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PREFACE. 


Hftricet  Toirii,*'  had  not  an  ingenious  contein> 
porary,  by  foreBtalling  mj  intended  titlci  com- 
pcllcd  mc  to  give  to  "mtf  airy  nothings,  a  local 
habitation  and  a  name."*  It  would  not  quitedu 
to  hate  two  "  Simon  Pure*"*  in  the  field,  each  as- 
serting his  identity  and  jostling  for  precedence ; 
althougli  I  am  M>  Tar  from  accuMng  Mr.  Pere- 
grine R«edpen  (as  the  Frenchman  did  the 
undent*)  ot  having  stolen  my  bcKt  thoughts, 
that  I  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  were  twenty 
writm  (o  tit  down  at  once  to  compose  a  book 
upon  this  theme,  there  would  not  be  the  slight- 
e«i  danger  of  their  interfering  with  each  other. 
Every  separate  work  would  bear  the  stamp  of 
the  Author's  mind,  of  his  peculiar  train  of 
thought,  and  habits  of  obscrvntiou.  The  sub- 
ject is  as  inexhaustible  ns  nature  herself- 

One  favour,  the  necessity  of  which  hun  been 
pressed  upon  roc  by  painful  experience,  I  have 
to  entreat  most  eamen-tty  at  the  hands  of  my 
readera,  —  a  favour  (be  very  reverse  of  that 
which   Htory-lvllcrs    by    profestion    are    wont 

*  "  OitrToWB ;  or.  Itougb  Sketvbu  of  Chsnicicr,  Msn- 
am,  Ice.  By  PcngriM  Rwdpmi."  S  kiU.  London,  1834. 
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to  pDpkmt  II  u  tbat  tbcjr  will  do  me  tht- 
justice  Jtot  to  believe  one  word  of  these  kkeichr* 
from  iKginnmg  to  cod.  Gen«al  truth  of  deli- 
neation 1  hope  there  ia ;  iiut  of  JDcIividua!  p«>r- 
tnit  painting,  I  moRl  MrrtotifJy  assert  that  none 
has  been  intended,  and  none,  I  Qtmlj  trust,  can 
befoond.  From  this  dedaraticm  I  except  of 
coarse  the  notes  which  ootuist  professedly  of 
illastrstJvo  anecdotes,  and  the  ytaper  on  the 
Omk  [^ys,  which  contains  a  feeble  attempt 
to  perpetuate  one  of  the  happic«l  recollections 
of  my  youth.  Belford  itself  too,  may  perhaps 
be  identified ;  far  I  do  not  deny  having  occa- 
sionally stolen  some  touches  of  local  scenery 
from  the  beautiful  town  that  comes  so  fre* 
quently  before  my  eyes.  But  tlie  inhabitant* 
of  Belford,  the  Stephen  tMtet,  tlte  Peter  Jen- 
kinses and  the  King  Harwoods,  exist  only  in 
theae  psgcs ;  and  if  tl>ere  nhould  be  any  peruMs 
who,  after  lhi»  protest,  should  obttlinately  per- 
sist in  mitloliing  for  fact  that  which  the  Author 
herself  decloreii  la  be  fiction,  I  can  only  com- 
pare tfacDi  to  the  sagacjous  gentleman  mentio»- 
cd  ID  "  Th€  Sptciator^  who  upon  reading  over 


■Be  I 


BELFORD 


REGIS. 


THE  TOWN. 


^^^^AaoPT  three  nfla  to  tbe  north  of  our  rtllagB, 
\  GI BT  tfdtn  may  be  suppoaed  to  haw  bnrd  of 
•ucfa  m  place.)  itandi  the  good  towu  of  Bdfnn] 
Bcgis.  The  approach  to  H,  stra^fat  as  a  dart, 
ntns  along  a  wide  and  populous  turnpike-road, 
<for  at  jH  raflwajs  am  not,)  all  alive  with  carta 
and  coacbtft,  waggooa  and  phartons,  hone  petv 
pit  and  foot  pMiplc,  sweeping  rapidly  or  irvep- 
ing  Uxily  up  and  down  the  gentle  itndulatioot 
with  which  the  surface  of  the  country  ia  varied ; 
and  the  borders,  vbcckend  by  patches  of  com. 
moo,  rich  with  hedge-row  tioiber,  and  upriokled 
with  cottage*,  and,  1  grieve  to  aay,  with  that 
"It.  I.  » 
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rotUgc  pnt,  tbc  bevr-lieiuM, — uid  here  and 
thm  enliTenml  bj  dweUiDgi  of  nore  pretnuMm 
■nd  ftentilily — becofne  more  (hkkly  inhabited  ■« 
we  drair  nearer  to  ibe  metrDpoUtof  ibe  county : 
to  say  Dothing  of  the  three  oAtAgn  milin  m  row, 
with  two  mull  bouses  detached,  which  a  board 
allixnl  to  one  of  them  informs  tbc  pauert-bj  is 
'Two  miIeCrou;'oroftho»eo[^>o«i(e  neighbours 
the  whedwri^ts  and  tbe  btacksiiiiths.  about 
half-a-miU-  fartlicr;  or  ihv  little  farm  cIom-  to 
ihv  pound  ;  or  the  aeries  of  buildiogw  odlcd  the 
J»Dg  Row,  tenninatiDg  at  the  eod  next  the 
road  with  an  old-fathioncd  and  most  pic* 
lurcsque  public-house,  with  pointed  roofs,  and 
benches  at  the  door,  and  round  the  large  dm 
before  it, — benclies  which  are  generally  fiUwi  by 
thinly  wayfarers,  and  waggoners  watering  their 
homes  and  partaking  a  more  generous  liquor 
(Iteintelvea. 

Leaving  t)»c»e  objects  undcacribtxl,  no  soon«r 
do  we  get  within  a  mile  of  the  town,  than  our 
a|)pr«ach  is  indicated  by  successive  inarket- 
ganlcn»  on  either  side,  crowned,  as  wc  ascend 
Utc  long  hill  on  which  ihe  tunipikfr^ate  Mando, 


«■  «9i 


»«/ife1 


10  tbc  tovn. 

ef  the  to«n,  ftmk  ■  hmaitamt  b^imb,  nr- 

■  vlbeh  M  I  itiji  t>h»«— ifa.  m, 
WW  frf  BiMbrd.  wiA  ib  hug  naipxtf 

kn  baiUBsi  «  tfe  MtAMi,  ■■■afcil 
jvilfa  prlanaqnt  old  tuteu;  At  vrnmUe 
[lwWBa|8LflWpbrB'i—d8t.NiihiilB'.tteligfa 
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and  Upcring  spire  of  St.  John's  ;  the  liuge  nio- 
itwtic  mills  of  the  abbey;  the  massive  walla  of  the 
cfiunly  gnu) ;  the  great  river  winding  along  like 
a  thread  of  silver ;  trees  and  gardens  mingling; 
amongst  all ;  sod  the  wliole  landscape  enriched 
and  lightened  by  the  dropping  elms  of  the  fore- 
ground, adding  an  illusive  beauty  to  the  pic- 
ture, by  breaking  the  too  formal  outUne,  and 
veiling  just  exactly  those  parts  which  roost  rc> 
quire  conceal  meat. 

Nobody  can  look  at  Belford  from  tlii»  point, 
without  feeling  that  it  ia  a  very  Engliiih  ami 
very  charming  soene  ;  and  the  impression  does 
not  diininiith  on  farther  acquaintance.  We  see 
at  once  the  history  of  llto  phice,  that  it  is  an  an- 
cient bor(>ugh  town,  which  has  recently  been  ex- 
tended to  nearly  double  its  former  size ;  »>  that 
it  unites,  in  no  common  degree,  the  old  romantic 
irregular  structures  in  which  our  ancestors  de- 
lighted, with  ihvhnntlMnne  and  unifonn  build- 
ing* which  art*  iIk'  fuxliion  now-a-days.  I  sup- 
pose that  people  are  right  in  their  taste,  and  that 
the  modem  houses  are  pleaaanlest  to  live  in  ; 
but,  beyond  all  question,  those  antique  streets 
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the  prettiest  to  look  at.  Tlie  occiuional 
ading,  too,  is  good.  Wiinrs«  llic  striking 
pi<-cc  of  street  scenery,  which  was  once  aoct> 
draulty  forced  upon  my  attention  aa  I  took 
^«ll«r  from  a  tbower  of  ruin  in  nshop,  about 
lea  doorfi  up  the  rigbt-hand  Hid«  of  Friar- 
street:  th«  old  vicarage-houae  of  St.  Nicholas, 
nnbowrrrd  in  evergreens  ;  the  lofty  town, 
hail,  and  the  handwrntf  nHxlrm  houiw  of  my 
friend  Mr.  Beauchamp ;  the  fine  church-tower 
of  St.  Nicholas;  the  picturesque  frtazza  undcr- 
nealh;  the  jutting  corner  of  Friar-street;  the 
old  irregtilar  ^hnps  in  thi-  market-place,  and  the 
trees  of  ll«  Forliiiry  ju»t  pi-rpiug  betvrnin, 
with  all  their  vari<.-lies  of  Uglit  and  siuulow  !  Il 
in  a  «cene  fit  for  that  matchleits  painter  of  towns, 
Mr.  Jones.  I  went  to  the  door  to  sec  if  the 
shower  were  over,  was  cntight  by  its  bcsuty,  and 
iilood  looking  at  it  in  i)m^  sun»ltin«  long  after 
the  rain  had  ceased. 

Then,  again,  fota  piece  of  antiquity,  what 
can  be  more  picturesque  than  the  higii  siiltliiry 
bay-wtt>dow  in  that  old  house  in  MilMnne, 
garlnnded  with  grape*,  and  hanging  over  the 


I 


IB  ikai 
■  a  pifr 
tatciakidf. 

Or,  br  «  iMlcn  ««w, -^  CM  MrpM  iIm 
High  Bn^  oa  a  iimIiwj  iliy  r  Tbe  brififat 

MnvtK.  mad  wfcarii,  and  <|uaym,  aB  alire  with 
tW  bosy  aad  rtimag  poptlatM  of  ibe  0000(77 
and  tW  tova;  —  a  uiHaaiJiw  of  light  aad 
■Mtiaa.  la  loofci^  at  a  goad  <ir*  of  thr 
H%h  Bridge  at  noou,  voa  should  perm  to 
hew  the  bualr.  I  have  Drnr  srra  a  aiore 
dMcrful  subject 

CWrfulucM  is,  perhaps  the  «rord  that  best 
daacribe*  the  imprrssion  cooTeyed  by  the  mon 
fmiucntcd  ttrwtA  of  B«4fofd.  It  U  »ot  a  ma- 
aobeturing  town,  aod  iu  trade  is  solely  thai 
nependmt  on  iti  own  cDnridvrable  pnpwIatmTt 
and  the  demaoda  of  a  thickly  iahabitcd  mtgb- 
bourfaood  ;  ao  that,  cxcqit  in  the  very  ceotre  of 
that  trade,  the  strevta  where  the  principal  shops 
are  eonf^regatcd,  or  on  certain  public  occasions, 
MMfcaadaetjoiis,bin,  and  markets,  the  stir  hard- 
ly aaouirta  to  bustle.     Xeitbn-  is  it  a  professed 
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!  of  g*M*7t  like  Cbdtenluoi  or  BrigfaioB ; 
when  T'**^L*"  people  go  U>  find  tv  make  ■ 
■mUct  Lmdoii  out  of  town.  It  ts  iHttbn  more 
nor  leu  ihmn  aa  bonral  Englisb  borough,  fiftj 
good  nQn  b^xD  *' the  dcvp,  deep  aca,"  and  hsppt 
Ijr  fnt  from  the  ilightesi  suspicion  of  anjr  ipa, 
cUybeate  or  oa&oe.  We  have,  it  i*  tmr. 
"the  Kcnoct  swift,  for  lilver  ed»  rtaowaed,' 
pMBi^  through  ihe  walls,  and  the  aog^ty 
ThaiM!*  fur  a  near  oeighbour — water  in  plenl^, 
but  luc)dl;  all  freeh!  They  who  B^mpathitt 
io  my  (Ualike  of  the  vulvar  Ssterj,  the  dull  dtaai- 
patioa,  of  a  walcting-plaoc,  will  fct-1  all  the  feli- 
dtT  of  this  rxcmplion. 

Clean,  airy,  orderly,  and  affluent ;  w«ll  pared. 
wdl  lighted,  w^  watched ;  aboundittK  in  wide 
and  ipadous  &tFeet>,  filled  with  exccllrot  shops 
and  handaoroe  bouses; — mch  is  the  outward 
appearance,  the  bodily  form,  of  our  markcl- 
towo.  For  the  vital  spirit,  the  Ufe-Uood  (hat 
glow«  and  circulates  Uirough  the  dead  mass 
of  mortar  and  mumur)',— 4n  other  words,  for  the 
inhabitant*, — I  must  refer  my  courteous  reader 
to  the  following  poge«.     If  they  dn  not  appear 
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gipttfTi  aad  >  eert«ia  deO  oM  the  Bmiol  raad 
to  which  1  ined  to  mon  for  ptinuoaM-  Then 
«c  went  BwiT ;  sod  my  arst  nntOccttoos  date 
Hor  ten  jrcan  aft«rwaitU,  wben  mr  &lber 
agiin  raodrd  in  the  oulskins  of  the  lava 
dtirinf;  the  time  that  he  was  building  in  the 
neigtibuut^iood,  lad  I  nsed  to  psu  my  huUdirs 
there,  Mud  hived  the  place  a«  ■  scbool-gtrl  doe* 
love  her  home.  And  although  we  have  kept 
up  a  vJHling  arqaaintaDce,  Brlfard  and  I,  ever 
•inee,  and  I  have  watched  its  improvements  of 
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erery  kind  with  ftinuTC  interest  and  pleasure,— 
especially  thai  raoat  ulriking  axui  yvt  moHt  gr*> 
dual  change  which  has  taken  place  amoDg§t  the 
great  tnHl4»ni<-n,  iww  m>  univrrsally  intclligoni 
■ui  cultivated, — yd  these  recoikclioas  of  thirty 
yeara  back,  my  pcTBooal  espericncs  of  the  far 
tiaiTower  and  more  limited  wociety  of  ihe  gentry 
of  the  place — the  old  ladies  and  their  tea  visits, 
Ibe  gentlctncn  and  their  whist  club,  and  the 
merry  Christmas  parties,  with  thoir  round  frainrs 
aod  their  social  (uppers  thcrir  mirth  and  their 
jcM«;— rcCMllectioitH  »uch  as  the*e,  witli  the  ileal 
familiar  faces  aod  the  jdeasant  associaltons  of  mj 
girlish  days,  will  prevail,  do  what  I  can,  over 
the  riper  but  !«■«  vivid  iniprc-KNiun!!  of  u  ms- 
tiirer  age,  and  the  more  refined  hut  let*  pic- 
turesque state  of  manners  of  th«  present  race 
of  ii)hnhitaiit». 

8d  far  it  senned  necessary  to  premite,  lest 
iheM  general  sketches' of  country  town  society 
(for  of  individual  portraiture  I  again  assert  my 
iauuGcnce)  sliould  exhibit  Belfurd  as  a  quarli-r 
of  a  century  behind  in  the  grand  march  of  d- 
*ilis8lioa  :  sod  I  lierehy  certify,  that  whatever 
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STKPHEN  LANE,  THE  BUTCHER. 


Tns  greitnt  man  in  tbeae  puis  <I  unr  tb* 
wwd  ID  the  Htnc  of  Louu^le'Ons,  nol  LoM*- 
IfrGmid),  tbe  greatest  man  licrnbouts.  by  at 
least  B  «tooe,  u  our  wortby  neighbnur  Sitphtn 
Lane,  ibe  grazier,  —  ex-bulcbcr  of  Bclfiird. 
Nothing  BO  big  halh  beat  xea  unoe  l.anitwrt 
the  gaoler,  or  the  Durham  ox. 

U'ben  be  valk*,  he  overflUs  tbe  pavencnl, 
■■d  is  more  difficult  to  pass  than  a  link  of  fulU 
dre^fied  misses,  or  ■  chain  ot  becloakcd  dandies, 
lodmJ,  a  malicious  attorney,  in  drawing  up  a 
(Mvinf;  bill  for  the  aiident  btmnigh  of  Briford 
Rt^fttODce  inserted  a  clause  confining  Mr.  Lane 
to  tbe  middle  of  the  road,  together  vitb  wa^igona, 
vans,  st«gc>4»achr»,  and  other  heary  articles. 
Chain  crack  ander  bim,  —  oouchcn  rock*  — 
bolsters  groan, — and  floats  tremble.     Me  hath 
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been  siuck  in  a  staircase  and  jammed  in  n 
(ioorwny,  iukI  ha*  only  escaped  iwJiig  ejected 
from  an  oinnibus  by  ite  being  morally  and 
physically  impossible  that  he  should  get  in. 
Mis  passing  [he  irindow  has  something  such 
an  cllect  as  an  eclipse,  or  us  Itirntiig  oiilwnrd 
(ho  opaque  side  of  thikt  ingutiiuuK  engine  of 
mischief,  a  dark  lantern.  He  puts  out  the 
light  like  Othello.  A  small  wit  of  our  towot 
by  railing  a  «upcrvii«>r,  who  dabbles  in  rid- 
dles, and  ciits  iin  iucnniiidenible  figure  in  the 
poet's  comer  of  the  county  news|K>per,  once 
pcrpetratixl  a  conundrum  on  his  person,  which, 
w  relating  to  so  eminent  ant)  well-known  on 
indiYidua),   (for   almost   every   retuler  of    the 

"  H &hire  Herald"  halh,  at  some  time  or 

other,  been  a  cu^ttmu-r  of  our  bulcher'Ei,)  had 
the  hcKKMir  iif  puzzling  more  people  at  the 
Sunday  moming  break  ftut- table,  nnd  of  en- 
gaging  nwrc  general  attenltun,  than  bad  ever 
befon*  happened  to  that  respcctal>le  journal. 
A  very  horrlhle  munler,  (and  there  was  that 
w«i.-k  one  of  the  very  first  water,)  two  iihi|>- 
wTecks,  an  eiti^tetatnl,  and  an  execution,  were 
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on  pMsc<]  ovcrr  ax  triHc*  oumpnred  with  ilir 
intereil  »xcitetl  by  thia  lilt^niry  squib  and 
cracker.  A  trifling  ((uirk  it  kmn  to  ktvp  Mr. 
Stacy,  the  surveyor,  a  riral  bnrcl,  fuming  over 
his  coflix  until  the  said  coffee  grew  cold  ;  or  tu 
hold  Miss  Anna  Mam  Watkins,  the  mantua< 
mskcr,  in  plcitsant  though  painful  efforts  at 
divinjilion  until  the  bctl  rang  for  church,  and 
^tc  lind  hardly  ttnii;  to  undo  her  curl-pApcrs 
and  arrange  her  ringlets ;  a  Himay  quirk  it  vtoA 
nf  a  Burcty,  an  inconiidvrahlc  quiddity  !     Yet 

since  the  courtviiuH  rciiders  of  ibe  "  H- nhirc 

Hrr.ild"  were  nniu«Hl  with  [Miidt-ring  over  it, 
«>  perdiance  may  be  the  no  le>a  courteous  and 
far  more  courtly  readers  of  iheie  sli^^hl  sketches. 
1  insert  it.  thrreforc.  For  their  cdiHciition,  toge- 
ther with  the  answer,  which  was  not  puhli^H-d 

in  Uie  "  Herald"  until  tlitj  H sliirc  pultlte 

had  remained  an  eutire  week  in  suspense:  — 
"  Query— ~Vi'b J  is  Mr.  Stejihen  Lane  liko 
Rembrandt  ?*' — "  Atuwcr —  Bvcuusu  ht;  ix  fa- 
mous for  (hf  breadth  of  his  shadow." 

Tilt:'  length  of  his  shadow,  altSougli  hy  no 
means  in  proportion  to  the  width,  —  for  that 
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■tncts  of  Betiurd,  Im  o««d  Ut  rcn-  naiM, 
like  ihe  "  Richard  Moodwr'  of  one  rf  Crabbers 
fine»t  df)in«atians.  to  thr  Bcbdenl  uf  tus  baring 
beoo  picked  up,  when  appamillT  about  a  wr«k 
old,  in  a  bjr-laDe,  cIom  to  St.  Siepbtn'a 
ithiirch-yan),  and  bapti^  by  arder  of  the 
VKitlry  after  iIh-  nccnc  of  liin  discoTCTv.  Like 
MiH  licni  Iff  thr  poet,  be  also  was  *cat  lo  the 
jMrltli  wiirkhmiw ;  but,  m  unlike  to   Kichard 
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J  m  diaractcr  as  in  drstiny,  he  won, 
\rf  A  rcml  or  fiincivd  KMfliliUiici.'  to  a  baby 
whom  &he  bad  recently  loi>t,  the  airtH:iiun  of 
tb«  nuUroD,  and  was  by  her  care  shielded,  not 
only  from  the  physical  dangers  of  infancy,  in 
such  an  abode,  but  from  tlie  moml  prrile  of 
child  h<xK(. 

Kindly  yet  roughly  reared,  Stephen  Lone 
was  even  as  a  boy  eminent  fur  strength  and  \we* 
dihood,  and  invincible  good-humour.  At  ten 
year>  old  be  had  fought  with  and  vanciuisbed 
every  lad  under  fifVecn,  not  oidy  in  the  work- 
house proper,  but  in  the  immediate  purlieus  of 
(hat  mpectable  domicile;  and  would  have  ^t 
inio  a  hundred  Dcrapei,  bad  henot  been  shielded, 
in  tlic  first  place,  by  the  active  protection  of  his 
original  patroness,  the  wife  of  the  superinteml- 
eat  and  master  nf  the  eMtubUshment,  whose  pet 
he  coiilinued  to  be ;  and,  in  the  second,  by  hi« 
own  bold  and  decided,  yet  kindly  and  aJTeo- 
lionate  temper.  Never  had  a  boy  of  ten  j-ear» 
old  more  friends  than  the  poor  foundling  of  St. 
Stephen's  workltouse.  There  was  hardly  an 
inmate  of  that  miscellancoos  dweliii^,  who  had 
not  pntfteil,  at  wome  time  or  other,  by  the  good- 
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cheerful  gaa(i->iil ;  and  tb«  wmam  hefted  gra> 
tifixlr  with  which  he  recSTcd  kindasM  was  even 
more  attaching  than  his  raarfiniw  to  perform 
good  offices  to  others.  1  qucstioa  if  n-er  ihcrc 
Were  a  happier  childhocd  than  thai  of  the  de- 
aertcd  parisb-boT-  Set  attde  the  pagHMMua- 
new  which  he  pos!«Med  in  ocMUDioa  with  other 
brave  and  gtmnm  aoimalf,  and  which  Ua 
protectrew,  the  matron  of  the  house,  who  had 
eDJojrc<]  in  her  youth  the  advuiiagc  of  penuin^ 
wme  of  those  novels— now,  alai !  no  more — 
where  the  heme*,  originally  foundlings,  turn 
wit  to  be  lords  and  dukn*  in  the  last  volume, 
used  to  quote  in  confinuation  of  hrr  favourite 
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theory  thai  hr  too  would  b«  found  to  be  nobly 
bom,  as  proofa  of  his  innate  high  blood ;  — 
wt  aside  tbe  foes  made  by  his  propensity  to  sin* 
gle  GOfabat.  which  could  hardly  (u\  to  cxaxpe- 
late  tbe  defeated  chnrDpiuns,  and  Stepbeu  had 
not  an  eneuiy  in  lh«  world. 

Al  tcQ  years  of  age,  however,  th<!  love  of  in- 
dependence. Slid  (he  desire  to  try  hia  fortunes  in 
the  woiU,  began  to  stir  in  Uic  spirited  lad ;  and 
hb  kind  friend  and  confidant,  the  master's  wife, 
readily  promised  her  aaatstance  to  act  him  forth 
in  search  of  adventures  though  she  was  not  a 
little  scandalized  (o  find  his  tirst  step  in  life 
likely  to  Ivul  him  into  a  butcher's  shop;  he 
having  formed  an  ac<)uaiiitance  with  a  joumey> 
man  slayer  of  cattle  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
had  inlercedrti  wiih'hi«  master  to  take  him  on 
■  rial  as  i-rrund-boy,  with  im  underatandin^;  that 
if  he  ithowed  industry  and  a(eadine«H,  and  liked 
the  craft,  be  might,  on  easy  torms  be  ncorptcd 
aa  an  apprenltoe.  This  prospect,  which  Stephen 
juatly  (bought  magnificent,  shocked  the  lady  of 
the  workliouflc,  whn  bud  set  her  heart  oit  bis 
choosing  a  different  &cene  of  itlaughter—killing 
nH>n,  not  oxen — going  forth  as  a  ciJdier,  iuTn> 
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tiBtt— ntod  into  tbr  appRDdn,  and  the  ipftm- 
dcB  ripened  into  tbc  jmiiiiijiw^.  witli  as  £■■• 
mtian  of  hulusur.  muDigvacr.  itawfiBeM^^ri 
pwd-jiamour.  .\*  a  Vonog  BM»  of  D^  or 
ftree  and  ivmty,  he  *«*  w  raiavfciUe  br  fato 
rfKROftli  nd  aetnitT',  fiv  wkidi  bs  tall  aad 
tfUetie  pRion,  not  at  tbat  pniod  fSC^afaHd 
bv  flnfa.  pankularlr  fitbd  hn,  aa  to  br  tkr 
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chamjiwn  of  (he  town  tind  nnghhoKihotui ;  nnd 
large  belH  have  heen  lakl  and  won  nn  his  !«par- 
ring,  and  wreitUng,  and  lifting  weights  all  but 
ineivdible.  He  haa  walked  to  London  and 
back  (a  distance  of  above  sixty  miles)  against 
time,  leaping  in  hU  way  all  the  turnpikc- 
gatVK  that  he  found  shut,  without  even  lay- 
ing hi«  hand  upon  the  bant.  He  has  driven  a 
Hock  of  shee})  against  a  sihepherd  by  jirofeNsion, 

M  pan  with  iht  aiiinial,  till  an  offer  oT  si]T«iity  g<iii<eiii 
pntvad  inMiflibla,  BDil  the  K«ni1cn>nn  mounled  his  piiir  in 
hifh  gt(c.  To  hit  alter  ninnniikhmml,  however,  the  brnie 
could  not  be  pierailed  upon  to  cKcecd  an  oidiiikiT-  ambte. 
M'liip  acid  Hpur  Here  Iritd  iu  rain.  For  w«eks  lie  [jerae- 
ttni  inlhe  liopeloa  at  tempi,  and  al  tail  he  weni  indexpair 
to  tlie  butcher,  r«liug  him  in  good  tet  lemt*  for  having 
practiMd  an  impouiiOB.  "  Lord  blest  j-on,  tlr,''  uid  Ihe 
knight  of  the  cleaver ;  "  he  can  Irol  a*  well  u  eT«r.  Here, 
Tom,'' continued  hc.calliiiglo  liLi  boy,  "  get  on  his  liack.'* 
Tlie  youn^Mer  wri  boircnly  in  ili«  saddle,  «ihvn  olT  ih« 
pony  (hot  like  an  arrow.  "  How  th«  deuce  ii  thii  ?"  in- 
qsucd  tbe  uloniihcd  purckucr.  "  Why,  he  «ill  tiol  juiil 
M  fart  Willi  you,"  tvlumcd  the  butcher,  chuckling, "  on/v 
jntt  mmt  tarry  tie  liukei  r' 

1  need  htudly  add,  thu  ihe  geotletiian,  not  beint;  nble  U> 
eoiaply  wtlli  the  Muidition,  ma  forced  to  make  tlie  boi 
bufaio  be  could  wilh  ihe  original  pnipricior  ofllie  steed— 
who,  by  the  way,  wn  not  my  |Dod  friend  Stephen  Lane. 


lucd  to  pfogHMlkBl*  hnr  artcr  toraad  up,) 
to  find  malrriab  far  pwtv  mniipstj. 

PnMpODiM,  nost  protpenMt,  ba*  Stephen 
I.diic  been  tlmmigh  hfc;  bat  W  br  ihr  beM 
put  of  his  good  brtitBc  (Mtttag  pBCttuarr  ad- 
t'BDUgen  qoile  out  of  the  qaettkwi)  was  hi* 
gmniag  the  heart  and  band  of  such  ft  wonuui 
a*  Margaret  Jackton.  In  bcr  youth  she  was 
splendidly  beautifal — of  the  luxuriant  and 
gOrgcou*  beauty  in-wbidi  Giorgiaae  rerdlcdj 
and  noir,  in  the  autumn  of  her  days,  amplifiad, 
not  like  iter  huibaod,  but  to  as  to  suit  her  ma- 
Iraoly  character,  tlw  iweinii  to  me  almoM  afl  de- 
lightful  to  look  upon  a*  the  could  hare  been  in 
her  earliest  spring.  I  do  not  know  a  preitier 
picture  than  to  »cc  her  Nttiiig  at  her  own  duor, 
on  a  summer  afternoon,  surrounded  by  her 
uldldrvn  nod  Iicr  grand-children, — all  of  them 
liandiofnr,  gay,an4lcheiTful, — with  herkniltinK 
on  hvT  knee,  am)  her  sweet  face  beaming  with 
lienevolencc  and  aHection,  smiling  on  nil  around, 
and  M'cining  aa  if  it  were  her  sole  desire  to 
make  every  one  about  her  as  good  and  tts  happy 
Of  hmalt    Ops  cauK  of  ibe  long  endurance 
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'her  beauty  is  Dndottbtedty  its  delightful  ex- 
|>mnoD.  The  sunehine  and  bannony  of  mind 
iIefNCt«d  in  her  countonancr  irould  bavc  inad« 
plain  frsture*  pleasing ;  and  fhtre  was  nn  intcllU 
gmcc,  «a  enlargemeot  of  intellect,  in  th«  brigltt 
e^H  and  tbe  fair  expanded  fon-heail,  which 
atni^ed  well  with  tbe  BweetoeM  that  dimpled 
roand  her  Up*.  Butcher's  wife  and  butcher's 
daughter  though  s])c  were,  yet  was  she  a  graceful 
and  gracious  woman, — one  of  naluivN  gentle- 
women in  look  and  in  tlwught  All  her  wurds 
were  candid — all  her  actions  liberal — all  berplea- 
■urca  unselfish— though,  in  her  gn-al  pleasure 
uf  giving,  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  she  «sh  m — 
she  took  such  es(rrn>c  delight  in  it.  All  the 
poor  of  the  parish  and  of  ibe  town  came  to  ber 
aa  a  matter  of  court»e — tkat  is  always  the  Oiur 
with  the  eminently  charitable;  but  childn-n 
also  applied  to  her  for  their  little  indulgences. 
Oft  if  by  instinct.  All  (be  Ikijk  in  the  street 
used  tu  D3tnc  to  Iter  to  supply  their  Keveral  de- 
■ires ;  to  lend  them  knives  and  give  them  string 
for  kites,  or  pencils  for  drawing,  or  ImiIIk  for 
cricket,  as  the  matter  might  be.     Those  huge 
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fxxrlitls  of  bm  wm  a  pnftd  un-Wiap,  and  lo 
the  urdnin   kttem.      And  the  little  damttl*, 
tbeir  nctm,  canne  to  b«r  aln  for  mstrrial*  for 
(MTb  drcnn,  or  odd  bits  of  ribbon  fur  jan- 
cuihioni,  or  colourrd  oilk*  to  ctobroida'  their 
nenfle-caan,   or  any  ot  ibe  thousaDd-and-ooe 
koidc-knack*  which  young  girUfancythey  want 
Howerer  out  of  the  way  the  demand   might 
Mvta,  then  was  the  article  in  Mr».  Lane's  grvol 
pocket.     She  knew  the'  tastes  of  her  dirnt*,  and 
w«a  never  uoprorided.    And  in  tbc  sane  anpie 
ncrptade,  mixed  with  knive*,  and  balls,  and 
pencils  for  the  boys  ^^   doll's  dresaes,  and 
aometimrs  even  a  doll  itself,  for  the  girii,  might 
be  found  sugar-plums,  and  cakes,  and  apples, 
and  gingerbread- Duts  for  the  "  toddling  wea 
ihiogs,"  for  whom  e%'cn  dolls  have  no  cliorm*. 
Tliere  wa»  no  limit  to  Mrs.  Lane's  bounty,  or 
to  the  good-faunioured  atacriiy  with  which  the 
would  interrupt  a  serious  occupation  to  satisfy 
the  daims  of  the  small  people.     Oh,  bow  tbey 
all  loved  Kir*.  Lane  ! 

Anottwr  and  a  very  difTervnt  class  also  loved 
the  kind  and  gcurrous  inhabirani  of  the  Butts 
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—the  cIuB  wbo,  having  seen  better  days,  arr 

iMwQjr  averse  to   accepting  obligatioiu  from 

wIkmd  tliey  have  been  accuitotnnl  to  n»- 

ganl  as  their  inferiors.     With  them  iln.  Lane's 

deUntcy  wasranarkahlc.  &In.Lacaa,th«curate''> 

widow,  often  found  aunte  unbrepokeo  luxury, 

sweetbrvail.  or  m  forth,  added  to  ber  alender 

;  and  Mr.  Hughes,  thecuDnimptKeyounji; 

:.  could  oerer  Duiiage  to  get  hii  lull-     Our 

friend  tht  butcher  liad  his  full  share  in 

benevolcnoi:  of  tbecv  acts,  but  tlic  msDner 

{ttf  them  belonged  wholly  to  hii  wife. 

Uer  delicacy,  however,  did  not,  fortunatdy 
firherat^  and  for  her  hushaod,  extend  to  her 
.donotic  habits.  She  was  well  contml  to  live 
the  coane  plenty  in  which  Iter  father 
vcd,  and  in  which  Stephen  rerelled ;  and 
by  ihia  awintiUttian  of  taste,  she  not  only  io- 
:#ured  ber  own  oomrurt,  but  preserved,  unim- 
|iairied,  her  inHucncc  over  his  coartcr  but  kindly 
d  excdieot  diiipuHitioQ.  It  wax,  probably,  to 
this  influence  thnt  h«r  children  owed  an  nluca- 
tion  which)  without  raitdng  them  in  the  slightest 
[degree  aboire  tiieir  station  or  their  hon>c,  yet 
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followed  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  adtlt-i)  con- 
siderable cultivation,  and  plain  but  uvfal  know- 
led]^,  to  the  strong  manly  sense  of  their  father, 
and  her  own  eweel  and  sunny  temperament. 
They  are  just  what  the  ehildreii  of  such  {larents 
might  to  be.  T)u-  daughters,  happily  niarned 
in  their  own  rank  of  life ;  the  sons,  each  in  hia 
dilTerent  line,  following  the  footsteps  of  their 
father,  and  amassing  large  fortunes,  not  by 
paltry  savings,  or  daring  speculations,  but  by 
well-grounded  and  judicioun  cnleulatiun  —  by 
sound  and  lil>eral  views — by  sterling  xense  and 
downright  boiwsty. 

l^oiversallj  as  Mrs.  Lane  was  beloved,  Ste- 
phen had  hin  enemiea.  He  was  a  politician— 
a  Reformer — a  Radical,  in  those  days  in  which 
reform  was  nol  so  popular  as  it  hns  been  lately : 
he  loved  to  descant  on  liberty,  and  economy, 
and  retrenchment,  and  n-form,  and  carried  his 
theory  into  practice,  in  a  way  exceedingly  Jn> 
conTciticnt  to  the  Tory  member,  whom  be 
helped  to  oust ;  to  the  niayor  aitd  corporation, 
whom  he  watched  as  a  cat  watches  a  inoiiw,  or 
u  Mr.  Hume  watches  the  cabinet  mitiisters; 
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and  to  all  gas  companies,  and  paving  com  pan  ii-*, 
■od  water  oompaniee,  and  contractora  of  every 
sort,  whom  be  attacks  as  oionopolisers  and  pe> 
culatora,  and  twraty  more  long  worda  with  bad 
mcantogs,  and  tonm-nlsout  of  their  lives; — for 
he  is  a  terrible  Ruin  jn  a  ])ublic  meeting,  halh 
a  loud,  sonorous  voice,  (excellent  lungs,  care» 
for  nobodjr,  and  is  quite  entirely  inaccessible  to 
ooRviction,  iIm*  finest  of  oU  qualities  for  your 
thorough-going  partisan.  AJl  the  Tories  hated 
Mr.  U«e.» 

But  the  Torii.**  latterly  linve  fonnetl  but  a 
small  minority  in  Belford ;  antl  ainoiigxt  the 
Whigs  and  Radicals,  la,  to  gather  the  two 
parties  into  one  word,  the  Reformers,  he  was 

*  All  wqiB  haia  <1«ctiOD»,  and  politic*,  and  parlif  coU 
Immd  ofsll  (oru;  and  m,  ««p«ciaUy  ai  an  cloctian  lime,  <lo  1, 
Bal,  after  all,  I  belicre  we  ate  o-rong.  Tbe  storm  clean  ihc 
•ir,  snd  sUn  llw  wtilvr,  snd  kt«p«  tlie  lake*  atid  pools  from 
fftowiag  attpMnt.  ILattcdi  and  «niiutiM  i>m*  awnjr,  and 
people  learn  one  oT  the  gnat  utM  of  life,  one  of  the  gtrut 
lecrett  irf  liappinMo — lo  diRer  without  bittetiieu,  anil  lo 
•imil  that  two  penont,  bolh  r<|u!illy  honeti  and  i-odt- 
pMilcal,  mijr  coDScicnlioiitly  taks  directly  opftOHtc  viemi 
of  Iftc  mne  ipmtiOD.  1  sm  not  mire  that  tliii  vaa  t'xaclly 
Stqtheii  Lne's  notion;  but  I  think  tti«  iratld  it  co mini; 
padMlly  to  fueh  a  couGtuilon. 
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dvcidcdly  popular — the  leader  of  the  opblent 
inulcKpeoptc  both  socially  and  politic.illy.  Ilf 
it  wuK  —  this  denouncer  of  mnj-or's  feanta  and 
parish  fe»tivals— who,  after  the  great  contest, 
which  hisi  candidate  gained  by  three,  gave  to  the 
new  member  a  dinner  more  magnificent,  n»  he 
decianrd,  than  aiiy  he  had  ever  M-cn  or  ever 
iniaginni — a  dinner  hkc  the  reah'zntion  of  an 
epicure's  dream,  or  an  embodying  of  aunie  of 
the  vtaions  of  the  old  dramatic  poets,  accompa- 
nied by  wines  so  aristocratic,  that  they  blushed 
tu  fim]  themselves  on  a  butcher's  tMn-  He 
was  president  of  a  Kmoking-club,  and  vice- 
pre&ident  of  half-a-diMEcn  sodetiex  where  utility 
and  charity  come  in  the  shape  of  a  good  dinner ; 
was  a  great  man  at  a  Smithfielcl  cattlc-show ;  an 
eminent  louker-un  at  the  bowling-green,  which 
Mdutary  exerdw  he  patronised  and  jirumoted 
by  sitting  at  an  open  window  in  a  commodious 
smoking-room  commanding  the  scene  of  actioo ; 
and  a  capital  performer  of  catches  and  glees. 

He  vax  musical,  very  did  I  not  say  so  when 
talking  of  his  youthful  accumplislimentsP^ 
playing  by  ear  *'  with  lingers  like  toes"  (aa 
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ebodjr  said  of  (landcl)  both  on  the  piano 
and  the  flute,  and  fitigiap;,  in  a  fine  basH  voice, 
many  of  the  old  songs  which  are  m>  eminently 
popular  and  national.  His  voice  iras  loudest 
at  church,  giving  body,  as  it  were,  to  the  voicc« 
nf  the  rest  of  the  congregation,  and  **  God  save 
the  King"  at  the  theatre  would  not  have  Imn 
worth  hearing  without  Mr.  L«n« — he  put  Itit 
whole  h(«rt  into  it;  for,  with  all  his  theoretical 
rodicaliMn,  the  King  —  ony  one  of  the  three 
kinga  hi  whose  reign  he  hath  flourished,  fur 
he  did  not  reserve  his  loyalty  for  our  present 
popular  monarch,  but  bestowed  it  in  full  am- 
ptttude  on  his  predeccGsors,  the  two  last  of  the 
Ocorj^a— tlte  King  halh  not  a  more  loyal  sub- 
ject. Re  is  a  great  patron  of  the  drama,  espe- 
cially the  comic  drama,  and  likes  no  place 
better  than  the  stage-box  at  the  Belford  theatre, 
a  niche  meant  for  six,  which  exactly  hiti  him. 
AU-four>  is  hiR  favourite  game,  and  Joe  Miller 
bis  favourite  author. 

Hie  retirement  from  business  and  from  Bd- 
furd  occasioned  a  getii>ral  astuni»hmvnt  und  con- 
Mternalion.     It  was  perfectly   understood  that 


I 


THE    BOTaiER. 


ss 


turn  out  true.  Strphm  Lanr  did  leave 
the  refomic*)  Ixiraugh,  jiertiap^  all  the  »ooncp 
herauae  it  teas  reformed,  and  hts  work  was 
over' — his  occupstion  was  gone.  It  i«  certiiin 
ihal,  iHlhout  prrha}m  exactly  knowing  his  own 
feelings  our  good  butcher  did  fee)  the  vacuum. 
the  «ant  of  ao  exciting  object,  which  oAcn  at- 
lemii  tipon  the  fulfilment  of  ii  great  hope.  H« 
alio  felt  and  understood  better  the  entire  ce«Nn- 
bon  of  opponition  amongHt  his  old  enemies,  the 

I  rorpiration  party.     "  Dang  it,  they  might  ha' 
riwwn  fight,  thc-M  corporntiom-r* !    I   (bought 

,  BcD   Bailey  had  had  more  bottom  r  was   his 

I  exclamation,    after   a   borough- meeting   which 
bad  p«t«ed  off  unanimously ;  and,  wandnlitcd 

I  at  tba  pMcific  diKpo!>>lion  of  hi*  ndversaries,  our 

I  puUsant  grazier  lurn«sl  his  9tep«  towards  "  fresh 

Lfidds  and  pastures  new." 

U«  did  not  move  very  far.    Just  over  the 

^iMrder'liae,  which  divides  the  parish  of  St. 

I  Stephen,  in  the  loyal  and  independent  borough 

'of  Belford,  from  the  adjoining  hamlet  of  Sun- 
ham — that  is  to  say,  exactly  half  a  mile  from 

[  the  great  shop  in  the  Butts,  did  Mr.  !.ane  lake 
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lip  hia  abode,  calling  hi«  siiburbnii  habitation, 
which  u-M  actually  jotnnl  to  iht  town  by  two 
rows  of  two-xun-y  hcnijte*,  one  of  them  fronted 
with  poplars,  and  called  Marrell  Termce,  in 
numplimetit  to  the  patriot  of  that  lumie  in 
CharicnV  day»,^^!4illtng  ttiis  ms  in  urbe  of  his 
**  ihe  counlTv,"  after  the  fothton  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Kensington  and  Hackney,  ami  Ihr 
other  Kuburban  villaf^  which  surround  1am- 
don  proper ;  a«  jf  people  who  live  in  the  ntidst 
of  brick  houses  could  have  a  riftlii  1o  the  same 
rustic  title  with  thuxe  wbo  live  amongst  green 
fidds.  CoiDpand  to  the  Butts^  however,  Mr. 
Lww's  new  residence  was  almost  rural ;  and  the 
ronntry  be  called  it  accordingly. 

Retaining,  however,  his  old  town  pn^ilec> 
tl<l^l^  his  Urge,  Kquare,  cotnmodiou*,  and  very 
Mgly  red  bonae,  with  very  white  muuldjngs 
ami  window-frame*,  (rvH,  m  to  aay.  picked  out 
with  white.)  and  embi-tli>>bed  by  a  bright  green 
dnnr  and  a  rrspleodeni  brass  knodcer,  was 
|))M<r<(t  i-lrwe  to  the  roadside  —  as  cJore  as  poao- 
Ne ;  uml  the  road  happi-mng  to  l>e  that  whkh 
M  turn  the  town  t^  BcUurd  to  tbe  little  fiMx 
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callecl  London,  he  hod  tbe  happiDeu  of  oouot* 
ing  nbove  uxty  &t8ge-coachc&,  which  pasKed  ht.4 
door  in  ibe  tweoly-four  hours,  with  vans,  wajj- 
gons,  cuts,  and  other  vehicles  in  proportion ; 
and  of  vujoyiiif;,  not  only  froin  hi.<  vx>inniodiuu>^ 
nansioai  but  ilso  from  the  window  of  a 
imoking-room  >t  the  rnd  of  n  long  brick  wall 
which  porltd  hik  garden  from  the  road,  all 
the  clatter,  duat,  and  din  of  these  several  equi> 
pages — the  octtse  being  duly  enhanced  by  there 
b^g,  just  opposite  his  emoking-rooo)  window, 
R  pubtic-housc  of  grmt  resort,  where  moat  of 
the  CiMiches  stopjjcd  (o  take  up  parccU  and 
pauenger».  and  where  singing,  drinking,  and 
fnur-corners  were  going  on  all  tlic  day  lung. 

Oat  of  faia  greatest  pleasures  in  this  re- 
tirauent  wenia  to  be  to  bring  all  around  hiro  — 
wife,  children,  and  grand -cbiidren-^o  the  level 
of  bis  own  idxe,  or  that  of  bis  prize  ox,— the 
cxprcuions  aro  nearly  tynouymous.  The  aer- 
vaiit-lods  have  a  chubby  brendth  of  fcalure, 
like  tbe  atone  beads,  with  wings  under  them 
^fioi-ditaiU  cherubim),  which  one  sees  perched 
round   old   monumeDts;  and   the  inaid»   have 
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s  bnmd,  Dutdi  look,  full  and  fiohd,  like  the 
■ofncD  ia  Teoien'  picture«.  Tbe  Terr  anhiuJs 
•Mm  bunting  with  ovcr-fatnras :  tbe  )?re«t 
Itone  who  draws  his  subslnnli*!  rqaijMgc  U- 
iMMir*  under  the  double  wdght  (rf  hi*  iiia*ter'ft 
ric«ii  and  his  own  t  his  cows  look  likr  atjdted 
aoMO  t  and  the  leuh  of  Urge  red  greyhounds, 
cm  wboMt  prowess  and  pedigree  he  prides  hitn- 
nAf,  and  whom  he  boasts,  and  viuntH,  and 
brags  off  and  offef»  to  bet  upon,  in  the  very 
tpiril  of  the  inimitable  dialogue  between  Pn^ 
and  Shaliww  in  the  "  Merry  \\'ive»  of  Windsor," 
outild  tut  mure  run  a  course  in  their  present 
oonditiun  than  (hey  could  fly, — tbe  hanrs  would 
KtAod  aiKJ  laugh  at  (bem. 

Mr.  l.anc  is  certainly  a  *ery  happy  persian  ; 
although,  wheu  lirsl  he  removed  from  the 
Uutts,  ii  was  quite  the  fanhioD  to  bestow  « 
great  deal  of  pity  on  the  poor  rich  man,  self- 
cundemned  lu  idleness, —  which  pity  was  as 
much  thrown  away  as  pity  fur  those  who  have 
(be  power  to  follow  their  own  devices  gei>enilly 
is.  Uur  good  i»eighboui  ia  not  the  man  to  be 
tdk'.      B«sidc«    g^uitg   irrcry  day   to   the  old 
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»hopt  wh«re  bis  toa»  carry  on  th^  buifneas. 
lad  he  ulTiciittei  eii  antaUur,  attenilmg  liU  old 
dub*,  aod  pursuing  bis  old  dit'ernions  in  Bcl- 
ford,  be  bos  bis  finii  at  Sunhom  to  inanBge, 
Iwtae  five  liitndmi  acres  of  pnfturc  nnd  artblr 
Und,  «bicb  he  purchased  with  hi*  uew  house,) 
and  tbe  whole  pamh  lo  reform.  He  has 
already  be^n  (o  iostilulc  inquiries  into  cha- 
rity-acboola  and  poor-rate^  has  on  eye  on 
lh«  turveyctr  of  tiijfhways,  and  a  clow  watch 
OB  the  overseer ;  he  attends  turnpike-meeting*, 
and  kt!Vf»  a  sliaqi  lc4>k-out  upon  the  tolln ; 
and  goea  peeping  about  tlie  workhou<e  with 
an  anxiety  to  detect  peculation  that  would 
do  honour  even  to  a  Radlcnl  nwtnbcr  of  the 
refunned  House  of  Commont.. 

Moreover,  he  bath  a  competitor  worthy  of' • 
his  powcTR  in  tbe  shape  of  the  village  orator, ' 
Mr.  Jacob  Jones,  «  little  whipper-snapper  of- 
a   {{eailefnan    farmer,   with  a   shrill,    cracked 
voice*  and  great  activity  of  iKNly,  who,  baring 
hod   the  advantage  of   studying   some  otlds- 
nod-rtuls  at  law,    during  a   three  years"   re- 
lUileooe  in  so  attorney's  office,  has  picked  up'" 
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ibcreiii  a  competent  portion  uf  tecfanicBl  jar* 
gOD,  together  with  •  prodigiout  rtJubility  of 
toDguc,  aad  a  comfortable  btock  of  unpudnta: ; 
md,  uwlrr  AiN-our  of  these  good  gifU,  hatb 
led  the  village  vennle  by  (lie  now  for  the  last 
doxm  yean.  Now,  Mr  Jacob  Jonea  i»,  in 
hia  way,  nearly  as  gr^at  a  mau  as  Mr.  Laue : 
ridw  hift  bit  of  blood  a  foxhuntiug  with  my 
Lord ;  <i'\av*  once  a-vMr  with  Sir  John ;  and 
advocate*  abuses  through  thick  aud  thiu — he 
does  Dot  well  kiiow  tthy'— almost  as  stouilv 
a*  our  gtNxl  knight  of  the  cleaver  docs  battle 
fur  reform.  Theau  two  cliampioni  are  to  be 
pitied  against  each  otlier  at  the  next  reury- 
ineetiDg,  and  much  interest  is  excited  as  to 
the  event  of  the  contest.  1,  for  my  part, 
think  that  Mr.  Lane  will  carry  the  day.  He 
is,  in  every  way,  a  man  of  more  sul»tance; 
and  Jacob  Jones  will  no  more  be  able  to  vritb> 
Mand  *'  the  mou>cntum  of  his  rqiublican  list," 
than  a  soldier  of  light  infantry  could  stand 
the  charge  of  a  heavy  dragoon.  Stephen, 
tioneit  moit,  will  certainly  mid  to  his  other 
avocations  ihut  of  ov«r^eer.of  tsuoham.  Much 
good  may  it  do  turn  I 
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"  DomV  talk  to  mt,  Wiilrun,  of  our  having 
htm  vittd  in  church.  Don't  inugiac  that  I 
nind  what  [>A)p4c  may  ny  ■bout  thst.  Lei 
iben)  atteod  to  their  own  enneenn,  wad  Wrr 
mt  to  nanage  mine.  If  this  were  our  wedding 
BioniEiije;.  and  1  were  withio  half  an  hour  of 
bdug  your  wedded  wiffl,  1  would  part  from 
yira  as  readily  as  I  throw  away  thia  rmt-lemt, 
it  I  vera  to  know  for  certain  what  I  hare  beard 
to^laj.  Were  you  or  »ere  you  not  three  tines 
tipay  laat  week,  at  that  moftt  riotous  and  di»> 
orderly  houw, '  The  Eight  Kt]U  ?"  " 

This  searching  question  was  put  liy  the 
'yoang  and  blooming  Hannah  Rove,  a  nursery- 
maid  in  the  family  of  Qmcrnl  Maynard,  uf 
Oakley  Mnnor,  to  ber  accepted  lover,  William 
Curtis  0  ^ery  fine  young  nun,  who  followed 
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of  •  Aogmaier  in  tbe  good  town  of 
Bdfard.  Tbe  courtship  had,  as  the  fiur  d^m- 
mT*  words  impbcd,  approachrd  ■«  Dvwrty  n 
well  rouid  be  to  the  p«nt  tnatriinonial ;  Han- 
nab  havic^  f^ven  ber  good  inistreM  waning, 
and  prepatvd  hct  min|ile  wardrobe  ;  and  Wil- 
liam, oa  hia  part,  having  takfo  and  furni&lwd 
a  room — for  to  a  whole  bouse  neither  of  them 
aspirad — Dear  his  niaater's  shop :  WtUiani,  al- 
though a  rWcr  workman,  and  likely  to  do 
wellt  bciog  as  yet  only  a  jourrK-yiuau. 

A  finer  couple  it  would  be  difficult  to  nwet 
with  anyoherCt  thau  \Viiliain  and  bis  Hannah. 
He  was  tall,  handsome,  and  intelligmt,  will) 
a  perpetual  spring  of  good-humour,  and  a  fund 
of  that  great  gift  of  Heaven,  high  animal 
spirita,  whivli  being  (untaiiied  by  equal  life  uf 
mind,  (for  otherwiite  it  is  nut  a  good  gift.)  ren- 
dered hiiQ  univentally  popular.  Site  bad  a  rich, 
sparkling,  animated  beauty— a  warmth  of  man> 
iier  and  uf  feding  e((tially  preposse«^ng.  She 
loved  William  dearly,  and  William  kocw  H. 
I'crhap*  be  did  not  equally  know  that  her 
guickneu  uf   temper    was    accompanied    by    a 
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tsioD  and  lirni»cu  of  character,  which  un 
mj  re«Uy  essential  point  would  not  fail  (o  put 
furih  its  slrtTDf^b.  Such  a  point  wax  this,  as 
Hannah  knew  from  wofiil  experieiioi! :  fur 
bef  owu  futlirr  had  been  a  fmjucnter  of  the 
alehouse — hail  ruined  liimwlf  altogether,  health, 
pruperty,  and  cliaroctcr,  by  that  degradinf; 
and  niitwus  propensity,  and  had  finally  ditil 
dirunkennesa,  leaving  ht^r  mother  a 
hhcarted  woman,  and  herRetf  a  child  of 
nght  yean  uld,  to  tlru^le  aa  l>eitt  tlwy  might 
ihruugb  the  wide  world.  Well  did  Hannah 
rviHnuber  her  dear  mother,  aiid  that  dear  nto- 
Uwr'a  BuSeringi ;  —  how  ahe  would  sit  night 
afW  night  awaiting  ihc  return  of  her  brulnl 
hiubaod,  bending  »ilently  and  patiently  over 
i1b  medlcwork  by  which  »hc  endeavoured  tn 
support  herself  and  her  child  ;  and  how,  when 
be  did  return,  when  hi»  reeling  unKt^riuly  step 
iraa  heard  on  the  jtavement,  or  hia  loud  knoek 
at  the  door,  or  the  horrid  laugh  and  frightful 
oath  of  intoxication  in  (he  street,  how  the  poor 
wife  would  start  and  tremble,  and  striTe  to 
mould  her  quivering  lipa  into  a  «mile,  and 


19  ^mi,  m  Ac  kMi 
■B  ^  Mfs.  Mn^nTs  imdy 
Mnt  who  1^  ^>^B«  M  ^  kp.  ^  >» 
pMled  iaalov  aim  nvn  h  i  faiif  r  niMtriiM 
to   WilUun  — '*  Wen   tob   wM  Am    timH 

"  Now,  tlMinnhr  replied  WUliuu,  e*«MveI)-, 
"  liQw  ran  you  be  to  ctdm  and  oid^niaidub  i 
U  I  itlil  grt  a  little  merry,  witat  was  it  but  a 
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joyful  parting  from  bachelor  friend*  bcfttrc 
beginning  a  steady  married  Uf«  ?  What  da 
rou  women  know  of  such  thin^  P  What  can 
you  know?  and  what  can  a  young  fellow  do 
whh  bi^l^elf  wlien  hb  work  is  ovt^,  if  he  is  not 
to  go  to  a  public-buiise  ?  We  have  not  work 
now  for  above  hnlf  a  day — that  is  to  uiy,  not 
more  work  in  a  wc^k  than  I  cnuld  finish  in 
three  days;  and  what,  I  nhonld  lik«  lo  know, 
am  1  to  do  u-ith  the  remainder  f  At  the  Kight 
Bells,  say  what  you  like  of  the  place,  there's 
good  liquor  and  good  company,  a  good  lire  in 
wint«r,  a  newnpapcr  to  read,  and  the  ni-wa  of 
thv  [own  to  talk  over.  Does  not  your  master 
himself  go  to  his  club  every  night  of  his  life 
when  he's  in  London  'f  And  what  —  since  you 
woa't  let  me  come  above  twice  u-wwk  to  *ev 
yoo— what  woulil  you  have  nte  do  with  the 
long  evenings  when  my  work  is  over?" 

Hunaah  was  a  little  posed  at  this  question. 
Luckily,  however,  a  present  sent  to  her  niis- 
iress  by  an  old  servant  who  had  married  a 
gardener,  cooeirting  .of  a  fine  basket  of  straw- 
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berrKv,  Annth«r  of  peas,  an<l  a  beautiful  nose- 
gay of  pinks  and  roses,  caught  Iter  eye  w  they 
lay  on  the  table  before  her. 

"  AVhy  not  take  a  little  plot  of  grouml,  aad 
work  in  that  of  evenings,  an*!  rais*;  vegetables 
and  flowers?  Anything  rather  than  the  pub- 
lic-hou«c  !" 

William  laughed  uutright. 
"  Where  am  I  to  gel  this  plot  of  ground  ? 
tell  me  that.  Hannah  \  Yoii  know  that  at 
present  I  am  lodging  with  my  atinl  in  Silver- 
stieel,  who  has  only  a  little  brieked  ynrtl;  and 
when  we  move  to  our  rexmi  in  Xe«lon-row, 
why  the  outlet  there  will  not  be  so  large  u 
that  table.  This  is  all  nonsense,  as  you  welt 
know.  I  am  no  gardener,  hut  a  merry  sho^ 
maker  ;  and  Kuch  ax  I  am  you  have  chosen  me, 
and  you  must  take  me-" 

"  And  you  will  not  promiw  to  give  up  the 
Eight  Bdlsr*"  asked  Hannah,  imploringly. 

"  Promtse— no — "  hesitated  Wiliiam.  "  1 
dare  tay  I  should  do  as  you  like ;  hut  as  to 
promi«ing  —  it  h  yoM  who  have  promised  to 
lake  me  '  for  better  for  worne,"*  added  he,  ten- 
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ialji  "surely  you   do   not  Dinui  to  deceive 
me?" 

"  Oh,  WilliiuTi  r  wid  Hantuli,  "  il  Uyou 
who  would  diKeivc  me  and  yourself-  I  know 
what  the  public-bouae  leads  to;  and  suffer  what 
1  may,  bettn*  eufier  now  and  oIodc.  t]ian  ruD 
the  risk  of  that  miMM-y.  Kilh«T  proDiiw  to 
ipTe  up  the  Eight  Bdls,  ur,  dtarly  ax  I  love 
you,  atid  far  as  things  havt'  goi)i>,  we  niuxt 
part,"  adiled  she,  finnly. 

And  as  William,  though  petitioning,  re* 
nioostrsting,  coaxing,  titoriniiig,  and  itophiring, 
would  Dot  give  the  rrquiml  pltilge,  part  they 
(lid  i  bi»  last  »pn-ch  denouitdng  a  vt-ngeancw 
wtiic}]  alie  could  ill  bear. 

"  You  will  repent  this,  Hannah  !  for  you 
have  been  the  ruio  of  me.  You  have  broken 
my  heart ;  and  if  you  bear  of  me  every  night  at 
the  alehouse,  endeavouring  to  drown  care,  re- 
member that  it  is  you,  and  you  only,  who  have 
driven  mc  there  !"  And  mj  sayiiij^,  hi-  nalked 
sturdily  out  of  the  hou»e. 

William  went  away  in  wrath  and  anger,  do- 
tennined  to  be  aa  good,  or  rather  a»  bad,  as  his 
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wurd.  Uannxh  renMiDcd,  her  heart  ovrrflawing 
wiih  all  tfa«  bleodnl  and  cuntnMlinjt  t-motiniui 
utnral  (o  a  voman  (1  mean  a  wonua  thai  baa 
•  bean)  in  ourh  a  nluatiuti.  Soinfthing  of 
temper  had  miugW  witJi  ihr  prudence  of  b«r 
resolution,  and,  as  U  always  ibe  oue  where  • 
rtsh  and  haaty  temper  has  led  a  j^erous  mind 
astray,  the  reaction  was  proportionably  Uroog. 
She  blamt<d  h«r«elf — she  pitied  William  —  alie 
burn!  into  a  paiaiofi  of  trars;  and  it  was  not 
until  the  vio1«ixr  of  Imt  ifricf  lud  awakcnvd 
and  lenilied  thu  little  Kmjly,  ami  that  iheoe- 
eessity  of  pacifying  the  a.Ht»nisbed  child  com- 
pelled her  into  the  exertion  of  calming  herself, 
(eo  salutary  in  almost  all  cases  is  the  recurrcoce 
of  our  daily  duties!)  that  she  rcinembcrrd  the 
real  danger  of  William's  unhappy  propensity, 
the  dying  injunctions  of  her  mother,  and  thoHi 
fearful  Kcncs  of  her  own  diildhood  which  still 
at  times  haunted  her  dreams.  Her  father,  Kh« 
hud  )M>ard,  had  once  bivi)  nx  kind,  a*  gay,  as 
engaging  uk  William  hiin»«lf — as  fond  of  her 
mother  as  William  was  of  her.  Where  was  the 
security  that  these  quoUliea  would  not  perish 


I 


WILLIAM    AND    HANNAH. 


« 


N 
^ 


under  the  same  evil  iofiuencc  and  degrading 
habilB  ?  Her  goad  mntnt*,  too,  prtuaed  aiid 
ctKoawapyA  Wr,  and  for  a  wiiilv  Hw  vnu  «on> 
torttd. 

Very,  »ery  soon  ih«  old  fecJing  returned. 
Hannah  had  loved  with  the  full  oiul  overflow. 
ivg  aflectioa  of  a  food  and  railhful  URture,  and 
time  and  abwoce,  which  achlom  fail  lo  sweep 
■way  a  alight  and  trivial  fatiey,  only  gave 
devjm  root  to  an  allachment  like  ben:  hrr 
verr  heart  clung  to  William.  Uer  boura  were 
paned  in  weaving  visions  of  iinaginar]>  iiilcr- 
vicws.  and  framing  lo  iKTM-lf  imaginary  letters. 
&he  loved  to  plan  fancied  dialogues  —  to  think 
bow  fondly  he  would  wtm,  and  Itow  iinnly  i>he 
would  reject, — for  «bc  thought  it  quite  sure 
that  she  ahould  rvjeet ;  and  yet  &be  yearned 
(oil,  bow  she  yearned  !)  for  the  opportunity  of 
iseoepting. 

But  such  opportunity  was  far  awny.  The 
firat  thing  »hc  heard  of  him  wa»,iliut  he  wasrt^- 
i^g  his  own  prcdiclioi)  by  pursuing  a  course  of 
unittnui.tl  in  tempera  nee  at  the  Kight  Bells;  the 
next,  that  he  was  tnarried! — married,  it  should 


■od  impniivi* 

but  iuw«y  oMiUl 

HHs: — Mttaig  but  mi- 

■»  dw  btcr-^onwa,  willi 

«f  HfiCMiuii ;  Aod  Haii> 

■I  tW  MC—ta  of  his  rviJ 

of  tke  iaterc»t  which  she 

ted  Ibk  «ae  vho  could  orrer 

Rfoiocd  "»hcn  ucfw- 

lo  tftnd  Fnmc 

Ifaal    ihe 

Om»  Gttwmay  thr  tr«««Ikn  prorceded  to 
Itak.  ftvM  Inly  to  Saritscrlaod,  ud  frara 
SwMatrhwd  W  FiVBor;  k>  thai  oetrly  firr 
<tmn  cUpaed  bdorr  Unn*  munin)  Id  Oakl<7 
MuKW.  I'^n  ^TMrv  bad  vrou^t  thr  UMial 
duuifrn  amoo^  Hanoab's  old  friends  ip  that 
nciAbbtturboMl.  The  nemnts  wme  nearly  all 
new,  tbr  woohui  at  tbc  tod^  bad  guoe  utny, 
iha  k»y«t'*  daughter  wo  mamed;  to  that, 
t)iMlhi||  tuiuo  who  knvv  her  anxieij  mprrtinf; 
WillUiUj  «ad  dn«Uag  to  pn>«oke  thr  mtver 
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which  fthe  fcami  awiUK^I  (i«r  inquirin,  shr 
farbor*  tn  aiik  iiny  qtmtwn  TV>pe<Hmg  her 
loniier  lovrr. 

Oor  e*ciiing,  »ocm  atter  tlidr  irrival,  Gem-ral 

Mjirn^rd  invitetl  bi«  wife  and  fnmHj  to  go  and 

sK  the  cottago-Kanlcns  nt   B«lford.     **  We'll 

•  tMkv  crcn  little  Kmilj  nnd  Hannah,"  added  he, 

( ••  for  it  *«  m  »ij(ht  Id  do  nni-'s  hpart  good — ay. 

)  fifty  timcB  more  gootl  ihan  famou*  riven  ami 

l.greai  raouniains  i  and  1  wouM  not  have  any  of 

my  children  ini»  it  for  the  fec^'mple  of  th^ 

Ibod,  which,  by  tht-  byr,  happens  to  b«lonjc  to 

You  remembpr  my  frictMl  Howard  writing 

^to  me  when  I  was  at  Manhcim,  dn^iring  to  rent 

[«hout    thirty  acres   near    Bclfurd,  which   hod 

i  ju»t  faHi-a  vtti-tnl.     Well,  Itc  hsii  fenced  it,  and 

drained  it,  and  made  roads  and  paths,  and  di- 

l^vided   it  into  plots  of  a  qnnrtcr  of  an   acre, 

man  or  les*,  and  let  it  nut,  for  exactly  the  Mimi' 

which  he  gives  roe,  to  the  poor  families 

town,  chiefly  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 

wrvtched  stiburb  Silver- street,  whcr«  the   mi- 

Mubli   hoveU  had  not  an  inch  of  outlet,  and 

the  diildreD  wer«  conttunily  grovelling  in  the 
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atmmag, 
iM  the 

picVitm !  OnT  ^■■cBv  ■■■(  tligiif  ^srscm 
1mt«  d<Nw  lor  (bc9«  pear  people  t  Cnrr  »pan 
hour  of  tb«  paforta  »  £!««•  to  tbe  lauing  of 
vcg«tMblcs  for  tbcir  evn  iim  ■iinwiiwi.  or  lor 
hale,  or  for  the  mvin^  hmI  fiutiag  Ihst  prime 
loxtny  of  the  EngGiA  peasant,  a  fig.  The 
childrcD  have  bealtby  and  pkaicni  nnploy- 
nrnl.  The  artisan  who  can  oolj  find  work  Jar 
Ivo  or  thrrr  days  hi  llic  wcvk  i»  savnl  from 
■he  pari*h ;  hr  who  ha*  full  pij  ts  Mrrcil  from 
the  ale-houie.  A  ft-chtig  of  iadc[)eD<Ici)c«  i« 
generated,  itnd  ihr  poor  man's  heart  is  giad- 
deoed  and  warmrd  by  thr  contdous  pride  of 
pfxyperty  hi  the  •oti— by  knowing  and  f«lmg 
thut  ihc  •pring  shower  and  the  iiumnter  nun  nrv 
•WcIIiog  and  rifiening  his  little  horvesL 

'•»  I  «pMik  anh-ntly,"  continued  th«  Oeneral, 
raihiir  ashonwd  of  his  owit  euihiuiaoiD ;  "  but  1  \e 
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jmtbevn  Ulking  with  llutl  nublf  fdlow  Howard, 
vho  in  the  midst  of  iiis  many  avocntions  ba> 
time  for  all  this,  and  tva\ly  I  cannut  hrlp 
Whtlut  I  VMS  with  him,  in  cAinc  one  of  the 
J   ft4k«   to   comjdoin  that  i>u  garden  was 
need.       '  I'n   glad   of  it,'   rcplifd    liow-ard; 
Lull's  tt  |iroof  that  you  are  a  rval  tt'iuiDt,  and 
.  this  is  Dot  a  charity  affair.'     And  the  nuui 
off  «□  inch  taller.     Uonard  coofesa»  iJiat 
ins  not  been  alile  to  resist  the  tetaptation 
giving  then  hark  tlie  amount  of  the  rent  in 
and  reworda  of  one  sort  or  other,     lie 
><r)edges  that  this  is  the  weak  part  of  hi« 
ndvrtaking;  but,  a«  I  !«id  juHt  now,  he  could 
Dt  help  iL     Moreover,  I  doubt  if  the  giving 
etc  the  rent  in  that  fomi  be  wrong,— at  least, 
be  wrong  to  give  it  boek  at  lint.     The 
king-cUuKex  are  apt  to  be  Huspidousof  tbcir 
iperiora — I  am  afraid  that  they  have  some- 
imet  had  rtason  to  Ik>  so ;  and  as  the  benefits 
ihe    §YEtetn    twtnol    Iw    imnicdintcly    expe- 
1,  it  ia  well  to  throw  in  the^  little  boon* 
stimulate  them  to  perwverance.     But  here 
we  axe  at   Mr.  Howard's,"  pursued  the  good 
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lummrr  cvCTiinj;  Mm.  Howard'*  flower-garden 
m>  hn-  drawing- room.  What  a  llnwcr-garctcQ 
It  «u !  A  sunny  turfy  knoU  aJoping  abrtiptly 
to  a  natural  and  nevcr-raib'ng  spring,  tliat  di- 
vided it  from  a  meadow  riHJiij;  on  the  other  side 
«ith  uearlr  equal  abruptneiis ;  (he  ntwp  devccnt 
dotted  wilh  flower-beds,  ridt,  bright,  fresh,  and 
gluwing,  and  the  path  that  wound  up  the  hill 
lidding  tlirotigli  a  narrow  >tonc  gateway — an 
IrTTgiitar  arch  overrun  with  luxuriant  mas^n 
of  thi-  narrow -I  eavt^,  white-vmed  ivy,  which 
Inu1t.tl  im  long  pendant  !>trings  almost  to  the 
gnmnd  into  a  dark  and  shadowy  walk,  miming 
along  the  top  of  a  wild  pr(-ripito(isl>ank,clotbrd 
partly  with  forest-treeM,  oak,  aivd  elm,  and 
poplsr^JUirlly  willi  the  finc»t  exotica,  cedars, 
rypreases,  and  the  rare  atid  graceful  snowdro)>. 
tree,  of  such  growth  and  beauty  as  are  si^doni 
sMn  in  England,— and  tenninalcd  by  a  root- 
house  overhung  by  the  branches  of  an  immcnae 
arada,  now  in  the  full  glof)-  of  its  white  And 
fragrant  blossoms,  and  so  completely  ootiMflling 
ad  but  the  entrance  of  Ihv  old  riKtt-lwuM;,  that 
emed  as  if  that  quiet  retreat  had  no  other 


-F« 


had  ciU|{fat 

'  her  lud*  »ere 

Uit  ml  tkn  cm  ^aiiiig  na  okH 

«»UI«f  IuvvsmI  ja^,  udo/'tbc 

>«ra  Mm  mi  prftct  ncMicibalkKi. 

iBMiir  ^d  VSbv.  "1  lure 

^■fi^:    bol  I  Inrc  «ftn<l  bit. 

Ij  ksvr  1  rrpnikd.     It 

I  luvr  cnUmla 

pMrtiftii  hiwiri   and  arvcr  nl  I  wt  fool  jo  one 

-Ikn  ir*  cmJkjmJ   BoMb,  nth  ■  frnfi 
bM«  </aMs;  -«db  'iiM  ihMU  I  be  nMk  uf 

*■  A»d  Wn  Mr  dK  pts*  and  ibc  ttrnrbok , 
WBKhi,   iwii^;  •'•ad  the  piokt 

^Ha(in  fev^  te  lonJr  finle  girl,  an  Uutnah, 
iL  bbJ  m  tsRsn  ber ;  "  asd  the  poor  miiiier- 
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Ins  child— my  only  child  !  dw  has  no  nuMber, 
Rvuuh — trill  you  be  one  to  her  ?" 
-••WtI!  I!"    igdn   echoetl    HuiDah;    "oil, 
WilliMiD,  wHl  I  noir 

"RmMTnb«T,  I  am  stiti  only  a  poor  jourory- 
nio — I  have  no  money,*'  uid  Willinm. 

•*  Bui  I  have,"  n-piietl  Hannah. 

"  And  tthall  we  twt  bltrss  iMr.  Howard,"  con* 
tmucd  he,  a*  with  his  own  Haiinah  on  his  arm, 
■nd  hi«  little  girl  hohling  by  hiH  hand,  hr  foU 
knird  Mr*.  Maynard  and  ihe  General, — '*  »liall 
we  not  bless  Mr.  Howard,  who  rescued  me 
frnm    idleness  and  its  besetting    lemptalions, 

tatid  gave  me  pleasant  and  profitable  employ- 
Mat  in  the  oottagt^jTftrden  ?" 
Note.  —  The  system  on  which  the  above 
story  is  founded,  is  happily  no  fiction ;  and 
although  generally  appropriated  to  the  agricul- 
tural labourer  of  the  rural  diNtrieU,  it  has, 
mon-  than  one  bistancc,  been  tried  with 
[emiitcnt  success  amongst  the  pnonr  artisans  )n 
towns — to  whom,  above  all  otbrr  clax»c»,  the 
po*cr  of  emerging  from  the  (in  every  itemit) 
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■■  tsnroovonl  nuts  Mm 


is  «o  tilde  kaowi^ 
»  strUiitf  and  ao  natu- 
Uh-  tempttlian    of 
■  Ae  vord*  ta  wlikfa  it  n< 
W  ihe  Best  stnniiout  and 
«f  dtt  cdO*)^  aUotntcnfe. 
a  poor  raiioi;  nan,  an 
^foernkmni  Ummv,  a  posnt,  who,  findtBg 
Im  wcUt  wyt  i—Vijiian    to  the  Mipport  of 
Ml  ftarilT,  anl     Tm wt iaff  ftwi  appJring  Tor 
nfief  t»  the  pviA,  ao«^  aKi  obtained  uflh! 
1h4  tt  d*  aMaor  tbr  penBt»ioa  to  endoae 
•  fmaU  {^  of  vnte  hnd,  of  ■hicft  the  valor 
bad  hitherto  brew  nry  trifling.     B;  diligent 
cultivatioa   be  broi^t  it  to  a  state  of  j;rcKi 
pnxIiKiiTeoess  and   feetililr-      This  wim  ftfter- 
irards  tulEcicaUy  extended  to  enable  htm  (o 
keep  a  cow  or  two,  to  support  his  famik  in 
L-onirort  Aod   indepeodencr,  and  uliiinatety  tn 
purchase  tlic  fee-iiiinple  at  the  land.     During 
tlic  hours  of  relaxation,  he   educated  himself 
•iifficieittly  to  enable  him  to  relate  clearly  and 
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cotKcUy  tbc  result  of  liis  expcrieDoe;  nnd 
tteling  it  his  duty  to  endeavour  to  improve 
tJte  coadition  of  his  fcllow-labourerx,  by  in- 
ibrming  ibeni  of  ihr  sdvanta^i-s  nbieh  lie  had 
derived  from  induNirtous  nnd  sober  habiis,  and 
ibe  cultivation  of  a  small  pIotofgruunil,he  pub- 
tisfaed  a  pamphlet  called  '*  Tbe  Peasant's  W'am- 
iofi  Voice,"  whieh,  by  atlracting  the  aUention 

[of  penoDB  of  humanity  and  influence,  gave  the 

f  firvt  imfndse  to  llu.-  ay«u-in. 

Amongst  the  earlieit  and  mo»t  xralous  of  its 
Bapportera  was  Lord  tiraybrooke,  to  whom, 
DGCt  after  John  Dcnson,  (for  that  noblc'tninded 
peasant  must  always  claim  the  first  place.) 
beloagB   the   honour  of  promulgating    cxten- 

->i<ciy;  •  plan  rvpletc  with  huniiiiiily  and  nit- 

•dant. 

It  was  firtf  carried  into  effect  by  his  Lord- 
ship, eeveral  years  ago,  in  (he  parish  of  Saffron 
Waldco,  a  place  then  remarkable  for  misery 
and  vice,  but  which  is  now  codspictious  for  the 
prosperity  and  good  conduct  of  its  [Kior«r  tobii- 

tbitants.     The  paupers  out  the  nites  were  very 

^aanwroua,  (amounting,  I  believe,  to  135,)  nnd 
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J  w*  now  comparatively  few,  and— which  is  of 
'flir  more  iniporlanw,  nincc  the  reduclion  of  the 
po<>r<»tes  is  merely  an  inci^lcnUil  consequence 
ipf  (he  system — the  cases  of  crime  at  the  Quarter 
Sessions  haw  diminiiihed  in  a  »imilar  propor- 
tion, 

Since  that  period,  the  cottage  allolments  have 
been  tried  id  many  parts  of  Kngland,  and 
always  with  success.  Indeed,  they  can  hardly 
fail,  jirovided  the  soil  be  favourable  to  tpade- 
husbandry,  the  rent  not  higher  than  that  which 
would  hv  demanded  from  a  large  occupier  of 
Innd,  the  ground  properly  drained  and  fenced, 
a»d  the  labourers  not  i-ncunibered  with  rules 
and  regiilntions :  for  lh«  main  olyect  being  not 
merely  to  add  to  the  physical  comforts,  but  to 
raise  the  n»oral  character  of  lt»  working-claMes, 
e9)wcial  care  should  be  taken  to  induce  and 
eberiMh  the  feeling  of  independence,  and  to 
prove  to  iheoi  thai  they  are  considered  as  te- 
ruuits  paying  rent,  and  not  as  almsmen  receiving 
charily. 

I  am  happy  to  add,  that  the  Mr.  Howard  of  this 
lltUv  story  (that  is  not  i/tiilr  his  D8me)doe» actu. 
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■Dj  exist.  He  U  a  an  cmiitmt  brvwvr  id  a  aiuxll 
town  in  our  oeighbuurhiKMi,  und  liiu  oUo  bd- 
oilicr  gn-Bl  brtrwcr^'  near  LoDdon :  he  has  a  Urge 
family  of  vouRgcbiUlr<.-n  uiid  orphan  relalioni, 
,it  an  active  magistrate,  a  sporlitnian,  a  horticuU 
turi«(,  a  muskian,  a  cricketer ;  is  celvbrated  for 
the  most  extcoaivc  and  the  most  elegant  boa- 
pitality  ;  and  yet,  hju  found  time,  not  oa]y  tu 
establish  ihc  syslvm  in  his  own  )Mm»li,  but  oIm 
to  officiate  *»  sccretarjr  to  a  tocieiy  fur  the-  pro- 
motiun  of  this  good  object  thmuglioui  tl>e 
oouoty.  Heaven  grant  it  success!  J,  for  mjr 
poor  part,  am  thoroughly  csnnnced,  that  if  ever 
pnijevt  were  at  once  benevolent  and  rational, 
and  practicable,  and  witc,  it  is  this  of  the  cot- 
tage allolmcnla;  and  I  can  hardly  refrain  from 
ratrenting  my  readen — especially  my  fair  read- 
ers— to  exert  whatever  power  orinfluenoe  they 
may  poisess  in  favour  of  a  cause  which  has  for 
it»  wile  aim  and  eud,  lite  putting  down  of  vice 
and  miMiry,  and  the  diffusion  of  tutppinews  aiid 
virtue. 
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Amokcst  the  most  generally-  beloved,  not 
nefdjr  of  the  clergy,  but  of  the  whole  pupu- 
latioa  of  Bclford,  as  that  populatioD  stiMxl 
KHnc  thirty  ycura  ago,  wii»  my  good  old  friend 
the  Curate  of  St.  Nichoki* ;  and,  hi  my  mind, 
he  bad  ()iialilie»  that  migln  botli  explain  and 
justify  bis  universal  popularity. 

Belfonl  \i  nt  pretient  &ingulariy  fortuDate 
ID  the  parochial  clergy.  Of  the  two  vicar^ 
wboui  1  have  the  honour  aod  the  privilege 
oi  kooviBg,  one  confers  upon  the  plac^  the 
(■■aliltdg  diitinctiun  of  being  the  residence 
<tf  a  grttX  pMt ;  whilst  both  are  not  only,  in 
tW  tngbest  wm»e  of  that  highest  word,  gentle- 
Mta*  in  birth,  in  education,  in  nunnem,  and 
Bl  aiad— bui  auncotly  popular  in  the  pul- 
m^  M  panh  priMUi  not  to  be  excelled, 
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eren  antoniirBt  ihe  pen*rally  escellwtt  clergymen 
of  the  Church  of  Kiiglond — a  phraM-,  hv  the 
«ay,  which  jiutt  at  thiit  mamrnt  muihIs  <io  like 
a  war-cry*  that  I  cannot  loo  (juivkly  discUim 
my  iDtcntion  of  inflicting  a  poliljcal  diiiwrtii- 
lion  on  the  unwary  reader.  My  design  is 
Minply  to  draw  a  Talthfitl  h't:<.-ncss  of  oiie  of 
the  moat  peaceable  meinhcni  of  the  vstabliiJi- 
nent. 

Of  late  years,  there  has  been  a  prodi-' 
IHious  change  in  the  body  clerical.  The  acti- 
rity  of  (he  disM-nliTC,  the  »pread  of  educa- 
tion, and  the  immen*e  increase  of  population, 
to  say  nothing  of  that  "  word  of  |»o»er,"  Re- 
form) have  oombioed  to  produce  a  stirring 
•pirit  of  emulation  atnof^«t  the  younger 
clergy,  which  has  quite  changed  the  aspect 
of  the  profMoon.  Heretofore,  the  "  church 
militant"  was  the  quietest  and  easiest  of  all 
vocations ;  and  the  tno«t  blender  and  lii<iy- 
litce  young  gentleman,  tlic  *'  mnmrnuV  d<ir- 
Ung"  of  a  great  family,  whose  Iung»  were  too 
tender  for  the  b«r,  and  whose  frame  was  too 
delicate    for  the  army,    toight  be  sent  with 
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perfect  comfort  to  the  mog  mncj  uf  a  neigh- 
bouring; poriitli,  (o  timA  Horace,  cultivate  auri- 
euU*,  cliri^tun,  marry,  and  liury,  about  twjer 
a  quarter,  and  do  duty  once  every  Sunday. 
Now  limes  arc  altered ;  prayen  must  be  read 
and  xc-rmonit  preM:))e<)  twice  a  <)ay  at  leaat, 
not  for^ttinjf  K-ctun-s  in  Tvi-nt,  and  homilies 
at  tid«  time* ;  workbouM.'s  are  to  be  visited : 
aehouls  attended,  boys  and  girls  tau^t  In  the 
morning,  and  grown-up  bumpkins  in  the  turn- 
ing; children  arc  to  be  catechised ;  miuiter* 
and  nustrcMWH  )o»ke<d  afli-r ;  hynin-IXKikA  di»> 
tributetl ;  bibles  given  away ;  trad  societies 
foMered  amongst  the  zealous,  and  psalmody 
cullivaied  amongst  the  musical.  In  short,  a 
eufale,  now-u^ays,  even  a  country  ctinrtC^ 
miidi  more  if  hix  parish  lie  in  a  great  town, 
hu  need  of  the  iang*  of  u  barrivter  in  good 
practice,  and  the  &trengtii  and  activity  of  ail 
officer  oF  dragoons. 

t>Now  this  is  just  as  it  ought  to  be.     NevW^ 
thrlcsM,  I  cannot  help  entcrlaioing  certain  re- 
leotings  hi  favour  of  the  wdl-eitdowrd  church* ' 
man  of  the  old  school,   round,   indolent,   and 
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nd,  at  pence  «fiil)  himscir  and  with  oU 
■niuod  him,  who  lives  in  quit't  and  plnily  in 
his  ample  iMr«>n age- house,  diNpenfting  wtlh 
a  libtnl  hand  the  9uperlluitiei>  ot  his  hoapilahle 
labte,  Kgular  and  exact  in  his  condu<:t,  but 
not  ao  precise  as  to  n(uK  a  SatunUj  nighi'« 
lubber  in  his  nwu  peritoti,  or  tu  nHtdemn  hU 
|nri*biMiei«  for  their  gunw  uT  cricket  on  Sun- 
day nftenooona ;  charitable  id  word  aod  deed, 
lokrant,  iodulgeot,  kiad,  to  (lie  widest  extent 
uf  that  widest  word ;  but,  exo-pt  in  suvh 
wisdom  (and  it  is  of  th<-  best),  nu  wiser  than 
ibat  inntnenl  member  of  (he  church,  Parson 
Adams.  In  a  word,  exactly  such  a  man  as 
laj  guod  old  friend  the  rector  of  lladley,  ci- 
devant  curate  of  St.  Nicholas*  in  Bclford,  who 
hot  just  pawed  the  window  in  ttiat  reiHTable 
rrliqur  of  atuii|uiijr,  his  on«-horM!  chaise.  Ah, 
we  may  see  liiro  &lill,  through  the  budding 
leaves  of  the  clustering  China  rose,  «s  he  is 
stopping  to  give  a  penny  to  poor  lame  UlDaii 
Uoore — stopping,  and  stooping  his  short  round 
person  with  no  small  effort,  that  l>c  may  put 
it  into  her  little  haod,  because  ibe  child  would 


giftirf«itkl 

Hmm  W  gBc^  w^  TCMoUr  IriMid  Uw 
lUTcnod  ietmk  Sim^mm,-  rrtfar  of  Hjxltey* 
vuw-DuwtOR,  »  tW  oMMljr  of  SoathampUo, 
mmI  vioM-  of  Ikdwnrth.  is  tk  amaty  of  Smrey. 
Tbrnrv  he  goos,  m  wfaoK  Touth  trad  wetetin 
Hud  Mtull  kIhwU  wrrr  aat,  but  wlio  jM  haa 
tliHM  <u  much  good  and  u  littk  hum  in  lib 
jpitiernliwi,  hu  formed  ma  ju>t  and  u  uwful 
«   liuk    IwlWDni    Ute   lich   aud    the   puor.   Uie 


i 


ST.  mcUOLAS'. 


67 


I 


idlon)  and  the  praunl,  as  evtr  did  honour 
to  religion  wmI  Io  human  nature.  PerhApr. 
lJii«  is  only  saving,  in  otlter  words,  that,  iiuder 
aaj  ^tem,  benevolence  and  single-mindcdnetft 
will  produce  their  proper  effects. 

I  am  not,  howpvcT,  fjwtng  to  preftci)  a  HerinoD 
oTcr  my  worthy  frieiMl — long  may  it  be  before 
tuK  fuoeral  sermon  is  preached  I  or  even  to 
write  bis  iioge,  for  ehga  are  dull  thinj^ ; 
and  to  sit  down  with  the  intention  ai  beinK 
dull, — to  aet  about  ihe  matter  with  inalice 
prcpm^e  (howtieit  the  calamity  may  itome- 
(imea  happen  oceidcntally),  I  hold  to  be  an 
DMieoeasary  impertinence.  I  am  only  to  gix'c 
a  sU;;ht  sketch,  a  wrt  of  liinr»-<'ye  view  of  my 
revcnnKl  friendV  life,  which,  by  the  way,  ha» 
beett,  ncnpt  in  onl^  single  particular,  m  bar- 
ren of  incidents,  that  it  might  almost  ptiM  for 
one  of  ibose  proverbially  uneventftd  narrulirei'. 
The  Lives  of  the  Poets. 

Fif^y-six  years  ago,  our  portly  rector — then, 
it  may  ba  presumed,  a  sleek  iuh)  comely 
bwh^or— left  college,  where  he  had  paswd 
through    his  examinations  and  taken   his   dc- 
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frees  wiUi  retpectalilc  nKdiorritVi  and  WM 
ordainod  to  the  curacy  or  St.  Nicholas'  parM), 
io  our  nurket-town  of  Bdfcird,  «rher«,  hj  tbe 
recommt-ndalinn  of  hiN  «iair.  Dr.  Grampuund,  , 
hv  fixed  him»clf  in  (he  unal)  but  neut  fim- 
floor  of  a  reduced  wiclos  gvntlevrouian,  who 
ondcavourcd  to  eke  out  ■  imall  annuity  by 
letting  Indfrings  at  (ighl  s))illing»  a-wcck,  Hmii, 
china,  plate,  glasft,  and  waiting  indudnl,  and 
by  keeping  a  toy-xhup,  of  which  the  whole 
stock,  ttddliM,  drtimH,  twlK  dulls,  aw)  shutlk- 
oockfl,  might  l>e  safely  appraiHed  at  under  eight 
poundn,  includiDg  a  stately  rocking- iMine,  tMff^ 
pdor  widov's  eheval  de  baiai/U,  which  had 
occupied  oii«  side  of  Mrs.  Martin's  shop  from 
iha  lime  of  her  setting  up  in  business,  and  still 
«jn(iiiueil  to  kivp  his  alalion  uiH-lieapeoed  bj^ 
Hm-  llirlfly  cu»t<Hiier*. 

Tll«r»,  by  llw  advice  of  Dr.  Gmmpnund,  did 
h*  flaw  hlniMlf  on  his  arrival  at  Belford  ;  and 
lliwn*  hn  wminued  (or  full  thirty  years,  occo^ 
iiylltn  llw  wiitw  first-floor;  the  sitting-room— a 
ftliHlMltl  aiwrtnii-nt,  with  one  wimlow  (for  the 
lllllr   t"V  «hi»i>  w*«   M  comcr-house)   abutting 
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«0  the  Hi^  Bridge,  and  tke  otfaor  at  Ar 
■aritct-)diM — still*  ■•  ai  fint,  furaulmJ  vitli  « 
SooUih  csrpvt,  cBoe  didn,  a  Pivlmke  ufaic, 
tad  two  hsnging  Bhcitn,  mhith  wtB^  fdiBri 
tbov  Um  for  ibdr  oMhmAIb  ilniiiiiJHi  rf 
M£og  books,  mthimw,  and  nrwspapcn,  d^ 
for  the  porpovr  of  boUiag  aipuiwl  tbc  kad 
of  cwerj  uowan-  pmoa  vho  migfat  bifipea  la 
«il  down  near  the  whU  ;  and  tlic  mull  thmaJker 
ImMdH,  with  tu  toit-bed  and  diaatj  fnnritore, 
I  iu  ■iiliiigwiji  cbeA  of  drawcn,  oar  chair  and 
no  tablet  «)th  Ihe  •elf-ume  afiBicw  qofac, 
dt«cat  IntDady,  in  her  h6ed  bal 
KfTed  BMumiag  Jtown,  and  tbeideatkal 
naiden,  Paltj,  a  dnnaTa,  riril, 
dwarfed  a*  il  fhould  tmn  by  ' 
cariMityiagT  nace  frmt  twelve  years  upwards 
ibe  had  not  grown  an  inch.  Except  the  dock 
of  time,  wlueh,  bawerirt-  in)|Kfcrptiblrt  don 
tiSi  IffCp  tnoring,  evenlhing  about  the  little 
luy-ahap  in  the  inarkrt-pUcv  at  B<^ford  wad 
at  a  «und>sd]L  The  very  tabbjr  cat  «hich 
Ibj  backing  on  th«  b«anh,  niij;hi  bavc  pa^strd 
fur  fats  prugvnitor  of  happjr  metoary,  who  took 
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hie  lilatioQ  there  ihe  ni^t  of  Mr.  Singleton's 
arriral ;  and  the  self-same  hobby-horae  stilt 
Ktood  rocking  opposite  the  counter,  the  adoii- 
ntioQ  of  every  urchin  who  passed  (he  door, 
and  so  completely  the  priile  of  the  nnttreM 
of  the  dumkile,  that  it  ix  to  be  ([ueHtionetl— 
cnnvctii«»t  bk  thirty  Khillin;^  lawful  ntoney  of 
Orcal  Uritain,  might  umietiuteti  have  proved 
to  Mrs.  Martin— whetlicr  she  would  not  have 
felt  more  rduclancc  than  pleasure  in  parting 
w-idi  lliiit,  lite  prime  orDameut  of  her  Mock. 

Thi-re,  however,  the  rocking-horse  remained ; 
and  there  remained  Mr.  Singleton,  gradually 
adraueing  frotn  a  {terKonuble  yuuth  to  a  portly 
middle-aged  man ;  and  ob»cure  and  untempt- 
ing  as  the  station  of  a  curate  in  a  country- 
town  may  appear,  it  is  doubtful  whether  those 
lliirly  year*  of  comparative  poverty  were  not 
amongst  ihe  happiest  of  his  0017  and  tranquil 
life. 

Very  happy  ibey  undoubtedly  were.  To 
my  nothing  of  Ibe  comforts  provided  fur  him 
by  his  oMidnous  landlady  and  her  civil  do- 
nuviict  botbijf  whom  felt  all  Ibc  value  of  tbeir 
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kJBcI,  oTxIerly,  and  considcraie  inmate ;  upv- 

OftUy  M  com|mrrd  with  tlir  rucki>tty  rccruitinj; 

ofieerB   and    lro»bk-wni*>  unglc    gentlewomen 

«bo    Itad   i^eraUjr  occupied   (he    6nt-flo<tr; 

Dur  curate  waa  in  ptime  favour  with  liis  vicar, 

Ur.  Oriun[ioun<l,   a  alntcljr  pillar  of  divinity, 

rigidly  urlhodux  in  all  iimtu-rs  of  chun-h  and 

Gtale,  who  having  a  atoU  in  a  dixtant  cathedral, 

and  SFHtther  living  b;  thv  tea-nidc,  spent  but 

Utile   of  his  time  at  Belford,   and    had   iH-m 

•o  tonoeoted  hy  his  three  last  curates — the  lirat 

of  nhona  was  avowedly  of  whig  politics,  and 

tnore   than   uispedcd   of  Calvinisiic   religion : 

tbr  second  a  fox-huotrr.  and  the  third  a  poet — 

that   he  wftH  ddightnl  t4t  intrust  hin  fluck   to 

a  slaidf  sober  youth  of  high>church  and  lory 

pnoaple*.  who  nern*  mounted  a  horse  in  his 

life,   and   would   hardly  iuve   trusted   himwlf 

on  Hrs.  Martin's  steed  of  wood;   and  whose 

genius,    so   far  from   carrying  him   into  any 

flights  of  poesy,  never  went  beyond  Ihat  weekly 

pcucrss  of  scmKin-making  which,  as  the  doctor 

olmrvcd,   was  all   that   a  sound   divine  need 

know  of    authorship.      Never  wa«    curate  a 
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greater  f&vouritc  with  hie  principfil.  Her  has 
ewn  btt-n  heard  to  pT(>ph»;r  that  tlw  yoiinfr 
mail  would  tie  a  bisliop. 

Amongst  the  parixhionrrB,  high  and  low, 
Josiah  WM  no  Iwn  n  rnvoiiriic.  The  poor  felt 
his  bcncvoU-ncc,  liia  ink'grily,  hi«  piety,  and 
his  Mtvndy  kindneu :  whilst  the  richer  claMont 
(for  in  the  good  town  of  Belford  few  were 
absoliitdy  rich)  wcm  wron  by  his  unaRecled 
goo(l-Rnlure,  ihe  niotit  popular  of  all  qualities- 
There  wast  nothing  shining  about  the  man,  no 
danger  of  bis  setting  (he  Thames  on  fire,  and 
the  gentlemen  liked  him  none  the  worse  for 
thai ;  but  hii  chief  friends  and  allies  were  the 
todies — not  the  young  ladifi*,  (by  whom,  to  my 
tb<.'  truth,  hi;  wax  not  mi  much  courted,  and 
whom,  in  return,  he  did  not  trouble  hintself 
to  court,)  but  ihetliscrcel  mamtnas  andgrand- 
inanima*,  and  maiden  gcnttewofncn  of  a  certain 
age*  amongst  whom  h«  found  hJmsrlf  cob- 
■iderably  more  valued  and  infinitely  morv  U 
home. 

South  to  wiy,  our  Hiaid,  worthy,  prudent,  bo- 
)fer  young  nun,  had  at  no  time  oC  his  life  bwD 
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td  mtb  the  buoyant  aud  mrrourial  spirit 
peculiar  to  youth.  There  was  in  him  a  conn- 
dermhk-  annlnf;;  betw  een  ihe  mind  and  llw  IitKly. 
Both  were  heavy,  kluj^gish,  atid  slow.  He  was 
DO  strait-lacei!  pem>n  rilhcr;  he  likod  a  jaku 
ID  hisowD  quiet  way  we])  vHotigh :  Init  aa  tu  «■■ 
countering  the  quips,  and  cranks,  anJ  quiddi- 
li<*  of  a  >ct  of  giddy  giHs,  he  rotild  ns  coon 
have  daiKcd  n  cotillon-  Tlu'  ^ft  wa*  not  in 
him.  So  with  a  wi»e  iuAtinct  h«  stuck  to  their 
ddrn;  calkd  oo  thecn  in  the  mominp;:  drank 
tm  with  llicni  at  night  i  played  whi«t,  qua- 
drille, rai>4J»o,  hack  gammon,  comnirTOf,  or  lol- 
Irry-liokelis  a*  the  {larty  might  require;  tuUI 
neirs  and  talked  scandal  as  well  as  any  woman 
of  them  all ;  accommodatml  a  iltiTeTonce  of  tour 
yrara'  xtamling  between  ihe  wife  of  the  cliii-f 
attontey  and  the  sister  of  the  principal  physi- 
cian ;  and  was  appealed  to  as  absolute  rrferr« 
in  a  queftlion  of  precedence  belwren  the  widnw 
of  a  posl-captaJQ  and  (he  Lady  of  a  colonel  of 
volunteers,  which  had  divided  (he  whole  gen- 
tility of  the  town  into  |>Artir«.  In  short,  he  vtut 
luch  a  favourite  in  the  fvnmie  world,  that  when 
»ou  I.  •i 


ihe  ladies  of  Belford  (on  (heir  huslutods  netting 
Up  a  weekly  c&rd>club  &t  the  Crown)  rvsolvcd 
to  niTCt  on  tliv  some  Di|;l)t  nl  each  othcr'H 
houses,  Mr.  Singleton  WO!!,  by  unaiiimoua  ooD- 
sent,  the  only  gentleman  admitted  to  the  female 
oot«rie. 

Hapjiier  man  could  hardly  be,  than  the 
worthy  Jo«iah  in  this  fair  com|)anj.  At  (irtt, 
indeed,  come  Jighl  interruption!!  to  his  comfort 
had  offered  themselves,  in  the  bhape  of  over- 
lures  matrimonial,  from  three  mammae,  two 
papas,  ooc  uncle,  and  (I  grieve  to  say)  nnc 
lady,  an  elderly  young  lady,  a  sort  of  dowager 
•piiwter  in  her  own  proper  person,  who,  smitten 
with  Mr.  Singleton *s  excellent  character,  a 
small  independence,  beoiilos  hi*  ciirncy  in  pos- 
seuioii,  and  u  irifiing  estate  (much  exaggerated 
by  the  gossip  fame)  in  expectancy,  and  perhaps 
tomewliat  swayed  by  Dr.  Grampound's  magni- 
ficent proptieey,  had,  at  the  oonimencement  of 
his  career,  rcKpeclively  given  him  to  undrt^ 
stand  that  he  might,  tf  he  chose,  heeonie  more 
nearly  related  to  thvm.  This  is  a  sort  of  ditem- 
ma  which  a  wcU-bred  man,  and  a  man  of  hu> 
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mMily,  (aad  our  curate  wu  both,)  usually  feela 
to  be  U>lrTal)ly  cmbarrmuiiig.  Jot>iuli,  however, 
extricated  bimtelf  with  his  usual  straigbtfor- 
■mttd  simplicity.  He  said,  and  said  truly, 
"  that  he  cnnNdcrvd  mAlriniony  a  great  com. 
tort — that  he  liud  d  re»pcet  for  the  itale,  and 
BO  diUDcIiDsiion  la  any  of  the  ladies;  but  that 
be  was  a  poor  caan,  and  could  not  afford  so  ex- 
pensive a  luxury."  And  uilh  the  exception  of 
oae  mamms,  who  bad  nine  unmarried  daughters 
and  proposed  wailing  fur  a  living,  and  the  old 
young  lady  vrbo  hod  itfferrd  herself,  and  who 
kept  ber  bed  and  threnlened  to  die  on  bin  re- 
fiual,  thus  giving  him  the  fright  of  having  lo 
bury  liis  inaotorato,  and  being  haunlcd  by  her 
ghoBt — with  these  slight  cxceptiofu,  everybody 
took  his  answer  in  good  p«rL 

Am  be  advaoced  in  life,  those  sort  of  annoy* 
MMneeascd — bis  Maid  sober  dc[x>rtuien(,  ruddy 
countenance  and  portly  person,  giving  him  an 
•tr  of  being  even  older  than  he  really  was ;  so 
that  be  came  lo  be  ooo^idered  as  tltat  privileged 
perKin,  acunlinned  old  bachelor,  the  general 
bnu  of  (be  female  coterie,  and  the  favourite 
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marrycr  and  christencT  of  the  town  and  »M|^- 
bourhood.  Nay,  as  years  wore  away,  and  be 
begao  lu  marry  some  wliom  )i«  had  cliristened, 
and  to  bury  many  whom  he  had  married,  eren 
Dr.  Grampouiid's  propliecy  ceased  to  be  r^ 
mcinbered,  and  he  appeared  to  be  as  fimilj 
rooted  in  Belford  as  St.  Nicholas's  church,  and 
■■completely  fixed  in  the  toy-«hop  as  the  roclc- 
rag-hanc. 

Destiny,  however,  had  other  things  in  store 
for  bini.  The  good  town  of  Belford,  as  I  have 
already  hiiiti-d,  \r,  to  its  own  niiefortunr,  a  poor 
place !  an  independent  borough,  and  subject, 
accordingly,  to  the  infliction  (privilege,  I  be- 
lieve, Ihc  voters  are  pleased  to  call  it)  of  an 
election.  For  thirty  years — during  which  period 
there  had  been  M-ven  or  fight  of  these  visitaliont 
— the  calamity  had  passed  over  so  mildly,  that, 
excriit  thrc«  or  four  days  of  intoicraWe  drank- 
ennew,  (accompanied,  of  course,  by  a  sufficient 
number  of  broken  beads,)  no  oll»er  mischief  l>ad 
occurrwi;  the  two  great  families,  whig  and  lory, 
who  might  be  said  to  divide  the  town — for  this 
was  b<fore  the  days  of  that  active  reformer 
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h«fi  Words  an  Unl  to  docxibe  tbe 
iih  ihrHinnTin  ihrhlnniiwu.  iWUiwBtj^ 
dv  abkfc^  ifae  iU-wiU,  tk  ImUIs  bj 
•Ml  hy  fitf  ■  of  tbai  Smxtmn*  Uwc-  At  !■> 
ifae  Ydvwi  csmed  it  by  u;  smI  m  a  pctitioa 
aid  Kntfiay  in  tbe  Uoow  at  Cowimips  bj 
■Bglr  vat*:  rad  as  Mr.  Si^ctaa  bad  ben 
o^^ad  oo  tbtf  ade  of  tbe  viomn*  partr,  aot 
mmij  by  bis  own  poMtical  cfcsiaas  and  ibo«r 
of  hi*  maaaa  vicar,  I>r.  Gcanpooad,  but  also 
bjr  tbe  predikctioas  of  bii  fanalc  allies,  viw 
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the  dvction  bj  ihe  mere  procc»s  of  letting  ilic- 
people  talk. 

Thift  talent,  which,  >l  i«  to  bp  pr«sumcd,  He 
antuired  ta  the  ladies'  club  at  Bc-IfVird,  and 
vhtch  probably  coaiributed  la  \u%  popularitv 
IB  thai  society,  stood  him  in  great  stead  in  the 
aristocratic  drcle  of  Ddnorth  Castle.  Thf 
whole  family  wax  equally  dt^lightedand  amuied 
by  bis  bonhommie  and  ^inipticily ;  and  he  in 
return,  captivated  by  ihdr  liindneii«,  m  wdl  aK 
grateful  for  their  benefits,  paid  them  a  Anoere 
and  oofeigned  homage,  which  treblcil  their 
good-wilL  Never  was  ao  honeitt  and  aille««  a 
courtier.  There  was  mmcthing  at  once  divert- 
ing and  amiable  in  the  ascendancy  which  every- 
thing connected  with  hia  patron  held  over  Mf; 
Singleton's  imagination.  Loyal  subject  as  he 
tinqaestionably  war,  the  king,  qneen,  and  rnyni 
Tamily  would  have  been  la  nnthiitg  in  his  eyes, 
comparul  with  I^rd  unil  T<ady  Delworth  and 
their  illualrious  offspring.  He  purchased  a 
new  peerage,  wliich  in  the  cour>c  of  a  few  .dayh 
opened  inrobintarily  on  the  honoured  page 
which  contained  an  account  of  their  geucnlogy  : 
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hit  wbIU  ircTc  hung  with  gruund-plins  of 
Hadley  Hduk,  deriiiorM  of  Diflvurth  Cutlf, 
mapt  of  tbe  ntate,  |>niil!>  of  the  Ute  sad  pre- 
■tftt  lords,  and  of  a  jud^  of  Queen  Auae't 
retgn,  and  of  ■  bi»hop  of  (irorgc  thr  Second**, 
worthieM  of  the  familv  ;  be  had,  on  his  dining- 
room  nantcl-piecc,  model*  of  two  win^s  on«* 
prcgected  for  HAdley,  but  wluch  had  avvKt 
brai  built ;  and  i*  Mid  to  have  mkc  iMiight  an 
cdd  head  of  the  6m  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
which  a  cuntting  auctioneer  had  fobbed  off 
upon  him,  b^r  prcicndiog  that  the  gnat  captain 
vraa  I  progenitor  of  his  noble  patron. 

Br*)dcs  this  prcdoniiDant  ta«te,  h«  soon  be- 
gan to  indulge  ullivf  incliDaltonit  at  thv  rectory, 
which  lavourrtl  n  little  of  hU  old  bachelor 
habit*.  He  became  a  collector  of  sJielU  and 
china,  and  a  fancier  of  tulips ;  and  when  be  in- 
vited the  coterie  of  Bvlford  ladies  to  partake  of 
a  kyllabub,  utunishcd  and  delighted  iheiu  hj 
tlw  performance  of  a  piping  bull-finch  of  hii 
own  teaciiing,  who  executed  the  Ulue  UelU  of 
8oollai>d  in  n  manner  not  to  be  surpassed 
li^  llie  barrel  organ,    by  means  of  which  thia 
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hni  bird  hxj  been  iii«trucl«d.  Be 
Mnt.  >lartin  as  hit  houadtcrprr,  ind 
bis  houwinaid :  !«t  up  the  identical 
chatsc!  in  which  he  wis  ridinf^  to-div  : 
beouae  s  membpr  of  tbeclrriaU  dinner  club; 
tooli  in  the  Sl  Jmines's  Chronicle  wmI  the  (mu- 
tlaiiao''fl  Magazine ;  and  was  «ei  down  by  evprj 
body  aa  ■  canfinned  nid  bachelcw. 

AD  these  indicatiuns  nniwithsianding,  m^ 
thing  wa»  Icm  in  hi»  cualemplaliun  Ihan  to  re- 
main in  that  forlora  CMHUlion.  .Marriage,  aturr 
all,  wa.1  hia  predominant  (a»1e ;  his  real  raocy 
wu  for  the  Indies.  He  was  fif^y-aerra,  or  thrrr- 
il»,  wbrn  hr  bi-gau  to  make  love ;  but  be  has 
aply  made  up  fuf  hi^  Iom  nf  time,  by  inarry< 
no  lirn  than  four  wives  since  that  period. 
all  him  MrStngletuii  indeed !— why,  his  pruper 
ine  would  be  DoubU-ton.  Four  wives  ha*  hr 
had,  and  of  all  varieties.  Hia  first  was  a  pretty 
rosy  smiling  Uua  juKt  come  rmcn  tchool,  who 
koowu  him  all  her  life,  and  secinMl  to  look 
l^poQ  him  just  oa  a  scbooUgirl  does  upon  an 
Julgeat  grandpapa,  who  comes  tn  fetch  her 
for  the  hulidaj'v     She  was  as  happy  aa  a 
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Ixrd,  poor  tiuag !  during  (Ik  three  months  sh« 
livol  with  Idai — but  then  ctmt  »  violent  tavtr 
mtd  esn-inl  her  of. 

Bis  next  wife  n*  s  pale,  sieklf,  consumptitc 
lady,  not  oTfr  joung,  for  "hose  oonTenience  he 
wt  up  a  canii^,  and  for  whose  health  he  tra- 
veled to  LtsboQ  and  Madeira,  and  Ni«e,  and 
Florence,  aod  Hastings,  and  Clifton,  and  all  the 
places  hj  sea  and  land,  abroad  and  at  home, 
where  ack  people  go  to  get  well, —  at  one  of 
which  iihe,  poor  ladv,  died. 

Then   lie   eipomtrtl   a   buxnm,  jolly,  merry 
widow,  who  had  her^lf  had  two  huftbands,  and 
lB*ho  Kccmcd  likely  to  (ee  him  out  i  but  the  KmalU 
pox  cnme  in  her  way,  and  dhe  <lied  aUo. 

Then  he  inarrieil  his  present  lady,  a  charming 

1  ^  womnn,  neither  fat  nor  thin,  nor  young  nor  old 

^^-iwt  very  iK'nIlhy,  nor  particularly  aickly — who 

niAket  liini  very  happy,  and  seems  to  find  her 

own  hnppim'M  in  making  him  to. 

■■    He  liaH  no  children  by  any  of  his  wirea;  btit 

■  ^'ho*  ahiiiiilanrr  of  ddh('Tcnt»  in  [wrlour  and  hall. 

Half  iIk'  )MX)r  of  the  pari^  are  occaMunally  to 

be  (butid  in  his  kitdieit,  and  his  dining-roota  ia 
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Ike  scat  of  hospitality,  not  oa\y  to  liis  old  friFiicis 
litbc  towD  and  his  new  friends  of  th«  country, 
but  to  all  the  families  of  jill  liis  wives.  lie  talks 
of  tbem  (.for  he  talks  more  now  than  be  did  at 
the  Bvlfonl  tlcvlioii,  having;  fnlU-n  into  tlic  SO»4 
liping  haliit  of  "  narrative  old  agi^"}  in  th« 
(fuietcat  manner  possible,  mixing,  in  a  way 
tbe  most  diverting  aitd  llic  most  uDconicious, 
Maries  bf  bis  Bit*  wifv  and  bit  acound,  of  his 
pfcacDt  and  bio  last.  He  seems  (o  have  been 
petfectly  happy  with  all  of  tbcm,  especially  with 
this.  But  if  he  ^huuld  have  the  misfortune  tu 
late  that  dc Hglitful  person,  he  would  eertitinly 
ounsole  hinitelf,  and  prove  his  respect  for  the 
Mate,  by  marrjing  agatu ;  and  kucU  it  hiK  rvpu- 
lation  05  a  super-excellent  hujil)and,  efipeciuUy 
ill  the  main  article  of  ^ving  bis  wives  ibeJr  own 
way.  that,  in  spite  of  bis  bcinR  even  now  an 
octwgenarian,  I  have  no  doubt  but  there  would 
be  abundance  of  fair  camlidatc*  fur  tlie  huirt 
and  band  of  the  guod  Rector  of  lladley. 
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TuBgtHjd  town  of  Belforditwartned,  of  course, 
"ith  singte  Utikii — etpecully  with  single  l&din 
of  tliat  (Je8|»iMsl  dtinoini nation  which  is  com* 
monly  ktioirn  by  (he  title  of  oM  maid&  For  gen- 
lt>  tle«'unK-ii  of  tiiat  description,  rsprciully  of  the 

p  lean  affluei>t  dnss,  (mid  although  such  a  tiling 

may  be  found  here  and  there,  a  rich  old  maid  is 
iHUvh  rarer  than  a  poor  one,)  a  provincial  town 
iu  this  prutestant  country,  where  nunneries  are 
not,  is  tli4-  natural  rrftigv.  A  village  life,  how- 
vrrr  humble  Ihv  dwelling,  is  at  once  more 
rxprusivv— since  messengers  and  cooTcjrances. 
in«D  and  horses,  of  »o«i«  tort,  are  in  the  actual 
niunlry  indispensable,  —  and  more  melancholy, 
for  lli«re  is  a  kchm'  uf  loncltnc^u  and  insigni- 
lluRnor,  a  politude  within  dixirs  and  without, 
wliMt  iHint  but  an  uiicunnectnl  and  unproteciad 
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TiMiUD  on  thorouj^hlj  UDderetatid.     And  Lon- 
600,  ariihotit  fainily  tie«,  or  pcnonal  importAnc*. 
ur  ragrouiing  punuit,— to  be  poor  and  elderly « 
idle  and  alouc  ia  Ixmdoii,  is  a  climax  of  desola- 
tion which  evrrybody  can  onmprcltcnd,  bccauar 
■Iroost  every  one  miul,  st  sooie  time  or  other, 
htfe  fell  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  tbe  hum- 
I  bliag  leose  of  individtuil  nothtngneR)— of  being 
jt  a  dmp  of  water  in  liie  ocean,  a  partichi  of 
l«uul  by   llie  teft-shore,  wiucb  so  ofken  pmwH 
I  upon  ihe  mind  amidst  the  hustling  crowds  and 
(he  splendid  gaieties  of  the  great  city.     To  be 
\  rich  or  to  be  btiKy  ■»  tite  neceuity  of  Ijondoo. 
The  |)«ur  and  the  idle,  on  iliu  other  liand,  gt-t 
on  best  in  a  country  titwn.     Belford   wa»  the 
parftdiac  of  ill-}oiDlured  widows  and  portionless 
old  maid*-     There  they  met  on  the  table-land 
iif  gentility,  pas^ng  their  mornings  in  calle  at 
each  otber'«  bouseft,  aud  their  evenings  in  small 
tea-pwtie«i  aeaMued  vith  a  rubber  or  a  pool, 
and   garniiibed  with  the  little  quiet  gosuping 
(call  it  not  scandal,  gentle  reader !)  which  their 
habita   required.     So  large   a  portion  of  the 
population   consisted    of  single  ladies,  that  it 
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uiighl  jilmo»t  liBTc  been  called  a  maiden  town. 

TtKlett),  «  cnlcuiatinf;  Cantab,  happming  to  Iw 

tiierc  for  ilic  long  vacation,  aniiiioed  hi»  Imurebr 

taking  a  census  of  (lie  female  liouK'liokkTs,  be* 

fpnoiag  vith  the  Mrs.  DavJMni*— fino  olcrt  old 

ladies,  between  seTeotv  and  eiglitv,  who,  bnnfr 

proud  of  their  $prif^hltine»  and  vigour,  were  sat- 

pected  of  adding  a  few  more  years  to  their  a^ 

than  would  be  borne  out  by  the  ivgistcr, — «Bd 

n>din^  with  Alias  Letitia  Pierce,  a  damsd  on  the 

ooniiiii-K  of  forty,  wlio  wa>  morp  titan  «u$pcvtfd 

uf  a  nlight  faUificalion  of  dam  the  cunvcme 

way.      I  think  he  made  the  sum  total,  in  llw 

three   parishes,   amount  to  oitc  hundred   and 

•rrenty.four. 

TIw  pari  of  the  (own  in  which  tbcy  diiHIy 

conpn-pBtrd,  the  lady's  qiiartier,  wii»  one  hilly 

vurncT  of  the  |Mirt»h  of  St.  Xicholas,  a  sort  of 

hif;lilnnd  district,  all  made  up  of  short  row*, 

and  |>ifC".V  pl'ices.  anil  half-fini«h«d  cresoenti. 

Biillrfly    uneimtnniinalcd  by   tlw  vulgarity  of 

•Imp*,  i|]-|Nived,  wnnw'  lighted,  and  so  placed 

thill  tl  M-rnii-d  to  catHi  all    the  ntioke  of  the 

ntoro  thickly  inlwbitcd  part  of  the  town,  and 
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*B  coortsndy  eodickd  by  m  wnatli  of  rapvar, 
G]e«  SMMKkHi  or  Slnddsw. 

Wbr  the-  fjood  ladies  dtoK  lUa  ctnated  nd 
iMonvcstart  pMiooiit  one  cs>  ■■nhr  wil ;  pw- 
hipi  beiAine  H  wai  dmfi,  (wiImiw  beoM*  k 
«••  gentoel— prrhapt  frnai  «  nixtare  e^  bolk 
oara ;  I  can  only  uuwer  for  the  bet ;  sod  <tf 
(Ub  fiivonrite  (|x>(  (be  umI  liToaml  portina 
VIS  ■  deader  Gne  nf  hmnA,  uil  nx)  iliiB. 
kocnra  by  thr  nnne  of  WarvKk-tcmce,  o^ 
(jatnig  uF 8  lulrrably  fpacioo*  dwUrag  at  lilhii 
end,  and  fintr  smaller  tenHivoia  UolMd  two  bjr 
two  io  the  a-ntre. 

The  tenants  o(  Warwklc-temee  were,  with 
ooe  Military  tT(oeprion,niclasi»c!y  fnuale.  One 
of  the  end  hou<«»  vu  ocrupted  by  a  comlbn- 
■UeJookiiij;,  vtry  round  Miaa  U!ac4alL  a  ipiiw 
Mr  of  fifty,  the  richnt  and  thr  riniplnt  of  the 
tow,  with  Iwr  pMTOt,  wbo  had  ctrtaitily 
wordi,  and  nearly  u  tn^ny  ideas,  as  his  niat: 
her  hUck  foot  man,  whrncfinclirery,  white  tuned 
up  with  Kwrlet,  and  gUltcring  with  silver  leer, 
KMnrd  rather  ashamed  of  his  "  Kober-cuiccd" 
iKighlmar!);  tbe  {dudi  waistcoat  and  incxpre»- 
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aibleB  blufihing  as  if  in  worn.  The  <>ther  comer 
was  filled  by  Mrs.  I.eeson.  a  kind-hearted  haau 
hnjf  dainr,  the  grmit  md«  of  whoee  extitenoe 
were  visiting  and  card»,  wHu  had  protinbly 
made  morv  roorniti);  calls  and  played  a  greater 
number  of  rubbers  than  any  woman  in  Uelford, 
and  whu  bmstt-d  a  fulihy  cat,  and  a  head  maid 
called  Nanny,  ihnt  fonned  a  |>rop<-r  pcndi^t  to 
the  parrot  and  Caesar.  Of  the  four  centre  ha- 
bitations, one  pair  was  the  residence  of  Mira 
Sarnj^,  who  bfire  the  fonnidnUe  reputation  of 
a  Kcnfilile  woman— an  ucciiHation  which  rrtled 
probably  on  no  worse  foundation  than  a  gruff 
voice  and  something  of  a  vinegar  aspect,— and 
of  Miss  Steele,  who,  poor  thing !  underwent  a 
still  worse  ealuniiiy,  and  was  called  literary, 
simply  bec»ui>e  forty  years  ago  she  had  mode  a 
grand  |>octical  collection,  con«sling  of  divers 
manuteript  volumes,  written  in  an  upright 
taper  hand,  and  filled  with  such  choice  mor> 
ceaiis  on  Mi».Grcville'ti"Ode  lo  ImliffKrencc;" 
Mi»s Seward's**  Moiito<ly  on  Major  And>v,"sun- 
dry  iran»Uiions  of  Mctasissio\  "  Nice,"  and  a 
considerable  coUcclioti  of  Enigmas,  on  which 
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•Isdi,  UDdimianhcd  and  aoiocnmmd^  ikr  «9 

Endail ;  wbilrt  the  lut  br^s  of  honws  linkad 

together  like  the  Suanese  t«u«,   nre  ^nded 

bmrwn  two  bmilics  *bt  Utnee  Mu»  I  jy*if», — 

t  *bc»  oo  one  ever  dnaoU  of  uUlu^  tj  aa  vfw- 

abt  or  iudiTtdua]  penooaga — ooe  ■hauM  m 

,  loaii  bave  thought  uf  lewnog  thr  Gneei,  «r 

Uw  Fnrin,  or  the  Fates,  or  aaj  other 

■  Irw,  u  uf  knuwing  them  &|Mrt :  the  thn* ! 

Lockett    lived    in    one  of   tbew   hoiuet,    md 

fSln.    Harwood    and    her    tvo    dao^ten    in 

(he  other. 

It  it  with  the  Uarvoods  only  thai  we  have 
to  do  at  present. 

Mt^  Harwood  was  the  widow  of  the  late 
and  the  mullicr  of  the  jireicot  rector  of  t>igh> 
ton,  a  £uiiilf4ivtng  purrhaiK-d  by  the  father  irf 
bi9'  late  hiubond,  who,  himtelf  a  respectable 
■od  affliu'Dt  yconmn,  aapirvd  to  a  rivalry  with 
hii  old  landlord,  iIh-  wiuire  of  (hi^  iMrxt  parish  ; 
and,  when  lie  tuul  k-dI  his  only  sod  to  tlie  uni- 
Tertityi  ektablishiil  him  iu  the  rectory,  marhed 
him  to  the  daughter  of  an  archdeacon,  and  set 
up  a  public-houBc,  called  the  Har«ood  Arms — 


•omrwhat  to  the  profit  of  the  Heralds'  Office. 
«rho  hatl  to  ilisoovcr  or  to  invent  tltese  Uluitri- 
emit  twaringM—  had  accoinpltMliffI  t)w  two  objecia 
of  lii>  ainliilitMi,  unit  dird  conirnted. 

Th«  M>n  proved  a  bright  pattern  ofpostl 
muiii  duty  ;  exactly  the  Hort  of  rector  that  the 
good  old  farmer  would  hare  wished  to  Me,  did 
he  turn  out, — respectable,  conK-ientioiin,  always 
juM,  and  linen  kind;  but  ho  volemn,  bo  potn- 
pout,  BO  Bwclling  in  deportntcnt  and  grandi- 
loquent in  speech,  that  he  had  not  been  lialf<«- 
iluuii  years  inducted  in  the  living  before  he 
obtAined  llw  jxipular  title  of  Bishop  of  Dighlon 
— « ilistineiion  wliieh  he  erems  to  have  token  in 
good  pari,  by  assuming  n  co«t(ime  as  nearly 
epi»co)tal  as  possible  at  all  points,  and  copying. 
with  (he  nicest  oeciiracy,  tlie  shovel  luit  and 
hujta  wig  of  rhe  pn-late  of  the  diocese,  a  roan 
of  aeveniy-five.  He  put  hi«  coadtman  and 
foolboy  into  the  right  clerical  livery,  and  ad- 
justed his  houM-h(itd  and  modelled  his  be- 
haviour according  lo  hik  Htrictest  notions  of  tiK 
statelincM  and  decorum  proper  to  «  dignitary 
of  the  dtureh. 
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Perhaps  he  eiLpectcd  that  thr  nickname  by 

^vUch  he  was  so  Httle  ngfrrirvnl  wotild  some 

dty  or  othrr  be  n-a3»ec) :  same  profesAional  kU 

mcexaeni   he  CCTtainly  reckoned  upon.     But, 

a  (pite  of  hill  ctiltivatinjj  most  ■nutfuottiily  nil 

jirofiubic    cuKDexions — of  hn  chmtenitig  his 

lOQ  "  Earl"  after  a  frirnd  of  good  p«r- 

itary  interest,  aod  his  y  oungFr  boy  "  King" 

\er  aoothrr — of  his  choosing  one  nohle  spoo- 

for  his  daiightor  GeoTffiitA,  an<i  «n<M)K-r  for 

daughter   Hcnrirlln— 'be  lircd   and   died 

ith  no  better  prrfermeiit  ilum  line  rectory  of 

iitoo,  which  bad  been  prescnlnl  to  hitn  by 

honest   father  five-ond-forty  yearn   l>cf(>r<', 

td    tn    which    hia    son    KaH    succeeded :    the 

ly  odvaaiage  which  his  careful  courting  of 

as   and   patronage  bad  procured  for  his 

Di]y  beinfr  coinjiriKcd  in  his  having  obtained 

his  son  King,  through  the  recumtnrndation 

'a  noble  friend,  the  situation  of  clerk  at  his 

nker's  in  Lombnrd-iitrrct. 

Mrs.  Harwnorl,  »  stately  portly  dame,  almost 

i  full  of  parade  ax  her  husbaml,  had  on  her 

■rt  been  equally  unlucky.     The  |;rand  object 
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uf  IicT  life  had  been  to  marry  ber  daughters, 
and  in  that  she  had  failed,  probably  becaiine 
>he  had  been  tt><>  anthitioun  and  too  open  in  her 
attempts.     (Certain  it  in  that,  uii  ihi'  reitwvat  of 
the    widow  to   Bclford,  |MK>r    MiM   Hamrood,  ■ 
wl>o  had   been  an   insipid  beauty,  and   whoce 
beauty  had  turned  into  willowneM  ami  haggord- 
neas,  was  forced  to  take  refuge  in  ill  health  and 
lender  spirits,  and  tct  up,  a.*  a  last  chance,  for 
interesting;    whilst    Miss  Henrietta,  who  lind 
6 vo-and -twenty  years  before  nxkoned   her»e!f 
aoconiplished,    still,    though    with   diminished 
pretensions,  kept  the  field — sang  with  a  voice 
considernbly  the  worM-  for  wi-or,  danci-d  as  often 
fts  she  could  get  a  partner,  and  flirted   with 
beaux  of  oil  nge^  from  sixty  tosixteen — chiefly, 
it  may  be  presumed,  with  the  latter,  because  of 
all  mankind  a  "hy  lad  from  college  is  the  like- 
liest  to  be  taktru  in  by  an  elderly  mis*.     A 
wretched  personage,  under  ait  affectation  of  boio- 
lerous  gaiety,  was  lienrietu  Harwood !  a  mi- 
serable specimen  of  that  most  miserable  clou  of 
nngle   women  who,  at  forty  and  upwards,  go 
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it  dreo&ing  and  talkiog  like  young  giria,  and 

riU  oot  gmw  uUl. 

Earl  Uarwood  wua  liiit  father  Hlighlly  mo- 

emisccL     He  was  a  ull,   fair,  h«avy-lookinf; 

Dot  perhaps  quite  no  solemn  atid  poni|>oiui 

llw  bishop,"  but  far  more  cold  und  super- 

rcQious.     If  I  wi*l)cd  to  define  htm  in  four  lot- 

the  liiUe  word  "  prig"  would  come  very 

iveoicntly  to  my  aid;   and   per)ui))«,  in  its 

cndiouF  brevity,  it  conveys  as  accurate  an 

Jca  of  hi*  manner  ••  can  be  given  :  a  prig  of 

slower   and  graver  urder  was  Karl    Har- 

vood. 

Hi*  brother  King,  on  the  other  hand,  was  a 

axcomb  of  the  brisker  sort ;  tip — not  like  ge- 

chanipagne ;  but  like  cider,  or  perry,  or 

eberry-wine,  or  "  the  acid  Hiuli  of  M>da- 

•ater;"*  or,  perhaps  ""ore  mill  like  the  slight 

froth  that  runs  over  the  top  of  that  sbomina- 

I  tion.  a  jwl  of  [x>rter,  to  which,  by  the  way,  to- 

^g«lber  wiib  the  fellow  abominations,  snuft*  and 

tcigars,  be  iras  inveteralcly  adilictei).     Conceit 

Land  pretffnsioD,   together  with  a  dash  of  the 
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wont  bnauK  ibr  finest  nrigsrity,  thxt  which 
tbinkt  itsdr  gmtMl,  were  liw  firrt  and  Urt  of 
King  UarwtxxJ.    Uis  very  pace  wujmiunU*^ 
■  friak,  a  skip.  >  Unit.  ■  praooe — be  could  not 
walk ;  and  he  a]wars  stood  oa  trptM,  so  that 
the  bctrl*  of  his  thor*  never  wore  out.     Tbc 
effect  of  this  wa»,  of  munc,  to  stake  him  loek 
Ina  tail  than  be  was ;  so  thai,  bdng  really  a 
man  of  midclk  height,  he  passed  for  short.    Hi* 
figure  wax  slt<;h(,  his  face  fair,   and   usually 
adorned  with  u  tuiitle  half  supercilious  and  half 
■cif- satisfied,  and  set  off  by  a  pair  of  most  ton- 
ceiled- looking  fpectarles.     Tlirrc  is  no  f>n»ler 
atrocity  than  his  who  *)iuut  you  glius  for  vyca, 
and.  inslrad  of  opening  wide  those  window  a  of 
the  heart,  folM  you  off  with  a  bit  of  senseleat 
crystal  which  conceals,  instead  uf  enforcing,  an 
honett  meaning  — "  there  was  no  speculatioa  in 
those  peUiltt  which  he  di<I  glare  withal."     For 
the  reat,  he  was  duly  whiskered  and  curled; 
though  the  cydashcfl,  when  by  a  chance  reoioTal 
of  the   t>[ieclwles  they  were  diwmvrrcd,  lying 
under  inspicion  of  sandineas ;  and,  llie  whiskers 
aitd  luir  being  auburn,  it  was  n  disputed  point 
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her  (he  barber'ti  part  of  him  coDualcd  in 

djdng  Ilia  actual  locks,  or  in  a  uippkincnlal 

pehttig:   that  the  curU  were  of  their  natural 

Mlour,  Dobody  believed  ttint  touk  the  trouble 

to  think  about  it. 

But  it  waa   his  speech  that  was  the   prime 

Ction  uf  King  Harwood  :  (lie  pert  fofM  of 

evc'scoiiiedies,PetulanI,\V'itwou<I,  Froth, 

:  Brink,  (pregnant  names!)  seemed  but  types 

of  our  hero.     lie  never  opened  his  lips  (and  he 

I  waa  always  chattering)  but  to  proclaim  his  own 

<  infinite  supvriuHly  to  ail  about  him.    He  would 

I  have  tauffhl  Burke  to  speak,  aiid  KeyiMilds  to 

ptiul,  and  John  Kcmblc  to  act.     TheWaver- 

jley  DoveU  would  have  been  the  better  for  hia 

hioU;  and  il  was  some  pity  that  ShukK]>care 

bad  iKi4  lived  in  these  day*,  iK-cauxe  lie  tuid  a 

■uggealioii  that  would  greatly  have  improved 

'  bis  Le«r. 

Nothing  was  too  great  for  him  to  meddle 
<nth(  and  nothing  too  little;  but  bis  preference 
vent  very  naturally  with  the  latter,  wbieh 
amalgamiUt'd  most  happily  with  bis  own  mind : 
■fid  wbea  the  unexpected  l^ocy  of  a  plebeian 
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great-aunt,  the  dnpiacd  rirtrr  of  his  |rriuid- 
falber  the  ttavcKT,  enablnl  him  to  lenve  <]uill- 
drivjng,  of  which  he  ira»  heartily  tn-sry,  and  to 
dcaccnd  frotn  thp  hi)^h  stool  in  I»ni  bard -street, 
on  which  he  had  been  perched  for  five-«nd- 
twentjr  years,  then'  doubtlms  mingled  with  the 
desire  to  aMUt  hit  family,  by  sdtUng  hix  small 
income  to  their  still  smaller  ooe — for  this  ej[r^ 
{Hous  coxcomb  was  an  excellent  son  and  a  kind 
brother,  just  in  his  dealing  ami  gcnvrmts  in 
his  heart,  when  through  the  thick  coating  of 
foppery  ooc  could  find  the  way  to  it — some 
wiHh  to  eHcajK  from  the  ciiy,  where  his  tulenrt 
were,  as  be  imagined,  buried  in  the  crowd, 
smothered  anwngst  the  jostling  multitudes,  and 
to  emerge  in  sll  his  lusirc  in  the  smaller  and 
more  select  cotcriirs  of  the  country.  On  his 
arrival  at  Belford  accordingly  he  iaMalled 
himwlf  at  once  as  arbiter  of  fashion,  the  pro- 
fesM.-d  ftau  garfon,  the  lady's  man  of  tlH-  town 
and  neighbourhood ;  and  hnving  purehasetl  a 
horw.  and  a»ceri«ined,  lo  his  great  comfort, 
that  his  avocation  a«  n  Iwinker's  clerk  was  citlKT 
wholly  unsuspected  in  ihe  county  circles  which 
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father  had  frpquented,  or  to  indiitinelly 
loo'^a  that  thr  v«7  k«ut  little  white  lie  to  the 
world  nould  pass  him  off  m  belonging  to  ihr 
House,  he  boldlf  claimed  acquaintance  with 
rrcrybody  in  the  county  whose  name  he  had 
tier  beard  in  hiH  life,  and,  r^ardhrxs  of  (he  to- 
lerably visible  oontcmpt  of  the  gentleoten,  pn>> 
nedi-d  to  maki;  hii  court  to  the  ladies  with 
ndght  and  with  main. 

He  miscalcuUled,  hotrever,  tlte  m«an*  IkhI 
£tled  to  compos  his  end.  Women,  bowerer 
frivolouK,  do  not  like  a  frivoluuit  man;  they 
vould  BB  soon  take  a  fancy  to  their  mercer  as 
lo  the  man  who  cffvn  to  cbooiw  (heir  silks  i  and 
if  be  will  find  fault  with  their  embroidery,  aud 
correct  their  patterns,  he  muit  lay  his  account 
in  being  no  more  regardttl  by  tltnn  than  their 
imlliner  or  their  maid.  Sooth  to  say,  your  fine 
Udy  is  an  ungrateful  personage;  she  accepts 
Ihe  help,  and  theu  laiighx  at  the  officious  helper 
— lueks  the  orange  and  throws  away  the  peel. 
This  truth  found  King  Harwood,  when,  after 
riding  lo  London,  and  rtinning  all  over  that 
wtlUsized  town  to  uiatch  in  Oerman  lamb's  wool 

rot.  1.  " 
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the  unmaleliablv  bmwn  mid  gold  feathers  of 
the  )»anic-cock'8  neck,  vbich  that  ambitiotn 
einbmidcrrss  Lady  DeUncy  ii«THriod  to  imitate 
in  a  tablr-carpct,  he  found  himitdf  saluted  fur 
hi.i  paiiui  with  the  malicious  xoubriquel  of  King 
of  the  Bantanis.  Thi*  and  other  affronts  drove 
him  from  the  county  society,  which  he  ha<l  in- 
(cndcd  to  enlifjhtcn  and  adorn,  to  the  Ins  briU 
liant  circIcK  of  Relford,  which  peHiaps  suited 
his  taste  better,  he  being  of  that  class  of  persons 
who  had  rather  rcifrn  in  the  town  than  terre  En 
the  country ;  whiUt  his  btolher  Karl,  Mfe  in 
cold  silence  and  dull  respectability,  kept  sedu- 
lously amongst  his  rural  com|>eerii,  and  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  unexceptionable  graee- 
sayers  at  a  great  dinner  of  any  clergyman  io 
the  neighbourhood. 

To  Belford,  therefore,  the  poor  King  of  the 
Bantams  was  content  to  come,  thinking  him- 
self by  far  the  clererett  and  mojit  fuhionable 
man  in  the  place;  an  opinion  which,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  he  ha<l  pretty  much  to  himself.  The 
gentlemen  smiled  at  his  pretensions,  and  the 
young  Imiics  laughed,  which  was  just  tlie  reverse 
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the  iinpre&aion  which  he  intended  to  makr. 

loir  tile  thing  happpDed,  I  can  hardlv  (ell,  for 

[n  gcomi  the  ^ouiig  Iwlk*  of  >  country  town 

niMiciently  auicepciblc  to  arii-iition  (rtym  n 

man.     Perhaps  tbe   nrnn   was  iwt  to 

|l)i«ir  tast«,   aa  conceit  finds  few  favourers;  or 

[perhapa    they  dJsliknl   the  kind   of  attention, 

ihich  consisted    rather  in   nuking   perpetual 

ids  on  thdr  admiration,  than  in  offering 

Itikr  tribute  of  his  own  ;  perhaps,  alHo,  the  gen- 

who  partook  of  the  family  fault,  and 

[would   be  young  in  *pite  of  thi-  rrgistrr,  wo* 

too  okl   for  them.     Howerrr  it  facfel,  he  waa 

iio  favourite  amongst  the  Belford  belles. 

Neither  wa»  be  in  rery  good  odour  with  the 

ImanitnaK.      He  was  too  poor,  loo   proud,   too 

rnomful,  and  a  Hanrood,    in  which  name  all 

Ibe  prctcnuoi)  of  the  W4>rld  seenied  gathered. 

L>i«y,  be  not  only  in  his  own  person  out-Hnr- 

wouded   liarwood,  but  was  tii^d  accountable 

l.fbr  not  a  few  of  the  delinquencies  of  that  ol>- 

noicious  race,  whose  airs  had  much  augmented 

li&ce  he    had    honoured  Bclf<ml   by   his  prr- 

tmct-     Before  his  arrival.  Miss  Hwirirtta  aod 
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her  stately  inanima  liad  walked  out,  like  the 
other  ladies  of  the  town,  unattended  :  the  King 
came,  and  ilicy  could  not  stir  withutit  bdng  foI« 
luwi-d  ux  tlii-ir  tihudow  bjr  the  (XMtr  little  foot- 
boy,  who  furnied  the  only  serving -niau  of 
their  e^tabliahment ;  before  that  avatar  ihcy 
(lined  at  six,  now  seven  wan  the  family  liotir: 
and  whereas  ihey  were  wont,  previously,  to  take 
that  r«-fectioD  without  alarming  their  neigh- 
bours, and  causing  Miss  Blocknira  jwrrot  to 
scream,  and  Kirs.  Leeaon's  cat  to  mew,  now  the 
Military  maid  of  all-work,  or  pi'rchahcc  tbe 
King  him&elf,  tinkled  and  jangled  the  dour-bell, 
ur  the  parlour  bell,  to  tell  those  who  knew 
it  before  (hat  dinner  wan  ready.  (I  wonder  be 
hu<l  not  purchased  a  gong,)  and  to  Net  every 
lady  in  the  Row  a  moralizing  on  the  un  of 
pride  and  the  folly  of  pretendion.  Ah  !  if  they 
who  are  ai  once  poor  and  gently  bred  ootdd 
but  understand  bow  safe  a  refuge  from  the 
cimtempi  of  the  rich  they  would  find  in  frank 
and  o|>eu  poverty  !  how  entirely  the  pride  c^tbe 
world  bcnd& before  a  simple  and  hone«t  humility ! 
^how  completely  we,  llw  poorest,  may  say  with 
Constance  (provided  only  that  we  Imitate  her 
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doD,  ant]  ihrov  ouractves  on  Uir  ground  as 

[vespi^ak  the  wonlii),  '*  Here  in  my  Ihronv,— let 

kings  come  bow  to  me  !"  — if  they  would  but 

idu   this,    how   much   of    |»ii)  nnd  grief  thvy 

inight  save  themselves !   But  this  was  a  truth 

which  the  Harwoods  hod  yet  to  discover. 

Much  of  his  uupi>|>ularity  luiglil,  however, 
be  traced  to  a  source  on  which  he  particularly 
prided  himself: — a  misfortune  which  has  be* 
^eti  maiiy  a  wistr  man. 

Amongst  his  other  iniquities  the  poor  King 
of  the  Baaums  had  a  small  genius  for  music. 
■0  Bccomplislimcnt  (liat  Hattc-rnl  at  once  his 
propensities  and  hit  pretennons,  his  natural 
lore  of  DcHse  and  his  ac()uired  love  of  con^- 
quence.  lie  suog,  with  a  falitctto  that  rung 
through  one's  head  like  the  scream*  of  n  young 
peacock,  diTeri<  popular  ballads  in  various  lan- 
guages, very  difficult  to  dislinguifJi  each  from 
tach;*  he  was  a  most  pertinacious  and  inloler- 

*  NoD-sitkulUion  b  th«  br-tcuing  lin  of  llouHthing 
imgen  of  sll  ranlu.  It  u  only  tlie  iviy  bnl  anil  ihs  y*rf 
faigtuM  "bo  ix)o<ic»coiid,  not  mtivly  to  give  wpiw^ioii  la 
their  wonl*,  but  wotdt  to  tlieir  eiprviuuit.  Some,  of  a  far 
httUt  onlerof  IMlellisnMT.  King  Hbii>(1(mI,iii«  addicltd 
(0  this  ttnlalUing  AttM.     I  lemcwbct  an  insianoe  of  lo" 
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able  ccrapcT  on  the  riokmccllu,  an  instrument 
which  it  ia  altnoot  as  pre&umptuous  to  touch, 
unless  finely,  as  it  is  to  attempt  and  to  fail  in 
an  epic  pocni  or  an  bitlorical  |>icture ;  and  he 
thowvd  the  extent  and  variety  of  his  irant  of 
puwer,  hy   playing  quite  as   ill  on   the  flute, 
whieh  again  may  be  compared  to  a  failure  in  (ht- 
conipovilion  of  an  acroKtie,  or  the  drawing  of  a 
butleHly.     Soutli  touy,  be  was  equally  bad  in 
all ;  and  yet  be  contrived  to  be  quite  as  great 
a  pest  to  tlw  unniuaical  part  of  society — by  far 
the  larger  part  in  Belford  certainly,  and,  I  sus- 
pect, cTcrywhere — as  if  he  hod  actually  been  tbe 
HpWndid  performer  he  fancied  himself.     Nay* 
he   was   even   «  gn.-at«r  nuitance  than  a  fine 
ptayer  can  be;  for  if  muHtc  be,  ta  Mr.  Charte* 
I^nib   h^pily  calls  il,    "  measured    malier," 
malice  out  of  all  measure  must  be  admitted  to 
be  worse  sriil. 

mdi,  who  wwe  luijiing  nry  wwMtly,  u  to  nwfc  muucal 
Kiuni),«>nMi  (ttlisndtMlir  wh«iian  old  ;(enllcman,  qwieof 
Ihi  old  Kjiool,  com[>Uuiod  ihat  he  could  uol  undtnnnd 
ilwia.  IVjihcu  polildrsDngan  Eogliilitur ;  bul  m  lfc«]r 
had  amitHd  lo  annmuioa  Uwir  intention,  he  aertr  duco«W- 
«l  iba  chug*  oflsiigMgfi,  Mid  repeated  hii  old  conplaiM. 
"  Ah,  I  dtra  tajr  it  'i  sU  i-cij  An* ;  but  I  taii't  und«m*nd  ii  I*' 
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OfTwrftUy  ipcaking,  people  who  dtsUke  tl»r 
srt  deserve  to  be  as  muvh  bornl  as  lliey  are 
by  ibe  "  cootord  of  ftweel  sound*.''  There  is 
aat  oae  English  lady  in  a  thousand  who,  when 
ttiked  if  she  be  fond  of  muiic,  has  courage 
mough  to  say.  No:  she  ihiidu  it  would  be  rude 
lo  do  w  ;  whereas,  iu  roy  opinion,  it  is  a  civil 
•ay  of  getting  out  of  the  scrape,  dace,  if  the 
perfonnsnce  be  really  such  as  commands 
admiratiotii  (and  lltr  very  bent  music  is  an 
Hijoymcnt  as  exquisite  as  It  is  rare,*)  tlic  de- 
light evinced  corner  as  a  plea^nt  surpdsc,  or  as 
a  Krmcrful  complimetit ;  and  if  (as  ia  by  very 
lar  most  prohnblc)  the  singing  chance  to  be 
ntcb  as  ooe  would  rather  not  bear,  why  then 

*  n«  drennkitsnoM  wider  which  mosic  it  li«*rd  often 
CtaanaaicMs  10  it  s  tbsm  oat  Hi  own.  A  miliury  band, 
for  iMUDC^  in  (be  opm  air,  wind  iiutnim^nU  upon  ihr 
wattr.iheinaciufiaiit  wasMst  of  tliv  Itomiili  church,  or  ihc 
oigan  pesltng  along  Ibe  dim  aitlea  of  out  own  rctimibtr 
cuhedn)^  wiU  toueely  fail  10  exorciai  •  sUong  power  oter 
Uie  imagitiatton.  TWi  b  snolher  ajuociatjon  in  mtuic, 
thai  1*  peHiaps  none  <le1igli(riil  tlum  ull :  the  young  i>i- 
ncconi  ifirl  who  trips  aboui  iIik  buuw,  caroDtng  iTisichc* 
ofiongi  Willi  lier  rouniJ,  cl<ar,  yonlhftil  voitw — gay,  *nd 
tnppy,  bimI  stiIms  b(  an  unciignl  bird. 
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one  has,  at  leut,  the  very  gn-at  comfort  of  not 
being  obtii^  to  Kiiuper  and  profess  oneself 
pleased,  but  may  seem  as  tired,  and  look  a> 
likdy  to  yawn  as  one  will,  witliout  oAering  any 
particular  affront,  or  incurring  any  worse  im- 
putation than  that  of  being  wholly  without  taste 
for  mu>ic — a  natural  defed,  at  which  the  ania- 
teur  who  has  been  excruciating  one'*  curs  veolii 
hi»  contempt  in  a  shrug  of  scornful  pity,  little 
suspecting  how  entirely  (n«  in  often  tlie  case  with 
that  amiable  pasaion)  the  contempt  is  mutual. 

Now  there  are  certain  cases  under  which  the 
eri)  of  music  is  much  mitigated:  when  one  ik 
not  exjirctcd  to  listen  fur  instance^  as  at  a 
large  party  in  London,  or, belter  still, at  a  great 
houae  in  the  country,  where  there  are  thire  or 
four  roomt  open,  and  one  can  get  completely 
nut  of  tite  way,  and  hear  no  more  of  the  noiite 
than  of  a  peal  of  belU  in  the  next  parish. 
Muhic,  under  snch  rircumstances,  may  be  en- 
dured with  becoming  philosophy.  Bui  the 
poor  BelforiliaiiH  had  no  such  resource.  Their 
parlies  were  held,  at  the  beat,  in  two  Mnall  draw- 
ing-rooms laid  into  one  by  the  aid  of  folding- 
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doors;  aoibal  whniMr.  Kmg.nccompaniKdby  his 
fitter  Henmtta,  who  drumniKl  ud  strummrd 
opon  the  piano  like  n  bosrding- school  Misa,  and 
nmg  her  part  in  a  duet  with  n  voice  like  a  rnvpo, 
began  his  eternal  vocaUsation,  (fur,  ncrrr  tired 
of  hearing  himself,  he  never  drrarot  of  leaving; 
off*  until  his  unhappy  audience  parted  for  the 
night,)  — when  once  lh«  sclf-dvljghting  pair  l>e- 
gan,the  deafened  whiMt-tablegnianrd  in  diunav: 
lottcry-ttclfeU  were  at  a  discount ;  oommercc  al 
a  (taod-irtiU;  Pope  Joan  died  a  natural  death,  and 
,  tbr  pool  of  quadrille  came  lo  an  untimdj  end- 
Thr  reign  of  ttie  four  king*,  so  long  the  mild 
and  abaolute  sorereigns  of  (he  Bclford  parties 
might  be  said  to  be  oyer,  and  the  g(m(\  old 
ladies,  long  their  peaceable  and  loving  subject*, 
subniitte<l  with  peevish  patience  to  (he  yoke  of 
the  usurper.  They  li»tened  and  they  yawned  ; 
jujned  in  tlieir  grumbling  by  the  other  voctdisls 
of  ibis  genteel  society,  (he  singing  yoting  )a<lirs 
and  mancriivring  mammas,  who  found  themselves 
]y  "pushed  from  thdr  stools,"  their  music 
,  by  the  Harwood  monopoly  of  the  instru- 
ment, as  wcU  M  affronted  by  the  Bantam  King's 
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intoJeraiioe  of  all  bad  idiiging  exc«pl  bis  owo. 
Howlooff  the  usurpation  would  have  lasted,how 
long  the  disconti-nt  woul<)  have  bnii  conRnvd  to 
liintKuid  frowns, and  whispered  muttering, aiul 
very  iiit«U)gih)e  iiiDUCDdoes,  witliout  brv*kiaf( 
into  open  rebelliou, — in  other  worda,  how  long 
it  would  bavi'  been  bcfnre  Kiuj;;  Harwood  um 
KMit  to  Coventry,  there  is  no  telUnj;.  He  him- 
self put  an  end  to  his  musical  Bovereignty,  as 
other  ambitious  rulers  Hhtc  done  before  him, 
by  an  overweening  dcHire  to  add  to  the  extent 
of  hlH  duminiont. 

Thus  it  fell  out. 

One  of  the  nMociationii  which  did  tlve  greatest 
Iwnour  to  Belford,  was  a  coctety  of  amateur 
muHidans — chiefly  tradesmen,  erabued  with  a 
real  love  of  the  art,  and  a  desire  to  extend  and 
euliivate  an  amusement  which,  however  one 
may  laugh  nt  the  aiTcvUttion  of  musical  taste, 
is,  when  w  pursued,  of  a  very  elevating  and  de- 
li|^tful  duracter — who  met  frecgtienlly  at  each 
other's  houses  for  the  sake  of  practice,  aitd,  «»• 
couraged  by  the  U-adership  of  an  accompUiilu-d 
violin  pUyor,  utd  the  pOMession  of  two  or  three 
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TOtce*  of  fXlraordioarjr  brilliancy  and  power, 
began  al>aul  tbt^k  time  to  extend  their  plan,  to 
rahrorac  two  or  thrv«  times  a  week  at  a  great 
room  belonging  to  one  of  thv  society,  and  lo 
give  amateur  concertK  at  the  Tovrn-holL 

Very  delightful  these  oonceris  were.  Every 
man  exerted  himiteir  to  tfac  utmost,  and,  aceuo. 
tomcd  to  play  the  same  piece*  with  (he  tame 
associates,  the  performance  had  mudi  of  the 
unity  wliich  mokes  the  cbonn  of  family  music. 
They  were  to  unaiTected  too,  so  thoroughly 
UDprctctiding — there  was  such  genuine  good 
tmU;  so  much  of  the  true  spirit  of  enjuymeni, 
tad  mt  little  of  trickery  oitd  display,  that  the 
audience,  who  went  prepared  to  be  indulgent, 
were  enchanted  ;  the  amateur  concerls  became 
the  fashion  of  the  day,  and  all  the  ck-guiice  and 
beauty  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  crowded 
to  ttu^  Bclfofd  Town-halL  This  wm*  enough 
bt  Mr.  King  Horwood.  He  had  attended 
once  as  a  liearer,  and  he  iastantly  determined 
to  be  heard.  It  was  pretermitting  his  dignity, 
to  be  ante,  and  his  brother.  Earl,  would  haw 
been  dumb  for  ever  before  he  would  have  con- 
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dMcended  to  »iich  an  aauiciatjon.  But  tfae 
vtnity  of  our  friend  the  Kin^  was  of  a  morv 
popuUr  dv»cription.  ItAthcr  th«n  not  get  ip- 
plautw,  h«  would  have  {daytxl  Punch  at  Belford 
fair;  ac-cordin}{ly  he  offered  himself  aa  a  timor 
singer  to  the  amateur  tocuty,  and  they,  won  by 
\m  pufff  of  his  muMcal  giiiiu*,— which,  to  say 
the  truth,  had  about  them  the  prevailing  power 
which  always  results  from  the  speaker's  perfect 
faith  in  his  own  atwrtionB,  the  sHf-deluding 
faith  which  lian  never  failnl  txi  nuike  converts, 
from  Mahomet  down  to  Joanna  Soutltcot,— 
they,  won  to  belief,  and  civilly  unwilling  to  put 
his  talents  to  the  proof,  Accepted  his  service* 
(or  iho  next  ooncvrt. 

LuckleM  King  Harwood !  He  to  sing  in 
concerted  pieced  !  Could  not  he  have  remeni- 
l>ere<)  that  unhappy  supper  of  the  Catch  and 
Olee  Club  in  Finsbury-square,  where,  for  his 
sake,  "  Not!  Nobis,  l>ooiin«,"  won  iuKM>d,  and 
"  Glorious  ApoUo"  wellnigb  damned?  He 
to  aspire  to  the  dictatorship  of  country  musi- 
cians  ;  Had  he  wholly  forgotten  that  still  more 
unlucky  nioming.  when,  aspiring  to  rvform  the 
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diarch  muHc  of  Dighton,  b«  and  lh«  parish 
derk,  and  the  obcilirnt  Kxton,  began,  as  aiw 
nouncnl  aittl  prc-amiiged,  to  warble  Luther's 
Hymn;  whilnt  all  the  re»i  of  the  singing  gadtcry, 
thnc  clariooets,  two  French  horns,  the  bassoon, 
■nd  the  rustic  vocalisto  struck  up  the  Hundredth 
Psalm  ;  aod  tlie  uninslrucied  ctuirity  children, 
catching  the  Uit  word  as  given  out  by  the  clerk, 
cnnip)ct<^  the  triple  chain,  not  of  harmony,  hut 
of  discord,  by  screamiiig  out  at  the  top  of  their 
shrill  childish  voices  the  sweet  sounds  of  the 
Morning  Hymn  ?  Waa  that  day  forfmtten, 
and  ihat  day's  mortification  ?  —  wh«n  a\y  lord, 
a  tnuncal  amateur  of  the  first  water,  whom  the 
innoraiion  was  intended  to  captivate,  was  fain 
to  stop  bi*  cognoMvotic  curs,  whilst  Lady  Julia 
bcid  her  handkerchief  to  her  fair  fncc  to  coo^ 
ceol  her  irrepressible  laughter,  and  the  unhappy 
source  of  this  confusion  ran  first  of  all  to  the 
Rectory  to  esoapv  from  tliv  litlt^ring  remarks  of 
the  congregation,  and  then  half-way  to  I^on. 
don  to  escape  from  the  ftolenin  rebuke  of  the 
Rector  ?  Could  that  hour  be  forgotten  r 
I  suppose  it  was.     Certain  he  offered  himsi-lf 
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and  wan  BCccpt<^ ;  ntid  was  do  sooner  installed 
«iii«mbeT»r (he Society. than  hebcgnn  hi*  umia) 
course  of  dictAtiun  (uid  finding  fuult.  His  first 
oont«8l  was  that  very  fruitful  ground  of  dispute, 
the  concert  bill.  With  the  iD&trumcntal  pieces 
he  did  not  meddle ;  but  in  the  vocal  parts  tlie 
Society  had  wisely  conGned  t1iein»elve9  to 
Kngli.-di  wonls  and  Knglisli  cumpoiiers,  to  the 
great  horror  of  the  new  prima  ItHore,  who 
pTopoaed  lo  substitute  Spohr  and  Auber  and 
Roiuini,  for  Purccll  and  Harrington  and 
Bishop,  and  to  have  "  no  vulgar  English  name" 
in  the  whole  bill  of  fare. 

"To  tliink  of  the  chap  I"exclumed  our  good 
friend  Stephen  Lane,  when  Master  King  pro- 
posed a  cguartct  from  th«  "  Cenerentolo,"  in  lieu 
of  tite  magnificent  music  which  has  wellnigb 
turned  one  of  (he  finest  tragedies  in  the  world 
into  the  very  finest  opera —  (I  mean,  of  oourac, 
Mattltew  Locke's  music  in  Macbeth) — "To 
think  oflhediapr  exclaimed  Stephen,  who  hod 
sung  Hecate  with  admirable  power  and  beauty 
for  nearly  forty  years,  an<l  wlwse  noble  bats 
voieeitill  retained  its  unriralieU  ridliietsof  lone 
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—  **  To  tliink  of  hit  wanting  to  friA  mv  into 
fame  of  bis  (wrly-voos  stutT,  and  daring  lo  sneer 
ud  soiggcr  not  only  at  old  Locke's  mitnic  !  — 
Htd  I'll  t)uiuk  aaj  ot  your  parly-voos  to  sho«r 
tne  Soer, — but  at  Shakspraro  himscirf  I  don'l 
know  much  of  povtry,  to  be  Bure,'"  Mid 
Strph«D;  "but  I  know  Ibis,  that  ShakKpCaru's 
ibc  poM  of  Old  Kngland,  and  that  wery  Eng- 
lithuian  's  bound  to  ttand  up  for  him,  as  lie  i» 
Cor  hi*  countrjr  or  lita-  religion :  and,  dang  it,  if 
that  chap  dares  lo  flvn'  at  him  again  before 
njr  face.  111  knock  him  down — and  so  you  may 
t^  htm.  Master  Antony,"  pumucd  the  worthy 
butcher,  aoioewltat  wroth  agaiust  tli«  leader, 
whoM  oouneaj  liad  admitted  the  offending 
party, — "  m  you  may  tell  hioi ;  ai>d  I  tell  you, 
that  if  I  had  not  stood  up  all  my  life  against 
the  system,  I'd  strike,  and  leave  you  to  get  a 
baita  where  you  could.  I  bate  such  pupplex,  niul 
to  you  may  tell  him  !"  So  »ying,  Stephen 
walked  away>  and  the  concert  bill  remained 
unaltered. 

If  (aa  is  possible)  there  had  been  m  latent 
h(^  that  the  new  member  would  luke  offence 
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at  his  want  of  influence  in  the  programme  of 
the  evening'^  amuiement,  and  **  strike"  himself, 
the  hope  was  disappointed.  Most  punctual  in 
the  orchestra  was  Mr.  King  Ilarwood,  and  mo«l 
delighted  to  jierc^ve  a  crowded  and  fiuthionahle 
audience.  He  placed  himself  in  aoon&picuou« 
situation  and  a  most  conspicuous  attitude,  and 
sat  out  firiit  an  overture  of  Weber's,  then  the  fine 
old  duet  "  Time  has  not  ihiiineii  my  flowing 
hair,"  and  then  the  cause  of  ijuarrd,  "  When 
shall  we  three  meet  again,"  in  which  Stephen 
had  insisted  on  his  bearing  no  part,  with  scorn- 
ful tang'froid  —  allhuugh  the  Heciite  was  to 
superb,  tind  tlw  whole  performance  so  striking, 
that,  OS  if  to  move  his  spleen,  it  had  been 
rapturously  encored.  The  next  piece  was 
"  O  Nanny !"  harmoniv.cd  for  four  voices,  in 
which  he  was  to  bear  a  part  —  and  a  most  con- 
spicuous pari  he  did  bear,  sure  enough  !  The 
esisence  of  that  sweetest  melody,  whidt  "  cus- 
tom cannot  stale,"  is,  as  every  one  knows,  its 
simplicity  ;  but  simplicity  nuide  no  port  of  our 
vocalist's  menu !  No  one  that  heard  him  will 
'er  forget  the  triUa,  and  runs  and  shakes,  the 
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i3idences  and  flourishes,  of  that  "  O  Nanny  !" — 
Tlie  other  three  voices  (one  of  which  wa«  9t«- 
pbeo's)  stopped  in  aslonixhiiient,  and  ihc  plant- 
ing violins  *'  toiled  after  him  in  vain.''  At  last, 
Stepbra  l^ne,  somewhat  provoked  at  havin|[ 
bwn  put  out  of  his  own  straight  course  by  any 
liting, — for.  as  \x  said  afterwards,  he  thought 
he  could  have  «ung  "  O  Nannj- !"  in  tl»e  oiidst 
of  an  carthtfuake,  and  determined  to  see  if  he 
codld  atop  the  chap's  flourishes,  —  suddenly 
matched  U>c  fiddlestick  otrt  of  the  hands  of 
the  wondering  leader,  and  jerked  iIh'  prinuil 
glee  out  of  the  white-gloved  hands  of  the  lunger, 
BK  he  was  holding  the  leaves  with  the  most 
delicate  affectation— sent  them  sailing  and  flut- 
tering over  the  he«<l»  of  the  audience,  and  then, 
as  the  King,  nothing  daunted,  continued  hin 
Tdriatinns  on  "  Thou  wert  fairest,"  followed  up 
his  blow  by  a  dexterous  twitch  with  the  same 
coneenieot  instrument  at  the  poor  beau's  caxon, 
which  flew  spinning  along  the  ceiling,  and 
alighted  st  last  on  one  of  the  ornaments  of  the 
centre  chaitdelier,  learing  tlie  luckless  vocalist 
with  a  short  crop  of  reddish  hair,  slightly  bald 


und  somewhat  grizzled,  a  tierce  jwir  of  whiKk<T> 
curled  and  dyed,  and  a  moat  diap-fullcn  coun- 
tenance, in  the  tnjdst  of  the  cheem,  the  bravod, 
and  the  encores  of  the  diverted  audience,  who 
laughed  s(  the  exploit  from  the  same  resistlow 
impulse  that  tempted  honrst  Stephen  to  ibe  ad- 

"  Flesh  and  blood  could  not  wititHtand  it, 
man !"  exclaimed  he  apologetically,  holding  out 
ki>  huge  rr^  fist,  which  the  crest-fallen  beau  wa> 
far  too  aii^^ry  to  take;  "  but  I'm  quite  ready  lo 
make  the  wijj  gutx) ;  I  'U  give  you  lialf-a-dozen. 
if  yon  like,  in  return  for  the  fun ;  and  I  'd  re- 
commend thi-ir  fitting  tighter,  for  really  it  '■ 
extraonlinar)'  what  a  little  bit  of  a  j«rk  tent 
that  fellow  Syiag  up  to  the  ceiling  just  like  a 
bird.  The  fiddl»tick\  none  the  worwe  — nor 
you  either,  if  you  could  but  think  ao." 

But  in  the  midat  of  this  consolatory  and  con- 
ciliatory iiaranguc,  the  discomfited  hero  of  tb* 
evening  disappeared,  leaving  his  *'  O  Nanny  V 
under  tlie  feet  of  the  company,  and  hU  (tcriwig 
perched  on  the  chandelier  oTcr  their  heads. 

Thi-  result  of  this  adventure  was,  in  the  first 
placBf   a  moot  aatisfactory  settlement    of  the 
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quKtioa  of  wig  or  no  vij^,  which  had  diridMl 
Ihe  ftinale  world  of  Bclford ;  and  a  complete 
cure  of  hia  murical  mania  oa  Uiu  pnrt  of  it« 
hero.  He  never  sung  a  note  again,  and  has 
even  been  known  to  wince  at  ihc  sound  of  a 
barrel  organ,  whilst  those  Utile  vehicleii  of  fairy 
tunes,  French  work<boxes  and  anuff-boxes,  were 
objects  of  his  eapcctol  atarm.  He  always  look- 
ed as  if  he  expected  to  hear  tbc  sweet  air  of 
'*  O  Nanoj  l"  issuing  from  them. 

One  would  have  thought,  that  such  a  caU> 
mity  would  have  been  sonelhingof  a  lesson. 
But  vanity  i»  a  fttrong-rooted  plant  ihnt  woo 
sprouts  out  again,  crop  it  off*  as  cloaely  a»  you 
nay,  and  the  nusadt-cnturc  wrought  but  little 
change  in  bix  habits.  For  two  or  three  days 
(probably  whilst  a  new  wig  was  making)  he  kept 
tuB  room,  flick  or  sulky ;  then  he  rode  over  to 
Digbton,for  two  or  three  days  more;  aAer  which 
lie  returned  to  Bclford,  rerisitcil  his  old  haunts 
and  renewed  his  old  ways,  strutting  and  >kip- 
ping  as  usual,  the  loudest  at  public  meetings— 
the  busiest  on  committees  —  the  most  philoao- 
ptiical  member  of  the  Philosophical  Society,  at 
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which,  by  the  way,  adventuring  with  all  the 
boldtvess  of  ignorance  on  certain  chvmiral  expe* 
rinents,  be  very  liternlly  burnt  his  finjters ; 
and  the  moM  horticultural  of  the  horticultural- 
i»ts,  m&rchin}f  about  in  a  blur  npnm,  like  a  real 
gnrdviivr,  flourishing  watering-pot*,  cheapening 
budding-knives,  and  boasting  of  his  man.'cls  in 
grafBng  and  pruning,  although  the  only  things 
fMcmbling  tree*  in  his  mother'*  Hlip  trfa  garden 
were  some  smoky  China  row*  that  would  not 
blow,  and  a  few  blighted  currants  that  refused 
to  ripen. 

But  the«  wrrw  trifles.  He  «Hend«l  all  the 
more  serious  business  of  the  town  and  county- 
was  a  constant  man  at  the  vestry,  altbotigh 
no  hotisdtoldcr,  and  at  Imrough  and  county 
meetings,  althougli  he  had  not  a  foot  of  land  in 
the  world.  He  attended  rail-road  in«-ctings, 
navigation  meetings,  turnpike  me«ti^gl^  gas- 
work  meetings,  paving  meetings,  Macadamis- 
ing meetings,  water-work  meetings,  cotlagc- 
allolmcnt  meetings,  anti-sUvetrade  meetings, 
church  mifsionary  meetings,  education  meet- 
iogs  of  every  sort,  and  dissenting  meetings  of 


i 


I 


KING    RARWOOD. 


117 


toi 

i 


dl  denomiiutinn)  ;  never  fwln)  the  bench  ;  «m 
a>  punctual  at  ati  inqupst  as  the  coroner,  at 
the  quarter-sessions  as  Uic  chftirtnan,  at  ih*- 
unz«s  aa  the  judge,  and  hsih  been  oftener 
(alkd  to  order  by  the  court,  nnd  turned  out  of 
the  grand-jury  room  by  the  foreman,  than  any 
other  man  in  the  county,  in  alwrt,  as  Stephen 
l^nc,  wltuin  he  i-iicounlcrcd  prcily  rrcxjuently 
in  tbe  couno  of  bin  peruiiibulation*,  pithily 
observed  of  bJm,  "  A  body  vas  sure  to  find  tbe 
chap  wberc-vcr  be  bad  no  business.*' 

Stephen,  who  probably  thought  be  hul  given 
htan  puoishment  enough,  regarded  the  poor 
King  after  the  fasbion  iu  nhidi  his  great  dog 
SiiK>k«r  would  look  upon  a  cur  whom  he  had 
toned  ooce  and  disdained  to  toss  again — «  mix- 

Tv  of  lolvntioD  and  contempt.  Tbe  utmost 
which  l)ie  good  butcluT  was  ever  provoked 
his  adversary's  uoiuest  nonsense  or  pertest 

esumptioo,  was  «  significant  nod  towards  the 
chandelier  from  wl»enc«  the  menwrablv  wig  luul 
once  buDg  pcitdent.  a  true  ccvutchcon  of  pr^ 
tcDcei  or,  if  that  memento  were  not  sufficient, 
llie  whistling  a  few  ba-s  of  "  WHicrc  thou  wen 
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iat,  wlack  acUom  failed  of 
its  «&ct  IB  pcvplaaiig  sad  diunb-foaDding  Uw 
oruor. 

TIm^  were,  howrvcr,  dmiDod  to  snoiher  en- 
raiiitCT:  mkI,  mt  «>  oftm  bipptm  hi  this  world 
of  ifaiftiDg  cirrunutanoe,  tbe  result  uT  that  i:d- 
counUT  brought  oat  paints  of  chorKtcr  which 
entirely  c4)angnl  their  fe^ings  rad  position 
towxtik  tach  other. 

Stephen  had  b«en,  *i  I  have  befofv  sud,  or 
metuit  (o  UT.  a  mighty  cricketer  in  his  time ; 
and,  although  now  many  stooc  too  hravj  for 
Mtire  portidpalicm,  contitiuc^  as  Gmily  at* 
tachcd  to  the  sport,  as  fond  of  looking  oo  »a6 
promotiDg  that  most  noble  nod  truly  li^glish 
game,  as  your  old  oricketfr,  when  of  a  hearty 
and  RngliaJi  character,  is  generally  found  to  be. 
He  pklrotiised  and  promoted  the  diversion  on 
all  oecanions,  formed  a  weekly  cluh  al  Bvlford 
tor  the  lake  of  practice,  aft&igned  them  a  coot- 
modioiiN  meadovr  for  a  crick et<ground,  trained 
lip  sons  am)  grandaons  to  the  excrciip,  made 
matelKii  with  all  the  pari«hi-s  round,  and  was 
•D  leduluua  in  maintaining  the  credit  of  the 


KINO   HABWOOD.  119 

Belford  Eleveo,  (hat  not  a  Ud  came  into  the 
pUcc  as  SD  apprentice,  or  a  jouroeyman — wpc- 
eiiUf  if  he  hapfwnrd  to  belong  to  a  cricketing 
county— witliout  Stephen'H  examining  into  his 
proficiency  in  his  favourite  aecompUshmcnt. 
Towards  blackuoitba,  who  from  the  develup- 
tMnt  of  muscular  power  in  the  amifl  are  often 
ue«Uent  players,  and  millers,  who  are  good 
(ricketefB  one  trarcely  kiiowH  why — it  run»  in 
Ibr  trade— his  attentinn  was  particularly  di- 
rected, and  hia  mearches  were  at  last  rewarded 
by  the  discovery  of  a  first-rate  batsman,  at  a 
lorgc  nearly  o|>}>ositc  hit  own  residenoe. 

Caleb  Ilydc.  the  bandicntAsman  in  question, 
was  a  spare,  sinewy,  half-starved  looking  young 
■nan,  aa  ragged  as  the  wildest  ooli  be  ever  tihod. 
Humphry  Clinker  was  not  in  a  more  unclothed 
condition  when  be  first  shocked  the  eyes  of  Mrs. 
Tabitlia  Bnunhlc ;  and,  Stephen  wt^mg  that  he 
waa  a  capital  ironsmith,  and  sure  to  ooinuiand 
good  wages,  began  to  fear  that  his  evil  plight 
arose,  aa  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  roggcdnvsn 
does  arise,  from  the  gentle  Ncductiuna  of  the 
heer-bouscs.     On  inquiry,  however,  he  found 
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Atf  fait  ^ttft  «^  m  wfa^  m  if  then  wer» 
ut  a  bcer-faonr  n  iW  woM ;  ifaM  h«  had 
bam  nductd  to  fais  pnaent  ^Mcoirif  ptig^l  ^5 
■  long  lever :  and  that  Ids  oahr  cstravagancv 
BOBrirtcJ  in  bif  haung,  mrr  wmx  br  wu  out 
of  bit  apf)m)Uce»btp,  uipported  by  the  sweat 
of  bi>  brow  ao  aged  motber  and  a  ocUt  lister, 
for  wIkmc  tnaintmoncr,  during  hii  own  tedi&UH 
iUnci«,  he  had  pawned  bit  datitet,  rather  than 
allow  Uida  la  receive  reBcf  (Vnm  the  parish. 
'J'bit  ineuncc  of  adectiunale  iodepoideBce  won 
our  butcher '■  heart. 

"That'*  what  I  call  acting  like  a  man  and 
an  Eagluhnwo !"  cxdaimcd  honest  Stephen. 
"  I  never  had  a  molher  (o  take  care  of,"  conti- 
nued he,  pursuing  the  same  train  of  (bought, — 
"  that  it,  I  never  knew  her;  and  an  unnatural 
jatle  Hhe  niukt  have  been :  but  nobody  bekinghig 
to  DM  should  ever  hare  re^.'eived  parish  money 
whilai  1  had  Ihc  use  of  my  two  hands;— and 
ibis  poor  fellow  must  be  seen  to  !** 

Ani)  as  an  induction  to  the  more  considerable 
and  more  permanent  bei>e&t&  which  he  designed 
(at  bim,  h«  carried  Caleb  off  to  tlie  cricket- 
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j^uod,  where  there  was  •  grand  rendezvous  of 
all  the  amateurs  of  the  neif^hhourliood,  heatinj; 
np  for  recruits  for  a  great  match  to  come  off 
■t  Danby-park  on  the  Rurcweding  week. 

"Tbcy  gite  their  player*  a  gtitnca  a  day," 
thought  Stepheo ;  "and  I'd  bet  fifty  guineaa 
that  Sir  Tbooiaa  takes  a  fancy  to  him." 

Now,  the  Belford  cricket-ground  happened 
lo  be  one  of  Mr.  King  Harwood's  many 
ioanges.  He  never,  to  be  sure,  condescended 
lo  play  there ;  but  it  wa«  an  excellent  opportu- 
nity to  iiud  fault  Willi  thow  that  did,  to  lay 
down  the  law  on  diiiputed  points,  to  talk 
familiarly  of  llie  great  men  at  Lord's,  and  to 
boost  how  in  one  match,  on  that  classic  ground, 
'he  had  got  more  notches  than  Mr.  Ward,  and 
.had  caught  out  Mr.  Budd,  and  l>awle<l  out 
Lord  Prodcfick.  Anybody,  lo  have  heard  him, 
would  have  ihougtit  him  in  his  ungle  person 
able  to  heat  a  whole  eleven.  TluH  mnrcjuec 
DO  the  Belford  crick et-grouiul  was  the  place 
to  see  King  Harwood  in  his  glory. 

There  he  was,  on  the  afternoon  in  question, 
putting  in  bis  word  on  all  occasjons ;  a  word 
VOL   I-  o 
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of  more  importance  than  ttsuiil,  l>ecauBe>  Sit 
Thomas  heiiig  Iiiinitelf  unablfi  to  attend,  his 
steward,  whom  he  had  s^nt  to  select  (he  aux* 
iliaries  fur  the  great  match,  wai>  rather  more 
iuclintxi  than  his  tnastcr  would  have  been  to 
listen  to  his  Buggcslions,  (a  circumstance  which 
may  bu  couly  accounted  fur  by  the  fact,  that 
the  one  did  know  him,  and  the  other  did  not,) 
and  therefore  in  more  danger  of  lieing  preju- 
diced by  hJH  scornful  disdain  of  poor  Caleb, 
towards  whom  he  had  taken  a  violent  aversion^ 
first  ta  a  proteg6  of  Mr.  Lane's,  and  secondly 
ai  l>ein);  very  literally  an  "  unwa«he(I  arlificOT," 
Stephen  having  carried  him  ofl'  from  the  forge 
without  even  pemiitting  the  in<Iii«pensable  ab- 
lutiunii,  or  the  Uight  improvement  in  co«.tume 
which  his  scanty  waixlrobe  would  Itave  per- 
mitted. 

"  He  would  be  a  disgrace  to  your  deven, 
Mr.  Miller  !"  said  his  Banlamic  Majesty  to  the 
diril  steward ;  '*  Sir  Tlwma).  would  have  to 
ch>tlto  him  from  top  to  toe.  TbereV  the  crick* 
eter  that  1  should  recommend,'  addwj  be, 
pointing  to  a  young  Uncndrvper,  in  nankeen 
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ilwrtft,  light  iittoes,  and  silk  stockmfis.  *'  He 
mderstandi  i\w  proper  costume,  and  is,  in 
wj  mind,  a  far  preltit^r  p|jt}-cr.  Out  1"  sbouU 
ti  "ibe  skipping  King,"  as  Ctleb,  ruiininp 
a  little  too  hflTxl,  saved  htmseJF  from  beinn; 
MumpMl  out  by  llmiwjng  liimself  down  nt  full 
Iragth,  with  hia  ani)  «x(«!n<lnl,  nnd  the  end  of 
In*  bat  full  two  iache»  bevond  tbi?  xtridv ; 
"Out!  fairiyout  r 

"No  outr"  Todferated  the  bulcher;  "it's 
a  thing  done  every  day.  He's  not  out,  Bud 
jmt  are  f"  encUimed  (he  man  of  the  cleaver.      * 

But  the  cry  of  "out"  having  once  been 
raued,  the  oihi-r  side,  rttpecially  the  scout  who 
hod  picked  up  and  lowed  theba]l,and  thcwicket> 
keeper  wbo  had  caught  it  trom  the  scout,  and 
the  bowler — a  dogged  surly  old  player,  wimm 
Caleb's  battin<;  had  IciiM-d  not  a  little — Joined 
ID  the  clamour;  and  forthwith  a  confimon  and 
n  din  of  tongues,  like  that  of  the  Tower  <tf 
Babrl,  arose  amongst  cricketers  and  standers 
by ;  froni  tbe  midst  of  which  might  be  lieard 
Bt  intervals,  "  Lord's  Ground,"  "  Howard," 
"Mr.  Ward,"  "Mr.  Budd,"   "Lord   Krede- 
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rick,"  aod  *'  IV  Mai7baae  Club,"  in  the  pod- 
tire  dogaulkal  dictatonal  lonn  at  Mr.  King 
Harwood  -,  utd  the  appftrtnllj  ifreteraDl  qurs- 
Ooo,  "  O  Nanoj,  will  tbou  gang  wilb  me  ?^' 
rang  in  his  deep  «fid  powetful  bftry-tooc  Toiee 
b;  Sicpbro  L«nr. 

At  ta*t|  from  idciv  v««niic»,  there  wm  k 
p«u««  in  the  upnmr ;  and.  our  honent  huicbcr, 
wiping  hii>  fine  broad  manlj  bee,  exclaioKd. 
half  in  noliloqaj, 

"  To  be  sure,  it's  fooliBh  enough  to  make  such 
a  nquabbling  at  a  mere  practising  bout  amongU 
ourselves;  but  one  can't  help  being  aggravated 
to  Itear  a  chap,  who  sits  there  oeTcr  toucbJof  « 
b«(,  lay  down  t)ic  law  ua  if  he  could  iK-at  all 
Kngland  ;  whereas  it's  my  firm  opinion  that  ht 
m-ver  played  in  a  match  in  liis  life.  If  lie  hod, 
liv'd  want  to  play  now.  1  defy  a  man  that  ba> 
been  a  cricketer  not  to  feel  a  yearning,  like,  afler 
the  game  when  it^s  going  on  before  bis  eyes; 
and  I  would  not  mind  laying  a  »Riarti^  w*gcr 
that  his  playing  is  ju&t  as  bad  as  hi«  uoging.^ 

"  I'll  play  any  man  for  thirty  pounda,  tl» 
be>t  uf  Iwo  innings  Jit  single  wiiJuitJ^ ''^*lKd 
King,  producing  iIk  muucy. 
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**  DoQe,"  TvpGtd  Stephen  :•*  and  Caleb,  hmi. 
AaQ  be  your  hud." 

"  Surely,  Mr.  Laoe,"  reapoaded  the  aflraotcd 
beau,  **  you  can't  ialmd  to  match  rae  «rith  a 
dirty  ragged  fellow  like  that  f  Of  course  I 
cipfct  90«iMlhii^  like  rqaality  in  my  oppooeut 
^—tamt  decent  penoo.  Xo  atut  nxild  expect 
me    to    pUy    agaisal    a  joamcymsD     black- 

MBilh."" 

•*  Why  not  ?"  demiodcd  the  undaunted  nidi- 
od :  "  we  *re  on  the  nme  Ae^  and  blood,  wbr- 
ther  clean  or  dirty — all  >pmiig  fnm  Adam. 
And  as  to  Caleb,  poor  fdldw  !  who  pavoed  bif 
dotbes  to  keep  hi*  old  mother  and  his  ekW 
stster,  I  rml;  vi>h  we  were  all  u  good.  HoW' 
BotDerer,  m  that  match  would  be,  as  you  lay, 
nther  unequal — for  111  be  bound  that  he'd  beat 
joQ  with  his  right  band  tied  behind  him, — why, 
il  would  not  be  Toir  to  put  him  against  you. 
Herc'f  my  little  grandson  Gregory,  who  voo't 
be  ten  years  old  dll  next  Martinmas — he  shall 
plajr  you  :  or,  dang  it,  man,"  ohoumi  Stephen, 
**  I II  pUy  you  myitelf !  I  have  not  taken  a 
b«t  in  hand  thc«  twenty  jtati,"  continued  he, 


KING    HASWOODL 

bejpnning,  in  ttpite  of  tb«  remonstrances  of  liis 
friends,  especially  of  poor  Caleb,  to  strip  off 
his  coat  and  waistcoat,  and  prepare  for  tlw  en- 
counter,—'* I  have  not  touched  bat  or  bull  for 
these  twenty  years,  but  I  'in  ««  win-  of  Ix-ating 
that  cliitp  us  if  he  wa.i  a  woman.  So  hold  your 
tongue,  Feler  Jenkins '.  be  quirt,  Caleb !  Don't 
you  prate  about  your  grandmother,  Gngory ; 
for  play  I  will.  And  get  you  rtady,  MjL»tcr  Har- 
wood,  for  I  mean  to  bowl  you  out  at  the  firm 
l«II."' 

And  Master  King  did  make  ready  accord* 
ingly:  tied  one  handkerchief  round  bis  white 
trousers  and  another  round  his  waist,  lamented 
(be  want  of  his  nankeen*  an<)  his  cricketing 
pumiMi,  poised  the  hats,  found  fault  with  the 
Iwll,  and  finally  placed  himu-lf  in  altitude  al 
the  wicket;  and  having  won  the  loss,  prepared 
to  receive  the  ball,  which  Stephen  on  his  part 
was  prefwring  v<-ry  dclibeniicly  to  deliver. 

Stephen  in  his  time  had  been  an  excellent 
fail  bowler  ;  and  as  that  power  was  not  affected 
by  his  size,  (though  probably  suniewhat  im> 
paired  by  want  of  practice,)  and  his  confidence 
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■  M*  ulTtiTsary's  l»J  pU;  woM  much  iocroued 
hj  the  manner  in  which  he  ttood  at  hin  wicket, 
be  calculated  with  the  moM  coi»forial>lc  cer- 
tainty on  ftettinj;  him  out  whenever  Uu  likvtl  :— 
tad  he  was  right ;  thfl  unlucky  King  could 
neither  Rtnp  nor  strike.  (Tc  kept  no  guard  over 
ins  wicket ;  and  in  less  than  three  minutes  tlw 
dumps  ratlte<l  without  his  Itaving  oooc  hit  the 
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It  was  now  StepheaV  turn  to  go  in — tin- 
Tattest  cricketer  of  a  surely  that  ever  widdeil 
bat.  He  Ntood  up  to  his  wicket  like  a  man,  and 
considcnnf;  that  King'g  bowling  was  soon  seen 
to  be  a«  bad  as  his  hitting — that  U  to  say,  as  bod 
at  anything  could  be — there  wati  every  ehauce 
of  Ms  stopping  the  ball,  and  continuing  in  for 
three  hours:  but  whether  he  would  get  a 
notch  in  three  days,  whether  dear  Stephen 
htneeould  run,  was  a  problem.  It  inu  solved 
howerer,  end  sooner  (ban  might  have  beeii  ex- 
pected. He  gave  a  mighty  hit— a  hit  that  .sent 
iter  Hpiniiin^  into  the  hedge  at  iIh;  bottom  of 
theground—^  hit,  of  which  anybody  elite  would 
baveaiade  throe  even  at  single  wicket;  and. 
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aetting  out  on  a  lvi»urv!y  liMij^-lrul,  coalrived 
to  gel  boiue,  witliuut  niudi  incutiveuMnce,  just 
before  the  iianling  King  arrived  at  bis  grouB^ 
Id  his  next  attemiil  at  ruuniog,  he  was  not  hi 
fortunate :  his  anta^nist  rcachc<1  iIk.-  widiet 
«hil»l  h«  was  etill  in  iDid-carerr,  m>  that  his 
inmtifjs  was  over,  utid  Mr.  King  Harwood  had 
to  go  in  iigitiii»t  (Kie. 

Alas  I  he  found  it  one  too  many  '.  At  ihft 
very  second  ball,  he  oiadc  a  hit — his  first  hJt^ 
and  unliKkily  a  hit  up,  and  Slephen  cauglil 
him  out  by  tlie  mere  c>:eniun  of  lifting  his 
right  arm ;  »o  lliat  the  watch  waa  woo  at  a 
tingle  innings,  the  account  standing  thus  :— 

King  Uanrood,  Brst  innings      .     .  0       «   ■ 
J)illo  woond  innings       ■  0 

Slr|>)ien  Lane,  lirxt  innings         .     .1     ,  ,,\ 
.  It    would   havo  been  diliieult   to  give   ihui 
•oarers  on  both  sides  less  trouble.  i 

Stephen  was  charinnt  with  his  success,  laugh- 
ing like  a  child  for  very  glee,  tossing  the  ball 
into  the  air,  and  enjoying  bis  triumph  with 
uDrenirained  delight,  until  bis  antagonist,  who 
had   borne  his  defeat  with  much  e<]uaiiiniity, 
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his  coat  aad  wuatcoat;    **put  up  the  noic*, 
man,  can't  je!** 

"  A«  I  said  before,  Mr.  L«n^  thi»  roooey 
is  ymiTS.  Vou  need  not  »crupi«  taking  it ;  for 
ihougb  I  am  a  poor  man,  I  du  oot  owe  a  Ur- 
thinj;  in  th«  world.  Th«  loss  will  occasion  mc  no 
ioooDvcnience.  I  bad  merely  put  «t>>de  this  flum 
to  pay  Charlrs  Wither  the  diflcrciicv  between 
my  Imy  marc  and  his  chestnut  horw ;  aud  dow  I 
shall  keep  (he  mare;  and  perhaps,  aAer  all.  she 
is  the  more  iiMful  roadster  of  the  two.  You 
mutt  uke  thi-  money." 

"  I'll  l>e  hanjied  if  I  do!"  exclaimed  SU-pheu. 
struck  with  sudden  and  unexpected  reaped  at 
the  frank  avowal  of  poverty,  the  good  princi- 
|>leK,  and  thr  good  temper  of  this  speech.  "  Uow 
can  I  f  Wasn't  it  my  own  rule,  wlien  I  gave 
this  bit  of  ground  to  the  cricketers,  that  iio> 
l»ody  should  ever  play  in  it  for  any  stake,  high 
or  low  f  A  pwtly  thing  it  would  be  if  I,  a 
reformer  of  forty  year*'  standing,  should  lie  the 
fir»t  man  lo  lireak  a  law  of  my  own  making  ! 
Besides,  'lis  setting  n  bod  example  to  these 
youngsters,  and  ought   nut   to   be  dono — and 


KINO  BABWOOD. 


Ul 


I 
I 


iha'nl  be  done,"  continued  Stepben,  vtaxiag 
positire.  *'  You  Ve  do  notion  what  «n  ob^i' 
nate  old  cbap  I  can  be  1  Belter  let  me  iiave 
IDT  own  way." 

"  Provi<lc(l  ytm  let  mv  bavv  mine.  You  uy 
you  cannut  lake  lh««e  notn — I  feci  tbat  1  »ii- 
ooC  keep  tbem.  Suppooe  we  make  tbein  over  to 
your  friynd  Caleb,  to  repair  bis  waidnvbe?" 

"  Dang  it,  you  arc  a  real  good  fellow  '."  shout- 
ed Strf^vti  in  on  ccstuy,  gnsping  King  Uar- 
iroo(r*hftnd,aiH]  shaking  it  uif  he  would  «b)ik« 
il  off;  **  a  capital  fellow  [  a  truv-born  Knglish- 
■ua!  and  I  beg  your  pardon  from  my  uul  for  that 
trick  of  thv  wig  ttiid  all  my  flouting  and  fleering 
beforv  and  unce.  \'uu  've  laugbl  aw.  a  K-mou  that 
I  «ban't  forget  in  a  hurry.  Your  beart  *b  in  the 
rigiit  place;  and  when  that's  tbe  ease,  why  a  little 
Soery  and  nonwiwe  nigiiilics  no  ntorc  than  the 
patches  upon  C'aleb'»  jacket,  or  the  opots  on 
a  bullock 'fl  hide,  just  skin-deep,  and  hardly 
thai.  I  *ve  a  rc»])cct  for  you,  man  !  and  1  beg 
your  pardon  over  and  ovcr."^  And  again  and 
again  be  wrung  King  IIarwood*s  hnod  in  his 
hagv  red  Gat ;  whilst  borne  away  by  his  honest 
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ferrrncy.  King  returned  ihc  pr««ure  and  walk- 
ed sUeoUy  home,  wondering  a  tittle  at  his  own 
fITatification,  for  a  chord  had  been  struck  in 
his  bosom  that  bad  scldooi  vibrated  before,  and 
the  Gcnsattoo  wa»  as  new  as  it  wa«  delightful. 

The  next  morning  little  tingory  Lane  made 
hi>  appramncc  nt  Warwick-terrace,  mounted 
oa  Mr.  Charic*  Wither'^  beautiful  chestnut. 

**  Grandfadier  sends  his  duty,  sir,"  «id  the 
smiling  boj,  jumpiDg  down,  and  putting  the 
bridle  into  King  Ilarwood's  hand,  **  and  says 
that  you  had  yuur  way  yesterday,  and  that  bC 
must  have  his  to>day.  He  's  as  quiet  as  a 
Umb,"  added  the  boy,  already,  like  Uarry 
Blount  io  Manuion,  a  "sworn  horse-courser;" 
*'  and  such  a  trotter  I  lie  'U  carry  you  twdve 
miles  an  hour  with  ease."  And  King  Harwood 
accepted  the  ofiering;  aud  Stephen  and  be  wetB 
good  frieoda  ever  after.  14 
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Op  all  IWtng  objecls,  children,  out  of  iloor«, 
Kem  to  me  the  most  inlcrrstinf;  to  a  Inrer  of 
naltm.  In  »  room,  I  may,  prrliap^,  be  allowed 
lo  exerrise  iny  privilege  m  an  old  ntakl,  by  con- 
(eMing  tlial  tbey  ftfe  in  my  eyeti  Ifc»  enfjaginf;. 
If  well-beltaved,  the  poor  little  tbinga  leem  cnn- 
ilniDed  and  geiiit — if  ill -conducted,  the  gfnt  i« 
Iniiafirrrvd  lo  ()k'  unf»rliitialcgn>wn-uji|iro|>le, 
vhotn  iheir  Doiie  diurscU  and  their  quefilioni 
blemipt.  Within  doon,  in  thort,  I  am  one 
of  the  many  persons  who  like  children  id  their 
places, — that  in  u>  tny,  in  any  place  where  I  ain 
noc  But  out  of  doorit  there  i%  no  such  limita- 
tion :  from  the  gipHV  urchins  under  a  hnlge, 
lo  the  little  lords  and  ladies  in  a  ducal  tle- 
maoe,  tbey  ore  charming  to  look  at,  lo  watch, 
to  Ustea  to.     Tk>g»  are  lc»  ama<ing,  fluvr- 


I3i       THE   CAkTENTEK'S    DACCBTXR. 

en  &R  leas  beautifiil,  trees  Uwixnelva  ire  In* 
pictumqor. 

I  emunot  rtea  mention  Uictn  without  recalling 
to  IDT  mind  twenty  groups  or  single  figures,  oC 
which  Gainsborough  wotild  have  madp  st  oner 
a  picture  and  a  storr-  The  little  aristocntiic- 
lootiing  ^rl,  for  in*tance,  of  same  five  or  us 
jrean  old,  vbuto  I  uted  to  we  two  years  ^p>, 
crcry  morning  at  breakfast- time,  tripping  along 
the  nio«t  romanlic  stn-ct  in  England,  (the  High- 
street  in  Oxford,)  altettdMl,  or  eccorteU,  it  ia 
doubtful  which,  by  a  superb  Nrw  found  I  and 
dog,  cuHy  and  bWk,  carrying  in  his  huge 
mouth  her  tiny  workba^  or  her  fairy  parasol, 
and  guarding  with  ho  true  a  fidelity  his  pretty 
young  lady,  whilst  she,  on  her  part,  qtifMii'd  it 
over  her  lordly  subject  with  such  diverting 
gravity,  m-cniing  to  guide  him  whilst  he  guided 
her — led,  whilst  she  thought  herself  leading, 
and  finally  deposited  at  her  daily  school,  wflh 
aa  much  regularity  a*  the  name  wypiriwis  qua- 
drujied  wouM  have  displayed  in  carrying  his 
master's  glove,  or  fetching  a  stick  out  of  the 
water.      Huw  |  should  like  to  see  a  portrait  of 
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ihsl  fiur  demure  rlegaot  child,  mih  Iht  full 
tbort  ttock,  hrr  frilled  irou«.-r*,  wd  her  blur 
kid  Ao«9,  threading  hrr  way,  hy  ihe  aid  of  her 
tthUt!  altendant.  through  the  many  hdoII  iiufie- 
dinenu  of  the  crowded  streeu  uf  Oxford  I 

Or  the  prcttjr  scvne  of  childish  distrvM  which 
I  HW  laat  winier  an  my  way  to  VMUt  Court,  — 
adislress  which  told  its  own  story  aa  cuoiplftely 
u  the  picture  of  tlte  broken  pitcher!  I>riving 
r^dly  along  the  beautiful  road  from  Evcnley 
Bridge  to  Fiiichani»te«d,  up  bill  and  down  ;  on 
■be  one  side  a  widr  >)»elving  bank,  doited  with 
fine  old  oak*  oiid  t>e«clies,  tiitenniiigled  with 
iburn  and  birch,  and  magnilicient  holly,  ami  edg- 
ing iato  Mr.  I'olmcr's  fun-st-likL-  woods ;  on  the 
Dtbvr.  an  open  hilly  country,  ittuddeil  with  large 
MBglu  iretrs.  In  the  luidu  of  tlm  laiidM:a|ic, 
rich  and  lovely  eveh  in  winter,  in  the  very 
middle  of  tlic  road,  stood  two  poor  cottage  chil- 
drea,  a  year  or  two  younger  than  the  damsel 
uf  Uxlord;  a  krge  basket  dangling  from  the 
hand  of  one  uf  them,  and  a  heap  of  barley- 
wed  ~Ui<!  barley -nical  that  sliould  have  betdi  in 
tlif  baaket —  the  week's  dinner  of  the  pig,  scat- 
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tered  in  the  dirt  at  iheir  fwt.  Poor  little  dvars' 
bow  thcycxivd  t  TItpy  could  not  have  told  tbvir 
stonT)  had  not  their  ftory  told  itself  :-^thpy  had 
bcm  carrj'iiif;  ihr  basket  betwocB  ilwm,  and 
Homchow  it  had  Kfip^wd.  A  shilling  remedied 
(hat  disaster,  and  wnl  away  all  partiM  smiling 
and  content. 

Then  again,  this  very  aftcntoon,  the  eqiiahblt* 
of  thoe«  ragged  iirrhin;  at  cricket  on  the  eon- 
mon — n  diipntcil  ]Hiint  of  out  or  not  oul  1  The 
nght-year-old  boy  «  ho  will  not  leave  his  wicket ; 
the  seven  and  nine-year-old  imps  who  are  try- 
ing to  force  him  fnnii  his  post ;  lite  wranglinj; 
parltsani  of  all  af;rM,  from  ten  downwards,  the 
two  contt-ndiiig  <it/«,  wtw  are  bruwlinj^  for  vic- 
tory ;  the  grave,  ragged  umpire,  a  lad  of  twelve, 
with  a  siiek  under  his  arm,  who  is  wlcmnly 
listening  to  the  cause ;  and  the  younger  and  leaa 
iiilemted  »pectat<>r«,  aoiiie  jtii>l  l>rcccl)ed,  and 
ulhere  »till  eondemned  to  th«  ignominious  petti- 
coat, who  am  sitting  on  the  bonk,  and  wonder- 
ing which  party  will  carry  tlie  day  !  «a» 

What  can  be  prettier  than  this,  unleaa  it  be 
tb«  fdlow-gtoup  of  girls — Aisters,  I  presume,  to 
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tin  boys  —  who  are  Uugbing  and  wreaming 
touiul  the  great  Mik :  tbca  darting  to  aod  fro,  ja 
agWDC  (»nii)ouud«l  uf  bidt!-aiKl-M.x'k  and  lw«> 
hall.  Now  toKUDg  the  ball  high,  tiigh  ainidrt 
the  brauclirs;  now  flinging  it  Ion  along  the 
mmaioD,  bowling,  aa  it  were,  ulnumt  within 
reach  of  the  cricketers;  now  puraiin^,  now 
Mntliag,  running,  jiimpiDg,  iliouting,  bavU 
tng — alnioet  ahn«king  with  ecstasy  ;  whilst  one 
ttinbunit  bUck-cycd  gipsy  throws  forth  bet 
Uugliiog  face  tnmi  behind  the  trunk  of  the 
(Jd  oak,  and  tlwn  fliitg*  a  newer  and  a  g*>'cr 
ball — fortunate  purchase  of  some  boarded  dx- 
pence— anQMigst  her  adminng  plajmatea.  ilap- 
py,  happy  children !  that  one  hour  of  innocent 
oijoyuient  is  worth  an  age  i 

Jt  waa.  perhaps,  niy  love  of  picturesque  cbiK 
inn  thai  &t«t  attracted  my  attention  towards  a 
IHllc  ouiidt-n  iif  wme  six  or  scrra  years  old, 
whoo)  I  uM-d  lo  mix-t,  somelimvM  gt>ing  lotchool, 
and  Gooictiine!)  returning  from  it,  during  a  casual 
rcsidciiceufa  week  or  two  some  fiftccti  years  ugu 
in  our  good  town  of  Bvlford.  1 1  was  a  very  coni- 
plrte  specimen  of  childiah  beauty  ;  what  would 
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be  cmllrd  a  picture  of  a  child,  —  (he  very  Ktutly 
for  a  painter ;  with  tlic  round,  fair,  rwty  face, 
colourMi  like  the  applc-blos«oni ;  the  large, 
bright,  open  blue  eyes  ;  the  broad  white  forv- 
head,  Hliadcd  by  bmwn  cluBtvrin^f  curls,  and 
the  lips  scarlet  oa  winter  berries.  But  it  wo* 
the  expression  of  that  bloomiog  couotcnance 
which  formed  its  principal  cliarin  ;  every  look 
was  a  Huilc,  and  n  smile  wliicit  had  in  it  asinucb 
of  sweetDCMi  om  of  gaiety,  i^ie  seemed,  aikI  she 
was,  the  happient  and  the  nio«t  alfectionate  i>f 
created  bdngs.  Her  dress  was  singiUarly  be- 
coming. A  little  straw  bonnet,  of  a  shape 
calculated  not  to  conceal,  but  to  display 
the  young  pretty  face,  and  a  full  short  frock 
of  gentiauella  blue,  which  served,  by  iu  Iwil- 
liant  yet  contrasted  colouring,  to  enhance  the 
liHghtiicKK  of  that  brightest  complexion.  Trip- 
ping along  to  school  with  her  neat  covered 
basket  in  licr  chubby  linnd,  the  little  Uu»  wai 
(jerfect. 

I  could  iwt  help  looking  and  admiring,  and 
stopping  to  look  ;  and  the  pretty  child  stopped 
loo,  and  dropped  her  Uttle  curtsy ;  and  than  1 
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■poke,  and  Own  she  spoke, — for  fil)e  waa  too 
noooent,  too  unfraring,  too  niiKlcnt  to  hv  tJiy ; 
B  that  SuHv  and  I  »«od  became  aoquaioted ; 
and  in  a  rrry  few  dayii  the  acquaintancvthip 
was  extended  to  a  iioe  opeD'Counienanced  man, 
and  n  sweet-looking  and  intelligent  young  wo- 
man, Susan's  father  and  mother, — one  or  other 
of  wbont  u»rd  to  oonie  almo«t  every  ev<-i)ii>g  lo 
meet  their  djirling  on  bcr  rctuni  from  sdioo) ; 
for  she  was  an  only  one,  —  the  wle  odTsjiring  of 
a  niarmge  of  love,  which  was,  I  Iwlieve,  reek- 
imod  unfortuiinte  hy  everybody  except  the  (>ar- 
ties  coucerned :  they  felt  and  knew  that  tliey  . 
were  happy. 

I  •oon  learnt  thnr  xitnple  history.  William 
Jervi),  the  only  son  of  a  rieh  carpenter,  had 
been  attached,  almost  from  childhood,  to  his 
fair  neighbour,  Slary  Price,  tlie  daughter  of 
a  baberdftfthtr  in  ■  great  way  (»f  buninest, 
who  lived  in  the  same  MrceL  The  carpenter, 
a  plo<tdiiig,  frugal  artiian  of  the  old  Bchoo), 
who  truBtvd  to  indefatigable  industry  and  unde- 
vlating  sobriety  for  getting  on  in  Hfe,  had  n» 
imtinctive  mistrust  of  the  moic  dashing   and 
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spcculjuive  trad«9mu],  mnd  CTni,  in  the  height 
of  hiBpT06perifT,luoki.t)  with  oold  and  doubtful 
0yn  tm  his  sod's  engagement.  Mr.  Fricv'a  cir- 
cumstances, bowe¥er,  seemed,  and  at  the  time 
•CTT,  K>  flourisliing — his  ofiers  so  liberal,  and  his 
daughter's  character  so  excellent,  that  to  refuse 
his  co«««n(  would  have  bfcn  an  unwarrantable 
ntntch  of  authorit)-.  All  that  our  prudent  car- 
penter could  do  was,  to  delay  the  union,  in  hopes 
that  «onM-thing  might  still  occur  to  brcnk  it  uff; 
and  when,  ten  day*  before  the  lime  filially  fixed 
for  the  marriage,  the  rr»tiUoE«ii  unsuccessful 
speculation  placed  &lr.  Price**  name  in  the  Ga. 
s«(t«,  OMiBt  heartily  did  lie  congratulate  himself 
on  the  foredght  which,  as  he  hoped,  had  saved 
him  fromthecalamily  of  a  portionless  daughler- 
iiKtaw.  He  had,  howe^■e^,  miscalculated  the 
strength  of  his  son's  affection  for  poor  Mary, 
as  well  OS  the  Rrm  principle  of  honour  which 
regarded  their  long  and  evcry-way  sanctioned 
tigi^inent  as  a  bond  little  le»  sacred  than 
wt<dlock  itM'lf ;  and  on  Tttr.  Price's  dying,  within 
•  very  few  mouths,  of  that  death  whieb,  ■!• 
tlkough  not  included  in  the  bills  of  nwrlalily,  is 
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yet  hut  too  trulj  rrcn^iwd  by  tb«  popular 
phn«c,  B  brokvn  bvarl,  Willtum  Jcrris,  after 
Tuintjr  trying  ev»y  mode  uf  appeal  to  bis  oMu- 
nlc  father,  married  the  orphan  girl — id  the 
dc»perAte  hope,  that  the  step  being  once  uk«fi, 
■od  pa»t  all  remedy,  an  only  child  would  find 
(orgiTeDess  for  an  offence  atteaded  by  so  many 
entenuoling  drcu  Distances. 

But  here,  too,  M'illiam,  in  his  turn,  miineal- 
culated  the  invincible  olniinacy  of  hia  father's 
cliaracter.  Ue  ordered  his  ion  from  his  houM 
and  his  preKcnce,  dismissed  him  from  hia  em- 
ployment, fofbodr  hi»  very  namr  to  be  meO' 
tiuned  in  his  hearing,  and.  up  ti>  the  time  at 
which  our  atory  begins,  compwrted  himtelfiA-: 
actly  aft  if  be  nerer  had  had  a  child. 

William,  a  dutiful,  affectionate  son,  fell 
Kverely  the  deprivation  of  hi*  father's  sffec- 
liuD,  aod  Mary  fdt  for  her  William ;  but,  so 
far  oa  regarded  ttieir  worldly  concerns,  I  am 
almost  afraid  to  say  how  little  they  ri'^^tted 
their  ebange  of  prospects.  Young,  healthy,  *^- 
utive^  wrapt  up  in  eaeh  other  and  in  their 
lordj   little  girl,  they   found  small  difficulty 


an<]  no  liitrtiKhip  in  earning— lie  by  litu  trade, 
at  which  he  wat  so  guutl  a  workman  a.t  always 
lo  command  high  wagefl,  itnd  she  by  nettle- 
work— sufKcien  I  to  su))ply  their  humble  wants; 
and  when  tlie  kindness  of  \V alter  Price,  Clary's 
brother,  who  had  again  opened  a  &hop  in  the 
town,  enabled  them  to  send  their  little  Busy  to 
a  school  of  a  better  order  than  their  own  fund* 
would  have  permitted,  their  utmost  ambition 
scrnK-d  gratifi<-d. 

8u  far  wat  vpertlily  made  known  to  ni«.  1 
discovered  also  thai  Klnt.  Jcrvis  poitnessed,  in  a, 
remarkable  degree,  tho  rare  quality  railed  taste 
—  a  faculty  which  does  really  appear  to  be 
almost  intuitive  in  some  mimls,  let  metaphy- 
KJcians  laugh  as  they  may;  and  (he  ladies  bf 
Belfoid,  delifjhied  to  find  an  opportunity  of  at 
oow  exercising  their  hcnevolencc.  and  procur- 
ing exquisitely 'fancied  caps  and  Iwnnrts  at  half 
the  cost  which  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
pay  to  the  line  yel  vulgar  milliner  who  had 
hitherto  rule<l  de»p«jtifally  over  (he  fashions  of 
the  place,  did  not  fail  to  rvwiic  their  new  and 
interetting  protegee  from  the  drudgery  of  srw- 
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^Jag  white  6cam,  aad  of  poring  over  stitctim^ 
button-bolcft. 
For  totat  years  >'!  priispiTcd  in  tbdr  Itltle 
Susy  grew  iu  HUlurc  ■nd  ia 
atj:,  retaining  the  sauie  look  of  intL-Uigi-nce 
\aad  sweetneFs  which  hod  in  Iicr  early  childhood 
ited  all  bdtoldcn.  She  ran  tome  rUk 
being  spoilt,  (only  that,  luvkily,  she  was 
the  grateful,  unsell)«h,  aSectioiuile  nature 
(hich  seen»  unapoilahle,)  by  tlie  odminilion 
[of  Mn.  Jervis's  ciutomera,  who,  whenever  she 
[tixik  bome  their  work,  would  ieud  Atr  the 
t|irclty  Suaon  into  the  parlour,  and  give  lier 
liruii  and  sweetmeats,  or  whatever  cates  miglit 
be  likely  to  please  a  c-hildixh  appetite ;  which, 
|it  vras  observed,  she  contrived,  whenever  iJie 
|Could  do  BO  witliout  olTi-ncc,  to  carry  huine  to 
er  mother,  whose  health,  always  delicati,-,  had 
[lately  appeared  nwre  than  usually  preearious. 
iKveo  her  stern  grandTathcr,  now  become  a 
'  master-builder,  and  one  of  the  richest  trades- 
iiMo  in  the  town,  bad  been  remarked  to  look 
ikug  and  wistfully  on  the  lovely  little  girl,  as, 
I  Itoliliiig  by  her  father's  hand,  she  tripped  lightly 
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lo  church,  although,  on  that  father  himself, 
be  newt  deigovd  to  out  a  gUocc ;  so  that  the 
more  acute  denixms  of  Bvlford  used  to  ptxig- 
noAlicat<>  ttinl,  although  William  was  disiD- 
hmteii,  Mr.  Jervis's  property  would  not  gt 
out  of  the  fumily. 

80  loatten  continued  awhile.  Susan  vat 
rlcvcn  yam  old,  when  a  stunning  aod  unex- 
pected blow  fell  upcHi  them  all.  Waller  Price, 
her  kind  uncle,  who  had  hitherto  M-onivd  as 
prudent  as  he  was  prosperous,  became  involved 
in  the  stoppage  of  a  great  (ilasgow  house,  and 
was  obliged  to  leave  the  town  ;  whilst  her  fa- 
ther, having  unfortunately  accepted  bills  drawn 
by  him,  under  an  oKiurnncc  that  they  sbould 
be  provided  for  long  before  Ui«y  iM'came  due. 
was  thrown  into  prison  for  the  amount.  'Hiere 
was,  indeed,  a  distant  hope  that  the  affairs 
of  the  Glasgow  house  might  come  round,  or, 
at  least,  that  Walter  Price's  concerns  might 
be  disentangled  from  theirs ;  and,  for  this  pur- 
pose, his  preMHice,  as  a  man  full  of  activity 
and  intelligence,  was  absolutely  necessary  in 
Scotland :    but  this  {HX)«pect   waa  precarious 


lanl.     In  the  rapjii  timr,  W ilium  Jervt* 

ig  in    pHorni,   hi»  cmlilnr   ralynf 

on   ibe  ciuiDM-   i)ui   n  rich    fjaht^ 

not,   for  ahame,  «Uow  fau  aoo  lu  periih 

>:    wliilst   Mary,   ddi,  hdplnft,   Aod   dr- 

Ir,  wms  too  brokeD-apirilMl  to  venlurt:  «■ 

9Q    Ut   a  quarter,    from   whence   aay 

lit    hope   that   »lie    might   otherwise    bavr 

lined    wa»   t-nu'rvl;  ttnotshed    by  ifae  rc- 

that  the  penally  had  been  mcumid 

a  relation  of  bcr  own. 

Why  nhould  I  go  (o  him  ?"  aid  poor  Uary 

[to  beneir,  when  rvfrrrrd  by  Ur.  Baniaid,  her 

hosIiADd's   cTcHitoT,   to   ber  wealthy  fathirr-Ui> 

iw — "  wh)'   (rouble  bini .'    He  will  never  ftif 

By  brother'*  dvbt:   he  would    imly  lam  me 

his  do<>r,  and,  perhagw,  *p«ak  of  W'aller 

William  ID  a  way  that  would  break   my 

t."    Ai>d,  with  bvr  little  dDu;;htcr  ia  her 

«be  walked  ilowly  tMuk  to  a  Mtinll  room 

■he  had  hired  near  the  gaol,  and  sat  down 

Ifeidly   and   beavily   lo    the   daily   dimint»bing 

liailliBery  work,    which  waa  now  the  only  re- 

[tmirre  of  the  ontc  happy  family. 

VOL.   I.  " 
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In  rhc  afternoon  of  tbc  same  day,  aa  old  Mr. 
Jervia  wan  iwated  in  a  lilllc  ttummer-bouw  at 
itw  end  of  lib  neat  garden,  grarel)'  smoking 
his  pipe  over  a  tumbler  of  spirita  and  watpr, 
defiling  the  deUcious  odour  of  his  bonej^KUcklM 
and  «weett>riars  by  the  two  most  alrocioui 
smell*  on  this  earth  —  the  fumcc  of  tobacco* 
and  of  gin  —  hi«  inoditaliono,  probably  none  of 
the  most  agreeable,  were  interrupted,  6rst  by  ■ 
modeia  tingle  ktiock  at  the  front-door,  (which, 
the  intermediate  doors  being  o)>on,  he  beard 
distinctly,)  then  by  a  gentle  parley,  and,  buHy, 
by  bis  old  houaekeeper's  advaitcc  up  the  gravel 
walk,  followed  by  a  verj'  young  girl,  who  aj^ 
proached  him  hastily  yet  trembtiiigly,  caught 
his  rough  hand  with  her  little  oi>e,  lifted  up 
a  swcvt  face,  u'hrr«  Hnilen  aeemed  breaking 
through  bcr  (ears,  and,  in  an  altitude  )>etwe«« 
standing  and    kneeling — an  attitude  of  deep 

■  WhMWTor  onr  tkbica  U  Sit  Walwt  fUltifti  ■>  Ihr 
uapaito  gf  thii  duguilmg  ami  ooucidk:  weed,  it  isndt 
gnall}*  to  mitiptc  the  liorrot  wUicli  one  fecti  for  bii 
iHJiiit  FKL>cutioo-  Usui  hv  been  only  behoaJed  ai  ihe 
laWtOT  of  tinoking,  all  would  have  bcsD  rifhs. 
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t — faltered,  ia  a  low,  broltt-n  vokc, 
r^  broken  word — "  Cirandfaiher!" 
Horn  cwiK  tlu«  child  hvrr?"  vxclsitiMd 
\Ut.  Jervis,  endeavouriog  to  ditengagu  ih« 
filmd  whicli  du«an  Itad  now  secured  wit  bin 
I  both  h«" — '*  how  dared  jou  let  ber  in,  Norri§, 
lirben  you  knew  my  ofxlera  rmpvcting  Uw  whole 

13  r 

"  How  dared  I  id  her  b  P*^  returned  the 
boUMkffcper — '*  bow  vuuld  I  help  itf  Ikm\ 
wc  *ll  know  that  tliere  is  not  a  single  hoiiM-  in 
the  town  where  little  Sus&n  (Heaven  bless  ber 
dsor  face!)  »  not  welcunte  !      Duu't  the  mj 

•.paixn  themselves  let  her  into  the  prison  before 
and  after  hours  r     And  don't  tlic  flierilT 

I  bioself,  for  as  strict  «»  be  ia  aad  to  be^ 
HOction  it  ?  Speak  to  your  grandfather,  Susy 
lovu— tioo't  be  dasbad."*  And,  with  this  en- 
couraging exbortalion,  the  kind-hcarti-d  house- 
keeper retired. 

•  JJatliaf—fnf.^Knied.  I  bclMte  tbu  «xpr«mion,  though 
Ib^tallr  OMd  there,  ■»  nM  eonfiaod  (o  BctksiiiK.  It  i* 
cne  <f  (l»e  prvUf  pnxrincial  plirMM  by  nhitb  UictuinlMii 
W  CMtrifVd  lo  ?■*«  >  danuing  nutk  graot  to  the  mrly 
>efkn  of  Painda. 

nS 
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Busan  ooatioued  cUiptng  her  gntndfathtr'a 
baad,  and  leaniog  her  face  over  it  as  if  to 
concral  ihr  Iran  vhidi  poured  down  her  cbeelu 
like  rain. 

"  What  do  you  want  with  me,  child?"  at 
kngth  inierrupted  Mr.  Jervia  in  a  Hern  voice. 
**  What  brought  jou  hcrcr" 

"  Oh,  grandfather !  Poor  father's  tn  priMm  !** 

**  I  did  not  put  hint  tbme,"  oboerved  Mr. 
Jerris  coldly :  "  you  must  go  to  Mr.  Barnard 
on  that  oflnir  " 

**  Mother  did  go  to  htm  this  moroing."  re- 
plied Suaan,  *'  and  he  lotc)  her  that  she  must 
apply  to  you " 

,**  Well  !*  exclaimed  the  grandfather  impa- 
tiently. 

liut  she  said  she  dared  not,  angry  as  you 
were  with  her  — more  especially  as  it  is  throuj^ 
uncU'  Walter's  misfortune  that  all  this  misery 
haa  happened.  A[uther  dared  not  coioe  lu 
you." 

"  She  ynu.  right  rnou^fh  there,"  rrtumcd 
Mr.  Jcrvis.     "  So  ihe  sent  you  'f" 

"  No,   indeed;   i>he   koova  nothing  of  my 
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She  sent  mv  to  carry  home  a  cap 
Ttr*.  Taylor,  who  lives  in  the  next  Btre«t, 
as  1  was  pnMing  ibv  door  it  came  Jtiln  my 
la  knock^-and  then  Mrs.  Norria  brought 
me  here — (>h,  grandfather  .'  I  hope  I  hare  not 
done  wrung  '.  I  hope  you  are  not  angry  !^ 
Bui  if  you  trerv  to  tet  bow  sod  nod  pale  poor 
father  look*  in  that  dismal  prisun — and  poor 
her,  bow  Bicli  and  ill  she  is,  how  her  hand 
b\e>>  wlicn  she  trin  to  work— ^h,  grand- 
father! if  you  could  but  xee  them,  you  would 
not  wonder  at  my  boldness.'* 

^  All  this  cMnes  of  trusting  to  a  spccuLating 
knave  like  Waller  Price!"  observed  Mr.  Jervia, 
ntlMrr  aa  a  9»Uloi]uy  than  to  the  child,  who, 
Iwwever,  heard  and  replied  to  the  remark. 

"  He  was  very  kind  to  me,  was  uncle  Wal- 
ter I  He  put  me  to  school,  to  learn  n-adin;; 
and  writing,  and  eyphering,  and  all  sorts  of 
aeedle-work — not  a  charity-school,  brcatisc  he 
wished  me  (o  be  amongst  decent  children,  and 
do!  to  learn  bad  ways.  And  he  has  written 
lo  offer  to  cotne  to  prison  Iitmsdf,  if  father 
wuhc*  it — only  —  I   don't    understand   about 
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busine«« — but  tvta  Mr.  Barnutl  tnyx  that  the 
beet  chancv  of  reoovenDg  the  nMncy  ih  ht*  le- 
mifting  at  liberty  :  and  iiul<«d,  iitdced,  gnuid- 
&tbeT,  my  unde  Walter  u  not  so  tricked  m 
you  think  for — indeed  he  ii  iwl.'* 

"  This  child  is  grateful  T  vta  xhv  thought 
that  passed  through  her  grandfather^^  mind  i 
but  he  did  not  give  it  utterance.  He,  howewr, 
dre«r  )ier  tdcKter  to  him,  and  seated  her  in  the 
■ummer-house  at  his  side.  "  So  you  can  read 
and  write,  and  kenrp  accounts,  and  do  all  sort* 
of  n«edIe-work,  can  you,  my  little  maid  f  And 
you  can  run  of  errand^L,  doubtless,  ai>d  are 
handy  about  a  house  ?  Should  you  like  to  live 
with  me  and  Norris,  and  make  my  shirts,  and 
n>«d  the  ncvupiipcr  to  me  of  an  evening,  and 
learn  to  make  puddings  and  pie*,  and  be  my 
»«ni  Uttlo  Susan  P  Khf— Should  you  Kke 
this?" 

"Oh,  grandfather <"  exclaimn)  Susan,  «»• 
chanted. 

•*  And  water  the  flowers,"  puraied  Mr. 
Jtrti^  "  and  root  out  the  weeds,  and  gather 
the  beau-pots  f  Is  ikX  this  a  nice  garden,  SiMy  f" 
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rwt  cakpemtbk's  daugutkk.      ifil 

"  Ob,   beautiful  I    dear   grandfatber,  beau- 

.itfuir 

I.  "  And  you  would  lik«  to  live  with  me  in 
llUa  pivlty  bouse  and  this  beautiful  garden — 
liiould  you,  Susy  ?" 
"  Oh,  yett,  dear  graadfatber !" 
"  And  Dfvcr  wish  to  leave  me?* 
"  Oh,  never  I  m-ver  I" 

"  Kor   to  tee   ih<f  di«inul   gaol  agaio^Uir 
I  dioBal,  drrary  gaol  'f'" 

"  N«verf— but  father  in  to  live  here  looJ^ 
]uir«d  Susau,  interrupting  herself — "  £uher 
'  and  mother  ?" 

"  No  r   replied  her  grandfather — "  ndtber 
at  them.     It  was  you  whom  1  a»kcd  lo  liv« 
Mere  with   inir.     I   liare  nothing   to   do   with 
I  them,  and  you  nust  d>oo)«  between  ua." 

"  They  not  Hve  here !  1  to  lc««-e  my  falber 
and  my  mother — ray  own  tlcar  roother,  ind  she 
■o  nek  l  my  own  dear  father,  and  he  in  a  gaol ! 
Oh,  gTvndfatbcr  [  you  cantKit  mean  it  —  yoii 
cannot  he  so  crad  T 

"  Tber«  ia  no  cruelty  in  the  matter,  Su&an. 
]  gin  you  the  i^cr  of  leaving  your  parvnU, 
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ukd  living  with  me ;  but  I  tio  not  compel  you 
to  «coept  it.  You  are  an  inlelligent  liulc  girl, 
and  perfectly  capable  of  chousing  fur  yourself. 
But  I  bi^  you  to  titkc  notice  that,  by  reauin- 
ing  wiih  them,  you  «iU  not  only  share,  but 
increase  their  poverty  ;  whereas,  wJtli  uc,  you 
will  Dot  only  enjoy  every  comfort  yourKlfi  but 
idieve  tbcni  from  the  burthen  of  your  sup- 
port." 

"  It  is  not  a  burthen,''  replied  Susan  firmly: 
— "  I  know  that,  younjt:  and  weak,  and  igno- 
rant as  I  am  now,  I  am  yet  of  some  use  to  my 
dear  mott>er — and  of  some  comfort  (o  my  dear 
fatlier ;  and  every  day  I  shall  grow  oltler  and 
•Ifoi^r,  and  more  able  lo  be  a  help  to  them 
both.  And  to  leave  litem !  to  lire  here  in 
plenty,  whilst  they  were  star»-ing!  to  be  i^ber- 
iu(t  powei,  whilni  they  were  in  privun !  t)h, 
grandfather !  I  sImuUI  die  of  the  very  thought. 
Thank  you  for  your  offer  ."continued  she,  ritdug, 
and  dropping  her  htlle  curtsey — "hot  IDJ 
cboiec  is  made,     (hwd  evening,  grandfather  !** 

"  Don't  be  in  such  a  hurry,  Su»y,"  lejoined 
btr  gtundfatbcr,  shaking  the  ashes   from   his 
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pipe,  taking  th«  last  dp  of  hh  gin  and  water, 
ind  then  proceeding  <o  adju&t  his  hat  «ntt  veig 
— "  Don't  be  in  mdi  a  hurry  :  you  and  I  shan't 
part  aa  easily.  You're  a  dvar  Hitic  giri,  and 
MBce  yoa  won't  stay  with  me,  I  must  e'en  ga 
with  you.  The  father  anil  mother  who  brought 
up  soch  a  child  must  be  worth  bringing  fwme. 

180,  with  your  good  leave,  MUa  Susan,  we'll  go 
and  fetch  them." 
And,  in  the  raidHt  ofSusy'.rapturous  thanka, 
Imc  Idwn  BBd  her  tear*,  oul  they  snilied  ;  and 
tlH  moDey  was  paid,  and  the  debtor  n-leiised, 
and  established  with  his  oTcrjoycd  wift-  in  t)te 
hal  Toam  of  Mr.  Jervis'^  pretty  habitation,  (o 
IIb  unspeakable  gratitude  of  the  whole  party, 
and  the   eolatjc  delight    of  the   Cirpentrk'*! 
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Tbiktt  ytan  ^^  Bctfard  was  ■  mtiArlc^jp 
■edablf  pUcr,  jut  of  the  rigtit  stse  for  pleaauit 
TUitinf^.  In  my  nnaU  lovfM  peofile  «v  emeh 
otber  too  dosdy,  and  fall  alnost  onniiMdoualy 
into  the  habit  of  prTin^  and  perping  ioto  tbeir 
Qeighbotm*  conornu,  and  gocsiping  and  dttlp- 
tatttiiig,  and  squabbUn^,  and  joBtling,  as  If 
the  world  were  not  wide  eoougb  for  ihrm ;  and 
Mich  i«  tl>e  fact — their  world  U  too  narrow.  In 
very  great  towns,  oa  (he  other  hand,  folks  trv 
too  little  of  one  another,  and  do  not  care  a 
fttrawfor  their  near  dwellers.  Large  proriocial 
towns,  the  ovcri^rown  capitals  of  overgrown 
counties,  are  almost  ax  bad  in  that  respect  an 
London,  wher^  next-door  neighbours  may  come 
into  the  world,  or  go  out  of  it  —  be  bom,  or 
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married,  or  buried,  without  one\  heaiiag  a  woni 
of  (tie  birtb,  or  the  wedding,  or  tJtc  fuueral, 
until  oae  reads  the  intelligence,  two  or  three 
iajs  aAcrwurdit,  in  (lie  newMpapcrt. 

Now  in  Belford,  thirty  yean  a^^  whilst  you 
were  perfectly  tecure  from  any  such  cold  and 
dlilUng  iDdiSerenep  to  your  trell  or  ill  being,  so 
jou  might  Kckuu  un  being  tolerably  frve  from 
the  more  annoying  impertinenL-e  of  a  minute  and 
•cnitiiuung  curiosity.  The  place  wa.4  too  large 
ht  the  one  evil,  fod  too  mdaU  for  the  other : 

I  alaiost  every  family  of  the  dasa  commonly 
caUrd  gt^teel,  visited  and  was  visited  by  the 
mt  of  tlieir  order ;  and  not  being  a  manufac- 
turing town,  and  the  trade,  although  flourishing, 
being  limited  to  the  supply  of  the  i»li«l)iUnt», 
asd  of  tbo  wnltliy  and  |>npulou«  ncighbour- 
hood,  the  distinction  was  more  easily  drawn 
than  in  uiiual  in  this  oommerda]  country  ;  and 
the  j^eotrj  of  Belford  might  be  comprised  in 
i1m  OMinbcn  of  the  three  learned  proft-Mioni, 
the  priudptd  partnerB  in  the  banks,  one  or  two 
frf  the  inovt  thriving  brewery  and  that  numa* 

-rous  body  of  idk  iter«on»  who  live  upoB  their 


■ban  the  puJirkai  econoousts  nv 
oncmUr.  lo    lirDominab- 
Iiiiliii   iImmi" 

brauraUr  cimuBsixiMT  in  die  (hto 
flMieif  tWBtMHd  BiKwt7,«M  UcdrcuiDttRDcr 
of  MbodvS  boBf  ovfr  rick.  Sane  hod,  to  be 
«ttrr,  larpcr  Muuna  llun  Mbm;  but  tberr  wu 
BO  gnat  moninl  ■•■,  so  bonxtgh  Cnuus,  to 
iaok  dim  opoo  hit  pooRT  nrigfaboura,  umI 
msuU  tbciB  bj  ttpsun  pride  or  pompous  cun- 
ilcKvtiiikn.  Ail  act  ■|iii«i<hi  tabk^laiwl  oC 
gcunliu,  aotl  the  frw  whs  vne  bor  afflunt 
nmtriml,  kitnuet  withoat  rxcvptioo,  to  diarm 
MTj  1^  tunigl  tbtir  gnstrr  powrr  for  thr  gra- 
ctMM  purpotB  of  iMttMng  pWiurc  and  pn>- 
taoti^  loei^ility.  And  eertaialjr  a  mart  m^ 
ciabk  art  of  people  could  oot  aeaiy  haT«  beat 
foWML 

Tu  N,v  BothtDgc  at  pment  of  tbe  proJeMHSal 
fmilloNia.  or  ot  (hat  axweedbirfr  prvpooder- 
jiting  part  of  the  female  "  interest"  (to  borrov 
anotbvroua  pfanac  ofllie  daf).  ihe  wiilovi  and 
ijngle  ladieB.  tbe  j^enicH  inhabitants  of  Bclfonl 
Here  aa  divenitied  a*  bean  omiM  deairr.    We 
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W  two  nsTal  capUios:  Uie  ooe.  s  bald,dMfc- 
ini;  open-bcsrted  lar,  who,  mfttr  neoMtaiiig  t««* 
or  three  ynn  uacm^ored,  fumbg,  maddmttig, 
■nd  grumbliog  over  hi>  want  of  iatxntt,  got 
■  ifaipi  and  died,  after  a  hriUiaol  career,  at  ibe 
MiBiirit  of  fatov  and  fortuDp ;  tiic  triber,  a  bUsdy, 
hutnaa-like  pcnun,  who  did  hia  duty  aa  an 
Kagjwh  uilor  alwaya  due*,  but  who,  wanunft 
the  an  of  makiiig  opportunitiea,  tbe  uiKalrulal- 
tng  brmTerr,  the  happy  rasbnets,  wbiob  seen* 
itiiliil  to  that  branch  of  the  service,  livad 

!«Wurvljr,  and  died  nrglKtcd.  Hu  wife  had 
ai  her  teoperatBCDl  the  fire  that  ber  hutband 
•■Bled.  She  was  a  virago,  and  would,  beyond 
iQ  doabt*  hare  tiiuooht  nothing  of  encounter- 
iag  m  whnir  flcrt,  whether  fHrada  or  font 
whilst  Sir  Charles'*  lady  (for  our  galUnt  officrr 
had  already  wod  that  distioctioo)  was  a  poor, 
ihrinluDg,  delicate,  wcak-spiriied  little  wuman, 
wbo  would  have  fainted  at  tlic  notiiid  uf  a  signal- 
faa,  and  have  died  uf  a  royal  utlule.  They 
*ete  gntal  ac<iuiiiiUoni>  to  the  wwiriy,  npocially 
Sir  OmtIo,  who,  ibou^  he  woidd  have  pn>- 
ftfrcd  a  battle  every  day,  had  do  objection,  in 
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default  of  that  dirersioD,  to  a  parly  of  any 
sort,  —  (lanco,  supper,  diiiDcr,  rwit,  nolhing 
conie  ainiss  to  liini,  although  it  mutt  be  oao- 
feswd  that  he  liked  the  noisiest  best. 

Then  arrived  a  young  Irish  gcntli-man,  wfao^ 
having  run  away  with  an  licircss  and  apml  aa 
much  of  her  fortune  as  the  Court  of  Chancery 
vottid  pennit,  came  to  Uelford  to  rctreoch,  and 
to  wait  for  a  place,  which,  ihrou^  aonie  exceed- 
ingly indirect  and  remote  ehnnnt-)  of  interest,  he 
ex)>ccted  to  procure,  and  for  which  he  pretended 
to  preparo  and  doubtless  thought  that  be  was 
preparing  himM^f  by  thv  study  of  CockerV 
Arithmetic-  He  study  Codtcr  !  Oh,  dear  me! 
all  that  he  waa  ever  likely  to  know  of  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence,  woi  the  art  of  spendiiqj 
them,  in  which  he  was  a  prolideot.  A  gajr, 
agrecabie,  thoughtless  creature  he  was^  and  ao 
was  his  pretty  wife  Tltvy  had  married  ao 
young,  that  whilst  stiU  looking  like  boy  and 
girl,  a  tribe  of  boys  and  girls  were  rising  round 
ihein,  all  alike  gay  and  kind,  and  merry  and 
tlio*ighllc«-  They  were  the  very  persons  to 
promote  parties  since  witboat  tbcm  they  could 
pot  live. 
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Then   cune  »  Scotch  coltxKl   iii   th«  Cofn> 

parr's   sOT^'icc,    with    ua   ele^unt   wife  and   m 

pnlly  daugbtcr.   A  mighty  mau  for  dinncniig 

■od  ntpperinf;  was  be !     I  question  if  Vdc  be 

«  better  cook.     I  am  qaitc  sure  that  he  dov« 

■ot  tbtnk  M  mucb  of  hia  own  talents  in  thai 

War  Mn  our  colonel  did.     He  never  beard  of  a 

'  turtle  vitbin  (wentj  miles  but  be  offered   to 

,  dress  it,  and  once  nearly  brvkc  hi*  occk  in  de- 

,  (ceoding  into  a  Mibterraoean  kildwn  to  supei-- 

[iateDd  the  baonchcs  at  a  mayor's  frast.     Aa 

exceUeot  person  wax  br,  and  «  joTial,  and  a 

I  perfect  gcotlonuui  even  in  bi»  wbiu-  aimni. 

Then  come  two  graver  pairs:  a  young  clei^y- 

man,  wlw  bad  married  a  rich  and  vcr)-  chartning 

widow,  and  seemed  to  think  it  right  to  appear 

staid  and  demure,  lo  ounccal  tb<;  bitIf-a~))oiten 

veara  by  which  tihe  bad  tiie  disadvantage  uf  hiin  ; 

aod  a  widow  and  her  son,  a  young  man  ju«t 

from  college,  and  intended  for  tlie  diplomatic 

line,  for  wbicb,  if  to  be  silent,  solemn,  safe  and 

(lull,  be  a  noommt^nilation,  be  was  very  emi- 

aently  gifted. 

Then  we  had  my  fViend  the  talking  gentle- 

and    hia   pretty   wife ;    then   a   half-pay 
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major,  very  prony  ;  (lien  a  retired  uHiniiiitMry, 
vrry  dozy  ;  then  a  papa  writli  tliree  daugliten.^ 
ihcn  a  mtuiima  with  two  sons;  tb«n  a  family 
too  Irn-f-c  to  count ;  and  then  H>ine  score  of 
rexpiH^tublc  and  agrcrnbtc  ladies  and  grntlo- 
men,  the  chcinis  uf  ihu  opera,  the  ti{;tiraiitn  of 
the  lullet,  who  may  fairly  be  summed  up  in 
one  §^eral  eulogy  as  very  good  sort  of  people 
in  their  way. 

Tbitcafalogue  raitanw^  of  the  BelTocx)  geollc- 
folks  does  not  M>und  very  grand  or  very  inlrlkcl- 
ual,  or  very  much  to  boast  about ;  but  yet  the 
cotnpimetit  p(iri«,thcclcnivntsoftociety,mu]gled 
well  togrihcr,  oik)  thu  result  wa»  almost  as  ple*rt 
smt  as  the  colonel's  inimitable  punch — sweet  and 
spirited,  with  a  little  acid,  and  not  loo  much 
water — or  as  Sir  Charles's  clianipagtic,  epark- 
liiij;  nn<l  efTcrvvsceiit,  and  completely  up  as  hj» 
own  brilliant  spirits  and   animated  cbaracteTf 
1  was  a  girl  at  the  time— a  very  young  girl,  and, 
what  is  more  to  (lie  purpose,  a  very  shy  ooe, 
so  that  I  mixed  in  nom-  of  the  gaietiesi  but, 
:t|jeaking  from  obaervation  and  rccoUeclion,   I 
call  fairly  »ay  that   I   never  saw  any   society 
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HttKKCTitlj?  cheerful,  or  more  cocnplrtely 
frte  fratn    any  otiicr   re«traJiitd  than  thorn:  of 
good  brrpdinp;  and  propriety.      The  genllfinMi 
l»d   frcqufiit   (liiiner-|inrttc«,    and  the  young 
people  oocaniin^  dunce*  at  such  houses  where 
pthe  rooms  were  large  euough ;    but  tite  plea- 
,  tantest  meetiDgs  were  social  suppers,  preceded 
by  a   quiet   rubber  and  a   Doisy   round  game, 
|nicceedcd  by  one  or  two  national  airs,   very 
laweetly  aung  by  the  Irinhman't  wife  and  Uir 
I  cnlottd'a   daughter,  tmliveiied  by  comic  *ungs 
by  the  talking  gentleman— a  genius  in  that  line, 
'  and   intenqierfied  with  more  ot  fun  and  jest, 
land  jollity  of  jokes  that  nobody  could  explain, 
[and  (if  laughti-r  no  one  knew  why,  than  I  ever 
have  happened  to  witness  amongitt  any  aascin- 
[blage  of  weiUbdiaved  and   welt-educated  pco- 
||ile.     One  does  sometimes  meet  with  enjoyment 
I'SOimigst  a  set  of  country  Uds  and  lauHe^;  hut 
to  see  ladies  and  gentlemen  merry  as  well  ax 
«rise,  is,  in  these  utilitarian  days,  somewhat  un- 
common. 

N.B.  If  I  were  asknl  whether  thiv  happy  sUte 
uf  things  stiU  C4>ntinueii,  I  shwtld  lind  the  quc&- 
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tioD  dilikull  to  uiswer.  Bt^ford  is  Uitrty  jt*T% 
o(«l«r  innct  ihc  joyoun  Oiristmox  bolidavs  wWch 
ba*e  Ufl  so  pVaiani  an  imprmsion  on  my  rae- 
mory,  and  more  than  thirty  years  larger,  sinoe 
it  has  incfvaied  aod  multiplied,  not  nSier  Ibe 
ataid  and  aober  faxhion  iif  an  Englisli  oouDtiy 
town,  but  in  the  rario  of  an  AmcricaD  city- 
Cincinnati  for  tntlanor,  or  any  other  strttlcmrai 
of  the  Went,  whicl)  wa«  the  wildcmcm  ynt«r- 
day,  and  starla  into  a  iit«troi>olt«  to-morroir. 
Moreover,  1  doubt  if  the  habits  of  the  middle 
nulla  in  England  be  as  sociable  nov  as  tbey 
then.  The  manners  imntortaliaed  by 
Austoo  arc  rapidly  passing  away.  There 
is  more  of  finerr,  more  of  literature,  more  td 
accomplishment,  and,  above  all,  more  of  preten- 
sion, than  there  used  to  be.  Scandal  vanished 
with  the  tea-table ;  gossipiDg  it  out  of  faiJiion ; 
}okea  are  gone  by  ;  oooTersation  is  critical,  aoa- 
lyticol,  political — anything  but  personal.  The 
world  is  a  wise  »-orld,  and  a  learned  world,  and 
a  sdeDtific  world  ;  but  not  half  so  merry  « 
world  as  ii  was  thirty  years  ago.  And  then, 
courteous  reader,  X  too  am  thirty  yean  older. 
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■Ucb  miut  be  takvn  into  the  account  ^  for  if 
llwae  very  supper-parties,  those  identical  Ctimu 
mm  bolidays,  which  I  eajoycd  so  much  at  four- 
Uen,  were  to  return  agian  bodily,  with  all  their 
"^oipR  and  craiikn,  and  jollitT,"  it  i»  juM  a 
ibouaaod  to  one  but  tbey  found  the  wotnaa  of 
Corlj^our  too  gnve  for  them,  and  lonfj^ng  for 
the  quiet  oikI  decorum  of  lUc  vIrffMit  comxr. 
taaoHt  and  «vlect  dinners  of  1834  :  of  such 
contradictions  in  Ihi*  liunioii  nature  of  ours 
nuogled  and  composed  t 

To  ivtum  oQce  more  to  Bclfbrd,  aa  I  remem- 
ber it  at  booiiy  6ft4;eu. 

The  public  omuM-wMilt  of  thv  town  wt-re 
sober  enough.  Ten  years  l)efore,  clubs  liad 
flourubed ;  and  the  heads  of  houvs  had  turt 
once  a  week  at  the  King's  Arms  for  the  purpose 
«]f  vbist-pbyiRK ;  whilst  thv  ladies,  thus  desert- 
ed by  thdr  lic^  birds,  had  established  u  mucting 
at  each  other's  mnnnons  on  clulvnightN,  from 
wfakJi,  by  way  of  retaliation,  the  whole  male 
sex  wa4  bauiibed  except  Mr.  Singleton.  At 
the  time,  however,  of  which  I  speak,  tbcac 
clubs  had  paased  away ;  and  llie  public  diver- 
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faatii  were  Uniitcct  lo  on  nnnual  vt»jt  from  & 
reiipectable  ciom|uny  of  acton,  the  theatre 
bring,  as  is  usual  in  country  pUccs,  very  well 
conducted  and  exceedingly  ill  aiirndMl ;  to 
biennial  concerts,  equally  good  in  thvir  kind, 
and  rathi-r  better  [mtruiiiied  ;  and  to  almost 
weekly  incumiunM  from  ilineraiil  lecturers  on 
all  the  arts  and  sciencea,  and  from  prodigies 
of  every  kind,  whether  three-year-old  fiddler* 
or  learned  dogx. 

There  were  oIm)  hall*  in  t)H-ir  fpadowt  and 
commodioufi  town-hall,  which  seemcvl  a«  much 
built  for  tho  purpo!>e«  of  dancing  ua  for  that  of 
trying  criminals.  Public  bulU  there  were  in 
abundaacc  :  but  at  the  time  of  which  I  speak 
they  were  of  less  advantage  to  lh<-  good  town  of 
Bvlford  than  nny  one,  looking  at  the  num- 
ber of  good  bouses  and  of  pretty  young  women, 
could  wi.^1  have  thought  )KMaible.  Never  was 
a  placi*  in  which  the  strange  prejudice,  the  in- 
rlsible  but  strongly  felt  line  of  demarcation, 
which  all  thruugli  England  divides  the  county 
families  from  the  townspeople,  was  more 
rigidly  sustained.  To  live  in  that  iwpectable 
borougli  was  in  general  a  rvcugnited  excluuou 
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(ram  tile  society  of  tbe  aeigbbourbooj ;  and  if 
lijr  chiincc  any  hoc  so  hif^li  in  veAlth,  or  kUtion, 
or  uli^iil,  or  connexiun,  aa  lt>  wt  (itc  |)ruKcription 
It  drfiancv,  tiuppened  to  settle  within  ll^e  uliaox- 
ioa%  walla,  why  thm  the  country  drcle  biok 
partwriop  of  the  ncw-nnncr,  and  be  *as,  aU 
thoogh  living  in  tlie  very  linut  of  the  borough, 
duned  and  cuoiiiJered  as  a  country  family, 
and  Ki/-ed  l>y  the  county  and  relinqui^icd  by 
the  town  accordingly.*  The  thiof{  is  too  ah- 
turd  lo  reason  upon ;  but  *o  it  was,  ai>d  so  to  a 
great  degree  it  ktill  ctmtinuMall  over  £nf;tand. 
A  public  bali-rouni  is,  perhaps,  of  all  others 
ihr  Ktite  where  this  fechng  h  most  certain  to 
dbplay  itself:  and  the  Bclford  halls  had,  from 
lime  imoHrmurial,  been  an  arena  where  |)h'  con< 
fiicting  vanities  of  the  town  and  county  bdlcs 
had  come  into  collision.  A  circumsiancc  that 
had  happened  come  twenty  years  before  the 
tiuie  of  irbidi  1  write  (that  is  to  say,  newly  fifty 

'  TIm^  order  miiiten  nihtt  hMu  now :  u  Itatl,  I  know 
|1lu«v  or  four  wr^  d<lii{htfiil  panoiu  nho,  Blthough 
ftifhwiaf  aaWiR*!  iuimtU  and  bricb-traTli.  dn  ftt  *Uit 
b  Biqn  or  cguDiTjr  ■•  >i>*V  •**  At :  ^oi  llie  ball-rooiii  ilii> 
tindua  it,  I  Wlicve,  paitly  »w*[i»  away— bdi  not  <(uite. 
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rmAtd  JK  ibe  total 
«tf  (^  BtUonl  bnutw*  from  tbe 

tkr  attack  made  uptM 
mad  voiwui 
rflfce  wrf  Miipiin  Wifciiliii;  tbe  quan- 
titr  of  adAcMca  *bK  vp  ia  coaaequeoi-e  finom 
all  paau  ct  tW  Uagdaa :  and  the  Dunibn'  of 
«ka  aBOOBpaBttd  the  daputa* 
tW  boMaur  ai  kaigtitboad 
tlieaeMB|de  pmon- 
of  Bdfrrd,  a  braver, 
■ad  a  baakrr.  wboNr  daa^tcr*,  nnukiua  gf 
Ibcir  faihen  viadaaA,  snv  ra»b  enough  at  the 
■en  mbMUt  aasemUy  id  take  plare  abor^  iba 
4ao|;bteTs  of  tbe  high  bberiff,  and  the  caani; 
iwbcw,  and  half  tbr  lanikd  gratrv  uf  tb« 
adghtaufbuuii.  The  ruuog  coualrv  ladies 
befaavrd  with  grrat  dtscTctioa ;  thev  put  a  slop 
to  tbe  fnnoDiiirancnt  of  ihrir  parttwrs,  wtdkdd 
in  a  raaaa  to  tbe  other  tod  at  (he  rootn,  formed 
their  own  set  tber^,  and  left  ihc  daughlern  of 
ibe  new.madc  knigbt*  to  go  down  the  dance  bj 
thnnndwa.     But  ibe  mull  wbr  the  cstaUitb- 


SUFPBB5    AND    BALId- 

isenl  of  subficriptioD  balls,  under  the  direction 
(/  a  county  committee,  and  a  coinpletc  exclu. 
iun,  for  the  time  at  lea.'it,  of  the  female  infaatui- 
nt<  of  BeUurd. 

Bjr  auine  means  or  other  the  geo  tie  in  en  con- 
trifed  to  creep  in  a«  partners,  though  not  much 
to  their  own  comfort  or  advantage.  The  county 
bnlU  Hi  Uelford  were  amongjil  the  Mrenea  of 
Kiofi  Hnrwo<Kl'*  intKH  nutsble  dtKiippointinenis  ; 
and  a  •lory  wa»  in  circulation  (for  the  truth  of 
phtch,  however,  1  will  not  venture  to  voudi) 
that  our  young  diptnmatUt,  who,  front  the  day 
,bc  first  entered  Oxford  to  iliat  in  ohieh  he  left 
had  been  a  tufi-hun[er  by  profenuon,  wii« 
lualty  BO  iIgccivhI,  by  her  being  on  u  vimi  to 

I  doIjIc  foniily  iu  tiie  nciglibuurhuui),  as  to  rv- 

qoevt  the  hand  of  a  young  lady  fur  the  two 

1  firat  daaoes,  who  turned  out  to  be  notliing  bet- 

Iter  than  the  sisier  of  the  curate  of  his  own 

|iari»h,  who  came  the  wry  next  week  to  keep 

ber  brotbrr's  house,  a  hauae  of  six  ruouM  little 

belter  than  closets,  in  Iklford,  who  had  not  the 
I  apalc^-  of  be*uty,   and   who»v  runtikntc  waa 

Brown  I 


SUPPERS   AND  iAUS. 

It  follows  from  this  ktntc  of  things,  that  ia 
tracing  ihr  anoalB   of  beaiitj  in  the  Belford 
iMll-nxNii,  in  our  subsequent  pngn,  our  por- 
trails  DiU6t  be  chiefly  drawn  from  the  vouBg 
bdin  of  the  nrighbourbmN},  (he  fair  damwU 
of  the  town  (for  of  many  ■  fair  damsel  (be 
gcul  tosn  could  boast)  havinj;  bvro  driven  to 
ot^CT  •oenM  fcr  the  display  ot  their  aitrKtion*. 
1  nn  DoC  Mire  that  tbey  lost  many  admiren  by 
the  csdvMw ;  for  a  pnltr  girl  is  a  |iretly  girl, 
cvca  if  the  cbanor  to  live  amun^t  hoiucs  and 
brki>-waU»i  inMead  of  tree«  and  green  fidd)>,  — 
iMdt  Mvwellow  or  other,  young  B)en  will  make 
the  ducQvery.    And  a  pair  of  bright  eyes  may 
<k>  ■>  mudi  executiut)  ai  a  coneeri,  or  a  lec- 
Mrri,  or  •  bortiniliural  ihitw,  or  even  —  with 
M  nitrfce  be  it  ipuken  —  at  a  miuionary 
Mmtn^  •*  if  thmuting  the  mazes  of  ihe  old* 
^IwMnl  ctHintry-dancr,  or  «/p(-a-</M-ing  in  the 
MMWc  f«»JikinaUe  i^uadriUe-     Nothing  breaks 
tkxwn  artiAeial  dirftm-tioiu  so  certainly  as  beauty; 
fl^  »\  W  I  mistake,   our  Bdfod  lasses  have 
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Tbb  town  of  B«lfonl  in,  lik<-  tnjny  of  our 
ancient  English  boroughs,  full  of  inon«Atic 
mrtains,  which  give  an  air  at  onc«  venerable 
and  pictureiiqtic  lo  the  old  irrrgular  strci^ts 
and  aurburbau)  gardens  of  the  place.  Bt-sidcs 
the  great  ruins  of  th«  abbey  eslmding  over 
many  acn-s,  and  ihr  dopp  and  beautiful  arched 
gatcWRy  forming;  part  of  an  ol<t  romantic  hoUK 
which,  although  erwtfd  many  ceQiuriM  later, 
is  tww  falling  to  decay,  whilst  the  massive 
structure  of  the  arch  remains  firm  and  vigor* 
(IDS  as  a  rock,*  —  besides  that  graceful  and 
thitdowy  gateway  which,  witli  tlw  majc^titic 
Amu  that  front  it,  has  formed  the  subject  of 

*  ll  wai  net,  I  belirvR,  M  thu  gatcnny,  but  at  ode  ilt« 
very  ruMHii  of  whidi  ue  nov  inrcpl  atrajr,  ihat  t)ic 
aiteM  (ikI  iwv  of  hi*  mooks  wtn  hanged  M  tha  time  of 
tin  EttgnnUion  :  a  moat  oumIcm  pifcc  of  cnwli;,  tintx 
no  mill  I  III  II  i«B>  oSsraii  by  tha  tittpbM  Bcnvdiciiixs- 
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m  maor  jnintings  and  drawings  » 
Cadxdnl  —  besides  these  venerable 
:  vnrr  corner  of  the  Uxm  prrM^U  snne 
tcBque  of  "  homt  wtiquitT"  to  the  ore  of 
tbe  cnnxn  tnvdWr.  Here,  ■  Mack  or  cfaim- 
»rt%  —  ikffc  a  bit  of  |:an)en  wall, — in  thii 
dHK  fonh  with  tlir  date  Uli, — 
■i  aftkeD-raftcncd  ^ranarj  of  stiU 
etvctiao— all  gne  token  of  the  solid 
— IfatLiure  of  the  dan  when  the  mitred  iib- 
bab  «f  ths  pcct  woMitefjr  of  Bdford,  where 
.  hv*  Inlfi*^  "mI  kiDjp  been  buried,  (as 
ifce  fione  roffiov  ooi  Long  stocc  di*- 
I  ik  the  nuned  chapel.)  were  the  niuni(i< 
■late  Hiaeraina  of  the  |;ood 
>  tmi  Aar  Iwcwigh  town.  Kvm  wbrrc 
edct.  the  107  nancK  of  the 
I  bi^cnH  iheir  oaenexion  with 
ikNe  f— aftJ  Ihiwdk  lines.  Friar  Strwt, 
IBHIir  StTMt,  the  Otid,  the  Holjr  BrooL. 
Ifcr  AUvT  MSs,— BUMS  whidi  have  long 
#trti>T«i.  not  t«lt  the  individuttl  monka,  but 
«wi»  At  ftvoJ  foufdatioo  br  which  they  were 
^mia^ — ttill  attr>(  the  nlcnitive  iaBucoce 


-piaat  vhcnw 
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By  fnr  thr  iDoet  beautiful  ruin  in  Bclfon)  u, 
linucTcr,  tlw  vnst  end  of  an  old  Friary,  utuate 
at  the  entrance  of  (he  town  froin  the  pleasant 
village  of  Upton  above  mentioned,  from  whidt 
it  is  divided  by  nbmit  half  a  mile  of  grvta 
meadows  itlopiag  down  I«  the  great  Htct.  with 
iu  long  itraggling  bridge,  diding,  as  it  were, 
into  an  irregular  street  of  cottages,  tree*,  and 
gardtna,  tenniimted  by  llie  old  church,  em- 
iMMKmied  in  wotM),  and  crowned  by  t))e  great 
dialk>pit  and  iltc  bigti  range  (^  Onfurdtliire 
bills. 

■  The  end  of  the  old  Friary  forming  the  angle 
between  two  of  the  strntts  of  Bclford,  and 
being  itself  the  last  building  of  the  town, 
command*  tliis  pretty  pa&toral  prospect.  It  it 
placed  in  about  half  an  nrrc  of  ground,  partly 
cultivttlcil  UH  a  gurdi-n,  partly  planlnl  with  uhl 
orchard  treeii,  »tan<ltr^  back  Ixitli  from  ihi;  Atrect 
on  the  one  dde,  and  the  road  on  the  other, 
apart  nt>d  divided  from  every  meaner  buiUlin^ 
except  a  unall  white  cottagi>,  which  is  erected 
again&t  the  lower  part,  and  which  it  .lurmountt 
in  all  the  pride  of  it«  venerable  beauty,  retain- 
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iag  alnuMt  exactly  that  form  of  a  pointed  arch, 
to  which  the  gnHncd  roof  wss  fitlodi  almost, 
but  not  quite,  unee  on  one  iiide  yaii  'A  the 
ffones  are  crumbUng  avay  into  a  picturevque 
irregularit}',  whilst  the  otbtT  is  overgroirn  by 
large  mBsves  of  ivjr,  and  the  uupdraf^i  and 
the  wallflower  have  coalriboted  to  break  the 
mittiuev  The  east  window,  howevpr,  is  perfpcl, 
— as  perfect  as  if  tinishcd  yesterday.  And  the 
delicate  Iraccry  of  that  window,  the  rich  fret- 
^  work  of  its  Gothic  carving,  clnu-  aw  point-laci:, 
rrgular  s»  the  ituainl  cutting  of  an  Indian  fan, 
have  to  me — especially  when  the  summer  sky 
is  teen  through  tho^r  ftuitustic  niouldin)^,  and 
the  ash  and  cliler  iuij>lingK,  which  have  sprung 
from  tbe  fallci)  luasM.'a  Iwlow,  mingle  their 
fre^   and   rivtd   tints   with   the   hoary  appliv 

Ilreea  of  the  orehard,  and  the  Rnc  mellow  hue 
i>(  (he  weatUer-alained  grey  «tone — a  truer 
combination  of  that  which  the  mind  iteekii  in 
ruins,  the  union  of  the  beautiful  and  the  sad, 
than  any  Himilar  scene  with  which  I  am  ac< 
(|uun(nl,  however  aided  by  silence  and  »»lilud«, 
by  majestic  wood*  and  mighty  waters. 
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Perhap*  the  very  abwiKr  of  thne  romantic 
adjanctB,  the  passing  at  once  from  the  buiy 
hum  of  men  to  this  memorial  of  past  gviKta- 
ttons,  may  aid  tbc  impreitHMm ;  or  ]>eT'hap!)  the 
amK;iHlinn!>  connectpd  with  the  aoiall  cottage 
that  leans  against  ii,  and  harmonizn  ao  well  in 
form,  and  colour,  and  frclin^  with  the  funeral 
pictarc,  may  have  more  influence  tluin  can 
belonfi;  merely  to  farm  and  oulour  in  producing 
the  half- a  neon  scions  m?Ianch(Jy  thai  steals  over 
the  thoughts. 

Nothing  could  be  lenn  melaitcholy  t)ian  my 
fint  rarolltx'lions  of  that  dwelling,  when,  a 
happy  RchooUgirl  at  home  for  the  holidays,  I 
used  to  Often  the  email  wicket,  and  run  up  the 
g*rden-|wlh,  and  enter  the  cvcr-open  door  to 
purcliase  Mrs.  DuralV  famous  briochrs  aod 
narangles. 

Mn.  Duval  bad  not  always  Uted  in  the 
ooltagc  by  the  Kriary.  Fifteen  years  before, 
■Jie  liad  been  a  trim,  block^eycd  matdcnf  the 
otdy  daughter  uitd  h>;ife»  of  old  Anthony 
Richards,  an  eminent  oonfeclioner  in  Queen 
Street.    There  >bc  had  presided  uvcr  turtle- 
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wup  ao(l  tsrtlctiii  icvs  and  j«Utn— in  shori, 
over  tbe  whole  buaineM  of  th«  oouoter,  with 
much  tUscretion,  her  mother  being  dead,  ai»d 
Anthony  k«:piitg  close  to  his  territory— tite 
oven.  With  admirable  ditcretion  had  Mi»s 
Faony  Richards  conducted  th«  busiueM  of  the 
shop;  amiling,  civil,  «»d  attentive  to  every- 
body, and  ye(  contriving, — in  spile  of  htrr  gay 
and  pleasant  manner,  tbc  evident  lighl-hearted- 
□c&s  which  ddiiced  to  her  sf>arkling  eyeH,  and 
bvr  airy  steps,  and  her  arch  yet  innocimt 
speech,  B  light'huaj-tedncss  which  charmed  even 
the  gravest— to  aviitd  nny  the  iJiglitcst   np- 

MproMli  to  ttllurwnent  or  coquetry.  The  most 
practiaed  recruiting-oflii-'er  that  ever  lounged  in 
a  country  town  could  not  Etnke  up  a  flirtatioo 
with  Fanny  Richards;  nor  could  the  more 
genuine  adnuratMti  of  the  mw  boy  just  dome 
from  Kt»n,  and  nut  yet  gon«  to  Oxford,  extort 
tb«  slenderest  encouragement  from  the  prudent 
aad  right-minded  maiden.  8hr  returned  their 
pmenti  and  laughed  at  ih«ir  \ioelry,  and  had 

I  raited  for  her«elf  such  a  reputation  for  civility 
and  propriety,  that  when  the  French  nuui-eook 
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jut  tbc  bri(lc];rooni  calln)  it ;  indeed,  if  it 
■'■id  be«^  Arabic,  it  could  tijtrdly  linvr  been  more 
niateUifpbt«,)of"An(h(iDvKichartlsanc)Loui(( 
),  man-cooks  and  restorers,"  which  required 
he  coateula  of  itu:  afort-Nnid  window  to  exptain  itA 
[npsdng  to  English  eyes, — from  that  triumph- 
Dt  hour  to  thr  lime  of  his  death,  some  three 
Ijrars  afterwarda,  never  once  saw  cjiuv  to  repent 
|that  hi-  hnil  entrusted  his  daughler'a  furtun« 
Lami  huppiiiL-u  to  A  foreigner.  So  completely 
:  his  prejudice  »unnounted,  that  when  a  Iwy 
.  bom.  and  it  was  proposed  to  give  hint  the 
'  of  bin  grandfntlK-r,  the  old  man  positively 
[refuHd.  **  tjet  him  be  such  another  IjOuis 
)ural  aa  you  have  been,"  said  he,  "  and  I  shall 
!>  satisfied.'" 

Ail  prospered  in  Queen- street,  and  all  de- 
itd    to   prosper.     From  the  noblemen  and 
itlenicn  at  whose  houses  on  days  of  high 
tival  E»uis  Duval  offic\att-<\  nx chef  de  CHisiae, 
to  the  urchins  of  the  street,  halfpenny 
jstocners    whose  object   it   was  to    gyi  inott 
ftwecu  for  their   money,  all   agreed  that   the 
[cooberyand  thecakeTy.tbesouffli-Eand  ihchun», 
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wrrc  intRiitaUc;  P«ri»pi  the  nwlj  and  smiling 
ciTility,  tlte  free  and  gcouine  kindneM,  nrhicb 
loolwd  out  and  weighed  «  pennyworth  of  sugu-- 
|dain«  with  mi  sitcntinn  u  nil  and  &s  |Cood- 
natiircd  lu  that  with  which  an  ordvr  wat  taken 
for  a  winter  dcaserti  had  Mnnething  tu  do  with 
thi*  UDiver«al  pt^ttlarity.  Be-  that  as  it  may, 
all  prospered,  ami  all  deserved  to  pro^prr*  in 
Que«n<strn>t :  and,  until  the  old  man  died,  it 
would  hare  Uvn  difficult,  in  tbc  town  ur  the 
count  rj,  to  6%  on  a  more  united  or  a  happier 
family.  That  erenl,  by  hrin^nj;  an  aecc^OR 
at  pTopertT  and  power  to  Louia  Duval,  intro- 
duced into  hi«  iniud  a  spirit  of  speculation,  an 
ainbilioa  (if  on«  may  apply  so  grand  a  word  to 
the  projectN  of  a  cvnfi-ctioner),  which  became  a> 
fatal  la  his  r(»rtuncs  as  it  ha*  often  proved  to 
ibme  of  greater  tneii.  He  twcamc  wtary  of  hit 
paltry  pnifits  and  his  proviacaal  suoceaa — weary 
vvvD  of  the  want  of  competition,  —  for  poor  6\d 
,  tin.  Thomas,  the  psftry-cook  in  the  markci- 
plnocon  inert  and  lumpi«h  perMnage  of  antound- 
ing  dimensions,  whoac  fam«,8uch  as  it  was,  ivsteH 
on  huge  plum-eakea  almost  n*  big  roun<l  as  hrr- 
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land  little  brttrr  than  bread  irith  n  fev  cur- 
t<  intrrvperaed,  wtHtrwiih,  nndvr  the  ple«  of 
wboinomeims,  poor  chiUlr«n  were  cramtned  it 
Kboir]  and  at  hocnv,  —  poor  old  hin.  Thomas 
muld  oever  be  regard^ a»  hi* rival; — thcec  tno- 
tnea,  together  with  (he  wi-ih  to  try  a  wider  AcUl, 
aad  an  mducliy  saggeftiion  from  his  old  muster 
thrKarl,  ihai  Ite  and  hi*  wife  would  be  the  fn-y 
peraoiM  for  a  Londun  hotel,  induced  him  to  call 
in  bis  debts,  dispose  of  his  house  and  biitiiiou 
m  Queen-street,  embark  in  a  targe  concern  in 
the  WcfiUvnd,  and  lutre  Bclford  idtof^thcr. 

Th«  result  of  (bis  measure  may  be  easily 
antitdpated.  Wholly  unaccustomed  to  London, 
and  to  that  very  nicrand  difficult  iimU-rtnking,  a 
gnai  hate),— and  with  a  capital  whir)i,  though 
considerable  in  itself,  wa^  yet  inadequate  (a  a 
spGculatioiii  of  such  magnitude^— poor  Monsieur 
and  Madami.-  Duval  (fur  they  had  assumed  all 
the  FrencbilicatioDs  possible  on  setting  \ip  in 
Iffval  ci(y)  wen-  tricked,  and  chcnte^l,  and 
1  at  by  bcr  countntnen  and  by  his,  and  in 
the  course  of  four  years  were  completely  ruined ; 
whtlrt  be,  who  might  always  luifv  procured  a 
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to  wliuni  lliey  bad  a  double  rccomineDdaiioa,  to 
his  liootcss'G  knowkxigeof  (be  French  lanj^age, 
1^  French  hnbit^,  and  French  cookery,  (ihr 
being,  as  h«  used  to  affirm,  ttw  only  Englidi- 
woman  that  ever  made  drinkabli;  odTiv,)  and  in 
the  old  sssociatiuiiK  t>f  iho  [wrdiKto  ("  pltctf  at 
n  cluixtcr'")  around  wliich  the  venerable  ined3o- 
ri&l*  of  the  ancient  faith  atill  lin^cered  even  in 
decay.  He  mi^t  have  Mid,  with  Antonio,  in 
ono  of  the  finest  Mx-ue*  ever  concaved  by  a 
(wet's  itnagination,  that  in  which  the  Kcho 
answcn  ttom  the  murdered  woman's  grave, — 

**  I  do  loTc  thcM  ancitot  ruin' ; 
Vfa  never  mail  upon  Hmm  but  we  >m 
Ouf  tool  upoD  tooie  ittenud  hiiiucj  j 
And,  quMtienlcM,  here  in  tbi«  open  court 
(Which  now  tJM  opcii  lo  the  injunM 
Of  (tDimy  weather)  aomc  do  lie  imeiT'i), 
Itwed  th«  chunih  «o  w«ll,  uud  give  w  largd;  to\ 
TUty  ihoughl  it  tfaoiild  h*ve  cinitplcil  their  banea 
Till  doomada); :  but  alt  iliiiig«  Nive  their  end: 
CSumbe*  and  citic*  ( vrhieb  luvo  <li»MU«>  like  to  nwa) 
Midi  ban  like  deaili  thu  we  bxTc." 


If  such  were  the  tiiducements  that  first  at- 
tran'ted    M.    I'Ahbt-    YiUorvt,    be    soun  found 
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in  the  pluuing  manners  «nd  amuble 
temper  of  Mra.  Duval,  whose  cheerfulaeiu  and 
IdndDess  of  heart  had  not  Abandoned  her  in  her 
cfamgv  at  fortiiue ;  and  is  the  attaching  cha- 
nctcr  of  her  charmiDg  little  boy,  wtio^uit- 
l^arly  tall  of  bis  age,  and  framed  with  the 
mixture  of  utrcugih  and  drlicacy,  of  |>ltancy 
■■d  uprightDCM,  which  characlefi»ea  the  ideal 
tarmu  of  the  Greek  marbles,  and  the  reahty  of . 
the  human  figure  ontungsl  the  aborigiitea  fif 
North  America,*  and  a  cuuotenaiiee  dark,  mU- 
low,  and  oulourlefts,  but  sparkhng  with  exprea- 
tiod  as  that  of  the  natircs  of  the  South  of 
Europe,  the  eyes  all  Uughter,  the  smile  all  in> 
leUigence,  ~-was  as  unlike  in  mind  as  in  por»oo 
to  the  chubbif,  ruddy,  aouy  urchini  by  whom 
lt«  was  surrounded,  tjuicic,  gentle,  docUo,  and 
gnecfu]  to  a  point  of  elegance  rarely  seen  even 
amoDg»t  the  most  carefully-educated  children, 
he  might  have  been  placnl  at  court  a^  the  page 
of  a  fair  yuiuig  queen,  and  have  been  the  play- 

•  Mj  rtader*  wUI'tenwaibw  Wat'\  rtdnmatioii  on  ilie 
ftitl  light  of  iho  ApaWo,— •■  A  young  Mohiwk  Indian,  by 
llatwn  I" 
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thing  and  pet  of  th«  mftids  of  honour.  The 
pet  of  H.  rAbb£  hr  bcctintf  ulntost  a«  soon  u 
he  saw  hitn ;  and  to  that  pleasant  distinctioD 
was  spevdily  addtx)  ibe  invaluable  advantaRt* 
of  being  his  pupit. 

li'Abbi-  Villnret  had  b«-n  n  radii  of  one  of 
the  oldest  families  in  France,  destined  (o  the 
church  a«  the  Hrlhrighl  of  a  younger  son,  but 
attach^  to  his  profession  with  a  scrioUKiwat 
and  earnestnns  not  common  amongst  the  gay 
noblesse  of  (h«  atirien  regime^  who  too  otiea 
■SKunietl  the  petit  collet  as  the  badgr  of  on<' 
iwrt  of  frivolity,  just  as  ihvir  elder  brothcre 
wielded  the  svord,  and  served  a  campaign  or 
two,  by  way  of  excuse  for  an  idleness  and  dta* 
sipaiion  of  a  different  kin<I.  This  devotion  had 
of  pourw^  been  greally  incrt-afted  by  the  perse- 
cution of  the  church  which  distinguished  the 
«oniin<!nceuient  o(  the  Revolution.  The  good 
Abb4>  had  been  marked  an  one  of  the  earliest 
victims,  niid  had  escaped,  through  the  grati- 
tude of  an  old  servant,  from  the  fate  which 
swept  off  dsters,  lutd  brothers,  and  almost  every 
individuoi,  except  hinisdf,  of  a  luge  and  fioii<' 
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riUavg   family.      Penniless    and    solitary,    h*: 
nude  his  way  to  Eagtond,  and  fuum)  an  asy- 
lum fo   the  town  of  Bclford,  at  lint  iuu»tn| 
by  the  pittance  allowed  by  our  gtivemment  to 
ihoac  unfortunate  foreigners,  and  xubaeciuvntly 
lufrponed   by  his  own  exertions   as   assistani 
to  lilt:  priest  of  tl>c  CnthotJc  Chapel  in  Belford, 
and  lu  a  teacher  of  the  Fn^ndi  Uuiguuge  in  the 
town  and  neigbbourfaood ;  and  so  complete  luufJ 
been  the  ravages  of  the  Ucvolution  in  his  owitJ 
family,  and  m  entirely  hotl  he  established  him-.| 
•elf  la  the  esteem  of  his  Kngli^  friends,   itiati 
when  the  «hon   pence  of  Amicus  restored   so. 
many  of  his  brother  imigrit  to  tiieir  native  laud,  -^ 
he  refused  to  quit  the  country  of  his  adoption, 
and  remained  the  cuntvntetl  inhabituni  of  Uk 
Friary  Cottage. 

The  coulenied  nnd  most  beloved  inhabitant.  ^ 
not  only  of  that  small  cottage,  but  of  the  towa  . 
to  which  it  belonged,  wo*  the  good  Abbu.j 
Everyitody  loved  the  kind  and  placid  old  inan,:i 
wboce  redgnation  wa«  so  real  and  so  chcvrful,,i 
who  had  such  a  talent  for  making  the  best  oi 
thitiigs,   vUuae    moral   alchymy   could    extract 
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i^mt  geoA  oat  <d  e««rf  evil,  and  who  woDcd 
cat;  the  aoK  miaigatL  to  the  fjudu  aud  lul- 
Im  «f  ulhujt  bManse  W  lud  90  little  cmiw  lo 
w^iMt  iwinlgMrw  far  fat*  ova-  One  pRJu* 
dke  he  hai — a  liiifcwig  iwdBmiuii  id  Utwu 
of  pod  Uoni  ami  kmg  doceM ;  the  Duke  it 
Sl  Smm  liHMir  wuhU  benllj  have  felt  ■ 
pntielitjr  far  the  MotttmomKin  or 
aad  yet  »  well  was  thi*  pn- 
giwueil,  90  doadr  veU«d  from  all 
oflcndrc  (tii))hT,  thai  not  ooly  ia  MU  tt  boiuu 
i^nrgtrnM  Madame  Lum,  as  he  used  lo  call  ibe 
axccUent  wife  at  that  gnat  radical  leader,  bat 
even  it  gnt  btmrgimi  mm  cpMu,  dvspcnte 
whig  ta  be  was,  were  aaioagvt  the  best  bieiids 
and  tinaenat  WTU>vMh«B  of  our  n>unn)u»  old 
KKochman.  Ue  ««•  thrir  nwUxncr  for  the 
little  meat  that  hia  Lcuaomy  aad  bis  appetite 
re()utrH);  aod  they  wei«  bis,  &r  as  many  French 
luwoos  as  ihrir  nwy,  lau|tfain^  daiijihteni  could 
be  cuaxnl  tnta  UikiaK  during;  the  very  short 
intenal  that  elafMed  between  their  respectively 
Icarii^  uhool  and  getting  inarried.  How  the 
Him  Laacs  caiae  to  Icun  Freacb  U  «U,  i« 
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pree  of  finrry  nithor  inconsisl«it  with  the 
iohsUaiuU  plniormtti  »{  tlidr  ^ncratl  education, 
loonld  Dot  comprehend,  and)  I  fumid  that  the 
diugfaters  of  Mrs.  Onrcn,  the  grocer,  tbdrop- 
poDte  ocighbour,  between  whoui  wid  dear  Mr*. 
Lane  there  existed  a  little  friendly  rivalry,  (for, 
good  woman  as  she  »a»,  rrm  Margnret  Lone 
vHtK-thinf;  of  the  ardiiiar)-  frniltiM  of  hu> 
nature.)  were  Hti]d>-iiij(  French,  nunc, 
dandog,  drawing,  and  Italian;  and,  slibougb 
ibe  quite  dinpproved  nf  thin  hu«l)  of  M-com- 
plt»h meats,  jet  no  woman  in  Christendoro  eould 
bear  to  be  80  entirely  outdone  by  her  nc-xt 
augbbour:  beddea,  she  doubtleis  calculated 
that  (be  little  tbpy  were  likdy  to  ktww  of  tlie 
UagiHge  would  be  too  soon  forgotten  to  du 
them  any  harm ;  that  th«y  would  settle  into 
tober  tra(leMnen''s  witch,  content  *'  to  Kold 
their  maidens  in  thvir  mother  toiiguc;"  ami 
(hat  the  only  permanent  c<>ii»e<)uence  would  be, 
ihr  giving  her  ll>e  power  to  be  of  some  slight 
lerriee  to  tlx:  good  emigri.  So  the  Miss  Lanes 
leained  French  i  and  Mrs.  I^w,  whowa»une 
of  poor    Mnt.  Duval's  bcxt  friendtt  and  mo«t 


diher  cAoiccM 
far  tW  Abbe  k»  inaut. 


prc- 
ta%  ^  AIM'S  prt  dofit  « 

t  &acr  Rady  br 
Mb  at  Un.  LaarV;  aad  Lnoi  Dmal,  his  taat- 
ta'*  otbo-  pet,  «a*  at  kast  njoaUr  wdoomr ; 
— n  tb«  Ike  shok  tri>  «a«  aoon  «  bomr 
n  tbe  BMta.  AW  Jltiinfc  Stvplm  beld 
^  funigiMis,  and  tbm^hl  il 
pctiiMie  «ad  mitiaaml  to  hate  tbe 
fVmb  aad  Aor  nvt,  amr  had  taetn)  wffcie 
or  taken  a  pineli  of  sndT  in  hta  davt;  a&d  al- 
tboa^  tbr  Abb^,  on  bb  part,  abborrrd  -imak- 
it^,  and  beer,  and  pmck,  and  loud  talking, 
and  all  ibe  John  Biilli*in»  ■btfnnf'  St«phrn  wat 
ctunpouDded ;  alUiough  Mr.  Lane  would  h«^-c 
held  himwlf  guiltr  of  a  sb  had  int  koown  tbe 
Frencli  fur  "how  d\r  do?"  and  the  Abbf, 
loacher  of  lanj^uugrit  thouf^  he  were,  had  mar- 
vciloudjr  coDlrived  to  learn  no  nwre  Englirfi 
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thin  just  served  him  to  make  out  bis  pupil»* 
iruv&UtioDs  (perhaps  tlir  conKtanl  rettding  uf 
lliow  iocwmpsrablL-  cufiipoMliunn  might  be  the 
ntman  wh;  (he  real  )ipok«n  idiotnittit-  tongue 
DA*  Mill  unintelligible  to  him);  jet  tltey  did 
cnnime,  id  epite  of  their  mutual  prejudice* 
ntd  their  deficient  means  of  communication,  to 
be  on  fts  friendly  and  as  cordial  terms  as  any 
two  mea  in  Brlford ;  and,  ounsidering  that  iJm 
Freacbuian  wat  a  decided  arintocrat  and  the 
EngliKhinau  a  violent  democrat,  anil  tluit  each 
knew  the  other's  politics,  that  is  saying  much. 

But  from  llic  castle  to  the  coltaf^e.  from  the 
oobUman  wbwc  children  he  lauglil  down  to 
the  farmer's  wife  who  furni&hed  him  with  egga  I 
and  butter,  the  venerable  Abb6  was  a  univcf- 
sal  favourite.  Then-  was  Knmcihing  in  his  vt-ry  i 
appMrancc — hi*  Miiall  ncal  pcrMin,  n  little  bent, 
more  by  «orrow  than  age  —  his  thin  nhite  huir 
—  his  mild  intelligent  countenance,  with  u  sweet 
placid  ttoile.  tliat  spoke  more  of  courtesy  than 
of  gaiety  —  hie  quiet  manner,  his  gentle  voice, 
and  ercn  the  broken  Kngli&h,  which  rcmiiidwl 

B,  that  he  was  a  sojourner  in  a  strnngv  land. 


f«y 


•o 


</   respect 

,mm,  Jmaj*  Mat,  yM 

to  the  sir  of 

nt;  ukd 

fink  diig«4B  «■■  hi*  coostun 

1  the  gncrfol  Imt  vita  w  fn- 

aa  tiileftM> 

mg  ^wip  ^  i^  ^i^  Kwis  wUca  he  frnjiMa^ 
cd:  lor  tbc  good  Abfac  wm  so  amcfa  in  nqiMM 

tktf  bcBtftfat  ha«v| 
Ibr  avll-lA-da  ia  the  wurU,  had  not  hi*  cbut^ 
to  hw  peoRt  couatrjimtaf  and  his  tibendii;  to 
Loom  md  l»  Un.  Duval,  bmi  such  as  to  keep 
hun  ccottantly  pnot 

AuMmgat  his  pupik,  and  the  trwads  of  his 
pupila,  hi>  urbanity  and  kindoot  oould  not  fail 
to  Blake  him  popular ;  whilst  bis  jtentlenna  and 
palJCTice  with  the  stupid,  and  his  fine  taste  and 
power  of  tafipiriog  cmulaiiuD  onwDgst  th«  dr- 
vcrer  chQdrcn,  rendered  him  a  very  valuable 
master.  Beudm  hu  large  connexion  in  Bel- 
furd,  he  atteaded,  as  we  have  intiniatrd,  tr^era) 
families  in  the  neighbourluwd,  and  one  or  two 
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in  the  aumUer  (owm,  «t  ^jbt  or  Im 

■lies*  distanoe ;   and  ibe  Ufbt  and  actira  old 

mu  was  acctistoiiwd  to  walk  la  tbnt  Vf(m»i 

aiib  thllv  Bijcni  fcir  bt*  ooaipaBiDD,  evm  in  thr 

depth  of  winter;  depending,  ii  maj  be,  no  an 

ocxMtmal  taat  tar  tanueit  and  hu  dn^  in  the 

|S<8  '^  sums  geod-BaitURd  travelter,  or  the  cart 

l«f  some  small  fanner  or  hjs  sturdv  dame  re- 

f  tonring  tram  the  tnarkct-town,  (fnr  it  u  a  eh^ 

[nctemuc  of  our  county  that  we  abound  is 

le  drivefs — slmofit  all  our  country  wtvea 

[ire  eaj^tsl  whips,)    who    thought    tbnaaijns 

[vdl   re|wud   for   ibetr  ciWIitj  by    a  pinch   of 

'rappee   in    the   one  case,  or  a    '*  Tank    tou, 

L  nadame  ["  "  Mochc  obli|ru,  sar '."  on  ihr  other. 

Nt^udy   minded  a  winli-r'a  walk   leu  than 

'  M-  TAbb^ ;  aid  as  for  Bijou,  he  delighted  in 

lit,  and  would  dance  and  whh>k  about,  jump 

I  nmui  his  mssti^r's  fc*!,  an<i  liark  fur  »rry  joy, 

wbetiever  be  uw   the  liat  liru^hing,   and  the 

■  gmt-«oat  pulling  on,  and  the  glovt^  taken  out 

[of  (bcir  drawer,  in  preparation  for  a  sortie,  cspe- 

rnDy  in   soowy  weather — for   Bijou  loved  a 

ttiiik  in  the  *now,  and  Louis  liked  it  no  )e». 
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But  lh«rc  WM  one  |H-rm«  who  ne*er  HltMl  tlit 
cold  and  ilHlant  rBiobles,  and  that  person^^ 
WAS  Mrft.  Duval ;  tiiid  on  one  dreary  morning 
in  January,  specially,  she  opposed  (lirin  by 
main  and  by  might.  She  had  had  bad  drcanift, 
tou  ;  and  31fs.  Duval  was  (he  least  in  the  world 
:'uper!*titious ;  and  *'  the  was  suit  that  no  good 
ouald  come  of  Inking  ituch  n  walk  as  that  (o 
Chardioy,  full  a  doien  miicK,  on  mmJi  a  day  — 
iiubody  could  be  so  unreasonable  as  to  expect 
M-  rAbb<;  in  such  wcntbcr;  and  as  for  Miss 
Sinilh\i  school,  MJhs  Smith's  school  might 
wait !" 

M.  I'Abbc  reasoned  with  her  in  vain.  "  Your 
drvami —  bob  t — 1  must  go,  my  dear  little  wo- 
man. All  Miss  Smith's  pu|Hls  are  come  bact 
fruu)  the  holidays,  nnd  lltcy  want  their  lessons, 
and  they  have  brought  the  money  to  pay  me, 
and  1  want  ihv  money  to  pay  you,  and  I  will 
bring  you  a  pink  rilibon  ns  bright  as  your 
checks,  and  t.auis  -—" 

"Oh,  pray  let  m«  go  with  you,M.  rAbbc!" 
interrupted  l^uis. 

"  And  JUiut*  shall  »Uty  with  you,"  )Mirtu«l 
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1 U.  rAbb6.     "  Ymi  nmni  ool  go,  my  detr  boy ; 
ny  with  your  luolher  :  always  he  s  f(ood  aoo 
t4o  yuur  good  mulhcr,  rikI  I  will  bring  you  n 
[bt¥)k.      I   will  bring  you  a  new  Horace,  ainoc 
get  on  BO  well  H-ilh  your  Latin.    God  blee 
DU,  my  dnu-  boy  *    Allons,  Bijou !"  And  &!■ 
TAbb^  wac  wtttng  off. 

At  leut  KUy  all  niglit  I"  inbTpo«eri  Hdl 
>uTal ;  "  don't  come  bocne  in  the  dark,  pray!" 
Bab  !"  nrplied  tltc  Abb^r,  laughing. 
"  And  with  money,  too  !  and  to  many  Iwl 
lie  about !  and  such  a  dream  as  I  have 
r  again  exclaimed   Madstnc  Duval.     "  I 

[UtOl^t  that  two  woWci " 

"  Your  dream  !  bah  1**  ejaculnlcti  the  Abbv. 
[**  1  thall  bring  you  a  pink  ribbon,  and  lie  tionte 
by  ten. "  And  with  these  words  he  aitd   Hijou 
I  departed. 

Ten  o'clock  came  —  a  cold,  ftoaly  nigbt,  not 
FlDOOoligbt,  but  starlight,  and  with  bo  much 
Itnow  ujmn  the  |;round,  that  llie  K-atcn  pathway 
Im  the  high  road  lo  Chardley  might  l>e  eatiily 
Mra.  Duval,  who  had  been  fidgetty  all 
flhrough  the  day,  became  more  •»  a*  the  even. 
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inf;  advaiKtd,  pRrticularlj'  as  Louis  importuned 
her  vdicmcnti^r  to  let  him  go  umI  meet  ihcir 
dear  lodger. 

"  You  go !  No,  iudeed  t"  replied  Madune 
Duval  —  "  at  thU  time  of  night,  and  afU-r  oijr 
dream  I  It's  quite  bad  enough  to  have  M< 
I'Abbe  wandering  about  the  high  ruadv,  and 
money  with  him,  and  *o  many  bad  people  stir- 
ring.  I  saw  one  great,  tall,  dangerous- looking 
fellow  nl  the  door  this  tnoming,  vho  SiecmnI  as 
if  he  had  been  listening  ulini  Ite  talked  of 
bringing  money  Itome :  I  should  not  wonder  if 
he  broke  Into  the  house —  and  my  dream,  too  ! 
Stay  where  you  are,  Louia.  I  won't  hear  of 
your  going." 

And  the  poor  boy,  who  had  been  taking 
down  liiN  furrtHl  cap  to  go,  looked  at  hi&  mi^ 
ther's  anxious  tkec,  and  stayed. 

The  boura  wur«  away — eleven  o'clock  struck, 
and  twelve — and  still  iliere  were  no  tidings  of 
the  Abb^'.  Mrs.  Duval  began  to  comfort  her- 
self that  he  must  hare  stayed  to  sleep  at  Chard* 
ley:  that  the  Misa  Smithis  whom  she  know  to 
b«  kind  women,  had  insisted  on  his  sleeping  al 
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tbfir  houw;  aud  she  wa«  prcpariag  to  gi)  to 

hed  in  that  persuasion,  when  a  violent  scratch* 

in^  and  wbiniog  wan  heard  at  the  dour,  and  on 

Loois  ruoninit  to  open  i(,  little   Bijou  ni«lHtl 

«,  oMTcrt^tt  with  dirt,  aod  trithout  hia  maater. 

Oh,  my  dream  r  exclaimed  Mrs.  Duval. 

^**  Louis,  I  thought  thai  two  wulve»  -     ■■" 

"Mother,"  intiiTUpted  the  boy,  "see  how 
tBiJQU  is  jumping  upon  me,  and  whining,  and 
[then  running  to  the  door,  as  if  to  entice  rae  to 
Jlow  him.  I  mutt  go." 
**Oh,  Louis!  renwmberr-' again  Kreamed 
this  mother — "  Remember  the  great  ilMuuking 
(fellow  who  was  listening  this  morning  I" 

"  You  forget,  dear  mother,  that  wc  all  spoke 
in  French,  anrl  that  he  could  not  haw  under. 
'  stood  a  word,"  returned  Louia. 

"  But  my  dream  .■"  persisted  Mrs.  Dural, 
'"Mr  dreams  always  come  true.  Hcmemltcr 
'  Iht-  pot  I  dreamt  of  your  findini;  in  the  ruins, 
'  and  whieb,  upon  digging  for,  you  tiid  find." 

*'  Which  you  dreamt  was  a  pot  of  gold,  and 
'which  turned  out  to  be  a  broken  painUpot," 
*  replied  Louis  impatiently.     "  Mother,"  added 
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he,  "I  am  sorry  lo  disobej  you,  but  see  hom 
Uii»  poor  dc^  is  dragging  mc  to  the  door ;  hark 
how  he  whiiK-s  !  And  look!  loolc!  there  is  blood 
upon  bin  coal '.  I'crtuipa  hh  raaeter  has  ftlleo 
and  hurt  himM.-ir,  and  even  my  slight  hel|>  may 
be  of  use.     I  must  go,  and  I  wiU.*' 

Aiid  roUowing  the  word  with  the  deed, 
LouiN  obeyn)  the  almoM  »(>eal(ing  action  of  the 
little  dog,  and  ran  quickly  out  of  the  bouse, 
on  the  road  to  Chardley.  His  mother,  afliT  an 
instant  of  vaguv  iMnic,  rvcovered  heraelf  enougfa 
to  alann  the  neighbours,  and  send  nion;  dfi- 
di-nt  help  than  a  lad  of  eleven  years  old  to 
nuatX  in  ihv  nearch. 

With  a  beating  heart  the  brave  and  affec- 
tionate boy  followed  lite  dog,  wbn  Ird  ujih  a 
rapid  pace  and  an  occutonal  low  moan  along 
tile  high  road  to  Chardley.  The  night  had 
become  wilder,  tlic  clouds  were  driving  along 
the  kky,  and  a  small,  sleety  rain  fell  by  gusts; 
all,  in  kitnn,  bt-spokv  an  approaching  Ibaw, 
although  the  ground  continued  covered  with 
snow,  which  ca»t  a  cold,  dreary  light  on  every 
tibjecL       For  Dearly   three  miles   Louis   and 
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KJDu  pursued  tbeir  way  alone.     At  the  end  of 

thit  time,  they  were  arrested  by  tbouts  and 

tantem*  a<1vnnnng  rapidly  from  the  town,  and 

the  poor  lad   rcoo^ixwl   thi-  men   wlioni  his 

tber  had  sent  to  hU  a*^Alanoe. 

'Any  news  of  the  poor  French  gentU-man, 

^raster  ?*'  inquired  John  Gleve,  the  «hociiiuker, 

he  cante  up,  almost  breathless  with  haste. 

I"  Il\  lucky  that  I  and  Martin  had  two  pair  of 

[boola  to  Suish,  axwl  had  not  left  our  work;  for 

»r  Mrs-  Duval  there  i«  half  crosy  with  her 

fear*  for  him  and  her  drtad  about  you.      How 

cDiiIdict  thou  think  of  running  off"  alone  ?    What 

good  could  a  lad  like  thcv  do,  frightening  his 

[poor  mother? — And  yet  one  like*  un   fur  '(,"' 

added  John,  softening  a»  he  proceeded  in  hi* 

lianmgue;  "one  likes  un  forU  mainly.     I!ut 

look  at  the  dog  P  puraucd  ho,  interrupting  him- 

KJf :  "  look  at  the  dog,  bow  be  ""t  snufBng  an<( 

shuffling  about  in  the  snow!     And  hark  how 

I  lie  whines  and  barks,  questing  like !      And  see 

what  a  trampling  tltere'e  been  here,  and  how  the 

.  mow  on  the  side  nf  the  path  is  tro<lden  about  T 

"  Hold     down    the     lanteni ! "    exclaimed 


"Give  me  the  light,  I  bcscwh  you. 
Ijo»k  here  I  this  U  htoocl— Ai>  blood !"  sobbed 
th«  aiTcclioniilc  boy ;  nnd,  ^Idcd  partly  by 
that  awful  indioiticH),  partly  by  tti«  diirturbed 
snow,  and  partly  by  ihv  dog,  who,  trembling 
in  every  limb,  and  keeping  up  a  low  moan, 
still  pursued  the  tracli,  they  clambered  over 
a  gate  into  a  field  by  the  road-sido ;  and  in  a 
ditch,  at  a  little  diatanoe,  found  what  all  ex- 
pected to  find — the  lifeless  body  of  the  Abb& 

He  had  been  di-ad  apparently  for  some 
hours ;  for  the  corpse  wa*  cold,  and  the  blood 
had  stiflened  on  two  wound*  in  hi*  body.  His 
jMcketH  had  been  rifled  of  his  purtc  and  hjs 
poi'kct-hook,  both  of  which  were  found,  with 
what  money  might  have  been  in  them  taken 
out,  catt  into  lite  hedge  at  a  small  distance,  lo- 
gelhcr  with  a  »w-iml  with  a  broken  hilt,  with 
which  the  awful  deed  ha*)  probably  been  co(n< 
mittctl.  Nothing  else  had  been  taken  from  the 
l>o»roU)  man.  His  handkerchief  and  snuff-box 
were  still  in  his  pocket,  together  with  three 
yards  of  row-coloured  ribbon,  neatly  wrapped 
in  paper,  and  a  iimall  edition  of  Horace,  willi 
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tbe  lemves  uocut.      It  msj  be  iniftgin«il  with 
wiut  feeltnga  Mrs.  Duval  aiiit  I^Hiis  luoked  al 
[  these  tokcDs  of  recoUccdoD.     Her  grief  found 
Lia  tears  the  coaifonAblt?  rrlirf  which  Heaven 
has  ordaioed  for  woman's  wrrovr ;  but   Louis 
toulA  not  cry — 'the  nonsoLation  was  denied  him. 
A  fierce  fi[))nt  of  rcvcngv  had  taken  poseeKston 
[of  tbe  hitherto  gvnlle  and  placid  l>oy  :  to  dJs- 
coTcr  and  bring  to  justice  the  murderer,  and  to 
'  fondle  and  chcri^  poor  Bijou  (who  was  with 
difficulty  coaxed   into   taking    food,   and   lay 
perpetually  at  the  door  of  the  room  which  con- 
tained his  old  master's  body),  seemed  to  be  the 
only  objects  f<^  which  Louis  lived. 

The  wish  to  discover  the  murderer  was 
throughout  the  ncighbourliood  where 
the  good,  ibc  pious,  the  rtnermblc  old  man — 
bsnnlr»  and  inoftVndw  in  word  tmd  deed, 
just,  and  kind,  and  charitable — hnd  been  fa 
truly  beloved  and  respected.  Large  rcwardn 
were  offered  by  llic  Catholic  gentry,"  and  every 

*  r  mutol  came  ibc  Cadiciic  gentry  wiOiout  {Mying  my 
bnnlile  but  motl  auiecn  tribute  of  re»p«ct  to  the  lin^u- 
luty  birii  chusct»  of  iLe  otd  Calliolic  familiu  in  >lia 
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exertion  was  made  by  tbi;  local  police,  and  the 
in«gistr«:y  of  thv  towD  nnd  cuuntry,  to  accon- 
pli*b  thi.i  great  ubji-cl.     Juho  Gleve  had  accu- 

cminly.  Il  Mem*  M  if  th«  opprMJon  uiidet  wfaidli  tbcjr 
10  louK  labourtd,  hnil  a:<-iUH)  th»n  lo  Appme  to  tuch  iajm> 
ticc  ihc  {uuii'c  buT  powccful  rFiiilaiicc  of  high  monl 
rirtii*,  of  ipotleu  inli-jrilj',  of  chivalrous  houour,  u\d  of  > 
diffiuivK  diirit;,  which  thoii  oppicuon  would  ha*f  dene 
wtrll  to  iiDital*.  Amongii  tlion  u«  lo  b«  fouud  ihc  aamet 
orTlirockmorUai,  (he  Tricod  aiid  patroo  of  Cimper,  uid  of 
Blount,  tonound  Dp  with  tier/  ncollection  of  Pope,  and 
of  GyslMi  of  F,Asl  llendrid,  more  ■neient,  |ierVuip*,  than  tiny 
houi*  in  the  county,  «how  curtoai  old  chapel,  apfwoded 
tohia  uaailon,  is  meiitioatd  in  >  ducd  Uaring  dale  (be 
I9lh  of  May.  i.i>-  13?3,  now  in  the  po«Mt«ioB  oflSf 
family  Kothinitcaii  be  nior«  inttmling  than  tfaa  accooM^ 
in  a  MS.  belonging  to  Mr.  Eytion.of  ihcro-opcnuift  of  tkia 
chapel  duiing  th«  sliuct  pf  ciod  in  which  tlw  Koimo  CaAolic 
reliifion  »!ii  tolerated  uiidi-r  .l.iini>s  the  SKOi>d ;  and  of  ih* 
pCTMcalinn  nhidi  niccccdfd  at  thn  Rpvnlulion.  !%(•• 
iceim  arc  now  matttn  of  hutory,  and  of  hiAoty  only ; 
since  th«  growing  wisdcnn  and  ihc  huiuauiiiog  ipiril  of  tlM 
Iffcialalure  and  the  aga  fortiid  ereu  the  feai  of  theif  tw- 
rurtcDcc ;  but  a*  enrioua  liiate*fc«l  doc«m«nti,  and  a*  a 
flandtng  Inson  agaitut  bigotty  and  intolcmnea,  homvo 
■lyled,  a  coll<«tio«i  tt  nxti  aanalires  (and  maay  nch,  i  be- 
lieve, exiil  amonitM  the  old  Catholic  fami I l(^t>,)  would  ht  very 
laloaUa.  OncafthainottraiMtkablcMSS.  that  Ihaie  hap* 
pnwd  to  Bie«t  witk,  is  an  account  of  Ibc  life  and  cWactar 
ff  Sir  Vnadi  Enylciyide,  Knt.  privy  covBMllor  to  Qimcd 
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ntdy  mnjiuretl  the  shoe- marks  to  nnti  from 
the  ditch  where  the  body  was  found;  but  fiu'- 
iher  than  th«  gate  uf  the  fiehi  the>'  hwl  not 

Uiry.whorettRdiAtoSp^alOMiapeAon  the  )<«rwculioiM 
ef  Elmt>«(h,UMl  died  In  on  «xil«  wtiich  he  *h«inl  wtlti 
naaj  of  kit  iwmI  cmiaeiu  (mdU^ui.  lie  gJio  bcloagcd 
to  Ota  iMighbooffaooil ;  flic  ftmiljof  Eiigtclicl<l,  oowenliacl, 
being  UwanoeolpoMenon  of  Wbtwluiigbu.  IV  CmIm- 
bc  gcBtieattii)  tio«««i|  of  our  o«n  daj,  vtlimn  BeUoid  fau 
ib«  guMfcii  cauM  to  tuk  ftOMngsi  U*  b«Mfactott,  it  ffur 
Btiyhbaur— I  will  T*slnre  to  mj  our  friend— Mr.  WhcbW,  > 
1  emmnilly  ohuiuble,  libcrsl,  and  taligtiteocd,  mtioM 
ar  hbown  cliintk,  whilH  itdoa  not  ioipedc  the  cmt- 
!  of  iha  «r»d«C  M>d  DMHt  dilTuuve  liciia*uIt»oe  towwd* 
a*  profcnon  of  other  fonni  of  faith,  hu  inducod  him  lo 
•II  thai  coold  b«  pttrcbued  ot  the  tuiiu  of  the 
I  Mmj,  ud  10  KKM  tha  litils  Ihu  «••  luU  undewcn. 
r  iIm  pnMM)  (he  Mhool,  and  ilie  wbiuf.  Of  thftc  Ann 
lof  lh««ptendour  itid  the  picly  of  our  anccMi>n,lbc 
bnuliful  orcji  tod  the  ullr  of  the  abbrjr-cburch  aie  fortu- 
tatdjr  •moog*!  the  portiam  thiu  prtarrvvd  fnnii  basti  use*, 
li  ii  iffl{io«il4e  not  lo  ijrmpalkin  ttrotigljr  with  lliu  fvditi]; 
■rindi  dictated  tlti*  pwchue,  and  tqually  iaipowibt«  iiui 
to  tHoenl,  if  oalj  u  a  nuiur  of  iB«tB,  dut  lh«ic  wu  no 
■utk  piardian  tiand  Sltj  yean  ago,  to  preteul  the  ereclton 
of  liw  eoMDQr  BmI)  and  itte  suUtciufiit  iniroduciion  of 
qnTi  and  oatkiaal  kIwoIi  amongK  ume  of  the  taoii  tx- 
hBHte  and  liMly-ailBated  moDUtic  ntiut  in  EiigJand,  now 
an^mU;  GauBuninaud  by  obj«ci»  titv  tnott  uiiu&liU;, 
and  aaaociatiao*  the  moit  painfiil  oiitd  degrading. 


pnldiaM 


I 


304  THE   OLD  KMIGR^. 

complete  alibi  on  the  night  in  ijueiition  ;  to  thatm 
the  maj^strates,  although  strongly  prejudiced,  | 
againEl   him,    {rom  countrDBiKC  and  manner, 
— the  down  look  and  Ihc  daring  audadly  niih.j 
which  nature,  or  ralberevil  habit,  often  stamps 
(be  ruffian,— were,  after  H!vcral  examination*, 
on  the  point  of  discliarging  him,  when  young 
Louia,  who   had  attended   the   whole  ioquiiy 
with  an  intelligence  and  an  intensity  of  iiitcreat 
which,  Imy  as  )»■  wa*,  had  won  far  him  the  privi- 
lege of  Ix-ing  admitted  even  to  tlw  private  c«^, 
aminotioos  of  the  magistrates,  and  whose  ill 
opinion   of  Wilton  hiul  invmiMxi  every  hour, 
he  hiniK'ir  hiLrdly  knew  why,  suddenly  exclaim-  ■ 
ed,'  *'  Stop  until  I  bring  a  witness  !"  and  darted 
out  nf  the  room. 

During  the  interval  of  his  absence, — for  such 
wax  the  power  of  the  buy's  intense  feeling  and 
evident  intelUgenn-,  that  the  mngiittrateB  did 
atop  for  him.^me  of  the  pnlice-ofltccrs  hap. 
pened  to  observe  how  lightly  the  pritoner 
grasped  his  hat.  "  Is  it  mere  anger?"  thouglit 
he  within  himself ;  "  or  is  it  agitation  ?  or  can 
ihey  have  been  such  fools  as  not  to  s«arch  the 
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linii^  ?"  —  **  Let  me  look  at  that  iiat  of 
voara,  Wibon,"  *id(l  hv  aloud. 

"  It  has  been  searched,"'  rvpliivl  Wilaon,  Uill 
Holding  it.  **  What  do  yuu  want  with  thi> 
hai?" 

*'  I  want  to  Me  the  lintnjf." 

■*  There  is  oo  lining,"  replied  tJic  pn«o»er, 
gnsping  it  still  ttfflilcr. 

"  Let  nu-  look  at  it,  neverlbcless.  Take  it 
from  him,""  rejninei]  the  ufScrr.  "  Ah,  l)a  i 
here  ia  a  little  ragged  bit  uf  lining,  though, 
sticking  pretty  fast  too ;  for  ns  loose  and  a»  eare- 
aa  it  looks, — a  fine,  cunning  hiding-place  t 
Give  me  a  knif*^— a  p«,-nkitire !"  soid  the  toyr- 
ntidon  of  jiMlice,  rriiring  with  hiit  knife  ami  the 
hat  to  the  window,  fnllnwcd  b_v  Um;  i-ager  looks 
of  the  priioner,  wh<Me  attention,  however,  was 
immediately  called  to  a  nearer  danger,  by  the 
return  of  IxMiit,  with  little  Bijou  in  his  arms. 
The  poor  dog  Hew  at  him  instuntly.  twrking, 
growling,  c|uirvnng,  almwt  shrieking  with 
fury,  bit  hiK  iux\»  and  his  legs,  and  was  with 
difficulty  drags^  ^^^"^  ^™*  **'  strong  had 
pMStOD  made  the  faithful  creature. 
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"  Louie  r  said  Louis.  "  I  brought  him 
from  his  iDMter's  grave  to  b«ar  witness  against 
his  murderer.     Look !" 

"  Their  worships  will  hnrtlly  conitnit  mc  on 
the  evidence  vt  a  dog,^  observed  Wilson,  re- 
covering htniM.'ir. 

"  But  fix  here,"  rejoined  the  police-officer, 
producing  two  dirty  bilH  of  paper,  most  curi- 
ously folded,  from  the  old  hat.  "  Here  sre 
the  two  ClinrHley  notes — the  10/.  notes— signed 
Dsvid  ^ViUiams.  Nos.  1025  and  663.  AVhat 
do  you  say  to  that  evidence?  You  and  the 
little  dog  are  right,  my  good  boy :  this  is  the 
murderer,  sure  enough.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  about  committing  him  now.* 

It  u  hardly  necessary  to  ndd  that  James 
Wilson  w«s  committed,  or  that  proof  upon 
[yrouf  poured  in  to  conflnn  his  guilt  and  dis- 
credit his  witnesses.  He  died  confessing  the 
munlcT ;  and  Bijou  and  Louis,  somewhat  sp- 
pca-vil  by  luiving  brought  the  criminal  to  jus- 
tice, found  comfort  in  Iheir  mutual  alfectiun, 
and  in  a  tender  rvoollectioii  of  tlivir  dear  old 
friend  and  master. 
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>.— Not  to  go  back  to  lite  dofj  of  Mon< 
ps,  and  other  well>attesteil  accounts  uf  mur- 
dftcctcd  by  dogv,  I  cim  bring  a  iiving 
■fMoicl  to  corroborate  the  fuct,  thiit  these  faith- 
ful Mtd  Mgacious  antnuilti  itu  aeek  asaintuncc 
rfor  their  roasters  when  any  eTiI  befuitt  them. 
The  story,  as  told  to  me  by  Bramble's  present 
I'lnistresBi  whom   I  luire  t)ie  grmt  plvu^un;  to 
iTcckon  mnongat  my  friencljt,  is  as  fullows — : 

The  blacksmith  of  a  unaU  village  in  Buck- 

llnghanuhire   wrat  blind,    and  wax  prevented 

|'£om    pursuing;   hia   occupaticni.      Hv    found, 

however,  a  friend  in  a  surgeon  of  the  neigh- 

bbourbood,    a  man  of    singular    kindness  and 

I  brocvolcnctf,  who  employed   him  to  carry  out 

mcdicini.'*,  which  he  was  enabled  to  do  by  the 

I  aid  of  a  dog  and  a  chain.     But  old  Jolin  was  a 

evere  master,  and  of  his  dogs  many  died,  and 

many  ran  away.     At  last,  he  had  (he  good  for< 

tunc  (o  light  upon  our  friend  Bminhlc,  a  large 

black-and-white  spaniel,   of  remarkable   sym- 

Imetrv  and   beauty,  with  wavy  hair,  very  long 

rear*,  feathenNl  legs  and  a  bushy  tail,  and  with 

[sanity  and  fidchty  equal  to  his  beauty.  Under 
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Bramble's  guidanw,  blind  John  performed 
hia  joumrys  in  ptrrfect  safety ;  whtrcver  Ih* 
poor  dug  had  been  once,  he  was  «irc  to  know 
hi*  yray  again  ;  nnd  he  appeared  to  discover,  as 
if  bjr  iu»tinc[,  to  what  place  his  master  wished 
to  go.  One  point  of  his  conduct  was  peculiarly 
striking.  He  constantly  accompanied  hifi  mas- 
ter to  church,  nnd  lay  therv  perfectly  quiet 
during  ihc  whole  service.  For  three  year*  that 
he  formed  regularly  one  of  the  congregation, 
he  was  never  known  to  move  or  to  make  the 
slightest  noise. 

One  bitter  night,  old  John  had  been  on  u 
journey  to  Woburn,  and  not  returning  at  bis 
usual  hour,  the  rdationB  with  whom  be  lived 
went  to  I>ed,  as  it  was  not  uncommon  for  the 
blind  man,  wlim  engaged  on  a  longer  expedi- 
tion than  cummon,  to  tlvep  from  home.  The 
cottage  accordingly  was  shut  up,  and  the  inha- 
iHtantK,  lirod  with  labour,  went  to  lied  nnd  slept 
soundly;  The  people  at  a  neighbouring  cot.^ 
tage,  biiwever,  fanctnl  that  tbey  heard,  during 
the  long  winlernight,  repeated  howliiigii  a<t  of 
a  d(^  in  distress ;  and  when  the}-  rose  in  (lie 
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Mmnung,  the  6rat  thing  they  heard  was,  that  aid 
John  lay  d«ail  in  a  ditch  not  far  from  his  owu 
door.  The  poor  dog  waa  fuund  close  hy  thv 
body  ;  and  it  was  aac^rtained  b;  the  marks  on 
the  path,  that  he  liaci  draggiil  his  chaiit  buck- 
ward  and  forward  from  the  ditch  to  ihe  cottage, 
'  in  the  vain  hope  of  procuring  such  aaaiatanoe 
'  as  might  posslhly  have  saved  his  master. 

Luckily  for  Bramble,  the-  huiicvolenl  nir- 
;  geoa,  alwayH  his  very  good  friend,  waa  called 
in  to  examine  if  aoy  spark  of  life  remained  in 
'  the  bcxiy ;  and  be  having  ascertained  that  poor 
I  John  was  fairly  dead,  told  the  story  of  the 
i&utbful  dog  to  his  present  exveltent  mistrefo, 
itrtih  whom  Bramble  is  as  happy  u*  the  day  is 
[long. 

It  i*  eonfortable  to  meet  with  a  bit  of  that 
justice  which,  because  it  is  so  rare,  people  call 
[poetical,  in  real  actual  life;  and  I  verily  believe 
[that  in  litis  ca-te  Bramble'*  felicity  is  quiti.- 
\aal  to  his  merits,  high  as  they  undoubledly 
The  only  drawback  that  I  have  ever 
hinted  nt,  i*  a  tendency  on  his  part  to 
>w  over  fat ;  a  misfortune  which  doubtless  re- 
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ftults  from  his  prewmt  good  feed,  oomiDg  after  « 
long  oourw  of  Htarralion. 

Now  that  I  am  idling  stone*  of  dt^,  I  cait- 
not  reuKt  the  tcmplatioD  of  recording  one  abort 
anecdote  of  mj  pet  spaniel  Hash,  a  munificent 
animal,  of  whose  beauty  I  have  spoken  else- 
wbCTe,  and  wlio  n-all;  does  all  but  speak  liitn- 
self. 

Kvery  May  I  go  to  th«  Silchcstcr  woods,  to 
gather  wild  lilies  of  the  valley.  La«t  year  the 
numbers  were,  froni  xoine  cauKe  or  oilier,  greatly 
iKminiiihe<l :  the  roots,  it  is  true,  were  there, 
but  wi  (CRttrretl  over  the  beautiful  t«-rraccs  t^ 
that  nnrivalled  amphitheatre  of  woods,  and  th« 
blosftoms  so  rare,  ibat  in  ibc  space  of  wvcral 
acres,  thinly  covered  witli  the  pluitts  and  their 
finely  linnl  transpiarent  grwn  Imvcm,  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  procure  half-a-dozen  of  those  delicate 
flower-stalks  hung  with  snowy  bells,  and  amidst 
the  sliifting  lig^its  and  shadows  of  the  enppicr, 
where  ihesunlN'nniKst-eiiU'd  todancc  through  the 
branches,  still  more  difficult  to  discover  the  few 
that  there  wore,  I  went  searching  drearily  through 
the  wood,  a  little  wirary  of  seeking  and  not  6»d- 
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when  Dash,  wbo  had  been  on  his  own  de- 
after   pheasants  and  hares,  rcturuiog  to 

or,  tin-d  with  his  tori  of  sport,  Wgan  (u  utMcrvu 

nttne ;  and  at  oaoe  discerning  my  object  and 
'  my  perplexity,  went  gravely  about  Ibe  coppice, 
'lily   hunting;  finding  iIhth  far  more  quickly 

than  1  did,  xtopptng,  wagging  his  tftil,  and  look- 
,  ing  round  at  me  by  the  side  of  every  Bower, 

until  I  came  and  gathered  it ;  and  (ben,  as  soon 
I  as  I  had  secured  one,  pursuing  his  search  after 
,  another,  and  continuing  to  do  go  without  the 
[vtightect  intermission  until  it  was  time  to  go 
["fcome.  I  am  half  afraid  to  tcU  this  story, 
[although  it  is  as  true  as  tbat  lltcrc  arc  lilies  in 

^tlcbester  wood  ;  and  the  anecdote  of  Cuwper's 
[dog  Beau  and  the  wnierlily  in  somewhat  of  a 

rase  in  point.     Wbclher  I)a.ih  found  the  flow, 
bv  went  or  by  nght,  I  csniwt  tel) :  proliably 

by  ibe  latter. 
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X   CBKESK-PAIfl   ADVIKTTRB. 


KvKRVBODV  like*  «  fair.  Some  people  in- 
d<v(l,  especially  of  the  order  called  fine  ladi«s, 
pretend  that  they  do  not.  But  go  to  thp 
first  thnt  occurs  in  their  tteighbourhood,  and 
there,  amnn^t  the  thickott  of  the  jmtKng 
crowd,  with  Ktoring  carterx  tn^oiliiig  upon  their 
hedit,  and  grinning  farmers*  boy«  rublnng 
agaiiiNt  tlttHr  petlicoalA, — there,  in  llie  very  mid- 
die  of  the  cunfu.iion,  you  sh^l  be  sure  to  find 
them,  fine  Udie&  though  they  be  !  They  still, 
it  in  true,  cry  "  How  disagreeable !" — but 
there  they  are. 

Now,  the  reajMmti  against  liking  a  fair  arc  far 
more  plau&ihle  than  thow  on  tlve  other  side: 
the  dirt,  Ihe  wet,  the  sun,  the  rain,  the  wind, 
the  noise,  the  cattle,  the  crowd,  the  dicats,  the 
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pickpockets,  llic  ibuws  with  nutlilng  irorth 
«ednf{.  the  HaiU  with  nuthiag  wurth  buyinf^, 
the  danger  of  liKting  your  money,  th«  certainty 
of  loHRg  your  time, — all  these  are  valid  causes 
for  dislike  :  whilst  in  defence  of  the  fair  there 
it  little  more  to  pk-nil  than  the  general  life  of 
the  sceitr,  the  pleasure  of  looking  on  so  many 
happy  faces,  ibe  cofiicwusness  tlial  onv  dny  at 
butt  in  the  year  is  the  peasant's  holiday— and 
the  undenuiblv  fact,  that,  deny  it  as  Ihey  ini^, 
all  English  people,  even  the  cold  fine  lady,  cm- 
tfae  colder  fine  gviitlcnuut,  do  nt  the  bottom  of 
ihvir  hearts  like  a  fair.  It  in  a  taste,  or  a  irnot 
of  ta»te,  that  belongs  to  the  national  tempera, 
ment,  is  born  with  us  grows  up  with  us,  and 
will  never  be  got  rid  c^,  kt  fashion  declaim 
^agaiaat  it  a>  khc  nuiy. 

The  great  fair  at  Belford  l\aA,  buwrver,  even 
I  Ugber  preteosioDs  to  public  favour  than  a  deep. 
I  rooted  old  Koglish  feeling.  It  nas  a  scene  of 
I  buaJnesA  aa  veil  as  uf  aniuncoietit,  being  not 
I  only  a  great  market  for  horMH  and  cattle,  but 
[one  of  the  principal  marts  for  the  celebrated 
[cheese  i>f  the   great   dairy  counties.     Factors 
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fioB  dK  Wot  md  iaim  troai  hoodoo  mnini 
imj*  hrfbfv  ike  actnal  bir-daj :  «nd  vaggun 
,  bdo  will)  ibe  rnund,  hard,  heavy 
mUti  da»\j  ialo  the  Forljury, 
'  the  gmi  «|Mee  befive  the  achoal-hoiur, 
tfe  whole  of  the  bOT«'  phr-groond,  wu  fairly 
«ack>  at  Cbcddar  and  Nortb 
Fjkt  tW  iiBtiilar  cAct  of  piles  of 
wTCfsJ  fert  inghi  esiouling  over  a 
Ia>se  erickst|prauad,  aad  divided  only 
bravrow  paths  GUend  vitli  «traw,  amoogil 
ritich  waMdertd  tltc  bosy  cbapmco,  ofieiing 
a  ta*le  of  their  wans  to  thrir  anticnu  cu^ 
loscn  Ae  ceuatiy  tbofAcTpm  (who  poured 
jm  tnm  cv«y  viOa^  within  twenty  nulct),  and 
A*  thrifty  housewives  of  the  town,  who,  bcwil- 
dand  by  tbc  infinite  oumbcr  of  ssaiplea,  which 
to  an  noMlucatcd  palate  aeeinedalIalikr,choae«t 
Ustabnu&t  at  raodoa  !  Fancy  the  dKet  of  tUs 
NOMrkaUe  soror,  GurrouDded  by  cattle,  hotsM, 
^Ktwi,  and  people,  the  usunl  moving  picture  of 
a  fair ;  the  fine  Gothic  diiirch  of  St.  Nichohu 
on  one  aide;  ibe  old  anii  of  the  abbey,  and  the 
abrupt  emiticiioe  caUed  Forbury  Hi]],  crowned 
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br  «  gnad  daiop  of  tncs.  tm  tlw  otho' ;  tbr 
HaO,  vitb  itsrovof  old  Umo and  ita  i 
IWMu,  befriad ;  and  ia  butt,  At 
iwiog  sJowly  tbroe^  pvvB 
ked  by  tfav  hi|rfa  ridf(r  of  OifaAhiiK  haS*i 
inu^nne  this  briUiant  CBDonMs,  asd  Tso 
Dot  arooder  that  the  mtiMt  dclieale  ladMs 
.*cd  the  powecful  funKS  of  the  cbroc — tn 
ur  ao  t&irase  that  it  even  peoetraKil  thr 
sod  vitKlows  of  the  idioal-bouae — to  oott- 
iplate  the  iorw.  What  iij^tcd  up  at  Bi^u. 
waa  perhaps  stiD  man:  faaUrtk  and 
ivc,  particularly  brfore  tha  Zonbgical 
had  offijcded  a  hoow  to  tha  travcUiiw  vdd 
[baHta,  «boar  roan  and  howfinga  at  fadng- 
tiiae  tuvd  to  mingle  *o  gntaqody  with  thr 
dmnt,  truoqicfa  and  fiddle*  of  thr  dnaaaiic 
•ad  cquaatiian  exhibitioQk,  and  tbv  lattgfa  and 
•bout  and  iong  of  the  merry  vifltor*. 

AraoU  ptciuresque  Mme,  of  a  truth,  au  the 
BeJford  cheese-fair ;  and  not  always  uoprofit- 
:  at  least,  1  Iwppen  to  know  one  initaoce, 
iitirtwii^  of  havic);  U>  pocliet  picked  by 
light-fingered  geotry,   wbooi  mufaa  of  all 
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torts  are  sure  to  collect,  an  hom-st  person  of 
my  aoquaittttutcr  was  lucky  tuouf^  to  oome 
i>y  hi»  own  agaia,  and  r«ov*r  in  tl»at  unex* 
pecti-d  place  a  piece  tvf  property  of  which  he 
had  been  previously  clefraiidecL 

The  case  was  a«  follows  :— 

The  male  part  of  our  little  nUklishment 
eomiMs  not  of  one  man-servant,  as  is  usual 
with  persons  of  small  fortune  and  sontc  gen* 
lility,  who  keep,  like  that  other  poor  and  gen- 
Icel  personage  yclept  Don  Quixote,  a  horse 
an<l  a  brace  uf  gri-yltound*  (to  say  nothing  of 
my  own  pony  phaeton  and  my  dog  Dash),  but 
of  two  boya — the  one  a  perfect  pattern  of  ■ 
lad  of  fifleeD  or  tliercsbout,  the  sti^adJest,  quiet- 
est, and  inoHl  serviceable  youth  that  vvvr  Iwre 
the  steady  name  of  John  ;  the  other,  an  urchin 
called  Ben,  somv  two  years  younger,  a  stunted 
dwarf,  or  rather  a  male  fairy — Puck,  or  RoUn 
Goodfellow,  for  insunoe — full  of  life  and  glee, 
and  good-humour,  and  innocc-ut  mischief — a 
tricksy  spirit,  difficult  to  roanagi-,  but  kJtKily 
withal,  and  uwful  after  his  own  fashion,  though 
occasionally   betrayed   into   mistakes  by  over- 
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ibrcwdness,  just^as  uther  hoy*  blunder  from 

uupiditj.       Instead   c^  oonvejrinf;  b   im-ssaj^e 

■unl  for  word  a«  delivered,  accordiDg  lo  the 

laudable  pmctice  of  the  errsnd  gods  and  god- 

dcMe»,    the    Mercurys  and  lriite.«  in    Honier'* 

iiDinorta]  poctns,*  Maater  Ben  tiath  a  Irick  uf 

llhinking  for  his  master,  and  clogging  his  origi- 

missive  with  certain  amendmenta  or  addi- 

dauMs  hatched  in  his  own  fertile  brain. 

OecBSiQiuilly,  alto,  he  t>  rntl>er  super-subtle 

Ilia  rigid  care  of  bis  master's  interesl,  und 

^Acrcise*   an   over-Mniputotis   watchfulness  in 

where  less  caution  would  be  more  aRrPi- 

lable.     At  this  very  last  fair,  for  inxtancc,   we 

!  had  a  bone  to  sell,  which  was  oonlided  to  a 

Dei^ibouring  farmer   to  dispose  of,   with  the 

usual  charges  against  being  overreached  in  his 

bargain,  or  defrauded  of  the  money  when  sold. 

"  I'll  see  to  that."  responded  Ben,  Inking  the 

words  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  slow,  civil  farmer 

•  "netchoolmaiterTSirbnMdl"    If  Bwf  he  ardTeU 

I  Ae  point  of  ladiinK  Gnck  to  the  fuiUK  tauuwa  of  the 

bidhcv,  Uio  atibk,  >ik1  tha  MrvnaU'  ball,  wbich  rmllj' 

not  nnlikelir,  I  hope  Iw  mil  tliiccl  theii  p«iticulai 

[siwlimi  lo  IbiMe  pat*  of  the  Had  and  (Mytaey. 
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dmtM  as  sniiurt  and  talka  u  fine  as  his  vaJei 
— Iiras  best  to  secure  the  inonej  if  lie  were 
(m  times  over  a  barooet.  You  can  Idl  him, 
(bough,  that  I  did  not  know  him,  if  you  liktr, 
gn*,  the  next  time  you  meet."  And  tfa«  whitr 
ffb  was  told  accordingly,  and  the  affront  bap. 
pfly  got  over. 

'  Ttuft  fact,  however  ilFustrativc  of  Mnster 
Bm's  general  character,  has  nothing  to  do  with 
our  present  Ktory,  though, ««  tlie  denovement  of 
the  tiimbourine  adventure  took  place  on  the  same 
day,  the  two  legends  may  be  considered  as  in 
some  Hmall  degree  connected. 

Amongst  Ben's  other  peculiarities  was  n 
strong  faculty  of  Imitation,  which  be  puKM-sscd 
h  common  with  monkeys,  magpies,  and  other 
cioverand  mischicroun  animals,  but  which,  in 
M»  particular  cas*-,  applied  as  it  gonvraUy  was 
lo  copying,  so  correct  a  mode)  n»  John  s-rvcd 
as  a  sort  of  counterpoise  to  his  more  volatile 
propenntiee,  something  like  the  ballast  tu  the 
ship,  or  the  balance'whce)  to  the  machinery. 
The  point  to  which  ihiit  was  carried  was  really 
ladicnnts.      If  y*'"  ^^  John  in  the  garden  car- 
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lyiag  a  ^ixk,  too  were  prettj  sunr  to  k«  Ben 
Mkuni^  bin  armed  vhfa  i  rake.  Whvn  John 
mT  ^eranianu  after  the  common 
of  pouring  vater  idIo  the  pot»,  Ben 
k«pl  daw  brittnd  him,  with  a  smaller  implc- 
ntmt.  pDont^  the  ntnAing  rlemrtit  into  (he 
paftfc  Wliibt  Jofan  wiAvd  on«  vh««]  of  m; 
IKMT  phaeton,  Ben  was,  at  th«  tieir-»uue  nio- 
1,  wnbtng  another.  Wvre  a  pair  of  &hoes 
lo  be  bbdced,  »  sure  as  John  tusonied 
the  bruA  to  polish  the  right  fboe.  Ben  took 
poucsaion  of  the  lelt.  He  cleaned  the  forks  to 
John's  ktUTes ;  aad  if  •  eoal  were  to  be  bealeo, 
»ou  were  oertaiu  to  hear  the  two  boys  ibump- 
ing  away  at  once  on  dilTcTent  sides. 

Of  ctHine,  if  thi»  propensity  were  obacrvaWe 
in  (beir  work,  it  became  infinitely  more  m  in 
their  amuwmentA.  If  John  played  marblr«,  so 
did  Ben ;  if  cricket,  there,  in  the  rfune  game, 
and  on  the  same  ride,  was  Ben.  If  the  one 
went  a-mitting.  you  were  sure  in  the  «4f-«an»e 
MtpM.-  to  tind  hi*  faithful  adlierral ;  and  wlieo 
iohn  liL'l  winter  bought  a  fiddle  and  took  to 
hmroing  music,  it  followed,  a»  a  matter  of  oecet«- 
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lii^,   Uiat  Ben   abould   become   niiisim]   aJto. 
Tbe  onlj  difficulty  was  the  choice  of  an  instru- 
ment.    A  fiddle  wtu  out  of  the  questioD,  Qol 
only  bcciuiitc  the  price  was  beyond  hi»  finances, 
and  Urgvf  than  oiiy  pmlwhlc  sum  out  of  which 
be  could  reason^ly  expect  to  cuax  thoae  who 
wrongfully  enough    were  accufted  of  Kpoiling 
bini — the  young  gontk-niBn  being  what  ia  vul- 
garly callud  rpMlcd  lung  before  he  came  into 
their  bjuid« — but   IxM^nuve   Ma»ti-r  Ben   had  u 
very  rational    aiid  well-founded   doubt  of  his 
uwn  patience,  (John^  besides  bis  real  tuve  of  the 
art,  being  naturally  of  a  plodding  diapositioo, 
widdy  different   from  the   mercurial   teinperu- 
meot  of  his  iigbt-bi^rtvtl  aud  light-headed  fol- 
lower.) and  deaircd  to  obtiiin  Mime  implement 
of  sound)  (for  he  was  not  wry  partitJular  at  to 
its  sweetDcu),  on  whieh  he  might  with  all  po&- 
nbie  »peed  obtain  sufficient  skill  to  accompany 
his  comrade  in  his  incesiant,  and  at  tirst  most 
untunable,  practice. 

Ben's  original  trial  was  on  on  uhl  battered 
flageolet,  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  ostler  at 
the  Rose,  for  whom  he  occauonally  performed 
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odd  jobs,  which  at  first  was  obstinately  mule  tn 
spite  of  nil  )iii>  blowiDgs,  and  vtK-n  it  did  be- 
come vocal  under  bU  Ktmiuoux  effurtit,  cinitted 
such  a  serieii  of  alternate  aJineks,  aud  groans, 
and  squeaks,  aa  fairly  frightened  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  made  John  stop  his  e*n.  So  Ben 
found  it  convenient  to  put  aside  that  instru- 
ment, which,  in  spite  of  the  ostler's  producing 
from  it  a  very  rccpectable  imitation  of  "  Auld 
Lang  Syne,"  Ben  pronounced  to  be  completely 
good  for  nothing. 

His  next  attempt  was  on  a  flute,  which  look> 
cd  nifficieiilly  sltapeable  and  glittering  to  hare 
bdongrd  to  a  far  higher  performer,  and  which 
was  pre«cnlrd  to  him  by  our  excellent  neigh- 
bour Mr.  Murray's  smart  footman,  who  bciog 
often  at  our  hoiioc  witli  notes  and  me»age« 
from  hiH  mistress,  hod  become  captivated,  like 
his  betters,  by  Ben's  constant  gaiety  and  good- 
bumour — the  delightful  festivity  of  temper  and 
fearless  readincM  of  wit,  which  rrodcrvd  the 
poor  country>boy  mi  independent,  xo  happy, 
■nd  ao  enriaUc.  Mr.  Thoina«  presented  hit 
superb  flute  to  Ben — and  Ben  tried  for  three 
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vbdle  diiya  to  make  ic  ulter  any  mutid  —  but, 
ilui !  he    inc<\   in  vxin.     So  he  boDmUj  and 
tKiouurAbly  returned  the  gift  to  )Ir.  Thomas, 
whh  a  dcclaratioo  "  that  lie  bad  no  <ioubt  but 
ibe  flute  wita  an  excellent  flut«,  onlj  tbat  he 
hxl  nut  brcalb  to  play  on  it ;  be  was  afraid  of 
bi»  lunga."     Ben  afraid  of  bis  Iun^»!  whose* 
Toice  could  be  beard  of  a  windy  <Uy  from  one 
[«n«l  of  the  Tillage  street  to  tbc  other  —  ay,  to 
I  the  very  hlU-top,  rising  over  all  tbe  din  of  piga, 
■iieese,  cbildim,  carrioles,  borscs,  and  cows '.  Ben 
<  in  want  of  breath  !  Ben !  wbow  tonf^c,  during 
the   whole   four-and -twenty  hour«,   was   never 
fitUl  for  a  tnomenl,  except  whc-n  be  wa^  asleep, 
and  who  even  *lood  «u5tpected  of  talking  in  bis 
ilrcams !     Ben   in  want  of  breath!    However, 
he  got  out  of  tbe  tcrape,  by  observing,  that  it 
wat  only  oooimon  dvility  to  bis  friend,   Mr. 
Tbomaft,  to  lay  the  fault  on  himself  rather  than 
un  tbe  Sutet  which,  as  Ben  sagaciously,  nod, 
I  think,  truly  observed,  wa.i  Uke  tbe  razors  uf 
the  story,  "  made  for  sale  and  not  for  usa." 
Tbe  next  experiraenl  was  more  succCNxfuL 
It  so  happened  that  a  party  of  gipsies  had 
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pjlclm)  ihdr  tent  and  Ictlicrod  tli«dr  (kiokeTs 
in  Kilie^-luiH-,  wid  fowls  wrre  diHippcaring 
from  tlie  henrooHt,  and  linen  vaiiitliing  fnxn 
llie  clothes-line,  as  is  usual  where  «n  encamp^ 
nwnt  of  that  picturesque*  but  slippery  order 
of  vagabondn  tokes  pUcc.  The  party  in  c)uc«- 
don  ccmKiMcd  as  usual  of  Itdl,  Iran,  suspicious- 
looking  nirn,  411  aged  sihyl  or  two  of  forttinr- 
telling  aspect,  two  or  three  younger  women 
with  infants  at  their  backs,  and  children  of  all 


1  *  Dcsiilci  (h«ir  eminent  pictumqnctwM,  dwic  hi  ■ 
pocticad  feeling  iboul  tlivac  wandctiiig  iribw,  thai  ou 
bardljr  fM\  to  iuwrast,  Tht  futluwing  uwcdoie,  illuatiuite 
of ihii  ftcl,  ta  new  to  me,  anil  mn^r  Ut  fo  to  ny  mdcn ; — 
(Jot  tu\i!  ([iring  momin^,  a  frirni)  of  mine  nw  ■  ftitit^ 
[[ipsy-gitl  jumping  and  clappiug  tiec  lianila,  anil  tbcultng 
to  nn  elderly  female,  "  1  have  d«n«  it  I  1  have  done  it  r 
^'  Done  wh»t  t"  iniiuircil  my  Ihend— "  Sc»  oay  foot  oa 
nine  daiiira  at  once,  tna'nm,"  «ru  ihc  reply ;  and  then  tb* 
and  the  vtder  one  Iwgui  chanting  a  loag,  ibe  bairtliitn  of 
lAich  was,  u  nvaHy  lu  iheii  nudiireM  could  tccoUmh,  a* 
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'  Summer  it  como, 

With  tlie  daily  bud, 
To  gladden  uur  lents 

By  the  merry  greeu  wood ; 
Summer  i*  come!  Suiubw  is  conwl" 
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and  »ize»,  front  tiftiTCn  (lownwardtt.     On« 
)a3,  apparently  about  our  hero's  t^e,  Uutcon- 
niderably  larger,  bad  struck  up  an  acquaint- 
ance with  Ben,  who  u»ed  to  pau  that  way  to 
fetch  a  dole  of  milk  from  our  kind  neij^ibuiira 
the  Murrays,  and   usually  took   his  mnstrr's 
greyhound*  witli  liim  fur  <wmp«ny :   aiid  had 
made  suflivient  advances  lowardH  familiarity  to 
cha]icngu  him   to  a  courang  expedition,   pro> 
mifing  itiat  tlK-ir  curs  should  find  hare*,  pro- 
vided the  greyhounds  would  catch  them ;  and 
even  endeavouring  to  pique  him  on  the  point  of 
honour  (for  IJcn  w»s  obviously  proud  of  his 
besuliful  ami  hij>Mm-(l  dogn),  by  in«inuutiiig 
thai  ihe  game  might  tie  more  easily  found  than 
caught.     Ben,    however,    too    conversant  with 
(tie  game-laws  to  fall  into  tint  snare,  laugfaed 
U  the  gipity-l>oy,  and  {wssed  ([uivily  on  his  way 
The  next  day,  Dick  (for  uich  whn  the  nnnic 
of  bis  new  acquaintance)  made  an  attack  upoii 
Ben,  aAer  a  diClereni  fwhion,  and  witli  a  more 
favourable  result. 

PcTchi-d  on  a  knoll,  under  a  fine  dump  of 
oaks,  Bt  R  lurning  of  the  lane,  slooil  ihe  gip«y- 
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boy,  bpsting  the  inarcl)  in  Bluebeard,  with  the 
most  mpfirovcd  flotiHtbcs,  on  b  tambourine  of 
the  Iftr^cst  «««.  B^-n  wax  enchanted.  He 
loitered  to  liiiten,  stopped  to  admire,  praceed«d 
to  question  Dick  as  to  the  ownership  of  the 
instrument,  and  on  findinj;  tluit  this  splendid 
implement  of  noise  was  the  lad's  own  property, 
and  to  be  sold  (o  the  beat  bidder,  commenrad 
a  chaffering  and  bar^ining,  which  in  its  va< 
rioux  mo()ifi<;«tionM  of  beating  down  on  one  sid4>, 
and  crying  up  on  the  other,  and  pretended  ia- 
diftereitce  on  both,  lasted  Ave  days  and  a  half, 
and  finally  became  the  happy  poMe<iM>r  nf  the 
tambourine,  for  the  sum  of  four  shillings — half 
a  guinea  having  been  the  prire  originally  de- 
manded. ^IM 
Who  now  so  triumphant  as  Ben !  The  lain?  " 
bourine  (though  greatly  the  wotm:  for  wear) 
was  still  a  most  indent  promoter  of  din,  and 
for  four-and-twenty  hours  (for  J  really  brtlcve 
that  during  the  lirst  night  of  its  l>elonging  to 
him  the  boy  never  went  to  bed)  it  was  one 
incesMnt  tornado  of  beating,  jingling,  and  rum- 
bling— tbc  whole  houK  WAG  deafened  by  the 
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httolcTable  soue  wbkb  tfae  enriiptuml  laiU' 
bourioist  was  pleaaed  to  call  uitisJc.  At  the 
cmil  of  th«t  time  (Ik  parcbmenl  (olreaily  prvlly 
well  wore)  fairly  craclted,  lu  well  it  might, 
uiiil«r  such  unmercirul  ponimcUing,  end  a  new 
head,  as  Ben  called  it,  became  iti-ccMOry.  It 
bad  been  warranted  to  wear  for  fix  tn»nih>, 
ooder  pain  of  forfL-iling  ciffh  It-en -pence  by  (he 
farmer  posMiwor;  but  on  repairing  to  fCibc's* 
lait«,  Vkk  and  his  whole  tribe,  tents,  donkeys, 
aad  CUM,  had  dtaappesred,  and  the  evil  was  to 
far  without  remedy.  The  porchascr  had  ex- 
hausted his  fuade;  everybody  was  too  much 
out  of  humour  with  the  noise  to  think  of  coiw 
tribuling  money  to  promote  its  renewiU,  and 
any  oitiei'  boy  would  have  ilespaired. 

But  Ben  was  n  lad  uf  reM>uroe.  Amoii)^ 
Us  various  friends  and  patrons  he  numbered  the 
j^room  of  an  emioeut  solicitor  in  Belfurd,  to 
■horn  be  suted  his  com-,  begging  bim  to  pro- 
cure for  bim  some  ri'vcnionary  pardiuiL^nl, 
ua)ned,or  blotted,  or  discoloured,  or  what  not^ 
toy  thing  would  do,  so  that  it  were  whole ;  and 
rbe  eroom  was  iot(.Tc«tcd,  and  stated  the  case  to 
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ihe  head  clerk  ;  and  ihi.'  clerk  wo*  smused,  and 
conveyed  the  petition  to  his  mttsl«r ;  and  lh«- 
master  laughed,  and  sent  Ben  forthwith  a 
ciincclled  deed  ;  and  t)H'  ttunbourint:  wai  mend- 
ed ;  and  for  anoltivr  four-ond-lwenty  hours  we 
were  stunned. 

At  (he  end  of  that  time,  havinf;  laid  down 
the  instrument  from  {>ure  weariness,  his  left 
arm  In-ing  ttifT  from  holding  and  to»sing,  and 
his  right  knuckles  raw  from  thumping,  Ben 
dejMMiited  his  beloved  tiea^ure  in  a  nook  which 
be  bttd  esjwcially  prepared  for  it  In  the  stable : 
and  on  going  to  jiay  it  a  vj«it  ilie  next  morning, 
llie  dear  tambourine  was  gone  —  vanished  — 
sloleti — lost,  as  we  all  thought,  for  ever!  and 
jMMir  Ben  wok  so  grieved  at  the  loi^  of  hia  play- 
thing, that,  nuisance  as  (be  din  had  been,  we 
could  not  t>e1p  being  sorry  too,  and  had  actualtv 
commibMioned  him  to  look  out  for  anattut 
second-band  instrumviit,  and  promiml  to  ad- 
vance the  purchaMsmoney,  when  tlie  aspect  of 
aAiirs  waN  suddenly  changed  by  the  adventure 
before  alluded  to,  which  occurred  at  the  great 
cbeeafr-fair  at  BeUbrd. 
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After  receiving  the  money  from  8ir  Hobert — 
or  rxther,  after  Rcttin^  his  check  cashed  at  the 
bank,  snd  deliverinjr  ih<;  hone  to  the  groum,  an 
I  have  before  atateil, — Ben  having  tnUttfcnvd 
the  notes  to  his  master,  and  receive<l  hair-»> 
crawD  to  purchatc  a  ruiriiig,  proceeded  totolacr 
himself  b^  taking  a  leisurely  view  of  the  dif> 
fnent  shows,  and  having  laughed  at  Punch, 
•tared  at  the  wild-bea»ls,  and  admired  the  horns 
ntaneliip,  was  about  to  enter  n  booth,  to  enjoy 
the  delight  of  «  thrcvpviiny  pluy>  wlicn,  on  » 
platfarm  in  front,  where  the  characters,  in  full 
OMtume,  were  exhibiting  themselves  to  attract 
an  audience  to  the  entertainment  about  to  coni- 
HHDCe,  he  was  struck  liy  the  apparition  of  a 
blark  boy  in  a  turban,  flourishing  a  tambou- 
rine, and  ID  spite  of  the  change  of  colour  in  the 
|:^yeT,  nnd  a  g(*o(l  deal  of  new  gilding  on  the 
inttruniciit,  vras  instantly  convinced  that  he 
beheld  hiM  quondam  friend  Dick  the  gipsy,  and 
Ins  own  beloved  tambouriDC ! 

Ben  waa  by  no  means  a  person  to  suficr  such 
»  discovery  to  poka  unimproved  ;  he  clambered 
an  the   railing    that    surrounded   the  bixith. 
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lupod  on  the  plalfortD,  seized  at  one  clutch 
the  i[M>truniit)t  oik)  tivc  pvrfonner,  and  in  spite 
of  the  renittance  offered  by  a  gentleman  in  ■ 
helmet  and  spangleH,  a  most  Amazonian  lady 
in  a  robe  and  diadem,  and  a  personafrp,  sex  un- 
knonn,  in  a  pair  of  silver  wings,  gold  trousers, 
and  a  Brutus  wig,  he  tucopcdixl  in  auulcrbg 
the  soi-duaat  negro-boy,  and  raisiDg  such  a  cla- 
mour as  brought  to  his  aMi!4anov  a  troop  of 
cooHtablea  and  other  oflictals,  and  half  the  nob 
of  the  fair. 

Ben  Kx>n  made  known  his  grievaQce.  "  He 'a 
no  blackamoor  !"  shouted  the  lad,  dexterously 
cleaning  with  n  wrttvd  finger  part  of  the  cheek 
of  the  simulated  African,  and  disooTeriog  the 
tannwl  brown  skin  underneath.  "  He's  a  thief 
and  a  gipsy  '  And  this  is  my  tambouriiir  !  I 
can  prove  the  fact  T  roared  Ben.  "  I  can  awHV 
to  the  parchment,  and  so  can  lawyer  LyooB," 
added  Ben  (digplaying  the  mutilated  but  derk- 
like  writing,  by  which  Simon  I.Ackland,  Em]- 
awigncd  over  to  Daniel  lloldfasl,  Gmt.  the 
autDur  and  demesnes,  woods  and  fisheries,  park- 
hud*  and  piglitlcs,  of  Flyaway>  iu  conuder»< 
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tion,  and  so  forth).  "  I  can  swear  tn  my  tam- 
bourine, and  so  can  \uy  master,  and  so  can  ttw 
lawyer  I  Take  us  (o  (ttc  bench !  Carry  us  be- 
tan  the  Mayor  !  I  can  swear  to  thv  tauibou- 
tine,  and  tbe  thief  who  is  playing  it,  wliu  is  no 
more  «  negro  than  I  am  !"  pursued  Hen,  snevp- 
mg  off  anoth<*r  Ktreak  of  the  burnt  cork  froui 
the  sunburnt  face  uf  tbe  )uckle»  Dick.  "  I'm 
Doctor  &I.'s  boy,"  bawled  Ben,  *'  and  he'll  mx 
lae  righted,  aod  iJie  tanibounne'a  mine,  and  I'll 
have  it !" 

And  have  it  he  did  ;  for  the  lawyer  and  hi* 
muter  both  happened  to  be  within  hearing,  and 
boce  satisfactory  testimony  to  his  veracity ;  and 
the  loob,  who  love  to  administer  summary  jus. 
tier,  laid  hold  of  the  eiilprtt,  whom  Ben,  having 
Rciivered  hiit  pn>|)criy,  was  willing  to  let  ofl' 
MM-free,  and  amused  themselves  with  very  lite- 
nUy  washing  thv  blackamoor  white  by  meano 
of  a  sound  ducking  in  th«  nearoil  hor»«-pond. 
And  tho  tamixiurine  was  brought  home  in 
triumph;  and  we  are  as  much  stunned  as  ever. 
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At  111*  corner  of  St.  StrphenV  chiirch-ynnJ, 
fliHiniiig  a  !wrt  of  nngle  al  tl»e  meeting  of  four 
roadx,  stAnds  a  small  shop,  tbe  front  abutting 
tin  (litf  opt-ii  B[Mtcc  CJiUH-d  by  tbt-  croMiDg  of 
ihe  streets,  one  aide  looking  into  lite  Butts,  tbe 
othrr  into  Uio  churcb-yard,  Bod  one  end  only 
connected  with  othn*  homes;  a  circumstano* 
whidi,  joined  to  ih«  tliree  open  sides  being, 
»o  to  say,  glaatcd— Jitcmlly  composed  of  shop- 
windowi^  gives  an  agreeable  niflgularity  to  the 
little  dwelling  of  our  fruiterer.  By  day  it  looks 
tomethiiig  like  a  gmMihoute,  or  rather,  like  tbe 
laxi  of  a  row  of  stove-houses;  and  the  Rseni- 
'bUnee  is  incrcwcd  by  the  cootenla  of  tbe  ^hup-,, 
windows,  consisting  of  Urge  piled^up  platen  ol  i 
every  fruit  in  season,  interspersed  with  ix-rtaiD* 
pots  of  plants  which,  in  thai  kind   of  aimo. 
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Sphere,  DcvLT  blow,  —  outlandish  plants,  nomcN 
uaknowD,  whose  grwn,  fleshy,  regular  leaivs 
hare  a  lori  of  fruity-look  with  them,  seem  as  if 
intended  to  be  ratcn,  iind  assort  wonderfully  well 
with  the  flhadilockx,  dates,  cocoa-nuts,  pine-ap- 
ples, and  other  rare  antl  rori-i^i  fniilN,  iiinungst 
which  they  stand.  By  night  it  has  the  atr  of  a 
Chinese  lantern,  all  tight  and  colour ;  and 
whether  by  niglit  or  by  day,  during  full  eight 
months  of  the  year,  that  ever-open  door  sends 
forth  the  odours  of  countless  chests  of  oranges, 
with  which  above  al)  other  productions  of  the 
earth  th4^  little  shop  is  filled,  and  which  come 
sleaauug  acrw^  tlie  [Mvement  like  a  perfume. 

I  have  an  exceeding  affection  for  oranges  and 
the  smell  of  oranges  in  every  shape:  the  leaf, 
the  flower,  the  whole  flowering  tree,  with  its 
exquisite  elegance,*  its  rare  union  of  richness 

*  So  elegant  U  it,  liiU  Ibe  Tcry  «MociuioQ  connccttd 
«)&  (t  will  tomtUmts  coofer  a  gran  not  ib  own.  For 
immiM,  an  indifferent  pla;  called  EInn,  Ukcn  from  the 
SfMdak  SMM  two  huodiwl  jtan  a^  by  G*ot^  t>'gt<7  F-"! 
rfBttttol,  >*  mlljr  mado  Uitcful  by  th«  ncrnc  bi;iag  laid 
p*nly  soMagat  ih*  aran{;e.gKiTt*  of  a  Spanish  ^rdcu,  auil 
pn)j  \o  tlie  "  pcrlbmuig  room,"  a  hall,  or  latwrstorr, 
*bm  the  Sowers  wcr«  dtrtilled,  and  in  which  ih«  tniUrtts 
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and  dt-lk-»cy,  and  its  •hBtocralic  wudtj  and 
unwillingncu  to  blossom,  or  evea  to  grow  in 
thi»  dimnte,  without  light  and  h«flt,aDd  shelter 
wul  Kir,  and  all  the  appliances  which  it«  sweet- 
aeo  and  bvauty  «o  well  deserve.  I  even  love 
that  Iwlf-cvcrgreen,  flexible  honey*uckW,  with 
the  long  wreaths  of  flowers,  which  does  conde- 
scend to  spread  and  flourish,  and  even  to  falow 
for  half  the  year,  all  the  better,  bccsu»  its  fra- 
granoe  approachre  nearer  to  that  of  the  orange 
bloMom  than  any  other  tlial  1  know :  and  the 
golden  fruit  with  its  gtJden  rind,  1  have  lorcd 
botli  for  the  Kent  and  the  la&te  frotn  the  <lay 
when  a  tottering  child,  laughing  aod  reaching 
after   the   prize    which   I   had   scarcely  words 

(c<t  one  of  her  atuodiuatt,  a  ladj  in  dngujcr,  th«  prHty 
tttk  of  (aUiciUf  and  changinfi  iho  Bowcn.  N»  OM  Ota 
coooH*e  Ibc  cStcl  of  Utu  lasicful  &iing  Ot  th«  iceDC,  in 
beighMiing  and  ainobliuc  dw  fcRuke  chuMlen.  Out  own 
gretBhoutM  wsre  edginally  Imilt  for  tMuUr  tvttgiwfu, 
ckiafl}  oniigM  aod  njitln ;  mwl  ui  ona^^cty  i>  Mill  ana  c4 
lh«  nreti  «bc1  moat  •tenant  qifHnUMnoca  la  a  fnat  bouse. 
Suae  of  my  bi4ipiMt  daft  w(m  sptU  in  that  btkngitif  U 
BaUbid  Uanet-houM,  lookiaf  mil  frotn  amid  owpte  m«s. 
•eecnd  *al7  V)  Ukmc  ai  lUmpuw  Coatt,  oa  gajr  flowsn, 
grem  tiuil.  Md  a  bright  rittt,  in  Cat  raanr  mgolh  of  Jooe, 
and  «veyiBg  wtinj  wortfay  of  ibe  •coKtr. 
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enough  to  aek  for,  it  was  doled  out  to  me  in 
quarters,  througli  the  time  when,  a  little  otderi 
I  WM  promoted  to  the  possesion  of  half  ao 
orange  to  my  onn  slutrv,  untl  that  still  iiroudur 
hour  when  I  attained  the  object  of  my  ambition, 
and  had  a  whole  orange  to  do  what  I  Hkod  with, 
up  to  this  Tvry  DOW,  when,  if  oranges  vck  still 
thin^  to  Kigh  for,  I  bare  only  to  send  to  >frs. 
UoUis'a  !tho|ii,and  receive- in  rrluni  for  om- shil- 
ling, lawful  money  of  Great  Britain,  more  of 
the  golden  fruit  than  I  know  what  to  do  with. 
Everybody  has  gone  through  this  chapter  of 
the  growth  and  vanity  of  human  wishee  —  bag 
loDi^  for  the  fruit,  not  only  for  ltd  own  sweet- 
BBSS,  but  a*  a  mark  of  property  and  power, 
which   vanisli  when   possc&<ed — great  to  the 
child,  to  the  woman  DOlhini;.     But  I  still  lore 
orangro  better  ai>d  care  for  them  more  than 
grown  people  usually  do,  and  above  all  thingx  1 
like  the  unell ;  the  rathrr,  perhaps,  that  it  pulH 
toe  in  mind  of  the  days  when,  at  tchoiA  in  I^m- 
don,   I  used  to  go  to  thti  play  so  often,  and 
iway»  found  the  bouw  sccntnl  with  the  quaii- 
of  orange-peel  in  the  pit,  to  llvat  to  this 
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course-  with  hrr  friendti  and  cu&lomers,  (terms 
vbich  in  Iter  cAne  were  nearly  ^jnouymuus,) 
ryea  although  the)-  wl»-ancod  no  nearer  toward* 
the  sRDctuni  than  thi^  step  at  tlic  door.  Thvre 
(be  bus  preMtlctl,  the  very  pnesieiiK  of  thai 
temple  of  Pcmiuna,  for  more  years  than  I  can 
•ell  reckon, — from  her  youth  (if  ever  she  were 
young),  to  now,  when,  although  far  froni  look- 
ing so,  site  must,  I  suppose,  according  to  the 
register,  be  ttccountrd  old-  What  can  have 
preserved  her  in  thi.t  vigoruu*  freshness,  unlets 
it  be  the  aroma  of  the  onuigeH,  nobody  can  tell. 
There  she  sits,  a  tall,  stout,  square,  upright 
figure,  surmounted  by  a  pleasant  comely  face, 
eyes  as  blacic  as  a  sloe,  chocks  as  round  as  an 
apple,  and  a  complexion  as  ruddy  as  a  pc«ch, 
as  fine  a  tpedim-n  nf  a  licallhy,  beany  English 
tradeswoman,  the  feminine  of  "  John  Bull,"  M 
one  would  desire  to  see  on  a  .lummer  day. 

One  drcumstance  which  haa  probably  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  that  want  of  change  in 
ber  ap[)earancG,  which  makes  people  who  have 
been  away  from  Belford  for  twenty  years  or 
more  declare  that  everything  was  altered  ex- 
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cept  Mn.  UolUs,  bul  that  she  uhI  her  tbap 
were  u  if  the;  had  kft  it  only  yestenUy,  U 
undoubtedlr   her   singular  adherence   to    one 
Mjrie  of  dress — ■  style  irhich  m  her  youth  must 
htn;  had  the  cSwt  of  making  her  look  old,  but 
which  now.  at  a  more  advanced  period  of  life, 
suit*  her  exactly.     Her  costume  ii  very  ne«lt 
and   as  it   nerer  can  have  been  at  any  tiae 
faahtuDabte,  has  the  great  advantage  of  never 
looking  old-fa«hioncd.      Fancy  a  dark  gowo, 
the  sleeves  reaching  joM  below  the  elbow*  cot- 
ton in  summer,  stuff  or  men'no  in  winter,  wilfa 
dark   mittOM  to  nirel    llic  slecrcs;    a    white 
double    niuslin    handkerchief   outside  of    (he 
gown,  and  a  hand*ome  &hawl  over  that,  piDnad 
•o  as  not  to  meet  in   front ;  a  nbite  apron,  a 
aiu«lin  cap  with  a  higttisli   fumial   crown,  a 
plaited  muslin   bonier  trimmed   with   narrow 
edging,  (I  dtat  say  she  nrrer  wore  such  a  gew- 
gaw ay  a  bit  of  net  in  her  life,)  a  pUilnl  Mm- 
mum  to  match  fastened  lo  the  cap  at  either  ear, 
and  n  bit  of  mbcr-colourcd  sadn  ribbon  pinned 
round   without  bow  or  any  other  accompanU 
nent  i  imagine  all  (his  delicatdy  neat  and  dean. 
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and  you  wilt  bave  some  twdoD  of  Mn.  Hollis. 

There  is  a  spice  of  coquetry  in  this  ootlume— 

,  at  least  there  would  be  if  adopteil  with  mtlice 

fticpcnse,  it  is  fio  becoming.      But  as  she  it 

iprobablr    wholly   uDoonficiouft  oS  its   peculiar 

allurvm^ni,  *!>«;  lias  i)ic  advanla^  without  the 

^•in,   the   charm   **  without   the   illness  should 

Itlcnd  it." 

Nobody   Ihnt  knew  Mrs.  tlollis  would  aus. 

her  of  co«iii^ry,  or  of  anjrthing  implying 

Bgn  or  oontrivatice  of  any  sort.     8bv  was  a 

[thoroughly  plain  and   simple-minded  woman, 

and  open  in  word  and  deed,  with  an 

uncompromisiRg    freedom    of   »pcoch,    and   a 

,llin^tnoss  and   singleness  of  purpme,   which 

lADtver  better,  even  as  rrgards  worldly  pro»- 

^pcrity.  than  the  cunning  or  the  cautious  would 

|.allow  themselves  to  believe.     There  was  not  a 

,  bolder  talker  in  all  Belfonl  than  Mrs.  Hollis, 

who  saw    in  the  course  of  the  day   people  of 

'all  ranks,  from  my  lord  in  his  coronet  carriage, 

Lto  the  tittle  boys  who  cami?  for  hs')torthK  or 

tn'orths  of  inferior  fruit*  (judiciouMly  pre- 

;  the  liberality  and  civility  of  a  great  shop 
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(o  tbe  chmter;  and  iasolcnce  of  the  inferior 

cfaapwonuo,  who  mikcs  idodpjt  by  the   poor 

ordiinG  and  snubs  tbcm  all  ibc  wfaQe) :  from 

the  county  mcntbcr'a  wife  to  ibv  milk-woman'a 

daughtrr,   everybody  dealt  with  Mrs.  Bollis, 

■nd  with  alt  of  ib«n  did  Mrs.  Hollu  chat  with 

a  mixtOK  of  good  bamour  and  good  spiriti^ 

of  per&ct  case  and  perfect  respectfulness,  which 

msdc  her  one  of  the  most  popular  p<TM)n«ges 

in  Uk  town.      As  a  gossip  she  was  iocampar- 

able.     She  kite*  e\tryhody  and  ererything,  and 

everything  about  everybody ;  had  always  the 

freshest  intcUigence  and  the  newest  news ;  her 

reports,  like  her  plums,  had  the  bloom  on  them, 

and  fit  would  as  much  hare  sconted  to  palm 

opoa  you  an  old  piece  of  scandal  as  to  aeod 

you   strawberries    that    had    been    two    days 

gathered.       Moreorer,    coofidenng    ihc    vast 

quantity  at  chit-chat  of  which  die  was    th« 

channel,  (for  it  was  eooiputed  that  the  whole 

gossip  of  Belford  passed  through  her  shop  ooo^ 

four-and.twiiity     hours,     like    the    W 

through  the  Ik-att,)  it  was  really  astonishiog^ 

bow  authentic  on  the  whole   her  uictligcoce 
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was;  mistakes  and  n)tH-&tatnn«nts  of  cotirsi- 
ihef?  were,  and  a  pleotirul  quantity  of  exag- 
pratioa  ;  but  of  actttal  falsehood  there  wa^ 
ootnpanitiv«Iy  little,  and  of  Irulti,  or  nf  what 
ipfiroached  to  truth,  positively  much.  If  one 
told  a  piece  of  news  out  of  Mrs.  HoIHh's  shop, 
it  was  almoiit  an  eren  wager  that  it  was  sub- 
riiuitiiilly  correct.  And  of  what  other  goN«i(t- 
thop  can  one  fay  m>  much  ? 

Chit-c)iat,  however,  eminently  as  ^e  excelled 
in  it,  wa*  not  the  M>rt  of  discuuriic  whicli  our 
good  fruiterer  preferred.  Her  la«tv  lay  in  highvr 
topics.     Shr  was  a  keen  pulilician,  a  zealous 
partisan,  a  red-bnt   reformer,  and  to  declaim 
againMl  taxes  and   tories,    an<l   poor-rates  and 
tninister* — subjects  which  she  handled  as  fami- 
liarly as  her  pippins — was  the  lavciurite  pastime 
ti  our  Fruiten-r.     Friend  or  foe  mad«  little 
liifferenct;  with   this  free-xjKiken  lady,   except 
lliat   perhapa  she   preferred   the  piquancy  of 
a  guod-humoured  skirmish  with  u  political  ad- 
terwry  to  the  flatness  of  an  af^rccniciit  with  a 
political  ally  ;  and   it  is  faying  n<rt  a  little  for 
tory  good-humour,  that  her  antagonists  listened 
tOLI.  » 
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aiid  lauf^ied,  aiid  bou«ht  hrr  fin'^peB  and  oranj^ 
jiut  as  tiuk-tiv  after  a  diatribe  of  her  f&frhioa 
aA  before.  I  rail)«r  think  that  thcj  Hkcd  her 
oratory  belter  tbao  the  wbigs  did^it  ainuaed 
them.* 

A  contested  electioD  luroB  her  and  her  khofi 
topEV-turvy.  One  wonders  bow  ahe  lives 
ihniujih  tbe  exdienient,  and  how  she  oontrives 
lo  obtain  and  exhibit  the  state  of  the  poll 
alnoel  OS  it  seems  before  the  candidates  them- 
selwa  can  know  the  numbers.  It  oven  pats 
her  Bober-vuited  attirv  out  uf  counlenancr. 
Gre«  and  nnungc  bcrag  the  colours  of  her 
purtj*  ibe  puts  on  two  cockades  of  that  tivery, 
wUdi  wit   as  ill  with  bcr  coMume  as  ibej 

■  A*  ■*>  ataaCiJaa  both  of  btr  panioc  for  poUtxs,  mkI 
gf  It*  ««y  tD  *Ud>  <aa  H  w  iiilf  pniiiwuH  b^  iha  m^ 
j«el  ikM  hapfM  to  be  Ac  pmu  of  iMMiat  U  the  mmmmM, 
I  OMHI  bdp  rriiting  an  equnoqne  whtth  ooouned  hr- 
M«m  Mn.  Hath*  lad  cajwlf.  I  Imd  btt*  lo  LM>4oa  <iu 
il^ntril  bMtoM,  and  caiM  ■!  the  ihop  a  daj  oc  two 
■Itw  nf  rttani,  Md  o«t  Ihilc  mmtxHag  bcine  InMaoUd, 
kul  dvU  laquiris  u  to  Ac  beyih  tif  ihc  bnul;  nade  md 
mtfirrtA,  I  ww  going  afnjr,  wtwo  Mr*,  f  lol)i*«top|«d  mt 
I9  aikuig  ■*  bow  dMy  WH«  fmiai  CD  at  lb«  iwa  inu  beuM 
"OtUjtf»^lmm  Umd.Mm.tUOi.'- 
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Vf^uld  with  thai  of  a  Quaker ;  sh«  b(»»t»  «  gny 
ila^  at  her  <loor,  und  slicks  hrr  shop  all  over 
with  orangeit  and  latirt-Mi-nvcg,  so  that  it  vies 
m  decot-alion  widi  the  im-mbcr's  chair;  and  in 
return  for  this  devotion,  the  bund  at  an  t-lrclion 
lime  make  a  halt  af  uniiRual  duration  K-forv 
her  door,  (to  the  great  inoonvvni<m«e  of  the 
totiumeraHe  slage-coftchea  and  other  vehicles 
which  pass  that  well-frequented  corner,  which 
by  the  way  i»  the  high  road  to  London,)  and 
the  mnb,  especially  that  part  of  it  which  consists 
tif  little  boys  ami  jpri*.,  with  an  eye  to  a  dole 
of  nuts  or  cherries,  bcfrtow  upon  her  nlinott  n* 

^mamy  cheers  as  they  would  inHict  upon  the 
and  id  at  f  hiniM-lf. 
At  these  limes  Mr.  Holhs  (for  there  was  sudi 
Bl  t.  **Ko  iImIm,  ma'am,"  r«sp<inde<l  tlie  lady  of  Hm: 
■aife^op ;  "  but  *4i>i  Mil  b«  expccied  Troni  aueh 
■HagwnttM '"  Jusl  lh«D  froib  cuitomcn  unlcrcJ,  and  1 
atlhad  ofl  wotidcnni;  mliat  Jirt.  lloUiscuuld  Iibtu  Ii«ir1 
tl  Dnifj'-Lnie  asd  Covecit-Ganlcii,  and  ih?tr  rmpectivi' 
H^BnagtBimR,  anil  (lO"  Ac  came  u>  know  that  1  had 
tMB  IMtf^  tn  lba*c  troubled  iraten,  when  all  on  a  >udJ«>i 
a  aecaticJ  to  ni!  tliat,  itniqje  as  it  Menicd  Air  pto)>lc  lo 
Mlk  10  aaa  of  pnlitio,  die  niuxt  haw  meant  the  Houses  o( 
Uwdi  aa>I  Comaiona.    And  ra  aho  did. 
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■  penonagr,  short   and  thick  and  vn-j  dvtl) 
uaed  lo  make  his  apprornnoc  iu  (lie  m>m>)>,  ind 
lo  khow  his  ftdheaion  Iv  the  cauie  by  giving 
«  plumper  to  its  cluunpion ;  on  olhrr  occaaHias 
he    was    seldom  visible,   having  an   extensive 
market- garden  to  manage  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
lownj  and  being  for  the  most  part  engajted  in 
trotting  to  and  Tro  between  Mount  PlrUMUil  and 
the('hurch-)'ard  comer,  the  faitliful  reporter  of 
his  wife's  messages  and  orders,     Ae  you  might 
be  rertnin  nt  any  given  hour  to  find  Mrs.  Ho)- 
lis  at  her  post  behind  the  counter — for  little  as 
■he  looked  like  a  penmn  who  lived  without  «ai- 
ing,  she  never  seemed  to  retire  for  the  ordinary 
purposes  of  brcskfa&t  or  dinner,  and  even  ma- 
naged to  talk  (icundal  witltuut  its  unial  accom- 
paniment of  tea — w>  sure  were  you  lo  sec  her 
quiet  Nteody  husband  (one  of  the  bcst-natured 
and  hofiestest  men  in  the  place)  on  the  full  trot 
from  the  garden  to  (tie  sliop,  or  the  shop  to  the 
garden,  with  a  huge  fruit^basket  on  ooc  arm, 
and   his    tktlc    gran<l-daughter  Patty  on   the 
other. 

Patty  IluJIis  was  (he  unly  daughter  of  our 
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good  fruiterers'  only  ton;  and  brr  pareota 
having  (Iiim)  in  her  inriincy,  she  had  been  reared 
*hh  the  tendtn-neKM  which  is  usualljr  lieslowcd 
OD  the  only  remaJninj;  «cion  of  a  virtuous  iind 
happy  family  in  that  rank  of  life.  Her  gmrul- 
fsiher  etipecially  idulixi)  her;  made-  h«r  Ihe 
cooataat  eompaDiun  of  his  many  walks  to  the 
garden  on  the  ade  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  iiw 
stalled  her,  before  she  was  twelve  ynirs  of  age, 
leader  of  the  fniil-pickers,  and  su[HTiatendent 
of  ihe  gordeni-rx:  olliccs  in  which  sIk-  w  con- 
ducted herself  as  (o  ^ve  e<iual  satisfaction  to 
the  goTcrnon  and  the  governed,  tlie  prince  and 
the  people.  Never  was  vice-queen  more  po- 
lUr,  or  more  fortunate,  both  in  her  subjects 
ad  her  territory. 
It  would  have  been  difficult  to  find  a  prettier 
Ibit  of  ground  than  this  market-garden,  with  its 
teep  alopes  and  rocDontie  hollows,  its  groves 
fmit-tre«s,  its  thickets  of  berry-hushes,  and 
carpets  of  strawberries.  Quite  shut  out 
the  town  by  the  sudden  and  prrcipitoux 
of  the  hill,  it  opcncxl  to  a  cliarminfr  view  of 
Kennct,  winding  through  grwn  meadows, 
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■ad  Ibnacd  m  itMJf,  with  il»  troop  of  acdre 
labouncn,  mm,  woncD  mti  girU.  a  scene  of 
gnal  ■titmalinti;  utd  during  the  time  of  the 
pnriv  par-faluaooi,  the  mowy  cherry  and  the 
rosy  applo-WiiiMi,  uui  a^io  in  the  fruit  sca- 
na  (for  next  to  So»en  fruii  U  the  pfeltiest  of 
all  thiof^s).  a  accoe  of  great  bcautjr.  Tbeiv 
was  oBc  twrbcrry-bush,  rtanding  by  itxelf  on 
ibe  top  ot  *  knoU  of  strawberries,  which  waa 
mDy  a  iMclurr. 

Bui  by  far  the  »o*t  beautiful  part  of  thai 
fikHMtt  aecne,  «a»  the  young  fruit^gatberer, 
Patty  HdHis.  Her  complexion,  a  deep  rich 
brown,  with  lips  like  the  fruit  of  her  favourite 
barberry-trev,  and  che^s  coloured  like  dsmask 
ruaes,  suited  her  onrupation.  It  had  a  swrrt 
vunninc**  that  mighl  hare  beseemed  a  vintager. 
and  hanaoniaed  excellently  with  the  neb  tints 
of  the  cherries  and  curranu  with  which  her 
bukvt*  wore  so  often  o»cr-brimm«i.  She  had, 
too,  the  dear  black  eye,  with  its  long  Ush«a, 
oud  the  dark  and  gloasy  bair,  which  gire  such 
farightncas  to  a  brown  beauty.  But  the  real 
chann  of  her  cuuntenancv  was  its  expression. 
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,  The  smiles,  the  dimplM^ihe  look  uf  Rwcvtnen, 
'of  inDooei]ce,  of  perfect  coDlenl,  wrliich  bad 
been  delightful  to  look  upon  as  a  child, 
wcR  still  more  dvligbtful,  bccouae  to  mudi 
Boore  nre,  aa  ahe  advanced  towards  wooian> 
bood.  lliey  teemed,  and  tlu.7  were,  the  nisult 
of  a  diaracter  «quaU  v  cbarining,  frank,  gentle, 
aSecdoDate,  and  gay. 

\V'heD  about  Bcvcntcni,  Uiit  youlbful  bappi- 
Dns,  almost  too  bright  tu  l&»t,  wiu  over-cloud- 
ed by  a  great  minfortunc — the  death  of  tier  kind 
graiKlfiitber.     Poor  Patty's  grateful  heart  was 
*l   broken.     She   had  lost   one  who   had 
her  better  than  he  bad  loved  aoytbing  in 
Iflbe  world,  or  all  the  world  put  together;  and 
felt   (u  everybody   does  feel  on  such  an 
noa,  though  wiib  far  lesa  caute  tliaa  must 
us)  that  ber  own  duty  and  affection  had 
I  never  been  half  what  his  fondness  for  her  do 
Lst-rrcd,  —  that  bhe  bad  lost  her  truest  and  most 
[jMrtial  friend,  and  that  slid  sliuuld  D«Ter  be 
bappy  again.     So  deep  was  her  affliction,  that 
Irs.  HuUis,  herself  much  grieved,  was  obliged 
I  throw  aside  her  own  sorrow  to  comfort  Ikt 
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It  vu  no  nrnifort,  but  secoKil  rather  an 
sion  itf  |iftia,  to  find  Uut  the  tru  what,  con^- 
drnog  her  sUlion,  niig^ht  be  called  an  beireu, 
— that  &be  would  be  entitled  to  tome  hundmls 
on  her  [uorrioge  or  her  ooniing  of  age,  and  that 
the  bulk  of  the  properly  {accumnlatcci  by 
botKst  indtuin,-  and  a  watchful  but  not  meian 
frugality)  was  tec\iral  to  ber  after  the  death  of 
htr  grondmufher. 

Ttie  tru«tee«  to  the  property  and  executors 
of  (he  will,  who  were  al»o  joionl  .with  Mrs. 
UuUis  in  the  guardianship  of  hrr  grand daugfaii^j' 
werr  our  old  frinid  Stephen  Lane,  hi»  uau- 
neighbour  and  [xjitical  ally,  and  another  inti- 
mate acquoioionce,  who,  although  no  politiciao, 
was  a  prreon  of  great  and  deserved  tnSueacK! 
with  all  those  of  hii'  own  rank  who  hod  come 
in  cootacl  witli  hie  ocutencts  and  probity. 

Andrew  Graham*    was  a  Scotch  gardefivr, 

*  (K«  NoMhcra  daa  I  ftixy — not  ooe  oTlhcw  GralwRt 
nf  th*  ■■  taiMl  iMMIMble.''  (o  whom  I  hais  ibe  lioooar  al 
boM  <l*HUiil7  MiMad,  oad  of  whos  Ht  Gmi  MiMuel 
irik,  ibai  itwy  **ot«  whh  a  t«nd«He  impuiulii)  Irgm  bgUi 
nteof  (he  bofte.  SpcaLuif  of  ih*  old  btrpcr,  AIb«n 
GiMM,  Sif  Vltita  mjt. 


THE  rKPtTBRBR. 


S49 


sniS  6ne  of  the  very  bc^it  specirneiit  uf  n  c\»^ 
•  hich  unites,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  hoae«ly, 
sobriety,  shrewdness,  and  information.  Andrew 
had  iiiiperadded  lu  hiit  Northern  t'duralwn,  and 
tn  afiprentici-Ahip  to  a  Dukc\  gonlenvr,  the 
Hperience  of  eight  years  passed  as  foreman  in 
mc  of  the  great  nurseries  n«ar  Ijondon  ;  so  tiiat 
bis  {diom,  if  not  bis  acc«nt,*  was  almost  entirely 

■■  W«U  fntmitd  KM,  bu  hnniy  kin, 
Whenn  loit,  wne  wrc  lo  nioi 
Itej  Mught  tbe  bcevcB  that  msde  tiiifit  broth 
In  ScoiImuI  and  in  Englaiicl  boUi." 

lay  of  tie  t^l  ilinHrtt- 

*  Iht  secern  is  DO!  ««  taaOy  got  <|Qit  of.     A  Initvboni 

'  Snal  lanljF  Imm  thalRAikofhiscoontry.  lei  faim  >i>e  ever 

,  *w  kMg  on  Oit  vdo  oT  th<  TwMil ;  aad  eran  a  Suoibcm 

■ontcitDM  finds  ii  Moncr  Uaiw  ilnn  uoIcmdL    A  gacdnntr 

'  of  nj  HqiuintaKe,  die  head  man  in  a  neighbourioij  n«r> 

I  Ml  J  ptmai,  «Ih)  ipeke  u  good  Scotch  n  Imri  could 

'  dnire,  and  wai  uiiivtnalljr  known  anMiiffrt  tlie  frcquvDiFrs 

'  of  till  j^mdeii  bj  tbv  title  of  tlw '  SoolctiiDiLii,' happciitd  nut 

Mity  to  have  been  bom  bi  ll«nfordiliir«,  bui  ii«ter  to  lisirv 

mnlM  ftfiiwr  ootth  ihu>  that  ooimiy.     He  had  wnrkvil 

!  mnitt  a  girdcaei  horn  Abtrdccn,  and  had  picked  uii  the 

'  diakd.  Soone  people  do  catch  prcutiarilia  of  tone.    I  m;  - 

off  OBoe  rtlumed  from  a  visit  to  Nunhumbertsnil,  aptAk> 

L  laf  ih*  Done  of  Tyixdole  like  a  native,  and,  froin  love  of 

r '  iW  KoRfa  cnnsUN'  was  leallj  wnj  wticn  1  loci  ihe  preity 


^ 
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Angliciweii ;  uul  wlicn  h«  came  to  Belford  to 
vuperinteiut  ibe  guxlea  and  hothouK«  of  s 
v«ry  kiod  and  very  tnteUigiiit  gvntlcmaiii,  who 
preferred  tpeoding  the  superduiu««  of  a  Urge 
iDCuoie  on  horticultunl  purtuiu,  rattu-r  than 
io  stuwier  aad  lci<>  elegant  «&}»,  hi.-  brought 
into  the  towu  as  loo;;  a  bead  and  ■»  ainind  a 
b«vt  u  coutd  be  found  in  the  oountT.  To 
Mr  HonU  (wtio  bad  himself  b^un  life  aa  a 
geatleiB80''9  gardeoer,  aod  who  thoroughly  loved 
hiat  an)  hb  society  was  exceedingly  wdooote; 
and  be  judged,  ai>d  judged  rightly,  that  to  no 
one  oould  be  more  tafiety  amfidc  the  importsnl 
tni*l  of  advhan^  aod  protecting  two  coroporv- 
tivetv  bdpless  fraiaks  than  tu  tbe  two  frieodn 
whvHD  he  had  cboms. 

Andrew  vindieatcd  hts  good  afiKUDO  by  ad- 
«iui^  Mr»>  HoUi»  to  rwaga  the  gnrden,  {which 
«•■  htU  am  laaac  tdear  oditt  pxxl  frieod,  Mr. 
Hownrd,)  difpow  of  the  shop  (wlikfa  was  htr 
itwn).  take*  snxall  bouse  in  the  wburbs  and 
\in  oo  her  property;  nnd  be  urged  thit  the 
Ktber  a»  be  nisptctpd  her  fbranan  of  paying 
ftmtMWt  viiiu  to  a  certain  beer^bouse,  lately 
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^^  Plcaii&nt,  and  bearing  the  inudtouK  nign  of 
'  The  Jolly  Gardeoer  ;'  and  becaut'e',  ilh  be  wb- 
lenedi  "  when  aD  Enj^lishman  tunwd  of  fifty 
once  isktM  to  the  natioiud  vicv  of  lippliii;;. 
Toa  may  as  well  look  ro  raiM  |)ine-appl«» 
frooi  cabbage-fttoclts,  as  expect  him  to  amend. 
He'll  go  to  the  Jolly  Gardetwr  and  the  rest  of 
tbr  Uds  will  follow  him,  an<{  the  garden  may 
lake  care  of  itseIC  Part  »ith  the  whole  con. 
cem,  my  good  Udy,  and  yv  arc  safu —  keep  it, 
and  ye  '11  be  cheatt-d." 

^B  Now  this  was  good  advice ;  and  it  hjid  the 
utual  fate  of  good  odvici;,  in  being  in»tantly 
and  votnewhat  Morafully  rejected.  Mrs.  Hollia 
had  ■  high  opinion  of  her  foreman,  and  could 
not  and  would  not  live  out  of  her  »hop ;  and 
aacveu  Patty  pleaded  for  the  garden,  though 
Ae  intimated  Bomc  suspicion  of  its  manager, 
(be  whole  concern  remainod  in  tlatu  i/uo  i  and 
Andrew,  when  he  nw  the  smiles  return  to  her 
lip*,  and  the  bloom  to  her  cheeks,  and  found 
how  much  her  health  and  linppincss  drpt-tidid 
on  bcr  spending  her  days  in  the  u|>en  air,  and 
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ill  the  cmployittcnt  she  loved,  cvs»ed  to  rcf^t 
that  hu  cuutisel  liw)  nut  bticn  fullowed,  niore 
especially  u  (he  head  man,  having  mure  than 
verified  his  prediction,  had  bvai  diwluifgetl, 
mid  rvplaced,  iicounling  to  hia  reconiinendatioa, 
^y  a  young  oiid  clever  labourer  m  the  g«rdcn. 

Sooner  than  Patty  had  tliou^hl  it  pusubte 
her  ch«crfiiIm-sK  came  back  lo  her ;  the  half 
lived  at  Muunt  Plcawnt,  did  all  »be  could  to 
antial  the  new  l»ead  niao,  who,  although  iDcrvly 
a  M.-lf-laitght  lad  of  the  oeighbourhood.  did 
liiiiiour  to  Andrew'b  discrimiiiation,  and  was 
banning  ui  discover  (the  god  of  love  only 
knows  how)  that  to  be,  in  u  small  way,  «n 
beireso  wait  do  indu)i|>artuhlr  ni).ifurtune,  when 
a  vexaliun  arising  from  that  very  cau>e  alinoM 
made  her  wish  herself  really  the  "  wild  wait- 
ileriiig  gipsy"  which  her  poor  grandfather  HmI 
delighted  to  call  her. 

I'iic  calamity  in  question  was  i»d  UiAe. 
Poor  Patty  was  unfortunate  enough  to  be 
i-ouned  by  Mr.  Samuel  Vicars,  hair-dmarr 
and  perfumer,  in  BristoU»tr<-vt ;  and  to 
atld  lo  tlie  trial  tile  suitor  wa*  ilie  v^pceial 
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ftroimtc  of  bcrgrandiTHi(h<.-r,  nn<l  hix  adilrvMct 
wrre  supportMl  by  all  Ikt  influence  and  ui- 
tbority. 

Mr.  SumixH  Vicars  mu  on«  irT  those  busy- 
Imiten  whu  are  ihe  pe«l8  of  a  counlry  lowR. 
To  be  a  gmsip  is  perhaps  permitted  tu  thi* 
craft,    as  ioberiton   of   those  old    privilc):^ 
dtswminators  of  news  and  scandji],  the  almost 
extinct    race   of  barbers;    but   to  bo  so   titdc- 
laltlJDf;,  «o  mischief'inakiiif;,  and  *o  malicious 
aa  Mr.  Samuel  Vicar*,  is  iwi  allowed  lo  any- 
body; and  the  univcraal  ill-will  which  >ucb  a 
•tyle  of  convenaiion  indicate*  ih  jiretty  certain 
lo  be  reluniMl  in  kind.  Accordingly,  the  young 
icentleman  had  contrived  to|;ather  around  hini- 
lelf  as  comfortable  n  mixture  of  conleuipt  and 
hatred   ns  urn-   would  deun;   lo   iK-e  on  a  sum* 
raer'a  dav- 
it wao  a  litlli:,  pO,  dapper  pcrBonoge,  a« 
•light  and  flimsy  tm  his  white  apron  or  his  lintii 
jack«i,  with  a  face  in  which  all  that  was  not 
curl  and  whisker  was  tdmpcr  and  smirk,  a  ahurp 
voi»C(>j|td    voicv,   and   a   fluency,  which    a*  it 
iniglit  be  accounted  a  uiain  cause  of  tlic  ttiuu- 
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sand  and  one  scrapes  into  which  he  wm  per- 
petually- ffeUmg,  wu  almoHt  as  unlucky  for 
hunaelf  as  fur  lit*  henrrrs.  Hi-  buzzed  about 
one  like  a  giiat,  ail  noive  and  »ting  and  motion, 
and  one  wondered,  as  one  does  in  tbe  case  of 
that  impertinent  insect,  how  anything  so  insig- 
nificant could  be  K>  troiiblcsomr. 

Besides  tbe  innumerable  private  quorreta 
into  which  hitt  f^niuit  for  "  cvil-spvaking,  lying^ 
and  »landerinf(,"  could  not  fail  to  bring  him, — 
quarreU  tbe  lees  easily  seltled,  because  having 
a  genuine  love  of  litigation,  an  actual  paasioa 
for  the  importance  and  excitement  of  a  lawsuit, 
be  courted  an  action  for  damages,  in  which  he 
could  figure  as  defendant  on  the  one  hand,  and 
blessed  his  stars  for  a  borsfwhipping,  in  which 
he  (Jiooc  as  plainlilT,  on  tbe  other;  beside* 
thewe  private  diNpuiex,  he  engaged  with  the  most 
fiery  zeal  and  the  fiercest  activity  in  all  the  public 
squabbles  of  the  place,  and  being  unhappily, 
■B  Stephen  Lane  used  to  obaerre.  of  hit  party, 
and  a  partisan  whom  it  was  morally  impos- 
sible to  keep  quiet,  contrived  to  be  a  greater 
thorn  in  the  side  of  our  wonhy  friend  than  all 
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Ins  opponents  put  together.     Woe  to  the  cause 
which  he  advocated  !     The  plaititst  case  cams 
out  one  tna««   of  confuxiun    from   the  curious 
infcliuty  of  hi»  otnlvnienis,  aiwl  riglii  K-ciiH-d 
wrong  l«h«n  kcvq  through  the  misty    inediuiu 
of  his  asiouDding  and  confounding  verbiage. 
tit«pben'a  contempt  for  his  adherent's  onHioos 
wan  pretty  much  >iiidi  as  a  staunch  old  hound 
might  eviooe  when  some  vuuug  dojf,  tlur  bab- 
bler of  the  pack,  beginH  togive  tongue:— "But, 
dang  it,"  cri«d  the  good  bulcher,  "  he  bring* 
lite  cause  into  contempt  too !     li  *»  enough  to 
make  a  man  sell  himself  for  a  ftlave,"  added 
the   poor  pairiot,  in  s  piaTx>xysni  of  weariness 
aad    iiidignaiioD,   *'  to   hear  that  chap  jabber 
'ttr  thm;  hours  about  freedom.     And  titv  wliglc 
world  can't  stop  him.     If  he   would  but  rat 
now  !"  exclaimed  the  vx-butcher.    And  doubl- 
kas   Samuel    would    have   ratted,  if  anybody 
would  have  mudf  il  worth  bis  while;  but  the 
Dtlivr  party  knew  the  value  of  such  an  oppo- 
nent, and  wisely  left  him  in  the  ranks  of  op- 
pod  I  ion,    to   serve    their    cause    by   speakin|{ 
^ininst  il ;  w  Mr.  Samuel  Vicars  continued 
a  Kefuniier. 
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to  "  oear  a  »>ter  n«U-  the  ihruae ;""  md  she 
hatol  Mrs.  Deborah  (who  be&ides  waH  n  "  blue") 
vith  ■  luUrctI  truly  fi-iuir)itK->~hot,  an^ry,  sod 
abiuive :  ami  the  ufl'endiiif;  )>urtj  being,  lu  it 
liappened,  a  mild,  civil,  unolTeiidiiig  wuiiutn, 
pour  Mrs,  Uollis  had  had  the  mikfortuiw  to 
find  luilxMly  ready  lo  join  to  upeakiDg  ill  of 
bcr  until  she  eiicouuivrvd  Satntu'l  ^'icurn,  w)m 
poured  the  whole  force  of  his  vitujierative  elo- 
quence on  ibe  iinfortunatc  dame.  Now  Samuel, 
who  had  had  totav  pecuniary  dvalinjjs  with  her 
«hiUt  ahtf  livet]  in  hi*  iK-if;hbuurl>oud — ccrtaio 
horlvringa  of  vabhagc*,  celery,  carrots  and 
French  ht-anr,  a^iiivt  combs  aiwl  toolh-bru»ht-», 
aod  n  Parihbii  front,  which  had  led  lir«I  lo  a 
dispulcd  account,  and  then  to  the  catutrophv  in 
which  h«  mo«t delighted,  ii  law.iuit, — wax  charni- 
«d  on  hi»  »idit  to  meet  with  wliat  Mldum  came 
in  hu  vay,  a  Kyrupaihiiting  listener.  He  called 
every  day  to  dcsctnt  on  the  dear  subject,  and 
feed  Mrs.  Hfilli^'s  hatred  with  fresh  accounts  of 
her  rival's  insolence  and  pro»pcn!y  i  and  in  the 
cuune  ot  his  daily  visits  it  occurred  to  him  that 
she  was  well   to  do  in  the  world,  and  that  b« 
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could  not  do  a  better  tiling  ilian  (»  cast  the  eycst 
of  oficcliofl  on  her  pretty  granddaughter. 

Swnucl'ft  own  aiiiurs  vctv  rkcecdio^y  in 
wan)  t>f  a  rkh  wifv.  W'hat  with  runniof* 
after  ia  rhate  publi^ue,  and  n^lecling  hJtt  uwn 
aSairtt, — what  with  the  frienda  that  he  lost  and 
the  enemieti  that  he  gained  by  the  use  of  (hat 
mischieTous  weapon,  bis  toogue^to  say  nothing 
of  the  many  lawsuits  in  which  he  was  cost,  nod 
tbo6e  scarcely  less  expensive  that  he  wun — bis 
conccTDs  were  in  as  much  disorder  as  if  ht-  had 
been  a  lord.  A  luurdrcssvr's  is  at  the  btx  a 
meagre  butunv»»,  esiKctally  in  a  cuuniry  Iuwd, 
luid  his  had  declined  su  much,  i)ial  hi*  one  ap- 
prentice, an  idb  lad  c^  fourteen,  and  the  three 
or  four  painted  figures,  on  which  bis  fonale  wig* 
were  stuck  in  the  windows,  had  the  large  showy 
shop,  with  its  stuck  of  glittering  trum|>ery, 
pretty  niucb  to  themtelvea;  so  that  Samuel  be- 
gan to  pay  mokt  assiduous  court,  oot  to  his  fair 
intended, — fur,  pretty  girl  as  Patty  was,  our 
Narcissus  of  the  curling  irons  was  (or  too  much 
eoBinourvd  of  himself  to  dream  of  falling  in 
low  with  li  pair  uf  cherry  cheeks, — but   to  her 
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grandmolhcr ;  and  iwriag  picked  up  at  ihe 
JoJly  (Janlcturr  certain  rtitnouni  «>f  M«unt 
Pleasaot,  which  he  rdjKcd  to  his  pam>nes» 
with  much  of  bittcmreft  and  exaggeration, 
airakened  i>ucli  a  troipc*t  of  wrath  lo  h«r  boKKii 
that  sbp  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Howard,  giving 
him  nolicf  that  in  six  monlhs  she  #lioiild  relin- 
quish the  garden,  discharged  her  new  foreman 
OQ  the  spot,  and  ordered  Patty  to  prepam  tu 
marry  tlto  hairdresier  without  let  or  delay. 

Poor  Patty  !  her  only  consolation  was  in  her 
guardians.  Her  first  thought  was  of  Andrew, 
liut  he  was  sure  to  have  the  evil  tidings  fru«i 
another  quarter ;  Iwsidet,  of  him  there  cotdd 
be  no  doubt ;  her  only  fear  was  of  Stephen 
Lane.  So,  as  itoou  as  she  could  escape  from  thv 
Padrooa's  scolding,  and  wipe  the  tears  from 
her  own  bright  eyea,  she  set  fortli  for  Uie 
great  sliop  in  Ihe  Butt». 

"  Well,  my  roiebud ! "  said  the  good 
fiutcber,  kindly  chucking  his  fair  ward  under 
the  chin  ;  "  wbatV  the  news  with  you  f  Why, 
you  turn  as  grmt  a  uranger  aa  Mrawbernes  at 
Christmas!     I   thought  you  had  taken  root  at 
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Mount  Plrasant,  and  never  tnvaiil  to  ed  foot  in 
the  town  uj^n." 

"  Oh,  Mr.  Lane  !*  —  bcpan  poor  Patty,  and 
then  her  voiiragi'  Tnilnl  her,  and  Hhv  stopped 
suddenly  and  looked  ttown  ahathed  ; — "  Oh  ! 
Mr.  Lane !" 

"  Well,  what's  the  matter.'"  inquired  Iter 
kind  guardian ;  '*  are  you  going  to  be  married, 
and  come  to  ask  inj  consent  ?" 

"  Oh,  Mr.  Lane  !"  again  sighed  Palty. 

"Out  witli  it,  laa>!— never  fear  I"  quotb' 
Stephen. 

*•  Oh,  Mr.  Lane '."  once  more  cried  the  dam- 
sel, atoppinf;  &&  if  spetlbound,  and  blu&hing  to 
her  fingtra'  ends. 

"  Well,  Palty,  if  you  can't  speak  to  a  friend 
(hat  ha^  dandled  you  in  his  arms,  and  your 
father  before  ynti,  yoti'd  bent  send  thi'  lad  to 
.see  what  he  can  say  for  himself.  I  shan't  Iw 
crud,  I  promise  you.  Tlwugh  you  might  do 
better  in  the  way  of  ntuney,  I  vould  rather 
look  to  characUT.  That's  «hat  tells  in  tht 
long-run,  and  I  liki-  the  chap." 

"  Ob,    Mr.  Lane,    God  forbid  f"  eicclaimcd 
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Pmtty ;  "  my  grandmoUii^r  wants  me  ta  mxiry 
Samuel  Vicars!" 

"  S«n>  Vican !  the  woman  '■  mad  J"  ejaculated 
Slepfacn. 

"  SIk  auinot  be  other  than  demenled,"  ob- 
served  Andrew,  wIm  had  just  CDtcrtKl  tbc  thopf 
^  Tut-  she  ha»  discharged  Williatn  Kcid, — the 
steadiest  and  c)cvere«it  lad  that  ever  came  alxKit 
a  garden,  a  lad  who  might  be  taiicn  for  a 
Scotchman,— and  wants  to  marry  Htas  Patty 
ig  a  loon  of  a  hairdresser." 

"  Whom  anybody  wcxild  taVe  for  a  French- 
man," intemipicd  thelHitL-hrr;und  having  lhu» 
numitHxl  up  the  character  of  the  two  rivala 
in  a  manner  that  did  honour  no  less  to  their 
warm  feelings  than  to  their  strong  pn-juilico, 
the  two  jruardians  and  rheir  fair  ward,  much 
contiurted  by  llie  turn  the  conver»aliun  had 
uken,  began  to  ounitult  a»  to  tlicir  future  pro- 
ceed ings. 

"  She  niuat  gire  up  the  garden,  «ince  slie  haa 
gino  ootioe,"  quoth  Andrew;  "but  that  won't  I 
mach  rignify.     This  i*  only  the  banning  of 
January,    but   Christmas    Wing    puocd,    tlic 
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**Nrvcr  a  britcr,  althouf>h  he  had  the  ill- 
luck  to  be  born  cmi  the  iwuih  of  ihc  Tir««d," 
responded  Steplttn,  returning  tlieglwicc. 

**  Mr.  Howard  i^t  your  iiliiun<:li  friLiwI,"  pur- 
nied  Andrew ;  "  and  as  for  your  grand mutlter, 
tbe'sagood  woman  too,  and  «ill  soon  be  Mck 
(if  that  jaclcanapm,  if  »he  be  only  left  to 
find  him  out  lierwlf.  80  go  Itomr,  my  bonny 
doo,  and  be  comfurted,''  .taid  the  kiiHl-h«iirt<^d 
Scotdimnn,  patting  the  round  cheek  to  which 
the  cokwr  and  the  dimples  were  reluming 
uiKler  the  reviving  influence  of  hope. 

"  Ay,  get  along  Itunie,  rowbud,"  added  the 
equally  kind  Engli&timan,  chucking  Iht  under 
ihe  chin,  and  giving  her  a  fatherly  ki!«t,  "get 
along  home,  for  fear  they  should  miio  you. 
Aod  as  to  being  married  to  that  whipper-snap. 
per  with  his  cuHk  and  his  whi&kers,  why,  if  I 
«aw  the  uligiitest  cjiance  of  such  a  thing,  I'd 
take  hioi  up  between  my  fing«T  and  thumb, 
and  pitch  him  up  to  the  top  of  St.  Stephen's 
lower  before  you  eould  wty  Jack  Robin»on  ! 
(Jet  *loog,  rowbud  I  I'll  not  we  U»:«  made 
unhappy,  1  promiwr  ibee." 
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And  mud)  consoled  by  ibeae  kind  promiHw. 
poor  Pftlly  stole  b«ck  lo  (he  little  shop  at  (he 
comer  of  ihe  church-yurd. 

Tlie  winter,  (he  flgiring,  sod  (h«  •tummM'r'l 
crept  Hluwly  by,  bringing  witli  tliem  a  gradual 
uuieliurution  of  pro&pect  lo  our  nulbniwo  maid. 
Time,  as  Andrew  bad  predicted,  had  dun« 
much  to  siclien  Mrs.  Hollis  of  the 
alliAncc  Her  honc«t  and  simple  nature,  and 
her  real  gnodncM  of  heiirl,  »onn  revolted  at  hk 
b)tternr«3  and  malice,  and  enduring  enmitien. 
Her  animosities,  which  vanished  almost  as  she 
gave  them  utterance,  had  do  sympathy  with 
such  eternity  of  hatred.  Even  her  rival  and 
competitor,  Mrs.  Dean,  had  been  forgtveii,  aa 
MMH  as  she  discovered  that  the  world  (even  the 
little  world  of  Belford)  had  room  enough  for 
both,  and  that  by  adding  ihc  juipcriur  aorta 
ttt  vegetables  to  her  »iock,  with  the  very  fin«irt 
of  which  she  was  supplied  through  the  medium 
of  AiMJrcw  Graham,  she  had  even  incrcBNcd 
the  number  of  her  cuUomers  and  the  value  > 
her  busine&s,  which,  in  spile  nf  Iter  having  give 
notice  of  quitting  the  garden  (a  meaaura 
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PsUy  ntflpected  her  of  rcjtretting),  she  had  do 
tfrattaed  U*  continue.  She  was  weary,  loo,  of 
hti  ftivolity,  hU  idleness  and  hi*  lies,  and 
having  t4ik«n  upon  lier  to  lecture  him  on  his 
ataaX  sinn  of  ga«)ding,  tattling,  mfddlc-malcing 
and  ao  forth,  even  intimating  »utn«  <liiilni<>t  of 
his  oratorical  powers  and  his  politica]  import' 
aooe,  Ur.  Samuel  began  to  be  nearly  as  tired 
of  bi*  patrtMKH  ajt  his  patrooesa  wm  of  him ; 
to  that,  although  do  formal  breach  had  taken 
place,  Patty  fdt  herself  nearly  rid  of  that 
anaoyaiMe. 

[n  the  mean  white,  a  n«-w  atlnction,  parttcu> 
larly  interetting  to  the  gardening  world,  had 
ari«en  tn  Belfurd,  in  the  shape  of  a  Horticul- 
lural  Society.  Nothing  could  be  more  beau- 
tiful than  the  monthly  rImws  of  \mxe  flowcis, 
fruito,  and  vegetables,  in  the  splendid  Town- 
hall.  All  the  county  attended  them,  and  our 
country  belles  never  showed  to  so  much  ad- 
riuiiage  as  side  by  nidtr  by  their  rivals  the 
Sowers,  giving  thenMtdves  up  with  their  whole 
baatts  to  a  delighted  admirstton  of  the  loveliest 
productions  uf  Nature.     Andrew  Graham  waa 
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of  course  oDC  of  tlic  most  successful  competi- 
tors, and  Mr.  Howard  onv  of  ihv  mou  zealous 
and  iot^llif^nt  patrons  of  the  society,  whilnl 
eren  our  friend  Stephen  took  some  coocem  in 
the  matter,  declaring  that  good  cabbage  was  no 
bod  accoiiipauinicnt  to  goud  beef,  .and  thai  all 
the  wearers  of  blue  aproni^  whether  butcher  or 
gardener>  had  a  claim  to  his  affect)on^«  daaai- 
ficaliun  at  «-hidi  Andrew,  who  hod  a  hi|^ 
veneration  for  the  dignity  of  hi«  art,  wax  not 
a  little  scandalized.  Patty  from  the  first  had 
beni  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  the  whole  plan, 
and  Mrs.  HoUis  had  been  bribc<l  into  liking  it, 
(for  old  people  do  not  »ponlaneoos!y  take  to 
Dovelliet,  especially  in  their  own  pursuit^,)  by 
the  assurance  of  Andrew  thai  the  choice  Miit 
and  vegetaUes,  the  rare  Carolina  beans  and 
green  Indian  com — the  peas  and  strawberries 
so  very  vaHy  and  so  very  laic,  so  lai^  of  size 
and  delicotc  of  flavour— the  lettuces  and  cauli- 
[lowers  unmatched  in  whiteness  and  fimincaa^ 
and  a  certain  new  nu-lon  which  combined  all 
the  meriis  uf  all  the  melons  hitherto  known, 
cunc  exelusively  £roin  one  of  the  priie  exhibitors 
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of  the  horticultural  meeting,  aai\  nhould  be  rr- 
lervcd  cxcUisivelj  for  lier,  if  ,»hc  deidrcd  to 
punrh««  tlK-m.  Fartlter  Mrs.  UoUia  was  too 
discreet  to  inquire.  Tture  arc  wcrctR  in  M 
(Tades,  aod  Dotic  are  more  delicate  tlmn  thtwe 
r^udinfr  the  supply  of  a  great  fruiushop. 
She  knew  that  they  did  not  come  from  Andrew, 
for  iii;i  chsTBicteT  set  suspicion  at  dvfiviin; ;  hut 
all  bis  frieodB  might  not  be  equally  scrupulous. 
Silence  was  safest. 

So  much  had  Patty  been  dclijjhtctl  with  the 
prize-show&,  ail  of  which  she  had  ailended,  as 
wa»  [jerraitted  to  resiteciablc  tradespeople  in 
the  afternoon  when  (he  gentry  had  returned 
home  to  dinner,  that  she  hod  actually  excited 
in  Mr*.  Halli>  a  desire  to  go  wilh  her,  and  at 
every  meeting  the  expedition  had  been  threat- 
ened, but  had  gone  off,  on  the  score  of  weather, 
or  of  illness,  or  of  business  —  or.  in  short,  any 
one  of  the  many  excuses  which  people  who  sel- 
dotn  go  out  make  to  themselves  to  avoid  the  ex- 
ertioo,  so  that  the  last  day  arrived  and  "  Ynr- 
raw"  was  still  "  unvisited."  But  that  it  wax 
the  last  wa«  a  powerful  plea  with  Patty,  whose 
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trying  Ik  wpply  of  , 

jfe  bwv  ihM  Ihcf  did  mt  tnnr  frvB 
ir  Id;  rfiaracUr  ^t  toipidoa  at 
iH  liii  {nendt  aogbt  not  be  eqaaDj 
jilflxrvM  West. 

So  much  had  Patty  been  dd^bied  vitb  tte 
pbft-aboirs,  aU  of  wbkfa  ibe  had  allwAJ,  ■• 
•B  pcrmitled  to  refpecufak  (ndnpen^le  m 
Ae  afrnnoon  when  the  gentry  had  iiliiraaJ 
Itaatv  to  dinnrr,   that  Kbr  had  actually  atalad 
ia  Itlrs.  HoUu  a  deure  to  go  with  her,  and  at 
^nrj  meeting  the  expedition  had  been  threat* 
cped,  but  had  gone  olT,  on  the  wean  ot  weather, 
or  of  flinem,  or  of  buoincw  —  or,  tn  thort,  a*ij 
ODttof  the  many  excuies  wbic4)  people  who  aet 
^ND  gp  out  make  to  themselves  to  aToid  the  ex- 
otian,  9o  that  the  last  day  arrived  and  "  Yar> 
ntw"  was  still  "  unvititeif     But  that  it  wa* 
^  lact  was  a  powerful  plea  with  Patty,  whoie 
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iiuportunity,  secooded  by  a  bright  sun^iDjr 
ScptcmbtT  crcning,  and  by  the  gaJlantry  of 
Mr.  I^ne,  who  arrived  ilrnK^d  in  his  bnt 
blue  coat  and  red  waulcoat  on  purpove  to 
escort  her,  proved  irresistible :  and  Mr^  Hulliii, 
leaving  the  shop  in  charge  of  a  trust}-  maid- 
anvoni,  an  alert  shopboy,  and  a  sedate  and 
dvil  neighbour,  (a  son  of  triple  gunriliankfaip 
which  she  considered  m-cesaary  to  supply  her 
own  unglc  prr«cnce,)  j^ve  lo  the  inhabitants  of 
Belford  the  great  and  unprecedented  novelty 
of  seeing  her  in  the  streets  on  a  uetik-day. 
Thr  people  of  Thibet  would  hardly  be  more 
aUani*l)tfd  at  the  Mgltt  of  the  Dalai  Lama- 

On  reaching  the  Town-hall,  »bc  wn»  struck 
even  as  much  as  she  iiitcitded  to  be  with  the 
fragrance  aitd  beauty  of  the  hothouse  plants, 
ih*'  pines,  grapes,  peaches,  and  jars  of  flower* 
from  the  gardens  of  ttn-  gentlvnien's  *«at>  in 
the  Qcighbourbood,  shown  as  they  were  wilb 
all  the  advautagi'sof  tasteful  arrangement  and 
the  magical  effect  of  the  evening  lighu  "What 
a  many  flowem  have  been  imtuUd  since  I  waa 
young!"  was  ber  natural  thought,  clothed  ii 
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lie  «ry  words  in  which  it  passed  througli  her 
mind. 

She  turned,  however,  from  the  long  rowi  in 
which  the  contributions  of  the  nienil>cr«  had 
been  piled,  to  tome  smaller  tables  at  the  top 
of  the  ruom,  filled  with  the  productions  of  cot- 
tage exhibitors.  One  of  ttiene  Hlanding  a  little 
apart  was  understood  to  be  appropriated  to  an 
individual  of  this  description,  a  half-taught 
laliourer  tilling  his  own  »pol  of  ground,  who 
had  never  in  his  life  worked  in  anything  be- 
yond a  common  market-garden,  but  who  hod 
won  almost  every  prixc  for  which  he  had  con- 
tended— had  snatched  the  prizes  not  only  fn>in 
onnpetitorit  of  Ids  own  class,  but  from  the  gar- 
deners of  the  nobility  and  gentry  —  had,  in 
diort,  beaten  everylmdy,  even  Andrew  Grah-im. 
To  this  table  Mr«.  HMlis  turned  with  peculiar 
intetvnt — an  inlerent  ni»t  diminished  when  >hr 
beheld  there  piled  with  a  pjcturcsqueness  that 
looked  as  if  copied  from  Van  Huysum ;  the  iden- 
tical green  Indian  oorn,  Orolina  beans,  the  let- 
tuces and  cauliflowers,  the  late  peas  and  autum- 
nal strawberriee,  and  the  newest  and  best  of  all 
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possible  melons,  wiih  which  sh«  had  been  «o 
mysteriously  supplied,  llsnked  by  two  jar»  of 
incomparable  iliJiliad,  and  lucVed  by  a  large 
white  rone,  delicate  and  r^ular  as  (he  rote  dt 
Meauz,  and  two  wedling  gcrnninmii  of  admira- 
ble beauty,  labelled  'Tlic  Mount  FleaMiut'  and 
'  The  Patty/  By  the  «de  of  the  table  stood 
Andrvw  Graham,  Mr.  Howard,  and  Wiltiam 
Rdd. 

»  The  lad  ha»  beaten  mc,  Mra.  HolUs,  but  I 
forgive  him,"  (}uolh  our  friend  Andrew,  smil- 
ing ;  *'  1  told  yc  that  his  wares  were  the  hnk, 
in  the  market." 

"  And  you  must  fni^ve  me,  Mrs.  Hollis,  for 
having  niadi;  bim  your  successor  in  the  Mount 
Pleai^ant  garden,"  said  Mr.  Howard.  "  i  have 
been  building  a  pretty  cotta^  there  for  him 
and  his  wife,  whci)  )>e  is  foTtunale  roougii  lo 
get  one;  and  now  that  I  nee  you  do  get  out 
somvtimes,  if  you  would  but  come  and  see  it—*' 

**  And  if  yoo  would  but  let  roe  give  away 
the  bride"  —  added  honest  Stephen,  seizing 
Patty's  hand,  while  the  tears  ran  down  her 
cheeks  like  nin. 
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'*  And  if  you  would  but  let  tnc  maiisg;e  the 
gardeD  for  you,  Strs-  Hollts,  and  be  as  a  son 
to  you" — said  William,  pleadingly. 

And  vanquuhcd  at  otwe  by  natural  feeling 
and  piofenioDa]  ta«tv — for  the  peas,tnclons,  and 
Atravbernea,  had  taken  poncsuon  of  her  very 
hcan, — Mrs.  lloUis  )*ielded.  In  less  than  a 
monlli  11h-  youDg  couple  were  married,  and 
the  very  next  day  Mr.  Samuel  Viear*  ran 
away  from  his  creditors,  whom  till  then  he  hod 
pacified  by  the  expectation  of  hiH  making  a 
wealthy  match,  and  was  never  heard  of  in 
BcUonI  again. 
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I  NOW  proceed  to  record  some  of  ihe 
MJitocrXk  bcUcA  of  th«  Bclford  aucmblics,  the 
young  latlk-s  of  the  nvighboiirliood,  wlio,  if  not 
prettier  tb&n  thdr  corapeen  of  the  town,  were 
dt  least  nion:  fashJonable  nnd  mure  odiitircd. 

Nothing  in  the  whole  routine  of  country  life 
■eems  to  mc  more  cnpriciouft  aud  unaceuunuUe 
tbwi  tlie  choice  of  a  county  beauty.  Every 
shire  id  the  kingdom,  from  BrobdigDoggian 
York  to  Lilliputian  Rutland,  can  boast  of  one. 
The  extatence  of  such  a  personage  Hvms  a| 
ewcDtial  to  lite  wcll-bt-ing  of  a  provincial  co 
munity  an  that  of  the  queen>bee  in  «  hive ; 
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except  by  MMne  rare  acddrnt,  wh«n  two  fair 
acters,  for  instance,  of  nearly  equal  pretensions 
■ppcnr  in  timilitr  drexM-s  M  ihc  ume  balls  and 
the  same  archerj  meetings,  you  as  seldom  ate 
two  queens   of  Brentford  in  the  one  society 

ias  the  other.      BotI)  are  elective   mMiiari-hie*, 

I  and  both  tolerably  despotic :  but  so  far  I  roust 
ioy  for  the  little  fringed  people,  that  one  com- 
prehends the  impulse  which  guidon  ihi-m  in  the 
choice  of  a  novereign  far  belter  than  the  mo- 
tires  which  influence  their  brother-inscct»,  the 

I'bMtuc :  and  lh«  reason  of  this  superior  sagacity 
in  the  lesser  swarms  is  obvious.  With  them 
the  election  TV9l*  in  a  natural  instinct,  an  un- 
erring sense  of  6tness,  which  never  fails  to 
discover  with  admirable  discriminalioii  the  one 
only  she  who  suits  tlidr  purpose;  whilst  the 
other  set  of  voluntary  subjects,  the  ptumeless 
bipeds,  are  unluckily  abandoned  to  llieir  own 
wild  will,   and,  although  from  long  habits  of 

LtmilatioD  almost  as  unanimous  as  the  hcv^, 
aided  in  their  admiration  by  the  merest 

[npric«,    the   veriest   chance,  and   select   their 
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goddcKf,  the  froddrs*  oCbeautj,  blindfoM — as 
the  Bluecnat  boys  draw,  or  used  to  draw,  the 
tlck<-u  in  a  lottery. 

Nothing  is  so  difficult  to  define  as  the  cus- 
tomary qu^lificatioD  or  the  belle  of  a  country 
oMCDibly.  FacT  or  It^tirc  It  certainly  is  not  i 
for  take  a  Mranger  into  the  room,  and  it  is 
at  least  two  to  one  but  be  will  lii;  oil  twenty 
damtrlx  prdticr  than  the  county  queen;  nor, 
to  do  the  young  gentlemen  justice,  ia  it  for- 
tune or  connexion ;  for,  au  as  the  lady  come 
within  the  prescrilxrd  limitt  of  county  genti- 
lity, (which,  by  the  way,  are  suffictcnily  ar- 
bitrary and  eiEclunre,)  nothing  more  is  required 
in  a  beauty  — whatever  might  be  expected  in  a 
wife;  fortune  it  in  not,  still  leu  is  it  rank,  and 
leut  of  all  accomplishments.  In  short,  it 
wems  to  mc  equally  difficult  to  define  what 
ia  the  r«]uisite  and  what  iH  iwit ;  for,  on  look- 
iDg  back  through  twenty  years  to  the  succes- 
sive belli-s  of  the  Belfonf  balls,  I  cannot  fix 
on  any  one  definite  qualification.  One  ctamsel 
seemed  to  nw  ehoecn  for  gaiety  and  good 
humour,    a   merry,    laughing    girl;     another 
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for  Iiaaghttn«s  and  aire ;  one  because  her 
fallivr  WDM  hospitablr,  nnotber  bccauM  hrr  nnt- 
ther  wa.H  pleasant;  one  Itecnnte  fathHuuble 
because  related  to  a  bahioDable  poet,  whUil 
aaoltii.-r  «tooti  on  her  own  independent  merits 
as  one  of  tfae  boldest  rident  in  ih«  liunt,  and 
earned  her  popularity  at  nigbt  by  ber  exploits 
in  the  inomiDg. 

Among  the  whale  list,  the  one  who  couimaud- 
i-d  (he  mo«l  univcnal  admiration,  aud  seemecl 
to  me  to  appraad)  neareat  to  the  common  ntt- 
tion  of  a  pretty  woman,  was  the  high4x>m  and 
graceful  Constance  Lisle.  Besides  being  a  tall 
elegant  figure,  with  finely  chiiielled  features 
and  a  pale  but  delicate  complexion,  retiered  by 
laf;gr  dark  eyes  full  of  seiitiibility,  and  n  pro- 
fuakm  of  gluRsy  black  hair,  her  whole  air  und 
perran  were  eminently  distinguished  by  that 
aodetinable  look  of  fnvhint)  nod  high  breeding, 
that  indisputable  titanip  of  superiuritjF',  wliich, 
&x  want  of  a  better  word,  wc  arc  content  to 
style.  Her  manner*  were  in  admirable 
lueping  with  her  appearance.  Gentle,  gra- 
cious, and  8i4f>po9»e!>«ed ;  courteous  to  all  aud 
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courting  nonv,  ahc  received  the  fl&tterj  to 
which  the  had  been  accuMoined  from  her 
cradle  as  m«re  voids  c^  course,  and  slimuUtcd 
(be  ardour  of  ber  admirers  by  her  calm  non- 
notice  infinitely  nwrc  than  a  fiRi«ii«d  coquette 
would  ha\e  done  by  all  the  agacentt  of  the 
QKMt  ooasummate  vanity. 

No<hiRg  i>  cnmtnnncr  than  the  afTectalion 
of  indiSVrence.  But  the  itMliiTerence  of  MiM 
Lisle  was  so  obviously  genuine,  that  the  most 
Miperticiul  coxcomb  that  buzzed  around  hrr 
could  bArdly  suspect  its  reality.  Sh«  heeded 
admiratioD  no  matt  than  that  queea  of  the 
garden,  the  lady  Uly,  whom  At  M  much  rr- 
.■wutbled  in  inodeAt  dignity.  It  played  around 
h«T  as  tlte  Minny  air  of  June  around  the  snow. 
white  flower,  her  common  and  natural  atmtv 
sphere. 

litis  was  perhaps  one  reaaon  for  the  number 
of  beaux  who  fluttered  round  Constance.  It 
puailed  and  piqued  them.  Tbey  were  unoaed 
to  be  of  M  little  cooscquence  to  a  young  lady, 
and  could  unt  uudic  it  ouL  Another  cause 
migiit  perhaps  be  found  in  the  qJendid  fortuue 
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which  the  inhcritit)  from  hrr  mother,  and 
which,  indepcndcitlly  of  her  expectutio«>  from 
lirr  father,  rendered  her  the  grcjileat  match 
and  Rcbnt  hrircss  in  the  county. 

Richard  Lisle,  her  father,  a  secood  son  td'the 
aBcient  family  of  Lisle  of  Lisle-End,  had  been 
one  of  those  roeo  born,  as  it  seems,  to  for- 
tune, with  whom  every  undertaking  prospers 
through  a  busy  life.  Of  an  anient  nnd  en- 
terprising temper,  ai  onoe  imfictuous  and  ob- 
stinate, be  had  mortally  oBended  his  fatlier 
and  elder  brother  by  refusing  to  lake  orders 
aod  to  accept  in  due  season  the  family 
Itvings,  which  lime  out  of  mind  had  been  (he 
pruTUioQ  of  the  second  sons  of  their  illutitriotis 
house.  Rejected  by  his  relations,  he  had  gone 
out  aa  an  adventurer  to  India,  had  been  taken 
into  favour  by  tlie  head-partner  of  a  great  com- 
mercial house,  married  bis  daughter,  entered 
the  civil  so^ce  of  the  Com|>any,  been  refudent 
al  th«  court  of  one  native  prince  and  giivernor 
of  the  forfeited  territory  of  another,  had  oc* 
cumulated  wealth  through  all  the  various  means 
by  which  in   lodia  money  has  benn  found  to 
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I'-tiMtii-s  r>f  his  father; 
miration  so  itrong  and 
iis^umcd   tbi'  form  of  a 


•(  onee  into  incecnnt  law.suits 
»>T  nnd  nei^bour,  and,  in  despite 
■■■'~rmvo  mnonslrances  of  his  wife,  a 
and  g«i(le->))trilcd  woman,  who  dtcd 
■•"urs  after  their  marriage, — of  hi*  daugh- 
(  strong^miodcd  girl,  who,  moderately 
">iidtfd  for  by  a  female  relation,'  married  at 
i|;lttii3i  a  rpspoctshle  clergyman, — and  of  his 
mm,  a  young  nun  of  reiiiarkabltf  promiKc  Ktill 
At  cnll^^, — be  had  contrived,  by  the  time  his 
hratlicr  returned  from  India,  no*  only  to  mort- 
gage  nearly  the  vliole  of  his  estate,  but  to  get 
into  dispute  or  litigation  with  almost  every 
gentleman  for  t«i  milt*  round. 

The  arrival  of  the  governor  nlTbrdvd  some 
gmund  of  hope  to  the  few  remaining  fnenda  of 
the  family-  He  was  known  to  be  a  man  of 
»CD«e  and  pmhily,  and  by  no  meun*  ileftdent 
in  pride  after  his  own  fashion :  and  no  one 
doabled  but  a  recoociUation  would  lake  place, 
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and  n  port  of  the  nabob's  rup«m  be  applied 
10  the  reHtorariun  of  tbe  fallMi  glories  of 
LJile-End.  With  that  object  in  vieir,  ■  dis- 
tant rvUtion  contrived  to  produce  a  seeni' 
ingly  Mcidental  iiitt^rvieor  at  hi*  own  hoasp 
tietween  the  two  brotberft,  who  lind  hstA  no 
»ori  of  intercourse,  except  an  interchange  of 
cotd  letters  on  their  father's  death,  once  the 
hour  of  their  separation. 

Nc^Tr  wn«  mediation  more  cofupletely  ua4 
iiuoce«»fu1.     Thi;y  met  at  cold  and  relucts 
friends;   the;  parted  as  confirmed  and  bitl« 
cnemin.     Both,  of  course,  were  to  blame  ; 
equally  of  course,  each  laid  the  bUtnc  on  thel 
other.     Perhaps  the  governor's  intentionn  migtit 
be  the  kindest.     Undoubtedly  his  manner  wu 
the  worst:   for,  scolding,  haranguinK,  and  l«y-i 
ing  down  the  law,  a»  he  had  been  acctisiomed  1 
to  do  in  India,  h«  at  once  offered  to  send  his' 
nephew  abroad  with  the  certainty  of  accumu- 
lating an   ample  fortune,  and   to  relieve   his 
brother's  estate  from  mortgage,  and  allow  him 
•  hand»oroe  incon)e  on  the  snisU  condition  of 
taking  poescssioD  himsdf  of  ttie  family  manaioB ' 
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and  the  family  property — a  propoMl  coldly  and 
suHy  refused  by  the  elder  brother,  who,  with- 
oul  deigning  lo  oalki  thv  second  propoution,, 
declined  his  son's  entering  into  the  service  of  4 
cooiaiercial  Dompsoy,  much  in  the  spirit  and 
xtmost  in  tl>c  words  of  Bob  Roy,  when  the 
good  Baillie  Nicol  Jarvie  pmpotwd  to  apprcit- 
tic«  bis  bopefut  oiTapriug  to  lite  mechanical 
occupattun  of  n  weaver.  The  real  misfortune 
of  the  interview  win,  that  the  parties  were  too 
nmcb  alike,  both  proud,  both  irritnlile,  buth 
ubitinate,  and  both  too  much  accustiHDed  to 
deal  chiefly  with  their  inferior*. 

The  negotiation  failed  completely.;  but  ihu 
governor,  cUnging  to  his  native  place  with  a 
ntixed  tecMag,  cmnpoundud  of  love  for  the  »pnt 
and  haired  (o  ita  proprietor,  piirchuwd  at  na 
exorbitant  price  an  estate  dose  at  hand,  built 
a  TtUa,  and  laid  out  grounds  with  the  usual 
raagoi&cence  of  an  Imlian,  bought  every  acre 
of  land  that  came  under  sole  for  miles  arouod^ 
was  shrewdly  suspected  of  luiviug  secured  tonui , 
of  Sir  Everard's  niimiu^>us  mortgages,  and,  in 
slmrt,  proceeded  to  invest  Lisle-End  just   aa 


iS2 


HRLLES    OF    THE    BAL1^KCH>M, 


formally  as  the  besKging  army  sat  down  befort; 
the  dtadd  of  Antwerp.  He  spared  do  pains 
to  onnoj  hia  enemy ;  dvfvniled  all  the  actions 
brought  by  his  brother,  the  lord  of  many  ma- 
Dons  against  trespassers  and  poodier* ;  dis- 
puted his  motions  nl  the  vestry  ;  t|uarrelled 
with  liie  dedHoos  on  the  bench ;  turned  whig 
because  Sir  Kvemrd  was  a  tory ;  and  set  the 
whole  parish  and  half  the  oouuly  by  the  ear> 
by  bis  iiH-fssant  squabbles. 

Amongst  the  getitry,  bis  splendid  hospitality, 
his  dmnning  daughter,  and  the  exceeding  uo- 
pt^larity  of  his  adversary,  who  at  one  time 
or  other  hod  been  at  Law  with  nearly  all  of 
ihcm,  commanded  many  partisans.  But  the 
common  people  frnjuently  great  sticklers  for 
hereditary  right,  adhered  for  the  most  part  to 
the  cause  of  ihnt  landltH^I — ay,  even  lliose 
with  whom  he  had  i>een  disputing  all  lus  life 
long.  This  might  be  partly  ascribed  to  their 
uoivertal  love  for  the  young  stiuire  Hetiry, 
vhoK  influence  among  the  pour  fairly  balanced 
that  of  Conittance  among  the  rich;  but  tlie 
doef  causa  was  certainly  to  be  found  in  the 
character  of  the  governor  himself. 
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At  lint  it  »6enied  a  fine  thin^r  (o  have  ob- 
tmiwd  to  powerful  a  champion  in  every  Utile 
scrape,  Tliey  found,  however,  and  pretty 
quickly,  that  in  gaining  tbid  new  am)  niugni< 
It  protector  they  had  alto  gained  a  tnaater. 
Obedient  was  a  nccnsary  of  Ufe  to  our  In- 
diao,  who,  although  he  talked  almut  liberty 
■id  equality,  and  so  foTlb,  and  looked  on  them 
abMfVCledly  as  excellent  things,  hod  no  rery 
exact  practical  idea  of  their  operation,  and 
claimed  in  England  the  uune  "awful  rule  and 
jnu  supreEoacy"  which  he  had  exercised  in  the 
East.  Everything  must  bend  to  his  sovereign 
will  and  pleasure,  ^m  the  laws  of  cricket  to 
the  laws  of  tlie  land;  m>  tliut  the  sturdy  farmers 
were  beginning  to  grumble,  and  his  prvtigi$, 
the  poachers,  to  rebel,  when  the  sudden  death 
of  Sir  Kverurd  put  an  immediate  stop  to  his 
'iperationa  and  his  enmity. 

For  the  new  Sir  Henry,  a  young  in«n  be- 
loved by  everybody,  Mudious  and  thoughtful, 
but  most  amiably  gentle  and  kind,  his  uncle 
had  always  entertained  an  involuntary  respect — 
u  re«pect  due  at  OfMC  to  his  admirable  conduct 
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iind  hU  higit- toned  and  inleresting  diaracter. 
They  knew  each  other  by  aftht*  but  had  never 
met  UDlil  a  few  dnys  afltrr  the-  funeral,  irhrn 
the  f^-cmor  repaired  (o  Lul»-Knd  in  iet)t 
mourning,  shook  Iiift  nephew  heartily  by  the 
band,  cundolcd  with  him  oti  his  los&,  be^;ed  lu 
know  in  wliat  way  he  cuiuld  he  of  »rrviov  to 
him,  and  finally  renewed  the  offer  to  send  him 
out  to  India,  with  the  same  advantngn  thai 
would  hare  attended  his  own  xm,  whieh  he  had 
previously  made  to  Sir  Everard.  The  young 
hrir  thanked  him  with  that  Hnile,  rather  lender 
than  glad,  whidi  gaw  its  aweet  expreanon  to 
his  countenance,  eiglied  deeply,  and  put  into 
his  hands  a  letter  *  which  he  Iind  found,'  he 
(■id,  'amongvt  hit  poor  fatl»er'ii  |>a|)cn,  and 
which  muxl  b«  taken  for  his  uniiwer  tu  his 
uiKle's  generous  and  too  tempting  offers,' 

"  You  refuse  me  then  .'"  asked  the  governors 
*'  Read  that  letter,  and  tell  me  if  I  can  do 
otherwise.  Only  read  that  letter,"  resumed 
Sir  Henry  ;  and  his  unde,  tnirbing  with  some 
difficulty  hik  natural  impaticncf,  opened  and 
md  tJie  paper. 
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w«s  a  letter  from  a  dying  father  to  a  be> 
loved  MMi,  conjuring  biiu  by  the  dulv  h«  Uad 
ever  ahowu  to  obey  bis  last  injunc-tion,  and 
ndtber  to  sell,  let,  alienate,  nor  leave  Lisle- 
End;  to  pn-ficrTC  tlic  estate  entire  and  undU 
raioisbed  so  long  as  the  rent  »u8iced  to  pay  ttw 
iolweat  of  tfao  mortgages :  and  to  live  among 
his  old  tenantry  in  hi*  own  old  halU  so  long 
U  the  aneieflt  mructurc  would  yield  bim  itheltcf. 
**:Do  this,  my  beloved  aoa,"  pursued  the  letter, 
**,Biici  take  your  fiatber's  tendcrest  blessing  ; 
and  believe  that  a  higher  bleBsing  will  follow  on 
the  sacrifice  of  interest,  ambition,  and  worldly 
raterpfise,  to  tl>e  will  of  a  dying  parent.  Yoo 
ha%e  obeyed  my  injunctiouii  living  —  do  not 
scorn  them  dead.  Again  and  again  I  ble«6 
you,  prime  lolaoe  of  a  life  of  struggle — my 
dear,  my  dutiful  son  t" 

"  Could  I  disobey  ?"  inquired  Sir  Henrj*,  aa 
hift  uncle  returned  bim  the  kttcr;  "could  it 
even  be  a  question  ?"" 

"  JS'o  ! "  replied  the  governor  peevishly. 
"  But  to  mevr  you  up  with  the  deer  and  the 
I^rasaats  in  tbis  wild  old  |Mrk,  to  iromurc  n 
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fine,  »|)iritb<l  Inil  in  tliic  hti^  old  mansion  along 
with  family  pictures  and  suits  of  armour,  and 
all  for  a  whim,  a  crotchet,  which  can  answer  no 
)iur|w»e  upon  earth  —  it's  enough  to  drifc  a 
inoii  mad ! " 

"  It  will  iMt  be  for  long."  rctunwd  Sir 
Henry,  gently-  "  Short  as  i(  is,  my  race  it 
alawst  run.  And  then,  thanks  to  the  unhrokrn 
pntail-^llw  entail  which  I  never  could  prevail 
to  have  broken,  when  it  might  have  spared  Aim 
so  much  misery— the  park,  mansion,  and  t<»tatc, 
even  tile  old  armour  aiH)  tUv  family  |iictureft,  will 
[tasa  into  mtKfa  better  hands  —  into  yours. 
And  IJBl»'Rnd  will  once  more  flourish  in 
splendour  and  in  hospitality." 

The  young  baronet  Kmilnl  as  be  said  this; 
but  the  gt>vernof,  looking  on  bi»  tall,  slender 
ligure  and  pallid  cheek,  felt  that  it  was  likely 
to  be  true,  and,  wringing  bis  hand  in  silence, 
was  about  (o  depart,  wheu  Sir  Henry  begged 
him  to  remain  a  moment  longer. 

"  I  have  still  one  favour  to  l>eg  of  you,  my 
dear  uncle— one  favour  which  I  may  b^. 
Wben  last  I  saw   Miss  Lisle  al  the  bouse  of 
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my  sulrr  Mrs.  Bcaucbwnp,  (for  I  hare  twice 
acddeuully  li«(l  thi'  huppineint  to  meet  her 
there,)  she  expreascd  a  wish  that  you  had  hucIi 
a  piM«  of  wjUct  in  your  grounds  as  that  al  tlie 
esftt  «(ul  of  th«  purk,  which  luckily  adjoins 
your  detnesoe.  She  would  like,  she  said,  a 
pltaure-vefisd  on  that  pretty  lake.  Now  I 
may  not  wll,  or  let,  or  alienate  —  but  surely 
1  may  lend.  And  if  you  will  accept  this  key, 
and  Hhe  will  deign  lo  u»e  a^  her  own  the  Li^lc- 
End  tnere,  I  need  not,  I  trust,  say  bow  sacred 
frora  all  intrusion  from  me  or  mine  the  apot 
would  prove,  or  bow  lionoured  I  should  feel 
myself  if  it  could  contribute,  however  slightly, 
to  her  pleasure.  Will  you  tdl  her  thin?" 
"  You  had  better  ooine  and  tell  her  yourself." 
-NolOhnoI" 

*'  Wet),  then,  I  Muppo«e  I  niuM." 
And  the  governor  went  dowly  home  whis- 
tling, not  for  **  want  of  thought,"  but  as  a  fre- 
quent custom  of  Ids  when  anything  vexed  liim. 
About  a  month  after  thi*  coiivrrsalion,  the 
father  and  daughter  were  walking  throuj^  a 
narrow  piece  of  woodland,  which  divided  the 
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hightv  ornsm«n(ei]  gardens  of  the  governor, 
with  their  miW  of  gravol-irBlks  and  acre*  of 
Amcricon  border*,  from  thr  moj^iifioent  park 
of  Liale-Knd.  The  »cene  was  beautiful,  and 
the  weather,  a  sunny  day  in  early  May,  showed 
tile  landscape  to  an  advantage  belonging,  pcr- 
hapo,  to  no  other  season :  on  the  one  hand,  the 
gorgeous  shrubs,  trees,  and  young  pUntatione 
of  the  new  place,  the  larch  in  its  tcnttrresl 
grem,  lilacs  labiimums,  and  horse-die*!  nuta, 
in  their  tiowery  g!i>ry,  and  the  villa,  with  its 
irregular  and  oriental  architecture,  rising  aborc 
aJl ;  on  the  other,  the  nmgniiiccnt  o«ka  and 
iH-ecIieit  of  the  park,  now  stretching  into  ave- 
nue*, now  clumped  on  its  swelling  lawnn,  (for 
the  ground  was  remarkable  for  its  inequality 
of  surface,)  now  rt-AiXtrd  in  the  dear  water  of 
the  lake,  into  which  the  woods  totnetimeit  ad- 
vaiteed  in  minDie  promontories,  ivcedii^  again 
into  tiny  bays,  by  the  dde  of  which  the  dap. 
pled  deer  lay  in  herds  beneath  the  old  tbonu ; 
«hil«t,  on  an  eminence,  at  a  considerable  diit- 
taoce,  the  mansion,  a  magniiiceni  structure  of 
£li>abrth's  day,  with  its  gable-ends  and  clua- 
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cbimocrE.  RUwd  silonl  snd  majestic  as  a 
{TyraiHKl  in  ili«  ilcscrt.  Thr  s(xit  on  whirh 
they  stood  had  a  character  of  extraordiuary 
beauty,  and  ;et  diifcrcDl  from  either  sccae- 
It  was  a  wild  ){ltrn,  through  which  an  irn-gidar 
fbotpcUi  led  In  the  nmall  gate  in  (hv  park,  of 
which  Sir  Henry  had  »ent  Carutuice  the  key; 
the  ftlielving  banks  on  either  side  clothed  with 
furze  in  the  ftdlc»t  blosmm,  which  M'cnted  the 
air  witJi  itJ  rich  frdgranne,  and  would  alin<>«t 
have  dazzled  the  eye  with  ita  golden  Imtire  but 
ioc'  m.  few  scattered  firs  and  hollies,  and  some 
rirag^lin^r  clump*  of  iIk-  fciillwrv  birch.  I'htt 
nightingale*  were  singing  nronnd,  tliv  woud- 
ptgeons  cooing  overhead,  and  the  father  and 
daughter  passed  slowly  and  silently  along,  as 
if  vugmMed  by  the  sweetoeia  of  the  mominj; 
and  ibe  bveliness  of  (he  scene. 

Tbey  were  thiokJnj^  of  nothing  less ;  as  was 
proved  by  the  Grtt  quvslion  of  the  governor, 
who,  always  impatient  of  any  pause  in  conver- 
ualioo,  demanded  of  his  daughter  "wh«t  answer 
be  was  to  return  to  the  oflcr  of  Lord  Fi(z> 
alUn.- 

»ot.  I.  O 
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*'  A  court€gu«  n-fiiMl,  my  dear  lather,  if  you 
pleoM,"  «n«wrred  Ctjiutance. 

"  But  I  do  not  plea«e,^  replied  her  father, 
with  hiK  cruM»e>t  whistle.  "  Here  you  say  No! 
and  No!  and  No!  to  everybody,  insU^  of 
marrying  >omc  one  or  othrr  of  tht»c  young 
men  who  flock  round  you,  and  giving  me  the 
comfort  of  aeeing  a  family  of  gnmdrhildrcn 
about  me  in  my  old  age-  No  tu  thin  lord  !  and 
No  «>  tluit !  I  vi-rily  bdievet  Constance,  that 
you  meiui  tu  die  un  old  maid." 

**  I  do  not  expect  to  live  to  be  an  old  maid," 
sighed  Cuftstance ;  "  but  nothing  )«  so  unlikely 
aa  my  uiarrying." 

"Whew!"  ejaculated  the  governor.  "So 
she  means  to  die.  as  well  as  lu-r  cuiidn  !  What 
has  put  that  notion  into  your  head,  Coa«la»ce  ? 
Are  you  ill  ?" 

Not  particularly,"  replied  the  ditiightcr. 
"  Bui  yet  1  am  persuaded  that  my  life  will  be 
a  Hliori  (Hie.  And  so,  my  dear  father,  as  you 
told  uie  the  otlivr  day  that  now  that  I  am  of 
age  I  ought  to  make  my  will,  I  have  just  beni 
following  your  ndvice." 
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*Xih  I  thnt  nccQiiats  for  your  thinkinjf  of 
""dving.  Kverj-btxly  utter  first  nwking  a  will 
trx|M«I»  not  to  uirvive  above  a  week  or  two. 
I  did  not  myself,  I  reracmber,  »onie  forty  yemn 
ago,  when,  haviog  (craped  a  fvw  hundreds  to- 
gether, 1  Ibougbt  it  a  duly  to  Ivaw  iJicm  to 
aomebody.  But  I  got  uted  to  (be  operation 
as  1  became  richer  and  old«r.  NWII,  (kin- 
Maiice  !  you  have  a  pretty  Utile  fortune  to  be- 
queath—about three  hundred  thousand  pounds 
u  I  take  it.  ^\'bal  liave  you  done  with  your 
money  ? — not  left  it  to  me,  I  ho))e  ?" 

••  No,  dear  father  ;  you  desired  me  not." 

** That's  ri^bt.  But  wliom  have  you  made 
jour  heir?  Vour  maid,  Nannctlc  ?  or  your 
lap-dog,  I-'iilo? — tliey  are  your  prime  j>c(» — 
or  the  County  Hospital  ?  or  the  Ijilerary  Fund^ 
or  the  National  Gallery?  or  the -British  Mu- 
truin  ? —  eh,  Consunce  ?" 

'*  None  of  tbeae.  dear  father.  I  have  left 
Biv  property  where  it  will  n-rtainly  be  useful, 
and  I  think  well  used  —  to  my  cousin  Henry  ctf 
Lii-le-End." 

*'  Her   cousin    Henry   of    LishsEnd  ! "    re 
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echoed  the  father,  Hmiling,  and  then  M-nding 
forth  it  short  loud  whullc,  eloquent  of  pleasure 
and  ailtonixhiiiL-iit.  *'  So,  >o  !  Her  cousin 
Hfioryl" 

■^But  keep  tny  tecrcti  I  conjure  you,  dear 
father ! "  piiraiictl  CoiMituice,  eitgerly. 

"  Her  L-ouNin  Henry  !"  said  tltc  jp)vcniur  to 
hinifteir,  Mtliiij;  down  oii  tli«  ude  uf  tht-  hank 
to  calculate :  "  her  cousin  licnry  I  And  the 
may  be  quL-en  uf  LUIv-Kik],  a«  Ihio  key  proves, 
4ULTn  of  the  lake,  and  the  land,  and  the  land's 
tnavlvr.  And  the  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds  will  nMre  than  clear  away  the  niort< 
gage*,  and  I  can  take  care  uf  her  jointure  and 
the  yminjpT  children.  I  like  your  choice  ex- 
ceedingly, Coiirtanee,"  continued  b«r  fatbeTf, 
drawing  her  to  him  on  the  bank. 

"Oh,  my  dear  father,  I  beseech  you  keep 
my  secret  l" 

•  **Ye»,  yes,  well  keep  the  secret  quite  as 
long  a*  it  shall  be  nec»4«ry.     Don't  bluuli  m1|^ 
my  charmer,  for  you  hnre  no  nex-d.     Ix't 
sec — there  musi  be  a  six  month:."  mourning  — ' 
but  tlie  preparationE  may  be  going  on  just 
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w«i«.     And,  in  xpitc  of  my  foolish  brother  nnd 
hU  ffwli-th  will,  my  ConUance  will  he  lady  of 

Aivd  within  six  months  the  wedding  did  take 
pbee  i  and*  if  there  could  be  a  happier  person 
than  the  young  hridt-groom  or  lu's  lovely  bride. 
It  was  the  dt.-spotic  but  kind-hearted  governor. 
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Arm  speaking  of  the  excellent  air  uid 
bealthr  tntiuition  of  BeUord,  u  well  as  hs 
centrtcd  )>i)idtio>»  with  re^rd  to  B«lh,  South- 
ampton, Brighton,  and  Oxfurd,  and  iu  con- 
vmieDl  distance  from  the  inetn>poli»,  th«  fact 
of  its  abouading  in  boarding- schools  might  al< 
most  be  assumed  ;  since  in  a  country  town  with 
these  recommendations  you  arc  as  sure  to  find 
a  colony  of  Khoi^inastcni  and  school  nihttresMs, 
as  you  are  to  meet  with  a  rookery  in  a  gruTe 
<if  oaks.  It  is  the  natural  habitation  of  the 
opeeiea. 

Accordingly  all  the  prtDcipol  ilrevts  in  Bd- 
ford,  especially  Ihe  different  enlraaoeti  to  the 
lo«-n,  wen  fumithcd  with  dasskal,  coaunercial. 
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snd  roathetnMical  icadwnita  for  young  gnitle- 
cnet),  or  polite  semhiaries  for  young  Udies. 
tfbovj  uid  spariou»-lookin^  mansions  they 
were  for  the  inodt  p«rt,  generally  a  tiiile  re- 
moved from  tbe  high  road,  and  garnished 
with  the  captivating  tillrs  of  Clarcncv  House, 
&u8»ex  House,  York  House,  and  Glononttr 
HouH ;  it  bdng,  as  every  oi>e  known,  Ibc  ap- 
proved fashion  of  the  loyal  fraternity  of  achool- 
maatera  to  call  llicir  rvspcciive  nnideiioes  after 
one  or  other  of  tite  Prince*,  dead  or  alive,  of 
tbe  royal  House  of  Brunswick.  Not  a  hun 
dred  yards  could  you  walk  without  stumbling 
oQ  some  Kud)  rural  a<:aden)e;  and  you  could 
hardly  pnjceed  half  a  mile  on  any  of  the  main 
ro(ul>>  without  encountering  a  train  of  twenty  or 
thirty  pretty,  prim  misses,  arranged  in  orderly 
ooupleu  like  steps  in  a  Udd«r,  beginniog  with 
the  shortest,  and  followed  liy  two  or  three  de- 
mure and  ncntly -arrayed  govcmcKsett;  or  some 
more  irregular  procei'iion  uf  titraggltng  boys, 
for  whom  the  wide  footpath  was  all  too  narrow, 
■omc  loitering  behind,  some  scampering  l>eforo 
some  straying  on  ofie  ude,  some  on  the  other— ^ 
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dirty,  merry,  wntidy  and  unruly,  as  if  Eton,* 
or  Wp%l  mi  lister,  or  the  London  (Tnivcr«ity  it- 
tielf,  bad  the  honour  of  their  eductition :  luty,  if 
you  chnnced  to  pus  the  LinviiNterian  School, 
or  the  Xntional  Sch<H)l,  towardn  fiitir  in  the 
erraing  or  twelve  at  noon,  you  might  not 
only  wilncsB  tin-  tiirl>ulfiit  ouliwiirinji  of  that 
mo«t  )H)ihl(>rou!t  mob  of  Hmall  iienple,  with  ft 
fair  prospect  of  being  yourself  knocked  down, 
or  at  best  of  up.ietting  aonie  urchin  in  the  rush 
(the  chance  of  playing  knocker  or  knockw 
lieing  almo&t  even) :  but  might  a1<o,  if  curious 
in  such  mattCT**,  have  an  opportunity  of  dt^ 
oiding  whvthcr  llic  Piiwcntpm  under  Mr.  Lnn- 
cMter**  (fystvm,  or  ihe  Church  of  Kngland 
chitdmi  under  Dr.  BelP*,  succeeded  best  in 
producing  a  given  qiuiniitj  of  noise,  and 
whether  (he  din  of  shouUng  boys  or  the  cla- 
tnour  of  squalling  girls,  in  the  ecstatic  upraari- 
ouBiieu  of  their  r«len.<ie  from  tlie  ttchool-rootn, 
be  tlie  more  intolerable  to  e«r«  of  any  delicacy. 
Benides  these  comparatively  modem  ntlab- 

*  Bveryboily  wmemben  the  poM  Gnf't  dcacripikHi  of 
ilie  jouthful  mctnbcrt  of  tbc  ariMocfacf ,  ibe  fbtura  p*M« 
and  incipiijul  >«aaU>n,  M  LuiD :  "  duly  bop  pUyii^  U 
chckel." 
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lisbmcnls  for  education,  BelTord  boosted  two 
lit  thaav  old  piciiirc»(|ur  foimdaiions,  a  blue- 
coat  school  for  boys,  and  a  grM^n-wbool  for 
giriA, — proofs  of  llitf  charity  and  piety  of  uur 
aaeeaton;,  who,  on  the  abolition  of  monaa. 
lerieSf  so  frequently  bestowed  lfi«ir  poathu- 
mouR  bounty  on  endowioentH  for  (h«  godly 
bringing  up  of  poor  childrm,  and  whose  muni- 
ficvncc,  if  leM  extended  in  the  numbers  taught, 
was  so  much  more  eomprclicnsivc  and  com. 
plele  witli  regard  to  llie  iicleetctl  objects ;  in- 
cluding not  only  bed  and  board,  and  lodging 
aiKl  clothing,  during  the  period  of  instruction, 
but  even  apprentice  fe«s  for  placing  them 
out  when  they  had  been  taught  the  simple 
and  uteful  kiMiwlodge  wbi(-)i  itn-ir  bi-iiefactum 
thought  neceuary.  For  my  ou-n  part,  1  con- 
fess myaelf  somewhat  old-fashioned  in  these 
mattera,  and  admitting  ihv  nveouity  of  ■» 
wide  »  dilTuiJon  of  education  as  possible,  can- 
not Ih^p  entertaining  a  strong  predilectitm 
for  tlies«  limited  and  orderly  charily -schools, 
where  good  principles  and  good  conduvt,  and 
the  value  of  cliaracu-r,  both  in  the  children 
and   tlinr    teachers,  form  the   first  con^dera- 
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tioD.  I  ccrtsinly  do  not  like  (h«ni  the  liits 
for  the  plnuHint  tunooinlionK  b«loiigUig  to  their 
plclureM]u«  old-fjuthittnctl  druKt  —  ih«  long- 
waisteci  bodies  tind  {>elticoat-like  skirt  of  the 
bluecoat  boys,  their  round  taswlted  caps,  aod 
monkish  leathern  girdles;  or  the  little  green 
BitifF-gowns  of  thcgirU,  with  thetr  snow-white 
tippets,  their  bibs  aiul  aprons,  and  mobs.  1 
kfiow  nothing  prrttier  limn  to  view  on  a  Sunday 
morning  (he  train  of  thew  primilive-loukiug 
little  maidens  (the  children  of  "  Sir.  We»t'» 
charity")  pacing  demurely  down  the  »lep*  of 
thdr  equally  picturesque  and  old-fashioned 
dwelling,  on  their  way  to  church,  the  house 
itself  a  complete  rdique  of  the  domestic  archi* 
tccture  of  Elizalieth't  day,  in  citcellcnl  pn- 
•PTVation,  and  the  dee)>  buy-wintiowti  adornetl 
with  geraniums  (the  only  n>oden)  things  about 
the  place),  which  even  my  kind  friend  Mr. 
PiMtiT*  need  not  be  ashamed  to  own.     I  doubt 

•  Edward  Fo«ier,  Etq.  orCleww.— Mr.  Foster  b  peihap*, 
1  May  My  eenainly,  Hie  sicalMl  fanaiiBM  frvmt  in  Eog* 
lud.  tbt  bU  gudcner  win*  Un  haul  pntcs  whtrvm  hn 
Htaslw  detou  the  cun)|«(ition  worth}-  of  liM  Mlwt,  it  lin)« ; 
—  kii  ooiMWnw*  geniiiuin*  would  btor  away  tht  nwad 
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if  any  body  clmt  in  the  county  could  lurpwK 
tbem. 

But  the  school  of  schools  in  Belford.  that 
which  WAN  prr^inincnliy  called  Bi-lford  ScJmm). 
of  which  tht!  town  wu  justly  prow),  and  for 
whicfa  it  waa  justly  famuus,  was  a  fuumlation  of 
a  far  higher  cl&xs  and  character,  hut  of  nearly 

6tm  Ui;  v(  lib  riivlt — allhough  comnioDMI  ii  th«  wrong 
Mord,  Hacc  hit  flonm  tat  all,  to  lo  toy,  originaJ  —  being 
■eedlingi  ni>«(!  It;  lumM-If,  or  hj  hii  brother  Cftpuin  foun. 
Allbougb  Ki  thoroughtjr  Ind^'peDiIait  ot  anji  idvmtiiioui 
aid  ia  hit  own  coll«riion,  he  n  j-m  inott  kind  wi  gvneroui 
is  tb«  dtstribntioo  of  hit  ovn  pUnu,  u  I  can  well  letlify. 
Pcopte  arc  rer;  kind  to  tne  in  every  way,  and  in  nnthlng 
tdader  than  in  lupplying  my  little  garden  with  flowcra: 
ana  fciad  (riaud  Mods  m#  met,  another  datilia!),  a  third 
liettt'a-aaKt  Entybody  ti  kind  to  roe,  but  Mr.  l''oiter  is 
kindaaiof til.  Peihapa  I  may  be  pennitiad  to tranachbe 
hen'  vtme  Irillmi;  linm,  acGom|anicd  by  a  xtill  tnota  trilltiiK 
book,  in  which  1  eiHleuTuurvd,  not  to  repay,  but  lo  acknuw- 
tcdgc  my  oUigatim  (&t  hi>  inoumaiabl*  faraurs  — Tatoun 
greatly  CDhannd  by  th^  circiiiDiUiicp  of  my  being  per- 
•oeally  nnknonrn  to  my  kind  and  liberal  friend. 

TO  EDWARD  FOSTER,  ESQ. 
Of  cLBwaa  LoeOEtaErr.  16^3. 
Rich  u  tha  hutnnu  gera*  which  bae 
With  ruddy  light  the  Indian  mine; 
BtiglU  as  the  gorgeoua  Inrdt  wliich  Ay 
Glitlenng  acnM  Iba  IVopc  sky ; 
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muter,  necessitrily  in  ordiTs,  and  provided  wiUi 
testimonials  aud  degrees,  tit-ing  clmseti  by  the 
Corporation,  who  had  also  the  powLT-of  sending 
a  certnia  number  of  boys,  tite  suii»  of  poor 
lowuMnen,  for  gratuitou*  instruction,  and  the 
privilf^  of  decting  ofl'  a  certain  niinihcr  of 
bi>y»  to  EcholarshipH  and  fellowiihijis  at  varioiM 
mJleges  in  Oxford.  The  iiia»tcr*n  salary  wax, 
IS  usual,  snmll,  and  his  house  large,  so  that  t)te 
real  remuneration  of  the  gciilleaivn  who  condtR-t 
ihvie  grtunitiar-schuoU  ^  one  of  which  in  to  he 
fouod  in  almost  every  great  town  in  England, 
vbere  the  greater  part  of  our  professional  men 
and  country  gentry  have  been  educated,  and 
from  whence  so  many  eminent  persons  have  been 
tent  forth  —  depends  alnuitt  wholly  upon  the 
Imardert  and  day-scholars  not  on  the  founda- 
uoa,  whilst  the  number  of  boarders  is  of 
oouTvc  contingent  on  the  character  and  leurning 
of  the  master. 

AikI  it  Has  to  the  high  character,  the  e\ten- 
live  learning,  and  the  welKmcrited  popularity 
of  the  late  venerabU-  master,  that  fielfuni 
School  waa  indebted  for  being  at  one  period 
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the  school.  There  wb»  b  Hdle  court  before 
the  door  with  four  fir-lrves,  md  at  one  end  a 
projecting  bay-window,  belonging  to  a  rcry 
long  room,  or  rather  gallery,  lined  with  a  nohle 
collection  of  books,  wveral  thousand  volume*, 
rich,  not  merely  in  classical  lore,  but  Jn  the 
best  etIitHins  of  ih«  best  •iilhors  in  alino«t  every 
langaage. 

In  the  sort  of  reoeis  formed  by  this  window 
the  dear  Doctor  (the  Doctor  par  fxeeUetKe) 
generally  «at  out  of  school-hour«.  There  he 
held  his  levees,  or  his  draN'ing-rooius  (for 
ladies  were  by  no  means  excluded) — finding 
time,  M  your  very  busy  (or  in  other  words, 
your  very  arlixx)  people  so  often  do,  to  keep 
up  with  all  the  tapic*  nf  the  day,  from  the 
gravest  politics  (and  the  good  Doctor  was  a  ke«n 
politician)  to  the  lightest  pleasantry.  In  that 
long  room,  loo,  which  would  almost  have  accom- 
inodated  a  may<»r's  fc««t,  his  frvquiiit  and  nu- 
nKTouK  dinner-parties  were  generally  held.  It 
wo*  lite  only  apartment  in  that  temple  of  hoa- 
pitatity  large  enough  to  satisfy  his  own  open 
heart.  The  guests  who  hod  a  general  invita- 
lioii  to  hia  table  would  almost  have  Riled  it. 
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*  Hifl  person  had  an  imporlatwo  snd  sUteli- 
n«M  which  answrrcd  to  the  popiilnr  notion  ofn 
achoolninxtiT,  and  certainly  cotitrj  billed  to  the 
influence  of  his  manner  over  his  pupiU.  So 
most  undoubtedly  did  his  fine  countenance.  It 
roust  have  been  k  real  punisliment  to  have 
diiturbed  the  wrcniljr  of  those  fude  plftdd 
features,  or  the  Mweetness  of  tlint  benevolent 
smile. 

Benevolence  wa.s,  after  all,  his  prime  charae- 
trrislic.  Full  of  Icnouledgp,  of  wisdom,  and  of 
learning,  an  admiruble  ticboolniailt-r,*  and  ex- 
emplary in  every  rt^lalion  of  life,  his  sinji^Iar 
kindness  of  heart  was  liis  most  di!itingui»hing 
(|uaKiy.  Nothing  coidd  ever  warp  his  eandour 
—that  candour  nhich  is  so  oftcti  the  wisest  jus* 
ticp,  or  sliRc  his  charily ;  and  bis  pardon  fol- 
lowed !u>  iniuit-dintely  an  offence,  or  au  in- 
jury, tliat  people  began  to  think  that  there  was 
no  great  merit  in  itueli  placability  —  that  it  was 
an  affair  of  temperament,  and  that  lie  forgave 
because  he  wuld  not  la-lp  forgiving— jusl  as 
another  man  might  have  resented.     His  school 

•  "  Up  Icaclicth  bert  who  knowtth  best."— Cary'i  Piadw. 
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ru  of  count'  ail  iinsiH-akable  adviuiUgr  to  thr 
town;  but  of  ull  xiu;  bcneAt*  wliich  lie  ditily 
confcrrod  upon  b)&  neighbours,  hU  frienilt,  his 
|tu}>i]s  •uiii  Ills  fatnii^,  by  very  fur  ihi-  givatCHt 
was  hi&  example. 

If  lie  were  beloved  by  his  piijiils,  his  sweet 
sod  cittx'ltent  wife  wax  uIiiipxI  idii!i/.i'd.  Love- 
lier iu  middle  ugc  than  iKl-  lovely  diiiigliten  (a 
wreath  of  living  rnwi)  ity  whom  she  was  suiw 
rouixted,  pure*  simple,  kind,  sud  true,  no 
hatnui  bring  ever  giitliercd  uroond  iier  more 
■inctre  ami  devoted  nflVelion  ihun  the  churm- 
iiig  lady  of  Belford  School.  Next  to  his  own 
dear  mother,  ever)'  boy  loved  her;  and  her 
motherly  feeling,  her  kindiH-xs,  and  hvr  sym- 
pathy M-eiuH]  inexlmusiible ;  »lie  had  care  and 
love  for  all.*     There  is  a  portrait  uf  her  too ; 

*  T1i«  fellowing  line*  wit  wrinan  on  the  UnieiiUd  doith 
of  dua  DOM  clnnaing  tad  ekcollcni  woman : — 

Hmt;  wuh  hniK  imi  cl«udptl  evcrjr  eye, 
And  mwti&g  fncodi  luru  lulfaKajt  w  mi;Ii  ; 
Foribe  i*  pine,  Wore  nrhoie  soft  cuutrul 
SaidiMMAnd  tono')!  fled  \ht  truublc^l  soul ; 
For  >h*  M  ptat,  vrhow  chMriiig  Muiles  hiiil  pourcr 
To  ^>e«d  ua  plmsuie'i  mug  the  locial  hour ; 
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hat  it  6oea  aot  do  her  justice.  The  (HCtum 
dwt  are  naUy  like  ber,  «ie  the  small  Madoniuu 
•(  Baplwd,  of  which  thrrv  an  two  or  three  in 
Ife  SMAml  GaUerj  :  they  hkre  her  open  fore- 
hod,  ber  Arine  exprvuion,  her  ttiinple  grace. 
Biffcael  wn  one  of  (be  few  eren  of  the  old 
■■m  win  knew  how  to  paint  sacb  woroea  : 
•bo  awU  mute  such  glowi'ag  beauty  with  such 
u^uyiMt  parity ! 

PcrbifK  ooc  of  tfa«  6idcs  at  which  the  Doctor 
wM  «m)  lo  oMrt  adtmntoge  wu  on  s  Sunday 

taif  ikaB  W  thootbi  «»ik  biend];  fiMung  bUnd, 
Fte  ri« »  gMc  «te  «H  of  dl  a  fiiMkd  I 
Sidt^DakKdMiViMiUphMi  lo*«d(«  trace, 
■ifiH^Mfnve.  itt  mA  Madooaa't  bee : 
1W  1m^  ite  tMlMd,  the  fbB  iwMlMl  eye, 
Cflrf  (hMb.  tat  of  *e  dnuk  roM**  dr*, 
JU4  ool  lif*  tkM  bttdMl  g(  pant;. 

UKiMaff  ifitit  iInm  wiAUiing  light, 

l^fct  L<Jt»d  A*  DUTSwbOMMbof  Mt,— 

Hm  VM  Ik*  <vy  bcutj  of  ihe  heut, 
■Mi^ilacnvttelovtd.    Tlw<n*^diad, 
B^MMcfc  MRd  (id,  !■(  pMd  <M  hct  aod  «uUd->  < 
Bm  bMri  btr  race,  and  ia  ib  |«iiile  wuod 
-bother  Aaaod. 


And  M  iW  Moa'd  ^  wu :  riom  d«j  to  da; 
Wlaioai  aad  Tinn«  niufc'd  het  paaocfii]  tny. 
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afternoon  in  hin  ovrn  MbooUroom,  where,  sur- 
roonded  by  his  lovely  wife,  lijti  Urge  and  pfxk 
nnnDg  family,  his  pupiU  and  servant*,  oikI 
occasiooaUy  by  n  cho»m  circle  of  friends  and 
guests,  he  was  accustomed  to  perform  the 
ereoing  scr\4ce,  two  of  the  elder  boys  reading 
the  lessons,  and  he  himself  preaching,  with  an 
impre*Hiv<»M!t  which  nnnv  thai  ever  heard  him 
can  ftn^l,  tbow  doci  rim's  of  pence  and  good- 
will, of  hi>Iinc>H,  and  of  charity,  of  which  hU 
whole  life  wat  an  illuttralion. 

Lu^-«  wu  her  circle,  but  the  cti<*rful  IireusI 
Spread  wide  around  bn  bti|>|>ine*9  and  rest. 
8h«  had  a«cM  wonla  aail  plsusnl  looks  for  all. 
And  prvcieut  kiodnvit  bi  Ui*  Biounier*t  call  j 
Cbantjr,  quick  tot[tre  ind  stow  to  blanw. 
Awl  lingering  ititt  iii  thai  anlbded  fnme, 
Hm  fcitasi,  tho  mon  Hceting  ehanuf  of  youth, 
Blooin  of  the  mind,  aiinplidty  and  truth; 
And,  pare  Itcligioa,  tliinectetiuil  light, 
fi«am'd  nmixl  that  brow  in  mortal  lieauty  ttrigbt, 
Spake  to  tlist  ruice,  wRu  the  moiher-dova, 
Found  in  thai  ^itlle  breast  thy  homo  of  love. 
So  knh  the  friendship's  lovvly  knot.     How  well 
She  UVi  eMh  Utidcrcr  ouov,  no  terv«  can  Wll ; 
Thai  tost  bM  praise  Iitm  in  her  hnthand't  sigh, 
And  Itoaiiitg  ilinii  her  cluldrcn's  gliMBiung  eyur 
EababUDg  wUh  (and  tw>  Iw  meinoijr. 
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It  is.  bowevm-,  a  ecciic  of  «  difTcrent  nature 
that  I  have  uDtlL-rtiiken  to  chronicle;  and  I  niuM 
hasten  to  record,  lo  far  as  an  unlettered  woman 
may  achieve  that  prcsumptuout  taolc,  the  tri- 
umphs of  Sophoclif  and  KuHpideK  on  the  boards 
of  Bclfnrd  ^L-hiKil. 

The  fuundatioi)  waa  subject  to  a  triennial 
visitation  of  the  Headsof  someof  the  Houses  at 
Oxford.for  thvpiirpovcofcxuniininfr  the  pupils 
and  receiving  ihiMe  elected  to  scbulanhip*  in 
their  respective  colleges ;  and  the  examination 
had  bci-n  formerly  accompanied,  as  is  usual, 
by  Greek  and  Latin  ret-ilations,  prize-poents, 
fr]>eeche«,  &c. ;  but  alxiul  thirty  years  back  it  oc- 
curred to  the  good  Doctor,  who  had  a  strong  love 
of  the  drama,  knew  Shaks{>earc  nearly  as  well 
aa  he  knew  Homer,  tmd  would  talk  of  the  old 
acton,  Garrick,  Henderson,*  Mr».  Valea,  and 

*  HeoilerMn  wsf  hit  faTOuritc.  So,  from  MS.  teUen  in 
my  p(M««*tion,  I  And  him  to  hitir  bmn,  niih  Caplsin  Jtplt- 
■om,  (lio  author  of  ihc  "  Count  dc  tiarhoniic,"  the  "  It^un 
Ltyitr,''  kc.  »nd  ihc  fficnd  both  of  Girrick  and  of  John 
Kemble.  Intellect  gmiui  to  ha*«  beeo  hit  remaifcable  ch^ 
raclenslic,  uid  that  iiiinlity  which  rctult*  IVom  JDlcllcct, 
but  doM  out  slwajn  bvloog  to  il— uiU.    Whu  oa  artist 
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Miu  Farron,  until  ;ou  could  fsticy  that  you 

had  accn  them,  ihnt  n  Grc«k  drama,  well  got 

Ufx,  wuuld  iin|)rovt!  tlie  Imys  Im>U)  in  tl)p  thcorv 

and  practice  of  eloctilion,  anil  in  the  familiar 

aoil  critical  knunlcdgc  of  the  language  ;  thai 

it  would  lix  tlicir  atl«ntiofi  iuvd  Mlimulatc  their 

industry  in  a  manner  far  beyond  any  eommoit 

tasks  or  exami nations ;  that  it  would  interest 

thfir  parents   and  nmuHc  (heir   frii-nds  ;   that 

ibe  purity  of  lh<-     Urti-k     IragrdifK   retxlcred 

tham  (unlike  the  Latin   comedieti  which   time 

has  Mmctiooed  at  Westminster)   unexcejition- 

able  for  auch  a  purpose ;  and  that  a  classical 

exhibition  of  so  high  an  order  would  be  worthy 

of  his  own  name  in  the  world  of  Icttcro,  and  of 

the  high  reputation  of  hi*  establiiJimcnt. 

Heoce  aruw  the    Greek    plays  of  Relford 

Si^ool. 

Everything  conduced  to  the  success  of  the 

(perimeDt.      It   to  happened    that   the    old 

.  ihM  mail  hare  btttx  who  plaj-cd  llsmlM  hiuI  Fahlaff, 
4lo«ni([  iiiglUi,  bnUns  his  joueg  oain|wtil«r  K<mbl^ 
m  tbc  on*  (NUlj  inil  lib  celebrated  prtdcctuot  Quin  i^ 
ibeolhMl     Uii  eoriir  dniih  m*  pvihapt  th«  greatest  lota, 
tbu  the  M»ge  ever  suaialned- 
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school- room  ^ Dot  thm  uiwd  for  tU  urigin&l 
dmtinfttion,  as  the  Doctor  tuul  built  a  tpaciotu 
ipartmrat  for  that  purpMc,  closer  lu  hit  own 
library  —  was  ihc  verj  place  tlut  a  manager 
would  have  desired  for  a  theatre ;  beinj;  a  y«-jr 
long  and  Urg«  room,  conuDunicating  a)  one 
md  with  the  ochooL house,  and  opening  at  the 
other  into  the  entrance  to  the  Town-hall,  uader 
wbich  it  was  built.  The  end  nest  the  hou&e. 
exci-Hentljf  fitted  up  with  »cencry  and  proper- 
ties, and  all  the  modern  accessories  of  the 
drama,  formed  the  stage,  whilst  the  rest  of  the 
room  held  the  audience ;  and  a  prettier  stage, 
whether  for  pubUc  or  private  theatrical*,  hilh 
seldom  been  Men-  It  waKJuit  the  n^it  »ize,  ju«t 
a  proper  frame  fur  the  6ne  tragic  pictures  it  lo 
often  exhibited.  If  it  bad  been  larger,  the  it- 
lusion  whidi  gave  the  appearance  of  men  and 
women  to  the  young  performers  would  have 
been  destroyed,  and  the  effect  of  the  groufung 
much  diminifthed  by  the  comparative  unim- 
portance  which  !i|iacc  and  vacancy  give  to  Ibe 
figum  on  the  »cene.  That  itage  would  be  the 
very  thing  for  the  fasbiooaUe  amtoviprat  wT 
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ublewix  ;*  but  even  th«D  they  would  waot  lite 
prcKuling  genius  of  our  great  mas(«r,  who, 
although  he  pretimdn)  to  oo  skill  in  th^  art, 
must  tmv<7  had  a  paiuter^s  «ye,  fur  Dev<;r  did  I 
sec  such  grouping.  *'  Oh  for  an  hi^itorical 
pnuter  I"  was  Kir.  Bowles  the  poet's  exclama- 
tion, both  at  the  death  and  the  unveiling  of 
JUcv«>is :  and  I  oever  mw  any  one  of  the  per- 
Wmaitoes  in  which  a  young  artist  would  not 
have  found  a  series  of  models  fur  comiMi^Uion 
and  expression. 

Bcfjdes  the  excellfnee  of  the  theatre,  the 
audivitc«,  another  main  point  in  l3>e  drama, 
was  crowded,  intelligent,  and  enthutiia*iic.  The 
riaiterB  from  Oxford,  and  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 

■  He  uwul  ubJMUi,  iiMt*  copiM  of  plcnuct  hj  liring 
|MOpl»— a  fiKtl;  nutialion  on  Art,  who,  it  ii  to  br  pre*iim- 
■d,  haxlf  copied  from  Nalun>-arr,witfa  ull  ihcit  gnccfnl* 
OEM,  raUiet  iiu)|Hil  i  but  «diii«  h.it  }«uuj;  (iii-ntli  i>f  mine, 
gilb  o(  ([rtai  tJUle  Biiil  lal«ii(,  hnt«  \n*n  inlrwIucinK  n  very 
jHMIf  inwivation  on  ihs  originiil  ii3<ii,  by  pr«amliD|(  in 
dnaib  Aaw  nnw  of  the  taoat  itriking  iccd»  of  Scott'i 
pMsaa, "  MannJoa*'  anil  "  llie  Lny,"  ilius  superadd iiig  tlw 
gi*ce  of  nolJon  X>  ihiu  of  altitude,  and  brmlng  snewuid 
pacdkl  aBioMOMni,  hnlf-way  between  play  uid  pictniw, 
Cariba.aflMBt  and  ihe  tkif 
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pontmi  of  Boibfilt  (ib  tkir  nvrcd  ; 
poor  dc«r  aUrmcB,  I  voads  dwy 
tbr  btat  ! —  but  1  nppdae  tbcr  SA^  far  1 
arrcr  nfocntbcr  lo  bare  beard  .at  may  rmvua'* 
inqucM  at  Bdbtd,  of  wlucfa  tbr  >ci£ct  « 
"  Dird  of  ihcGreek  pUyOtlK>>wtbegradMa 
of  Uw  L'niTershj  aod  the  Bommgh,  atteaJri 
a-efiaa ;  ibe  patvnts  and  frieods  o/  tbr  prr- 
fonnrrt  v«re  dnim  ibcrr  by  iha  plt-uanlcf 
fttrling*  of  nffcctioo  and  pridv.  and  tbr  prtn- 
dpal  inhabitant*  uf  the  town  and  acigfaboar- 
bood  cnxrdcd  to  tbe  tbnue  for  a  doubl« 
xcaaoD—tbejr  liked  it,  and  it  was  tbe  fashion. 

Another  most  ddighted  part  of  the  audience 
consisted  of  the  fomirr  pupils  of  the  school, 
llw  I>octor*>  old  wbolars,  who  bad  furaud 
tfaemselTcs  nilo  ■  sort  of  club,  innHinK  tn  tbr 
winter  in  London,  and  in  tbe  auiumn  at  one 
of  tbe  principal  tna»  at  Belford,  vhilhcr  they 
thronged  frura  all  piarts  of  Eiigtund,  and  where, 
especially  at  the  lime  of  tbe  trteanial  plays, 
tfacy  oAcn  sUyed  days  and  weeks,  to  assist  at 
rdicaml*  and  partake  of  the  social  gaiety 
of  thai    roerrv   tiiiw.      For  weeks  before   the 
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pUyi,  ihe  Doctor's  evtr-hospitable  bouse  waa 
crowded  with  viaiten;  his  boos  steaJing  a 
diort  sbacncr  from  lltcir  si-vrral  profcsdoni, 
whfa  sometimo  a  bliisbing  bride  (for,  iu  imi> 
tation  of  (heir  father,  ihfy  niarrinl  curly  and 
hoppiljr) ;  fair  jming  frii-itd*  of  tiix  fair  daugh- 
ters ;  diittingui^ed  furdgnera ;  celebrated  acho- 
Utr  ;  nephews,  niece*,  courinB,  and  friends, 
nitbout  count  or  end.  It  was  one  sceiu*  of 
bustle  aod  gaiety  ;  the  gvntli:  mistress  smiling 
through  it  all,  and  sorming  as  if  >lic  bod 
nothing  to  do  but  to  make  her  innumerable 
guests  as  happy  and  as  cheerful  as  she  was 
herself.  No  one  that  enu-red  the  house  could 
doubt  her  sincerity  of  wek-oine.  However 
crowded  tlic  npartments  might  be,  the  gentle 
hostess  had  heart-room  fur  all. 

A  pleasant  scene  it  wim  for  weeks  before 
the  play,  since  of  all  plMNures,  especially 
of  llicalrkal  pleasure*,  ibe  prr[>aratiun  is  the 
m(»t  delightful ;  and  in  tliese  preparatioiiti 
there  was  a  more  than  common  portion  of 
amusing  contrasts  and  diverting  difficulties. 
Perhapa  the  training  of  tbi-  female  characters 

Tou  I.  r 
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wa&  the  inoM  Tcrtilv  Id  fun.  Fancy  a  quick 
and  lively  boy  leanting  to  tread  minciiigly,  and 
carry  himsclt  dcmurelyt  and  move  gently,  and 
c^urUcy  modestly,  nnd  »pcnk  softly,  and  blush, 
and  L^uiit  down  hU  <-yv.*,  iind  look  as  like  n  girl 
ab  if  he  had  all  his  life  worn  petticoats.  Fancy 
(he  vain  attempt,  by  cold  cream  and  chickco- 
skin  gloves  to  remove  the  stain  f)f  the  sum. 
nicr's  sun,  and  bring  tlto  co«rsc  red  paws  into 
a  KcmbUniT  of  feminine  delicacy  !  Fancy  the 
rebellion  of  thi-  lad,  and  hiN  hatred  of  slays, 
and  his  horror  of  paint,  and  ihe  (houtand  droll 
incidents  that,  partly  from  accident  and  partly 
from  design,  were  sure  to  happen  at  each  re- 
hearsal, (the  rchrarsal  of  an  English  tragedy  at  a 
real  theatre  is  comictd  enough.  Heaven  kttows  !) 
and  it  will  not  be  astonishing  that,  in  spite  of 
the  labour  required  by  the  study  of  w  many 
long  speeches,  the  performers  as  well  as  the 
gunts  behind  the  scenes  were  deliglitcd  with 
the  gvlting-iip  of  Ihe  Greek  plays. 

And  in  dpite  of  their  difficultte«  with  the 
feminine  costume,  never  did  I  »ee  female 
chaJTAClers    more   finely   represented    than    bj 
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iboc  bo]r&  The  lads  of  Shaksfiean.''*  days 
who  played  his  Imogones,  and  Constanceit,  and 
Hirandss,  could  not  hare  exceeded  the  Alcw- 
tises,  and  KlcclniK,  nn<(  Antigones  of  Bclford 
SchooL  And  the  male  characters  were  almuHt 
equally  perfect.  The  masterpieces  of  the  Greek 
rtage  wvn  prrformod  not  only  with  a  critical 
accuracy  in  the  delivery  uf  tlie  text,  but  with 
an  animation  and  ft-rvnur  which  utarknl  all 
the  itfaades  of  feeling,  as  if  the  young  actors 
had  been  accuatumed  to  think  and  Ig  feel  in 
Greek.  The  effect  produced  upon  the  audi- 
ence was  commensurate  with  the  excellence 
of  the  performance.  The  principal  scenes  were 
fell  as  truly  a.t  if  they  had  been  given  in 
English  by  some  of  our  best  actors.  Kven 
the  moat  unlettered  lady  was  sensible  to  that 
antit^ue  grace  and  palltos,  und  understood  a 
beauty  in  the  words,  (hough  iwt  tlie  words. 

Another  attrnclinn  of  thcM'  cln»s)cal  per- 
formances was  the  Knglisti  prologue  and  epi- 
logue by  which  they  were  prceedetl  and  fol- 
kmed.  These  were  always  written  by  old 
pupils  of  tht:  school,  and  I  cannot  rcMri  the 
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H«  I'Ct   OM 

liToM  or 
ctf  tkc«  dnotaofT- 

iImj  wtD  dniw  a  Tiloe  wA   tlicfr  ova  Cna 
IW  %|nil  11  !■  mil  itmmm 

CorgoUox,  vhilst  tfar  «zit«r  wiQ  £ad  ha  prood- 
eat  unUtioii  gnti&vd  ia  bcn^  aQowed  to  cUim 
tlw  tili«  of  bia  frirad. 


I'BOLOGUE  TO  THE  BECUBA  OF  EURIPIDES. 
troKKW  OCT.  t83T. 

"  KInl  tnatit,  with  senial  pbotTib  anj  m  cloo 
Oar  fteblf  nunutwe  of  nighl;  «i>c«  F 
Ur  Aink  foa  tiat  <r«  kim  lo  Mriko,  too  blc, 
Wlib  cnmca  uitiiia*,  ■ad  pwaiouotit  of  daMf 
No :  titerad  but  in  Earm  life**  itagc  lh«]r  fiD, 
And  dl  our  duracttn  uc  eiunt  slill. 

"  Fint,  IIk«U  :— aar.  Ibne  bj  Kkane  '*  too  bold, 
1  ;mni— no  Udj  la  tk«M  linca  gcow*  old ; 
f )ui  iKii  in  mn  you  'U  «Mk  lb*  BDciaD]  at$ 
In  Mrao  ftMch  TiKn  of '  a  nrtaim  age.' 
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That  a  JOB  duMc,  diou^  tut  in  Iwf  ntpuit. 
At  vriiot  ber  pwisef,  lo  forgol  ibr  eanU, 
Sup  icaDdal'i  lomnt  wiih  >  vord  of  peace, 
OAcid  W  cat,  or  eonpUinent  hei  meet ; 
BwMih  her  tongo  wh«a  deep**  ooloun  nw, 
fieBcmbcT  Heeub»— and  mind  your  ey**- 

"  Still  woald  the  mild  UItsms  win  ih«  loim, 
tli(  armour  bBit«(*(l  for  ■  Co«ni*l'»  gown ! 
Sercml  trutfa),  li«  acvct  practiied,  teach. 
And  be  proAue  of  wcaltli  and  lift — in  tprcoh. 
Or  on  the  huitingi  gum  th'  intpiting  cbi«r ; — 
Bui  bold  I  wv  ovn  no  poUlicinnt  h«n. 
The  mdiant  eoloon  tna  wnalliM  In  haaTSo, 
May  but  ba  (ocs  at  nwit  eine  year  in  tartn. 
And  mini^ng  biighiw  from  th«  |^n«n>u»  sirifo 
Shed  ninbow  hoe*  <m  pawion-inariad  life 

■  What !  if  lh«  Thiadtn'a  ^ill  we  tvely  *«•— 
IhiMMBadt  (at  gain  inn  latgly  mnd  a*  he ; 
When  Tmlc  held  vtracge  alliance  with  Homince, 
And  Fancy  lenl  il«1u3i(c  »hail«  to  Ctiance— 
Bade  gokt«B  vision*  bura  o'er  tli«  Situk), 
Aitd  Biade  'Cbwg»-alley  nn  enchanted  land. 
TfaeR  the  npl  tnerdiant  dnnnil  of  Sinhad'i  tnl«. 
And  utaloguad  in  thought  it»  gma  foe  rale ; 
Thorc  dived  lo  \'igD'»  time-uoaltct'd  eavM 
And  nnmm'd  oiilliuna  from  the  couTleouH  wavn. 
Still  Might  WMoe  daring  band  their  art*  employ. 
To  aearch  for  Priam's  tr«a*urei  hid  in  Troy— 
For  |[otd,  which  PolymniHtor  did  not  find, 
Bm  only  misted,  became  tlie  rogue  wa>  blind. 
Or.  BDM  our  cUaiic  robber*  dole  on  Greecr, 
S«l  paper-Mil*  to  win  h«r  Goldtm  Fltece ; 
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And  bid  her  hopo,  rerited  by  dric  piiy, 
Fluh  in  a  loan  to  bde  in  >  comtnitm. 

"  Kor  nnd  wc  her*  ImftginUinn'i  nid 
To  own  the  virtue  of  the  Tmjan  mnid. 
Would  any  aik  when:  courage  mepk  as  hen 
Tnith'n  nddest  tests  lo  gari»h  joy  prrfen. 
Whew  Lo*e  earth's  fragile  clay  to  h«o»en  allie*. 
And  lil«  proloiig'd  it  uiie  iweel  wcrifice^ 
\Vh«r«  gCDlleal  wiidoni  whiU  lo  chMT  «nd  guide  jt;- 
llusbnixls  and  loven,  only  look  bc«id«  ye  t 

"  And  if  oui  acton  gave  but  Treble  liinti 
or  the  old  Bard's  imjierinliiihle  tiola. 
Yet,  if  with  ihem  some  classic  pact  abide. 
And  hid  no  Ilrilith  thoii^hi  oi  throb  tubiidc. 
Right  wrll  OR  know  yoar  fondftt  wi^h  ytxi  ^itin, 
Wc  hato  not  toiled,  nor  you  approved  in  nia." 


cvn  OP  TUB  nun  touhe. 
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Ak  I  ]iro[^rd«d  In  the  beginning  of  this 

book,  so  it  fell  out :  )Ir.  Stephen  Lane  became 

pwbh-offlcer  of  Sunhnm.     I  did  not,  however, 

bncee  that  the  matter  would  be  so  easily  and 

«  (pcedily  settled  ;  neither  did  he.     Mr.  Jacob 

Jone*,  the  «x-niler  of  tbnt  rcRpectabli'  hamlet, 

«t£  a  cleverer  perion  than  we  took  him  for; 

ind,  imiead  of  staying  to  be  beaten,  wigely 

preferred  to  "  evacuate  Flanders,"  and    leave 

tbe  enemy  in  undisputed  possession  of  the  field 

"f  battle.     He  did  not  even  make  his  appenr- 

*ntc  It  the  vestry,  nor  did  any  of  hit  p«rti»ans. 

^lephen  hod  it  ail  hi»  own  way ;  was  appointed 

"Wwer,  and  found  himself,  to  his  great  asttv 

TOU  It.  ■ 
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nishment,  carrying  all  his  points,  sweeping 
away,  cuUiog  down,  turning  out,  rctrcncliing, 
nnd  reforming  so  as  never  rcfonner  dit]  before ; 
—  for  in  tlic  giwd  town  of  Bi-lfonl,  sllhoiigh 
eventually  triumphant,  and  pretty  gi-nerally 
successful  in  roost  of  his  operations,  he  had 
been  accustomed  to  play  the  part,  not  of  a 
minister  who  originates,  but  of  a  leader  of 
oppottiiion  who  demolishes  measures ;  in  short, 
he  had  been  a  tort  of  ch<.-ck,  a  balance-wheel  in 
the  borough  machinery,  and  never  dreamt  of 
being  turned  into  a  main-spring;  so  that,  when 
called  upon  to  propose  his  own  plans,  hii 
success  disconcerted  him  not  a  little.  It  was 
*o  unexpected,  and  he  himself  so  unprejMircd 
for  a  catastrophe  which  loiilc  from  him  his  own 
dear  fnidt-finding  ground,  and  placed  bim  in 
the  situation  of  a  reviewer  who  should  be 
required  to  write  a  better  book  than  the  one 
under  dissection,  in  tlic  place  of  cutting  it  up. 

Our  good  butcher  was  fairly  posed,  and, 
what  was  worse,  his  adx-ersary  knew  it.  Mr. 
Jacob  Jones  felt  his  advantage,  returned  with 
all  his  forces  (consisting  of  three  individuals, 
like  *■  a  tliree-tailed  bashaw")  to  the  field  which 
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tiud  abuidoned,  and  cnmraencod  a  BcricBof 
dEtnnishtng  guerilla  warfare — RfTairs  of  po«ts, 
i  aa  it  wtre — which  went  near  to  make  his  pon- 
[denms,  and  hilherto  victorious  enem)-.  in  spite 
rf  the  weight  of  hl«  artillwy  ai>d  the  lunnbcr 
and  discipline  of  his  troops,  withdraw  in  his 
turn  from  the  position  which  he  found  it  so 
psinful  am)  m  difficult  to  maintjun.    Mr.  Jacob 
Jnncs  wAfi  a  great  man  at  a  <(uii)lilt:.     He  could 
not  knock  down  like  Stephen  Lane,  but  he  had 
a  real  talent  for  that  sort  of  pulling  to  piwes 
which,  to  judge  from  the  manner  in  which  all 
children,  before  the)- arc  taught  beilcr,  exer- 
cite  their  little  nii»chit>vouK  Itngerw  uj>on  flow- 
en,   would    wvm    to  he  InUiM^livc  in  human 
nature      Never  did  a  spoilt  urchin  of  ihre« 
fears  old  demolish  a  carnation  more  completely 
than  Mr.  Jacob  Jonc«  picked  to  bits  Mr.  Lane*s 
wreral  propoiqtionN.     On  t)ic  broad  question, 
the  principle  uf  tlie  thing  pro|)o90(1,  our  good 
ex-b(itdier  was  pretty  sure  to  be  victorious ; 
but  io  the  detail,  the  clauses  of  the  difTcrcnt 
measures,  Mr.  Jacob  Jonn,  who  h»d  a  wonder- 
ful tnm  for  perplexing  and  puzzling  whatever 
^leatkm  he  took  in  hand,  •  real  genius  for 

fi2 


4  »TeK  JENKINS, 

confusion,  generally  contrived  (for  the  gentle*, 
man  was  a  "  word-«atchcT  who  lived  on  sylla< 
hlw")  by  expunging  half  a  sentence  in  one 
place,  and  *mti^injr  in  two  or  three  words  in 
another — hy  alteratiuns  that  were  anything  but 
amend mentu,  and  amendments  that  overset  all 
that  bad  gone  before,  to  produce  such  a  mass 
of  contradictions  and  nonsense,  that  the  most 
intricate  piece  of  special  pleading  tliat  ever 
went  before  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or  the  moat 
addle-beaded  bill  that  ever  pasted  through  a 
Committee  of  tlie  whole  House,  would  have 
been  common  sense  and  plain  English  in  the 
compariMtn.  The  man  bad  eminent  qiudities 
for  a  debater  too,  ciipeeially  a  debater  of  that 
order,— incorrigible  pertness,  intolerable  perti* 
naeity,  and  a  noble  contempt  of  right  and 
wrong.  Even  iu  that  matter  which  is  mos4 
completely  o|)en  to  proof,  u  (ptcHtiou  of  figurea, 
he  wus  wholly  iniu:r<^»«il)lc  to  conviction ;  show 
him  the  fact  6ftj'  times  over,  and  still  be  relum- 
ed to  the  charge, — still  was  hU  shrill  squeaking 
treUe  heard  above  and  l>etween  the  deep  wno- 
rous  ba»  of  Stephen, — still  did  his  smalt  nar- 
row person  whisk  and  flitter  around  the  "  huge 
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lotuntUty"  of  thai  ponderous  am)  excdlont 
parisJi-oOicer,  buzzing  and  stinging  like  «oiii« 
anive  bomet  or  sUm  dragon-fly  about  the  head 
of  one  of  bis  own  oxen.  There  was  no  putting 
dovn  Jacob  Jones. 

Our  good  butcher  TreKcd  and  fumed,  and 
Kftcd  hU  hat  fruni  hU  head,  ntid  mioothn) 
duwu  his  shining  hair,  and  wijied  his  honest 
Ehc,  and  «lonned,  and  thundered,  and  vowed 
vtdigeance  against  Jacob  Johm;  and  finally 
threatened  not  only  to  secede  with  his  whole 
|Mrty  from  the  ve«try,  but  to  return  to  the 
Butts,  and  leave  the  maivugeineiit  of  Sun- 
^am,  wurkhouie,  iMor-rate^,  higliwayN,  and  all, 
|o  hi*  nimble  conifK-tilor.  One  of  hit  i»u»t 
inisly  adherents  indeed,  a  certain  wealthy  yeo- 
Bwu  of  the  nante  of  Alsop,  well  acquainted 
with  bis  character,  suggested  that  a  very  little 
flattery  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lane,  or  even  a  few 
vell-directed  bribes,  would  not  fail  to  dulcify 
am)  even  to  ailenee  the  worthy  in  i^uestioD ; 
but  Stephen  hud  never  Haltered  anybody  in 
his  life— it  is  very  doubtful  if  be  knew  how ; 
and  held  bribery  of  any  sort  in  a  real  lionesr 
■bborreaoe>  very  unusual  for  one  who  had  had 
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SO  much  to  do  with  conlcsted  elections ; — and 
to  brilM:  and  flatter  Jacoli  Jooea  !  Jacob,  whom 
tbe  honest  butcher  came  nearer  to  haling  than 
ever  he  had  to  hating  anybody  1  His  very  soul 
revolted  a^n&t  ]t.  So  be  appointed  Farmer 
Alsop*  who  understood  the  management  of 
"  the  chap,"  a*  he  was  wont  to  adl  his  small 
opponent,  deputy  overseer,  and  betook  hini- 
Bcir  to  hia  private  concerns,  in  the  conduct  of 
his  own  grazing  farm,  in  overseeing  the  great 
^op  in  tlie  Butu,  in  attending  his  old  clubs, 
and  mingling  with  his  old  a&iociaten  in  Bel* 
ford:  and,  above  all,  in  sitting  in  his  &unny 
summcr-boufc  during  ihc  sultry  evenings  of 
July  and  August,  enveloped  in  the  fumes  of 
hit  own  pipe  and  clouds  of  dust  from  the 
higti-road, — which  was  his  manner  of  enjoy, 
ing  the  pteasunea  of  the  country. 

Towards  autumn,  a  new  and  a  diflcrrot 
interest  presented  itself  to  (he  mind  of  Stephen 
L«ue,  in  the  shape  of  the  troubles  of  one  of 
his  Biott  inlimate  friends  and  moot  faithful 
and  loyal  adherents  in  the  loyal  borough  of 
Bclford  Regi& 

Petar  Jenkins,  the  poulterer,  his  next-door 
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neighbour  in  the  Butts,  fortned  exactly  that 
sort  of  contraU  in  mind  and  body  to  tht- 
gigantic  and  energetic  butcher  which  ve  m> 
often  find  ■muiig^t  pvrsoiu  atroDglr  atrRcbed 
tg  cacb  other.  Kach  was  equally  good  an<l 
kind,  uud  knuc^l  and  Inu.- ;  but  rtrniglh  v/m 
(be  di^tiDguiiJung  characteristic  of  ibe  one 
DUO,  and  weakness  of  the  otber.  Peter,  much 
jDUDger  tban  his  friend  and  neij^hbour,  waa 
pole  and  fair,  and  slendrr  and  ileUotlc,  with 
vcTjr  light  hair,  ver^  light  eyea,  a  thy  timid 
maooer,  a  small  voice,  and  a  general  holp- 
lawness  of  aspect.  "  Poor  fellow :"  was  the 
ioterfud  cxcbunatioii,  the  unspoken  thought  of 
everybody  thai  conversed  with  him ;  there  was 
^omethiog  so  pitiful  in  his  look  and  accent : 
and  yet  Peter  was  one  of  the  nche«t  men  in 
Belfurd,  having  inherited  the  hoards  of  three 
or  four  miserly  uncles,  aod  succeeded  to  the 
well^ocuBtomed  poultry-shop  in  the  Butts,  n 
high  tLarruw  teiiement,  literally  stufiVtl  with 
g&ese,  ducks,  chickens,  pigeons,  r<ibbit»,  and 
game  of  all  sorts,  which  lined  the  duora  and 
windows,  and  dimglc<l  frutn  ihe  ceiling,  and 
lay  ranged  U|)0d  the  counter  in  every  po«Aible 
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finAei  or  lutplockcd. 
Ik  dii^  wMhdwnowl  ahop,  and 
■r  Maaagtat  pamBUa  eaatr»t  to  thr 
rrpamtorj  acxt  door,  •pKaous  u 
Stepfaot's  csItcs,  and  sheep, 
fcnM  ct  *tttl,  nd 
IB  vbok  caroMe* 
a  M]»me  joinis 
or  flkil  hnge  trsf  s,  or 
■a  Briglnj  fabcks,  or  vmatg  in 
to  harr  irag^ 
Lmx  bamatil  is  the  btboGe.  Em 
did  not  ptv 
fj  «*"— ™  than 
tfar  hdgk,  iMffnm,  aowded  moMgccw  of  dead 
fowl  next  door. 

Yet  Mill  was  Pttrw  jwtl;  called  "  Poor  Td- 
loa  r  U  tbr  fint  place,  becauae  be  waa, 
tor  a  van,  &r  ofer-gentle,  lOQcb  too  tike  the 
iahabitaaCa  of  hU  o«a  fcatlwry  den, — was  not 
aaly  **  pageoo-fiTend  aod  lacked  gall,"  but 
«aa  actually  chkkeo-houtcd ;  — in  the  next, 
bccanae  be  waa,  to  to  nj,  chicktst-pecked, 
and,  although  a  ttranger  to  the  ooinfbru  of 
nwtnaiunT,   was  ounfurtably  under   pettlooat 
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prernnu-nt,  being  Mmpletely  doauneered  over 

by  a  maiden  stKicr. 
Miss  Juditli  Jciikinii  wm  a  angle  woman  of 

m  UDcertain  age,  lean,  skinny,  red-haire<l,  cx- 

ordingly  pnra  and  upriglit,  slow  and  formal 
'm  her  manner,  and,  to  all  but  Pcler,  nnnark- 
My  smooth -dpoken.  To  him  her  accent  wan 
iovariably  vharp,  and  aotir,  and  peevish,  and 
contradictory.  She  lectured  him  whpi  ai 
bome,  and  rated  him  for  going  abroad.  Thr 
vrry  uay  in  which  $he  collrd  him,  though  thr 
poor  man  flew  to  obey  lier  nummonft,  the 
iDMhod  after  which  dtc  pronounced  the  inno- 
cent dissyllaUe  "  Peter,*"  was  a  sort  of  taking 
to  task.  Having  been  hts  elder  sister,  (al- 
tbougli  nothing  now  was  less  palatable  to  her 
than  any  al]u«[oa  to  her  right  of  primogeni- 
ture,) and  tii;  n>othrr  having  died  wliiUt  h« 
was  an  infant,  she  had  l>een  accustomed  to 
exerciH;  over  him,  from  the  lime  that  he  was 
in  leading  strings,  all  the  privileges  of  a  iiiirw 
and  gouvernante,  and  still  called  liim  to  ac- 
count for  his  savings  and  spendings,  his 
oKnings  and  goings,  much  as  she  used  to  do 
when  he  was  an  urchin  in  sltort  coat*.    Poor 
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flf    ■BUlf 

IB  her 
fiv  aij  P**i  hefifve  n  llie 
I  hdkl  dttt,  wltich  mnwd 
lo  tbm  tbr  flAct  of  bn-  dng^  date,  to  haw 
bam.  IB  mlttv,  iu  ouda  aint^  Am)  no- 
hodjr  who  KaJ  hsppened  to  obwrre  the  Amnge 
in  Miu  Judith  Jenkins'  taee,  »x  no  time  ovrr- 
IwwJliful,  when,  from  the  sfknt,  modnt,  rurt- 
wytng.  ihopwooiao-Uke  drifity  wiih  which  >he 
had  been  rrceiving  an  order  for  a  fine  turkey 
poult,  a  lort  of  "  butter  won't  tndt  in  hvr 
mouth"  eiprwion  wor  turned  at  once  tnto  a 
"  rhw*p  won't  choke  tier"  look  and  voice  as 
•Iw  deltrrred  the  order  to  her  unluckv  bn>- 
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lb«r,  ocHiId  be  much  astuni»h«d  th«t  uy  at 
the  tmx  of  bachciors  should  shrink,  from  th« 
danger  ot  ciKauntrriDg  xuch  a  look  in  liis  o«ra 
pcTBOo.  Add  to  tlii*,  that  the  duaiM;I  had 
DO  worklij  guodi  aad  chattcU,  except  what 
the  mjglit  liavi;  gtavrd  in  Peter's  house,  aud* 
to  do  her  justice,  she  was,  I  believe,  it  ttnctly 
booc&t  wotnoti  i  that  the  red  bair  was  accom- 
panied by  rod  eye-browft  and  cye-IaslK*,  and 
cytrs  that,  especially  wlieii  talkiitg  to  Feler, 
altnuftt  leemed  red  too;  that  her  face  was 
uawjly  freckled ;  and  that,  from  ber  exceed* 
tag  meagreoess,  her  very  roiraess  (if  mere 
whiteness  may  be  colled  such)  told  against  her 
by  giving  the  look  of  lioaea  starting  through 
tbe  akin;  and  it  will  be  admitted  that  there 
iru  no  immediate  chance  of  the  unfortunate 
poulterer's  getting  rid,  by  tbe  piriuuuit  and 
safe  mcaos  called  iiuitriiooiiy,  of  an  encuou 
bniDcc  under  which  be  groaned  and  bent,  like 
Siubad  the  Satlur  when  bestridden  by  that  bc- 
tormentor  the  Old  Man  of  the  Sea. 

Thus  circumstanced,  Peter't  only  refuge  and 
consolation  was  in  tlie  friendship  and  prulec- 
tion  of  bis  powerful  neighbour,  before  wiiosc 
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strengtb  and  finnMM  of  nunncr  wtd  character 
(to  E«y  nothiBg  of  his  bodily  prowew,  which, 
althou^  it  can  never  be  exerted  a^tnE.t  tbvm, 
does  yet  iii»en»il>ly  influrnc^  all  women)  the 
pnm  maiden  quailed  amaio.  With  Stcpbcii  to 
tuck  him,  Peter  (br«]  attend  public  meetings 
and  private  club*;  and,  whvii  wrrly  put  to  it 
by  Judith's  lectures,  would  slip  through  the 
back  way  into  Mrs.  I>ai>e's  parlour.  baskioK 
in  ifae  repuM  of  her  gentleness,  or  excited  by 
ber  good  husband's  tnerntnent,  until  oil  the 
evils  of  hia  home  were  fairly  forgotten-  Of 
course,  the  kind  butcher  and  his  ewcet  wife 
loved  the  kind  and  harmless  creature  whom 
they,  and  they  alone,  hod  the  power  of  raiiJDg 
intg  comfort  and  ha|>pineHH;  and  he  repaid 
their  afiection  by  (be  most  true  and  faithful 
devotion  lo  Stephen  in  all  affairs,  whetlicr  elec* 
tioD  contests  or  squabbles  of  the  corporation  or 
the  vestry.  Never  luid  luidrr  of  a  party  a 
more  devoted  wUiiTent ;  and  abating  his  one 
fault  of  weakneu,  a  fault  which  brought  its 
own  punishment,  he  was  a  partisan  who  would 
liave  dune  honour  to  any  cause,  —  honest, 
open,  true,  and  generous, — and  one  who  would 
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have  been  tboroughljr  hospitable,  if  fan  sister 

would  but  Kave  l«t  him. 

A»  it  waji,  he  was  a  goixi  fftkiw  when  she 

was  out  of  the  way,  and  had,  like  the  renowned 

Jcnj  Socalc,  his  own  monients  of  half-afraid 

eDJoyment,   on  dub-nightii,  and   nt   ('hrtstma* 

Itardes;  when,  like  the  iilu&triuus  pinmaker,  he 

tang  bis  wng  and  to)d  his  Mory  with  the  best 

of  tbem,  and  laughed,  and  nibbed  his  hands, 

iuid   cracked  hit  joke,  and   would  have   been 

ijuite  h'ppy,  but  for  the  clinging  lliought  of 

his   reoepticm  at   home,   where  sal    hi*  awful 

tislVT,  for  she  would  sti  up  for  him, 

"  (jubehng  \vct  brows  like  gathering  *tonn. 
Naaing  Imc  wiaih  ti>  kwp  it  Honn." 

Howerer,  Stephen  generally  saw  him  in, 
and  bt«ke  the  Rrat  fury  of  the  tempest,  and 
■omcliiucai  laughed  it  off  altogether.  With 
Stephen,  to  back  him,  h«  was  not  to  miKh 
afraid.  He  even,  vrhen  unuitttidly  eh-viited 
with  punch,  his  favourite  liquor,  would  declare 
that  be  did  not  mind  her  at  all ;  what  harm 
cuuld  a  woman's  scolding  do?  And  though 
hi«  courage  would  onxe  out  vomeuluit  as  he 
approwhed   his  uwn   door,  and   ascended    llie 


; 


14  PETER  JENKINS, 

three  steep  steps,  and  listened  to  Iter  Klurp, 
angry  tread  in  llw  passufrc,  (for  lier  very  foot- 
steps were  to  Peter's  practised  ear  the  prccur- 
sin«  of  th«  coming  kctutc,)  yet,  on  lh«  whole, 
wbiUt  «hidd<.tl  by  his  champion  and  protector, 
the  jolly  bulrher,  h«  got  on  pretty  well,  and 
<ras  perhapA  as  happy  as  a  man  linked  to  a 
domineering  woman  can  well  expect  to  be 

Mr.  Lane's  removal  was  a  terrible  stroke  lo 
Pcfer.  The  dittHucG,  it  was  true,  wiu  only 
half  a  mile :  hut  the  cvery-day  friend,  the 
next-door  neighbour,  was  gone ;  and  the  poor 
poulterer  fretted  and  pined,  and  gava  up  his 
club  and  his  parish -meetings  grvw  thinner  and 
thinner,  and  palir  aiul  julcr,  and  aeeined  dwin* 
tiling  nway  into  nothing,  lie  avoided  his  old 
friend  during  his  frequent  Tigits  to  the  Butts, 
and  even  refused  Mrs.  Lane's  kind  and  prensing 
invitations  to  come  and  tee  them  at  Sunbam. 
His  sister's  abtioiioe  or  presence  had  ceased  to 
make  any  (lifTcrence  in  him;  his  spirits  were 
altogether  gone,  and  his  very  bear!  seemed 
breaking. 

Afiairs  were  in  ibis  posture,  when,  one  fine 
afternoon  in  the  beginning  of  October,  Stephen 
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arainf^  wrms  Bunhsm  ('onunon  rrom  a 
walk  that  Ite  had  b«eD  takiui^  over  umu^  of  his 
puturet,  which  lay  at  a  little  dbunce  from  hia 
boose.      He  was  quits  unaccompanipd,  imlnft, 
indeed,  bis  pet  do);.  Smoker,  might  bo  lenncd 
his  companiun"  an  aniioal  of  ht<;h  binod  and 
great  aaf^acity,  hut  so  divf^iit-d  hj  hi^t  insup- 
portable fatness,  that  1  myaelf.  who  have  gene- 
rally a  tolerable  eye  when   a  greyhound  is  in 
qneslion,  took  him  for  aome  new-fangled  qua<t- 
rnped   from   foreign   part», —  tome  man>imus 
mastiff  frxHii  the  Anthrupophogi,  or  Brobdig* 
T^^in  pointer.     Smoker  and  his  master  were 
niarekfng  leisurely  up  Sunham  Common,  undvr 
the  sltade  of  a  noble  nvmuc  of  onk»,  terminat- 
ing at  one  end  by  a  spacious  open  grove  of  the 
aame  majeatk   lr«e;   the  sun  at  one  side  of 
them,  just  sinking  beneath   the   horizon,  not 
nsking  his  usual  "  golden  set,"  but  presenting 
to  the  eye  a  ball  of  ruddy  light ;  whilst  the 
vapoury  douds  on  the  east  were  tufl'usvd  wfth 
a  soft  and  delicate  bttish,  like  the  reflection  of 
roses  on  an  alabaster  vase ;  —  the  bolU  of  the 
trM«  HlDod  out  in  an  almost  brassy  brightness, 
large  portions  of  the  foliage  of  the  lower 
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branches  were   bathed,    as   it  wtre,   in   gcAd, 
whilM    the   upper  buuglis  retained  the  rich 
rusKt  brovrn  of  the  season  ;  —  the  green  turf 
benvath   was  plcnsnnt  to  the  vyc  and   to   thfr 
tread,  frnjrrant  with  thyme  and  aromatic  herfat^ 
and   dotted   here  and   there  with   the  meny^' 
coloured  fuDf^i  of  autumn; —the  rooks  were 
returning  to  their  oh  1  abode  in  the  oak-u>p«: 
children  of  all  age«  ni-re  gathering  ac»m»  tin- 
dtmeath ;    and   the  light   smtdce  was  curling 
from  the  picturesque  cottages,  with  their  islet* 
of  gardens,  which,  inferminglcd  with  straggling 
horses,  caw»,  and  sheep,   and   intersected  by' 
irrcgulnr  pools  of  water,  dotted  the  surface  of 
th«  village-green. 

It  wa«  a  scene  in  which  a  poet  or  a  painter 
would  have  deligtiled.  Our  good  friend  Ste- 
phen was  neither.  He  paced  along,  support- 
ing himaelf  on  »  tall,  stout  hoe,  called  a  paddla, 
which,  since  he  liad  ttinwd  farmer,  h«  had 
assumed  instead  of  his  usual  walking-stick,  for 
the  purpose  of  eradicating  docks  and  thistles ; 
—  now  beheading  a  weed — now  giring  a  jerk 
amongitt  a  drift  nf  fallen  lcave«,  and  n-nding 
thent  dancing  on   the  calm   autumnal   air: — 
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BOW  cUching  on  the  end  of  his  paddle  an  worn 
u  it  fell  from  th«  tree,  and  ending  it  back 
uQoogsl  the  branches  like  a  ^lutUt-cock ;— now 
luring  a  rough  but  hearty  ouewt  lo  lii%  Cuith- 
fut  BttFodaat  Smoker,  as  the  affectiooatc  crea- 
ture pokfd  hi«  long  nose  into  his  hand;  —  now 
whistling  the  be^iminj;  of  unc  tuuv,  now  hum- 
ming the  end  of  aoutlier ;  whilst  a  train  of 
thougbtfr,  pleasant  and  unf^ea&ani,  merry  and 
ad,  went  whirling  along  his  brain.  Who  can 
describe  or  remember  thi;  visions  of  half  an 
hour,  the  rvoulhTCtioiiN  of  ludfu  mile?  F)rst> 
Stcjtiicn  b<^Mi  gravely  u>  calculalt  ttie  profit* 
of  ibuse  upland  p«»tures,  callod  and  known  by 
ihe  name  of  the  Sunliam  Crofts ;  the  number  ctf 
tOD«  of  bay  contained  in  the  ricks,  the  value 
of  the  grazing,  and  the  deductions  lo  be  mode 
tor  labour,  manurv,  tithe,  an<!  {Kxir-rale, —  the 
land-tax,  though!  Steplien  lo  himself,  being  re- 
deemed ;  —  then  poor  Utile  Dinah  Keep  crossed 
hit  path,  and  dropped  her  modest  curtsey,  aitd 
brought  to  mind  her  bctlridden  father,  and  his 
itight-mare,  Jacob  Jones,  who  liad  refused  to 
make  thi*  poor  cripple  ihe  proper  allowauce; 
nad  Stephen  curH-d  Jueuh  in   hi»   heart,   uod 
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resolved  to  send  Diuali  s  bit  of  mutton  that 
very  ercning:  —  then  Smoker  w«tit  bcatinf^ 
about  in  a  pntcb  of  furju-  by  the  *i<lc  of  the 
avenue,  nnd  Stcpltcn  divergnl  frooi  hi»  path  to 
help  him,  in  hopes  of  a  hare : — then,  vhen  that 
hope  was  fairly  gone,  and  Steplien  and  Smoker 
had  resumed  their  usual  grave  aod  steady  pace, 
a  sow,  browMug  among  tlic  acorns,  with  her 
young  family,  caught  his  notice  and  Smoker's, 
who  had  like  to  hare  had  an  aSair  with  her  in 
dafmoe  at  one  of  the  little-  pig«,  whilst  his 
master  stopped  to  gueu  her  weigiil.  "  Full 
fourteen  aoorei'"  thought  Stephen,  *'  as  nhe 
itaods;  what  would  it  be  if  fatted  f — twenty, 
at  kaat.  A  wonderful  line  animal  !  I  »)iould 
like  one  of  the  breed."  Then  he  recollected 
how  fond  Peter  Jenkins  used  to  be  of  roast 
pjg;  —  tbvii  he  wondered  wliat  was  tl»e  nuitter 
with  poor  Peter; — and  just  at  that  point  uf  his 
eogitations  he  heard  a  faint  voice  cry,  '<  8t«>- 
phen  r — and  turning  round  to  aM-erlain  to 
whom  the  voice  belonged,  found  himself  in 
front  uf  Peter  hinisrif,  looking  raore  shadowy 
thm)  ever  in  the  deepening  twilight. 

GnctiDgs,  kind  and  hearty,  pa»ed  betncen 
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the  sain«tiin»  neighbours,  and  Smolcer  wm  by 
no  meant  bchindhaiul  in  Hxproaing  ht>  plea- 
•ure  at  the  dgbt  of  an  old  friend.  They  sat 
down  on  a  bank  of  turf,  and  inoaa,  aoti  tliyiue. 
formed  by  n  watcr-channct,  which  had  been  cut 
t»  drniu  the  avenue  in  winter;  and  Uie  (mar 
pnitterer  poured  his  {^rfx  into  the  nynipa- 
thttiog  ear  of  bis  indignant  friend. 

•*  And  now  she's  worse  than  ever,"  quoth 
Peter;  **  I  think  soon  that  she'll  want  the  key 
of  th«  till  She  won't  let  inc  go  to  the  club,  or 
ibc  ve»lry,  or  the  mayor's  dinner:  and  the 
Torin  have  got  hold  of  her,  and  if  there 
should  happen  to  be  an  election,  she  won't  let 
me  ▼ote." 

"  Marry,  and  be  rid  of  her,  man  '.  —  that  '* 
n>y  advice,"  slufutetl  Stephen.  "  Dang  it  t  if 
I M  be  managed  by  any  woman  that  ever  was 
born.  Marry,  and  turn  her  out  of  doors !" 
vociferated  Stephen  Lane,  striking  hi*  paddle 
into  the  bank  with  sticli  vehemence  that  that 
Useful  inipl^n>ent  broke  in  the  eSort  to  pull  it 
out  again.     "  Marry,  I  say  I"  shouted  Stephen. 

"  How  can  I  ?"  rejoined  the  meek  man  uf 
ebickens  ;  "  Bbe  won't  let  me." 
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itajcd   with   Ikt  cwr  since,   wailing  on   the 
pom-  uU  woman,  and  rearing  poultry — " 

r.ff'^e's  the  best  fattener  of  turkeys  in  the 
MHtDtry"  iniemipled  Peter.  — -t  mi 

^.1*  R««rinfr  poultry,"  proceeded  Stephent 
'*  mad  looking  after  the  fnrdvii  by  tiny,  and 
suing  up  half  the  iiigiit  at  nuxllcwork  !  Sally 
Clemeata — the  prettiext  girl  within  ten  milm, 
and  the  best  I  Sally  Clcmente — whom  my 
mtstms  (and  sli«'s  do  bad  judge  of  a  younf; 
woman)  lorvs  as  if  slie  wa»  Iter  own  daughter. 
Sally  ClemeniA  !  <l»iig  it,  man  !  you  sluiU  have 
b»T.     But  does  Sally  like  you  ?" 

*'  I  don't  think  she  dislikes  me,"  answered 
Ptter  modeMJy.  "  We've  had  a  deal  of  talk 
wImb  X  have  been  cheapening  lu-r  poultry,— •> 
bayiog,  I  ihould  tay ;  for,  ()«d  known,  even 
if  I  had  not  like<i  her  at  I  do,  i  never  could 
have  bad  (he  hi-nrt  to  bate  her  down.  And 
1^  a  great  favourite  with  her  good  gr«nd< 
■Bother;  and  you  ktiow  wh»t  a  pleasure  it 
would  be  to  Inkv  care  of  her,  poor  old  lady  ! 
aa  long  a»  she  Uveti,  and  how  comfortably  we 

could  id)  live  together  in  the  Bulls- (Inly 

Judith——'" 
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,  **  Hang  Judith  ! — you  shall  haw  the  giil, 
man !"  again  ejaculated  Stephen,  thumping 
the  broken  paddle  agaJDst  the  ground — "  you 
Hhall  have  Ikt,  1  Kay  !" 

"  Bui  think  of  Judith  '.  And  then,  musx 
Jacob  Jones  has  got  hold  of  h«r " 

"Jacob  Jones !" exclaimed  Stephen,  in  breath, 
less  a*tonUhtn«nl. 

"  Yv-».  Did  not  I  tell  you  that  «be  «m  con- 
verted to  (he  Tories  ?  Jacob  Jonn  ha»  got 
hold  of  her :  and  he  and  aJie  both  say  that  I'u 
in  a  confiumptton,  and  want  me  to  quarrel  with 
jou,  and  to  make  my  will,  ami  Irare  all  to  her, 
and  make  him  executor :  ami  tlien  I  do  ijelieve 
tbey  would  worry  me  out  of  my  life,  and  marry 
before  I  was  cold  in  my  coffin,  and  dance  oTcr 
my  grave."  sighed  poor  Peter. 

"  Jacob  Jone»  !*'  muttered  Ste]>hen  to  him- 
wJf,  in  Mililoquy  i  *'  Jacob  Jones  '."  And  theu, 
after  ten  minutes'  hard  musJnf;,  during  which 
he  puUcd  off  h IB  hat,  ami  wiped  hii:  face,  and 
smoothed  down  his  sliining  hair,  and  broke  the 
remains  of  hi*  huge  paddle  to  piece«,  as  if  it 
had  been  a  willow  twig,  he  rubbed  his  hands 
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*!th  ft  mighty  chiicklr,  and   cried,   with   (he 
voice  of  a  Stentor,  "  Dtiag  il,  I  h»vr  il  !" 

'*  Harky*,  man  I"  conlinupd  h*,  addm»ing 
PrttT,  wlKt  had  Ntt  [Knsirclj  un  one  sidi^  of  his 
fmrul,  whilst  Smoker  repofed  on  thr  nihcr— 
"  Morkye,  man  !  you  shall  qiiarrd  with  RH',  nnd 
you  shall  make  your  will.  Scod  Lawyer  I)avi» 
to  me  to-nighl ;  for  wc  must  tec  (hat  it  shaJ] 
be  only  a  will,  nnd  not  a  convt-yiiiK'c  ur  n  deed 
i)f  ijrift ;  nnd  you  nhall  also  take  to  your  b<><l. 
Send  Thomson,  the  apothecary,  along  with 
l>aris '.  th«y  're  good  frllowg  both,  and  will 
rvjoicr  in  humbugging  MiHsJudith.  And  ilicn 
you  shall  insi&t  on  Jacob's  marrying  Judith, 
atKl  »hall  give  her  five  hundred  pounds  down, 
—that's  a  fair  fortune,  as  tim«s  go  i  I  don't 
■ant  to  cbi'at  thr  woman ;  l>esidvi>,  it '»  worth 
anything  to  be  c[uil  of  her;  and  then  ihey  shall 
marry.  MarriagM  arc  made  in  heaven,  as  my 
mistrMt*  says;  and  if  that  cmipli;  don't  tonnent 
each  other's  hcnrt  out,  my  name's  not  Stephen. 
And  when  tlwy  are  fairly  gone  off  on  their 
bridal  cxeursion,^  to  W'imlsor,  maybe;  ay, 
Mistms  Judith  used  to  want  to  sec  the  Castle, 
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—  off  with  them  to  Windjor  from  the  church- 
door ;  —  and  then  for  nnother  will,  and  another 
wedding — hey,  Pelcr  ! — nnd  u  liandsoine  mar- 
riage-or  ttlt-nien  I  upon  little  Sally.  We'll  get 
her  and  her  grandmother  to  my  house  to-mor- 
row, and  my  wife  will  we  to  the  fioery.  Off 
with  you,  man '.  I>on't  stand  tltere,  between 
laughing  and  cn'ing;  hut  get  home,  and  set 
about  it.  And  mind  you  don't  forget  to  tend 
TbomMH)  and  Lawyer  Davis  to  mo  this  very 
eveoii^."* 

And  home  vent  Stephen,  chuckling;  and,  at 
be  said,  it  was  dooc. — ay,  within  a  fortnight 
from  that  wry  day  ;  and  the  two  couples  were 
severally  as  happy  an<)  as  unhappy  as  their 
several  (|ualit)»  could  make  ih«m  —  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jones  iin<ling  so  much  employment  in 
pingtiing  each  other,  that  the  good  poulterer 
and  his  pretty  wife,  and  Stephen,  and  the  ham- 
let of  Sunham,  were  rid  of  them  altogether. 
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Buioes  Mrji.  Mnrtin,  her  maid  PaHv,  uid 
her  est,  there  wait  one  iiimolr  of  tho  Utile  toy* 
»bop  in  th«  market- ptsoe,  who  imiiKfliAtely 
attracted  Mr.  Singletun's  altemion,  and  Dot 
only  woo,  but  secured,  the  warm  and  constant 
affection  of  the  kind>hcarted  bachelor.  It  was 
■  chubby,  noisy,  sturdy,  rude,  riotous  elf,  of 
some  three  yearn  old,  tttill  petlioonted,  but  st> 
ielf-wilkd,  and  bold)  and  masterful,  so  strong 
and  M  conscious  of  his  strength,  so  obstinate 
and  resolute,  and,  above  all,  ao  utterly  con- 
teooptuous  of  female  objurgation,  and  rebel- 
lious to  female  rule,  (an  evil  prapen&ity  that 
teems  l)ora  with  the  unfair  sex,)  that  it  was 
by  no  mean*  necessary  to  bear  bis  Christian 
namr  erf  Tom,  to  fed  assured  that  the  urchin 
in  question  belonged  to  the  mu'sc-iilinc  half  of 
the  flpedea.     Nevertheless,  dnrini;,  wilful,  and 
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unruly  u  ii  vas,  the  brat  waa  loreable,  beiag, 
to  ny  ihe  truth,  one  of  rii«  merriest,  drr4l«t, 
beat  natUTVtl,  nio*t  j^rroun,  and  inost  aflVe- 
tiofttte  creatures  that  erer  bountted  about  this 
work-a-day  worid ;  and  Mr.  Singleton,  who,  in 
common  vith  tnsnr  plitcid  quiet  persons  liked 
nothing  so  well  as  the  reckless  lighthcartcdnen 
which  supplied  the  nerdful  impetus  to  his  own 
tnui<|Utl  spirit,  took  to  the  boy  the  very  Rrst 
eveaing,  and  became,  from  that  hour,  his  okmI 
iudulgetit  patron  and  protectnr,  his  champion 
in  every  scrape,  and  refuge  in  every  calamity. 
Thert  was  no  love  lost  between  them.  Tom, 
who  would  have  resisted  ^f^s.  Martin  or  Pattv 
to  the  death;  who,  the  more  they  called  him 
the  more  far  would  not  conic,  and  the  more 
they  bade  him  not  do  n  thing,  the  nton:  be 
did  it :  wlio,  when  cautiunMl  agiiinjtl  wetting 
Ids  feet,  jumped  up  to  his  necit*  in  the  water- 

'  I  lewtniWr  aa  imp,  die  son  of  a  <htti  rricsl  of  mint, 
of  seme  Tour  or  At*  jenn  old,  vtrery  (Je1i<au  frantf,  Ihii 
•f  a  aoM  fiutd^r  "oA  mMttifiil  (pint,  who  on*  i%j  stand- 
lag  on  the  lann  without  a  btl,  in  the  niidn  of  a  lunl  nin, 
■ud  lo  his  BDoUicr,  wbo,  after  nnnei  and  nurHfjr-iiHuds 
had  MriTfo  In  ntii  with  tbc  Kmaitng,  kicking,  tinqslinc 
BitUa,  tiled  hcc  pnikr  iniliKOCO  lo  prcrail  on  hita  to 
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tub,  and  whtnt  doircd  to  ki?op  himsdr  clean, 
iolMX-d  him*eir  uu)  (he  tftbbv  ni(  vritli  a  game 
U  romps  in  the  coal-tiole ;  who,  in  »h(H'(,  whiliil 
Dader  frmnlff  (laniinkm,  pl«ycd  every  prank  of 
vbkb  an  unruly  boy  j»  capable — was  flmmnbic 
to  tbe  Blightwl  word  or  I(n>k  from  Mr.  Single- 
(OD,  aaae  at  hU  call,  went  away  at  hU  deftire  ; 
deputed  at  his  command  from  riding  the  unfor- 
tunate wooden  sl<-cd,  who,  to  say  nothing  of 
two  or  three  dan^rou*  fall*,  equally  perilous 
to  the  hnree  and  his  rider,  ran  great  ri«k  of 
bvtog  worn  out  by  Master  Tom's  pnsoion  fur 
equestrian  cxcrciie ;  and  even  under  his  order<! 
abwidoncd  hi»  favourite  exercise  of  parading 
before  the  door  beating  a  toy-drum,  or  blowing 
a  penny-trumpet,  and   producing   fVun)   thoae 

cams  in  doon  ht  (cut  of  caicbing  cold — "  1  won't  ;o  iii  1 
Iwill  Macd  beicl  I  choost  to  CMch  cold  1  1  like  to  l>«  ill ! 
aad  if  j«u  pttfiM  na  nnwh  longor,  1*11  dit !"  This  hopo* 
fill  fOOny  gtnlleman  hu  outlived  die  pcrili  of  Nt  ciiild> 
hood,  (I  nppoic  hii  »elf-itilt  ma  drubbed  out  oJ  hini  by 
Kiangcr  and  eqailly  duiErminvd  comiadei  hi  u  piibtlc 
mAooI,)  and  lie  a  now  «a  aapiniK  of  sonw  «inin«nct  in 
iIm  litcmcy  aod  poUiiul  world.  1  liare  not  Men  liini  Oimh 
twenty  ycnra :  bnl  if  liii*  note  ihuuld  tnetl  lii*  e)«i  in>l 
be  iheuld  Iiap|>en  to  recogniM  liiiowii  ponrai'.^io  would 
fee  maMd  by  nj  under  rocolIeciKiu  of  l>i>  early  ilayi- 
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M  vould  have  n>sd«  aa  Hdmixi  xarp^  tie  Dof 
oaljr  applied  biiuxrlf  earnestly  to  iht^  taik  of 
laying  the  fouudatioo  of  a  dassicaJ  education, 
bjr  leacIuDg  the  boy  writing,  ciphering,  and  the 
ruditncntB  of  ibr  Lnlin  gramnmr,  but  cxcrtc-d 
all  his  influence  to  get  him  wlmillcd,  at  as 
early  an  age  aa  the  nile«  would  perniil,  to  ibe 
endowed  gramraar-«chool  of  ihe  towQ. 

The  mailer  of  the  Kbool,  a  man  who  united, 
«•  we  have  before  taid,  great  learaing  to  a  bId- 
gular  grn«ro«ity  of  character  and  swoctno*  of 
tctn|)er,  received  with  more  than  conioion  kind- 
neu  the  fine  open-couutenauced  boy,  whuoa  Sir. 
SingletoD  rccotumeDded  so  strongly  to  hin  no- 
tice and  protection.  But  after  he  had  been  with 
him  about  the  same  time  that  be  hod  passed  with 
ihe  dame  of  the  day-Khool,  he,  iu  answer  to  hia 
patmn's  anxious  inquiries,  made  a  jirophecy 
nearly  reieoiblinglKTs — to  wii,  that  Tom  Lynd> 
ham,  spirited,  intelligent,  and  clever  as  he  uii. 
douhtcdly  was,  seemed  to  him  the  most  unlikrly 
boy  of  his  form  to  become  an  eminent  schobr. 

And  as  time  wore  away,  this  ])crsua!'ioD  only 
became  the  more  rooted  in  the  good  Doctor's 
mind.     "  He  may,  to  be  aure,  lake  to  Greek, 
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aa  you  say,  Mr.  Binglcton,  nnd  go  off  to  Ox- 
ford on  tin  arclibifrhop's  foundation;  things 
that  seem  »*  ifujio^siUlc  <lo  M>n>ctii»et  happen ; 
neTCTthele&s,  to  judge  froni  probabilities,  and 
from  the  result  of  a  pretty  long  cxiKricnce,  I 
should  say  that  to  expect  from  Tom  Lymlham 
anytliing  beyond  the  t<-4imiiig  that  will  bear 
him  creditably  through  the  school  and  the 
world,  is  to  demand  a  change  of  temper  and  of 
habit  not  far  from  miraculous,  I  don't  say 
what  the  charmi  of  the  Greek  Grammar  may 
effect,  but,  in  my  mind,  the  boy  who  is  for*.- 
itMSt  in  every  Kiiorl,  and  firm  in  every  exercise ; 
who  swims,  and  rows,  and  dances,  and  fences 
better  than  any  lad  of  his  inches  in  (he  county  : 
■nd  who,  in  defence  of  a  weaker  child,  or  to 
right  »omc  manifest  wrong,  will  box,  ay,  and 
brat  into  ilic  bargain,  a  youth  half  mh  big  again 
as  himftelf;  and  who  moreover  is  the  liveliest, 
merrtwt,  plcasoiitest  little  fellow  that  ever 
eune  under  my  observation — is  far  fitter  for  the 
camp  titan  tlie  college.  Send  him  into  the 
world,  lliat's  the  place  for  him.  Put  him  into 
the  army,  and  I'll  answer  for  his  success.  For 
my  own  part,  I  should  not  wonder  to  find  him 
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siMuld  1  can ;  for 
r,  bc'd  COOK  back  a 
ke«p  dovo  Tom  Lj-ad- 
«ilk  tftM  pgfwtic,  at  once  pka- 
.  (fcr  poor  Mr.  Singlrtoa  had 
n  tb*  mrmx,  rsccpi  th« 
I  win  had  al  various 
cvned  of  the  Wracs  of  Belfurd,)  the 
avay. 
FMtvMv  bawever,  vIm  seemi  to  6ad  amua^ 

of  dw  «w^  and  aeaMliBea  brii^Tig  thnn  to 
ptt»  ia  tlK  Bort  II I  [Wi  lull  nanucr  and  b]r 
•olaiDjr  opporibe  bc^h.  had  a  tfi&fieut  dcstinjr 
tot  OUT  fnctad  Tom. 

It  >o  bpprard  that  ooe  of  the  principal 
slTvrts  of  our  good  tovn  of  Bdfurd,  a  ctraet 
the  Ugh  road  throogfa  which  Wadbg  we^iwanJt 
bore  the  aaoM  ot  Bmlol  Stmt,  boabted  a 
bright  rtd  mancion,  retired  from  the  line  of 
houaca.  with  all  lh«  dlgtritjr  of  a  duvty  >hnib- 
htry,  a  »WT«p  not  Tery  caaj  to  turn,  a  glari: 
bit  of  blank  wall,  and  «  ptrtt  eockirt.  No' 
the  wall  being  it»elf  xmiewhat  £u-tber  haci 
than  the  utfavr  bouwt  in  the  Mnct,  and  tbi 
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space  betireeu  that  and  l)i«  ordinary  pav^-nicnt 
being  regularly  Hagged^  an  old  xittlur  without 
hi*  Irgs  hnd  taken  powession  of  the  tnt(Tv«l> 
(or  tl)<;  «ake  of  urritiiig,  with  white  aod  coloured 
chalka,  sundry  toyal  stnilcficct,  such  as  "  God 
save  the  King,"  "  Rule  Brilituiiia,"  aud  to 
forth,  by  wny  of  excitement  to  the  pusser^-by 
to  purcluuv  one  frotD  a  string  of  equally  loyal 
Reft-ballads  that  hung  owrhvud,  intermixed 
with  twopenny  portraits  uf  eminent  naval  com- 
cnanders,  all  very  much  alike,  and  all  wearing 
very  blue  coats  and  very  red  faces. 

At  first,  the  two  respi-ctahlc  ladies  of  the 
maniiiiMi  (<lawagi-r  cpinHter*,  Morris  by  iiaiui;) 
objected  greatly  to  the  u.te  made  of  their  wall 
and  ibeir  pavement  by  the  crippled  veteran  in 
question,  who  was  commonly  known  through- 
out Bclford  by  the  name  of  "  Poor  Jack  ;"  pro- 
bahly  from  his  attachment  to  the  well-known 
ioiiorV  ditty,  which  happened  to  form  his  first 
introduction  to  the  younger  of  the  two  ladies 
in  qucstioD : 

"  Hen  am  I,  poor  Jack, 
JuK  come  home  fioui  ten, 
With  )A<iuei*  in  injr  mck,-' 


Pray  nfaai  d'jc  thmk  of  ne  I" 
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**  I  think  ytm  a  revf  saucy  perwrn,"  n- 
pUed  Miss  Arabcllu  Morris  to  this  quntion, 
not  said  but  sung  by  the  Miilor  in  a  okmI  slen- 
torion  voice,  a*  he  lay  temping  and  tailing  the 
great  I  in  "  Qod  save  great  George  our  King," 
just  on  one  side  of  their  gat«.  "  I  think  you 
arc  a  very  saucy  person,"  quoth  Miss  Arabella, 
"  to  sit  begging  here,  just  at  our  door." 

*'  Degging  '."  rt^oiued  poor  Jack  ;  "  l*m  no 
tw^ar,  I  hope.  I've  Wl  my  precious  limbs, 
when  1  fotiifht  under  Admiral  Itodncy  ;  I've  a 
pension,*  blesit  hit  Majesty,  and  have  no  call  to 
disparage  the  service  by  begging  like  a  land- 
lubber. 

"  Sailon  to  Toiget  tli«ir  duljr. 
Muit  not  come  for  lo  g^— " 

chanted  Jack. 

"  I  must  rcatly  apply  to  the  mayor,"  sal 
Miss  AmlK'Ua. 

"  Go,"  said  Jack,  continuing  his  work  and 
resuming  his  stave. 

"When  tliBciiitim  hc^  heard  «r it, 

llr  v«i^  mudi  applauded  nhat  »h«  had  dons, 
Ami  lie  mndn  liec  ili«  litit  lieutcnan  t 
or  ihe  iplisnl  Thmidcr  bonb." 


nd      I 


"  Made  me   a  fir*t  lieutenant  T  exdai 
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Uw  affronted  ArabcUf.     "  Was  erer  anythiDg 
90  iniiwrtincnl  ?  Pray,  if  you  arc  not  a  beggar, 
.,irbat  nosy  you  be  f 

•'  Uj  name,  d'ft  hk,  't  Tom  Tougb, 
Ob,  1  'ra  iMo  a  ljui«  wnrica, 

Wbere  the  founing  billovi  nat  and  tli«  winda  do  blow; 
I  'rt  lailcd  with  nobln  tIi)Hi>, 
yA»i  1  'v«  tkUed  wilh  gilUM  J«TVu, 
And  tmij  losl  an  «;r«>  ^<1  got  a  Umbct  toe ; 
And  more  ifjtni  'd  b«  knowing, 
r*i>  M  [Wd  with  Did  Bouaweo :" 

again  shoutfd  (for  singing  is  hardly  (be  word 

to  express  hi«  sort  of  mugic)  th«  incorrigible 

.Jack. 

"  Well,    I   must  go   to  tbe  mayor,*"   nM 

Hiu   Arabi-lltt;  and  Jack  agnin    uplifted   his 

"  Hicn  in  Proridvnc*  I  tnisl, 

Kot  fou  kbon  what  muM  be,  must:" 

and, consoled  by  this  philutuipbical  strain  .he  tran- 
quilly continued  his  oixu]>atioD,  which,  after  a 
'  little  pcnuiosion  from  the  mayor,  and  something 
like  an  apology  from  Jovk  him«-)f,  (lowhoM 
|<K>ks  and  ways  ibey  began  to  get  accuxtnmcd,} 
the*  good  ladies  pertnitled  hira  to  pur«ui-  in 
peace  and  quietness  under  their  sheltering 
wall. 
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11  The  above  convcnatioD  will  hvte  Hhown  (hats  i 
peer  Jack  wok  soinvtliing  of  a  huiumiM  ;  but 
tiis  invincible  good  humour  was  his  dislinguidi- 
tag  qualification.  I  doubt  if  there  was  in  all 
England  a  more  ounleDted  ponon  tlinn  th« 
poor  cripple  who  picked  up  a  precarious 
livclihoud  by  Kcllinj;  loyal  ballads  in  Hristol 
Street  in  Bi-Iford.  Maimed  as  ho  was,  lher« 
was  soiiiething  in  lii.t  rutind  bullet-lieod,  and 
rough  sun-burnt  cuuntt-nance , —  in  his  nod, 
his  wink,  his  grin,  (fur  it  would  not  do  to 
e«U  such  K  coDlortiun  a  smile,)  in  (h«  soap 
of  his  fingers,  and  the  roll  of  his  short  at 
letic  body— more  expri-Kiiv«  of  fun  and  me 
riment  Ihau  I  ever  beheld  in  any  human  be> 
ing.  Call  him  poor  Jack,  im]<x-d !  Why,  if 
luippincM  )>c  wealth,  he  was  t)w  ridicHt  Jack  in 
Christendom ! 

So  thought  Tom  Iiyndham,  whose  road  to 
and  fn)m  HcbtKil  parsed  the  lair  of  th«  snilor, 
and  who  having  sKkhI  oik  eriiiiog  to  hear  him 
go  through  the  whole  ballad, 

"  Oa  boonl  of  din  Andnua," 
and  finally  joinetl  in  tlie  nfraia  with  much  of 
Jack's  own  spirit,  fell  into  oonrcrsiUton  with 
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bim  on  tbe  bsttles  he  had  fought,  tht  Hhip»  hv 
had  served  m,  and  the  heroes  ho  had  served 
under,  (and  it  was  nrmorkablc  iliat  Jack  talked 
of  the  «hi|»  with  Ihc  SBinc  lort  of  personal 
afriM;liun  which  he  dixpiityed  towards  thwr  cap- 
tain*,) and  from  thst  eveuing  niiide  up  his  mind 
that  be  would  be  a  iiailor  to». 

Sooth  to  say.  (be  cnlhnsiasm  with  which 
Jack  spoke  of  Kcppcl  an<l  Rodney,  and  Parker 
iiod  Howe,  a»  well  as  of  tlie  commanders  ttf  his 
youth,  Hanke  and  "  old  Buseawen ;"  liis  gra- 
phic description  of  the  sea-figbtH  in  which  tlie 
En^ii^  fla<r  did  nsill)-  wem  to  be  the  ensi^ 
of  viclury  ;  the  rough,  lK>ld,  mniily  tone  of 
tbe  ballads  which  be  sung,  and  the  pi-rconnl 
character  of  the  narrator— were  in  tbemselvea 
eoougii  to  work  Hticli  an  effect  on  a  lively, 
spirited,  omhitiouM  bi>y,  wh<K>«  bravery  of  mind 
and  hardihood  of  liudy  miuic  him  account  toil 
and  dan)^  rather  aa  elenientu  t>f  enjoyment, 
like  (he  bright  frosty  air  of  winter,  than  as 
evils  to  slirink  from;  whilst  his  love  of  distiite- 
tion  ntadc  him  covet  glory  for  iu  own  sake, 
and  his  grateful  and  aR'ectionate  temper  n'n> 
dcivd  (lie  prospect  of  wealth  (for  of  curse  ho 
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■mat  to  bo  a  second  Rodney)  delightful  ■«  the 
means  uf  rcpnyinf;  lo  his  nutit  und  Mr.  Single- 
Ion  the  benefit*  which  he  hul  derived  rrum 
their  kindness. 

Beudes  this,  be  had  always  had  ad  innate 
passion  for  the  water.  His  earliest  pranks  of 
dabbling  In  kennds,  and  plunging  in  pools, 
bad  ahown  his  duek-like  propensities :  and  half 
his  scrapes  at  school  had  occurred  in  a  amilat 
my:— bathing  bcfon-  the  appointed  day* 
smmming  in  dangcrout  places,  rowing  and 
fishing  at  forbidden  hours;  be  had  beoo 
caught  ha]r-a-<)oivn  times  boat-building  at  the 
irharf,  and  had  even  been  detected  in  substi- 
tuting Kobin»on  Ousoe  for  the  Greek  tiram* 
mar, — from  which  Mr.  Singleton  expected  such 
miracles.  In  short,  Tout  Lyndham  was  vat  of 
those  boys  whoie  geniu*  may  fairly  be  called 
■erai-aqiialk. 

I'iint  he  would  be  a  sailor  was  Tom's  fimi 
resolution.  Uis  only  doubt  was  whether  to 
accomplidi  the  object  in  the  rcgidor  manner  by 
appriiting  Mrs.  Martin  and  Mr.  Singleton  of 
his  wishes,  or  to  embrace  the  speedier  and  leas 
troubl«-M>mu  mcthut)  of  running  away.     The 
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Utter  mode  offered  the  great  templnlion  of 
•voiding  rmion^trsnccs  equally  tedious  (and 
the  grateful  Imy  wotili!  hnrdly  allow  himself  to 
think  Jtoto  tvdiuus!)  and  iinar filing,  and  of 
escaping  from  the  pcnua^oii*  of  which  his 
aifeclionate  heart  felt  in  anticipation  the  power 
to  grieve,  though  not  to  restrain  ;  besides,  it 
wan  tilt-  approved  fashion  of  your  young  ad- 
venturer,— Robinson  Cruwe  h«l  run  away ; 
and  be  consulted  Jack  M^(>u»Iy  on  the  mcaiurr, 
producing,  in  answer  to  certain  finnncial  que*- 
lions  which  the  rxperiviicv  of  the  tar  suggested, 
a  new  half-crown,  two  sJiillings,  a  crooked  shi< 
pence,  and  suitdry  halfpence,  as  his  funds  for 
the  trxpedition. 

"  Fire  uml  thrcepcntwhalfpMiny!"  exclatmcd 
the  prudent  mariner,  oounling  the  money,  and 
shaking  his  head, — "  Twont  do,  master !  Con- 
sider, there's  the  voyage  to  Portsmouth,  on 
board  o"  the  what  d'ye  cull  'urn,  tlw  coodi 
there;  an<l  tlien  you'll  want  new  rigging,  and 
have  to  lie  al  anchor  a  shortish  bit  maybe, 
before  you  get  afloat.  Til  tell  you  what,  mess, 
mate,  leave's  light ;  ax  his  Itonour  th<-  chap- 
lain, ibe  curate,  or  wluitt'Tcr  yon  call  him,  and 
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tfao  be  be  turos  cantankerous,  joucan  but  cut 
ud  ruu  nfUT  all." 

And  Tom  uprved  lo  lakr  bis  sdricc;  nnd 
after  wtlliiig  in  bi»  own  mind  ns  )i«  walked 
home  various  ingenious  piano  for  breaking  the 
mitter  grudually  and  tenderly  lo  his  good  old 
aunt,  (oD  whom  be  relied  for  the  still  more 
arduous  task  of  conimuniraling  ilm  Irtiiu-nduua 
act  of  contumacy'  to  bis  reverend  patron,)  h«, 
from  sheer  nervousness  arwl  ovcr-rxcitcment. 
bolted  inlo  the  house,  and  forgelling  nil  his  inJ 
tended  prcpsratluns  and  softenings,  —  4  thin] 
which  has  often  happened,  fruin  the  same 
causes,  to  older  and  wiser  persons,  —  shouted 
out  at  once  to  Mrs.  Martin,  vHo  tiapjicned  to 
be  in  the  ebop  talking  to  Mr.  r^ingletoti, 
"  Aunt,  I  'm  drlcrmined  to  go  lo  »ea  directly  ; 
and  if  you  won^  let  me,  I  'II  run  away." 

Never  were  two  people  more  astonished. 
And  as  the  hitherto  respectful  aivd  dutiful 
boy,  who  with  alt  bin  spirit  had  never  before 
contradicted  a  winb  expressed  by  either,  con- 
tinued  to  answer    to    all  reinonsl  ranees,    **. 

I 

will  go  lo  sea;  and  if  jou  won't  let  me,  I'll 
run  away,"  Mr.  Singleton  began  to  think  it  benl 
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to  inquire  into  hia  own  views,  motives,  and 
prospects. 

\''ag;ue  enoogli  ihej'  vtcrv,  to  be  sure  !  RoIhk* 
son  Crusoe,  and  a  cri])pled  uulor,  aod  lialf-A* 
(luKcn  halUds  for  induccmfols,  and  a  letter  of 
tDlroducUon  fnHii  poor  Jnek  to  a  certuitt  vcterait 
of  his  offD  standing,  Uob  GriRio  by  name, 
formerly  a  boatswain,  and  now  keeping;  n  p(il>< 
lie-house  at  Portsea,  and  commaniiintf,  ncourd- 
iof;  to  him  of  lli<^  stumpx,  a  chain  of  iulvroNt, 
somewhat  resembhng  Toot  BowHng'a  famous 
ladder  of  promotion  in  Roderick  Random,  a 
scrawl  directed  in  red  chalk  in  printed  letters 
half  an  inch  long,  to  MiSTUR  BOB  CiRI- 
KIN  LANLURD  SHIP  AGRUNU  FOR- 
SEK,  by  way  of  introduction  to  the  navnt 
service  of  Great  Britain!  However,  tliere  was 
in  the  earnestness  of  the  lad,  in  the  very  flight- 
■MS  of  (he  means  on  which  lie  built,  and  in  his 
bold,  ardent,  o»d  manly  character,  that  evidence 
of  the  Imil  of  his  genius,  ihe  strong  and  decided 
turn  for  one  pursuit  and  one  only,  which  it  is 
scarcely  wise  to  resist. 

Mr.  Singleton,  remembering,  perhaps,  (lie 
prediction   of  the  good  Doctor,  yielded.     He 
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bappeocd  (o  have  a  first  ooduq,  i  nptaia  in 
the  navy;  and  on  visiting  our  friend  Jack, 
whom  lie  foond  repairing  the  chalking  of 
*'Rul«  BritanDia,"  and  clianting  two  line*  of 
bis  faTourite  gtave, 

"  Bat  dw  wont  of  ii  «i*  wbn  ■)>•  Uulc  oik*  «*rc  wcUy, 
Wbnbn  ihtj  wottld  lira  ot  dw  tU  Doom  covld  no*  tdl," 

he  had  th«  tattsfaction  In  find  thai  he  )uu)  sailed 
with  his  rrlatton  wlien  second  lieutenant  of  a 
6loop  called  the  Oaxelle;  and  although  relin> 
quishing,  with  many  thank^  the  letter  of  intnv 
duclion  to  "  Mistur  Bob  Grifin,"  actually-  ac- 
cepted one  from  the  fame  bard  honest  fist  to 
Captain  Conytn;  and  it  is  to  be  doubtiKl 
whether  poor  Jack's  rccomnK-ndation  of  "  the 
tight  youngster,"  ns  the  vclrnin  callnl  him, 
had  not  as  much  to  do  with  the  captain's  cor- 
dial rt^Tption  of  his  new  midshipman,  as  the 
more  elaborate  praises  of  Mr.  Singleton. 

A  niidshiptnan,  however,  he  was.  The  war 
wasat  its  hrighl,  and  he  had  the  luck  (excel* 
lent  luck  aa  he  ihouglit  it)  to  be  in  the  rery 
hottest  of  its  fury.  In  almost  every  fight  of 
the  great  days  of  our  naral  glory,  the  days  of 
Nelson  and  his  immediate  &uocessore,  was  Tom 
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Lrndbun  first  of  the  first,  bravKt  of  the 
brave,  mul>e»t  of  the  ready.  Fnicn  lh«  mo- 
tnent  that  hi«  age  and  rank  allowed  biui  to  Ite 
officially  noticed  in  (he  dt.t>pat<:hc«,  he  wax  m  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  questioned  whether  the  very 
bsppiefit  moment  of  Mr.  Singleton's  life  was 
not  that  m  nhicli  he  first  rrad  Tom'*  name  in 
llie  Gazette.  He  criird  like  a  child ;  and  then 
he  read  it  lu  Mr*.  ^lartin,  and  whilst  trying;  to 
lecture  her  for  crying,  cried  again  himself.  He 
took  the  paper  round  ibe  town  to  every  houte 
of  decent  gentility,  from  the  mayor's  down- 
wards: read  it  to  tbe  parish-clerk,  and  the 
■exton ;  and  finally  rvliiit^uished  an  evening 
party  to  which  be  was  engaged  at  the  Miss 
Morrises',  to  carry  the  news  and  the  newspaper 
to  poor  Jack,  who,  grown  too  infirm  to  face 
the  weather,  had  been  comfortably  placed, 
through  hi«  kindness  in  an  almsbouM.*  nlratit 
two  miles  ofi'.  It  ih  even  re|><)rted  that,  on  this 
occasion,  Mr.  Singleton,  although  by  no  niean^i 
noted  fur  his  skill  in  music,  was  .so  elated  as  to 
join  poor  Jack  in  the  cirarus  of 

"On  ba»rd  oftbn  Ai«ihim," 
in  hooour  of  Toco  Lyndliaut. 


>»!.•«>  Wk. 
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Ami  thr  ^bmm.  m  k  liniiil.  «m  hi^l* 
iffmynMe-;  Car.  brt»».*»  fcnllk*  aid  pnxn, 
lie  LjwftiAi  wkham^  adD  «  ivuag  a  warn, 
■as  tidi  caiagh  ••  aBaw  hia  to  dispUy  hia 
baak  aad  aabb  i^imroril?  of  tifkit  tn  ifac 
MM!  iliJiaAr  ««;  ta  Mn  gwgtown  uxl  hb 
■imt,  aW  » tfe  ■«■  fibcfiy  to  Jack  aad  Patty. 
NoiM  mha  had  bMB  hlBd  la  hia  vm  tar. 
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gotten  :  and  his  ddiglitful  spirit  and  ga>«ty, 
his  luiiinntetl  ^uod  humour,  liU  sculrncss  and 
intelligence,  rendered  him  the  very  life  of  the 
place. 

He  wn^  a  dngularlv  6ne  young  mao  too ; 
not  tall,  but  sCrotpg,  muscular,  and  well-built, 
with  ■  nulilv  cheKt,  anil  that  peculiar  carriage 
ot  the  head,  which  pve*  ho  much  of  dignity 
to  the  air  and  figure.  The  head  ititeir  was 
full  of  manlincM  and  expression.  The  fhort 
curling  bliick  huir,  already  giving  token  of 
early  baldnesH,  and  exposing  a  higli,  broad, 
polished  forehead,  who»e  faimesH  coolragtied 
with  the  Bun-burnt  complexion  of  the  rest  of 
the  face ;  an  eagle  eye,  a  mouth  combining 
firmncsK  and  owm-tncKS,  r«-^ulnr  features,  and 
a  countmance  at  once  opi-n,  KpiritMl,  and  ami- 
ibir, — barfnoni!«t^d  well  with  a  ctuiriu;tLT  and  re- 
putation of  which  hi»  fellow 'townsmen  already 
fell  proud.  Toni  Lyndham  was  the  very  pride 
of  BeJford  :  hnppy  vm  the  damsel  whom  lie 
honoured  with  hi«  luuid  at  the  monthly  n^sem* 
bly  ;  and,  when  \w  rifjoineil  hi«  ship,  he  was 
said  to  hnve  carried  away,  uniiiti-ntionally, 
flHire  heart*  than  had  been  won  with  care,  and 
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jtMia,  anil  mnlice  jirrpeiiM,  by  any  half-doien 
flirting  recruiting-officers  iu  the  last  half-dozen 
jFeara. 

No  Bclford  beauty  vu,  bowrvcT,  dostincd 
to  csptivnlc  thr  brave  Mllor.  Lore  and  for- 
tune hat)  pTcpiarwil  for  hiai  a  very  different 
destiny- 
Returning  home  towards  th«  end  of  the  waTf 
(I  mean  the  great  war,  the  war  par  eminence, 
the  war  with  Napolran,)  Into  PortAinouth 
Harbour,  or  rather  bringing  in  n  pritr,  a 
frigate  of  many  more  gun«  and  much  greater 
force  timii  his  own,  the  gnllant  Captain  Lynd- 
hsni  (for  he  had  now  been  for  sonte  years 
posted)  DO  sooner  set  foot  on  shore,  than  he 
encountered  an  old  messmate.  *'  Ha,  Lyn(t 
ham !  your  old  luck,  I  see  I  You  and  (ho 
Btlle  fjaodamia  have  peppered  the  Frenchmen, 
as  UKunl,~  said  the  brave  (Captain  Manning. 
Po  you  innko  any  stay  at  Portsmouth .'" 
"  Yes,"  replini  Captain  Lyndham ;  "  I 
have  sent  my  first  lieulrnant  to  London  with 
despiitchvn,  and  shall  be  fixed  here  for  some 
days" 

"  I  am  thoroughly  glad  to  hear  it,"  rejoined 
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bis  frii-nd ;  "for  I  mysrlf  am  rathrr  awkwardly 
ntualed.  An  old  aunt  of  mtnvhas  juit  broufj^t 
two  of  my  cousin*  to  we  the  lions,  {l^prtidin^ 
on  rae  fi>r  tbdr  escort.  Now  I  must  be  off  to 
Ibe  Admiralty  immediately ;  dare  not  stay 
another  hour  for  all  the  aunts  and  cousins  in 
Chri»trm1oni.  Tltcy.  poor  suuls,  don't  know  a 
crraturc  in  th«  placv;  ami  I  iholl  be  fU'mnlly 
obligifd  to  you  if  you  wil)  take  ray  turn  of 
duty,  and  walk  (hem  over  the  dock-ynrds,  and 
so  forth.  By  the  way,  lh«y  am^  nice  ;^rU— not 
(istcn,  but  cnunnH.  Oiw  is  an  l»tfirct«,  wiili 
above  3,0O0A  a-year,  iinil  it  !iweet  place  by  the 
tide  of  the  Wye ;  the  other  is  called  a  beauty. 
I  don't  think  her  so;  or,  rather,  I  prefer  the 
heiress.  But  nice  girls  thi^y  arc  bath.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  their  griardinn,  and  if  eilhtY 
should  hit  your  fancy,  you  have  my  free  leave 
to  win  her  and  wear  her.  So  now  come  with 
me,  and  I'll  introduce  vou-** 

And  in  five  minutes  more  they  wer«  in  one 
of  the  best  roomn  ot  the  Fountain,  and  Captain 
Lyodhant  was  introduced  to  &f  ra.  Lacy,  and  to 
Mts»  ManntD){  and  Misa  Sophia  Manning. 

Hnt.  Lacy  was  a  lady-like  elderly  wntnan,  a 
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widow  witboui  a  fkmiljr,  ud  retj  fund  of  her 
nircc&,  wbo  had  been  brought  up  under  her  own 
rrc,  and  Econal  to  supply  to  her  lh«  place  of 
daughtcn.  ^^This  is  the  hcireGs!"  thought 
Captain  Lytidhaiii,  as  be  glaaced  over  a  t«U 
eomniandiDg  figure,  ekp«Q»ivdjr  and  ftuEiMD- 
My  dresed,  and  with  that  decided  air  of  ood- 
scqucoce  and  aelf-importaooe  which  the  habit 
of  power  is  too  apt  to  give  to  a  pcrwD  in  that 
mfortuuale  pmlicainml.  "  This  i»  the  htiiw 
cm!  and  tbia,  I  MipiNiM',  mutt  be  the  bcautj,* 
thought  Captain  J.yDdham,  turning  tu  a  ibortti-, 
^Jenderefi  fairtr  young  woman,  very  umply 
drcsicd.  but  all  blushes  and  smiles,  and  youth- 
ful  animation.  "This  must  bo  the  beauty,' 
thought  the  captain,  "  and  whatever  Manning 
nwiy  »ay,  beautiful  ^he  is — never  mw  a  swwter 
Ofewture  than  this  Miss  Sophy." 

And  if  be  thought  Sophy  Manning  pretty 
then,  the  inipre^tm  wa*  far  deepened  when  be 
had  |>asivcl  two  ur  three  day*  in  her  company- 
had  walked  her  over  the  wooden  of  that  floating 
world,  a  man  of  war— bad  shown  her  the  dock- 
yanis,  with  thdr  niirvcleK  of  machinery ;  and 
bad   even    penuadod    Mrk.  Lacy,   a   timorous 
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woRum,  the  Inwl  in  the  world  afraid  of  being' 
dnnmed,  and  Miu  ^lonnm;;,  a  tliurougb  fine  ' 
Wy,  exceedingly  troubled  for  hn  satin  pelisse,  * 
fint  eS  M  to  take  a  dinner  on  board  the  dear* 
Laodamia,  and  th<m  to  suffer  themselves  to  be 
nnred  roiinil  St  Helm's  in  the  captain's  own 
Ikmi,  galUnlly  manned  by  the  officers  of  the 
tbtp. 

Snail  enjoyment  had  Mn.  Lacy,  in  fnir  of 
W  Hfe,  or  the  «tntely  Honoria,  in  care  for  her'' 
fioery;  but  Sophy,  in  a  while  gown  and  a 
tlraw  bonnet,  thinking  nothing  of  herself  or  of 
her  dress,  but  wholly  ab*orbei)  by  a  keen  and 
ri*id  interest  in  the  detail  of  a  sailor's  life — 
in  adniiralioii  of  the  order  and  clt-anliiKM  that 
pverrwhere  met  her  eye,  (always  the  first 
point  of  asbniiihinent  to  a  landswoman,)  and 
in  a  still  more  intense  feeling  of  pleasure  and 
wonder  at  (he  careless  good  humour  of  those 
locds  of  the  ocean, — bold  a*  Uonn  lo  their  cue- 
mies,  playful  as  kittens  lo  their  friends, — was 
full  of  deliglit.  Nothing  could  equal  her  efW^ 
thuiiaani  for  the  navy.  The  aatlors,  who,  like 
iofft  aitd  children  and  women,  and  all  other 
croUares  who  have  not  spoilt  their  fine  natural 
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iDstinct  by  an  oTer^cultiTstion  of  the  reafioniog 
pnwen,  are  neror  mistakeo  in  the  trulb  of  a 
feelibg,  and  aexer  lakm  in  by  its  assumption, 
perccivnl  it  at  one?,  and  r*paid  it  by  the  tnuM 
unfeigned  and  zealous  devotton.  Tbey  took  all 
poinble  can?  of  Mn.  Lacy  and  Miss  Manning, 
as  womeo,  and  ladies,  and  friinids  of  their  cap- 
tain ;  but  Mia*  Sophy  waa  the  girl  for  ih«ni. 
They  actually  preferred  her  pretty  face  to  the 
figurcv-hcad  of  tbe  Laodamia. 

And  Captain  Lyrxlham,  himself  an  cnthuuai.t 
for  his  profeaaon,  what  thooghl  he  of  thta  en- 
thusiasm for  the  sea,  and  the  navy,  and  that 
frigate  of  friijrnteE,  the  liHodainia  ?    Did  he  like 
it  the  leso  Itecsuse  be  might  honestly  suspecJ 
that  some  little  rvftrencc  to  himself  had  strenf^th-. 
envd  and  quickened  this  deep  inlereU?  bcxauso 
she  had  drawn  from  him  his  own  early  hi*tory, 
and  talkn)  of  the  toy-shop  in  the  market-plnoc 
of  Belford,  and  of  poor  Jack,  and  the  mai<) 
Patty,  and    evt-ii    of  Mr.   $in]{U-(an   himself, 
(little  a*  one  would  think  that  f;ix>d  gentlnniui, 
now  abroad  witlt  his  third  vife,  was  calculated 
to  atrike  a  young  Indy,)  with  almost  as  much 
alTection  as  of  his  frigate  and  his  prize,  and  his 
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ip\  crew,  and  the  absent  first  lieutenant,  his 
e^>ecial  friend,  and  a  little  midabipman,  hia 
especial  protegi-  ?  To  any  man  of  senuhility, 
this  sensibility,  shown  hy  a  woman,  youn^, 
lovely,  aniinated,  and  artless,  would  have  been 
dangerous ;  to  a  sailor  just  oon>e  aibore  it  was 
breristible.  He  made  her  talk  in  return  of  ber 
own  frieodn  and  pIcnmn-H  and  amusements,  of 
ber  home  at  Sanbury,  where  she  had  lived  alt 
bcr  life  with  her  aunt  and  lier  cousin,  and 
where  she  bo)>(-d  always  to  live ;  (*■  not  always," 
tltoujulit  our  friiitd  the  captain ;)  and  how  much 
more  loveable  those  dear  relations  were  in  (hat 
dear  home.  "  My  aunt,"  said  Sophy,  "is  nerv- 
ous and  timid,  so  that  you  know  nothing;  of 
Kcr  but  that  infirmity;  and  dear  Honor  doe» 
not  loTC  travelKog.  and  does  not  tike  the  sea, 
and  has  been  all  her  life  «>  much  admired,  that 
she  is  ■  little  qmill,  and  doex  not  always  know 
what  »be  woidd  have ;  but  you  will  love  Honor 
when  you  see  her  at  home." 

**  I  may  like  her,"  raid  the  captain,  "  but  I 
shall  never  love  any  woman  but  one;"  and  tlHMi 
fi^lowed,  in  full  form,  the  declaration  and  the 
aceeplancv.     *'  I  am  ko  glad  that  you  are  not 
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the  heiress"  add«d   CajitaJB  Lyndham,   aft«r 

repeating  to  her  hrr  cou^iiV  jcKling  prraiii^sion 
lo  him  to  marry  whkh  of  hi*  ward*  he  liked 
beet ;  "  I  am  ao  glad  tb*t  you  «rv  not  the 
heiress!" 

"  Are  you  ?"  aud  Sophy  quietly.  "  Now  I 
sJioiiM  hitve  thought  thst  you,  thoitHigli  i^portft* 
man  as  you  are  for  a  sailor,"  addnl  Sophy 
Jyly.  "  would  have  liked  Sanbury  Klanor,  vith 
itA  right  of  ntiooting,  vouning,  and  fishing,  and 
its  glorious  Wye  river.  You  would  like  Saiw 
bury  Manor." 

'*  Hang  Sanbury  Manor  *"  exclaimed  the 
captain. 

"  Nay,"  9t«i(l  Sophy,  "it'»  a  pretty  place, 
aad  a  prrtty  house ;  one  of  those  old-fashioacd 
houtieH  that  fall  upon  the  eye  like  a  picture. 
The  very  lodge  at  Sanbury  i»  Ixuiutiful.  You 
mutt  not  take  an  avmion  lo  Sanbury." 

*'  I  tihuuhl  like  any  place  that  had  be«n  your 
home,  pretty  or  ugly,"  replied  Captain  Lynd- 
haun ;  "  or  rather,  I  bliould  think  any  house 
|HVtty  that  you  lived  in.  Hut  nevertliehwi  I 
am  heartily  glad  tliat  you  are  not  the  lieiresa  of 
Sanbury,  tx-catue  I  have  been  so  fortunate  with 
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prizes,  and  you  neem  so  umfde  in  four  taatM, 
that  I  havi;  enough  for  both  of  us;  and  now  >» 
ODP  can  crcn  suspect  me  of  being  mercenary  — 
of  ihmktnff  of  nnylhjng  or  nnjrbody  but  your 
owD  dear  self." 

•*  /  should  not  have  suspected  you,"  said 
S<^hy  tenderly;  *'but  you  must  go  to  Sao* 
buiy,  ami  look  at  the  old  placf*,  my  hontc  for 
»  many  years ;  you  promise  me  that  ?" 

"  Yes,"  replied  the  captain,  "  but  it  must 
be  vrith  Sophy  Lyiidham,  and  iMit  with  Sophy 
ftfanaing ;" — and,  in  spite  of  Sophy's  blui>hing 
"  mu«t  indeed  T  so  it  wai  Mtllcd.  Tbcy 
Mere  all  to  go  to  London,  lo  which  the  alliurs 
of  bi>  ihip  and  bis  prine  now  called  the  cap- 
tain. There  lliey  were  to  be  married  ;  and  ou 
their  return  from  a  bridal  excursion  to  Bath 
and  Clifton,  and  Wales,  were  to  pay  a  short 
vbit  to  &Irs.  Lacy  and  Honor,  at  the  old  manor- 
hotisr,  which  had  for  su  many  years  bven  the 
fair  bride's  only  home. 

i/ln.  Lacy,  on  being  apprised  of  the  iiitend<?d 
marriage,  began  talking  atM>nt  money  and  »«t- 
tlementa,  and  those  affairs  which,  to  persone 
not  in  love,  seem  so  important ;  but  Captain 
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'bridal  talk,  and  must  lia&tea   lu  the  coo- 
luon  of  our  Hlory. 

sr  A  few  dnv>  of  rnpid  traveUiog,— short 

tbey  feemed  to  the  murrinl  lurn^ — after 

brief  tour,  tor  the   brUlegroum'a  time 

titrd, — ^tliey  arrivi-d  at  the  beautiful  vil- 

Fof  San  bury. 

Tber«  it  is  —  lh«  dcnr  maoor^housc  l"  ex- 
Sophy,  as  tliey  approached  a  fine  old 
Jing,  embosomed  io  its  own  venerable  oaks, 
silver  Wye  winding  like  a  shining  snake 
the  woody  hilU  and  verdant  lawns  ;^ 
Ehere  it  i»r  exclaimed  the  fair  bride; 
^e  own  dear  home  !  And  your  home  too, 
[own  dear  hii.iluiid  !  for,  being  mine,  it  is 
"  continued  she,  with  a  smile  that  would 
hfliadc  a  man  overlook  a  greater  uinforlune 
.  that  of  having  married  an  heiress.  "  You 
really  the  master  of  Sanbury,  think  of  il 
you  may,"  pursued  the  fair  bride.  *'  It 
Djr  firiit  deceit,  and  ^hall  be  my  last.  But 
1  found  that  because  llonoria  was  the 
jou  took  her  for  the  richer  cousin,  I 
Dot  resiftt  the  tcniptalion  of  this  little 
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1     ud  the  littlr  maid  Patty,  standing  bHiind  on 

1     the  upper  *ttp,  ftnd  looliing  twu  inehc*  taller  in 

'     her  jo^  aot)  delight. 

So  much  for  t!ic  SaiWs  Wetiding.     Then- 
van   be  no  need  to  »ay,  that  thp  married  life 

■     wbicb  apnuig   fnHn  such  a  t>eginniiig  was  as 
happy  u  it  was  prospcmus. 

1 

COtTSTT  ftJLH-BMOWS. 


Btsof 

^vtvu  or 

AooUbc 

;wto. 
aMoftWi 

■g  lAnt  it«c&  fa  a  yieet  ct  hnfcen  erockefy, 
— «  tFur  ami  gm^m  txAute  to  that  mlMimii 
bve  of  mtuTv  wUeh  aMkc*  a  part  ci  our  itrj 

ta|:  mtitr  graca  fields  witboM  neogniju^  the 
Knag  i>r  i/  fEOow-lltcIti^  with  ihr  poor  m- 
nute;  utd  the  nwrv  paltry  tbe  pUnt,  the  uwm- 
cooipl^tc  and  perfed  t*  the  mopathy. 
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There  is  n  churactirr  in  one  of  tlie  old  f^ays 
(I  think  "The  Jovial  Crew,"  by  Ben  Jon««*B 
servant  Broome),  who  conducta  liimulf  like  a 
calm,  srdatc,  contented  justice's  clerk  all  the 
vinter,  but  wbu,  mt  ihe  first  »igii  of  ttpring, 
when  the  tap  mounts  into  the  trees  and  th« 
primrose  Uo«kkdk  in  tlic  coppicn,  fecU  the 
impulse  of  the  aeasun  irresistible,  obeys  litG<- 
rally  the  Sno  Bisge-direction  of  the  [»ece,  *'  The 
nightingale  calls  without,"  and  aalliea  forth  to 
join  ihe  gipsies,  to  raiuble  all  duy  iii  the  gnea 
lanes,  and  fileq)  at  night  under  the  he^lges.* 

Now,  one  of  the  greatest  proofs  of  the  truth 
of  lhe»e  dvliuouttunH  was  to  Ik;  found  in  the 
fact,  that  the  quiet  old  hidies  of  Uclford,  the 
demure  spinsters  and  bustling  widows,  to  any 
uolhing  of  their  attendant  beaux,  were  theni- 

*  A  fntad  of  niii«,  oue  uf  llie  most  scctMnplishnl  men 
•ad  tt(M)[Uta(  pf«achon  in  Loadaa.  aaj-i  lint,  u  the  iptinK 
•dfoaotS)  be  &cU  eiactly  ihe  jii-uiiuig  iai  the  couniiy  lie- 
Kfibrd  by  ik«  old  drunauaL  lie  iloei  uut  Join  llie  gip- 
iwi;  but  1h*  cUcUrts  thai  il  rt^iuiru  nil  I>ir  force  <i(  hi* 
mlfid,  IS  wtll  ox  tb«  iimiitible  claims  of  the  moit  binding 
«r  all  prafeMMHH,  (v  d«Uin  litin  in  London.  "Valk  of 
klMCfy]  Are  wi  ngl  all  the  hondtmcn  of  cinumiUiicei, 
iLe  thrslU  of  conscience  and  of  duly  !     Where  i*  he  that 
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«>Tes  seized,  two  or  three  ttmn  in  Uic 
of  the  summer,  with  th«  <Ie>)n!  of  a  counlr^r  es- 
cunion.     Il  i»  (rue  th«t  they  were  not  penned 
up  like  the  poor  artisans  of  London,  or  even  . 
the  equally  piliahle    official    prrMHuif^  of  thft" 
old  dramatic,— they  w«re  not  literally  trngd" 
birds,  and  Belford  was  not  Loodoo:   oD  the 
contrary,  m<M  at  them  had  little  dips  of  gixt. 
den  f^round,  dusty  and  smoky,  where  currants 
and  gooscberricf  cainv  to  nothing,  and  cvea  the 
iweet weed mjgnonetie refuted toblow;aiMl many  ' 
of  ibtm  lived  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  ukI 
■ntgbt  have  walked  country-ward  if  they  would; 
but  Ibey  were  bound  by  ihv  minute  and  strong 
chains  of  habit,  nm!  could  turn  nootlwr  way 
than  to  tlw  Kireel, — the  dull,  darksome,  diugy 
siteet.     Their  feet  had  been  to  used  to  the 
paTemenl,  that  ibcy  had  loaf  all  rditli  for  thm-i 
daMk    turf  of  the   jjTvcnuward.      Kveii    th«4 
roadwdc  path«  were  too   soft  for  their  tread. 
tiAgslones  fur  ilKin :  and  turf,  although  smootlia 
and  fine,  and  thick,  and  spriu)^  as  a  Per 
rarpct— although  fragrant  and  aromatic  aa 
bed  of  thyme,— tuif  fur  tbose  who  liked  it  I 
Two  or  three  liioea  in  the  year,  bowcTer* 
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trm  tlwM  street -loving  liuik's  were  viutcd  with 
a  imUv  to  bix-Dllie  n  Trevr  uir,  nod  become 
dames  uid  damsels  erraotes  fur  the  day.  The 
great  river  that  glided  so  ma^Diticcntly  under 
itwridge  of  the  Upton  hills,  within  a  mile  of  the 
tamo,  (reined  to  offer  irre«i»libl«  icmplatiiin*  to 
a  water-party,  the  more  so  as  some  tery  fine 
pomts  of  river  tceovry  were  within  reach,  and 
tlw  wbok  couru  of  tite  strnun,  wbctlu-r  aweep- 
ing  grandly  along  its  own  rich  and  open  mea- 
dowa,  or  shut  in  by  tAcvp  woody  banks,  was 
marked  with  great  and  varied  beauty.  But, 
somehow  or  other,  a  wati>r-|nrty  was  loo  mui^ 
for  ihvm.  The  river  was  navigable;  and  in 
iliat  Htrange  and  nlmotl  starltin]*  process  of 
bong  raiiNrd  or  sunken  in  the  locks,  llwrc  was 
B  real  or  an  apparent  danger  that  would  have 
di»coaipo>ed  their  nerves  and  their  dignity- 
Ladies  of  a  certain  age  shouUl  not  iiquull  if 
they  can  help  it.  The  wpinslers  of  Belford  had 
an  instinctive  perception  of  tlic  truth  of  this 
axiom ;  and  although  Mr  Singleton,  who  liked 
tba  diversion  of  gudgeon -fishing  (the  only  fish- 
ing, as  far  as  I  can  percn-ive,  which  requir< 
aeitlwr  trouble,  nor  patience,  nor  skill,  and  in 
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which,  if  you  put  the  Udc  id,  jou  wv  pnrtty 
sure  within  a  few  minutca  it>  pull  k  Gth  out)— 
although  Mr.  Siugteton,  who  liked  thj«  quiet 
■port,  oftcD  tried  to  l«mpt  his  frotaU  friends 
into  a  KibcT  water-frolic,  h«  never  could  *u^ 
ceed.  Water- parlies  were  reserved  for  the 
fainilics  of  the  neighbourhood. 

And  perhaps  the  ladies  of  Belford  were  the 
wiser  of  the  two.  Far  be  it  ttom  mc  to  do- 
prectate  the  water !  writing  as  1  am  at  four 
oVlocic  r-  ■■  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  this  hot, 
sunny,  drouthy  Auf^ust  1834,  in  my  own  little 
garden — which  lias  already  emptied  two  ponds, 
and  is  likely  to  empty  the  brook, — my  garden, 
the  watering  of  which  takes  up  half  the  time 
of  three  people,  and  which,  although  watered 
twice  a  day,  does  yet,  poor  thing !  look  thirsty 
^-and,  for  my  garden,  prematurely  shabby  and 
old;*  and  who,  dearly  as  I  lore  (hat  paradbv 

*  SeiidM  ibv  ^tvU  avib  of  a  drou^i  in  th*  Aower- 
gudfD,  o(  dwiinfiihe  blor^wMi  aiptijully  nf  the  an- 
lanMisl  plaoU,  babcliai,  diiUiu,  fce.  whidi  nuj-  alauwt 
be  calkd  (tiai^uMk,  «o  fond  vc  dwjr  of  waier— anil 
robtitiig  rotw,  hoDcjiucklM,  sad  orcn  myrtln  of  thoir 
1m*«b, — (be  ^ttj  waittiog,  whtdi  m  cmmihJ  Io  their  iilc, 
bfingi  a  liOM  of  •naaiei  al>ov«  gtound  sod  benCMli,  io  lb* 
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dPAkMia,   have  y«t,   under  the  influence  of 

the  dhiughl,   ami  tlVc  ht-nt,  and  ibc  gUre  of 

ihe  sunshine,  been  longing  kU  day  to  be  lying 

under  the  great  oak  by  ihc  pool,  at  our  own 

old   place,   looking  iltruugh  the  green   green 

lnve«,  at  the  blue  blue  nky,  and  listening  to 

ihe  cattle  as  they  plashed  in  the  water ;  or 

better  Dtill,  to  be  in  Mr.  Lawson'<  liltb'  boat — 

that   boat  which  it   the  very  model  of  aliape 

and   make,   roired  by  that   boatman  of  boat. 

men,  and  c»in)Kinion  of  companions,  and  friend 

of  friends,  up  his  own  Lodiloii  river,  fmm  the 

fiihing-house  at  Aberleigh,  his  on-n  Iwauliful 

Aberleigh,   under  lite  Hirfy  terrace*  and  ma- 

j«ttic  avenues  of  the  park,   and  through  tliat 

worid   of  still,   peaceful,   and  secluded  water 

meadows,  wlicre  even  tltc  shy  kingfinlivr,  who 

retirra  before  Cultivation  and  population  with 

the   instinct  of  the  Red  Indian,  is  not  afraid 

to  make  her  aeM,  until  we  approach  as  nearly 

u  in  rowing  we  can   approach   tu  the   main 

spring  head  (for,   like  the  Nile,   the  Loddon 

•hafw  of  biida  of  all  sort*  pecking  afler  wormi.  aiid  tno\ta 

I  MI  el  imibIms  roltowLng  the  wgteting-|io(.     Wo  liava 

caa|^t  hiu  of  ibcsc  UirrowtDg  cicUum  io-<Uy  in  my  liitia 

gankn. 
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land  to  antwGT.  To  have  ■  boat  and  mi 
liver  as  Mr.  I^awMfi  iu»,  and  hi*  own  tbm 
ud  uneirs  for  nju-tng,  vBil  hi*  o«n  goud-wiU 
far  the  cbotcw  of  lime ;  or  to  eummnod,  u  ibey 
do  st  Gore  Mount,  lake  and  boat  and  boat-- 
nMD,*  and  |Mirt;,  *b  as  to  catch  (he  bncze  and 
iha  auusJiine,  and  Ihv  bumwir  and  inclination  of 
the  company;  to  haie.  in  iliurl,  the  power  of 
going  whvn  you  tike  and  how  yoa  like, — ia  (be 
tnte  way  to  enjoy  tli«  water.  In  ■  tet  expcdi- 
tjon,  arranged  a  week  or  ten  day*  befon-ltand, 
(be  weather  is  couiumoly  wet,  or  it  ia  cold,  or 
it  is  shtiwery,  or  it  i»  thundery,  or  it  threatens 
to  be  one  or  other  uf  iheae  bad  tliiiijT* :  and  the 
aforeaaid  weather  having  no  ^reat  reputation, 
tbosa  of  the  party  who  pique  thcmaclves  on 
irrudcnce  Khake  their  head*,  aud  tap  their 
bannuetcrs,  and  hum  and  ha,  and  finally  stay 
at  home.  Or  even  if  the  weather  be  favour- 
ablv,  and  the  people  well-assorted,  (which  by 
the  bye  seldom  happen?,)  twenty  accidents  may 
happen  to  derange  the  pleasure  of  the  <lny. 
One  of  the  roost  promising  panic*  uf  thdt  kind 

'  Koi  indeed    tbe   caqxua  -.    that  wm  an  ucidcDUl 
friioty. 
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I  ttmemUber,  wu  entinlT  upwt  hy  the 
JtT  of  eaating  anchor  for  dinner  in  the 
ncHf^boorfaood  of  three  va^ps*  nests.  Moving 
■ftrrvuds  did  no  good,  though  in  mm  dttptat 
move  at  cootik  we  did.  The  h«r]T»f«  h»d  got 
■cent  of  the  food,  mml  folloved  and  ate,  and 
buzzed  and  stung,  and  poisoned  all  the  cooifort 
of  the  festival.  Therr  was  nothing  hr  it  but 
to  fling  the  dinner  into  ih*  river,  and  row  off 
home  as  fai>t  as  possible.  And  even  if  these 
sort  of  mislups  could  be  guarded  Kgainst  (which 
ther  cannot),  boating  U  essentially  a  youthful 
amusement.  Tlie  gcMleawn  should  be  able  to 
row  upon  occasion,  and  the  ladies  to  dng :  and 
a  dance  on  the  green  is  as  necessary  Ml  moet^ 
sory  to  a  water-party  as  a  ballet  to  an  opera. 

Now,  as  in  tpite  of  some  occasional  youth- 
ful visiter,  some  unlucky  god-daughter,  or 
inuch-to>b(spitied  niece,  the  good  Indies  of  Bel- 
ford —  thow  who  funned  its  most  select  and 
exclusive  society  — were,  it  muflt  Iw  confessed, 
moAtly  of  that  age  politely  called  uncertain, 
but  which  is  to  everj'  eye,  practised  or  unprac- 
tised, otie  of  ths  moot  certain   in   the  world ; 
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th«y  did  very  wisely  to  eschrw  cxciirsitms  on 
tlie  broad  river.  Nobody  nut  very  tun  o( 
being  picked  up,  should  ever  put  herself  in 
daa^er  of  fidling  ovvrboord.  No  lady  not  sure 
ofb^g  U»lened  to,  xfaould  ever  lulvvnturc  the 
peril  of  a  squall.  Acoordiiiglyt  they  stuck 
firmly  to  terra  Jirma. 

The  «clectioQ  of  places  for  a  land  cxpedi. 
lion  presented,  however,  considerable  difficul- 
dn.  One  would  have  thought  that  the  fair 
garriMn  of  Bi.4ford  might  have  made  a  sortie 
througb  any  gale  of  the  town,  pretty  miieh  as  it 
happened,  sure  of  meeting  everywhere  good 
roada  and  pleasant  spots  in  a  country  full  of 
green  pastoral  valleys  watered  by  clear  winding 
UreantB,  of  breezy  dowiut  and  sliady  woodlands. 
There  was,  however,  always  considerable  lieni- 
tation,  doubt,  and  delay  in  fixing  on  tlic  favour- 
ed ncene  of  their  traiu)uil  amitKcintirit.  Perhaps 
this  diiHculty  made  a  part  of  the  )>lcasiire,  by 
prolonging  the  discussion  and  introducing  tho»c 
little  interludrs  of  Iracautrie,  and  canvassing, 
and  oppcwilion — tboiie  pretty  mockeries  of  earc, 
which  they  wlto  have  no  real  trouble  arc  often 


m  bcr 
■atamt 
-«^^  ttaik  1^  tfaft 
I  At  Biatu  ne  but 
r.  Mid  Mt  fnch  DOre  ignw- 
iB  thr  Hd  wan*  f— bow  nio 
be  tini  bot  vnther,  among  the  ivy 
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fffi  uh  trees,  inalead  of  hejog  atewed  ap  ia 
Ae  Warren  House,  just  to  plejue  Mrs.  CcAhy  i 
It  would  serv*  her  right  if  we  were  «U  to  sUy 

And  MJM  Bates  gave,  »»  usual,  a  dutiful 
aaieat ;  and  yet  Mrs.  Colby  had  her  way,  and  to 
die  Warren  House  they  went  —  ihv  tw«  SI  i«<«s 
Uorris,  Miss  BlacksU,  Miss  Bates,  Lady 
Dixon,  Mrs.  Colby  herself,  and  the  beaux  of  the 

Mrs.  Colby  was  one  of  those  pcrvoiie  wliuse 
indomitable  self-will  does  contrive  to  carry  all 
before  it.  She  was  a  little  bustling  woman, 
ddtlicr  young  nor  old,  m-illicr  pri^tly  iiur  ugly ; 
VH  lady-like,  and  yet  by  no  means  vidgar ;  cer' 
tainly  not  well-read,  but  getting  on  all  (he  better 
fbrbcT  want  uf  information, — not,  as  is  the  usual 
woy,  by  pleading  ignornnce,  niid  exaggerating 
and  lamenting  her  dtrGciency — but  by  a  genuine 
and  maalerful  contempt  of  acquirement  in 
others,  which  made  educated  peupU.-,  if  they 
happened  to  be  modest,  iwlually  ashamed  of 
their  own  cultivation:  "I^ni  no  rousiciau,  tliank 
God!  Ucavcn  be  praised,  I  kttow  nothing  of 
poetry !"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Colby  ;  and  her  abash- 
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(d  beann  lek  thfyba 
"  drown  tbeir  hMfa^*  i 
For  das  iaAmaae  4 
to  her  own  brer  of  Anmrt^  and  kr 
abRwdaesBof  imd:  hbo^  s»&r  wsehs^pt^ 

fbftinir  or  poHtDBOk  !■■£» 
with  tit*  pfts  «f  fcrtnne  •» 

nt  ■■iw|if  Ibcn^  K^ias  tn  vdnr  l«d^;iDif« 
wtib  en?  gdniif  f  flMB^-HToaof ;  wont  span 
^  vvnticft&ib  pnntei^fitttfc  md 

nridol  far  IBB  was  at 
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_  cealed.  ADOlber  EkI  appear*  to  me  equally 
W  cerUun, — that  if  Kay  one  of  the  gosaping  nster- 
hood  vlio  applied  thmtficlvcs  lo  the  cxamitia- 
■  tkm  of  b«T  hntofy  had  Imth  half  a«  ikilfol  in 
such  iciquuiea  oa  h«r»eJf,  the  whole  stocj  of  her 
life — her  birth,  pai«oUigc  asd  education — would 
have  been  laid  open  io  a  month.  Bui  they 
were  siinplc  inquisitora,  bunglcrv  id  the  great 
art  of  meddling  with  uther  people's  coBcems, 
aod  Mra.  Colby  baffled  their  curiosity  in  the 
best  of  ttU  ways — by  seeming  perfectly  udcoo- 
tcJODs  of  having  excited  such  a  fi-cling. 

So  completely  did  iJie  erade  »]>caking  of  htr 
own  coDcerns  (a  subject  which  moot  people 
find  particulArly  agreeable),  that  the  lact  of  her 
widowhood  had  iieeii  milker  inferred  fruoi  the 
plain  gold  circlet  on  the  third  floger  of  (he  left 
hand,  and  a  very  rare  and  very  alight  mention 
of  "  poor  Mr.  Colby,"  Ituin  from  any  direct 
ooniBiunication  even  to  those  with  whom  iihe 
was  most  intimate.  Another  fact  was  also  in- 
ferred by  a  few  sbrcwd  olncr^'crs,  who  found 
amusement  in  watching  the  fair  lady's  mon- 
<£uvr««,— nnmdy,  that  although  when  occa- 
sioDaUy  tpeaking  of  "  poor  Mr.  Colby's"  Ijutvs 


a»  m^  am  a^g^  l»,  pro- 
wen  Bn  a  pBCu- 
1t  advauagcoiu. 
2%B  m^i^nwn,  at  I  hmn  mii,  moarLt^ 
A^  hat  «v  a«  BDt  to  im^n»e  tlut  Ure. 
(^ftv  ■■»  of  tba*  aanincn  and  vulgar  race  of 
fcanlwal  hiiiini  whose  &Dam  are  m  obviou>t 
and  «lMe  trap*  ar«  m  glariQg,  thai  the  simpkiit 
ihat  ever  was  caught  ia  a   tpringv  can 
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kmdly  TaH  to  be  awaie  ei  his  dsagrr.  Onr 
vidow  bod  too  much  uct  &tt  thaL  She  went 
CBBtiouftJy  and  delicalHv  to  work,  mdrandag 
m  ate&ttbily  as  a  parlour  cat  who  D>editate5  an 
■ttack  on  th«  crpatn-jitj;,  and  drawing  back  as 
demurvly  ss  the  aTnrvMud  sa^adou*  qtiadrapcd, 
■ben  she  percciTcii  that  the  ImiMtrc  U  too  well 
guarded,  and  that  her  atiraipti  will  end  in  de- 
tection and  discomfit  urp. 

It  was  only  hj  ilight  indications  that  Mrs. 
Colby's  designs  became  siiiipccted :  —  for  in- 
itanee,  her  neighbour,  Mr.  Sclwood  the  at- 
torney, lost  his  njfe,  nnd  Mr*.  Colby  immedi- 
ately became  fund  of  children,  H|>ent  a  Korld 
of  money  in  dolls  and  gingerbread,  and  having 
made  herself  popular  amongst  all  (he  young 
ladles  and  gentlemen  of  BclforJ  between  the 
ages  of  eight  and  two,  e9tabli»hc<)  a  peculiar 
intimacy  with  Misses  Mary  and  EVtm,  and 
Masters  John  and  Arthur  Scln-oud  ;  played  at 
f  dooiioo  and  cat's-eradle  with  the  gir)»,  at  trap- 
ball  and  cricket  with  tlie  boys;  courted  the 
L nurse,  was  ciTil  to  (he  nursery-uuiid,  and  mode 
u  judicious  an  attack  upon  thi-  papa's  heart, 
tlirouf^i  the  medium  of  the  children,  as  could 
\m-  II.  B 


but  «lio. 
!  a»  p*d  a  tffp-nMber  u  if 
«h»  had  fhyril  at  tnp^Ml  aad  ou'Mmdle 
^ikda^ofberKlE. 

Ho*  next  aUcspt  aas  oa  a  yottDC  phr»risn, 
a  baArior,  abate  abler,  who  bad  hilherta 
kept  hu  boair,  was  od  tbr  point  of  marrisgc— 
an  opportunity  that  xnnrd  too  fcood  to  be 
lo«t,  Ihnv  bring  no  axiom  mon-  rurmit  tn 
waHy  than  thr  nccvsntj  of  a  wife  to  a  medical 
man.  Accordingly,  the  had  a  M-verr  illime  and 
a  miraruloua  ircovrry  ;  declared  tlwt  the  ctoc- 
lor'a  »kill  and  assiduity  )ind  xaved  her  life,  be- 
came bin  pr6ifeuie  in  all  the  Belford  coteries, 


got  iiim  tvo  or  Uirec  patients,  and  would  cn- 
aitdy  harr  caught  hrr  man,  oal;  ihal  he  hap- 
prncd  to  be  Sctrfch,  nnd  was  saved  from  the 
pt-ril  mutninouLU  by  Ui*  naitonol  caution. 

Then  she  fixed  her  eje  on  a  rccruitin|r 
officer,  a  man  of  tmme  family  am)  reputed 
foriiine;  but  h«  whk  Imh,  und  the  iintivnal 
iBtitinct  saved  him. 

Then  she  tumcd  her  attention  towards  Mr. 
Singleton,  who,  dear  man,  soon  let  her  know, 
with  his  nceustomed  simplicity,  that  he  could 
not  [MMudbly  inarry  till  he  got  a  living. 

Then  nhc  mtiincd  Im-t  fondnctix  f<jr  children, 
which  had  lain  in  abeyance  .tinee  Sir.  Selwood*s 
affair,  on  the  occasion  of  an  ex-curate  of  St. 
Stephen's  setting  up  a  higher  clasx  of  prepa- 
ratory «cliool ;  hut  it  turned  out  llint  he  took 
the  ttehool  to  enable  him  to  mnrry  tt  woman 
whom  tie  loveil— and  so  that  eanl  fiiiled  Iter. 

Then  ^e  turned  sickly  again,  (delicate  is  the 
more  lady-like  phrase.)  in  order  to  be  cured  by 
tile  ale  of  a  rich  old  bachelor  brewer,  and 
went  about  the  town  crying  up  his  XX,  as 
she  had  fiirmerly  <lone  the  doctor'*  drugs ;  ao<l 
dm  (for  of  eourtrc  she  did  not  catch  the  oUL 
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froitleM  9cbi>t>i««  wltich  wc  have  vnuiuvratcd, 
Mrs.  Colby  seemed  »o  fur  ditcourngvd  lu  to 
intermit,  if  not  wholly  re]iiii|ui»ih,  hwr  dvMgnsi 
on  thnt  un^;ratefiil  half  of  the  creation  called 
man,  and  to  direct  her  entire  attention  to  th« 
softer-hearted  and  more  improwible  *«x  fo 
which  fihe  henwlf  bcl<>iif;^-d.  Diaappoiuted  in 
love,   she  devoted   herself,    aa  the  fashion  is 

i        amongst  liulies  of  her  class,   to  an  exclusive 
and  by  no  means  uoprofitablc  friendship. 

Tlie    friend   on  wlu>ni  a\w  pitclieil    wns  oue 

,        of  ihe  richest  and  simplest  sjiinster*  iu  kll  Bcl- 
fbrd.     A  good,  harmless,  comfortable  woman, 

IKHnewhat  brooder  than  »he  was  high,  round 
wt  a  ImII,  Mnoolh  as  »atin,  soft  as  ulk,  red  an 
a  ru»c,  (jiiiet  ux  a  dormon«e,  was  Miss  Blackall. 
Herage  iniglit  be  five-mid-forly  or  l)ieri:ab(>ul ; 
Bad  to  any  oav  who  knew  her  »mall  wit  and 
eaiiy  fortune,  it  was  matter  of  some  surpriic! 
that  she  should  have  lived  so  many  years  in 
Ihe  world  wiihiuit  liecoming,  in  some  form  or 
J^_  other,  the  prey  of  one  of  the  iniiny  swin> 
^V  dlers  with  which  the  age  abounds.  She  )ia<), 
I  however,  always  been  under  some  sort  of  tu- 
telage, and   had  hitherto  been    lucky    En    her 
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(fid  be,  Iftr  thr 
-  lo  •*  Ho*  d'jf  do  r  »nd  so  00  wiih 
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r*^*  hundred  rommon  (questions — for  that  might 
I  proceed  mi-rcly  from  an  clfurt  of  memory— 
*  bom  his  hsving  (in  tltcatrical  phraiw)  a  good 
study,  and  recollecting  bis  cues  as  well  as  bja 
part ;  but  ther«  was  about  him  a  power  of 
holding  a  suelaincd  and  apparently  Epontuni-- 
ous  convcr>alion,  tvhich  might  have*  occatiuneii 
much  sdmirntinn,  and  wmv  perplexity,  in  »i«eT 
Toroen  than  Hm  Blackall. 

lo  the  matter  of  personal  identity  he  was 
never    miartakvn.      He   would   call  the  whole 
liowteht^d  by  name,  and  was  never  known  to 
confound   one  individual   with   another.      He 
was  a  capita)  mimic,  and  had  the  faculty,  pecu- 
liar lo  that  order  of  wits,  of  count  erf  riling 
not   merely  tone  and   Toice,   and  accent  and 
expression,  hut  even  the  sense  or  nonsense  of 
the    person  imitated ;    spoke  as  if  the   same 
mind  were  acting  upon  the  same  organs,  and 
poured   forth   not  only   ?uch   things   as   they 
had  said,  but  sueh  as  they  were  likely  to  say. 
The  good- nut  iiTx^l  twaddle  and  drawling  nun- 
ideas   iif  his   mistress,   fur  instance,  who  had 
rather  le<9  sense    and    fewer   words   than  an 
irdinary  cliild  of  four  years  old:    the  ^liarp 


so  COUNTBY    EXCURSIONS. 

acidity  of  Mrs.  Taliiiha,  who,  with  everybody 
but  her  lady,  aud  MHnetiniea  with  bcr,  wot 
a  shrew  of  the  first  water ;  the  slip-tilap  and 
^o«&iping  of  the-  l)oU5cuiiud,  lh«  solemn  aelf- 
iiuporlance  tif  the  ccxik,  and  the  jargon  and 
mingled  hiinpUcity  and  cuDning  of  the  black 
footman, — were  oil  given  to  the  life- 

To  the  black  footmau  Vert-vcri  had  urigioally 
bdonged.  aitd  it  ivaa  mainly  to  the  f(Teat  fancy 
that  Miss  iJlackall  at  dni  sight  took  to  the 
bird,  wliicfa  gti  oficrtng  himself  as  a  candidate 
for  her  service  be  had  had  the  sbn-wdnna 
to  bring  with  Ititn,  that  Pompey  owed  the 
honour  and  happine.-ta  of  exhibilinj;  hit  ftliining 
face  and  somewhat  clumsy  person  in  a  flank- 
ing bvery  of  white  and  «arlet  and  nilvi-r  lacc 
which  atl  off  his  sooty  eomplexion  with  all  the 
advantage  of  contrast.  She  bought  the  bird 
and  hired  the  man ;  and  from  the  6r»t  inalMit 
that  V'ert-vert's  gorgeous  cage  swung  tii  htt 
drawing-room,  the  parrot  became  her  priatc 
favourite,  and  Mrs,  Tabilha's  influence  was 
MOubly  diniinishctl. 
That   this   might   occasion  in  the  mind   ot 
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the   smibrctti?  an  unusual   portion  of  I'll-wttl, 
(vhich  aminMv  feeling  wc  rational  brin^  ge- 
Berally  reserve  frir  the  bcnefir  of  oiir  own  njw- 
cies,)  is  boyoDtt  all  manner  of  duutit ;  an»l  the 
pBrrot— who,  amongst  his  other  extraordinary 
fpfts,  had  his  fanden  and  aversions,  with  cause 
and  without,  and  loi-ed  and  hated  like  any  ChnV 
tim — did  not  fail  to  return  the  rompliment, 
attd  det*-*!^!   Mr*.  Tabitha  with  all  M*  heart 
He  «nt   *wre  to  bile   her    fingers    whenever, 
'  in  compliance  with  her  lady's  orders,  site  at- 
lemplvd  to  fevd  him ;  and  mocked  lior,  taunted 
her,  and  laughed  at  her  in  a  manner  which, 
01  the    unfortunate    object   of   hix  jilK-M   wait 
wiwit  to  assert,  was  never  heard   of  before  in 
a  fmthcTeil  crcalwre !     Well  was  it  for  Vert- 
vert  that  the  days  of  witchery  were  gone  by, 
or  most   OMurcdly   Tahithu   would   have    ar> 
raigned  him  before  the  tribunals  of  the  land, 
and  have  had  him  roattcd,  feathers  and  all,  as 
mnething  "  no*  canny"  !    1  am  far  from  corluin 
ihal  »hr,  fur  her  |>arlicular  part,  did  not  ri>ally 
MiRpccI   him    of    being    something    citiiih    ur 
6e»di«h, — a  sort  of  imp  in  disguise,  sent  into 
the  world   for  her  especial   tonncnt;  and  tl»e- 
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sable  cfAoar  ct  ki»  quoDcUm  master  tcrvtd  to 
ooDfim  the  hopmaioii. 

The  immediate  olum  of  olFeact  wnt,  it  must 
be  confessed,  provoking  enough.  "  Tabtthi '. 
Tatniba!  Tabitlia  !"  ejaculated  the  bird  one 
day  from  his  cage  do  the  laDding-place,  as  the 
damsel  in  question  wag  ascending  the  stairt; 
"  Tabttba,  you  're  an  otti  fright !" 

"  Wliat  i"  oxdaimni  the  affronted  (tamtd, 
remonatrating  as  if  addresnng  a  hunan  brrn^ : 
'*  «rb«l  is  that  you  darr  to  say  P" 

"  Look  in  the  glass,  TabitbaP  replied  the 
parrot,  swinging   himjtelf  with   great   noncbn- 
Unc«  in    the  sort  of  wire  circle  suspetidnl 
from  Iho  centre  of  bia  large  and  cocnmodinui 
gill  Ititge:  "  Look  in  llieglais,  and  you  '11  see  a 
vrtMifrgnunexl,  Mjuintiug,  shrirelled  old  fright !~ 
Ttiff   allusion    to    h«r    persooal  dcfcctv—for 
Kqtiinl  •be  did. and  sJirivrllvd,  alas!  she  was 
~>tltn'<'**)Hl  aluiost  to  freniy  tl>e  ire  of  the  in- 
tVtiartl  lUuiM-L    "  Say  that  again,"  retorted  she, 
"  Wht  t  "U  wring  your  head  of." 

"  1\iU|(mu  ywt  "rv  an  old  fright  f  repealed 
iW  ttM  i  '* «  aour.  croaa-gnuned.  shriveUrd 
wM   A^hl.    Uh^lhat-  said    Vert-Terl  swfag- 
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ng  and  noddinf;,  aad  •wftjiog  his  neck  fron 
Bide  to  vide;  "Look  in  ihcglsss  Tkfaitlia  !' 

And  Taliitha  was  approaciiiBg  the  cage  wtUi 
dire  intent,  and  Vert>Tm  migfal  hare  rued  bis 
botdot-s*,  had  oot  Kliss  Blackall  from  tbc  draw- 
ing-rooin.  and  Pompej:  from  the  bail,  ruvhcd  to 
the  acene  of  conlni,  and  mtaitd  that  favoiu^ 
He  from  the  furioua  waiting-wooMUi. 

Too  much  Irrilatcd  to  br  prudtrnt,  the  at 
oooc  gave  her  lady  tlie  choice  of  parting  with 
hervelf  or  the  parrot ;  and  as  there  wu  no  aert 
of  eacnpariMD  between  the  twoiu  Mb*  BIackali'« 
opinion,  her  warning  was  accepted  and  off  she 
went  — all  the  sooner  liccausc,  during  the  short 
time  she  di<(  ilaj  in  llic  hou«e.  Iter  triumphant 
enemy  continued  to  ejaculate,  alternately, 
"Ifook  in  Ihe  glass,  Tabitha  T  and  '' l/gly, 
crofis-grained,  squinting  okl  fright  I  ^ 

How  the  bird  came  by  these  phrases  was  a 
my>tery,— unleut,  indeed,  Mrs,  Colby,  who 
wiahed  the  du«nna  away  that  she  might  suo 
ceed  bcr  in  the  niaiuigcment  of  her  lady,  might 
have  had  Knnc  hand  in  the  btiMnesa.  Certain  it 
wa»,  that  any  sentence  nharply  and  pung«ntly 
spoken   was  pretty  »urc  to  be  cuught  up  by 
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fast,  whose  family  kept  l)i«  hmm;  btit  for  the 
fmhenmce  of  her  own  pittn*,  which  were  Bs 
jtt  wholly  unsuspected  io  Belforc). 

Dr.  Fi-nwirk  loved  tbo  stowed  carp  of  the 
Wiimm  Hou»c,  mm)  lo  pmpitintc  Dr.  Fenwiek 
««s  at  present  the  great  o))jeet  of  Mrs.  Colby, 
ilthough  he  was  about  the  last  person  whom 
Ac  wo«i<i  ever  have  intended  to  lionour  with 
tier  hand,  l>L-ing  alinoxt  ax  poor  ax  her*c)f,  and 
with  no  very  great  prospect  of  ever  being 
richer. 

The  doctor  was  a  burly,  pompous  pcnonaget 
with  large  features,  a  large  ttgure,  a  big  voiw, 
■  xiuw  oraeular  mode  of  conver»ation,  and  « 
conttiderable  portion  of  self-importance.  What 
be  could  bare  been  tike  when  young,  one  can 
hardly  imagine;  nor  wa«  it  very  easy  to  guess 
at  his  ))reteDl  age,  for  ever  since  he  first  came 
to  Belford,  a  dozen  yi^nn  before,  he  had  seemed 
rxaetly  the  same  heavy,  ))aradiug,  conseipiential 
Doctor  Fenwiek,  with  a  buzz-wig  and  a  shoveU 
hat,  that  he  was  at  the  mon»cnt  of  which  we 
write.  And  yet  this  Stn-phon  had  l»ccn  in  bis 
time  as  grvut  a  fortune-hunter  as  Mrs.  Colby 
herself,  and  wa&  said  to  have  inaile  in  one  week 
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four  offers,  three  of  ibeni  being  (o  Lady  Dixon 
and  thv  two  Misses  Morris.  Thr  >w«in  wu, 
however,  soon  disooii  raged,  hikI  for  many  yum 
a|ipcnri<d  to  hskvc  giwn  u))  any  design  of 
making  his  furtuiii;  by  matrimony  at  vota- 
pletely  ns  Mrs.  Colby  herself. 

For  the  rest,  he  was  a  good-natured  man, 
with  more  tense  than  any  ot>c,  judging  froiji  his 
egregiouH  vanity,  would  have  HUp[KMed.  His 
way  through  life  had  been,  although  quite  free 
from  moral  impulation,  yvt  suffidrolly  oul  of 
iIm  common  eounK:  to  hinder  his  professional 
advaiK-emfint ;  since  he  Itad  bc«n  originally  an 
apothecary,  then  an  army  surgeon,  then  a 
phyncian  with  a  Scotch  diploma,  and  then, 
finding  medicine  improfituble,  be  contrived 
through  some  channel  of  interest  to  get  or- 
dained, and  now  lived  partly  on  his  half-pay 
aa  army  surgeon,  and  partly  in  officiating  aa 
an  occasional  preacher  in  the  diflVrent  parUbe* 
round  nbont ;  for  in  the  pulpit,  allhougli  Mime, 
what  coarse,  be  was  forcible  and  not  iuelv- 
quenl,  and  there  was  a  kindness  and  a  simpli* 
dty  about  Ibc  man,  in  the  midst  of  his  poiB- 
podty,  ilia  vaoiiy,'  and   his  epicurean    tostoc, 
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(rhkh,  tag«thtrr  with  his  Utorofif^h  inoflenaive- 
nas  and  hifi  blameleMt  character,  ensured  him 
coaaiderable  micntion  from  the  Ivoditig  iwrtnn* 
in  the  towo.  Itc  had  many  old  friendii  aUo  of 
a  respc^rtablL-  cUit*  in  Hocivty,  at  whose  bouses 
he  frequently  made  long  visits ;  and  one  of  thrM', 
a  gentleinail  of  the  name  of  Mus^rave,  dcxantt- 
rd  like  iIh:  doctor  from  nii  old  family  in  the 
North,  was  nt  this  very  lime  his  visiter  in  Bel- 
ford,  and  the  object  of  Mte.  Colby's  secret 
hopes. 

Mr.  Mui^rave  was  really  a  d<-li;;hlfiil  pcr- 
Mtn ;  Uirewd,  acute,  lively,  rich,  and  not  at  all 
too  young  or  too  handsome  to  make  the  union 
preposterous  on  the  «corc  of  appearance.  Since 
his  arrival,  loo,  the  gentlemen  had  been  aui- 
duoas  in  their  viMts  and  attentions:  they  had 
dined  at  Miss  Blackall's,  it)  company  with  Mr. 
Singleton,  the  day  before  the  excursion,  and 
\''crt-rcrt,  aided  it  was  tu  Ijc  presumed  by  a 
little  prompting,  luid  vociferatnl  on  their  nainn 
being  announced, — "He's  a  fine  preacher, 
Ooctor  Fenwick  !  Mr.  Muf^ave's  a  charm- 
ing man  '." — at  which  Mrs.  Colby  hail  blutthed 
and  cried  "  Fie !"  and  the  doctor  had  chuckled, 
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vidcd  for  tbeir  refreshment;  thotr  svcood  was 
to  enjoy,  after  their  ervenii  w«)-k,  iIm  beautiful 
Mxon-y  aau*ag*t  whirl)  U>ty  fuuod  ihi-niticlvrt- 

I  Mr.  SiogletoD,   Lady  Dixon,  and  the  MiMca 
McHTiB  preferred  the  mode  of  silting  down  to  a 
rubber  in  the  cla»v  room  in  which  ibey  had 
diDed ;   the  ottur  four  sallied  forth  into  the  air, 
Mre.  Colby  ulcing  Mr.  Muitgrave's  urm,  and 
^  Miss  Blacknll  leaning  on  the  doctor. 
^m     The  more  alert  and   actite  pair  soon  out- 
^P  (tripped  thdr  bi'avirr  companions,  uod  led  the 
way  across  a  narrow  )i|n]>  of  broken  cominou, 
r  with  old  pollards  acaltervd  here  and  there,  iato 
ra   noble  tract  of  woodland   scenery,   majestic 
^Oaiui  and  elms  and  beeches  ridng  from  thickets 
the  wce[>ing  birch,  the  hornbeam,  the  baw- 
],  and  the  hollvt  vuricgutt^  with  thv  briar 
and  the  wild  honeysuckle,  Ixmlered  with 
and  foxglove,  and  terminated  by  a  magni- 
Ecent  piece  of  water,  almost  a  lake,  whose  pic- 
)Ue  abore.s,  tndeiitv<l  by  lawny  bays  and 
wooded   headlands,  were  aa  calm  .-mil  tranquil 
as  if  the  foot  of  man  had  never  invadol  thi-ir 
^Hdkiaiit  aolitudc.      Except   the   song   of  tbc 
wood-pigeon,  the  squirrvl  leaping  from  bough 
I  bough  overhead,  and  the  xhy  rabbit  darling 
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m  tfe  path,    the   ulrooo   vas  unbriJieii ; 
Ht.  Muj^TBve  aad  Unt.  Colby,  who  hatl 
10  pnu^  if  Dol  ibv  tut«  to  admire. 
1  of  tW  lenr,  found  a  seat  on  the 
of  A  gn!«l  bcrch,  and  talked  of 
■■  «f  aatiin  until  suninioncd  by  the 
Hz.  Si^etoB   to  parukc  of  a 
tlK  COW,  with  wbkh  the  runli- 
I  dqr  *c»  to  atodait.  ^ 

ir  ntVT*  horngj  a  tligbt  diSemice  was 
bv  Hr.  Uusf^raTC  ia  their  iraveUing 
Mn-  Colbr  MBompuMd  him  is 
■1  Dr.  Feowid  louL  her  jilacr  tii 
r>  ■■iiiapii  The  pracpect  imaed 
f;: — but,  aUs  br  the  nmty  of 
it  Mr.  lia^;nTe  did  not 
.  to  lb*-  Odbf  ;  aad  Dr.  Fcnwick,  en* 
^^  VcfW««rt«  kiat,  did  propose  to 
«s*  accepted  oQ  tfaf  spot, 
ml  uMiiiil  ■!)>■  tkcaoathi  aad  poor  Mrx. 
i^l^  «■>  ttm  to  itotiitii  r  her  iht^ipniiiteMBlt 
mi  ^kr  Itiai^h  Uk  bridal  faUntie«,  aad 
V«n<WM  la  dnak.  t»  the  aew-inamed 
tmd  dm*  bnd»«iLc  througfa  the  wed- 
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'ok  some  lime  after  tTi«  dreadful  cstostrophs 
of  the  poor  AbW,  (he  Friary  Cottage  wu 
lieseited  by  all  except  Mra.  Duval  and  poor 
Louu.  The  vulgar  appetite  far  the  horrible,  in 
all  its  ghastly  and  disgusting  drtail.  )tad  not 
been  eo  fully  awakened  then  att  it  has  been 
wnce  by  repeated  exhibitions  of  murder  in 
DHlcK-dmioax  un  the  stage,  and  even  in  penny 
and  twopenny  shows  at  fairs  and  revels — or 
by  the  still  more  exciting  parlirulars  (with 
woodcuts  to  fllustrate  tlie  letter-press)  in  the 
Sunday  papers :  Bctford  was  too  far  from 
I<ondoii  to  altnict  chc  hurde*  of  impiiaitive 
itlnmgem,  who  flocked  from  the  metropolis  to 
Elstree,  to  contemplate  the  lane  where  Thtir- 
teil  slew  his  victim,  or  tlie  house  where  the 
dreadful  scene  was  planned ;  and,  lo  do  the 
iohahitauts  of  our  town  justice,  the  popular 
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foelinj:;  both  there  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
wfls  one  c»tii]iming  lixi  much  of  genuine  pity 
for  the  ^)od  old  man,  to  inoir«n^ve,  tM  kind,  and 
so  defenceless — loo  much  indignation  against 
his  murderer,  and  too  sincere  a  synipatl>y  with 
hie  Bvcnger«,  (for  u  »uch  Iiouis  and  Bijou 
wen-  cuniidercd,)  to  admit  uf  the  ba^  alloy 
uf  vulgar  curiosity.  Everybody  would  have 
been  gind,  to  be  sure,  to  make  acquaintance 
with  the  boy  and  the  dog  who  )ud  cut  so 
distinguished  a  figure  in  the  justiee-rooiii, — to 
know,  and,  if  possible,  to  serve  them ;  but 
there  «a*  a  *>«  of  respect  — young  lad  and 
pa)itry-ci(X>k's  win  though  he  were— which  for- 
bade an  intrusion  on  a  grief  so  deep  and  to 
iwent;  K)  that  the  gentry  contented  llieoi- 
aelvM  with  raising  a  handsome  subscription 
for  the  boy,  and  patronising  his  DHilhcr  in 
the  way  of  her  triwle;  whiUl  the  cotnnwn 
people,  satisRed  their  feeling  uf  justice  by 
attending  the  execution  of  Wilson,  and  pur- 
chaxing  and  conttnenling  on  the  "  last  dying 
speech  and  cunfcMion,"  which  was  written,  and 
printed,  and  diitnbuted  for  sate  by  >r>nie  in- 
grnious   speculator   in    such   commodities   the 
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ni^it  before  it  purported  to  be  spoken,  aiid 
■ome  copies  actually  vrndnl  in  the  oountiy 
yWAgcs,  owing   to  u   niii>tukv  uf  tlu'  lini«  of 
execution,  some  hours  bcforv  tlic  criminal  wu 
Enrought   out   upon   tite  sca&olcl.     Haviti];   so 
assuaged    ihdr    indignation,    (be    excitement 
gradually   subiuded,   and   the   murder  of  the 
pcxtr  prieBt  sank  into  oblirioa,  like  other  talea 
of  horror,  a  mere   nine  days'  wonder  1     One 
iniprcwion  only  seemed  permanent :  a  sbuddur- 
iug  aTerdon  to  p«M  at  niglit,  or  even  by  day. 
the  picturesque  ruins  amongst  which  lie  Iind 
dwell,  and  in  the  consecrated  grounds  beliinf^ 
jng  to  which  his  remains  in  pursuanee  of  a  wish 
which  lie  had  expr\'>M-<l  only  a  few  weeks  be- 
fore the  fatal  night,  bad  been  interred.     I'iic 
penooa  who  avoided  the  spot  would  have  been 
puKsled  lo  tell  why,  for  it  had  bi-en  n  favourite 
rendezvous  with  the  inhahitanitt  of  Helfurd — a 
walk  for  the  grown-up,  a  pluy-gronnd  fur  the 
ifaildren ;  why  they  tihiinnt-d  il  they  could  hardly 
haTv  told,  unless  they   liad   answered,   in  the 
words  of  the  great  poet,  that 

'•  SoiMiiiinf  ail  *<l  it  oo»— ih«  plwe  w»»  cuwtd." 
Mrs.  DuTid  fretted  over  this  desertion ;  not 
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Mm*  Smith's  maid.  Uiat   h«r    carelesftl^  uien- 
liuniDg   in   a   shop   to  which  slic  vas  sent  to 
get   change    for  a  fivc^puund   oote,   that   her 
mistrrM  wuiil«rd  gold  to  make  up  ihc  amount 
k'vf  somv  money,  which  slic  was  going  to  pay 
[tu   the   old    Frt;tK:h    iniuter,   IukI    \xxa   uvcr- 
[beard  by  this  ru6iaa,  who  was  himself  in  ihv 
making  some   small   purcttasei  and   had 
Llwea  the  actual  cause  of  the  murder.     This 
ivcry  was  an  indescribabte  relief  to  Louis, 
wIm  had   bc«n  haunivd  by  the  fear  that   his 
[«wn  dear  nKilhrr'n    unguarded  expressions  of 
|i|iHTi>rat  M-  rAhl>H*x  Inlemlt^  return  at  night, 
with  a  charge  of  money,  afii-r   her   nv 
I  peated   cautions  and  her  dream,  which  »tory 
•he  had  related  at  full  length  to  every  crea> 
ture  whom  sh«  had  seen  during  the  day,  had  in 
some  way  or  other  been  the  occasion  of  this  hor- 
rible catastrophe.     To  be  so  fully  assured  that 
her  indtxcretioD  had  nut  produced  thi«  trcmcn- 
doua  result,   proved   an  unspeakable   comfort 
tlo  the  thoughtful  and  sensitive  boy;  but  still 
Ilia  grief,  although  it  iuui  changed  its  violent 
and   tumultuous   character,   and   weint^l    fast 
Kttltog  iuto  a  fixed  lliuugh  gentle  melancholy. 
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appeared  rather  to  incraane  than  diminiith. 
He  shrunk  from  society  of  all  kinds,  espe- 
cially the  company  of  children,  and  evidently 
suJTi-rcd  so  uiucJi  both  in  tuind  and  body 
when  forced  from  his  In-lovcd  sJituch;,  that 
hilt  fond  mother,  fearful  of  risking  tite  health, 
if  not  the  life,  of  this  preciouk  and  only  child, 
nt  length  dcKiKted  from  the  ittru^le  and  left 
him  to  pursue  his  own  inclinations  in  peace, 
much  to  the  antioynnce  of  Stephen  T>aur,  who. 
having  taken  a  great  fancy  to  tlw.-  boy,  from  the 
part  he  had  acted  in  the  diM»very  of  the  poor 
Abbe's  body,  and  the  detection  of  the  mur. 
dercr,  had  resolved  to  be  his  friend  through 
life,  and  wished  to  he^n  his  kindness  at  that 
very  now,  by  putting  him  to  nehool,  or  biiKl- 
ing  him  apprntlicc,  ami  gave  the  prefereiKc 
to  the  latter  mode  of  proceeding. 

"  Talk  of  his  delicacy  P  exclaimed  the  good 
butcher  to  jxior  Mm.  DunO,  in  a  htud  earnest 
tone,  which,  kind  as  hismeiiningwns,ond  good- 
humoiired  a«  was  the  speaker,  did  certainly 
wound  a  little  like  the  voice  of  a  man  in  •  paiu 
»on.  "  His  delicacy,  forsooth  !  Won't  your 
coddling  make  him  more  delicate  ?      Delicacy  ! 
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Nobody  rvertnlkedof  suc)inoD«enBCw)ien  I  «■« 

a  ruUfigxter.     Why,  before  I  was  hi*  ngc,  I  uiw 

beftd-boy  with  old  JackMni,  my  wife's  father  iliat 

DOW  is,  — used  to  be  up  between  three  and  four 

M  a  tnomin^,  and  down  to  ihv  yurd  to  help 

|Utc  mm  KluuKhter  ihr  bcuti ;  then  b«cl(  a^n 

the  ButtH,  to  o|>en  the  windows  and  sweep 

[.the   bhop  ;    then   help   cut   out  ;    ibi-u   carry 

Ibome  the  town  urdrrK;. — I   fthould  like  to  ace 

llouis  with  fiucb  a  tray  of  meat  upon  his  head 

Laa  I  used  to  trot  about  with  aod  think  nolhiog 

lllf  itJ  — then   curry  out  tlu;  country  orders, 

with    my  tray  before  ine  like  mad, 

ly,   hslf  OVLT   the  county  at   a   sweep;   then 

[drive  the  carl  (o  fetdi  home  the  valve*;  then 

to  the  borsea;  then  feed  the  beasU;  then 

lut   up  shop  i  then  take  a  scsinper  through 

[ike  streets  for  my  own  divtrfxiun;  go  to  bed 

[as  fresh  as  a  four-year-old,  and  sleep  like  a  top. 

[There '•  a  day's   work    for  you  I      Just   send 

[Louis  down    to   the  Butts,  and  VW  make  a 

[Man  of  hhn ;  take  him  'prentice  for  nothini;, 

[feed  and  clothe  and  lodge  him,  and  mayhap, 

I  by  and  bye,  give  Itim  a  share  of  tlie  business. 

Oojy  send  him  to  me." 

TOL.  U.  t 
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"  But,  Mr.  Ua^"  inUrpaeed  Mrs.  Duval. 

"  poor  Lout*  does  not  like  butchering ;  be  has 
DoC  the  heart  to  kill  a  vronn,  and  voulj  never 
do  to  that  lioc  of  busineaa,  I  'm  nuv." 

"  More  fool  he  T  ejaculated  Stephen.  "  (Icort, 
indeed !     A*  if  butchen  wore  harder-hearted 
than   other  folk  !      1*11   tell  you    what,   Mn. 
Duval,  no  good  viU  cnme  to  the  buy  whiltt 
yoa  let  him  ^t  moping  all  day  with  a  book  in 
hi«  haod  amongst  those  ruins.     Mov«  yourself 
[offt     Get  into  the  middle  of  the  town,  and 
weau  him  from  that   dismal  pliux-  aliogt^her. 
Delicate,  <iuotha !     Well  he  may,  sucii  a  life 
,  as  he  lends  there,  sitting    upon  tW  poor  old 
man's  grave  along  witli  tlie  little  d(^  jutt  like 
;  two  figures  on  a  tombstone.     As  to  the  poor 
'.  brute,  I  don't  blame  him,  because  'tis  liin  ii>- 
alinct,  poor  dumb  thing,  and  he  «ui't  Itelp  it ; 
but  Louia  can — or  you  can  for  him,  if  you  will- 
Ihang  it  t"  continued  the  honest  butcher,  wonn- 
Uxg  OS  he  ptimued  lii»  liaranguc ;  "  ilang  it  I  you 
wumeu  folk  are  oil  alike,  young  and  old.  There 
{■  uiy  daughter  Bessy — 1  caught  her  this  very 
UHtrni>V  (\M\ing  young  Master  Stc|^n  to  let 
llw  luaul  wasli  him,  aitd  my  young  gi-nllciiuui 


lab  to  tlic  yard  htSiwt  jas  caaU  aiv  *  Jack  1 
liMDO  ;'  and  Or.  Ottvin  wn  I  n»  n^t,  < 
that  my  eoamtf  will  do  the  bo;  mbi*  good  i 

Idl  thdr  codi&nig  wttb  wn  aaler.  Sa  the 
^miDg  gnulonaB  i*  to  be  ducked  ewery  BOf*- 
iDg,  aod  tbe  doctor  «jrs  that  is  a  Baatli  bell 
ben  eheA»  Uhe  a  roM.  Now  ibi>  u  what  700 
ihould  do  tritb  LouU." 

I"  What  •  duck  Mn  T  ioqnired  Mrs.  Duval, 
tauHag. 
"  No,  woroan !"  irplicd  Stephen,  wasing 
wroth,  "  but  get  away  from  this  dreary  place, 
iad  fling  him  amongst  otbcr  boy*.  Put  hitn 
io  tchool  for  a  year  or  two,  if  he  is  such  a  fool 
M  not  to  like  the  liutcbering  line :  111  pay  the 
expense,  and  we'll  see  what  else  *e  can  put  him 
to  when  he's  of  a  pn>per  age.     Only  leave  thai 
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H  h(t  awn  wtjt  tar  !>*  doar  with  br:'*  avd  dl 

'        His  dracripttoa  of  I^na  lad  B^aa  wm  aM 
nod)  unlike  Uk  trvcb.    TIk  fioAfid  dag,  viifc 

l9tr  imuHcabfe  iaatinct  vMEh  charackOMs  to* 
nee,  lay  for  boun  and  bumn  on  tike  na|le 
fltg-vtotie  nufked  oalv  ntb  h>>  aanc  and  tbr 
^e  of  his  dnth  (that  of  fau  fairtli  bcng  «■• 
kaown)  which  covrnd  (h«  lemaiat  of  hta  ^aa* 
Icr.  Aod,  ndining  bnidc  faim  on  tfar  saar 
itnav,    sat    bis    rqually    faithftil    oompaniao, 

IaoBKtuiwa  reading  one  of  the  good  Abba's 
books  whicb,  uncUinMd  br  any  rdatioD.  and 
no  will  having  bc«n  found,  had  been  roniugned 
by  the  local  autlK>rittes  to  the  care  of  Mr». 
Duval;  Bonietiines  pursuing,  with  irregular 
but  succeuful  ardour,  the  studies  marked  out 
lor  him  by  his  wnrrablc  instructor :  ami  often 
ikctching  designs  for  a  monument,  which  it 
was  the  object  of  his  affectionate  day-dn.tinis  to 
erect  lo  his  mrmory.  Gradually,  however,  his 
designs  extended  to  other  objects.  Lotiii'  t^ 
lent  few  drawing  was  remarkable  ;  and  as  lie 
had  inherited  a  little  of  hi*  mother's  svipersti- 
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lion — and  encouraged,  it  may  be,  ia  the  present 
insUince,  by  the  verification  of  the  bntl  drmm, 
h«<l  formed  his  own  version  of  the  good^lhv 
peocil  soon  Iwcame  liis  principa)  ocvupatioo. 
if  Ste|}hcn  Lane  bad  beurd  to  tlic  end  the  stiHy 
of  dreaming  of  a  pot  of  gold,  oiid  finding  an 
old  paint-pot,  and  hod  happened  to  have  had 
Miy  faith  in  the  l«gem),  he  would  )ui*e  coo- 
atrued  it  difTerently,  and  have  bound  Ijouia 
upon  the  spot  ciUier  to  a  glnnier  and  bou«e- 
painler,  or  to  an  oil  and  cotourman  :  but  the 
boy,  M  I  «aid  before,  put  hi*  private  inler- 
prtMation  on  the  viition,  and  as  prophecieo  '| 
Kimctiuie*  work  their  own  accomplishment,  »o 
did  it  bid  fair  to  prove  in  this  case,  since  by 
repealed  and  a-<.-4(luouii  and  catvful  copying  of 
(he  romantic  buildings  and  the  fine  natural 
scenery  about  htm,  he  was  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  an  artiwtV  education,  by  at  once  Requir- 
ing focilily  and  certainty  of  drawing,  and  a 
tasic  for  the  beautiful  and  the  picturesque- 
Thu*  oecupicf],  and  vith  the  finest  tmoks  in 
French  lilerattire — and  Iiouis  read  I-'rench  like 
Kngliah,  and  some  of  the  easier  clawacs  to 
occupy  him  —  be  never  had  dared  to  open  the 
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Y    Horace,  which   Beemetl   like  a  tacred   li^acy, 
—days  aud  veeks  passed  on,   and.   wrih   no 
apparait  dinn|;i>  in  tbc  habits,  a  silent  ame- 
lioration was  taking  yAatx  in  the  mind  of  the 
pensive  boy,  on  whom  thne  was  working  it) 
u«tial  healing  efFect,  taking  th«  sting  from  grief 
K  ud  the  biilemess  from  memory,  (*'  the  »tn>ng 
"  Iwurs    coaquvr   us"  —  why   &liould   wc   resist 
them?)   when  n  cjrcitm»tnncc  occnrrod,  which 
f  tended  mure  (lian  oitything  could  have  done  to 
divert  his  attention  and  soothe  his  sorrow.     A 
new  lodger  offered  liitnwif  nl  the  Friary  Cot- 
tage, and  of  ull  the  lodgere  that  could  have 
I  been  devised,  one  the  most  congenial  to  his  dis- 
position, and  the  most  calculated  to  foHtvr  and 
mcouragc  his  predominant  pursuit. 
He  wa»  silling  among  the  ruins  as  usual,  one 
fine  morning  early  in  May,  attempting  for  the 
twentieth   time  to  imitate  on  pagier  the  jiichi- 
Iresque  forms,  and  the  contrasted  yet  harmoni- 
ous colouring  of  a  broken  arch  garlandtnl  with 
ivy,  whose  dark  whining  wreaths  had  ntraggled 
from  the  old  stone-work  to  a  lidl  pear-lrcein 
full  blossom  that  overhung  it,  breaking  with 
its  pale  green  leaves  and  its  ivory  Uossoms  the 
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deep  blue  of  the  almobtcloudlcvs  sky, — trben  tiU 
motltcr  called  him  to  a  young  j^vntlvmnn,  who 
wished,  she  said,  to  sketch  the  great  window, 
and  who,  after  luflitic-iit  cuiivcnation  with  her 
to  ftrure  hia  good  breeding  and  good  feeling, 
«al  down  to  the  ta^k  which  had  bo  often  taxi-*] 
ihe  poor  boy'n  nmplc  skill.  The  stranger 
brought  lo  it  talent,  pnctioc,  taste.  The 
work  grew  under  his  hand,  and  in  two  hour*, 
which  sCT-oMxl  but  two  minutes  to  I^ouis,  to 
whom  he  had  been  talking  most  kindly  during 
the  gmter  part  of  the  time,  he  produced  a 
drawing,  free,  vigorous,  and  maMerly  beyond 
any  that  hia  youthful  ailmirer  had  ever  beheld. 
"  You  must  be  a  great  artist !"  exclaimed 
the  boy  involuntarily,  returning  the  sketch 
after  a  long  examination,  his  eyea  aparkling 
Mkd  hia  cbrrks  glowing  with  generous  fcnour : 
"  fiir,  as  young  aa  you  look,  you  must  be  some 

at  painUfr." 

■  Not  »  painter  cerlaialy.  nor  a  great  ani*t," 
r¥pti«il  thv  stranger,  smiling.  "  I  ain  a  young 
K*dptor,  or  rather  a  student  of  sculpture,  driven 
\n  tmctk*!  advice  into  the  country,  and  in 
K«rc4)  at  some  cheap,  quiet,  aiiy  lodging;  — 
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if  jrotir  apanmctiu  an?  vitcsnt,  and  your  mother 
rookl  venture  to  take  into  her  houae  an  un- 
knovn  youth — "  And  in  five  minutes  the  aflair 
was  settled,  and  Henry  Warner  eatabliitfaed 
M  an  inhnbiunl  of  the  Friary  Cottsgr. 

To  a  boy  like  IxKiis  lite  companionship  of 
ndi  a  person  as  Henry  Warner  — for  in  spite 
of  (he  difference*  of  slalion,  agv,  and  acquire, 
mrnt,  companions  thty  speedily  hecame^proved 
Dol  only  an  almost  immediate  cure  for  his  me- 
lancholy, but  an  excellent  although  unconscious 
education. 

The  young  sculptor  was  that  rare  thing,  a 
man  of  genius,  and  of  genius  reflm-d  and 
heightencti  by  cultivation.  Hi*  fnthcr  had 
bren  a  rierk  in  a  public  ofBce,  and  having  only 
one  other  cJiild,  an  cldiT  daughter  comfortably 
married  in  her  own  rank  of  life,  he  devoted  all 
that  could  be  spared  of  his  own  income  to  thr 
improvement  of  his  pnmii«tng  Ikiv,  lending  him 
first  to  a  public  scboot,  then  to  the  Royal  Aca- 
demy, and  tram  thence  to  Italy  ;  but  even  at  ibe 
moment  that  he  was  rejoicing  over  a  printed 
letter  dated  Rome,  which  mentioned  Henry 
Warner  as  likely  to  become  a  second  Canova, 
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apoplcx}:,  cAUKrd  pn-haps  by  ibe  very  exoew  of 
jilea-Mirablc  excileminit,  adzed  him  with  that 
one  fatal,  and  therefore  mercirul  gnufs  «llh 
which  thnt  (rcmcndous  disease  sametimM  iveep* 
iiwfty  the  liardiest  and  the  alrongcat.  He  died, 
leaving  his  beloved  son  to  stniggle  with  the 
pcDury.  which  he  was  by  nature  and  by  tau- 
ficrnmmt  peeuliarly  unfittt^]  dtlker  to  endure 
or  to  surmount. 

On  his  return  to  Enfrland,  Henry  fotmd 
himwlf  alone  in  tho  world.  Htii  mother  had 
long  been  dead  ;  and  his  sailer,  a  weU-meaniog 
but  Tutj^r-minded  person,  diflTfring  from  him 
in  appearance,  intellect,  and  character — a.s  we 
90  often  see,  yet  always  with  smietbing  like 
surprtae,  in  children  of  the  same  parents — and 
niarrii-d  to  a  man  fttill  coarser  than  herself,  had 
no  thought  or  feeling  in  commoo  with  him, 
could  imt  ctHnprchcnd  his  Itopcs,  and  was  more 
than  half  lemptetl  to  class  hit  hahtls  of  pa- 
tient observation,  of  Ktrcnuou*  thought,  and  of 
silent  study,  under  the  one  sweeping  name  of 
idleness.  Site  could  not  understand  the  repe- 
tilinn  of  ciToTl  and  of  failure  which  so  often 
lead  to  the  highest  excellence;  and,  disappointed 
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in  the  sympathy  of  bis  only  relation — the  sym. 
palhj  which  above  all  othcn  would  have 
aoDlh«d  him,  our  young  artist,  afWr  collectiog 
the  small  remain*  of  bin  fathcr'K  property, 
witbdiTw  from  a  house  where  he  suspecied 
himself  to  be  no  tongiq-  weloomo,  and  plunged 
■I  oatx  into  the  mighty  sea  of  London. 

His  first  outset  was  unexpectedly  pro^ 
perou&.  A  nobleman  of  iicknowlcdgnl  taste, 
•rhom  be  had  met  at  Romp,  not  only  pui^ 
chased  a  biial  of  tht-  (Im-iiin  Helen,  in 
which  be  found  or  fancied  a  resemblance  to 
his  youngest  and  favourite  child,  but  engaged 
hjm  to  accompany  bi»  family  to  their  country 
leat,  and  execute  a  gr»up  of  ItiK  two  dauglitvri, 
then  oD  the  point  of  marriage. 
The  group  was  most  successfully  begun— 
[one  figure  quite  finished,  and  the  otiier  nearly 
so,  and  the  nuptials  of  the  elder  sifter  were 
celebrated  with  all  duo  splendour,  and  adorned 
by  the  varinl  talenl^i  of  the  aecoinplixbcd 
sculptor,  who  united  strong  mu.iical  taale  to 
a  sliglit  turn  for  lyrical  poetry,  and  poured 
forth  his  onitetl  giftK  with  unbounded  pro- 
dtgnlily  on  this  happy  occanioo.    But,  a  few 
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days  before  that  fixed  few  tlie  marriage  of  the 
young  aiM)  lovely  La<]y  Uabel,  the  artist,  wlio»c 
manner  had  latterly  assumed  a  reckleu  gaiety 
littk  in  accordance  nith  his  gentle  and  modest 
chftrnctiT,  jtiiddenly  <)uitted  the  Hall,  teaving 
behind  him  the  fine  work  of  art,  now  so  near 
its  completion,  and  a  letter  to  tlic  Earl,  which 
vxeitcd  Mrange  and  mingled  fen^ling*  in  the 
breaat  of  his  noble  patron.  *'  \\''ayward,  pre* 
sumptuous,  yet  honourable  boy !"  was  his  tn- 
tcnial  exclamation,  as  the  open  and  artless 
()ue«tionR  of  ihc  unconscious  Isabel,  who  won- 
dered with  a  pretty  and  almost  childish  inno- 
cence why  a  person  whom  she  hked  so  much 
should  leave  licr  figure  unfinished  and  run 
away  from  her  wedding,  oonvinail  tlw  nnxiotis 
father  that  ihi^  happiness  of  his  favoiirilr  child 
wa»  uninjured.  The  nuptials  were  solem- 
nised: the  noble  family  relumed  to  Italy; 
and  Henry  Warner,  retiring  to  bis  London 
liMlgings,  «tn>ve  to  bury  thought  and  recollec- 
tion in  an  entire  and  al>Korbing  devotion  to  hb 
great  and  noble  art. 

From  this  )>oiDt.  his  history  was  but  a  fcnn 
a(  misfortunes — of  trembling  hopes,  of  bitter 
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dttappointments,  of  consuming  anxiety,iind  6nal 
despair.  Kvcry  on«  knows  thv  dilTicuUjr  with 
whidi  excvUenvc  in  art  biirat.i,  often  a»  il  Kceui* 
by  some  casual  accident,  through  lh«  darkness 
of  obscurity  and  the  crowd  of  competition. 
Doubtless  many  a  one  butt  felt,  m.  Henry  War- 
ner felt,  the  aching,  burning  consciousneM  of 
unrecognised  genius— the  agonidng  aspiration 
after  the  fame,  alway*  within  view,  yet  always 
eluding  his  pursuit.  Mr.  Moore,  in  one  uf  tbe 
finest  songs  that  eren  he  ever  wrote,  iias  depicted 
a  glittering  vessel,  laden  with  fairy  treasures, 
tailing  lightly  over  a  summer  sea,  followed  by 
a  little  boat,  rowed  by  one  single  mariner, 
dosely  chasing  yet  never  overtaking  the  phan- 
tom bark.  I'he  sun  rises  and  tlie  nun  sets, 
and  still  sees  the  magic  ship  floating  onward, 
nnd  the  solitary  boatman  labouring  after  at  one 
unvaried  distance,  ever  near  but  never  nearer — 
wearing  away  life  and  strength  for  nn  illtision 
tlint  mtx'kx  whiUt  it  allures.  That  lonely 
mariner  mlglit  be  the  type  of  many  an  artist  of 
high  but  unacknowledged  talent,  more  espe- 
cially of  many  a  young  sculptor,  ^nce  in  that 
pure  and  lofty  braiidi  of  art  there  is  no  room 
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for  9ecot)d<rste  merit,  no  middte  path  between 
bopdcfiG  otMcnrity  and  splendid  rqHiUlian. 

To  attain  to  this  prwud  eminence  was  not 
the  destiny  of  Henry  Warner,  With  funds 
almost  pxhauHted,  a  broken  conEtitution,  and 
a  half-broken  heart,  he  left  the  j^reat  city — so 
dreary  and  «>  dewiale  to  thoae  who  live  alone, 
unehecnd  by  bo»ocn  ninpathy,  unaootbed  by 
home  aiFeclion— and  retired  to  Bdforil,  as  his 
aKdkal  advi«rr  said,  to  recruit  his  health — a» 
hia  own  desponding  apirit  whispered,  to  die ! 

At  the  Friary  Cottage  be  found  unexpected 
comfort.  Tlie  quirt  was  delightful  to  him ; 
the  situntion,  at  once  melancholy  and  pictu- 
resque, fell  in  with  his  taste  and  his  feeting* ; 
and  with  the  cheerful  kindness  of  Mrs.  Duval 
and  the  nrdmt  admiration  of  her  enthusiastic 
boy  it  was  impossible  not  to  l>e  gratified. 

Henry  was  himself  one  of  those  gifted  pcr- 
•ons  who  seem  borti  to  command  affection. 
The  griefs  that  were  festering  at  the  core, 
never  appeared  upon  the  surface.  There  all 
was  gentle,  placid,  smiling,  almost  gay ;  and 
the  quickness  with  which  he  felt,  and  the 
Kwectuetss  with    which   he   acknowledged,   any 
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■rifling  atteDtion,  would  have  won  colder  henru 
tli«n  thoK  of  Loui)  and  Iub  mother.  The 
lender  cliarm  of  hU  unite  and  the  .iimny  took 
of  his  dark  ryes  were  singiilnrly  pleatJo^,  and, 
vilbout  Iwirig  rvgularly  handsome,  hi»  whole 
raantenance  had  a  charm  more  captivating 
than  beauty.  Sweetness  and  youthfulncss 
fbrmed  its  prevailing  expression,  as  grace  woa 
ihc  chnracf eristic  of  hi«  Hlight  and  almost 
boyitib  figure;  altttough  a  phrenolojiiiit  would 
bare  traced  much  both  of  loftin^as  and  power 
in  the  Shakspcarian  pile  of  forehead  and  the 
findy-inouldcd  Iteacl. 

HiH  conversation  waa  gentle  and  unpretend- 
iugt  and  occasionally,  when  betrayed  into  speak- 
ing on  hia  own  art,  fcrrcnt  ami  enthusiastic. 
But  he  talked  little,  as  one  who  had  lived 
much  alone,  preferring  to  turn  over  the  French 
and  Latin  books  of  which  the  poor  Abb^-'s 
■nail  library  consisted,  or  buried  in  "  Hnylvy*> 
Rssay  on  Sculpture,"  a ehnnce-found  volume,  of 
which  not  merely  the  subject,  but  the  feelings 
under  which  the  poem  wos  written,  particularly 
hilerrstvd  him;*  or  forming   plans  for   new 

*T1i«  Letwi  on  Sculpture  were  atl'lrtxtcd  U>  Fluxnuu, 
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vtarkti,  which,  under  the  trmponir;  revival 
causied  hy  rhange  of  scene  and  of  air,  he  in 
his  happier  moments  began  to  think  it  posable 
that  he  mij^ht  hre  to  cttmplrte. 

His  f!;reat  plcaMi re,  however,  *a»  in  rarobling 
with  Louio  through  the  lane«  and  meadows, 
now  in  the  very  prime  and  pride  of  May,  green 
and  flowery  (o  the  rye,  cool  and  elastic  to  the 
tread,  fresh  and  fragrant  to  the  tcent,  pleasaot 
(o  every  tense ;  or  in  being  rowed  by  him  in  a 

whoie  pupil,  Tbomm  Haytcy,  the  port'«  only  ton,  mi 
dwitig  iIm  liroe  oF  ihi'ii  conipotition  npidl}'  dMltntiig  of 
a  lingering  and  p«ii>ful  diteuc.  lit  did  actually  die  b»- 
iwrrn  the  c(ini|ilctioii  and  Uie  iJublicatioii  ot  ihe  po«lli;*lid 
the  true  and  stnag  expreuion  of  lh»  rxlli^t'i  pitttot  ibe 
■ufferings  and  dcMh  of  ihu  amiable  and  promwiiif  yovih, 
it  U  m«  Hngvlarty  sStcting.  [t  u  v«iy  ald-&iluoo«d  u 
Itko  d)o  wiitingi  or  Ilajlejr,  who  paid  in  ihc  latur  put  ol 
his  caiecT  Ibc  timsl  penalty  fei  having  brm  oTcr-praiwd 
ia  hU  cailier  daj^i,  and  ii  now  Mldoni  iiieriiiuinMl  but  ai 
«i  object  of  tidkule  and  *cxini ;  but,  id  aiidc  the  fmu  and 
r>ri«d  learning  <>t  hii  note),  1  cannot  help  (teling  mvic 
klndnesi  for  the  aceomptisbed  and  eltgaal  tchotat  who  ia 
hit  greater  woilu,  die  Essayion  Kulory,  ou  Epic  PoeU7, 
on  I'aiDling,  and  oo  Sculptiira,  hat  cammunicatcd,  lO 
Agrreably,  bo  rich  a  iturc  of  infottnatian,  and  whcse  own 
obatmOont  are  alwayi  lojaUiM candid,  so  honourable^ 
M  ftill  of  a  1*iapend  lore  of  libeity,  and  of  th«  high«M  and 
purwi  adniratioa  foe  all  that  ii  gnat  and  bcauiifnl  m 
IMialaie  of  ia  an. 
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IitU«  bo«t  (and  Louis  was  a  skilful  and  indf- 
faiigable  natemian)  aniong«t  the  remotest  re- 
ctMe»  of  the  great  river ;  betwem  beech-waucU 
with  Ibc  sunbrams  wandering  witb  sucb  aa 
iaterciiaogv  of  ^*fS^*^  unil  shadow  over  the  im- 
ipeakabW  heauty  of  tbetr  fresh  young  topK; — 
or  through  oairaw  channels  hemmed  in  by  turfy 
hills  and  bowery  iKlcli,  beautiful  solitude*  from 
which  the  world  and  the  world's  woe  seenied 
excluded,  and  they  and  their  little  boat  sole 
Itnatits  nf  the  bright  water,  into  whose  bosom 
Ihr  blue  Kky  nhont-  im  jteaeefully,  and  wbose 
slow  ciirrent  half  seemed  to  bear  along  lh« 
blonder  boo};hB  of  the  weeping  willow  aa  tbey 
stcopMi  to  kits  tiw  stn>nni. 

In  such  a  scene  as  this,  Henry *!<  soothed  spirit 
would  sometimes  burst  into  song — such  song  as 
Ijoui*  fondly  thought  no  one  had  ever  beard 
before.  It  wa*  in  truth  a  style  of  singing  as 
rare  as  it  wa^s  cxquititt.-,  in  which  effect  was 
caupletely  sacrilioed  to  expresaion,  and  the 
mdody,  however  beautiful,  seemed  merely  an 
adjunct  to  the  most  perfect  and  delidous  rccU 
talion.  P«rha|Ki  none  but  the  writer  of  the 
words  (and  yet,  considcrcfl  as  poetry,  the  wonl» 
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were  trifling  enough)  could  have  afforded  to 
make  that  muiid  and  mcllnw  voice,  and  that 
consutnmAtc  knowledge  of  musk,  that  extra- 
ordinary union  of  tiute  and  exi>ctiti(>ii,  uu  en- 
tirely aeoondary  to  the  feeling  of  the  verse. 

One  great  charm  of  Henry's  singing  was  iu 
»]H>ntnneity— (he  manner  in  which,  excited  by 
■he  niercHt  trifle,  it  guslied  forth  in  (lie  middle 
of  conversation,  or  hrobe  out  after  a  long  si- 
lence. "How  sweetly  that  Hkylarlc  sings.'" 
cried  Louie  one  morning,  laying  aside  his  oar 
that  he  might  listen  at  his  esse  —  "and  the 
deep -soothing  «>oing  i>f  the  wood-pigeon,  and 
the  sighing  of  the  wind,  and  the  rippling  of 
the  waters  I  How  deKghtful  are  aU  imtural 
sounds !^ 

"  Ay,"  rejoined  Henry — 

"There  ii  ■  pun  and  lioljr  ip«D 
la  all  s««el  touucU  on  tinh  that  ilii«tl ; 
Thft  ];ilca«ant  hum  oC  the  tazlj  hot, 
A(  *be  plies  h«  chMrful  inivsltj; 
Tbe  whir  of  the  tnstl'il  bettte's  wing. 
Sailing  heavily  by  M  ev«niiig; 
And  the  nigli(ingBl«,  to  pocii  My, 
Wooing  dw  ro*e  in  his  nulchlM  lay- 
Han  ij  ■  pure  and  hoty  tpcU 
la  all  meet  wwads  on  tanh  that  dwell : 


THE   YOITNO  SCULPTOR. 


115 


I 


Tilt  Indian  ilwll,  whow  fiuthfol  «nin 
Li'boca  tlie  »ng  of  (he  difCuii  main  ; 
Thn  ^tnnnik't  ^r^lin^c  Itiruu^i  (lie  Inm, 
Tlio  walGomr  tigh  of  iho  cool  ntght-brMU ; 
IbefBtanct  loud,  tlw  te»p*>t  high. 
Huh  eacli  iti  thnlUng  iiulvd;," 

"Yes,"  continued  Louh,  after  wamily  thAtib- 
in^  th«  siiigLT— fur  though  the  matter  n-os  little, 
the  manner  was  much  — "  Yes !  and  how  much 
brautjr  there  is  in  almost  every  accnc,  if  people 
had  but  thv  faculty,  not  of  looking  for  it — that 
vere  too  mud)  to  expect — but  uf  sering  it  when 
it  be*  before  them.  Look  at  the  corner  of  llial 
iiK«dow  OS  it  comes  sloping  down  to  the  water, 
with  the  cattle  clustered  under  the  great  oak, 
and  that  Little  thicket  of  flowery  hawthorn  and 
fining  holly,  and  gcdden-blossomed  broom, 
Mttli  the  tangled  sheepwalk  threading  it,  and 
fanning  a  tx>wer  fit  fur  any  prinoeNit." 

Again  Henry  answered  in  aotig. 

"  She  la;  beneath  th«  foTtsi  ihkde 

Ai  midit  iu  loaves  a  lily  faif — 
Sleeping  ihc  lay,  jauiig  KaJaimdc, 

Nur  dmuul  that  mortal  bovtrr'd  iheic. 
AU  M  ilie  tiept,  a  sudden  nnile 

Plaj'd  round  hci  lip*  io  dtinpling  grace. 
And  ioft«at  bluihci  gliuiced  tlic  while 

In  raarnto  beauty  o'er  her  feico  ■, 
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Mf   I^Atid  then  ihMe  bluha*  pua'd  ««ay 

FriHii  h«i  pate  chock,  and  Kabumlc 
I'alc  MS  ■  Dcw-Uuwti  Illy  Uj, 
Slurabrring  bcncalh  ih«  fbrel  sha4e. 

Oil  I  loivly  »Ti»  thai  bln.h  »  ni»«k, 

Hat  tmitc  bdf  pluirrul,  Uf  denuic^ 
And  luftlier  «iitl  ihai  pallkl  cbtck^ 
.         Tlul  look  ta  gmtlc  yet  >o  (luffti 
1  Icfl  her  111  li«r  puritjr. 

Slumbering  b«t)Mil(  ih«  tona  ghdc ; 
I  Ccar'd  to  tnMt  ber  wakiof  eye. 

The  young,  the  timid  Kakuiwlc- 
I  left  lipr;  yet  by  day,  by  aigbl, 

Dnrlbi  in  my  noul  tliM  inu^  bir, 
Mtdd'ning  u  ihoiugtiii  of  pMi  dcUgbt, 

As  guilty  li»p«,  as  fierce  deipau." 

"  Is  that  subj»!t  quite  imaginary  ?"  Loub" 
at  lafit  vcntuiTcl  to  inquirr,  taking  care,  Iww- 
evcr,  front  an  iii»tinclive  delicscy  that  he 
would  have  found  it  di6Kult  lo  account  for, 
to  rmume  hia  oar  and  turn  away  fnim  Hniry 
aa  be  spoke  ^*' or  did  you  ever  really  see  a 
slwpinj;  bt^tity  in  a  boirer,  uich  as  1  waK  fan- 
cying  juKt  now?'" 

*'  It  is  and  it  is  not  imaginary,  Louis,"  re> 
plied  Henry,  sighing  deeply  ;  "or  nilher,  i( 
is  a  fancy  picc«,  grounded,  as  rhymes  and  pic* 
ttires  often  arc,  on  lome  slight  foundation  of 
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Inith.  Wandering  in  tbr  ntij^ibourbood  of 
Rome,  I  Urajr«d  accidentally  inlo  the  private 
grounds  of  an  English  nobWmao,  and  bb*  a 
brautifut  girl  sleeping  as  I  ttave  dvwribrd 
U5der  a  bay-tr«c,  in  the  terraced  Italiao  gar- 
1  withdrew  OS  Mkiitly  m  possible,  the 
nore  to  a«  I  naw  anoiher  young  lady,  licr 
uster,  approaching,  who,  io  eudeavouring  to 
dispose  a  branch  of  thv  bay-tree,  ao  as  to 
»helt«r  the  fair  sleeper  from  iIk  itun,  uwrakenod 
her." 

"What  a  subject  for  a  group  I"  exclaimed 
Louis-  "  Did  you  nrvcr  ullcmpt  to  n)o<td  the 
two  sisters  ?^ 

"  It  is  a  fine  subject,"  replied  Henry;  "  and 
it  hits  been  attempted,  t>ut  not  eompieled.  I>o 
you  not  reaieuil>L-r  itingling  out  a  sketch  of  the 
rcvuuibent  figure,  the  other  day,  when  you 
vere  turning  over  tny  drawings  P" 

"  Yes,  uud  saying  how  like  it  was  to  the  ex- 
quiute  bust  marked  'EAENH. — Helena !  But 
all  your  female  figures  are  more  or  Icia  like  that 
HelcD-     She  b  your  goddess  of  beauty." 

"  Perhaps  so,"  rejoini-d  Henry.  "  But  where 
are  wt.  now  P    Is  this  tlw  old  diurch  of  Cat- 


!i-  Ti^^vt,:, 


'..::."-:_     :1 


TBE   fOUKG  SCOLrnHL 


119 


aad  bappy  ionr-hanhMid,  on  whcse  am  dw 
bing — issued  £rani  the  porch.  **  I  dioiiU  like 
just  Kucfa  ■  wife  ■>  that  myicl^**  addnl  Loom, 
uUuog  of  DttiTjing  ■»  a  cfevcr  bojr  a{  iturteen 
likes  to  talk  ;*  "  sboDld  Dot  yoa  ?" 

But  Hmry  made  no  ansircr — he  «■■  Boaif 
im  another  wcddiog;  and  aftrr  m  sOene*  of 
MBK  duratioD,  in  the  coune  of  which  they  had 
rowed  away  almost  out  of  hearing  of  the  joroin 
pod  that  still  echoed  nMrrrOT  fmm  the  church 
(over,  he  broke  again  into  uxig. 

"  Forth  die  kivcly  btide  ]«  bfiog : 
Cifnt  flowtn  hthnhm  fiii& 
From  yovr  higli-piM  bftskcti  ifirtad, 
Maidms  of  the  hirj  Dcadl 


*  It  WB*  aoiDcwlMn  aboDt  th«  np«  ife  ikM  >  tcr; 
derer  frieod  of  mine,  tnrcUing  i&  iha  North  wiifc  a  younf 
dtiunMA,  Itii  priiiM  Uitor,  wrote  m  his  molh«  a  iMIti 
bcpoarag  as  loUows : — 

*•  GnrUB  Gmn,  'Amnifaqr. 

"  Hy  <l<ai  molher,— Iler«  wc  sic^  ia  tb«  rtfy  Uod  of 
lev*  and  nuirinionjr ;  anil  ii  a  a  Itnusmd  pilw-that  mj 
httle  wile  U  Dot  hen?  wiib  ua,  fof  Mr.  G.  haang  U  hand,  we 
omU  tirikc  np  a  weddiag  without  lo«s  of  lime,  aiid  my 
&lb«e  aod  Air.  !>.  wmiU  haf«  nothing  t»  do  but  lo  artlle 
the  tacocoe  and  the  dowry  at  tbmr  leuure."  So  li^lty  titw 
ihoM  matiart  muhlend  ai  ibiiie«n  I  At  iki««-*iiil-tkin:r> 
ibacaMuahnad. 
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Slrcw  Ihcm  fkr  tuid  wide,  nod  hi^, 
A  fwy  shower  'twUt  earth  and  iky, 

Slnw  aboul  I  Mkw  aboui  I 
lAlfclpur  trim,  and  poppy  djred, 
And  frcak'd  omation'*  buniiag  prides 

Sln-w  tibout  I  st»w  about  I 
Dark-vyed  pinkt,  with  Trini^  light, 
Uich  EcianiuiiM,  clu»Ecring  brigltl. 

Strew  about !  *Ucw  ahoiut 
Kltuiiting  pea,  and  hatcbdl  blue. 
And  daiouk-roM',  of  daepeat  \mt. 
And  purMt  Ulici,  Matd*m,  «mw  I 

Slr«w  about,  straw  about  I 

UooK  ibn  loT*ly  brida  ye  bring : 
Choioni  flowen  before  her  fling 
Till  diiiying  Hxanu  of  rich  poffiime 
Fill  the  lofty  banquet  room  1 
Stn>w  the  teudu  citron  tli«ru, 
The  cnish'd  magnolia  proud  and  lUv, 

Sinw  about  1  lUcw  about  I 
Orange  bloitoini  newly  diopp'd, 
Chaini  fiocn  high  acacia  eropp'd, 

Sir»w  about  I  ilrtrw  atNiutl 
Pate  mualL-row,  m  li^hi  and  fine 
ClOTM  nod  lous  of  jcuatninc, 

Sucw about!  Mrewaboutl 
Tops  of  myrtle,  net  w  iih  d«w, 
Hipp'd  wbar«  Um  Iwdct*  spKWt  mm. 
Fngtant  bay4cavt«,  Maidtoi,  mow, 

SvewaboutI  ■Imrabouir* 


I 
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■  "niti  tong  uhI  cue  or  two  of  th<  ethtn  b«l«n(>  to  M 
brUicomu^  opttu,  alrtkdy  tet  to  miuk  aDderAe  aui|iict> 
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1)18  was  about  to  utter  »onie  expr«t>Kt»n  of 
admirnlioD,  which  the  ringing,  air,  and  the  ex- 
quisite tostr  and  lighineiw  of  the  unging,  well 
(leiervcci,  whcD  he  perceived  that  the  artist, 
■buorlK-d  in  his  own  feelings  aiid  recollections. 
was  tolillj  unconscious  of  his  presence.  Under 
the  influence  of  Much  iissociations,  he  suiig,  with 
a  short  pause  l>etween  them,  tlte  tvro  following 
airs: 

"  thtiy  bid  ins  suilw  ih«  ha/p  oiic«  man. 

In  p«aliBg  aout  o(  mlnstn-i  pride 
Tiny  bill  RM  hftll  Sir  llubeit'i  bndc. 
Alai.'  alu!  ihc  miplial  iinitt 
Fallerinjc  I  uy  tmd  b;  in  Tain ; 
TwM  pleajanl  odm  to  w*ke  ill  tpM — 
But  Dol  for  Lady  UabcU 

Tliey  bid  me  mint  in  lordly  lay 
Sir  Uulwrt'i  luicn  and  apiril  gay. 
Ilia  «r]d«  demetncs  and  Imeagv  liigli. 
And  all  ihe  prida  or  cliivalry. 
Aka  1  alu  I  the  knightly  lay 
la  trembling  iniirmuri  dio  av\y  ; 
Twero  i"«c(  ilic  warrior's  fimic  to  leU— 
Bnt  not  to  Lady  lubel. 


Iinf  tha  auiborais-     She  hns  thought  it  right  to  mentioti  this 
to  prertDt  thr  pDSiibility  of  ihcir  being  itlectcd  for 
'i  aa  biMnir  by  any  other  comparer. 

VOL.  II.  e 
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Tbay  bid  tnc  blend  in  tcr>daE>i  *on|; 

Tlie  lover's  fears,  uiiutltr'd  luDg, 

With  th«  bold  bridetfrnom'*  nplurous  gW, 

And  vowt  of  cndleu  eouuincy. 

Alu!  alu!  mj  voice  no  mon 

Con  lair  of  hnppy  pauioii  |>out  ; 

Tolo*e,  to  joy,  a  long  fiirpweU!-^ 

y«  Ueningt  on  ihM,  Itabel  T 


"  BlSM  th««  I  1  may  no  lotigei  ftty ! 
Nt>  lon|[cr  bid  ibcc  ihink  on  me  ^ 
I  cannot  'bide  thy  bfidal  day^ 
But,  Helen,  I  go  blcMing  ihe*. 

Bleu  thee  1  no  row  of  thine  it  broln; ; 

I  ask'd  not  thy  dear  lore  for  me ; 
Tiiougli  te&ra,  and  «igh*,  and  blutliM  «pok«— 

Yet,  Helen,  I  fp>  blMiing  thee. 

BIcH  thte  1  yet  do  curt  qnilc  forget : 
Oh,  mmelinieii,  lucneliaiei  pity  me  t 

My  tun  of  life  n  miy  aei — 

Bui,  Helen,  I  die  bleuing  thcc." 

And  then  the  minstrel  sank  into  a  silCTwrc  loo 
uid  and  too  profound  for  Louis  to  vrnlurr  In 
interrupt,  and  thr  ludy^  fur  KaUwade,  ImM, 
or  Helena,  ('EAENH,)  viui  d<«rly  one — ibe 
Helen  of  (he  lover's  thought  wm  never  agidn 
mentioned  between  them. 

Hin  spirits,  however}  continued  to  omend, 
although  his  hcfllth  was  flucluating :  and  having 
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>E  Ictifflh  fixed  on  tbf  Procewrion  in  hutwur  of 
PaOa  from  Kriils's  "  £ii<)yimi>ii,"  lu  llio  >subjtcl 
of  •  gnnt  work  in  biMo-rcli^vo,  uud  hitvjng 
ooDtrivMl,  vith  I»ui>*  iMii»tBi>ce,  to  lit  up  ■  Hbc-il 
in  the  must  retired  fwrt  of  the  ruins  u  •  Burt 
of  out-of-door  studio,  he  fell  to  work  with  the 
clay  sod  the  modelling  tooU  with  an  ardour 
and  iotendty  partaking,  perhaps,  equally  of 
ihe  streogtb  of  youth  and  the  fp\-er  of  diiicaae, 
uf  hope  and  of  dcipair. 

These  mixed  fcfiingH  were  in  nothing  more 
moced  than  in  the  choicv  of  hut  »ubjvct;  for, 
tmiiicnlly  suited  a>  tltc  jMtieage  in  question* 
undoubtedly  was  to  his  ovn  classical  ta&le  and 
graceful  execution,  it  is  certain  that  he  was 
attracted  to  itic  autltor,  not  merely  by  hi*  un- 
equal and  fitful  genius,  his  extraordinary  pic- 
torial and  plastic  power,  but  by  a  syropatby,  an 
iutinctiTe  sympathy,  with  his  destiny.  KeaU 
had  died  young,  am)  with  liin  talent  uuueknow. 
ledgcd, — aud  to  lu.-  felt  »hiiuld  itc. 

Ill  the  mean  while  he  laboured  MreimouKly  at 

the  Endymion,  relinquishing  his  excuruons  on 

the  water,  and  confining  his  walks  to  an  i-vcn- 

*  Vide  KDtt  I,  nt  Itie  cud  of  the  pipcf.  I* 

a3 
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ia^  I  iwbli    oa  Sunhsni  ComoMD,  pirated    to 

wxtcl)  Bijou  (wbo  iud  iranxfiMTvtl  to  our  art»t 

Bocfa  of  the  aSitffMttct  which  he  tnd  fanncHy 

paid  fo  Im  old  nast«r,  and  even  preferred  him 

to   Loou)   frifeiing  omoDg  llie  |p>rse,  w  gam- 

boUii^  >^$  ')>*  sbom  of  the  Actp  invguUr 

petals  which,  mn^lvd  with  iilrU  of  coKngr^  and 

nxtaf^^anlra*.  form  co  picturMquc  a    forr- 

gTOond  to  the  rich  landscapes  heyond. 

Belter  still  did  he  lore  lo  seek  the  deep  soli- 

tube   o(   the  double  a^-enue  of  old   oaks   thai 

skirtmt  the  upper  part  of  the  comtnoD :    and 

there— 

**  Like  bemit  otv  hi*  cm*  of  Hon* 
To  pace  M  rtc  the  nteol  turf  ilone. 
And  toltlir  bmth*  or  itilj  muae ■  ptajtt' 

tUfmtd  »(«>■  TArmaM* 

W  *  A  poa>  oTwbkA  (if  it  wrrr  doi  prMSUphiOM*  in  ur 

ujuaiMndiawafk)  I  diooM  oj.ilui  it  uaiied  lb»pnf^ 
sMK  •CUM  and  the  bauiiAil  nntlkabon  of  Pop«,  Ibc  dof 
()iieBi  |itiila«o[i>;  oT  \Vonlt«o(il>,  the  wtde  knnttntljt  or 
Scoli.  md  llw  fetvcnl  hotincu  of  Covpat,  vitb  ■  ipifii  of 
dariiyal  in  owl  Tint  bith*  vohiBc  >>  ■  jvbi  pnar(tf 
Mdi  wn«  bmM)  hem  mttmlf  tMcQccl  of  the  mj  hif  hw 
du>  bdoogs  M  *irtMc  Tin  wotfc  u  oai  of  phnl :  nunt 
it  contiiiiK  »T  ti  it  quite  comitErai  ia  one  iBibacd  witb 
ta  anc«re  a  love  Tot  hii  fplloir-«n*nir«a  lo  wilhMd  IhiM 
thMM  such  «fi  oictfloaing  loarce  of  pnAi  uid  iieli(ht  t 
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rMore  fitting  place  for  Hidi  medilAlion  be 
coold  hardly  have  fouod  ilian  i  hat  broad  aveiiiie 
of  ctdoroned  Irunki,  the  boughs  arching  orer 
,  his  bead*  a  natural  temple !  the  &htulows  &11> 
H  in^  hcaTity  as  between  the  pillared  aisles  of 
n>Rie  dim  callRKiral,  and  the  sunbeams  just 
glinting  through  the  manivc  foliage,  as  if 
piercing  the  (iotliic  tracery  of  wome  pictured 
window.  The  nind  eame  sweeping  along 
the  branches,  with  a  sound  at  once  solemn  and 
toothing;  and  to  n  mind  high-wrought  and 
fancy-fraught  as  Henry's,  the  very  song  of  the 
fainls  as  they  sought  their  n«s(s  in  the  high 
tiees  had  something  pure  and  holy  as  a  vesper* 
hymn. 

The  sweetest  hotir  in  all  the  day  tu  Henry 
U'amer  was  lluit  of  his  toliliu-y  walk  in   the 

Iivmue^  Quite  solitary  it  was  always;  for 
Louis  had  discovered  that  this  was  the  only 
iplcasure  wtiieli  liis  friend  wished  to  vnjuy  uii- 
•harcd,  and  with  instinctive  delicacy  contrived 
'to  keep  away  at  that  hour. 
I  The  only  person  who  ever  accnste<l  Henry 
4n  these  occasions  was  our  good  fritiid  Stephen 
Lanv,  who  used  sometimes  to  meet  him  when 
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returning  from  bU  fsnn,  and  who,  won,  fint  by 
his  counteTuinc«  and  ihm  by  his  manner,  and 
n  little,  ])tTho[>«,  by  the  cloM  but  oftoo  unsiii- 
(lected  approxtmaiion  which  cxitu  belween  the 
]HTfi-ctly  Kimple  and  (he  hij^hly  rHintid,  lutd 
taken  what  he  called  a  fancy  to  the  lad,  and 
even  forgave  him  for  prognosticating  that 
fjouis  would  some  day  or  other  be  a  painlrr 
of  no  common  order,  —  that  he  had  the  tec]- 
ing  of  beauty  and  the  eye  for  colour,  the  in- 
born taste  nnd  the  strong  iovc  of  art  which 
indicate  genivis.  "  So  much  the  vonc !" 
thought  our  friend  Stephen ;  but  such  was 
the  respect  excited  by  the  young  artist's  gen- 
tleness and  »wectiic»,  that,  free-sp<^cn  as  be 
generally  was  on  all  niattcnt,  tlic  good  butcher, 
on  this  solitary  occasion,  kept  his  tlioughit  to 
himsdf. 

Id  strenuous  application  to  the  ProccasioA, 
and  lonely  twilight  walks,  the  sununer  and 
part  of  tlx-  autumn  passed  away.  Ooe  bright 
October  evening,  Stephen,  who  hiul  bcm  absent 
for  touic  weeks  on  a  viiiit  to  a  niarried  daughter, 
niet  the  young  sculptor  iu  his  usual  haunt, 
Bunbam  Avenue,  and  was  struck  with  th«altef»- 
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lim  in  his  Appearance.     Cral)l>e  has  dotcrihetl 
(uch  an  alteratiou  with  hia  usual  graphic  felicity. 

"  Hmo  tu(  thin  dwek  unuiripd  a  ilradly  faiH, 
Awl  all  iIm  roM  t«  on*  imftlt  tpoi  wiiMnw : 
IV;  c»U'il  il  hectic ;  'twaj  a  Rcty  tliuh 
More  fUM  and  decpvr  lliaii  Uie  maiden  blosli : 
nil  p«l«r  lips  ttie  pearly  teeth  diseloMd, 
And  Ubotthng  luiigt  tlia  langiheiting  ipwch  oppoirf." 

i'orui  Rtgitttr. 

But,  perhaps,  Huylvy's  lux-uunt  of  bis  son 
iiiU  more  rcMuiblcK  Henry  Wanicr,  lH.-caUKr  it 
adds  the  mind's  strL-ngth  to  the  body's  cxlenua- 
tion.  "  Could&t  lliou  ate  him  nuv"— he  is  ad- 
dressing Flaxman — 

I        "  Thau  mighi'*!  tuppoM  I  had  bebn  ih*c  brought 

I  A  {JhristiiiD  martyi  bj  Ghibcrli  wnpughl, 

I  So  pain  iiai  cfuili'tl  hii  fonn  with  din:  cantroul, 

I  And  so  the  wraph  P-Jtlence  Btm'd  his  lout." 

^^^^^  l^Uirt  on  Saitf'lm*. 

W        He  was  leaning  against  a  tree  in    the  full 

light  of  the  bright  Huntflr's  moon,  when  l^te* 

phen  accosted  him  with  his  usual  rough  ktnd- 

iMB,  and  Indsted  on  his  accepting  the  sup)>orC 

of  bis  stout  ami  to  h<-lp  him  ltom<^.    Honry  took 

it  gratefully ;  in  (ruth,  he  could  hardly  have 

walked  that  distance  wiUiout  such  an  aid ;  and 

for  some  time  they  walked  on  slowly  and  in 
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lileBoe;  tlie  brijtht  muonbeaias  che«|tierinf;  (bo 
avenue. s]c1^pi□goD  themosfi-growiilhalchof  the 
cottsf^v  ruofs,  and  playing  wtib  s  sitvery  ndi- 
aoce  o()  ihc  clenr  ponds  that  starred  the  com. 
uioD.  It  waa  a  beautiful  »cvne,  and  Hi^nr; 
lingered  to  look  upon  it,  when  bis  oompaiiiun, 
Htlioonishcd  by  the  fallen  leaves,  damp  and 
dewy  iindcT  foot,  and  tlu;  ii!<;hl  wind  sighing 
tbrougb  the  tre«9,  begged  him  not  to  loiter, 
chiding  him,  as  gently  as  Stephen  could  chide, 
for  cooung  so  far  at  such  an  hour. 

**  It  v«»  ruoligh,"  replied  Henry ;  "  but  f 
love  theae  trees,  and  I  iJiatl  never  we  tlieni 
again.*  And  then  he  uniled,  and  b^an  talking 
vfactf fully  of  the  bright  moonbeams,  and  their 
fine  efiect  upon  the  water ;  and  Stepheu  drew 
the  back  of  hia  bard  hupie  hand  across  his  eyes, 
and  thouglit  himself  a  grvat  fool,  and  wondered 
bow  sweet  smiles  aiwl  hopeful  happy  words 
should  make  one  sad  i  and  when  an  acorn  drop- 
ped from  a  tree  at  his  feet,  and  the  natural 
thought  |M»Ac<l  throuffh  his  miod,  "  Poor  youth, 
K»  he  will  fall '"  Stiiihvn  had  noiliing  for  it 
but  to  ttrtn  away  the  chokii^  aentation  to  biH 
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tiuMt,  and  beglD  to  lecture  th»  iorAlid  in  good 
ameat. 

Attn  laodiog  hioi  safely  in  his  uirn  pAriotir, 
4ik1  cbarging  X»uU  lo  lake  care  of  hi»  ftiend, 
Stephen  drew  bh  good  boMeu  to  the  gale  of 
I  lirr  little  garden  : 

"  Thit  poor  lad  muil  hare  the  best  adriee, 
iMn.  Duval." 

**  Oh,  Mr.  Lane  I  he  won't  Iteor  itt  it.     The 

[expeoM " 

"  Hang  llw  expense,  womao  •  he  thall  have 
l-*dncc,"  reitcmted  Stephen  i  "  he  must,  and 
Ueshali." 

"  Ob,  Mr.  I..atii'  I  1  have  be^gvd  and  en- 
Ireeted,"  rejoined  MrH.  Dm-a),  *<  and  so  has 
I  J>mis.  But  the  expense !  For  nl)  he  pay*  me 
Ml  regularly,  I  am  sure  (hat  he  is  poor  — very 
^poor.  He  lives  upon  next  tii  nothing;  and  i« 
ruoeaiiy  if  I  get  hiaiany  liitle  thing  better  than 
lonlukary  ] — and  Louis  caught  hint  the  other  day 
^«rraDging  his  drawiugs  and  casts,  and  putting 
rup  bis  book»,and  writing  ]ettGr» about  lh«-m  to 
I  geiilletnan  in  Ijoodon,  to  pay  fur  hisfune- 
1,  he  said,  and  save  me  trouble  aAer  he  was 

g5 
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dcwl  :^1  thought  Ijouis  would  have  broken  tiia 
hnrl.  He  reckoned  upon  Mealing  that  liae  work 
in  the  »hed  here  —  the  Proccuion  —  I  forget 
what  they  call  it,  and  it 's  almuxi  finishviJ ;  but 
he 'a  too  weak  to  work  upon  it  now,  and  t  know 
that  it  frets  him,  though  he  never  utters  a 
complaint.  And  thcHf  if  be  dies,  my  poor  boy 
will  die  too  r 

"  Could  not  one  manage  to  make  hitn  take 
sonn-  money,  somehow,  a*  a  loan,  or  a  gift  ?" 
tnquiretl  Stephen,  hie  hand  inToluntarily  seek- 
ing iu*  breecbe«-puokel|  and  puUiog  otit  a  well- 
laden  canvass-bog. 

"  Nih"  rrfdied  Mrs.  Duval,  "  (bat's  impofl. 
ijble.  The  poorer  fae  gets,  the  prouder  lie 
•Rtwa.  You  could  no  nMire  gel  bim  to  take 
aKHin  than  to  send  for  a  doctor."' 

u  IHrrg  it '.  he  ahall.  though  T  retunied 
bwest  $4«ufaeD.  ^  Well  mc  alioui  that  in 
Hw  MMCBUy-  In  (fa^  ■"*'*')  *^^>  ^**  y*"'  S^ 
)Mm»  with  me.  «»d  we  if  fuu   and  my  mit- 

wW  Bke.  She  hai  been  makii^  some  knick- 
ItaMln  l^*»«v.  I  know,  for  little  I'eggy  our 
flf^nMM^mt  who  Ii»»  been  til,  and  wlwui  we 
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bcrt  brought  faome  for  cluuige  of  air.  DoubU 
len  there 'il  be  some  to  sp«rc, — and  if  then.- 
it  aot(  be  wanu  it  wont." 

And  in  an  half •&&•  hour  Mrs.  Oural  re^ 
tuned  to  the  >'riary  Cotta^^e,  lail«n  with 
old  winr  and  nicrtJev  of  all.  aorta  froin  the 
velt-fumi^ied  xtore  closet,  and  a  Urge  boion 
of  j«Uy  of  dear  Mrs.  Lanc*aown  making.  Illaa 
be  waa,  and  capricious  as  is  a  sick  man's  appe- 
tite, our  invalid,  who,  like  everybody  that  had 
ever  seen  her,  loved  Margaret  Lam-,  could  not 
reject  the  viattds  which  came  so  recocniuvadMi. 

The  next  rooming  »aw  Stephen  an  unex- 
pected  visilcT  m  the  young  sculptor's  studio, 
fixed  tu  wondering  adiniratiiin  before  Ule  great 
work.  **  A  procession  in  liotiour  of  Pan  !"  re- 
peated the  good  butcher.  '*  Wel\,  Pm  no 
great  judge,  to  be  sure,  but  I  likn  it,  young 
man ;  and  I  *U  tetl  you  why  I  like  it,  iKcaute 
it's  full  of  spirit  and  life,  Utcc;  the  folk  are  all 
moving.  Dang  it !  look  at  tliat  bone's  head  ! 
how  he  'a  toasing  it  hack !  And  that  girl's 
petticoat,  how  light  and  dancy  it  seems  I  And 
that  lamb,  poking  ita  little  hvatl  out  of  tlw 
ba;^ct|  —  ay  that 's  right,  bleat   away  '.     One 
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fn  bad  becB  m  much  amongst 
tbta  »  I  hav^" 

Ucorj  was  thaiiaJ  ai  Stephen's  critieum, 
and  baokly  told  tarn  «o. 

»  WdU  ifacB  r  coothiucd  Mr.  Lsiw,  «  urns 
rou  thiok  bk  such  a  good  judj^  of  your 
handiwork,  yoa  must  let  i»e  buy  it.*  Tel) 
lue  your  price,"  added  be.  pulling  out  an  enor- 
IIMU5  brown  leather  book,  well  stuffed  with 
bank-notes;  "  I  'm  the  man  fur  a  quick  bar- 
gain." 

"  Buy  the  relievo!  But,  my  dejir  Mr.  Laup, 
what  will  yuu  do  with  it?"  replied  the  arii»t. 
"  Handiome  as  your  new  house  at  Sunhaui  i«, 
this  rc()uireB  space  and  tLi»Iancv,  and 

"  I  'in  not  going  tu  put  it  in  any  house 
uf  inine,  I  proinin-  you,  my  lad,"  replktl  Mr. 
Lane,  half  affront  in).  *'  I  hope  1  know  better 
what  is  filling  fur  a.  plain  tradesman ;  and  if  I 
duti't,  my  Margaret  does.  But  I  'U  tell  you  what 
I  mean  to  thj  with  ii,"  continued  hp,  n-covering 
lti>  good  humour,^"  it  wiis  my  wife's  thought. 
1  sliall  muLf  a  |ire«eDl  uf  it  (o  the  Corfwratioo, 
Iti  iHtl  u)>  in  the  Town>h«ll.     I  *t«  he«n  a  nuv 
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^^piguie  to  them  all  ray  bf«,  sod  it  is  bat  haai- 
W  tone,  now  thit  1  sm  j^ng  awajt  u  for  ■» 
SitBfaam,  to  make  up  with  tbrm ;  mi  I  dull 
teod  tbeni  lhi«  as  a  parting  gifL.  Daog  it  I 
bow  well  it  11  look  in  tli«  old  ball  P  ^touted 
be,  drowning  with  ht»  loud  exdamaliona  poor 

I  Henry's  carnvst  thanks,  and  unfcijpcd  rrluc- 
taac« — ^for  Umry  fpit  the  real  motiTe  of  a  pnr. 
chase  so  much  out  of  the  good  butcher's  way, 
and  tried  to  combat  his  resoluHoD.  "  I  will 
hare  it,  I  tell  you '.  But  I  tuake  one  condi- 
■  lion,  that  you  *11  sec  a  doctor  thin  very  day,  and 
that  you  arc  not  to  touch  the  Proce»&ioD  again 
till  be  gives  you  leave.  I  certaiuly  mIuu/i 
(end  it  iWta  till  the  spring.  And  now  icil  me 
the  price,  for  have  it  I  will  !'^ 

I  And  the  price  was  settled,  though  with  cun- 
wlerable  difficulty,  of  an  unusual  kind  ;  tlie 
ntimate  of  the  patron  being  much  higher 
than  that  of  tin-  nrtiM.  1'hv  purchasi;  was 
completed— but  ihc  work  was  never  finished  : 
for  bcfcrre  the  last  aonm  fell,  Stephen'^  fore- 
bodiugH  Mere  accomplished,  and  the  young 
Sculptor  and  his  many  sorrows,  hi»  h(i)irK,  his 
fc«r»,  his  higtt  aspirations,  and  his   unhappy 
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love^  were  laid  at  nM.  in  the  peocvful  {(rave. 
The  only  work  of  bin  now  remaining  at  Bd- 
ford  is  a  inonumeDt  to  the  memory  of  ttie 
poor  Abbo,  executed  from  one  of  liouifc  mou 
Ample  designs. 


Note  1. — ^Thc  poelry  of  John  Ki«t»  i»,  like 
all  poetry  of  a  very  high  style  and  voiy  unequal 
execution,  to  much  more  talked  of  than  n-ally 
known,  that  I  am  tempted  to  add  the  Uymii 
ti»  Pant  as  well  as  the  Procession,  which  is  nc- 
ooKKary  to  the  eoniprcheDsion  of  my  little  story. 
Perhaps  it  is  the  finest  and  most  characteristic 
specimen  that  could  be  foun<i  of  his  wonder- 
ful ])ictoriul  power. 


PROCimSION  AND  HYMN  IN  IIONOL'B  OF  PAI 

I,«Bi)hiB  Ifae  waqr,  young  4sm*eb  duc«d  along, 
Betring  ib»  bnnlon  or  a  slicphenl-wng  ; 
fiicb  baling  n  nhiia  wick«f  uT«riirimRi'd 
With  April'i  lender  jouii}[tingi :  next,  well  tnntm'd, 
A  crowd  ofihcplien)*  niib  «t  mnbural  looks 
At  tnaj  be  rtad  of  m  ArtsJiaii  btx>k« : 
Sodl  u  sue  luUoiiig  tDuad  Aputlo  s  pip«> 
When  the  great  deit;-,  for  citth  loo  rip*, 
Lat  bu  diniul;  o'eiflowini;  die 
In  mutlc  thfough  ilie  *ala*  ofnionlf : 
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I  Mf  BBil'd  thnr  ihwp  hooki  tm  Hm  jpvami, 
-lad  aen*  kept  ap  ■  ikriil;  pmOow  wuad 
With  cbMi-tipptd  tfUH :  doM  *Ah  th«w. 
?(«w  coninit  Aon  hannA  A«  Omcm  met, 
A  iftrabic  priMt  fall  Mlwrif 
BcsM,  with  WtiriMwiag  bob :  altmyt  hi*  •;• 
?rMiifa«  iip«B  ifa*  Mncd  mf  be  kept, 
Aad  afttr  him  hia  Mcnd  tiiliMiiii  mpi. 
^on  fan  righl  Imdi)  i)iei«  twuag  k  >Mr,  tulk  wImic, 
Of  amgM  wiiM  ouM^arfcliBf  fwiuua  liglii ; 
And  in  hii  U-li  lie  Iwld  a  bukd  full 
Of  all  >wev<  lierhs  ibal  MBnfcing  eye  could  cvD; 
VnU  thynw,  Md  t«II«]r-h&e*  «faUer  mOI 
Tl«i)  L*da*a  1ot«,  and  erMM*  fRw  Ae  rill. 
Uu  aned  bnd,  crowned  with  b««eh«a  wnaih, 
Seem'il  like  a  p«ll  olirj,  in  ifae  Udk 
or  WiBlM  boar.     Then  caise  another  crond 
Of ihfpbndt,  lifling  in  dne  Um«  aloud 
IWr  ihue  uf  the  dilty.     Mux  tiK-m  ippcar'i), 
Vp-Ulow'd  by  a  noluuidc  that  tcar'd 
Tknr  rotots  lo  tbc  cknidJ,  a  lair-wrought  oar, 
EatOj  rolltnii,  m  as  •cam  lo  nar 
Ik  frtadon  of  ibtw  aiMda  vt  dapple  brawn. 
Who  Mood  therein  did  »i*m  ofgreai  tvuo<rn 
Among  ihe  ihroug;  his  jrouth  mi  fyiy  Uowd, 
Showtng  like  Gaaymed«  lo  manhood  grown ; 
And,  Tor  tlioM  Ricnpis  time*,  bu  ^rmpnu  were 
A  efaicAain-kiiig'* :  bcntaih  liis  bttail,  hall  hmn. 
Was  hwng  a  ntm  buglv.  luiti  between 
Uu  nerry  koees  llierv  lay  a  b<Mr-«pcar  ke«ii. 
A  milt  me  en  hi*  conntenancc ;  ha  itorni'd 
To  common  looterr-OQ  like  one  who  dieam'd 
<H  idlniMM  in  grores  bljiian  : 
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^'  «U  put  choiM  hoiiey  bt «  (trrair'i  youtli: 
*  «a,  (Herj  one  alwiiil  I  U/t  in  (food  Iratli 
-*«  vowi  Mc  imniinK  to  our  gnU  gpd  P«n. 
'^.re  r»l  our  iuwing  hcifen  dcoliAt  ibka 
^4igtil-4woIlen  miuhroomi  f  Ar«  nol  our  whIh  pUitu 
^pVcktcd  «ilh  CouDllvis  I1«ecct !  Hui«  iiut  Uili* 
Vrccn'd  tntj  ApnI'a  Up  I    No  liowlmii  not) 
^ckcDB  our  fixiiful  cwd ;  and  w«  hav«  hod 
Gteal  bounty  ftoni  Cndymion  our  lord. 
Tha  tatth  Ik  glad ;  tlic  ini^rry  lark  liiu  pour'd 
cariy  tonif  »^n%t    on  boMiry  )ky, 
fpr«tds  so  cl«U  o'er  our  Hilciiinily." 

Thus  ending,  on  ihn  nhrin*  h«  heap'd  a  tpin; 
Of  IBeoiinK  iwireti.erikiuillitig  lacrcd  fite; 
Anon  be  iMin'd  ili«  lliick  anil  apuiigy  M>d 
With  wine  in  honour  of  thr  Shcphcid-god. 
Bow  while  l!ie  eanh  wjw  diinkii'g  it,  and  wliilo 
Bay-leaies  werv  crackling  in  the  fhignnt  pile. 
And  gummy  frankiii«cnie  nai  iipktkling  briglit 
"Seath  smullicriug  paisley,  and  a  haiy  liglH 
Spitad  )i;i~ayly  Kisinanl,  thus  a  clioru*  tang  : 

"  O  thou  I  whoM  iniglily  palace- roof  doth  hai'S 
Frhd  jagged  tninki,  and  orcnhndowelh 
Eternal  wbiipftrs,  gloom*,  the  birth,  Hfe,  death 
Of  unteeti  (tower*  tn  heavy  peaccfulDea ; 

Who  lornt  tu  tee  Ihp  hnmuilTyiiili  drPU 

Thtnr  ruffled  lockt  wlicre  iiietftmu;  hazeli  darken. 

And  ihrout(h  whn1«  solemn  houra  dost  sit  mid  liMiken 

Th«  dwnry  nielmlj  of  bvtided  rovda. 

In  desolate  piacii,  vhcrc  dank  mnitlurc  brrrdii 

Ifce  pipy  hemlock  lo  sirange  oTetgrowth ; 

Bdhinkiag  tlieo  ho»  mclaneboly  lo»l)i 
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Hon  w«n  to  loM  bix  Sjriiui— 4o  tkoa  nott, 
Bjr  th]'  love'i  milkj  bnnr, 
Bjr  til  iho  tramliUng  taaut  tint  *lic  ctin, 
IleAt  ua,  gre«I  Pmi  I 

"  O  diou.  Toe  nhoar  Mul^oothiog  quid  tatUn 
Pkuion  iheir  toiom  cuoiiiEtj  tmoog  mjrdm, 
Wlai  time  thou  wKodricit  it  cveniidc 
Through  sunn;  ni«»doit«  llul  otitakin  Ihe  side 
Of  thine  ennuMMd  rctbns :  O  dim,  10  ttbom 
Broad-leivt'd  fig-lmi  errn  now  faitdoom 
TliKir  riptii'd  fruiuge ;  yellow-giUrd  bcM 
Thcitgolilen  honcycombii ;  our  village  Iras 
Their  faiieil-blasioRi'd  brans  and  poppied  <:oni ; 
The  chuckling  Ihinet  its  five  jxiung  unborn, 
To  siug  for  thee ;  tov-citeping  slrawbemw 
Tlieir  (uiuiuer  coolneu;  jwni-up  buiterfliM 
Tlioir  rrcckled  winp ;  jtt,  the  freih-budding  yru 
All  iu  complelioiu — be  quickly  near. 
By  every  wioi)  tliu  nodt  th«  mounUin  pine, 
O  Foreiierdivinel 

"  Thou  to  whom  amy  (ten  and  Mrtyt  fliw 
For  willing  (enricc ;  whcthet  to  surpriac 
Tlia  tquatiecl  hurt,  while  in  halC-tlccping  At ; 
Or  upwHfil  ragged  piccipicei  flit 
To  «B»r  poor  lamhkiiiB  from  the  ta^et  mtw ; 
Or  by  myiletioiH  fnliccm»tit  drew 
B«wild«i'd  ShephcniR  to  tlicir  p»lh  »gun ; 
Oi  lo  Ucad  bimlhleiB  rauod  tb«  froihy  maini 
And  Ksthfr  up  all  fiincirutltul  shelb 
For  thmi  to  lumliU  into  Naiads'  oclli) 
Aiid,  btinK  hiddra,  Uugh  at  their  oul-pMping ; 
Or  W  delight  ihix  nith  ruitulic  leaping, 
Th«  while  they  ptU  tocli  other  on  tlic  cronn 
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With  iStmfmkiafftm  ud  &r<ono>  brown  ;— 
Bj  ill  the  echoM  ihal  about  th«a  nn^ 
Heu  us,  O  Siiyr.Kiiig  I 

"  O  li«cuk«uer  to  the  lou<l-dappu>fc  iliean, 
While  ever  xnA  xnoa  to  bia  (ham  pccn 
A  lamb  fpts  bleating ;  winder  ofthr  bom, 
When  tnoning  wild-bcMn  routing  tender  com 
AngM  out  himtxiDcn ;  bttather  round  our  larant 
To  keep  off  mildewt  utd  M  weather  bums  : 
Smnge  minbnnnt  of  aodMcrilied  wHiiids 
That  cooii:  a-iwooning  orcr  hallow  gniundit. 
And  "iith«  dreuily  on  butfcn  moor* : 
Dietd  ap«ner  orihe  mysterious  doon 
Ltading  lo  untvtrHl  knowled^— it'ir. 
Gttal  ion  of  Dryofie  I 
The  maDjr  that  arecoiiji;  to  puy  (heir  vowi 
With  teatetnboiit  their  brcnn  I— 
Be  Mill  the  unionginable  lodge 
I'or  t^itary  thiiikiiigt ;  auch  u  tiod^e 
Conception  to  the  very  bourne  of  Heaven, 
llita  Ita*e  die  naked  brain  ;  b<:  Riill  the  Icnven 
Hai  spreailitig  io  thia  dull  and  clodded  earth 
Givcj  it  u  touch  ttliiircal — a  new  birth  : 
Be  Mill  a  tyinbol  of  imnteniiQ- ; 
A  ftnuanteni  reflected  in  a  Ma ; 
Aa  eletBenifillitig  itie  tpaoe  beiw«e[i  i 
As  unknown— but  no  moic :  wv  bmnbly  «ctc«ii 
With  uplift  hand)  oui  forclic^idi  lowly  bending 
And  giring  out  i  jhoul  mon  hcaini -rending, 
Coqtlio  Uuw  ID  rMvive  out  liuinbte  ptuin 
Vpm  tbjr  aioum  Lyueui  I" 

Bvenrhite  they  brou|{bl  ibe  burden  tu  a  cIum 
A  «hout  from  the  wbole  multitude  arow 
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Thu  liofer'il  iii  ili«  air  )il.«  dying  rollt 

Of  abrapt  thunder,  when  Ionian  A<a\* 

Of  dolphiiu  bob  Iheir  ooict  through  Ihe  briae. 

MHmtmir  ui)  slinrly  levels,  taoiaj  fine. 

Voting  companivi  iiimlily  Ixj^an  Jaaciog 

To  the  swift  irtbl«  pipe  anil  huninting  itring  : 

Ayithow>  fair  livinfi  fbrnii  >wam  btaixfily 

To  tunw  fofjotlcn,  out  of  mcmorj ; 

Fait  crcaturax,  whoie  young  vhildrm'i  ctuldrtn  bred 

'nictaiopyls  Its  heroes,  not  yel  dead, 

5(11  in  old  Duiblet  nvti  btautiful. 

Klin's  EnJymittn, 

\ole  3. — Let  not  Sle|>hen  Ijan«'a  conduct 
be  called  unnatural !  I  do  verilj  believe  thai 
there  iH  no  instance  tliat  cati  be  lavented  of 
^nerosity  and  delicacy  that  might  not  find 
a  parallel  amon^t  the  middle  cIamcb  of  Eng- 
land, the  affluent  tradi-sineii  of  the  melropulift 
and  the  great  towns,  who  often  act  a«  if  ihey 
hrld  their  richi-»  on  the  tenure  of  henevolence. 

With  regard  tu  Slepheo  Line's  |>urdiBSC(  l{ 
happen  to  \k  furnished  with  a  most  exc«IIenB  * 
precedent — a  caw  romplcteiy  in  point,  and  at\ 
very  recent  occurrence.  It  was  told  to  nw,' 
and  nwst  channiugty  told,  by  one  whom  tj 
am  proiid  to  be  permitted  to  call  toy  friendt 
the  Ijody  Kladalina  Palmer,    who   related  thifr] 
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ttory  with  ihe  delightful  warmth  with  which 
geoermis  people  speak  of  generosity;  —  and  I 
have  now  before  me  a  lelttT  from  one  of  thu 
parties  cunci-nii-d,  which  xtates  the  mnticr  bd- 
In-  still.  Uut  that  letter  I  must  not  tran- 
wrilw,  and  Ijady  Madalina  is  too  far  off  to 
dictate  to  me  in  the  pretty  Scoteh,  which, 
from  her,  one  likes  better  than  English  ;  so 
that  I  ant  faiTi  to  record  Ihe  nukod  fact-«  as 
simply  and  briefly  ns  piissible,  Iratving  them 
lo  produce  thi-ir  own  cffvet  on  those  who  love 
the  artii,  and  who  admire  a  warm-hearted  lil)e- 
rality  in  every  rank  of  life. 
uSome  time  in  November  IttJl,  Mr.  Cribb, 
an  ornamental  gilder  in  I>oiid»n,  a  tmperb 
artist  in  kis  line,  and  employed  in  thv  mttst 
delicate  and  finest  work  by  Uie  Duke  of 
Deronsbirc  and  other  men  of  iwti.^  amongitt 
the  high  nobility,  was  utruck  with  n  smM 
picture — a  cattle  piece— in  a  shop  window  in 
Greek  Street.  On  inquiring  for  the  arti»l, 
he  could  hear  no  tidings  of  him ;  but  the 
propW  of  the  i^p  promised  to  find  him  oat. 
Time  after  time  oor  peroevering  lover  of  the 
Arts  called  to  repeat  his  inquiries,  but  always 
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■yg  >llwt  he  nhiill  never  forget  the  delight 
vtitr.  CoofierV  face  wtion  he  gave  the  order- 
he  has  a  "ght  to  thu  luxury  of  such  a  recol- 
lectinn.  Well  t  thr  picture  wiu  cixnpJeted, 
ad  «h«n  completed,  our  friend  Ur.  Cribb, 
vfao  is  not  a  man  to  do  hit  work  t>y  halve*, 
beapoke  a  companion,  and,  while  that  wot 
pantiDg,  showed  the  6r3l  to  a  great  Dumber 
of  artists  and  gvntWnien,  who  all  ngrtt-d  in 
expressing  the  strongest  admiration,  aiid  in 
wondrring  where  the  painter  could  have  been 
hidden.  Ri-fore  the  M^cond  pitture  was  half 
finished,  a  Mr.  Carpenter  (I  believe  that  I  am 
right  in  the  name)  gave  Mr.  Cocijier  a  com- 
QtinJon  for  a  piece,  which  was  exhibited  in 
liay  1833  at  the  SufTolk  Street  Gallery;  and 
from  that  moment  orders  poured  in,  and  the 
artist's  fortune  is  made. 

It  is  right  (n  add,  that  Mr.  Cooper  was 
generouhly  eager  to  have  this  story  made 
known,  and  Mr.  Cribb  as  generously  avente 
from  its  publication.  But  surely  tl  ought  to 
be  recorded,  for  the  example's  sake,  and  for 
their  fnntunl  honour.  I  ou^ht  also  Ut  ay, 
that  it  is  only  in  heart,  ami  pocket,  and  station 
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c»  ny  butcher;  ibe 
Rthr  « tmn  of  fair  education 
Oh !  thai  1  o^uld  hare 
firatad  U(  amNUtt  (/  tloc  malter  !  It  wm  so 
■alinai,  «»  Kwr*.  >o  dkancuristic,  sn  anturittg^ 
I  lUnd  Bot  coMiHait  aoA  a  (nspaas  on  the 
samdacss  of  private  caaunutueKtkm ;  but  1 
tkali  kfep  it  tt)  mr  driDf;  day.  and  leave  it 
to  h;  faetn:  an  iliai  if  hmaAer,  mmt  sixtT 
«tai7  bcBDCv  a  future  Allan  CuBitinfrhani  (if 
tbMT  caa  eivr  fae  aiatker  biographer  Uk«  him) 
»haB  de%bt  tbe  nrld  with  aootber  series  of 
Uvrr.  of  thi^  Phiaivrr,  ihr  hi<tory  of  the  English 
{■tall  PiUtcr  mav  be  adorned  ukI  iliuBtratcd 
by<lw  wamt-bewted  and  gmphic  nanaliTc  of 
biliwlMM  patroti. 
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Tbb  proudest  of  k11  our  proud  country 
gtiitlewomeii, — ahe  wliu  would  ntust  thoroughly 
have  disdained  the  unluckjr  town  ladies,  whor, 
arc  dotinnl  to  look  on  brick  watls  instead  of 
l^een  lre««,  and  lo  tread  ou  Uune  pavementH  in- 
stead of  graTel  walks,— was  beyond  all  doubt 
ntj  good  frinvd  Mr*,  Leslie 

Utuiy  yean  ago,  a  family  uf  that  nauk«  cauie 
to  reiiide  in  our  neighbourhood;  and  bring 
perwHi*  thoroughly  comme  il  faut,  who  had 
Ukcn,  on  a  long  Ivaw,  the  commodious  and 
cmliliible  innnNton  called  Hallendeii  Hall,  with 
ila  large  park-like  paddock,  ite  gardens,  green* 
houses.  eoa»prvatorie&,  and  so  forth.^and  uho 
etidently  intended  lo  live  in  a  Myle  suited  to 
their  habitation,— were  in)ni«diatrly  visited  by 
the  inuiale«  of  all  the  courts,  manors,  parks, 
places,  lodges,  and  castles  within  reach. 

rtn.  II.  R 
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Ibe  more  buHiDe»>lik;c  ^eties  of  quarter  «cti- 
0001  And  f^nnd  juries ;  Accepted  a  lieutenaiKjy 
is  the  troop  of  yeonmiiry  csvslrj-,  aixl  actually 
Mrred  u  churchwarden  durin^t  tlti^  Mn>nd  year 
of  hi*  ri.>iiidcnce  in  the  pariah.  At  a  word,  he 
was  an  active,  stirring,  bunt  ling  personnjifr, 
whcMC  life  of  mind  and  thorough  unafieclednesn 
roode  him  univertally  acceptable  to  rich  ai|d 
poor.  At  first  sight  there  was  a  ItomelineftH 
■bout  him,  «  carvlemncsc  of  appearance  and  ab- 
Rrncc  of  prctenuon,  which  ratlter  troubled  hi§ 
more  ariatocralic  cuni[K-VTs ;  hut  the  gcntlcv 
man  was  so  evident  in  all  that  he  Aaid  or  did, 
in  tone  and  accent,  art  and  word,  that  his  little 
peculiarities  were  speedily  foi^olteii,  or  only 
remembered  to  make  him  still  more  cordially 
liked. 

If  Mr.  Leslie  erred  on  the  side  of  unpretend- 
ingncM,  his  wife  look  good  care  not  to  follow 
his  example :  she  bad  pretcnsiuns  enough  of  all 
torts  to  have  set  up  twenty  fine  ladien  out  uf 
bcr  mere  superfluity.  The  niece  of  an  Irish 
baron  and  (he  sister  of  a  Scotch  counteM,  she 
fairly  wearied  all  her  acquaintance  with  the 
titles  of  her  relatives.     "  My  uncle,  Lord  T.in- 
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ton — my  brolhtr-in-law,  the  EtH  of  PaUley," 
and  all  llit- 1^(1}  Lucys  I'O.dy  TAhnhvlii^,  I^v 
J&nn,  and  Lady  Mary*  of  the  one  noble  house, 
and  (he  honourable  ntanlerft  and  misses  of  the 
other,  were  Iwanged  in  the  cars  of  htt  husband, 
children,  servants,  ai>d  viuterF,  every  day  and 
all  day  long.  She  could  not  say  that  the  wea* 
ther  was  fine  without  quoting  my  lord,  or  order 
dinner  without  referring  to  my  huly.  This  pe- 
culiarity was  the  jileaKure,  the  amui>eroent  of  her 
life.  Its  business  was  to  display,  and  if  possible 
id  marry  her  dauglitert;  and  I  think  slie  clierisb- 
ed  her  grand  connexions  the  more,  as  being,  tit 
some  sort,  implements  or  otiocssories  in  her  d^ 
rigns  (ipon  rith  hoeltdors,  than  for  any  other 
cause;  tinoe,  greatly  as  she  idolixed  rank  in  ber 
own  family,  she  liad  seen  too  much  of  its  disad> 
vantages  when  nllii-d  with  poverty,  not  to  give  a 
strong  preference  to  wealth  in  tlie  grand  pursuit 
of  hiishand-hunling.  She  would,  to  be  Bur«, 
have  had  no  objection  to  an  affluent  peer  for  a 
•on-in-law,  had  such  a  thing  offered ;  but  a»  the 
commodity,  not  too  coiomon  anywhere,  was  par- 
ticularly scarce  in  our  county,  she  wisely  ad- 
dressed herself  to  the  higlier  order  of  counter 
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aquircs,  men  of  mcnt  who  intwrited  Urge  terri- 
tories and  fiue  places,  or  mea  of  mofKy  who 
came  by  purchase  into  siinO«r  poeacsnoDs,  to- 
gcthcr  Willi  tbrtr  itnnedUte  hdrs,  Ic«nng  the 
irounger  brotbers  of  the  nobiUij,  Jn  ooromoa 
with  all  other  younger  brothers,  unsought  anA 
UDcared-for. 

Except  in  the  grand  matters  of  jiedigren 
and  matcb-tnaktng,  my  good  frieiKl  Mrs.  Leslie 
was  a  MufSctcntly  oommon  p«r»on  ;  ralhvr  vul- 
gar and  dowdy  in  the  uwrning,  whai,  like 
many  country  g«ntlcwomcf)  of  her  age  and 
dm»»t  *^^  made  amends  for  unnecessary  finery 
by  more  unnecetiaary  Kiiabbiueu,  and  trotted 
about  the  place  in  an  old  brown  stuff  gown, 
much  resembling  the  garment  adled  a  JoMpli 
worn  by  our  grcat-grandtnotlu-rt,  surmounted 
hy  a  weoiher-bealeii  straw-bomiet  and  a  sun- 
burnt bay  wig;  and  particularly  stately  in  on 
evening,  when  sUks  and  satins  made  after  the 
newest  fasliiun,  caps  radiant  with  flowers,  hats 
waving  with  feathers,  chandelier  ear-rings,  and 
aa  ermine-lined  cloak,  the  costly  gift  of  a  di- 
plomatic relation — ("My  cousin,  the  envoy," 
rivalled  in  her  talk  even  *'  my  sister  the  coun- 
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for  diHplay  mm!  (or  cnnqucst,  and  could  have 
plajred  without  ear,  sung  without  voicr,  and 
drawn  without  eye,  agaiDBt  any  misses  of 
iheir  iuche»  in  the  county.  Never  were  «c- 
compliafauients  more  thoroughly  travestied. 
Barbara,  bcsidi-s  the  usual  young-lady  iniqui- 
ties of  the  organ,  the  piano,  the  harp,  and 
tte  guitar,  dLitended  her  little  cheeks  like  a 
trumfteter,  by  blowing  the  flute  and  the  fla- 
geolet ;  whilst  her  aster,  who  hod  not  breath 
for  the  wind  in«trunit-nt^  <.-n<:rc>ut:lK-d  in  u  dif- 
ferent way  on  the  musical  prerogative  of  man, 
by  playing  roost  outrageously  on  the  iiddle — a 
female  Paganin!  1 

They  puintcd  in  all  sort*  of  styles,  from  "  the 
bunian  face  divine,"  in  oils,  crayons,  and  minW 
lures,  down  to  birds  and  butterflies,  so  that 
the  whole  house  was  u  scrtt-s  uf  exhibition- 
looms  ;  the  walls  were  hung  with  (heir  figures 
and  landscapes,  the  tables  covered  with  their 
sketches ;  you  sat  upon  thdr  performances  in 
the  shape  of  cliair  cuiJiions,  and  trxtd  on  tliem 
in  the  form  of  ottomans.  A  family  likeness 
rdgncd   througltout   these  productions.      Va- 

'oiia  in  style,  but  alike  in  badncu,  all  were 
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In  t)iis  purauil  ^lie  duplay«d  a   degree  'or' 

A«s]f    perMvernoce,    aad    roaource,    worthy   « 

4  better   ou!ic.     Not   a  bachelor  of  fortune 

>rhhiii  twenty  miW,  but  Mrs.  Leslie  took  care 

iw  be  inf(>ri»Hl  of  hw  laMe*  anti  haliiti,  aiid  Hf 

oftr  one  or  other  of  her  fair  nymphs  to  bis 

notice,  after  the  manner  most  likely  to  atlraei 

lii>  atieiitioii  and  fall  in  with  hi*  wnyt.  Thus,  for 

I 
a  wbole  &easoD,  Bab  (in  spite  of  the  clanger  to 

her  complexioo)  hunted  with  the  Copley  bound*) 

riding  and  fencing*  to  admiration — not  in  chaM 

gf  the  fox,  poor  girl,  for  which  she  cared  of 

little  aa  any  !>be  in  Christendom — but  to  catch,  if 

it  might  be.  that  eminent  and  wralUiy  Nimrod, 

Sir  Thomas  (3opley,— who,  after  all,  govern«l 

by  that  law  of  contrast  which  so  often  preude&  ' 

over  the  connubial    dettiny,  inarribd   a  towfa' 

beauty,  who  never  mounted   a   horw   in   her 

HTe,  and  would  have  fainted  at  the  notion  of 

leaping   a   five<barrrd  gate ;    whilst    Caroline,' 

with  c(|ub1  dittregard  to  her  looks,   was  set  to 

''of  ■■fencing,'*  I  do  iioi  meiin  hm  practl«li^  "Urn 
nobU  Kica««  of  dcfenn,"  bin  lomethiii;,  looih  lo  uy, 
aloKHi  iU  OMiUy.     I  tuc  tlir  wurd  iti  lU  fox-liunling  sent, 
an'l  irik-n<l  b<r  >t  that  Miu  Barbara  look  Ajutg  ^(^  o**4    ' 
hfdjci  and  dilcKd,  and  five-barred  gates. 

me 
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uattt  her  schemes :  and  partly  on  the  rrfradori* 
oagofltersonnDd  heir,  ayouuggriitU'man  who, 
tlthouf^l)  Knt  first  to  Kton,  most  aristocntic  c>f 
public  school*,  UKJ  then  to  Christ  Church,  mosl 
lordly  of  coUegra,  with  the  Mpeciai  inalirrtuil 
injunction  to  form  good  connexion^  ao  that  he 
might  pick  up  an  heiresii  for  himself  and  men 
of  fortune  for  ht*  nstcrs,  bnd,  with  unexampled 
ptrrersity,  cultivated  ttw  friciidsliip  of  the 
clever,  the  eotertaintng,  and  the  jxmr,  and  was 
now  on  the  point  of  leaving  Oxford  without 
having  made  a  single  acquaintance  worth  know- 
ing. "  This,  this  was  the  uukindest  cut  of  all;" 
for  Ktcliurd,  a  lad  of  good  person  and  lively 
pariK,  luul  alway*  been  in  her  bccr-1  »ou1  his 
mother's  favourite;  and  now,  to  liiul  him  turn 
round  on  her,  and  join  his  father  in  laying  the 
blame  of  her  several  dcfcatu  on  her  own  bad 
gtaernlshipaiHl  want  of  art  to  conceal  her  de- 
signs, wsH  really  too  vexatious,  especially  as 
Barbara  and  Caroline,  who  had  hitherto  been 
pBllems  of  filial  obedience,  entering  blindly 
into  all  her  objecu  and  dtrfng  their  best  to 
bring  them  to  bear,  now  began  to  show  sym- 
pionis  of  being  ashamed  of  the  unniaidenly  fw- 
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murdoMs  into  which  they  had  been  betrayedi^ 
and  even  to  form  a  resolution  (esfMcislly  Bar* 
bnra,  who  had  more  of  her  father's  and  brotlier'ft. 
state  tlian  the  good-unturrd  but  sjmplc  Cart^,- 
Ime)  not  to  join  in  such  maiKEuvring  n^in.i 
"  It  cannot  be  riglit  in  me,  mamma,"  «aid  kIw 
unetUj,  "to  practise  pistol-booting*  with  Mr. 
Oreville,  when  no  other  lad^  durt  so ;  and  theru. 
fore,  if  you  please,  I  shall  not  go — 1  am  aur« 
you  cannot  wish  me  to  do  anything  not  right 

"  Particularly  as  there's  no  use  in  it,"  add' 
Richard:  "fire  aa  often  as  jou  nuy,  you  11 
never  hit  that  mark.** 

And   Mr.  GreriUe    and   the  pistol-rfiooti 
4«r«   given    up  i    axu}   Mr>.    Le^ic   fdi    her 
autbonty  shaken. 

ASiurs  were  in  this  poature,  when  the  arriv 
of  a  visiter  after  her  own  heart  — young,  rich, 
unnarried,  and  a  barooel — rcocwrd  th« 
of  our  nMtcb-^uaker. 

>'ur  MMie  montha  tbey  had  bad  at  U 

•  IWi  la>h*«  »hmM  pBMUM  pjial  riiopfiag,  a  aot 
M«««4ib)i  at  u  Mvm%.      \  >cqr  btaMtiU  teuk  of  tbi 
arti  1  tmak  u  taid  m  tera  btfadad  Dw  com  of  ihal 
flwLiwiniia  Vy  pamaitf  tUt  wewabBW.  '»  tamfNar ' 
Mr  flkMl  aoU*  *M>«  wMM  H«^  ipoBM. 
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Hd)  B  Tvry  unpretcttdiog,  but  in  my  mind  s 
very  amwble  inmale,  Mar^-  Murland,  the  only 
daofthier  of  Mr.  Lmiie't  unly  titler,  wlio,  lier 
puvnts  bein^  dead,  and  herself  aod  h«r  brother 
left  in  indtpmt  circumstances,  bsd  accepted  her 
uiuJc'a  invitation  to  reside  in  hi»  family  u*  long 
as  it  suited  her  convenience,  and  waa  now  oa 
the  point  of  departing  lo  keep  her  brotherV 
housi^  —  a  young  clcrgytnan  revratly  ordained) 
whii  intended  tu  eke  out  the  Hcanty  incotiitf  uf 
bis  curacy  by  talting  pupila,  for  which  arduouit 
office  he  was  eminently  quslifictl  by  h\»  excel- 
lent privatt.-  character  and  liigh  tcholaslic  at- 
tainiDcnf*. 

Mary  Morland  was  time  very  deUghtfui 
riuBg,  an  unaffected  intelligent  young  woman, 
wclt>read,  well-informed,  lively  and  conversable. 
She  hiui  a.  good  deul  of  licr  uncle's  tculencts 
and  talent,  aud  a  vein  of  pleaiuintry,  which  dif- 
fered from  his  only  as  much  as  pleutaiitry  fenii- 
DiiiK  ought  to  diflTcr  from  pleasantry  niascidiae : 
he  was  humorous,  and  she  wan  arch.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  ever  heard  anything  more  agree> 
able  than  her  flow  of  sprightly  talk,  always 
light  and  sparkling,  spirited  luul  Ms/i  often 


Her  tusnceuvrea  begun  tl>c  very  eveninf;  of 
Ids  nrrivn].  Sla-  had  bi-cD  kind  u>  Miaa  Mor- 
lind  fnxn  the  nioineiit  itlic  asccrtjiincd  thu  site 
va»  •  fdaiii  (hougli  ludy-like  wunmn  of  siK-and- 
Krenty,  wholly  uttncoMiipliKhed  in  her  wtin  of 
ibeword,  and  altogether  the  moHt  uiilikvly  per^ 
•xi  in  the  world  to  rival  her  two  belle*.  She 
l»d  been  always  kind  to  "poor  dear  Mary," 
•1  she  called  her ;  but  us  socHt  as  rhv  bcbvld  Sir 
Arthur  Selby,  she  became  the  very  fondest  of 
aunts,  inBisted  that  Barbara  should  furnish  her 
irardTubc  and  Caroline  paint  her  portrait,  and 
that  tSt?  whole  party  ithould  stay  undl  thcM- 
of)erations  were  satisfactorily  concluded. 

Sir  Arthur,  who  leemed  to  c-ntortnin  u  gr«it 
regard  and  affection  for  his  two  friends, — who, 
the  only  children  of  the  dergyman  of  the 
^^^IHuisb,  hiui  lieen  bin  old  companions  and  play- 
^^rtoatea  at  the  minor-bouse,  and  from  wl)u<n  he 
^vbad  been  parted  during  a  long  tour  in  (ireece, 
I  Italy,  and  i^pain,  — conEcnted  with  a  very  good 
[  gnoe  to  this  arrangement  ;  the  more  %o  at, 
himself  a  lively  oihI  clcn-r  man,  be  perceived, 
apparently  with  great  amu»ement,  the  dc»igii> 
of  hiti  hostess,  and  for  the  first  two  or  three 


r 


mxss  or  THH  kall^roou. 


TceMI 


dKjs  Juaaonrad    ifa^ai   with    onidb 
^kctiig  t»  be  •&  cpicutc,  th«t  she  might 
oC  hw  cook's  csocfl^t  wfcgbwigy  fur  Mil 
Ctnlaati'a  hradivwk :  nd  e*«a  pmrmlinft  u 
1mi«  ipnuBai  hi*  Kiklc.  Amx  be  rnigfat  divertU 
biwMlf  by  ohrniiit  to  bow  many  wtif»  tbi^ 
MMB  fior  Wjr — wbo,  aomdMOg  yoai^er,  ra- 
tber  pRUier,  aod   (kr  tnmv  <locQ«  than  her 
nier,  bai  been  selected  bv  Mn.  Leslie  for 
—  would  be   pKJMd    bv  til 
Hldb-aMk«r  ioto    hta    service^ 
b— diwg  bin  bis  cufce,  br  tastancr,  fFtching'*' 
bin  buoL^.  attd  nenpipm,  ofliring  him 
urn  «hco  be  rose  froa  tbe  iotk.  following 
about  with  fiooutocls,  cuifatoos  and  oitc 
and  «aiui^  oo  bim  ju>t  like  a  valrt  or  : 
JB  ttmait  Iticc 

At  lb*  «ad  of  that  period, — Iram  aonr  ub- 
cxplaiixd  change  of  ftrdiog,  wbetber  respcrt 
fur  bia  frirud  William  Klodand,  ur  weariu«Mi 
of  «ctin^  a  part  so  unsuitcd  to  hifo,  or  bmM 
Tvlvntiug  in  favour  of  ihr  voung  lady,  —  he 
ihrryi  uff  al  oocv  hi*  lanM»na  and  his  aSccta- 
tioo.  and  rcsumod  hi>  own  nngularly  natural 
aud  d«li^lful  nuwoer.      I  saw  a  great  Heal  at 
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him,  for  my  fMbrr's  Unnly  and  thft  6«lby>  h«l 
int«tnDarr)ed  once  or  ttrice  in  everv  ctoitttrv 
line*  ihc  Conque&t;  and  though  jt  might  have 
puxxl«d  u  ^iK-alogist  to  deciilt!  liow  near  or 
hntr  distant  was  (he  reUttonship,  yet,  as 
amoagst  North-country  folk  *'  blood  it  wurmer 
tlwn  vraivr,"  w«  continued  not  only  to  call 
cou«tna,  but  to  entertain  much  uf  the  kindly 
Cteling  by  which  family  connexion  often  i», 
and  aJways  should  be,  accompanied.  My  fiitber 
and  &lr.  I^slie  bad  always  been  intimate,  ami 
Hary  MorUnd  and  myself  havin){  taken  n 
ttroDg  liking  to  each  other,  we  met  at  one 
hooK  or  the  other  almost  every  day :  and, 
■ccuatomed  as  1  was  to  watch  tbi;  pn>gress  of 
Mre.  Leslie's  manccuvres,  the  rise,  dcclino,  and 
fidi  of  her  tcvcrnl  schemes,  I  soon  peroeivvd 
that  Ker  hopes  and  plans  were  in  full  activity 
on  the  pmvnl  occanion. 

It  wa»,  indeed,  perfectly  evident  that  &he 
expcvU-d  to  hail  Caroline  as  Lady  Sclby  before 
nauy  months  were  past ;  and  she  had  more 
reaaon  for  tbi:  bctii-f  ihau  liad  often  hap|>eDed 
to  ha,  iiiaainuch  as  Sir  Aribur  not  only  yicldi.-d 
with  the  best  possible  grace  to  her  repeated 
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jraKwd  by  the  dexire  to  clutch  Sir  Arthur,  and  so 
long  OS  h«  vailed  on  Carolina  for  bravura  after 
brarurm,  for  sccna  after  kcdr,  she  was  happy. 

Mr.  L«sliv,  uxually  wholly  inattc-niivt-  u>  nuch 
proce«dtng:»,  waa  on  this  occaakm  more  clnu>> 
lighted.  He  asked  Mary  Morland  one  day 
"  whether  she  knew  what  her  brother  and  Sir 
Arthur  were  about  ?"  and,  on  her  bluMhiiig  and 
bnitaiing  in  a  maniter  vt-ry  uniiHuol  with  her, 
added,  cliucking  her  under  the  chin,  "  A  word 
to  the  wite  is  enough,  my  queen :  I  am  not 
quite  a  fool,  whatever  your  aunt  may  he,  and 
«>  you  niiiy  Irll  the  young  gentlemen.*'  And 
with  that  spcccli  he  walked  off. 

The  next  morning  brought  a  still  fuller  de- 
claration of  h'f*  sentimentK.  Sir  Arthur  had 
received,  by  post,  a  letter  which  had  evidently 
■ffected  hiin  greatly,  and  had  handed  it  to  Wil- 
liam Morland,  who  had  read  it  with  e(|U»l  emo- 
tion; but  neither  of  them  had  mentioned  its  cod> 
tents,  or  alluded  to  it  In  any  manner.  After 
breakfa^t,  tlu*  young  men  walked  oft'  together, 
aiu)  the  girtu  separated  to  their  different  em- 
ployment!*. I,  whu  hud  arrived  there  to  npcnd 
the  dav,  wa*  about  lo  join  them,  when  I  was 
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stopped  by  Tklr.  I^etlit*.  "  1  want  to  ipMik 
to  vou,**  nid  be,  "  about  ihui  couain  of  yuun. 
Mj  wife  thinks  he  'a  ga\ng  to  marry  Caroline^ 
whemu  it 's  plain  to  me,  as  doubtless  it  must 
be  to  you,  that  whalevfT  atteolioo  be  uuyr 
be  paying  to  tliat  nmplc  child — and,  for  my 
omi  part,  I  don't  see  that  hn  it  paying;  hrr 
aay^is  merdy  to  cover  WiUiam  Murlai>d's 
■tiachineat  to  Bab.  So  that  the  end  of  Mrs. 
Lnlic's  iriae  scbemes  will  be,  to  have  one 
dangfatrr  the  wife  of  a  country  curate " 

••  A  country  curate,  Mr.  Leslie !"  ejaculated 
Mrs.  F.c»lie,  holding  up  ber  bands  in  amaxe- 
ment  and  honor. 

"And  the  other,"  pursued  Mr.  Leslie,  "an 
oldmaid- 

'*  An  old  maid  T  reiterated  Mrs.  Leslie,  in 
additional  dtanuiy— **  An  old  maid  T  Her  yery 
wk|  stood  on  etMl :  and  what  further  the  would 
baw  Hud  was  interrupted  by  tlic  vntrancc  of 
llw  anuaed  party. 

•'  1  am  ctKoe,  Mr.  Lcdic,"  said  Sir  Arthiir, 
—"do  iKii  u>o^T.  Mrt.  LeJie— pray  *Uy,  my 
drtiT  wu»in,— I  am  come  to  present  to  you  ■ 
duuble  (irtition      Tlie  letter  which  I  received 
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>n)ing  fruit,  Itko  most  human  erenti, 
of  mingled  ^am— it  brought  iiitdltgcncc  uf 
good  and  of  evil.  I  have  Imt  an  old  and  exccU 
lent  friend,  ihc  nctot  of  Hadlcy-cum- Apple- 
loo,  and  have,  by  that  luu,  an  excrllent  living; 
to  preaent  to  my  friend  >VUliain  Morland.  It 
IB  above  fiftwn  hundred  a-yrsr,  with  a  Urgfi 
houw,  a  fine  garden,   and  a  park-like  gUbc, 

Ia]tof[ether  a  residence  6t  for  any  lady ;  and 
it  oomna  at  a  moment  in  which  such  a  piece 
of  preferment  is  doubly  welcome,  lance  tite 
first  part  of  my  petition  relates  to  him.  Hear 
it  favouralily,  my  dear  «ir — my  dear  madam; 
he  loves  your  Barbara— and  Uarbara,  I  hope 
and  believe,  love*  him." 
■  "There,  Mm.  Ix-nlie !"  interrupted  Mr. 
Letlic,  with  an  arch  nod.  "  There !  do  you 
bear  that  T' 

"  You  arc  botli  fiivourably  di:>pO!ied,  1  am 
^ire,*  returned  Sir  Arthur.  "  Sueh  a  Bon>iD> 
law  must  be  an  honour  to  any  man — mu»t  he 
not,  ny  dear  madam  ? — and  I,  for  my  part, 
liave  a  brother's  inlernt  in  his  suit." 

"  There,  Mr.  Leslie!"  tjaculated  in  her  turn 
Mn.  Leslie,  returning  her  husband's  nod  urast 
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CriuRipliantiy.      *' A    brother's   interest!—!: 
you  bear  ih«t  ?" 

"  Since,"  pursued  Sir  Arthur,  "  I  h«ve  tu 
CTKvv  ymu  tniercesnion  with  his  dear  and 
ndiHJruhle  sister,  whom  I  have  lorn],  Kitlwut 
knowing  it,  ever  since  we  were  cfail<lrcn  in  the 
nursery,  and  who  now,  alihou^  roufewinji; 
that  sho  dcKS.  not  hate  nie,  talks  of  want  of 
fortune — as  if  I  had  not  enou^,  and  of  winl 
of  beauty  and  want  of  occoniplishnients — aa 
if  tier  matdilms  elegance  and  uniivalled  con- 
versation were  not  worth  all  l))e  duU4ike  prd- 
tiopM  or  tinwl  acquirements  under  t)w  imn. 
Frav  intercede  for  me,  dear  cou»in  .'—dear  sir !" 
cotitinuitl  the  ardent  lover ;  whilst  Mr.  Leslie, 
without  taking  the  slightest  notice  of  the  ap- 
peal, nodded  most  provukingly  to  ihv  cmt- 
fallcn  mntcli-niaker,  and  begged  lo  know  how 
nhv  liked  Sir  Anliur's  opinion  of  her  sjMrm 
of  education  f 

What  answer  the  lady  nude,  this  deponent 
sailh  not — indeed,  I  twlievc  she  wn»  loo  angry 
to  speak— but  the  result  was  all  tliat  could  be 
desired  by  the  young  people:  the  journey  was 
again  poMponed ;    the   double  marriage  cde- 
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btated  at  Hallenden ;  and  Miss  Caroline,  as 
bridesmaid,  accompanied  the  fair  brides  to 
"canny  Northumberland,''  to  take  her  chance 
for  a  husband  amongst  "  fresh  fields  and  pas* 
tures  new.** 
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pKRBir*  tli«  line«t  character  in  nil  Moli^re  ii 
ihal  of  Aladante  Pemellc,  ihe  ncolding  grand- 
molhrr  la  the  "  1'artufe ;"  at  leant,  that  Kvne 
(ibc  opetiiit);  *«•«<■  of  tlwt  glorious  play),  iu 
wtuclu  tolterinf;  in  at  a  pace  which  her  ile<fcend- 
ants  haTc  difficulty  in  kcqiin);  up  with,   ahe 
puts  lo  tight  her  grttmimtx,  and  her  daughter^ 
ii^v's  brother,  (think  of  making  men  flj  the 
CeU  M  attd  puH  lo  tilmce  ht-r  daughler-in-law, 
Wr  jemd-diughtrr,  and  eren  the  pert   sou. 
bRtM<,  (think   of  making  women    bold    their 
tguuw  f)  and  finally  boxes  her  own  watting 
wuMVMn  for  Tftwning  and  looking  tirrd,— that 
tt  ■wtrhlr"  iroldini;  has  alwayi  wemed 
h»  ■»  UMinriM  in  the  comic  drMna."    The 
■  I  cauail  rmm  tfe  trvplMioo  «/  •akfoininc,  *l  lh«  tod 

*A,  M.ii*iHi ' '—■'■■  ^"  M-'i*- 
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EnelJsli  Temion  of  it   in  "  The    Hypocrite" 
b   far    le«s  amuBiog,  the  old   Ladv  Lambert 
being  represented   in   that   piece   rather   as  a 
■our  dcvotcv.   wliosi-  liL-ry  zeal,  and  her  sut>- 
niMion   to  Caiitwell,  oiid  even  to  Mawvrorm, 
form  the  chief  cauw,  ihefnainHpring — as  it  were, 
of  her  Iccliiri-K ;    whilst   Madninc  PcrncUe,  al- 
tlioiigh  doubtli'M  the  i-iTi-ct  of  her  liaruiigiie*  n 
heightened  and  deepened  by  her  perfect  con*-- 
rtction  that  sbe  is  right  and  that  all  the  re&t 
are  wrong,  has  yet  a  DaturHl  gift  of  ^ircwisl). 
M«B — is,  to  to  uy,  a  wuld  bor»,  and  would  havo  » 
nUed  her  d»ughCer -in-law  and  all  h<-r  drwend-   - 
tuiA,    and    liestowed  her  culfe  upon  her    do- 
mestics with  r()ual  good-will.  thouf(li  the  liad    < 
never  ospirvd  to  the  reputation  of  piety,  or  edti  .<) 
Ged  by  ibe  example  of  M.  'I'artufe.     The  gjfl 
was  in  her.     Not  only  has  Molit-re  boateii,  at 
was.  to  he  expected,  hiii  own  English  imitator, 
but  hv  ho*  aditcved  the  far  higher  ttouour  of 
vanquisbing,  in  this  single  instance,   his  two 
IgnAt  t  forrruQDcrs,    Matters   Shakspesrv    and 

I  lUu,  >|h}  ii  taoK  talkol  of  ihon  rtad.  At  nil  cvcdu,  wj 
one  who  doci  roDcnibcc  Miidaine  I'crocllc  will  iiul  b* 
HiiTj  to  mtet  with  bet  ugiUii. —  f 'oft  tal*  «1  (ft«  tad ';/'  Ma 
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(Biposed  lo  cvnccdc  to  our  CootioeDUl  b«gh> 
hours  any  supreniacjr  in  the  r^  living  modd. 
I  should  be  u  n>rry  that  Frmch  women  should 
go  beyond   us  in  itiat  particular  gift  of  the 
tongue,  which  is  a  woman's  sole  w<-apou,  ber 
one  peculiBT  talent,  a»  that  their  soldiers  ahould 
beat  ours  in  tltc  more  manly  way  of  fighting 
vilh  sword  and  with  gun,  or  their  painters  or 
pocU  overpsM  us  in  their  respective  arts.     The 
arlof  scolding  IS  no  trifling  accomplishment, and 
[  claim  for  my  countrywomen  a  high  degree 
cf  excellence  in  all  the  ihadcs  and  varieties 
thereunto  l>Honging,  from  tliu  peevish  grumble 
to  the  fiery  retort— from  "  the  quiji  modest'^  to 
"  the  countercheck  quarrelsome."     The  gif*  ts 
Kirictly  national  too ;  for  although  one  parti- 
cular district  of  Ijondoii   (which,  indeed,  has 
given  its  name  to  the  dialect*)  has  been  ccle< ' 

*  Kvm  the  American*— ixttbouRh,  in  n  land  to  cclebinUiil 
for  frMdom  o(  apeech,  Hud  tu  jealoui  of  bcini;  aaidocc  in 
laj  Ksy  lijp  tht  molbcr  counli;,  one  would  Ibink  flial  ihej 
night  by  ihia  tim«  h!ir«  acquired  nn  utablithcd  fcoli^ing- 
^kc«  of  their  own— still  uae  tlii;  word  "  Biliingisatc"  lo 
npitai  ilie  ip«ciesor  vtlDp«raikoD  of  wliich  I  un  traabng. 
1  (ouiul  the  phnwK  in  that  Mnu*'  in  a  very  doijueni  njiccch 
of  liheti  Tor;  eloquent  odvocAIc  &Ir,  Manon,  m  reported  in 
■  R«w  York  paper,  no  longer  ago  (lua  lati  June ;  n  dif- 
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oelebnted  for  a  oeruin  mwik  Stilton,  which  hi* 

cuKonuTB,  who  got  it  at  about  lialf  t]>c  price  of 

lhi>  real,  were  wont  to  extol  mt  incomparably 

superior  to  tlH>  more  genuine  and  more  expcn- 

nve  corn  modi  tj. 

Simon  hesitated — looked  at  Deborah'^  sour 
face;  for  she  had  by  strong  persuasion  l»een 
induced  to  pronriiu;  not  to  scold  —  that  is  to 
wy,  mrt  to  ajH-Ak,  (for,  in  Iver  case,  the  lemi* 
were  Hynooymous;) — muttered  aomet  hi  ng  which 
might  be  understood  as  a  civil  excuse,  and 
went  to  the  stable  to  get  ready  his  horse  and 
rhaise.  In  that  short  walk,  however,  the  pru- 
dent jiwain  recollected  that  a  rival  cheese- 
monger had  just  set  up  over  against  him  in  the 
»arae  str^'ct  of  the  identical  town  of  Bel  ford  i 
that  the  aforesaid  rival  was  also  a  bachelor, 
aiid,  aa  Mrs.  Ford  had  hinted,  wmild  doubtless 
not  be  so  blind  to  his  own  inlereiit  as  to  neg- 
lect to  take  her  mock  Stilton,  with  so  small 
an  incumbrance  an  a  wjur. looking  wife,  who 
wa«  said  to  be  the  bent  manager  in  the  county : 
ao  that  by  the  time  the  crafty  stepmother  re- 
appeared with  a  parting  glass  of  capital  cur- 
rant  wiiw,   <fl   sort    of    Englisli    stirrujvcu]). 


174  MRS.    TOMKINS, 

which  she  positively  nffirnu-d  to  be  ctf  Debo- 
rah*! making,)  Hiawn  had  changed,  or,  t»  be 
expressed  it,  made  up  his  roind  to  espouse 
Miss  Deborah,  for  the  benefit  of  his  tnule  and 
(ho  )food  of  \w  cu.it»mcrs. 

Bhort  as  wati  the  courtithip,  and  great  a* 
were  the  pains  taken  by  Mrs.  Ford  (who 
performed  impossibilities  in  (be  way  of  conci- 
liation) (o  bring  the  marriage  to  bear,  it  bad 
yet  nearly  gone  off  three  several  lime*,  in 
consequence  of  Deborah's  tongue,  and  poor 
Simon's  misgivings,  on  whose  mind,  espcdatly 
on  one  occasion,  the  night  before  the  we<ldiug, 
was  powerfully  borne,  that  all  the  excellence 
of  the  currant  wine,  and  all  the  advantages 
of  the  mock  Stilton,  were  but  poor  compen«ft> 
tions,  not  only  for  *'  peace  and  happy  life," 
and  "  awful  rule  and  just  supremacy,"  but 
for  the  being  permitted,  in  common  parlaocet 
to  call  his  soul  his  own.  Things,  however,  bad 
gone  too  far.  Tlie  stepniolfacr  talked  of  liorHrar 
and  character,  and  broken  hearts :  the  father 
hinted  at  an  action  for  damages,  and  a  ceriaia 
oephew,  Tinwthy,  an  atIorney-at>law ;  whilsi 
a   younger   brother,    six  feet   two    in  height. 
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ud   brotd   in   proportian,  nmre   than   hinted 
at  A  good  cudgcUiag.     So  Simon  marmd. 

h-oog  bcforp   the  expiration  of  the  honey- 
mwD,  be  found  all  his  worst  fears  more  than 
coDlirowd.      Hi»  wife — *'  his  mistrtM,"  a»  id 
the  homely  oouairy  pliraw  he  too  truly  called 
ber — was  the  grcate&l  tyraot  that  ever  ruled 
OTcr  a  household-     Compared  with  our  ligrefts, 
Judith  Jenkins  now  Mr*.  Jooes,  was  a  Umb. 
Poor  Stinon'M  »iiopinan  left  him,  hiK  niaid  gate 
warning,  and  bis  ^prentice  ran  away ;  so  that 
he    who   could    not   give  wnroing,    and    waa 
aabamvd  to  run  u way,  remained  the  one  solitary 
uibje£t  of  this  despotic   cjueen,   the   luckU-sa 
mau-of-AlUwork  of  that  old  and  well-accuslun)- 
ed   shop.      Bribery,  under  tiiu  form  of  high 
vages  nud  unustul  iudu]geaee«,  did  to  a  cer- 
tain point  remedy  thix  particular  eril;  so  tliat 
they   came  at   hut  ouly    to    change   Bervants 
about  once  a  forlnigbt  on  an  average,  and  to 
toae  their  appiviilici:*,  some  by  running  away 
aad  some  by  buying  tlvem.'ielvc!!  oiT,  not  o(^envr 
than  twice  a  year.     Indeed,  in  one  remarkable 
huUnce,   tbey  had  the  good  fortune  to  ke^p 
a  cook,  wI>o  happened  to  be  atone  dntf,  tip- 
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ai  kn  «it  s  tai  tat  i 

Im  due  Dotioc 

tk  povoUfo. 

■e  ID  Qww-uivet 

t!  XtttiAErUBa«*v,  hi^tMjQod  all 
(be  favMOtt  dject  of  Iktbanh* 
;  krt,  by  tic  aBd^aauffamipbi- 
I ithnivtT.  •'  Mmujt  wii^ifa. 
mp^r  cmd  ike  poor  old  FwctiMn,  Arug. 
g^t  ^  ifawiUcn,  «od  uffiiiig  hu  box  when  the 
ItfiiH  of  fcn  BatsuoB**  Kngue  ns  tfan^gh  thr 
hoHM — "ToMieJouJttmnfiiioitofitrtXKluMOKd 
be  «iUi  a  paUcnt  sg4i;   and  Deborah,  «btJt 
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vithoot  conp»h«nding  tho  phratc,  undcrMowl 
it  to  convey  some  iDbiniiation  agaiust  tKnelf, 
redoubiMl  )Kr  dnmuur  ut  the  sound. 

Tobacco  in  Us  variouti  foTtrnt  »evm»  to  havr 
beco  the  chief  cooiwlation  of  her  victiinit.  If 
snuff  and  [Jiilosophy  were  Leblanc'a  resource*, 
a  ptpc  and  u  tankard  wrrc  his  master's  ;  and  in 
both  cases  the  objects  to  which  llifiy  rcw^irtcd 
fiw  comfort  drew  down  fresh  lecturer  from 
iheir  htgc  htdy.  She  complained  of  the  smell. 
And  of  a  turdy  ihc  smell  U  an  aboniinutinti  ; 
only  that,  her  father  and  her  seveii  brothen, 
to  say  nothing  of  half-a-doxi-n  uncles  and 
tuRH'  score  of  eonuns,  having  been  as  ati-oci- 
ously  ^iven  to  smoking  as  if  they  hud  been 
boin  and  bred  in  Germany,  so  that  eight  or 
l«n  chimneys  had  been  L-on*taitt]y  going  Id' 
«ie  room  in  the  old  farm-house  of  Bevis-Iantl, 
tho  fumes  of  totuicco  might  be  said  to  be  her 
Dative  »>r;  and  Mr.  Tomkins's  stock-in-trade 
coiuiiRting,  iKTiides  the  celebrated  cheese  which 
hod  so  unluckily  brought  him  acquainted 
with  her,  of  soap,  candles,  $itlt-butter,  bacon, 
'j)idclc>,  oiU,  and  other  unsavoury  coiniiiodi- 
•  would  really  think  that  oo  one  par- 
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tfcuUr  stencil  coulil  gmtly  ioerease  tht  ill 
(xtoura  of  that  most  UDfragrant  shop,  ^e, 
however,  imputed  all  tht?  Bteams  ihjit  invaded 
hernoKtrilii  either  to  her  »h»ptnan'H  muff  or  her 
huHKind*s  smdcing,  and  threatened  ten  timest  a 
day  to  demolish  the  pipes  and  the  boxes,  which 
were  good  for  nothing,  as  she  obspr^edt  but  to 
keep  "  the  men-folk  idle  and  lo  poison  CTcry 
Christian  thing  about  thenri ;"  an  affront  which 
both  porties  endured  with  «  patient  silence, 
which  only  served  to  exasperate  her  wrath.* 

*  Nothing  ts  BO  provolLing  in  an  »4ren»rj  m  BUence. 
DuTiag  ihe  y:m.t  ditpuic  in  France  About  iha  AedraM  and. 
Mudcrat,  in  Madame  rtacicr'i  lime,  one  of  the  cowibauaU 
publiibed  a  pamjilikt  villi  iJlu  lilte,  R^unit  aa  Silence 
tie  M.dt  {a  Mutit,  1  coiir«M  OiBl  t  haT«  tonw  qrmpolbjp 
with  ih«  writer,  tt  ww  but  ih«  other  diy  tb«  I  aad 
anolbct  lady  were  engaged  iu  aa  argumeol  with  one  of  tlw 
Birang^  MI,  Slid  hwl  juBi  bMlMt  him  out  of  lite  6eid^ 
wtve  on  the  rcry  poiol  of  giving  Iiim  llie  toaf  «tr  grae*, 
when  ail  on  a  tudden  my  gentUniao  made  at  a  tow  bow, 
and  doclartd  that  we  Aonld  ha*c  it  onrown  way— ikat  be 
would  not  my  auoiber  word  ou  ibe  tsbjecl.  I  don't  kixyw 
thai  I  Hu  ever  so  much  pro*ok«d  in  my  life.  To  be  denud- 
ed orourjnttTiolory  (for  of  coune  we  were  riglil),wfatliR  ibt 
cnaninK  wreich  (a  clenrc  man,  too,  wbich  iDado  it  won*) 
looicd  Bi  complaceut  and  as  miliug  aa  if  he  !iad  yielded 
ilie  point  from  pun  compMSien  to  our  wnakneii!  Air*. 
Tonkin*  wonid  ha**  boied  bis  eats.     It  it  JtiM  at  if  an 
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Fjnd  it  where  he  would,  much  need  had  poor 
Mr.  Totukins  of  comfort.  Before  hia  marriage, 
he  had  Wea  n  spruce  dappvr  liUle  iimn,  with 
blue  eye!',  a  tiorid  com  (ilex  ion,  and  hair  of 
the  colour  coainionly  called  sandy, — alert  in 
moremeul,  fluent  in  »[>eech,  and  much  wU 
dieted  to  laughing,  whether  at  his  own  jokes 
or  thv  joke«  of  his  ndghbours ;  he  belonged 
to  the  Bactwlort'  Club  aud  the  Odd  Follows, 
nti  a  great  man  at  the  cricket-ground,  and 
a  pvrsoD  of  sonto  consideration  at  the  vestry  { 
in  short,  was  the  AnrtftVen/ of  tlir  young  thriving 
country  trade^imaQ  of  thirty  yeara  ago. 

He  had  not  been  married  hjdf  a  year  before 
such  an  alteration  took  place  a*  rniUy  would 
have  semml  incrcdibU.  His  dearest  friends  did 
not  know  him.  The  whule  man  was  changed 
— ahruiik,  Snivelled,  withered,  dwindled  into 
nothinfr.  The  hen-pecked  husband  in  the 
farce,  carrying  his  wife's  clogs  in  one  hand  and 
her  bandbox  in  thv  other,   and  living  on  the 

oppoDciit  al<^M!ii*l>o*epiiwii«ftr«alino«t  ii^nt^,  and  irhoxt 
PWM  wc  nkcu,  whoM:  gsuat,  in  »liort,  itddipcnt*— tiud  «rb» 
muit  in  a  moM:  uc  iwu  be  check  inaicti— should  auddorilj 
prucUini  liiiuHKlf  lirvd,  and  nvterp  awuy  llie  board.  I 
wonder  wlui  Mm.  Tomkina  would  t»j  M  thai) 
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**  louj^  drummicks  of  turkey*,  and  the  Cat 
Bapi  of  ahoulders  of  mutton,"  *&&  but  a  type 
of  liim.  The  tftml  of  his  youth  waa  drparted. 
He  j^avc  up  attending  thr  colfev-houK:  or  ttio 
crickvt-grouud,  ceased  to  jok«  or  to  laugh  at 
jokea;  and  he  who  had  had  at  club  and  v«ttry 
"  a  voice  potential  as  double  aa  the  mayor's^ 
oould  hardly  be  hroiighl  lo  aiiHWin-  Yn  or  No 
to  a  cuktonier.  The  roan  was  evidently  in  an 
atrophy.  His  wiTe  laid  the  blame  to  bis 
vmokiiig,  and  hit  friends  laid  it  to  his  wife^ 
whiUt  poor  Simon  imioked  on  and  said  uothing. 
It  was  A  parallel  ca«e  lo  Peter  Jenkins's,  and 
Steplien  Lone  might  have  »avcd  him :  but 
Stephen  not  being  amongst  bis  cronies,  (for 
iMmon  was  a  Tory,)  and  8imon  making  no 
complainl.  that  chance  was  lo«t.  He  lingered 
through  the  first  twelve  mouths  after  their  mar- 
riage, anl  early  in  tJie  second  he  died,  leaving 
hit  widow-  in  cxvellcnt  circumstances,  (he  pm. 
sesMir  iif  n  Hoiimhing  business  and  the  moUier 
of  a  little  boy,  to  wttom  nhe  (the  will  tiaving  of 
course  been  made  under  her  supervision)  was 
constituted  sole  guardian. 

locrcdiblc  as  it  may  teem,  cunsidering  the 
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Hfe   she   led    him   while    alivt,    Deborah   was 
raully  sorry  for  pimr  Simon — p^rhnps  from  a 
touch  of  reniurik',  [icr)ui)ts  beciuM;  «hv  lost  in 
him  the  mo&t  constant  and  patient  tistvncr  to 
her  various  ornlions— pcrh^ips  from  a  mixture 
of  both  fecliii^n;  at  all  event:*,  sorry  >lic  wat; 
and  aa  grief  in  her  showed  itaelf  in  (he  very 
DOTel  form  of  gentleness,  so  (hat  for  four^nd- 
tvcnty  hours  site  svoldtfl  nobody,  (lie  p<wple 
^M>ut  her  began  to  be  seriounly  nlitrmed  for 
condition,  and  vrer«  about  (o  call  in  the 
il)y*iciaii   who    had    aKvndnl   (he  defunct,    to 
prescribe  fur  the  adiouitding  placability  of  the 
'■widow,  when  something  done  or  left  undone,  by 
the  undertaker  or  his  man,  prodtioi>cl  the  cftea 
which  medical  writers  arv  pleaded  to  call  *'  an 
|id!brt  of  nature;"  she  began  to  scold,  and  »ool<l- 
all  through  the  preparations  for  the  func- 
1,  and  llie  funeral  itself,  and  the  succeeding 
emonies  of  wilUreading,  legacy-paying,  hill- 
lOettling,  stock- valuing,  and  so  forth,  with   on 
energy  and  good-will  and  uawearyiug    perse- 
verance that  left  nothing  to  be   fearetl  on  the 
•core  of  her  physical  strengtli.     Jo)m  Wesley 
pfcMchiug    four  Krmoiu,  and  Kean  playing 
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Ridiord  tlircv  times  in  one  cUj,  niif^ht  have 
envied  her  power  of  lunga.  She  euuld  luve 
spoken  Lord  Brougham's  fainoua  six  hours' 
speech  on  (he  l^w  Reform  without  exhaiiaiou 
or  ItoureenesE.  But  what  do  I  talk  of  a  ax 
Iwuura'  «poech  f  Slie  oould  have  tpokea  «  whole 
night's  debate  in  her  own  single  pcr*oi>,  with- 
out let  or  pause,  or  once  dropping  her  voice, 
■  ill  the  division,  so  prodigious  was  her  »o^ 
tenulo.  Matthews  and  Miss  Kell^-  werv  no- 
thing to  her.  And  the  exercise  agiveU  wiib 
her^-she  throve  cmi  it. 

&o  for  full  twenty  years  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Touikins  did  she  reign  and  scold  in 
the  dark,  dtnjc;y,  lowbrowed,  ireli-aeru»loiueti 
shop  of  which  she  was  now  the  »ulc  directreM. 
&I.  Pierre  I.«l)lanc  continued  to  be  her  man  of 
bufiineiis:  and  as,  be&ides  his  boasted  philo- 
sophy, he  added  aliltle  French  pUaiiey  and  (lat- 
tery of  which  he  did  not  boast,  and  a  gn-aldMJ 
of  dexterity  in  business  ondintt^ty,  aa  well  as 
clcarneiiti  in  his  ucoompis,  ihey  got  on  together 
quite  AS  well  as  could  be  expeded.  The  trade 
Aourislied  ;  for,  to  do  Deborah  justice,  she  was 
nut  only  a  good  manager,  in  tlic  lowest  aenoe 
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of  the  terra— which,  coramoDly  speaking,  mcatu 
ouly  frugal, — but  she  was,  in  the  most  lilivral 
acceptation  of  th«  words,  prudent,    Mgncious, 
and  hcHiMt  in  her  pecuniary  dealings,  buying 
the  very  beat  oommodities,  and  selling   ihem 
■t  Huch  a  fair  and  moderate  profit  us  ensured  a 
continuation  ()f  the  best  eustoui  of  the  county 
—the  more  eapcci^ly  a*  her  idiarp  forbidding 
countenance  and  lank    raw-boned  figure  were 
nldom  scvn  in  the  shop.      People  said   (but 
wlmt  will  not  people  say  ?)  that  one  reason  for 
her  ki-vping  away  from  such  excellent  scolding- 
gmund  was  to  hv  found  in  /e»  doux  yeux  of 
M.   Pierre   Iji^blanc,   who,   withered,  wizened, 
.broken-down  cripple  as  be  was,  was  actually 
xUKpectcd  of  having  made  an  offer  to  his  nii»- 
tre«» ; — a  story  which  I  wholly  disbelieve,  not 
only  because  1  do  not  think  that  the  poor  phi' 
losopher,   whose  courage  was  rather  of  a  pas- 
sive than  an  active  nature,  would  ever  have 
summoned    resolution    to   make   such  a  pro- 
posal ;  but  becatiM  he  never,  as  far  ait  I  ran 
discover,  was  nb«crved   in  the  neighbourhood 
with   a  scratched  face — a   catastrophe   which 
would  as  certainly  have  followed  the  audacity 
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in   quetttion,  os   ibe   nif;ht    follows    the  dtty: 
Moreover,  it  is  bad  philosophy  to  go  huntrag 
about  for  A  PFinote  and  ini  probable  cnuiw,  wh«i 
■  Bufficienl  and  likely  one  is  cluw  ar  hand;  ami 
ibere  w«»,  in  immediatcjuMa-poution  with  Mr*. 
Tomkins's  diop,  reaaon   enough   lo   keep   her 
uDt  of  ii  to  the  end  of  time. 
■*I  have  Miid  that  this  »liop,  although  spadoi 
'  and  not  ino»inntodioiiK,  was  (lark  and  low-brow> 
f!mniiif;  part  of  an  old<faxhionrxl  irregular  len< 
nieul,  in  an  old-fakhioiicd  irregular  street.     T 
next  house,  with  a  aorl  of  very  deep  and  square 
bay-window-,  irtui-b  was,  by  jutting  out  so  as  t 
orenltRdow  it,  in  some  vort  the  uceastun  of  l 
gloom  which,  incroaned  iierha|M  by  the  ding; 
nature  of  the  eonmiodities,  did  unquc^tionabl 
exist  in  this  great  deimsiiory   of  chee«e 
chandlery- ware,  ha]>|ieitcd  lo  be  occupied  by 
dealer  in  whalebone  in  its  vaiious  uses,  stays, 
timbrellu*,  parasol*,  and  so  forth,— a  fair,  mik), 
gentle  QuakereM — a  female  Friei>d,  with  two  or 
thrve  fair  smiling  daughters,  the  very  model*  nt 
alt  that  WBK  ijuiet  and  peaceful,  who,  without 
even  *peaking  to   the   furious  virago,   wcro  « 
standing   rd>uke  to   that  "  perlurbed  spirit.'* 
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Tl»e  deep  bay-vindair  was  tbdr  constsot  direll- 
iog-pUcc.  TltcTi!  tl»cy  mi  tranquilly  working 
froa  monting  to  aiglit,  gUdiiif;  in  and  oM  with 
a  soft  Mealing  ptu:(:liLea<:iit,kl«ek,diin)>lt^  and 
dov«^yed.  with  that  iodewribable  aioety  and 
imrity  of  dress  Bad  per&oD,  and  ibat  blauic^IcM 
aiixlvity  of  dmiviLnour,  fur  whic)i  the  female 
tneod  ia  so  geDerally  dii>tiD)(ui&iied.  Not  a 
fault  could  Mrs.  Tomkias  discover  in  her  WTXt 
neighbour, — but  if  ever  votuan  hated  her  next 
ndgtibour,  &bc  buted  Kacbi-1  )Iay. 

The  couHiunt  »igtit  of  this  object  of  her  de- 
testation wa&,  of  cour^,  oue  of  the  eviU  of 
Hn.  Tomkiiit's  |jro»pvrou«  life  ;— but  she  hod 
nuiiy  other*  to  liglit  with— tnoct  of  them,  of 
eoone,  of  her  ovni  seeking.  What  »l)e  would 
hav«  done  without  a  grievauce,  it  is  difficult  to 
gues6  ;  but  she  had  so  great  a  genius  for  mak- 
ing one  out  of  everything  and  every  person 
cooiuxImI  will)  hiT,  that  »hv  wa«  never  at  a  Iom 
in  tJiai  partiirular.  Her  sirpinotbvr  »hv  had 
alway*  reganled  a>  a  natural  entoiiy  ;  and  »l 
her  father's  deuth,  liltls  as  «lie,  geneially  *peak*ii 
ing,  coveted  money,  alie  contrived  to  quarrel, 
wiih  her  whole  family  on  the  diviMuo  of  ht* 
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property,  chiefly  on  the  score  of  an  old  japao* 
D«i  chot  of  ilrawrn  nut  worth  tea  akliilliiigs, 
which  her  brotlters  aud  Ui>t«r»  were  too  much 
of  her  own  temper  to  rdinquufa. 

Then  her  wa,  on  whom  she  doted  with  a  peev- 
ish, grumbling;,  fretful,  diw(>i)t(.-tiied  fondoess 
that  always  took  tlic  t  iini  of  finding  fauh,  watt,  aa 
•he  uaed  reprunctifully  to  Lell  him,  just  tike  his 
father,  The|>ourcluld,  do  wliat  he  would,  could] 
n«ver  please  her.  If  he  were  well,  &he  scolded  ; 
if  lie  were  «ck,  iibe  Kolded ;  if  be  were  silent,  »li« 
scalded ;  if  he  talked,  she  scoldvd.  8fa<.-  K;oId<'d 
if  be  laughed,  and  ^le  scoldod  if  be  cried. 

Then  the  i»eople  about  her  were  grievsiKxa, 
of  course,  from  Mr.  Picrrr  Lebtanc  downward. 
She  turned  off  \kt  j>orter  for  apprehending  a 
swindler,  aitd  gave  away  her  yard-dug  for  bark- 
ing away  aonie  thieves.  There  was  no  foresee. 
ing  wlint  would  dtsplea&c  her.  She  caused  a 
beggar  tu  be  tuken  up  for  iu»ulling  her,  Ix-cause 
b»,  with  his  customary  cant,  blessed  her  good- 
humoured  faoci  and  she  complained  to  the 
mayor  of  the  fine  fellow  Puiwh  fur  the  couverve 
reason,  because  he  slopped  before  her  windows 
and  niimickvd  her  at  her  ovni  door. 
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Tbea  she  Diet  with  a  few  calamities  of  which 
ber  temper  was  more  reiuotely  (he  cauw;;— 
such  as  beinj;  dismiMcd  from  the  di»M>nting 
coagregation  that  the  fn-queiited,  fur  nuking 
an  over  free  use  of  Ihe  privilege  which  pious 
ladies  sotnctimcfi  assume  of  quarrelling  with 
their  acquaintance  on  sptritUHl  grounds,  and 
vtating  all  manner  of  niigry  aiiallicina  for  the 
love  of  God ;  an  aiTront  that  drove  ber  to 
church  Ihe  very  next  Sunday.  Also,  she  got 
turned  off  by  her  political  party  in  the  bi-al  of 
a  contested  election,  for  insulting  friemls  and 
foes  in  the  bitterness  of  lier  zeal,  a»d  iliereby 
endangering  the  return  of  her  favourite  candi- 
date.  A  proviitcial  poet,  whose  workii  »]>e  bad 
abused,  wrote  n  song  in  her  dispraiM ;  and 
three  attorneys  brottglil  actions  against  her  for 
defamation. 

The»e  calamities  notwithalanding,  Debo- 
rah's life  might  for  one-ami-twenty  years  be 
accounted  toli^ahly  prosperous.  At  the  end 
of  tlwt  time,  two  misfortunes  befel  her  nearly 
at  oo«r, —  Pierre  Leblanc  died,  and  her  son 
attained  his  majority. 

"  Uother !"  said   the  young   man,  as  they 
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««re  diaing  together  off  a  couple  of  ducks  two 
days  lifter  iho  old  »li«pman'»  funvrsl ;  '*  Mo- 
ther '.""  said  John  Tomkins,  niusterinj;  up  hu 
courage,  "  1  think  I  was  oDp>Bnd.twent;  last 
Saturdaj." 

"  And  what  of  thati'"  rvplkd  I^cborab, 
putting  on  her  stormiest  face ;  **  1  'ni  mistTtaa 
here,  and  mistress  1  'U  continue :  your  father, 
poor  simpleton  that  he  was,  was  not  fool 
enough  to  leave  his  houic  and  bnMness  to  an 
ignorant  boy.  The  stock  and  trade  arc  mine, 
sir,  and  ititall  br  mine,  in  spit«  of  nil  the  un- 
dutiful  sons  in  Christendom.  OAe.aml. twenty, 
forsooth !  What  put  that  in  your  head,  1 
wonder?  What  do  you  mean  by  talking  of 
one-and-twenty,  sirrah  •'"' 

"  tinly,  mother,"  replied  Joi>n  meekly,  "  that 
though  fatlioj-  Icfl  yuu  the  hou^  and  buainess, 
he  left  mo  three  thousand  pounds,  which,  bjn 
your  prudent  management,  are  now  wven  tfaoi^  i 
snnd;    and   uncle  William   Ford,    lt«  left  nwi 
the  new  Warren  Fann  ;  and  mj,  atuiher,  I  was 
tbisking,  with  your  good-will,  to  marry  and 
oettk." 

"  Marry  I"    exclaimed    Mr».   Tomkine,   too 
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ttgry  e**"  w  scold,  —  "  Tn&rry  !"  «n»I  »1'p  'niJ 
down  her  knife  nnd  fork  as  if  choking. 

"  Ym,  molhiT  !"  rejoined  John,  takinji:  cou- 
nty frnm  his  mo<h<T's  unexprcietl  quietness, 
"  Rachel  May's  pretty  grand-daughter  IWJCcai ; 
&he  is  but  half  a  Quaker,  you  know,  for  Iicr 
tiMlhcr  wa*  aChtirrhvroiiinn:  and  so,  with  your 
good  lea»e," — and  smack  went  alt  that  remain- 
ed of  the  ducks  in  poor  John's  faco;  an  effort 
of  nature  that  jinibnhly  %avv<\  Deborah's  life, 
and  ennhlMl  Iver  lo  give  vent  to  nn  fjration  to 
which  I  have  no  power  to  do  justice;  but  of 
vbich  the  non-effect  vfos  eo  decided,  that  John 
and  hi«  prdly  QnnktTCM  were  married  wilhin 
a  fortnight,  and  arc  now  hnppity  oettlcd  at  the 
new  Warrtn  HuiiKe;  whJIgil  Mrs.  Toinkina, 
having  hired  a  good-humoured,  good-looking, 
strapping  IriNhmnn  of  ihrev-an<i-twenly,  ns  her 
new  fotrmun,  h  said  to  have  it  in  contempla- 
tjon^  by  way,  as  she  says,  of  punishing  her  son, 
to  make  him,  the  aforesaid  Irish  foreman,  suc- 
cessor to  Simon  Tomkins  as  well  as  lo  Pierre 
Lrblanc,  and  i»  actually  re]Mrt«d,  (though  the 
fact  seems  incredible,)  to  have  become  ao  ami- 
able under  the  infloence  of  the  tnider  pusion, 


190 


MRS.  TOMKINS, 


tm  to  have  pasA^)  dim'  days  without  Molding 
anybody  in  th«  houite  or  out.  Tlte  lilDc  Got) 
of  Love  is,  to  be  sure,  a  powerful  deity,  vspe- 
dally  when  hv  comi-s  somewhat  out  of  sea-ion : 
but  this  IranMlion  of  characU-r  does  scent  to 
me  too  viok-nl  a  change  even  for  a  romance, 
much  mow  for  this  (rue  history ;  and  I  hold 
it  no  Uck  of  charity  to  continue  <)OTibtful 
of  Drbonh's  refonnatioB  tilt  after  the  honey- 
uioon. 


Note. 

MADAME     PERNEJiE,     ELMIRE.    MARIANNE,* 
CI.EANTE,  UAMIS,  IWRINE.  FLIPOTE. 

Allom,  Flipot*,  ritow ;  f\*t  <!■•«  K  wt  Mim. 

Vmd  nuchM  4*1111  tel  {st  i)a'oa  «  peine  k  voai  wi*i«.J 

MAMMI  PDIKIIXC. 

Liliiii.  u  btu,  UiMC* ;  M  nnnpuplnfloiB; 

■LMias. 
De  c*  qnt  VtM  t«m  iloii  wvoc  *««  1^  •Vquim. 
Mat*.naaiitn.d'«<t  Ticnl<|Mnm*anaii*ii  • 

Cm  i)«i  if  w  puu  Tw  lout  ce  m^Mgc-ci, 
Si  qM  4«  M  vouiMn  on  at  pmiil  hI  louci 
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■  sortdr  chn  vout  IbrI  mal  Mifite; 
U«ni  loutu  mci  Ir^ona  j'y  mi*  rontriTite; 
On  n'y  rrspecie  rien,«}iacun  y  parte  htui, 
El  c'nt  Mul  Jiumnonl  la  tour  du  roi  PAaod. 

Si... 

Voud  i>M,  ma  niie,  une  titl«  luiranW 
tTn  pni  irop  fone  »n  gaeiili;,  *l  fort  iii){)«ttincnH ; 
Voui  loiu  tn^lei  lur  lout  tin  ilir«  voitv  avix. 

Hail... 

UAMKK  I>»KI1U.X. 

Vow  Met  lui  Ml,  en  troig  l«ttres,  mon  GIs ; 
Cwtmciqui  tnni  k  din,  r|iii  miia  loOv  sTBud'm^re; 
Elj'ti  pi^ilit  crnt  foia  k  man  His,  touc  p^^T, 
Que  Tou»  preniet  toul  I'lir  d'un  inft;hani  garnemenl. 
El  oe  lui  douDenn  jainaas  que  du  tounncni. 

HAEIADHB. 

Je  cnii . . . 

MADAME  ptaaetiL 
Mon  Oieu  I  ta  mut,  voui  &il«s  la  diMrttn ; 
Kl  *ous  d'j  Mueh«i  paa,  Unt  vooi  sembl«t  doucettc  1 
Mail  >ln*M,comimandil,  pin  MuquvI'MU qui  dart; 
El  vnui  menei,  toua  capo,  un  train  <|Uc  jc  hail  (bit. 

KLMiaK. 

Main,  ma  tnbro . . . 

MIDAKB   rtUXULl. 

Kla  bnt,  qu'il  ne  voui  en  dfpkit^ 
Votie  ccnduile  vn  tout  e«t  loul-k-fhil  manv^w; 
Voiii  derrin  Iwir  raeltre  un  bon  cicinplc  anx  jpeux ; 
El  Icur  d^Junto  mfccc  en  uiilt  beaucoup  mi^usi. 
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V«M  tet  dIpMMta* : «  (M  Mc  acUMK, 
Qm  wma  Mn  *CnMa>BM  i/m'mm  ] 

1 1  MB  nari  i«M  pkin  wall 


lb  l(u,  n^  pM  b«*otB  d«  KDl  d'ljeflMMM. 
CLIAVTI. 

P<mi  ?•«■,  MOMiMir  wa  ii^, 
Jt  ««M  «ailBc  tan,  «<M*  ■!■•,  «  ftmi  l4*tot : 
liiii  oifB,  a  j'ten  4«  Moa  &I*,  ana  Cfoai, 
it  *oa  f*iem«  httm  fart  4e  a^MMr  poiM  cba  ncnw. 
8«M  W»  TW  prtdwt  Jw  IIMri— i  dg  viw 
Qn  pn  JVmaftm  fcat  iw  «  dwToH  poiM  mnv. 
J«  wwi  pu(e  «>  pM  fiwic :  ■»»  c'eK  U  mm  hmrart 
Et  j«M  mtcbc  point  n  ii«#j'ai  tor  l«caar. 

Votn  MOMifMr  Tutnra  tai  bian  hMmu,  n«t  doutt- 

Cm  un  bonuns  dc  bteu,  tja'il  hat  qw  ron  toxtlc : 
El  ic  ne  pni«  lonflhr,  tun  nc  nwnn  ta  emntMx. 
Oe  le  *oiT  qncnfla  paitiB  Cm  MOK*  loua. 

II4IIU. 

Qboi  I  Jc  MMftifai,  moi,  qu'un  cagoi  ile  crMqua 

Vl(aM«inp«r«te«uli  pourgulyraiioiqM; 

Et  qua  IWM  M  pitivtuut  il  KM  Mus  iliv«rur. 
Si  oe  baa  moameu-ik  n'j  dugna  conipntii  I 

comma. 
S'll  le  but  toMUT  «t  croiie  k  tea  maxiiM*, 
Un  DC  p«M  faire  ri«ii  ija'oM  a«  laaie  dca  cnao ; 
Ow  tl  Molrtlt  tool.  c«  ciiuqiw  tfK. 


THE  CHEKSEMOMOKR. 


188 


MlVllMI    PSRHtLLC 

Si  lout  cc  iju'il  conlralc  ■■>  (at  hum  ctxtOiM. 
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Voitt  Im  cooui  bl«iu  <)u'il  vou*  fani  ]>ouf  too*  ptur«, 

Mkbra.   L'oBcM  chetToiucatilnuiitc  dc  w  toirc: 

Cu  ■•duD«,  i  jaw,  tii-ui  1«  <l£  loui  le  jour. 

Mu*Mlfai)«piAMii]«diHCOUfir  k  moil  toui; 

J«  tout  di*qtw  mot)  AU  n'«  rien  fail  dc  plus  Mge 

tju'cn  tccueilbat  ch«  loi  cc  ilt^vot  penoiiiuge; 

QiM  Ii  cialt  au  beiuin,  I'b  ci'anH  «iivo]'i^ 

hnr  tadruMLr  A  toui  votrc  esprit  rpurTo^ ; 

Que.  powrvotre  nlul,  voua  le  de*ei  vulendiw; 

E*  qu'il  M  ra(ir«nil  rien  qui  ne  toit  i  rc^pteudrc, 

C«a  viiiUs,  cc*  ball,  cr>  convcnoliona, 

Sonl  tlu  maliii  tipnt  luulm  itiventioiii. 

1^  Jaiuii  OD  B'«i<t«Tid  d»  pi«iUM  paral«( ; 

C*  Mat  pcopo*  oisifi,  chaniniii  c^l  £iribolM  : 

&t»  Hnmnt  le  proclioin  cii  a  la  bonne  pari, 

El  Ion  7  Mil  DiMire  «t  du  livrs  «l  ilii  •pmri. 

RnAD  l«*  geus  U)u»H  ont  Uun  Ut«9  trouble 

Dc  la  cooruiioD  d«  tcllci  Mwmbl^ei : 

MiUe  c«i)UcU  diTcri  t'y  fntit  eu  moiiiH  de  rien ; 

tt,  coniene  I'aulre  jour  uii  docteur  dit  fort  bien, 

C'mi  tMlablenieni  la  tour  dr  IlabyloiKi, 

Ctr  chacuu  j  babille,  vt  loui  du  luu^  d«  Taune : 

C>,  |>ou[  corilet  |1iut(>ir«  ouc«  point  lengogw  ... 

(mwlnmt  CUjoiU.) 
V«l^i-il  pu  monxiKur  qui  liouic  d^jii ! 
Alia  chctdicr  voi  fou*  qui  *oui  daonent  &  rire, 

(i  Elmin.} 
£t  uiu . . .  Adieu,  ma  bru ;  jn  oe  Taui  plot  rien  dire. 
VOL  n.  K 
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Bklporo  k  K>  pt^ulou*  ■  place,  and  the 
cvuntrf  rouad  bo  thicklj-  inhabited,  llut  the 
SftturdajV  mwltet  n  almost  as  wdl  atieoded 
u  an  ordinary  bit.  So  early  as  threv  or  four 
o'clock  ia  the  momiag.  the  heavy  waggons  (one 
vjtb  a  capital  act  of  MU)  ixf^n  to  pasc  our 
bouw,  and  increaae  in  number — to  iay  notliing 
of  the  admixture  of  other  vehicles,  from  the 
humUe  donkey-cart  to  the  smart  gig,  and  host* 
of  horwiDen  and  footpcopk — until  nine  or  ten, 
nheo  there  is  some  pause  in  the  afBuence  of 
market  folk  till  about  one,  when  the  lightened 
waiiu,  laden,  iwt  with  corn,  but  with  rosy- 
checked  country  lasses,  begin  to  show  signs  of 
travelling  homewanl,  and  continue  passing  nt 
no  very  distant  intervals  until  twilight.  There 
is  more  traSic  on  our  road  in  one  single  Satur- 
day than  on  all  the  other  days  of  the  week  put 
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togctber.  And  H  we  fed  the  sdning  morpiiKnt 
of  "  muket^iAT"  so  strongly  in  thecounln',* 
it  OUT  br  ttna^iocd  bow  much  it  must  mlivcfl 
the  town. 

SuurdaT  M  Dom  U  indeed  the  very  time  to 
sw  Betftvd,  which  id  geoetml  has  the  fault,  not 
uncDauiDoa  in  prorincial  tuwtu,  of  wuiting 
bttrtle-  Tbe  old  maricet-place,  ilwajn  pictu- 
mque  from  its  shape  (an  unequal  triangle),  ita 
sixe.  the  direnified  outline  and  irregular  archi- 
tecture of  the  houses,  and  the  beautiful  Gothic 
church  bj  which  it  ts  terminated,  is  then  all 
•IJTc  with  the  busj  hum  of  traffic,  the  agricul- 
tural wealth  and  the  agricultural  population  of 
the  district.  From  the  poor  fanner  with  hi» 
IomI  of  com,  up  to  the  rich  mealman  and  the 
great  prvprietor,  all  the  "landed  inlerevl"  i* 
there,  mixed  with  jobbiTs  and  chapmen  of 
evcty  deacriptiun,  cattle^ealcrN,  millers,  brew- 

*  H;r  1^  Dull,  bIio  n^Url?  utimli  Ut  nuut  U>  ikc 
Bencb,  nbcre  be  b  tin  only  dog  adnilwri,  and  a  grcal  pet. 
kiKMn  Satunla;  ai  well  «  I  do  ;  fellow*  mj  lubn  as 
dowly  a*  bit  shadow  fram  tbe  tDoment  thai  beMiMad«WB 
tiain;  and  would  protaU;  break  ibraw^h  ittedoototjamp 
Ihfoogb  a  eki»ed  window,  laihcr  diaii  luficr  lb*  phMlon  to 
set  off  widiMt  kiai. 
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ers,  Dulutcrt,  Ju)itic>eH  going  to  (he  Bench,  coh- 
lUliles  and  overseen  fultuwing  to  be  sworn, 
farriers,  carters,  crran<l-b«)'ii,  tradesmen,  thup- 
incn,  appn;nlic»>,  gentlemen's  servaolB',  and  geo- 
tlmen  in  their  own  persons,  mixed  with  all  the 
nff*- raff  of  the  town,  and  all  the  sturdy  beggan 
of  the  country,  nod  all  the  n»i>y  urchinn  of 
both. 

Noise  indeed  is  the  prime  characteristic  of 
the  Belford  market-day  —  noise  of  every  sori, 
from  the  heavy  rumbling  of  so  many  loaded 
waggons  over  the  paved  market-place,  In  i})e 
cnuh  of  crockery- ware  in  the  narrow  pasRage 
of  PrUK*!.-*'  Street,  ns  the  stall  is  knocked  down 
by  the  impetu.t  of  a  cart  full  of  turnips,  or  the 
squall  of  the  paiiengem  of  the  8oiitliton  cnnt- 
▼an,  upset  by  (he  irredatible  mumvniiim  of  the 
Hadley-niiU  team. 

But  the  noitint,  and  perliapA  the  prettiest 
plai-M,  were  (he  Piazza  at  the  end  of  Siiint 
Nicholan'  church,  appropriated  by  long  UMigr 
to  the  female  vender*  of  fruit  and  vegetables, 
.vbere  certain  old  women,  as  well  known  to 
the  tiabUuc*  of  the  market  a»  the  church-lower, 
were  wont  to  Jlyle  at  each  other,  and  at  their 


:i98        THE   YOUNG  MARKBT-WOMAN. 


ciistomi-TH,  wilb  (he  genius  for  vituperation  for 
wliich  \iuiie»  of  tlicir  profession  have  long  been 
celebrated;  and  a  detached  ^pot  called  ihc 
Butter.inftrket,  at  the  b&ck  of  the  Markrt-plicf 
proper,  where  the  more  respeciahle  basket- 
women,  the  daughters  and  wives  of  farmer*, 
and  the  better  order  of  the  fcmiilc  prasantrjr, 
used  to  bring  e^gs,  butter,  and  poultry  for 
■ale  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 

A  pretty  and  a  diversified  place  was  tlie  Bat- 
ter-market ;  for  licKidcs  the  eotnmoditics,  dead 
and  alive,  brought  by  the  honest  counlrywororD, 
a  few  KtalU  were  set  out  with  straw  hats,  and 
mps  and  ribbons,  and  oihcr  femtniae  gear,  to 
tempt  Uiem  in  netum  ;  and  here  and  there  an 
urchin  of  the  more  careful  sort  would  bring  Aw 
basket  of  tame  rabbit*,  or   wood-pigoon*.  or 
young  ferrrtu,  or  squeakinfj  guinca-piga,  or  a 
tlMt  of  downy  owls  or   gapii^;  jackdaws,  or 
fluw  of  linntta  and   thru»be»,  to  tempt  the 
towndbllc.     Nay,  in  the  acaiiio,  some  thought- 
ful  Utile   ntakt  of  eight  or  ten  would  bring 
lnWTgiJT  «*f  '*'lv  priuiroscs  or  >weel  nolets, 
«r  ««lMa««c«,  Of  stocka,  to  add  a  &w  pence 
k»  Um  fttwiljr  itom- 
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Aplcuant  eight  was  the  BuItM-markct,  with 
its  comely  country  vrivvs,  its  modest  lasses  auit 
neat  chiltlrca, — plvasant  and  cheerful,  in  spite  of 
the  dio  of  so  many  women,  buyers  and  »cllcr», 
all  talking  together,  and  ttw  noiK  of  turkeys, 
geew,  ducke,  chickens,  and  guinea'pigs  i  —  but 
the  pteasantest  sight  tlierc  wus  u  young  dainwl 
fuDouE  for  eggs  and  poultry,  and  modest  beauty, 
known  by  the  name  of  "pretty  Bessy," — but 
not  a  regular  attendant  c^  the  market,  her 
goods  being  in  such  request  that  she  seldom 
had  occasioo  to  cocic  so  far,  the  families  round, 
ounelvei  amongst  the  rest,  deuUug  coiiGtantly 
with  her. 

We  arc  persons  of  great  regularity  io  our 
Muudl  aflairs  of  every  class,  from  the  petty 
dealings  of  housekeeping  to  the  larger  com- 
merce of  acquaiotaoceship.  The  friends  who 
have  oiKc  planted  us  by  tlieir  fireside,  and 
made  u*  feel  as  if  nl  home  there,  can  no  more 
get  rid  of  our  occasional  presence,  tlian  they 
could  root  out  that  other  tenacious  vegetable, 
tile  Jerusalem  artichoke ;  oven  if  they  were  to 
pull  us  u)i  by  the  stalk  ami  toss  us  over  the 
wall  (oD  experiment  by.tbe  way,  which,  to  do 
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Uwin  justice,  Ihey  have  nprcr  lrie<i)i  I  do  verily 
be]i«ve>  that  in  the  coune  nf  a  few  munth* 
WT  should  9pnng  vip  again  in  the  very  aajoe 
place:  and  our  tradespeople,  triRing  as  is  the 
advantage   to  be  derived   from    our    cuxtom, 
may  yet  reckon  upon  it  with  e(|uiil  crnainty. 
They  are,  aa  it  happens,  dvil,  honett,  and  re- 
spectable, the  first  people  in  their  line  in  the 
fioftd  town  of  Belford ;  but,  were  they  oiber- 
wtse,  the  drcumsianee  tr-nild  hnrdly  aJfcct  our 
htvincible   constaney-     The  world   is  divided 
between  tho  two  great  empires  of  habit  and 
novelty ;  tlie  young  foUowin;;  Pfvlty  generally 
in  the  train  of  tite  new-faitgled  sovereign,  whiUt 
we  of  ftB  elder  generation  adherr  with  tdmiUr 
fidelity  to  the  emcitu  rigimt.     I,  espedally,  am 
the  very  bond-idave  of  halnt — love  old  tneaA%^* 
old  facet,  old  books,  old  scenery,  old  flovert,-; 
old  anocUtioiiB  of  every  sort  and  kind — narj^ 
although  a  woman,  ao<l  owe  noi  aviTse  to  that  i 
degree  of  decoration  which  belongK  to  the  ittijt^  * 
able  aitd  the  breaming,  1  even  love  old  Aubion*' 
and  old  clothi'« ;  and  can  so  little  romprehend*'* 
why  we  should  lire  of  a  thing  because  wo  haiatlJ 
had  It  \at%,  that,  a  favourite  pelisse  having  b»>M 
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come  shabby,  I  this  verv  day  procure*)  vith 
unite  difficulty  silk  of  (hv  rxart  colour  mml 
shade,  and,  iwving  ordered  it  to  br  made  in  itU 
r«ct  confonoity  with  the  old  pattern,  shall  have 
the  sMtsfactioin  wntt  Sunday  of  donning  «  DC* 
drcM,  «hidi  my  neighbour*,  the  shoemakerV 
wife  and  the  baker's  diugblers,  who  hare  in 
their  heads  nn  absolute  invi-nlory  of  my  ap- 
parel, wilt  infallibly  mtitake  for  the  old  one. 

After  this  striking  instance,  the  eourieous 
reader  will  h&vc  no  difficulty  In  comprehending 
that  the  taiae  "auld-Ung-*yiit-"  feeling,  which 
leads  me  to  think  no  violets  so  fragrant  as  ihu^e 
whidi  grow  »>n  a  certain  xiintiy  bank  hi  Kil>es 
Imms,  and  no  cherries  m>  sweet  as  those  front 
the  great  maytiukc,  on  the  xtuth  wall  of  our 
old  garden,  khmild  aim  indiiee  me  to  prrfer 
before  all  oranges  those  which  coin«  from  Mr*. 
Hollis's  shop,  at  the  comer  of  the  churchyard — 
a  shop  which  wc  have  frequented  ever  sinee  I 
knew  what  an  orange  was;  and,  for  the  some 
re«MH).  to  rank  tx-fore  all  the  bincuiu  whk-li 
ever  were  invented,  «  ceruin  most  Mducing, 
thiDt  am)  crisp  compoutton,  as  light  as  foam  and 
an  iiuteiess  as  spring-water,  the  handiwork  of 
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Mrs.  PurdjT,  of  ihe  Mu-keUplsce  in  the  good 
town  of  Belford ;  aa  well  as  to  pUcc  above  all 
other  poultry  that  which  cockles  in  tl>c  baskels 
of  "prrlty  BcMy."  Thcoran;^  and  biscuits 
are  good  in  ibemselre*,  and  m>  are  thv  ducks 
and  chickens ;  but  some  of  their  superiority  is 
undoubtedly  to  be  ajcribcd  to  the  partiality 
gmrratcd  by  babJt. 

Another  of  the  persons  irith  whom  we  bad 
in  our  &mall  way  dealt  longest,  and  whom  we 
liked  bc«t,  was  old  Matthew,  the  mntfellrr. 
As  sundy  a»  Febniary  came,  would  Matthew 
pceaent  hts  bent  person  and  withered  tbou^ 
still  ruddy  face  at  our  door,  with  the  three 
rush  mats  which  b*  knew  that  our  ooitagv  re- 
quim) ;  and  as  surdy  did  be  receive  fifteen 
shilltDgA,  lawful  moocy  of  Orcat  Britain,  In  re> 
turo  for  his  cotnmodity,  notwithstanding  an 
occasional  remonstrance  from  some  flippant 
housemaid  or  dominecnog  cotA,  who  would 
endeaTour  to  send  him  off  with  an  assurance 
that  his  price  was  doublv  that  usually  given, 
and  that  no  mat  ever  made  with  rushes  was  or 
could  be  worth  fire  shillings.  "Jlis  honour 
■Iwaya  deals  with  lae,"  was  Matthew's  mild  ns 
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•poow,  nidMii9(iciI  lodKfariouT  one* 

«1  Id  icUle  BHUcn  lo  In  caciR 

In  pauu.  of  Ckx,  M«itl>e«*s  ibbU  vcr  boootlT 

vonb  tbp  moocy  i  aad  w  oijoyed  ia  tlm  case 

tbc  triple  MtiActiow  oi  -"^r'g  a  £nr  bv^nn, 

HjmIjm  villi  jm  old  aoQDUntaoee,  axtd  rfifffiiw, 

indwbot  wy — thatofaaplognnctn — Ukwmiu 

<^  age  aod  of  porerty :  for,  althuujjh  Maltluw's 

■Ifiarel  UBS  accurately  dcsn  and  ddy,  mod  bia 

thm,  wnaklcd  cbeelt  a»  bxle  aixl  niddjr  m  ■ 

wuner  appl^i  yet  tbc  counties}  patches  on  kU 

various  ganncnu,   and   the  »pare.   trt-iublii^ 

figure,  bent  almost  double  aod  erippled  with 

rhcunutum,  told  a  too  legible  klory  of  infiniiity 

Vid  peavay.     Except  on  bi>  aiinu»l  visit  with 

bia  mercbantliw,  wo  never  saw  the  gnod  old 

toalinaker;  nur  did  1  evwi  know  where  he  re- 

odcd,  until  the  want  of  an  additional  utat  for 

my  grci^abouK,  towards  tbc  end  of  lost  April* 

induced  mc   to  inokv  inijuiry  voiKerniiig  bis 

habitation. 

I  bud  no  difGculty  in  obtaining  n  direction 
to  his  dwelling;  and  found  that,  fur  a  jiour  old 
tnattaakvr,  Matthew  was  a  perton  of  more  cofw 
aderaii&i)  and  noUs  in  our  little  world  llian  I 
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coulil  have  expected,  Iwing,  in  a  «ord,  one  uf 
th«  hoQesleat,  »ubereH(,  und  moU.  iodustriouB 
men  ill  the  oeigtibuurhuod. 

He  lived,  1  found,  in  Barkham  Dingle,  u 
deep  woodland  dcU,  communkmling  with  a 
large  tract  of  unenclosed  ntuurs  and  commons 
in  th«  next  pariib,  convenient  doubtlei*  to 
Matthew,  as  nfloi^ing  the  rushes  of  which  his 
mats  wi-ru  nm.itructvd,  as  well  as  heath  for 
bi-ooiiiK,  uf  which  he  wn«  mid  to  hare  lately 
cxtiiblished  a  inniiufaeture,  and  which  were 
alinost  equal]/  celebrated  for  durability  and 
excellence  with  the  articles  that  be  had  made 
fur  »o  many  yean.  In  Barkham  Dingle  lived 
old  Matthew,  with  a  grand-«liiug)iter,  who  wa», 
1  found,  also  rviwwned  for  industry  and  guod- 
humour;  and,  one  fine  afternoon  towards  the 
eiHl  of  April,  I  set  forth  in  my  little  pony. 
pliActon,  drirrn  by  tliat  model  of  all  youthful 
fUfViqgjMi,  our  boy  John,  to  make  my  pur< 

vhiun. 

Our  rmd  lay  thrvugh  a  labyrinth  uf  cros^- 
etAinlrv  lane*,  intermingled  with  tiny  patches 
*>f  vilb^^■  ({"•»'»•»  *'«*»  «"^  ^"*  •"*'  •''^'■e 
K  M\w  iV  two  of  iheep,  tbe  small  dock  of  tome 
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•«»  mmM  «Mh  Umt 
tfar  goUeo  |c<w  «ad  ife  Cathenr 
braom,  and  «Ud>  Avifd  op,  Uaaa^  «  the 
mod   of  our   siwrU  and   tfac   Ogbt   (/  OiA 
flu-  uw  weU-bnd  a  dag  M  Jiimi  of  ■olmiiig 
Uhsii),  «»  if  oar  pcacrful  precmiuo  bad  naUy 
heat  KMBetUng   to  br  rrigfatmnl  at. 
vcfc  wberiiog  tbovt  our  beads,  we 
flring  aovM  thr  fitldi ;   Ibr  liuill  crv  of  tbr 
plover  mixed  »itb  Uw  sv«et  nng  of  tbc  ni^l* 
iDgale  and  the  momnonoua  call  uf  the  ctickoo ; 
whilst  every  htSgt  ccbocd  xiih  the  ibousaod 
notes  of  the  blackbird,  ibe  )iiiaet>  the  thniab, 
aod  "  all  the  finches  of  the  groTc"     Gee&e  and 
diidui  with  their  train  of  callow  younglingv, 
,.ntc  ^^^^>li^^g  ip  every  pool;    Uttlo  bands  of 
Mr^jgliog  children    were    wAodrring   thruugl) 
tbeUnee;  cvvrjihiug,  in  sburl,  gave  toketi  of 
the  lovdiesl  of  ihe  seasons,  the  fresh  and  joy> 
ou!>  spring,      ^'^gctatiol)  was,  however,  uiiusii- 
ally  backward.    Th>;  bloaMm  of  the  sloe,  called 
by  the  cuonlry  peofJe  "  tl>e  blacklhwn  winter," 
still  lingered  in  the  hedges,  mingling  its  snowy 
garlands  with  the  deep,  rich  bmwn  of  tlie  bud< 
ding  oak  and  the  tender  green  of  tlH-  dm ;  the 
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primroaes  of  March  stilt  miogled  wilb  the  cow- 
slips, pansics.  orchtscSf  nod  wild  byucintbs  of 
April ;  and  Ihv  flowfir  of  tbv  turnip  won  only 
juM  beginning  to  diffuse  iu  bonejed  odouro 
(«qual  in  fragrance  to  the  balmy  lawels  of  the 
lim«)  in  the  mo»t  nhcltereil  nooks  or  tlic  suniucst 
expoMire*.  Tbe  "  blessed  sun*"  himself  Maiiicd 
rather  bright  than  warm :  the  season  wa»,  in 
short,  full  tbrcv  weeks  back  warder  than  it 
should  have  bmn  according  to  the  ulntmack. 
Still  it  was  spring,  beautiful  s>pring !  and,  as 
we  dntw  iicar  to  the  <^  beech-wood  called 
Barkhaut  Dingle,  we  folt  in  iu  perfection  all 
the  charui  of  the  scene  and  tlie  hour. 

Altlioiigli  the  country  immediately  round 
wiu  uiiencUued,  as  liad  been  fully  proved  by 
lh«  liut  half-mile  of  undulating  common,  jntrr- 
tpcraed  by  old  shaggy  tm«  and  patdies  (islets, 
at  it  wvrc)  of  tangled  underwood,  as  well 
hf  »  few  rough  ponies  and  small  cows  belong 
(Rft  to  the  ixuuitry  people:  yet  ()k  lanes  leading 
to  il  hwl  been  intersected  by  fre<)ucnl  gnlf 
IhMn  the  last  of  which  a  pretty,  little,  rosy, 
aliUUtit  girl,  to  whom  I  had  tossed  a  penny 
fbr  npMiMH  it*  bml  sprung  across  tbe  nomaio 
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like  a  faim,   lo  be  ready  with  her  aervicea  at 

f       that   kadinf*  into   tho  Dingle,   down  which  a 

rude  cart-track,    seldom    used    iidIcu   for   tbe 

i       conrcyance  of  faggots   or  t^u&hwoud,   led  by 

a  fricturesquc  but  by  no  mcana  cosy  dcsccDt. 

Leaving  cbaJM-,  nnJ  ittcnd,  and  driver,  to 
wait  our  r«tum  at  llx:  gate,  Dasli  and  1 
pursued  our  way  by  a  winding  yet  still  pre- 
cipitous path  to  the  bottom  of  the  dell.  No- 
thing could  Ik  more  beautiful  than  the  scene. 
On  every  side,  steep,  shelving  banks,  clothed 
with  magnificent  oaks  and  bL-echu,  the  growth 
of  cenlurios,  dnooKlcd  gradually,  like  some 
vast  ampiiitltvatre,  to  a  clear,  deep  piece  of 
water,  lying  like  a  mirror  in  the  midst  of  the 
dark  woods,  and  letting  liglu  and  nunshiiip 
into  the  picture.  The  leaues  of  the  beech 
were  just  bursting  into  a  tender  green  from 
their  ahining  sheaths,  and  the  oak*  bore  ntiU 
the  rich  brown,  which  of  their  uontimbcrcd 
■  tints  is  per4inpt  the  luvelieit;  but  every  here 
and  there  a  scattered  horse-chestnut,  or  plane, 
or  tycamore,  hod  assumed  its  summer  verdure: 
weeping  birch,  *'  the  lady  of  the  woods,'' 
>  breaking  from  the  bud,  the  huUy  glitter- 
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ing  m  in   UBvuinl  Ktoesincn.    thv  hA«lhom 
ami   Ar    bmr-nac  in  full  Imf,    and  the  ivy 
mti  waodfaine  twiMing  Omi  brigbl  wresths  oti-t 
As  niff*d  tnwiv  of  (lie  gtj^tic  fomt-ireei; 
M  tkat  cncB  faful  ncD  now  tbe  prvraJUii^ 
of  tbe  *«xxl.     The  grauDd,  jndmi,  tru 
■ill)  flower*  bke  a  parterre.     Prim- 
MMet*  oc^OM,  ^rtMiiul'ivjr, 
iBH  wMB  BjfMionM,  *nv  flKDanl  m  ^r^ouat 
pnfiMD    witli    the    bright   wood-vetch,    ihe 
Kgbi    wBci  Mtwooe,   and   the  delicate  wood- 
wnd*,  wtefa  ifmnc  tram   tbc  OMSssy  niol: 
of  the  bcedteft,  uorivalkd  in  grace  and  beauty^ 
MMR  thgant  eim  ibaa  the  HIt  of  the  rallejH^ 
ikat  gre*  bj  tu  aide.     Notliii^  could  exccvdi 
tfe  M^hlMnm  of  that  wiadiag  »ood.wa)k. 
1  soMk  oanw  ta  sigbt  of  ibe  place  of  my 
fev-tmwcd,   ihatcbed   cuttage^ 
lib*  m  wiU-duck'i  mM  at    the  *c 
migt  of  the  peal,  aad  aofnwawfad  br  a  littla 

Oran  ibe  Cmw — a  amall.^^ 
ifciii^  where  cultivated  Sowers  and  beds  uC^H 
bwiy  AaAw.  md  pear  and   cberr;  tm».   i»|     1 

■TW«  it*  ptak  TWidT  effiUi  b««ttlM  wiM  Bownt''       ] 
wyKHifce 
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FifU  bkMsom,    oootnated  Mnogeiy  yet  pks^ 

untly  Willi  ih«  wild  scenery  around. 

The  cottage  «a<i  very  small,  yvt  it  had  the 
dr  of  miijipicss  and  comfort  wKkh  one  love*  to 
aasocjato  with  th«  dwellings  of  the  induatrioua 
fMWtantry.  A  goodly  faggot-pik.  a  donkey- 
shed,  and  n  pig*!/.  c»idcntiy  inhabited,  con- 
finned  this  impression ;  and  geeae  and  dada 
(wimining  in  the  WBt«r,  and  chickens  straying 
about  the  door,  added  to  the  che«rfulnes*  of 
the  picture. 

As  I  approached.  I  recognised  an  old  ac- 
quainiancr  in  u  young  girl,  who,  with  a  straw 
fauket  in  her  hand,  wa»  engaged  in  feeding 
the  cocks  and  hens — no  le^  a  person  than  pretty 
Bnay  tlw  young  nutrkct-woiiian,  of  whom  I 
have  before  spoken,  celebrated  for  rearing  the 
earliest  ducks  and  the  fattest  and  whitest 
chickens  ever  wen  in  these  parts.  Any  Wcd- 
netday  or  Saturday  morning,  during  the  spring 
or'aummer,  might  Bessy  be  seen  on  the  road 
lo  Belford,  tripping  nlong  by  the  side  of  her 
little  cart,  hardly  larger  than  a  wheelbarrow, 
drawn  by  a  sedate  and  veiM-ra)>le  donkey,  and 
laden  with  coops  full  of  cackling  or  babUiitg 
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inmate*,  together  wiili  ba«knsof  frash  eggs— 
for  Be&sy's  coinmoditJM  were  as  much  prized 
at  the  bre^fast  as  al  the  iliniier  tabic--  She 
meant,  as  I  have  sajd,  to  keep  the  market; 
but,  (omehoir  or  oOter,  dw  seldom  reached  it; 
the  quality  of  ber  merchandia«  being  held  in 
such  estimation  by  the  families  around,  that 
her  coops  RDcl  basket*  w-ere  generally  emptied 
before  they  gained  iheir  place  of  destiualioa. 

Perhaps  tlie  popularity  of  the  vender  bad 
something  to  do  with  the  rapid  sate  of  her 
poullry.ware.  Never  did  any  one  more  com- 
pletely reolixe  the  btau  idial  ot  a  yoong, 
happy,  innocent,  country  girl,  than  Matthew^ 
grand-daughter.  Fresh  and  fair,  her  rosy 
cheeks  mantling  vilh  btuBbcs,  and  her  cben; 
lips  breaking  into  smile*,  )thc  was  the  very 
milkmaid  of  Isaac  Walton ;  and  there  waa 
an  old-fashioned  neatneis  and  umplici^,  a 
complrlc  abwncc  of  all  finery,  in  her  attire, 
together  with  a  modest  sweetness  in  her  round 
young  voice,  a  Tu.ttie  gnici-  in  her  little  curtsey, 
and,  above  all,  a  total  unconwtousneu  of  her 
cliartns,  which  not  only  heightened  the  effect, 
but  deepened  and  slrmglhened  the  impn-ssdoo. 
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No  one  llist  ncr  had  scm  tbcra  ooaU  ftap* 

B(»y'a  tnooocDt  unile*. 

At  prewnt,  however,  the  poor  girl  wss  eri* 

dratly  in  no  miiling  mood;    mad.  w  I  ww 

thridding  with  emrt  aod  Uhour  the  labyrinths 

of  m   oak  aewly  £elWd   and   partly   barked, 

which   lay  acroaa  the  path,   to  the  gnat   itn- 

provefDcnl   of  its   pi<:turesqurDr»   (there  an 

few  objects  that  »  much  enhance  the  beauty 

of  woodUmd  scenery)  and  tlie  «|iul  augraeo- 

tatioD  of  ita  difficulty,  I  could  not  helpobMrv- 

ing  how  a^tated   and  preoccupied   the  little 

damsel  seemed.     Uer  cheek  had  lost  its  colour, 

her  »lcp  wu  falterinjt,  and  the  trembling  hand 

with  whtdi  Ac  was  di«lributii)g  the  com  tram 

ber  basket  could  hardly  ^Kvhrm  its  task.     Her 

iH'od  waa  Inmed  anxioudy  toward*  the  door, 

at  if  something  imporlimt  were  going  forward 

within  the  Iwuse ;   and  it  wa&  not  until  I  was 

actually  by  hrr  iJdt',  and  called  her  by  name, 

that  she  perceircd  me. 

The  aAernoon,  although  bright  and  pleasant 
for  the  season,  was  one  of  those  in  which  the 
sun  sometimes  amuses  himself  by  playing  at 
bopeep.     The  sky  had  become  overcast  shortly 
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after  I  entered  the  Dingle,  and,  by  the  time 
I  had  surmounted  (he  last  toll  jutting  bare 
bough  of  the  oak,  some  of  the  branches  of 
which  I  waa  fain  to  scramble  over  and  locne 
to  crcrp  through,  and  had  fairly  reached  the 
cottage  door,  a  sudden  shower  was  whistling 
through  the  trees  with  such  violeDee  aa  tu 
render  both  Dash  and  myself  vi>ry  glad  to 
accept  Beoy's  euihnrraned  invilalion  and  get 
under  shelter  from  the  pelting  of  the  storm. 

My  entrance  occasioned  an  immediate  and 
somewhat  awkward  pause  in  a  diacusuon  that 
had  been  carried  im,  apparently  with  cond- 
dwable  warnith,  I>etween  my  good  old  host, 
Matthew,  who,  with  a  half-GniiJied  mat  in  hit 
hand,  was  silling  in  a  low  wicker  chair  un 
one  side  of  the  hearth,  and  a  visiter,  also  of  my 
acquaintance,  who  was  standing  against  the 
window ;  and,  with  tlie  natural  feeling  of  re- 
pugnance to  such  an  intruuon,  I  had  hardly 
tiiien  the  scat  ofTt-red  me  by  Beasy  and  given 
my  commisdoii  to  her  grandfather,  before  I 
proposed  to  go  away,  saying  that  I  saw  ihey 
wen  busy,  that  the  rain  was  nothing,  that  I 
had   a  carriage    waiting,    that    I    particularly 


My 

Fmner  Wkite^  my 

ihaL  the  aim 

tver  t  uKi  UK  Old  ■^■■ks  asMRd  i 
br  fron  By  baas  i*  tkt  «n,  all  tW  «wU 
«M  wdeooc  to  b«r  m^m  hr  had  to  «;,  md 
be  bad  joat  bcm  wiifciBg  far  mbc  <fiKreti 
body  lo  j<K^  of  tbe  fmwi'i  bd»woqy.  AhI, 
ihc  Eumer  prufeadng  liiwulf  villmg  Uwt  I 
should  be  made  acquainted  with  tbr  mancTi 
and  pcrfcctlj  ready  to  abide  by  inj  ophiiga— 
pTovidrd  it  coinddcd  with  bU  own — I  rcsamed 
my  seal  oppotiie  to  Matthew,  whilst  pooc 
B«s«y.  blu&hing  and  a&hained,  placrd  hvrseir 
on  a  low  (tool  m  a  comer  of  the  Utile  room, 
and  b^an  making  friend*  wiib  Dash. 

"  The  long  and  the  short  of  the  matter  is, 
ma'am,"  quoth  old  Matthew,  ♦'  thai  Jem  While 
— I  dare  say  you  know  Jem  ;  he 's  a  good  lad 
and  A 'dustrioUB — aiul  uiy  Beasv  tlicrc — aiid 
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she's  «  good  girl  and  ti  'cliifrtrious  too,  tbcf 
1  «/  il  thai  should  nd  say  it  —  have  be«D 
kt-'cfiiag  cooipany,  like,  ibr  tbe^  two  years 
pafll ;  and  now,  just  as  I  thought  tti«y  were 
going  to  marry  and  »cttle  in  thv  world,  down 
eones  his  father,  the  farmer  there,  and  wants 
him  to  marry  another  wench  and  be  fidnvheart* 
ed  ti>  my  girl." 

"  I  never  knew  that  he  courted  her,  ma'am, 
till  last  night,"  ititvnruptcd  the  farmer. 

*'  And  who  does  he  want  Jem  to  marry  ?" 
pursued  the  old  man,  wfirming  ax  he  went  on. 
**  Who  but  Fanner  Brookes's  fine  daughter 
'tiuftta  —  MiM  tjusta  as  they  call  her  —  who"* 
jiut  come  back  from  Belford  boarding-school, 
and  goe*  about  the  country  in  bcr  silks  and  her 
Mltu*,  with  her  veils  and  her  tine  worked  bags, 
— wl»  but  she  I  as  if  she  was  a  lady  bora,  tike 

madaDi  there !     Now.  my  Bessy " 

"  1  bare  not  a  won)  lo  My  agnm«t  Becsy," 
ag«iu  interrupted  the  farmer;  "'  nht'ii  a  good 
girl,  and  a  pntty  girl,  and  an  iodustriuui  girt 
I  bftw  not  a  word  to  say  against  Besay.  But 
itw  bet  is.  lltat  I  hare  had  an  olfer  of  the 
Itulm  Kanti  for  Jem,  and  therefore  —— " 
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"  And  a  fine  fcrmer'a  wife  'GuBta  Brookn 
will  make!"  quoth  tlic  Diuliiuilccr,  inlcrrupting 
Mulcr  Wliiw  in  hi*  tuni.  "  A  pretty  farmer*B 
wife !  She  that  can  do  nothing  on  earth  bat 
jabber  Frendi,  and  read  storj'books,  and 
thtimp  on  the  inu»c  !  Now,  then;  's  my  girl 
can  milk,  and  chum,  and  hake,  imd  hrew,  and 
cook,  and  wash,  and  make,  and  mend,  and 
rear  poultry — there  are  not  *uch  duckt  and 
chickens  as  Betsy's  for  ten  miles  round.  Ask 
madam  —  she  always  deals  with  Bessy,  and  so 
do  all  ihc  gentlefSlkit  between  here  and  DelfonL*' 

*'  I  am  not  saying  a  word  against  Bcssy,^ 
replied  Fanner  White;  "  she's  a  good  jjirl, 
and  a  pretty  girl,  as  I  said  before:  and  I  am 
very  sorry  for  the  wtwle  affair.  But  the  Holm 
Farm  is  a  lai^ah  coneem,  and  will  take  a  good 
sura  of  money  to  stock  it  —  more  money  than 
lean  command;  and  Augusta  Krooke»,  betddes 
what  her  father  can  do  for  her  at  his  death, 
has  fonr  hundred  pounds  of  lidr  own  left  her 
by  her  grandmother,  which,  with  what  I  can 
spare,  will  be  about  enough  for  the  purpose : 
and  that  made  me  think  of  the  match,  though 
(he  matter  is  itiU  quite  uomKtlctl.     Vou  know> 
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,^  obX  apMt  th^  Btmy, 


tW  dU  nua  of 
lo  the  wench 
V  if  'tira>  not 


*  Vtg.  m  At  kMC*  taplied  Uk   tanan-i 

)  Bfookeft,  umI  I  am 
■■A  better.  And, 
Mattltnr,  wb;  I  Ve 
these  &At  j«an  aad  orrtr  hriird 
K,  a*  child  sfaak  a  muword  uf  you 
I  ropeet  too.  Baa  I  And  1  am 
'  tmrf  ta  vex  you,  and  that  good  little 
]>M*t  cry  »,  B«My ;  fmjr  doo*! 
\^  the  pnd-oalund  fanner  well  nigh 
fcr  casfiaay. 
••  No.  don't  cry.  B«»T,  became  there's  do 
need,"  wjoined  Scr  gmidbtber.  •*  I  thought 
aayhu  it  «■«  out  of  prid«  that  Farmer  White 
wvM  not  wfcr  Jen  to  marry  my  little  girt 
But,  Moce  "'^  ""^y  ^^  money,"  contioued 
the  old  man,  fumbling  araidtt  a  taat  variety 
of  wril-patched  gartneot*,  until  from  the  pocket 
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MaMCa   taouer  riMl't 

Hefas  why  t^'s  hmt 

ne  wbatlwr  yomr  tomr  hamimi  «««^  g»  ■> 

hrksben.     Laok  at  tkca  dnty  fate  cf  pifHV 

cried  Mkttbew.  whfa  a  dMeile.     "loiU'cM 
b,  becaiue  I    ibought   iIwt*<1  W  waotol  far 
W  ponioo.  like ;  aod,  wbco  the  old  malmaktr 
din,  there  ^  be  a  faoiKlnd  ur  two  more  tmo 
the  bargun.    Tdce  the  1D01W7,  man.  can't  jv  ? 
and  don'^  look   ao   Vouoded.     It'*   honeMly 
come    by,   I    prooiiac  you,  —  all  'dustry   and 
*coDofny,  like.     Ha  father,  he  vas  'duHriouk, 
ind  he  left  her  a  hat :  and  her  mothrr,  At  wat 
'diMfious  too,  and  the  left  her  ■  bit ;  and  I, 
thof  I  should  »oi  lay  it,  have  been  'dustrious 
all  my  life;  and  she,  poor  thing,  is  more  *du»- 
trious  than  any  of  ua.     Ay,  thai  '■  right.    Give 
her  a  hearty  kiwi,  man  ;  and  call  in  Jem — 1 11 
«arraot  be 's  not  far  off —  and  wc  11    fix   the 
wcddiiij^-day  over  a  jug  ijf  iKwne-bivwed.      And 
madum  then:,"    pumued    the  hapjiy  old  man, 
as  with  loost  sincere  congratulation*  and  good 
»0U  II.  ^ 
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there,  wlio 
90  kindtjr,  nuv 
Vm  a  'iastrioof  atma, 
l«it;  and  Bessjr'a 
■V  and.  tbcTc's  do- 

fi^  tbe  old  ma^ 
iw  Inn  of  four  ks 
dwJcBlMd  joined 
h»fc^  under  thv 
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AMOVGiiT  the  nioct  prominrDt  of  (he  Belfurd- 
ius  wbo  figured  at  the  Wedneeday  nigbtV 
club  at  the  King's  Artnn,  was  a  certoin  porlly 
pcnonagv,  rather  broadrr  llian  he  wa*  long, 
wlw  wa»  knuwn  generally  through  the  town  by 
the  familiar  appellutioii  of  ]S'at  Ktnlay.  By 
calling,  Nat 

*•  Wu,— c«uld  Iw  help  it  ? — *  tptcial  uttorwy ;" 
by  habit  and  inclination,  a  thorough  good 
fellow-— played  the  best  rubber,  sang  the  beat 
aong,  told  the  bext  siury,  made  the  be&t  punch 
—  and  drank  the  most  of  it  when  tnadi:,  of 
any  man  in  Bclford.  Besides  these  occouipliiih- 
menu,  lie  waa  eminently  agreeable  to  ineQ  of  all 
ranks ;  had  a  pleasant  word  for  everybody ; 
va&  friendly  with  the  rich,  gcncruut  to  the  poor, 
never  out  of  spirits,  never  out  of  humour,  and, 
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all  the  irhil«  their  suits  were  |)ending,  and  took 
care  to  diiuppear  ju«t  before  their  cauite  wu_ 
lost,^ — the  m^Bterious- looking  brass  knob,  with 
*'  Ofticb-Bku.  "  underneath  it,  nt  Mr.  KinUy't 
ftccUent  house  in  Quvcn-ittreet,  remained  on- 
rung  (nttn  terra  to  tenn. 

Startling  a§  such  a  circumsiance  would  have 
seemed  to  most  professional  men,  it  waa  long  b^ 
tii>re  this  total  abvoncc  of  prolitnbV  employment 
made  tlie  slightest  impretninn  on  Nnt  KinUy: 
The  son  of  an  affluent  tradesman  in  a  distant 
CMintj,  he  had  been  articled  to  a  solicitor, 
rather  as  a  step  in  station,  an  advance  towards 
gentility,  than  with  any  view  lo  the  money- 
making  facilities  of  that  lucrative  calling.  His 
Eather,  judging  tnrni  his  own  frtrgal  habits, 
thought  that  Nsl,  the  only  child  amongst  n 
large  family  of  wealthy  brotlurs,  would  hn»c 
money  nMJugh,  without  making  hinnti-If  a  slave 
to  the  law ;  and  when  the  early  death  of  his 
JMurenta  put  him  in  possession  of  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds  lawful  money  of  Great  Britain, 
besides  the  great  draper's  shop  in  the  little 
town  of  Cranley  where  that  money  had  Iwen 
accumulttted, — to  say  nothing  of  lh«  stock  and 
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igaiit  nearijr  gifaamted,  attd  sfna  he  was  »• 
itevfd  b]r  tbe  bcquot  of  a  AaUMf  saat,  wbon 
two  of  bcr  brotiien,  ta^RBBit  M  the  eoBdnct 
of  the  t)opeoftbebooK,faadBMleiiidr  I 
■id  the  ooly  leaon  thaC  ha  dutiful 
drvw  frotD  this  seeoad  mhI  Bear  approach  -of 
puTerly,  was  a  vague  confideoce  in  his  <nm 
good  fortune,  and  that  calloiweM  to  a  pmicaUr 
d>ng«r  which  is  the  rrsull  of  rrpcaled  escape 
frooi  the  sarnc  sort  of  peril.  Good  adv  in,  which, 
of  all  valuable  commodities,  is  ihe  one  nost 
frequently  wailed,  was  particularly  Ihrovn 
away  in  his  case ;  be  trusted  in  his  lucky  stat^— 
Napoleon  himself  not  nK»«  implicitly — aud  re- 
plied to  his  friendly  advisers  only  by  a  know- 
ing  wink,  a  good-bumoured  nod,  and  a  »cntp 
of  tome  gay  Anacreontic : 

"  Pkued  tei  n*  inSe  life  kway. 

And  think  of  can  when  «ro  grow  old," 

might  have  been  bis  motto. 

This  faith  in  his  peculiar  good  fortune  was 

nut  dimiiii»hi.Hl  in  his  own  eyes,  or  in  those  of 

hi*  flatterers,  when,  just  as  Aunt  Dorothy's  tens 

of  thousands  were  going  where  so  many  tons  of 

tbpuaapds  Jiad  gone  before,   Nat  had  the  hap- 
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to  secure  the  alTcctions  of  a  very  ardiaUe 


of  cunitiiierablc  fortune,  and  far  greater 
espectatiotu,  aiDce  the  w«s  tlic  presumptive 
beu«s6  of  ber  niotber's  bnrtlier,  with  whom 
she  had  resded  during  the  greater  p&rt  of  her 
life,  «ad  who  was  a  man  of  ancient  family  and 
large  landed  property  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Hci  it  is  true,  opposed  the  match  as  violently 
as  a  nian  w«U  could  do.  Hi*  partialities  and 
his  prejudices  wnv  njually  agaimt  wch  a  con- 
Mcxioo.  His  affection  for  his  niwe  made  hini 
drnxl  the  misery  which  must  follow  a  uoioa 
with  a  confirmed  spendthrift ;  and  his  own  per- 
Moal  habits  rendered  him  exceedingly  averw 
to  patting  with  one  who  had  been  for  so  many 
\«ars  his  principal  cotnpanioo  and  friend.  That 
a  3vna(  womb  educated  by  him  in  a  stately 
rttinoent,  immured  atnidal  the  splendid  soii- 
luite  vt  Craaky  Fkrk  to  the  pursuits  of  art 
itnd  of  litetmtore,  sbould  ■'  abase  ber  eyes"  on 
a  k^«-KwTt  and  unlettered  prudigal  many  years 
viitf  than  Heivctf,  without  even  the  attraction 
\4  pcTMioal  gnees:  that  Elizabeth  Chudleigh, 
IIk-  M«nKr»l  uf  the  steady,  the  i^rcst  of  the 
gnilVi  dNrratv  *nd  pcimn  as  a  nun,  should  be 


seemed  to  her  uncle 
not  merely  monstrous,  but  impossible. 

f^uch,  Iiniicver,  was  the  case.  And,  per-, 
baps,  niany  of  the  striking  rliscrepancies  thiil 
existed  betwocn  them  in  charaercr  and  situii- 
tion  tended  to  fetter  their  miitujd  affection 
rather  than  to  check  its  growth.  To  Nat,  little 
ftccustonwc!  to  the  best  female  society,  the  gen- 
tle reserve  nnc!  (jiiiet  elegance  uf  Elizabeth, 
accidrntslly  thrown  in  his  way  at  the  house  of 
a  neighbouring  gcntlemaD,  proved  infinitety 
more  captivating  than  the  mere  ^rliab  pretti- 
new,  or  the  showy  dashing  vulgar  style  of 
beauty,  with  which  he  was  familiar ;  whilst  she 

• Oh  t  hare  we  not  all  seen  some  sage  and 

tedatc  damsel  of  siv-and-twenly — staid,  demure, 
and  coy,  u  the  prude  of  PopcN  and  Gibber's 
days — carried  off  her  feet  by  the  mere  charm  of 
a  buoyant,  merry,  light-hearted  rattle,  thought- 
less, generous,  and  good-natured?  Ala.>* !  the 
talc  is  common.  And  the  want  of  good  looks 
ifltheheroof  the  present  story  (though  his  head 
was  good,  and  his  figure  at  fuur  or  Are-and- 
thirty  was  by  no  means  so  unsightly  as  it  after- 
wards bi-came,)    was  amply   compensated   by 
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'n^anners  so  agreeable,  »ad  a  kindneM  so  wal, 
that  persons!  benuty  seemed  as  nothing  in  the 
fomparison.  There  was  a  spice  of  romance  in 
the  affair  too,  —  a  horse  that  had  run  away,  or 
had  been  like  to  run  away,  and  had  been  stop- 
ped by  the  oouragt!  and  addrou  of  die  gen- 
tleman ;  so  poor  Elizabeth  said,  and  thought, 
that  he  hod  saved  her  life.  Cnuld  she  do  leas 
than  devote  that  life  to  his  hap^iH'ss?  And 
when  he  v<iwed  that,  with  her  for  his  i-uapainon 
and  guide,  he  should  never  go  astray  again, 
could  she  do  less  than  beliere  him? 

Accordingly,  the  lady  being  of  age,  h«r  pa- 
rent* dead,  and  Ikt  own  fortune  absolutely  in 
Iier  |K)W(T,  they  were  married,  with  no  other 
drawback  (o  her  happiness  than  the  total  and 
solemn  renunciation  of  (he  kind  unde  who  had 
liecn  to  her  as  a  parent.  Nat  indeed,  with  hi« 
usual  sanguine  spirit,  made  sure  of  his  re)ent> 
ing :  but  Klixabeth,  better  acquainted  with  the 
determined  and  somewhat  stubborn  temper 
which  they  had  to  encounter,  felt  a  sad  fore- 
l>oding  that  the  tcpanttion  was  final.  She  soon, 
however,  forgot  this  evil  in  the  bustle  and  ex. 
eitement  of  the  wedding  excursion,  and  in  tlic 
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toul  aIti-»tioii  of  scene  uid  of  hxbils  which 
ensued  upon  their  settling  down  into  a  marrii-il 
life- 
One  of  the  few  stipuUtioDs  which  his  f«ir 
bride  bad  made  was,  that  Nat  sJtould  chnogc 
his  midcnco  and  resume  his  profession.  Ae- 
cofdlingl^-,  he  bought  the  house  and  business  of 

[.  old  Joiin  Orovc,  one  of  the  must  thriving  prac- 

litionen  that  ever  laid  down  the  law  in  Bclford, 

.  and  soon  became  an  eminent  and  popular  deoj. 

zea  of  the  good  town,  where  he  pasM-d  his  time 

much  to  his  satisfaction,  in  furnishing  and  uller- 

L,  ing  his  already  excellent  house,  throwing  out 
bow-windows,  sticking  up  veramlits,  adding  to 
the  coadt-liouscs  and  stables,  erecting  a  couser- 
rMory,  and  building  a  garden-wall.  He  took  a 
pasture-farm  about  holf-n-milc  off,  stocked  it 
with  cattle,  built  a  fancy  dairy,  and  bought  a 
fiuck. 

These  were  his  graver  extravagances,  his 
business  way  of  spcuding  money.  Society,  or 
r»tbcr  perhaps  company  in  all  varieties  and 
degrees,  formed  liis  gayer  mode  of  outlay. 
Parties  at  home  and  parties  abroad,  club-din- 
n«rs  oud  tavern-suppers,-— mec^t^  of  all  sorts 
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and  iegrees,  so  that  ibey  ctulcd  in  cnnls  und-v 
jolKty,  from  tWpntricmn  reunions  of  thv  hunt,  a 
to  whici)  his  good  »ung«,  and  good  st<>ri«s,  and 
good  humour  gained  him  admittance,  down  to 
the  pig«on>6hooting  matches  at  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  of  which  he  wa«  the  idol,— wine  andci 
hilliitrdft,  whist  and  punch,  —  divided  hu  dayc^ 
and  nights  amongst  tbem  ;  and  poor  Elizabeth 
soon  found  how  truly  her  uncle  had  pro^ilirsicd 
when  he  had  told  her.  tlml  to  marry  Nat  Kin- 
lay  wail  to  give  herself  to  present  care  and 
future  penury.     She  did  noteeeue  lo  love  him; 
perhaps   she  would  have  suffered  less  if  she 
had.     S(.>lfish,  utterly  and  basely  selfish,  as  he 
WAS  in  purstiing  hii  own  ignoble  plea«iircs  at 
the  expense  of  his  wife's  happiness,  there  was 
still  that  about  him  which  it  was  impoMiblfr  to 
dislikir — a  sweet  and  merry  temper,  a  constant 
kindness  of  look   and  of  word,  and  a  never<^ 
fiiiling  attention   to  procure  everything  which 
be  even   fancied  could  give  ber  pleasure;   so 
that   Elizal>eth,   who,   conscientiously   refrain- 
ing from  every  sort  of  jicrsonal  expense,  took  ■( 
care   never  to  express  the    deures  whicb   he 
would  be  so   sure  lo  liavc  grntifietl,    often  <i 
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mndereil  how  he  could  have  diviped  her  wishes 
sod  her  In^tvs.  No  woniAii  ruuld  tliivUkc  such 
■  hiubaiicl. 

Tlwy  hud  no  chiltl ;  hut  after  they  Iiad  been 
(wo  or  Utreo  years  married,  a  beautiful  little 
girl,  about  four  years  old,  fair  as  alabaster, 
with  tJiinin^  rioglMs  of  the  tt-xtun.-  and  colour 
of  uodycd  ^ilIc,  nuulc  tier  nppcumnce  in  (juccn- 
MT«et.  They  ailed  her  He&ter  ;  and  Mtt. 
Kinlay  Mid  to  those  of  her  acquaintance  whom 
»)ic  thought  entitled  to  nn  explanation,  that  the 
cliiU  vm  an  or))han  whom  Mr.  Kinlay  hod 
permitted  her  to  adopt.  It  wa*  ohiL-rvwl  ihnt, 
once  when  she  made  this  declaration  before 
hitn,  the  tears  stood  in  his  eyes,  aud  he  caught 
up  the  little  girl  in  seeming  playi  and  buried 
his  face  in  her  silky  curls  (o  conceal  his  emo- 
tioo.  One  or  two  of  his  old  Cranley  friends 
remembered,  too,  a  vogue  story  concerning  a 
pretty  country  girl  in  that  tidghbuurhood. 
Sbe  had  died — and  some  bad  said  that  kIu-  had 
died  in  childbed,  about  four  years  before  ;  and 
her  luuitc  hod  bcvn  Hetty.  Be  that  as  it  might, 
the  little  Hester  nax  firmly  cstabliHhcd  in  the 
house,  the  darling  of  the  gay  and  jovial  mailer, 
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and  perhapi  even  more  decidedly  the  cooifort 
of  hi*  mtld  and  petuave  wife. 

Time  irore  on  t  Hester  was  Evvcn,  cij^t,  iodc 
y«ari  old,  BDd  thu,  the  fourth  furtuoc  that  Ite 
bad  Epcnt,  U^ati  tu  wax  low.  Elizabeth's  pru- 
dence had  stmievhat  retarded  the  evU  day,  but 
poverty  was  fa&t  spproaching :  aod,  with  all  hts 
confidence  in  hia  own  giood  fortune,  and  iu  her 
uncle  s  rclrnting,  even  Nat  began  to  W  ron- 
actuuH  of  his  situation.  Of  tlte  foi^vcneu  of 
her  rich  relation,  indeed,  she  well  knew  that 
there  was  no  hope.  Bad  new-s  ecldunt  fiuls  to 
reach  those  moutt  intere«.tn) ;  and  she  had  bcaixl 
from  authority  which  she  could  not  doubt,  that 
the  adoption  of  Hester  had  aiuuhilated  all 
chance  of  pardon.  Severely  strict  in  his  own 
uioralai  the  brini;ing  liome  that  motherless 
iDBOOcni  antned  in  bis  eyes  a  dereliction  of 
feminine  dignity,  uf  wifely  delicacy, — an  «n- 
oouragontnt  uf  Ubertinisin  and  vice,  which 
nothing  could  induce  him  (o  tolerate-  He 
was  inexorable;  and  Elizabeth,  cJelt^riuined 
not  to  abandon  the  helpless  child,  loved  her 
the  belter  for  the  injustice  of  which  sli«  was 
tile  object. 


HESTER. 


'931 


k 


In  hcrtclff  HeMcr  was  rin^ilarly  inlt^rcRtiiip. 

SumuDded  by  comrorli  and  liixurieti,  and  (he 
t^eet  cf  constant   and   afTecttonate  attention 
from    both   Mr.  and   Mrs.  Kinlay,   there  was 
ibnut  her  a  touch  of  thought  fulness  and  of  me- 
lancholy, a  mild  and  gentle  pentivencss,  not  a 
hitle  striking  in  so  young  a  gir).     Nat,  wlH*n  at 
bo«n«,  Hpcflt  more  than  Iialf  his  time  in  playing 
with  and  careaaing  her ;  but  his  jokes,  usually  so 
nchilarating,  failed  to  enliven  Hester:  she  smiled 
It  them  indeed,  or  nther  she  smiled  at  him 
ttith  fond  and  innocent  gratitude;  but  no  one 
ever  remfmberod  to  have  heard  her  laugh ;  and 
to  read,  or  rather  devour,  in  the  room  which  she 
won  )>erroilted  to  call  hers,  whatever  book.t  khr 
could  come  by,  or  to  wander  in  the  extensive 
and  highly-cultivated  garden  with  u  beautiful 
Italian  greyhound   hclnngiiig  lo  Mm.  Kinlny, 
or  to  ramble  with  the  same  grat-eful  companion 
'  through   the  picturesque  fields  of  the  Dairy 
'^arni,  formed  the  lonely  child's  dearest  amuw- 
ments.      Whether   (his  unusual   sadnvss  pro- 
ceeded from  her  being  so  entirely  without  oom- 
puiiona  of  her  <iwn  age,  or  was  caugfit  uncon- 
•dously  from  Mr».  Kiulay's  evident  dei>resuon. 
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maii  trim  aa  intuitiri:  prrcrpttoD,  "bdoiiging  to 
chiMrva  of  qtud  Tttiixig,  that  benealh  an  out«r 
■iuv  of  gnetj  all  was  not  going  well  — or  wlie- 
tWr  H  «VR  ■  Okcrc  accidmt  of  temperament, 
coidd  uerTtam.  Perbaps  each  of  these 
might  eacnfauie  to  form  a  manner  most 
■KBod  at  ber  age ;  a  manner  so  tender,  so 
gcolle,  so  <liSdott,  so  full  of  plca^ling  sweet- 
aeB^  tlMt  h  added  iocalculablr  to  the  effect  of 
her  nA  aod  delicate  bcaulv.  Her  look  teemed 
■»  na^tkre  al  once  lor  lore  and  for  pity  ;  and 
hard  Bu«t  have  been  the  heart  that  could  resiit 
t/oA  «B  appad. 

KvKTT  day  inovafed  Hester's  adness  and 
ilr^  CinUv's  drpresskm  :  but  ibe  reckless 
gJktj  of  die  wapttx  at  the  bouse  sufTered  no 
It  had,  bowcrer,  ehaaged  its  cho- 
TVt  booyancr  aod  light -heart  rdness 
bad  Txnaxbed ;  enn  the  eonSdcaee  in  his  in- 
diCBlUe  good  fortune  wa«  wnsibly  teswned  — 
it  WW  not*  bowcTtr,  gooe.  No  longer  expecting 
«  ptfdoB  ftoM  las  vifeS  flAnded  kinsman,  and 
lh>l  vH  hardened  eooogb  lu  wish,  or  at  least  to 
iM«ft«s  to  himself  in  the  face  of  his  own  con- 
•cicare  thai  he  wishtd,  (or  his  death,  be  never. 
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theteM  aUoV€d  himwlf  (su  do  we  dieat  our  own 
souls)  (o  think  (hat,  if  he  kliouU  die,  i.>jllier. 
without  a  will,  or  with  a  will  drawn  up  in  > 
releiitiiig  mood,  all  would  again  go  right,  and 
he  be  <)ncc  more  prosperous  and  hap{>y  ;  nnd, 
this  traia  of  iileiu  once  admitted,  lie  »oon  begun 
to  regard  a;  a  certainty  the  speed}'  death  of 
a  temperate  and  hale  man  of  sixty,  and  the 
eventual  Miftaiing  of  one  of  the  Ploal  aleni  and 
stubborn  hearts  that  ever  bi-at  in  a  human 
bosom.  His  oun  relations  had  forgiven  him :  — 
why  should  not  his  wife's  ?  They  had  died  just 
u  the  nioDcy  was  urgently  wanted;  —  why 
sliould  not  he  i" 

He  was  not,  liowerer,  so  thoroughly  comfort* 
able  ill  this  faith  but  that  he  follows)  the  usual 
ways  of  a  man  g'Hng  down  in  the  world,  spend- 
ing more  prodigally  than  ever  to  coneeal  the 
approach  of  poverty,  and  speculating  deeply 
and  madly  in  Impcs  of  retrieving  his  broken 
fortunes.  He  played  higher  than  ever,  biiiight 
hnxMJ-mares  and  merino  flocks,  took  shares  in 
canals  and  joint-stock  eouipaniea;  and  having  jn 
his  prosperous  days  had  the  ill  fortune  to  pick 
[np  at  a  country  broker's  a  dirty,  dingy  land- 
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scape*  A'htdi  when  cleaned  turned  out  to  be  a 
Both,  (ever  since  which  unlucky  moment  he 
hiul  faiicied  himself  u  coniiuisscur,)  hu  Gllod  his 
house  with  all  the  rubbish  to  be  picLed  up  ii^ 
such  receptacles  of  trash,  whether  id  town  ur 
oountrjr, — Raphaels  from  Swallovr-sircet,  and 
Claudrs  from  the  Miuorics. 

Thc»c  ini!a»ures  liad  at  Iva«t  the  efTecl  of 
sbortonirig  the  grievuuis  miKry  of  Hu«pen*e 
without  hope,  the  lingering  agony  of  waiting 
for  ruin.  -  Almost  as  soon  as  poor  Nat  knew 
the  fact  himself — perhaps  even  before  —  bis 
creditors  discovered  that  he  vm  pcnnile^  aiid 
that  his  debts  far  exceeded  liis  assets ;  a  doclcet 
was  struck,  assignees  appointed,  the  whole  pro- 
perty given  up,  (for  Mrs.  Kinlay,  in  her  impru- 
dent and  hasty  taarrtagc,  had  neglected  th« 
precaution  of  having  even  a  part  of  Iwr  own 
m<iiK-y  NOttled  upon  lier»olf,)  and  the  detititut« 
family  removed  to  London.  Only  a  month  be- 
fon.',  Jiitict,  the  graceful  Italian  grcyliountli 
had  died,  and  Hester  had  grieved  (as  older  and, 
wiser  persons  than  Hester  do  grieve)  oTcr  liw, 
loss  of  her  pretty  favourite;  but  now,  sf  fw 
the  last  time  she  paced  mournfully  those  gardenr 
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vtlks  when  JoBk  bid  an  ofta  giafcrffaJ  iT 
ha:  dd(,  ukI  at  (or  l&r  last  tim  on  tlir  xA 
turf  tmdrr  the  ^nst  uulbnrv-tivr  wIirv  tb^ 
had  so  often  pUyed  logether,  she  frh  thmt 
Juliet,  lying  pnccifullT  in  ber  qtuet  grave 
unidft  ft  bed  of  the  pure  and  fragrmnt  rose 
uitique,  bad  cKspcd  «  ^rcat  rvil,  ml  that,  if  U 
pteased  God,  sh«  cmild  be  nnteol  to  die  toa 
'''Still  mor«  (lid  that  feeJiog  grow  upon  her  on 
ibetr  removal  to  a  dark  and  paltry  lodging  in  a 
dreary  suburb  of  that  metropolis  where  every 
rank  and  degree,  from  the  mort  wretched 
penury  to  the  m<)«t  splendid  ■fflueiKe,  fin<U 
its  appropriate  home.  A  wretched  home  wits 
thdrs;— smnll  without  comfort,  noisy  without 
checrfuIneM,  wanting  even  the  charm  of  ctean- 
Unesi  or  the  m.Amv  of  hn|>e.  jN'at's  spirits  sank 
under  the  trial.  Now,  for  tho  first  time,  he 
viewed  before  his  eyes,  he  felt  ta  his  very  heart** 
cm,  the  miserable  end  of  a  life  of  pleaiure ; 
ati'd,  when  lie  looked  around  him  and  saw  the 
via  beings  whom  he  loved  bc»t  on  earth  in- 
volved in  the  irremwliablc  consei)ucnces  of  hi* 
extravagance ;  condemned,  for  his  fault,  to  sor- 
did  drudgery  and  squalid  want ;  punialied,  not 
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i#  n  M*  own  cftf-fiidulgeot  and  luxnriout 
UUUt.  ba  in  hu  faodn!  and  pii  Rfl  aSvctintis— 
Ik  aU  mti  body  gare  my  under  the  shock ; 
with  a  (Ungffou*  illiMsa,  and, 
■7  veeks  at  tbc  point  of 
«ak  ■•  an  infiui,  to  sufficr  th« 
Ta  prematuiv  old  agir,  and 
'flfaiS — ibewiU  but  not  the 
Oh,  if  be  could  but  iiavv 
of  waetcd  simigtb,  of 
Tbr  wiA  ws»  fniillfM,  in  a 
r;  but  bi>  exnOnt  vifr  wppt  lean 
tanvm  tmr  tbr  ancvrc  though 


vriMfB  to  htr  nadr,  and  had 
md  hrirf  ivpiT : — "  L«iT«  th« 
FT  of  500,  Hid  the  child 
in  iiAmee  prevailed  on 
■ad  I  ttmiBt  tD  noeivi'  you  to 
17  4«diqg:  but,  Mirer  whilil 
•  ftai  pwftnioet  to  tbcM  da- 
ifoMitioitId 
vffl  I  aauU  jrou 


Mt  life  irtlcr  te  be  final,  and 
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applied  no  more.  Indeed,  liud  »be  wi>.bo(l  lo 
addretit  ihe  obdursle  writer,  she  knew  not  where 
lo  direct  to  hint ;  for  »lic  ascrrtaiDed  from  an 
old  Tricod  in  the  neighbouriidttd  of  Cruiiluy 
that,  a  fvw  wcrks  after  llic  dale  of  this  letter, 
he  left  hU  bamlirul  rcsidtncci  ihc  seat  of  the 
family  for  many  generation)!,— that  tlic  houM 
was  shut  up,  the  scrvaatD  diacliargcd,  and  no. 
thing  known  of  the  mattti-r  bcyoiid  a  vague 
report  tliat  he  wa>  gone  abroad. 

That  hope  over,  (hey  oddreuied  tlinn selves 
to  the  task  of  earning  a  huinhlQ  living,  and 
wne  fcMlunato  enough  to  liad  an  old  friend,  a 
solidlor  of  groat  |)raclic«  and  high  character, 
kIio,  although  hi;  had  of  laic  yearn  almnned  tiic 
prohpercius  prodigal,  was  niosi  ready  to  assist 
the  Dvt-dy  and  repentant  one.  Nat,  always 
quick,  adroit,  and  ncnt-handcd,  hud  lM:eu  in  his 
youth  a  skilful  engroHter ;  and  Mr.  Osborne, 
finding  on  trial  that  he  could  depend  upon  him, 
not  only  employed  him  in  his  office  when  bis 
failing  health  allowed  hint  to  leave  tl>e  house, 
but  trusted  him  with  deeda  to  take  home,  la 
the  completion  and  sometimes  the  entire  execu- 
tion of  which  Mr*.  Kinlajf,  applying  herself  to 
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nwstvr  tlie  (Ufficulliet  of  the  art,  proved  a  moat 
able  and  williug  a&sistant.  Uc»tcr,  loo,  helped 
thiom  and  waiut!  on  litem  to  ihc  vxtvnt  of  her 
little  power;  and,  once  plunged  into  the  health- 
ful tide  of  virtuous  industry  aod  active  exer- 
[too,  the  impoverished  fnmily  fouod  thdr  sttf- 
fcrings  gronlly  diminixhed.  Kveo  poor  Nat, 
ai^r  a  liard  day's  scrivening,  felt  his  Diiod 
lightened  and  his  conscience  soothed.  Bui 
this  was  a  solace  that  became  more  aud  more 
rare;  the  attacks  of  disease  prcsKd  on  him 
with  increasing  frequency  and  addcnl  severity, 
and  Mrs.  Kinlay  and  Hoittcr  were  the  chief 
bread-winners  of  the  family. 

In  the  mean  while,  all  their  propin-ty  at  Bel- 
ford  Iiad  been  disposed  of, — plate,  chiiia>  linea, 
the  superb  collection  of  grceiil>o(u«  and  llot- 
housc  plant*,  tJte  trumpery  pictures  and  the 
handsome  furniture;  and,  persons  not  othcr- 
wlfc  unfeeling,  had  committed  the  coromoa  but 
unfeeling  act  of  crowding  emulously  tu  lite  sale, 
and  talking  quietly  over  tho  ruin  of  tha  ac- 
quaintance whom,  not  a  month  before,  they  Iwd 
Tisited  and  liked, — for  not  to  like  Mrs.  Kinlay, 
under  all  the  disadvantage  of  low  *[tirita,  waa 
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impottible.  Even  the  dairy^house,  witlt'^'i^ 
pretty  garniture  of  old  chioa  and  Dutch  tiles, 
was  dinnantlcd  and  Kotd  off;  a  dividend  was 
paid  on  th«  debt»,  and  every  (race  of  poor 
Nat  was  swept  away  from  Betford ;  the  bou» 
where  he  had  rciddcd,  whieh  had  hung  longcit 
on  band,  as  bcin;;  ulmoxt  loo  irxpenjitvea  rcsw 
dence  for  a  town,  having  at  laai  found  a  pur- 
chaser, who,  if  outward  indications  might  be 
tmated,  was  as  different  as  possible  from  its 
late  jovial  but  unthrifty  proprietor. 

T))e  iKw  occupant,  who  look  possession  In 
the  dusk  of  the  evening  and  retired  immedi- 
ately to  the  bock  drawin);-room,  which  had 
been  fitted  up  for  hi»  recL-ptJon,  kept  himself 
K>  doM  within  hi»  citadel,  the  garden  and  the 
apartmenix  looking  into  it,  (the  shutters  of  the 
front  windows  not  being  even  opened,)  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Queon>strect,  especially  oar 
friend  Mr*.  Colby,  who  lodged  in  one  of  n  row 
of  small  house*  nearly  opposite,  and  kept  a 
pretty  keen  look-out  on  her  neighbours,  par- 
ticularly on  a  fre»h  arrival,  began  to  think  that 
they  had  been  mistDformed  as  to  the  sale  of  the 
house,  and  that  a  croas-looking  old   woman, 
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ttnd  s  iiirong  boinely  country  girl  who  seemed 
to  ufficiate  under  her  as  r  drudgv,  uiil  ralghl 
be  BM-n  every  morniug  upon  her  knees  scrub< 
tniig  the  »iep&  before  (be  door,  (iboee  steps 
which  no  foot  ever  defiled !)  weT«  merely  put 
in  by  the  osMgnei-s  to  take  care  of  the  pro- 
mUM.  Influenced  by  theoe  sutpicdous,  Mrs. 
Colby,  who  felt  at  once  dcfrAuded  and  aiTront- 
ed  by  not  being  able  to  answer  the  natural 
questions  rv4]H-cting  her  opposite  nvighbottr, 
and  out  even  knowing  whether  she  had  an 
oppoute  neighbour  or  not,  took  an  opportunity 
one  fine  nwrning,  when  both  the  young  and 
the  old  woniun  were  at  the  door,  the  one  at 
her  usual  itcrubhery,  the  other  taking  in  some 
butcher'.i  nieat,  to  inqiure  if  their  master 
were  arrired.  The  poor  lady  took  nothiDg 
by  her  iDOtion ;  the  Cinderclhciooking  maid 
was  »lupiil,  and  cried  Anan  '.  the  crone  was 
surly,  and  boiiged  the  door  in  her  face.  No 
inquiry  ever  iip|>earcil  more  completely  baiHed  ; 
and  yet  Hn.  Colby  had  pretty  neatly  taiitticd 
iKTKlf  as  to  tlie  oHlensible  objeet  of  her  qui»- 
lioDi  (i-  e.  whether  the  ptirchaser  were  arrived.) 
having  caught   a   glimp«e   in   the    tray    (our 


friend  Stephen  Linp  uc^d  to  t&y  that  Mm. 
Colb;  w>ulti  see  timtngh  a  deal  bcmrd)  of  some 
prime  nimp-steaks  and  n  quarter  of  house- 
lamb,  viands  usually  referred  f»r  »  miiKttr'K 
tsble;  and  Imvinf^  nim  discerned,  stnnding  a 
littk  back  in  the  pastsagv,  as  if  cogitating  the 
question  'Shall  I  bark?'  a  beautiful  Italian 
grcrbound,  so  closely  resembling  the  deceased 
Juliet,  who  had  been  of  Mrs,  Colby's  acquaint- 
ance, that  if  such  a  tiling  as  the  ghost  of  a  <l»g 
had  been  ever  heard  of,  and  ihat  iihrcwd  nnd 
unimaj^ native  lady  had  been  a  believer  in  the 
unprofitable  mysteries  of  the  Gothic  supersti- 
tion, the  light  and  graceful  little  animtil  ini^lit 
have  [Miv«d  for  an  apparition. 
■A  week,  nay  a  month  passed  away,  and  still 
Hra.  Colby,  although  keeping  constant  watch, 
had  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  iiee  the 
•mngcr.  Il  would  almosit  Keeni  that  he  had 
returned  her  compliment,  and  kept  watch  over 
her  goings  and  connngit  likciriw ;  for  twice  at 
leaat,  a*  she  liad  the  mortification  to  hear,  he 
n  IumI  grine  out  during  the  tdiort  time  that  she  had 

n  been  off  guard :  once,  a-t  it  npptiireil,  to  virit 

I  the  nurecry-ganlen,  fresh  stock  the  bothousea 
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iiuil  greenhouses,  and  hire  suitable  gMrdoncn; 
the  second  time,  to  exchange  bU  roomy  and 
exc<^untly  situated  ytew  in  St.  Stephen's 
church,  (in  the  fitting  up  of  vhicb  poor  Nat 
had  «pent  much  Dioney,)  for  a  small  niche  in  an 
obscure  nook,  which  tuid  no  earthly  rccoinm«>< 
dation  but  that  of  Wing  cIom  to  a  sidodoor  at 
which  the  occupant  might  go  out  or  conie  in 
without  oliKervaticH),  and  being  «o  placed  that 
it  could  be  surroounted  by  a  bnsa  rod  and  a 
grpcn  curtain  without  causing  annoyance  or 
inconvenintce  to  any  one. 

This  la^t  circumalance  gare  an  indgbt  into 
hi*  character  which  every  uibMquent  indication 
vln-ngtliened  and  confirmed.  Tbe  man  was  evi' 
denlly  that  plant  of  English  growth  coIUkI  an 
oildity.  He  neither  nw*ed  nor  returnefl  vi. 
tils,  made  no  acqtiaiiilonoe.and  keemecl  to  liave 
iK>  asaociale  in  the  world  beaidea  his  cross  bouae^ 
keeper  and  his  beauUful  dog.  Gradually  he  fell 
into  the  hubit  of  going  into  the  slrectn,  and  ci^ 
Ivriog  the  sliops  to  which  budnns  called  him  ; 
am)  ihm  it  was  seeu  that  he  waa  a  tall,  eree^ 
elderl/  gentleuiao,  muacular  and  well  propor- 
tioued,  with  a  fine  intellectual  bead,  bold  on 


t«ai3F  with  Emcmmc^I 

I  desr  Ibvct  of  Aat  psfaapM ) 
\xt  Kuoe  works ' 

(IranM    pkTtkulBriT,  sad  oU  *-"-*-  aad 

ta  AlllnttgiagMihe  w»  cnnoiM;  and 

Us  Ubrxr;  would  have  fcnaed  aa  good  a  adk- 

k  ject  for  a  |;raiid  incmnatioB,  ia  ibe  bands  of 

the  Cgrate  and  Bailicr,  as  that  of  Don  QuucoCr 

,  Jumself,  wbofu  be  aLn  caoulated  la  ihe  libera* 

IHty  of  his  ordon  aad  his   total  r^ardlnsueas 

I  of  CXJKDM. 

Aootber  of  his  haunts  was  the  ^bop  of  an 
ioteUigent  ptintseller  in  tbv  town^  whom  hr 
employed  in  burnishing  the  frnmvs  itml  nsust- 
iug  him  to  hang  a  small  but  splcudid  collection 
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— Bodi  pactnm  as 
to  ihnt  op  within  doon 
Umhc  of  a  pnsoD,  ia~ 
floold  fiad  cntnoee ;  aDd  sucb 
«W,v«<B  the  moet  Uateful,  ofu-o 
fietnn  ■Sard  to  thar 
■■t  •  Gnle  cah^Ked  bjr  their  value 
rf  •*«»  —  «»  soMfaUjr  r««df 


Iw  the  pnoUeUcr  of 
■od  of  the  richons 
1  of  ibr  trnmtarr,  together  with 
I  pifBMntt  aiDoi^^ 
'  of  the  town,  a  eirong 
aodoa  of  the  n-- 
to  prrvafl  amoog^ 
it  to  «BT.  the  idle  divlcs 
I,  ik  Ac  afaaeDce  uT  indiiiJuaLl 
,  aarihia^  m  tls  dape  of  inT&tery;| 
Mcws  pi*«vd  a  vtletaBa  Raource  from 
c#  thargcBcnli 
Xlwriiy  lix  voMh*  dai  he  bad  been  in   ih«^ 
jlliiri    aaddic  Move  bad  been  known  of  hink. 
ihaai  ibM  )h*  MTifiaptn  came  addrened 
ltti«rCMlMB,KMl.    Bejroodthat.  iKKatitiWi 


of  intelligence  bad  Mn.  Colby  been  able  to 
extract  from  tlto  poetman.  He  oould  not  even 
tell  her  wtiat  the  jiapcrs  were;  mnd  cbefdt  that 
it  would  somtwrhat  Imve  iniligated  tbc  fever  of 
curiosity  to  know  whether  Mr.  Carlton  {if 
CaritoQ  were  indeed  bia  name — if  be  were 
not  rather  Ronic  illustrious  iDcogoito,)  amused 
his  solitude  by  the  prrutal  of  ibe  Tioies  or 
the  Chronicle,  the  Standard  or  the  Courier. 
Then  ahe  could  at  lca»t  have  guesiied  at  his 
pc^ticK,  have  learnt  to  think  of  him  a*  Whig 
or  Tory.  Now  he  was  worse  than  the  Veiled 
Prophet  —  the  most  provoking  puzzle  in  ex- 
Intcijcc ! 

This  feeling  was  shared  in  no  small  degree 
by  our  friend  King  Hnrwood  ;  for  if  curitwity 
ever  were  a  female  munogtoly,  (which,  by  the 
by,  I  have  not  the  slightest  intention  of  Hclniit- 
ting,)  that  time  has  long  since  paxsed  away, 
and  this  identical  pcisonage,  Mr.  King  Har- 
wood^  was  ill  hinitelf  a  bright  example  of  a  man 
posscMing  84  much  inquisilivenesfi  and  imper- 
tinent curiosity  as  all  the  sex  ptit  together.  He 
it  was  who  pn>posed  to  Mrs.  Colby  to  storm 
Mr.  Carlton's  castle  severally,  and  see  whether 
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powB»  of  Dbsemiioa  could  oot 
liiinauOBcc  thu  nifrht  tend  to 
Atmrittrji  and.  after  somr  hesita. 
OAff  eooanilnl ;  ^e  being  arnicd 
:  fifr  {arlcBC*  cf  dutfily,  as  one  of  the 
<  of  a  peaoT  Booetr :  vhOst  King 
had  [awidbJ  hMBxlf  with  a  letter  from  a  young 
who  vaa  sundiiig  (or  so  ercniog 
H  a  poUk  insthutiaii  la  London, 
arika^Mqanted  Earl  HarwoodlocaiiTastany 
«f  ife  gmwaon  witli  wboaa  be  cfaanced  to  be 
tmiodiag  a  hst  in  wfaicb  appeared 
i  vHXret  Cmdtoa. 

«hh  tioi  dorameat,  our  friend 
tboo^  with  aome  cau- 
ti  hu  earioaly — ibcj 
if  Qamstrtvt.  Tti 
■MM  4f  a^MBwa  had  htra  retarded  bj  both  j 
■irw'  « a  qaeKkn  of  oannderdile diSimlt^, : 
*■  XW  at  War*  bring  ibe  t^ular  answer  to  afll 
^id  our  adventurer  had  determined] 
Mr-  Caritoo  honw  to  dinner,  and  walk  | 
'  after  biu  into  the  bouse :  a  plan  vhkh ' 
;  Ar  MMre  easOj  aceotnplisfaed,  as  th«  tnilk- 
to  slop  at  the  door  at  the  sauie 
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instant,  fsroiired  the  nuwceuvK,  b;  fogagba^ 
the  &U«n(ion  of  tbe  stupid  maiil,  who  aaeireretl 
ber  nuAtcr't  knock.  What  paMcd  bdwecn 
llwtD,  we  have  no  buaioew  to  know.  31r.  Har^ 
wood  would  Dot  teU,  aad  Mr.  Carltoii  did  not ; 
ertn  Mrs.  Colbj's  in<;«iuity  oould  not  extract 
more  from  tbe  crest-fallen  King,  than  that  the 
interriew  liad  been  short  and  decisive,  (indeed, 
having  been  watclting  him  from  her  window  with 
Dr.  Fenwick's»top- watch  in  her  hand,  she  knew 
that  (he  time  which  «lB|>ce(i  between  his  stealthy 
entrance  and  his  rapid  exit  was  exactly  four 
minutes  niid  rorty-lhrec  second^,)  and  itiat  Mr. 
Carlton  was  a  brute  t  Upon  which  encourage- 
ment, Mrs.  Colby  forthwith  took  up  tlw  ^ 
ciety't  documents,  and  marched  over  the  way 
benelf— curious  perhaps,  to  know  what  »ort  of 
brute  she  might  find  him. 

The  lady  was  aduiitted  witbotit  difliculty, 
and  found  iH-r^cIf,  with  a  facility  which  «he 
bad  not  expected,  and  which  put  )ier  a  good 
deal  out  of  lier  piny,  itt  (lie  presence  of  Mr. 
Carlton,  nod  compelled  by  hia  manner  to 
plunge  at  once  into  the  affair!)  of  the  charity. 
,VA  penny  wcicty  !"  exclaimed  bet Jnji»)^^vittl  frO 
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expreMHia  of  sucaum  whidi  only  a  long  habit 
ot  Kwrn  can  give  to  any  lips ;  "  you  oome  fin-  a 
pcnuy  !iul)ikcript»on  !  Madam,  I  liave  juM  had 
the  houour  of  a  viut  from  a  gcnllemaD,  who  is, 
he  Iclls  OK,  called  King—  King,  doubtless,  of 
the  Busybodies !  Do  not  compel  me  to  tell  a 
tady  tlwt  she  is  well  fitted  to  b«  rhcir  Quvcd." 

And  Mrs.  Colby  futmd  it  convenient  lo  take 
tip  her  paper.H  and  march  off,  as  her  luckless 
predecessor  had  done  before  her. 

From  this  time  Mr.  Carlton  continued  in- 
accessible and  unmolested,  holding  intercounw 
with  none  but  the  poor  of  the  place,  whom  he 
relieved  with  great  munificeiKe  and  wmo  c»- 
price.  He  was  evidently  a  uinn  of  fortune  and 
education;  of  retired  and  studious  habits,  of 
very  good  principles,  and  very  bad  teiii|icr 
(soured  probably  by  some  domestic  calamity, 
for  it  is  our  Kngliiih  way  to  ipuirrcl  wiih  the 
whole  world  if  injured  by  one  individual); 
and  RE  the  UeJford  people  got  ummI  to  hiti  oddi> 
tie*,  and  ceased  to  watch  hi«  comings  and 
goings,  and  he,  in  his  turn,  came  to  regard  tho 
persons  amongitt  whom  he  lived  no  more  than 
the  [NUMng  and  unobsei'vant  crowds  of  London ' 
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or  Piri^those  nuffhty  stmnu  of  human  Itfo, 
atnoDgst  which  an  bolntvil  individual  )>  but 
as  a  drop  of  water  in  a  great  river,— >hiK  di^liku 
to  bdng  seen  ioaenaibly  wore  awav.  anil  he 
walked  in  and  out  of  his  hooM'  ax  fVr^ty  and 
quietly  at  hi*  nei^hours. 

Itwaaiiow  more  than  f»ur  years  since' the 
Kiolaya  had  left  Brlford,  and  little  bod  bovn 
heard  of  them  during  tlivir  aliMmnt.  Poor  Nati 
who,  at  hi«  lieight  of  popularity,  had  won 
only  the  undesirable  distinction  of  hcinj;  likixl, 
but  not  estMmcd  even  by  tht-  tlionf;htl<^», 
whilst  by  the  sober-minded  he  was  universally 
condemned,  bad  burn  »uwei-dod  by  nnothvr 
"  good  ftfliow"  amutigst  the  parties  which  he 
frequented,  whose  newer  son^  and  fresher 
jokes  had  entirely  eflaced  the  memory  of  their 
old  boon  companion — such  arc  the  fricndshigM 
of  men  of  pleasure  1 — whilst  bin  wife,  tliouf^ 
uniTersally  respected,  had  shrunk  so  eomplctely 
from  every  sort  of  intimacy,  that,  amongst  ber 
many  acquaintances,  there  was  not  one  who 
lived  with  her  upon  more  familiar  tvrms  than 
In  implied  by  a  polite  inlorchanf^  of  visits. 
W^-wi^ra  ^c  bod  many,  friends  she  liud 
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none;  and  almost  the  firet  tidings  that  were 
hoard  of  her  in  Belford  during  thoM  three 
yoari  were,  that  she  had  returned  there  a 
widow  ;  that  her  husband  had  died  after  a 
tdiidUN  iltiieHH  ;  and  tliat  she  herself,  in  a  state 
of  failing  health  and  utter  poverty,  bad  arrived 
in  the  town,  accompanied  only  hy  Hcttcr,  had 
taken  a  «^a)l  lodging  nearly  op]H»ite  her  own 
old  house,  and  ialended  to  support  herself  by 
needlework. 

Why  she  chose  for  her  f^ace  of  abo<Ic  a  spot 
sowell  calculated  to  revive  melancholy  recol- 
lections, can  be  accounted  for  only  on  tlic  jwin- 
ciple  which  none  can  understand,  hut  all  have 
felt,  that  endears  to  us  the  scene  (^  pa&l  suffer- 
ing. This  WHS  undoubtetlly  htx  chief  reason; 
although  !tli«  winclinies  said  to  herself,  with  de^ 
poralc  calmness,  "  This  is  my  parish,  and  I  will 
not  give  the  oter«eer>  the  trouble  of  removing 
mc  in  case  I  am  compelled  to  apply  to  Utom." 
Another  cause  for  her  fixing  in  Belford  might 
be  found  in  it«  being  the  residence  of  a  favou- 
rite old  servant,  now  a  reepeetable  mantun- 
makor  in  the  town,  who  was  likely  to  be  useful 
to  her  in  procuring  employment,  and  to  whom, 
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in  faM  or  her  ovn  dmlh,  iJie  could  entruKi 
Ibe  child  of  licr  pitr  nod  licr  luve  —  Imt  own 
dear  Hnter. 

p   Through  this  attached  utd  siTvanl, — why  did 
I  lay  thai  tht  had  no  fricod  in  Bi^lford?— it 
waa  aooD  made  known  to  the  ladies  of  the  place 
*that  Mrs.  Kinla^  doclioed  all  visiting  aod  all 
aaaistancf,  but  would  be  thankful  for  imii|>1oj- 
uent  at  her  omllc,  at  the  ctiHtumary  rate  of 
payment ;  and  she  and  Heater  (her  zealout  and 
■lott  cfRcient  assistant)  wore  toon  in  full  occu- 
pation ;  any  iatcrTal  in  the    eapply  of  plaJn- 
mtk  (always    to  precarious)   being  oupplied 
'  dreMes  or  millinery,  to  begin  or  to  finish, 
the  (hop  of  their  humble   but    faithful 
Hcnd  Mrs.  Boyd. 
Hi-«ter,  for  whom  Mrs.  Ktnlay  fell  that  the 
sacrificed  much,  and  whom  she  loved  ell 
ie  better  for  that  sacrifice,  was  a  mort  «wcet 
uul  gt-ntle  creature.    Tall  of  her  age — slender 
and  graceful,  though    rather  with  a   bending 
willowy  gnioc — tlian    the  erect  deportment  of 
the  dancing-school — with  a  profusion  of  curling  . 
dartiened  into  the  soft  colotir  of  the  ripe 
e1-nut,  a  skin  fair  and  polidied  as  that  of 
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lli«  garden-lily,  a  hi^h  open  forehead)  a  mild 
grey  eye,  and  a  c-heek  pale  until  tAw  spake  wr 
timilc-J,  itiid  tlM'n  gluwing  with  ibe  very  tint  of 
the  inaidfU-blusli-roBC :  all  this — and,  above  ull 
this,  that  smile  so  full  of  (cndcmvM  oikI  xwtw 
I1V9S,  and  thut  tiiuid  inuiDcr,  and  tliat  low  an' 
pleudiiig  voice,  vrer e  irreMatihly  charming.  And 
her  mind  was  as  charming  as  her  jK-rson. 
Wholly  unaccomplished,  since  fur  accotnpliah'- 
nienls  iiic  hjtd  liiul  no  time,  iihe  had  yet  ii. 
the  great  and  solid  advantage  of  the  *ocivty 
a  refined  and  cultivated  wonian,  who  talLcil 
her,  not  as  a  child  to  be  iiMtructed,  but  as  a 
companion,  to  whom  she  was  pouring  out  l 
fullncBs  of  her  own  knowledge  and  infomuitiui 
uud  unlocking  the  zktnreti  of  n  memory  rich,  abovi 
all,  in  the  highest  poetry  of  our  language.  Ev' 
the  drudgery  nf  the  quill,  had  luid  its  use  i 
Hesler't  educatioD,  first  by  forming  her  mi 
to  habiu  of  patient  attention,  and  then  byl 
allowing  her,  when  the  mystery  was  oonquvw 
and  the  ta«k  of  copying  ws»  become  merely 
nMchanicnl,  long  intervalK  for  ailatt  though 
So  that,  at  little  more  than  thirteen  years 
ag«,  her  reflective  and  aomewttat  imaginative 
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charactiT  had  tlw-  nnitiirity  of  Iwcnly;  those 
circumt>taiice!>  of  her  .tiiuation  wliich  woiiUl 
be  commonly  called  diaadTantages  having  acted 
upon  her  mind  as  the  wind  and  rain  of  March 
u))on  ih«  vjoiel,  Kt  run gt honing  the  flower,  and 
raitiiug  it  into  a  richer  lint  and  a  more  exceed- 
ing fra^anc?. 

Her  piraturv  in  rcturninf^  to  Bclfonl,^"  to 
the  country,"  as  slie  fondly  called  it— was  exces- 
sive- ActuBtooied  to  fresh  air  and  clear  sunny 
light,  the  closeness  and  ^loom  of  London  Itad 
waned  to  double  the  labour  to  which  she  had 
been  condemned;  and  to  inhabit  again  a  Hireet 
oo  the  very  ont»kirts  of  the  town,  in  which 
tlime  ininulea'  run  would  lead  her  through  the 
by-lane  t>hc  knew  so  well,  into  the  beautiful 
meftdoirs  and  pastures  of  the  Dairy  Farra,  waa 
a  ble««ing  for  wtiieh  ithi-  could  never,  she 
thotight,  be  suSicicDtly  grateful.  A  few  "  natu- 
ral tears  alie  shed"  to  the  memory  of  her  kind 
protectw — her  father,  as  she  had  been  taught 
to  call  bini ;  but  for  herself,  and  even  for  her 
dear  mother  (for  '*  niulher"  wae>  the  fund  name 
hy  which  she  had  always  been  permitted  to 
addmt-Ui'S-- Knilay),  »l>c  wan  full  of  hope. 
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"  The  air  would   restore   that  dur  mother'! 
health,  and  she  slmiild  he  able  (o  oufvport  ibem 
both— rhe  wa«  xure  the  tbould.     Ualf  an  hour** 
rtiti  iu  the  tielda  and  Unea  in  iho  early  inom«j 
ing,  or  in  tlie  dusk  of  twilight,  and  a  long,  i^fogi 
rAniblc  every  Sunday  aftcmoon,   vmild   maki 
h«r  strong  enough  for  any  exertion ;  she  wishitl 
her  dear  mother  would  let  her  work  only  furJ 
one  week  witlvout  helping  her — she  was  sure 
the  could  ketr[)  theoi  both."     And  as  she  taxA 
this,  her  sweet  face  gladdened  and  glowed  with 
her  eani«siiie»>,   the  sad  expreMioD  vanished, 
and  &he  loukiti  as  happy  and  as  hopeful 
»he  really  felt. 

Neither  she  nor  Mrs.  Kinlay  had  made  any 
inquiry  respecting  titeir  opjiositv  neighbour, 
the  occupier  of  the  houte  where  thry  had  lived 
for  so  many  years.  Their  landlady,  a  wdl-in 
unliom-d  hut  very  comuwn  person,  was  not  of 
a  cU>«  to  tempt  them  into  any  commutiiration 
on  a  subject  so  painful  and  ao  aftectttig ;  and 
Mrs.  Boyd— who  had  lived  with  Mrs.  KinUy 
from  chihlhood,  had  i}n-Mcd  her  coming  to 
Belford,  and  had  engaged  for  her  her  present 
lodging,    with    a   vague    intimation    that  *h« 
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fliQiight  tlie  (itUBtion  would  be  benefidni,  and 
hop«tl  licr  tlenr  miatress  would  Dot  object  to  its 
Tictnily  to  bw  fonner  dwelling — had  never  en* 
Itivd  on  the  subject.  Tni  dnv*  had  passed 
without  their  happening  to  see  their  inisan- 
ihropic  nngbboiir,  when  one  hrij^it  autumn 
morning,  (for  il  w«»  early  in  October  ihnt  tlwy 
arrived  in  (jtiecn-slreet,)  Hester  tiitting  at  work 
at  the  open  window,  her  laodUd;  and  Mrs. 
Kinlay  being  both  in  the  room,  sair  him  issue 
from  his  own  door  followed  by  the  beautiful 
Italian  greyhound,  and  exclaimed  at  its  resem- 
blance to  her  own  regretted  pet,  her  faithful 
Juliet:  "Never  was  ouch  a  likeneas !"  cried tilie; 
"  look  !  dear  mother  l  only  look ! " 

"  It*»  Mr.  Cariton  and  hi*  dog— Romeo,  I 
Hunk  they  call  him,"  oheerved  the  Undlady, 
advancing  to  the  window. 

"  Roineo  !  bow  itraiige !  my  dog't  name  was 

Juliet,"  replied  Hester.     **  Uo,  deareHt  mother, 

come  and  see  how  like  this  little  dog  is  to  her 

all   her  pretty  wayit.     See   how   he   frisks 

^ound  hiK  master  and  jumps   almost  into  his 

arias!     Pmy  look '." 

And  turning  round  to  dcniAnd  still  roore 
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SS6  HESTEB. 

'  lin.  Kkik/s  aUvntioe,  ibc  uw  bo' 
back  in  her  cbtir  pale  and  motionlos, 
iiihwiBt    <B  vladi  ibe  h&d  bLt-n   cm^' 
Utoi  final  ber  brnds,  and  her  irbole 
aod  allrtDdg  be^Kftking  lk;r  in«bi> 
Stf  tm  tpaX  OT  oavr.     ^be  had  not  &ioi«d< 
amA  jet  iha  aetaad  aeandjr  eomciou*  of  it 
cH^sa  tf  paar  Hater,  or  of  hn-  dTofls  lo^" 
I  roMK  bcr.      Her  fir^t    articulate 
■  6om  to  lee  Mn.  Bo;d;  and  bv 
tbc  iBBe  aba  amred,  Mn.  Kinlajr  waa  miIE-' 
daatlT  csikcted  to  aend  the  anxious  girl  for  a 
«aa««bilat  ^eaawwd  in  pnvate  with  tbeiri 
:  but  bilbful  fnend. 

rmiU  "i  tfais  coasultanon  was  a  Uiagi 
iHKr  aciUiS  bv  Mrs.  KinLaT  aod  dcspsldied' 
to  ibc  ppil  wMt»  by  Un.  Bojd ;  and,  until  tbe 
f^;  «ran<d  so  the  kcobJ  wocwiig,  an  eri- 
dcat  incRaav  uf  iUness  aod  agitation  on  th« 
|ia«t  of  tbv  writrr. 

Ttuk  iv|U,Y  rutuiklej  of  a  lar«e  pnckrt,  ap. 
|iarvulU-.  a»   Ilrtter   ibou^t  frtim  a  triui»icnt : 
yUapc  which  «be  was  too  delicate  to  repeal,  of" 
h«r  dour  nHtbw'a  uwn  letter  rrturiKd  triib  two 
or   thrvr  UtM«  iu    lh«    enrcfepe.      >\'luiloTer 
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might  be  the  contents,  the  effect  was  exqui^  • 
sitcly  painful  I  Inured  as  the  unhappy  Ladj 
liad  long  been  to  suffering,  this  strc^e  seemed 
the  most  severe  of  any  ;  and  Hester  could 
Marcely  rcprefts  the  affectionate  anxiety  which 
prompted  ber  twenty  times  a  day  to  implore 
thai  this  nL-w  grief  mi^^lit  be  confided  to  her. 
Someway  or  o(l)cr  she  could  not  avoid  connect- 
ing it  in  her  own  mind  with  Komeo  and  his 
master ;  ahe  even  thought  that  the  name  of 
Cftriton  came  across  her  ns  a  sound  once  fanii* 
liar;  Hk  could  not  recall  wlini  she  hiid  beard 
it,  or  where— ihe  trace  on  her  memory  wa*  faint 
and  indistinct  as  the  recollection  of  a  dream — 
but  assuredly  the  name  waa  not  new  to  her. 
Again  and  again  vias.  she  on  the  point  of  making 
some  inquiry  either  of  Mrs.  Kinlay  or  of  Mrs. 
Boyd  ;  but  respect  in  t)ie  one  instance  and  deli- 
cacy in  llic  other — and,  above  all,  tin-  curly  aiul 
salutary  habit  of  self-restraint — withheld  her 
fixun  touching  on  tlie  subject.  The  only  ap> 
prouch  to  it  that  she  ventured  was  a  remark 
on  the  singular  coioci<lence  of  name  in  the 
two  dogs:  "Komeo  and  Juliet — surely  it  was 
Blunge!" 


**  Belk  an  ammmea  ntsae*  tw  Italian  grey^ 
ili%.  Kulajr**  quiet  ntply ;  and 
betveen  tbem. 
ChfMtMMfc  ^)fin»chei),  and 
iks  irafiA  haMh  faccaae  man  aad  nwre  pre- 
^ri  Arir  vnitcd  bboun  (althougli 
ftH)  bccuBc  raocv  aod  more  inndc- 
tkr  ad&iaa^  expoises  of  winter  and 
Mn.  Smimy,  wbrae  bocrd  of 
had  b«cs  Dcariy  exhausted 
%  ^  hag  ifcaa  aad  tbe  burid  of  tm-  hu»- 
■■■  di»paKid  «fca  cf  bcr  laoe*  and 
iaf  bat  mere  oecanriet 
Hotar,  md  «  vol]  but  boiuti* 
MaadnladMti^taler— t]!wla»t  gift,  as  sht 

IW  («MW«*  Md  HertK*8  inoHaanI  Ubours 
hqpt  dMi  Amm^  tlM  dark  nontlu ;  for  thv 
IMwdddfaMadlhat  N'ovcoibn-.and  December, 
aad  Jaonanr  oouU  be  d«rk  even  out  of  Laa> 
ikn  :  ukd  tbe  viater  paased  any  untnarked 
bT  aajr  uefurreoce,  except  tbe  fbnDation  of  a 
warm  aad  Uuiofc  Cricfid&hip  between  herself 
aud  RoBwa  One  dar,  bj  mnr  stnoge  acci- 
d«ui,    the  j^nKvful    little   cnature,    shy   and 
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thnid  M  a 'birn,  had  lo«t  M»  nuut«f,' Bfluied 
him  in  some  of  the  booksellen'  and  printaeU«r^ 
ithaps  thai  he  frequcntrd ;  and  when,  after  • 
ftiritlMS  iieiirdi,  he  addrcvscd  himself  Jn  distirtt 
and  perplexity  to  the  ta»k  of  finding  his  way 
borne,  he  eRCountered  a  tribe  of  ruAty  urehim, 
the  pests  of  the  streets,  ripe  for  miscliief,  who 
aceing  ihc  poor  little  animal  panting  and 
breatlileis  for  fear,  nurmunded  it  touting  and 
hooting,  hallooed  their  own  curs  tip<Hi  it, 
duucd  it  as  if  it  ha<l  been  a  wild  bea»t,  and 
finally  followed  it  up  the  street  trith  the  cry  of 
"  A  wad  dog !" 

Id  this  plight,  Hester,  going  to  the  chemist's 
tor  medicine,  met  the  worried  and  brirjldcred 
little  creature,  who  on  her  calling  "  Komeo  !" 
came  to  her  at  once,  and  sprang  into  her  arms ; 
and  little  as  the  slight  gentle  girl  seemed  cn\- 
cufated  to  encounter  the  small  mob  of  m)»- 
chievous  boys  already  cmiilnting  the  i»ero  of 
Hogarth's  Progress  of  Cruelty,  and  promising 
eandidatos  for  a  similar  catastrophe,  yet,  strong 
in  womanly  scorn  and  righteous  indignation, 
rfie  8uccce<l«l  in  rescuing  her  trembling  pn)teg6 
and  kept  hi*  punuers  at  l>ay  until,  stilt  carry. 


geo 
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ing  him  in  bcr  anas,  s)ic  took  refuge  witli  tier 
frighieiiod  clurgc  in  a  ri-fjiectable  shop.  There 
she  sat  down  wiih  him  in  ber  Tap,  and  soothed 
and  caressed  tiim  until  liisfi.-ar  seemed  lost  in  love 
and  f;rntilu(tcr  to  his  fair  preserver.  Thtg*  are 
grent  [ihyMOgnomi»ts — that  is  admitted  on  all 
bands ;  tbey  are  also  voi<:c-fanders ;  and  Romeo 
sbowetl  his  discriuiinalion  in  both  tbtiie  points, 
by  bHug  nvvrr  weary  uf  looking  at  his  new 
friend's  sweet  face,  or  of  listening  to  ber  inelo. 
diutijt  tones.  I'liey  were  obl)};>cd  to  part,  for 
Hester  felt  it  a  point  of  duty  to  return  him  as 
speedily  a»  might  be  to  the  master  who  seemed 
to  love  nothing  vlw  in  tlio  world,  and  aooord- 
ingly  she  took  him  to  the  door  before  he  had 
been  even  misiiedi  but  from  that  moment  an 
attachment  of  the  warme»l  kind  was  catabtisfaed 
between  tlwm.  Romeo  loved  Hester  «•  the 
inoit  grateful  of  all  animaU  loves  those  who 
haw  served  liim ;"  and  Hester  loved  Romeo 
with  that  still  stronger  and  murr  delightful 
Mfltvlion  uhirh  a  yuung  and  generous  girl  feela 
fur  one  whtwn  she  has  served, 

I'ndtff  tho  guidance  of  this  tcntinienl,  it  wa^ 
*  VW«  SAW  at  Om  tod  oribc  itotj^. 
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quite  extraordinary,  considcnng  Iww  litUe 
either  party  went  otit,  titat  they  should  so  often 
contrive  to  meet  each  other.  Romeo  naiched 
for  Hester,  and  Heetcr  watched  for  Roturo.  It 
was  an  innocent  ronuuicv,  u  rare  inttance  of  a 
clandestine  inliTcouDH'  without  guilt  or  shani& 
Whether  Mr.  Carlton  knew  of  their  meetings,' 
never  appeared.  Mrs.  Kinlay  did,  and  felt  « 
pleasure  which  few  things  now  could  give  her 
when  Romeo  bouivded  vip  stairs  with  Heeler  to 
pay  h«r  a  viut.  Frugal  as  they  wer^i  denying 
tbemselveN  all  but  necebaaries,  they  coidd  not 
resist  thv  Icuiptalion  of  keeping  a  supply  of  the 
delicate  biscuits  which  thai  choice  and  fragile 
taoe  of  dogM  are  known  tu  prefer  to  any  other' 
food;  and  Romeo,  however  difficult  to  coax 
into  eating  at  his  own  home,  never  refused  the 
cates  prepHrcd  for  him  by  the  fair  Itaiuls  of  l)i» 
new  friends.  It  was  a  very  :^iigulur  and  very, 
genuine  attachment.  i 

The  winter,  although  gloomy,  had  been  mild  i 
atid  even  in  the  Christmas  wwk  Hester,  who 
knew  every  dell  where  the  starry  primrose 
grew,  and  every  hedge-row  where  the  violet 
bloMonedt  had  y,l^«f^d  U,>e  ^c|f-i|^9m  of  Mrs. 
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Knk;   by  «   UmpLj  of  primnaet;    wfatbt 
dmiag  the  «bolr  of  Ffebruu;  ebe  had  contriv- 
ed Id  Smd  on  MHithcm  banks,  and  in  nooks 
boa  abnosl  vnry  wind,  covcfed  hj 
gass   or    couchiii);    amoogst    than 
nrlv^  »  fcv,  and  a  very  (ev,  rarl^  vie 
m  limit  fVMi  &o«cn  know  aud  ohej  il 
Hd  althou^  «Q  ocottkinal  straggler,] 
I9  ihe  ■Mlcw  of  the  weaiher,  maf^J 
-  itmA  wa  dbf.  yet  tW  cowaUaB  muJihude.  ifi9 
■■K«rftl(nM  UoBMnt  (unlike  ibc  priinrase^ 
pnmdid   not   checked    b^  tntt,   will 
Ibe  pMad  IB  ■ad-wmur,)   rrKrtn  its. 
I  tts  exqiMMK  pafune  for  its 
ttVmdk.    AmI  ■»*  Uaidi  b«i 
IgnualaaApnl;  and. 
■ocb  nnied  bj  ibo 
and  Ae  brtk  iapdae 
Iv  ibe  breath  of  Spring, 
Kiana  U  win  her  into  walk- 
fine  Snnday  aa  far  w  the 
y^i  ^t^tj  y^am,  nvwlet  loandd 
In  aU  the  worU,  but 
ttoHokr.  liiJ.ijlwdfdloher,  «d 
tbt-  MnAw  of  gatharing  nolMs 
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in  bis  hedge-FOirs.  Tti«  &nt  tUy  that  Hhe  had 
attempted  to  reTifiit  h«r  old  haunts,  &he  had 
found  the  high-boardod  gate  vliicJi  separated 
the  atr«ct  from  ibc  lane— a  bye  Inne  ninning 
along  tlie  nde  of  Mr.  Carltou's  premises  then 
windiDg  bel^rceii  a  double  r»ir  of  tall  dms,  aad 
opeoing  into  the  rich  enclosures  of  the  l>airy 
Fonn — ilie  hatl  found  the  gate  triply  lacked, 
and  had  been  seen  peeping  wistfully  through 
the  l»rrter  by  Gilea  Cousins,  the  niilkmaa 
aforesaid— who  had,  and  not  without  having 
fairly  earned  the  title,  the  reputation  of  being 
the  veriest  churl  in  B<-lford — in,  as  it  seetned,  the 
least  auspicious  moment  that  could  have  been 
cbosen  for  such  an  encounter,  imumudi  u*  he 
was  in  the  very  act  of  driving  before  him  a 
small  rabUe  of  riotous  boys  whom  he  had 
oauglit  breaking  his  fences  in  search  of  a 
gleaning  of  hanel-DUts.  The  young  imps  (iKMne 
of  that  same  band  of  nrVr-do<wcll  urchins 
who  subsequently  signaUzeil  tliem&elves  in  the 
attack  on  poor  Uomeo)  resisted  amain,  ecrconi- 
tng,  and  shouting,  and  struggling  in  al)  mnnner 
ol  ways ;  but  Giles  Cousin",  armed  with  the  long 
Olid  powerful  whip  with  which  be  wu>  nccua- 
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to  ^lAir  ttgtAtr  ■  tribe  of   nnnily 

(BO  BVT  for  ttw  grallnneD.     Hi* 

:  ••  the  ^tm,  onlocked  it,  and  (hran 

iM»  the  mnrt.     H«m- «ts  tncckir 

bat  die  ane  Mroag  hand  that 

o«  «o  nughW,  kimliy 

gorikgiiL  aad  df«w  bcfio!     "W^ 

At  k  gremm  I    Daa>  jpcni  go,  Mim ; 
i^  VB«  |ta>.     Too  Imtb  «  rigbti  *ur«,  to 
■fcmCT«  7«i  chosw:  aod  to  h&« 
hwd  ahr  ««  cnw  to  BHford: 
ywa  s  k«T,  lo  Vl  vounc^f  in  aa 
ttr.    The  cows  are  as  tjuirt  as 
tarn  W;  aarf  »  daaM  will  be  glad  to 

gfad  ApH 
M  ser  TOM  befc  afjaili.'^  < 
he  -wiMa  hie 
•««v  Emm  Heehrr'a  teoifal  thanks  j 
Aiif  *     alw  WMEt   have   known    har 
•p  w  Idomim,  tf  •  fciad  *anl  bmJm 
Aarf  ineh  a  fvem  hHadoB  OMtum; 
»!  jttBl  as  bam)n»>ioakiMr  aa  wben  il 
»  k%bw  Itea  that  dock.'  (fa^inata( 
at  tbr  Mtaagraowd  weed)  **  which 
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Jmk  ToBBis  oMgfat  to  b*  wdi^aoi  vt 
tor  not  hmnag  pulbd  np.  paaiag  it  ■>  be 
c*cijr  oKft  ngbn  ■wl  Maraiiigf  sad  beng  loM 
of  it  six  timea  ■  «wk  inio  tlw  barpun.  Vver 
Miu  Hntrrf*  oootinDcd  Oiln,  haring  bj  b 
manful  haul  eucceakd  in  eradtcaiti^  his 
tough  aod  obMOMle  atetay,  and  lettini;  bis 
tbougbu  Sow  a^n  talo  their  kiodijr  cbaaaH — 
**  poor  Miss  H«9t«r !  I  mutt  get  atjr  iiii»tre«s 
to  Nod  her  a  pat  of  butter  no*  atul  then, 
nd  a  few  applee  from  the  old  orchard ;  and 
we  mud  manage  to  ;^t  her  and  roadam  to 
take  a  drop  of  uailk  night  and  moniiDg.  We 
tball  never  miss  it :  and  if  we  did  miss  it,  it's 
DO  nior«  ihao  we  ought  to  do-  1  shall  aerer 
forgvi  how  main  kind  poor  madam  was  to 
tny  mi«treM  and  mc  wheti  we  lo«t  our  little 
Sally.  To  my  mind,  Miw  Hester  favours 
Sally  —  only  ahe'd  ntore  delicate,  like.  Wc 
mu&t  send  her  the  key  and  the  applec,  and 
manage  about  the  milk." 

And,  with  a  downright  heartiness  and 
honcvty  of  kindmnts  that  Mrs.  Kinlay  could 
not  resist,  the  affair  of  the  milk,  90  great  a 
comfort  to  an  invalid,  was  managed ;  and  Mr». 
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( gntffiil  ■•  ber  htts-Und. 
the  «Mr  bocT  of  HmIft's 
• «»  dv  daU  «bo«>  they  had  lasi— 
m  bToufiu, — ibo  had  ran 
la  MS  tben  as  often  at 
,  atk  elaa^  wis  >he  occupinj, 
K4air*s  botidav  occurrtd 
nnJk  far  dHV  wsbo.  Her  but  vi^t 
at  ^  tk«t  S^i^y  McniDg,  wIk-o — id 
F  ap  1^  itd*  fuA,  that  led  from  ihr 
b»t»wa  two  bordore  Ihtckly 
ti  tmammn  «f  ibc  rich  red 
V  Tind  as  ikne  colour*  in  old 
tbe  MCRt  of  producing  which 
^  ,^  tB  bt  IhI  Doa-a-dan.  (IvHdlr  Nature 
mj,  yi9  t^  SKSTts,)  alumatiiig  with  tuft» 
aad  of  the  pretty  plant 
br  thr  COMMIT  pafle  the  milk-Uoaaon, 
fac^c4  frs<  br  «  raw  of  slodit  and  wall, 
■d  dxa  br  a  taBcr  roojEe  of  gooce- 
1  11  IMP*  halves  jint  ttcaling  into 
Swdh-.  in  wrinng  al  the  rvUic  pordi 
^  svwt-britf  w»»  pnttii^  forth  in 
bfwdi  drawn  out  b;  the  bright 
•  tDsbdMT  shower, — Hester 
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hoa  Mt  in  its  fnUcvt  iorer  the  s««ct-i>- 
flurocc  of  the  >if««i«»t  of  ihc  wmaaat^  ad 
btd  (irtcrmined,  if  poBofale,  to  pcnuatk  Mn- 
KioUt  idU)  parUidng  ixr  wafoymttat,  «o  lu- 
at  (east  »  ber  alRnfrifa  would  perrail,  by 
^ting,  if  tMH  to  the  dwelling  ib^lf.  at  kati 
lata  mme  of  the  oeamt  meadows  of  the  I>Mnr 
Farm. 

iwAt  tbe  iMUatt  of  the  wdlt,  Hester  found 
with  delight  thai  her  expcninent  bad  suc- 
ceeded beyood  her  expectation-  The  day  was 
delicious — bright,  sunny,  brreiy,— for  the  light 
and  ptea&ant  air,  though  adll  on  the  wintry-  side 
of  the  vernal  equinox,  was  too  Tnil<l  aiid  halmy 
to  deserve  the  name  of  wind, — and  her  dear 
votnpanion  sectned  to  fcrl  in  its  fullest  extent 
the  delightful  exhilaration  m  finely  described 
hy  Oray,  aho,  a(  all  the  poets  of  hi&  own  stmic- 
whai  arliBcial  liute,  has  best  succcctlcd  in 
bringing  strikingly  and  vividly  before  us  the 
cotumon^st  and  ino!.t  faniiUnr  feelings  of  our 

nature : 

*'  Sm  ibe  wraick  ihat  loiig  hu  tott 
Omhc  ihomy  bed  of  psin 
Al  lenglh  r«ji»ir  hii  viapur  Icot, 
""    '    '        And  bteUh*  and  nalk  ngnia : 
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Tholmplcit  note  ihat  iwalb  Uic  o\e, 
llie  common  »un,  the  ut,  th«  ikiet, 
t* '  To  liiln  ure  opening  pkraidtW."  ""  ' 

-*  I'mfinaHr^  Ode  on  fAc  Piroaun*  itriting  fr^m 

I'itimindc, —  Mifioit't  IJjtty'Cnj/. 

Tlie  K-a«on  and  the  scenery  wrre  shkr  in 
harmony  wntti  tl>e  buoyant  senioUiiin*  of  re^ 
turniug  Iieallh.  The  glorious  Hun  vas  career* 
iDg  in  the  deep  blue  sky,  dappled  by  a  thou- 
sand llwcy  clouds  which  floated  at  a  distaDcr 
around  tho  bright  luminary  wiihoutt  for  a 
moment  dimming  bis  cfTulgenct':  the  sunhnuns 
glanced  between  Ilic  tall  trees  on  the  gni*>y 
margcnt  of  the  lane,  striking  on  the  shining 
garlands  of  the  holly  and  ivy  wiili  a  sparkling 
radiance;  glittering  through  the  dark  loaves 
of  the  bramble,  as  though  each  |Mtrticular  leaf 
w<Te  B  pendant  emerald ;  dirdling  with  a  pur- 
plish dudi  on  the  young  shoots  of  the  wood- 
bine; and  illumining  the  tender  given  of  the 
wintry  mosses,  and  the  pure  hues  of  tbe  pale 
priroro»;  and  the  crimson^lipped  daisy,  with  a 
mingled  brilliancy  and  delicacy  to  which  the 
mo«t  glowing  colouring  of  Kubetis  or  uf 
Titian  would  be  faint,  dim,  and  t>piritleu.     A 
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slender  brooklet  danced  sparklinff  by  the  road- 
ude;  young  lambfl  were  bleating  in  the  mea- 
dows; tlie  song-tUrubh  and  the  blackbird 
were  w)iii«tlin^  in  the  hedgerows  i  tlic  itkylnrk 
WW  chauiiting  overhead  ;  iinrl  the  whole  »ccne, 
animate  and  inanimate,  accorded  with  Mrs. 
Kinlay's  profound  and  devout  feeling  of  thanks 
fuliiMs  to  the  Providence  which,  dcprivuig  her 
of  artificial  luxuries,  had  yrt  rostor<.-d  her  to 
the  nijoynicnt  of  thr  ccmimoiM-ct  but  pureu 
gifts  bellowed  nn  man — the  ever-varjnng  and 
Dever-cloying  beaiilicK  of  Nature, 
■^he  walked  on  in  silence ;  beguik-d,  partly  by 
ihff  real  charm  of  the  scene  and  the  hour — the 
shallow  pool  on  the  top  of  which  the  long  grass 
went  trailing — the  vigorous  and  life-like  look 
of  the  Iesfl«^«s  elm,  into  which  one  might  almoKt 
st9  the  sap  mounting — ^the  long  transparent 
Rfmiys  of  the  willow,  seen  between  (he  eye  and 
th*  auobeams  like  rods  of  ruddy  light — the 
stamped  leaves  of  the  budded  cowdip — the 
long  wreathfi  of  ground-ivy  mingling  its  brown 
foliage  am!  piirpli;  flowers  with  the  viml  rttis 
and  pink.t  of  thi;  wild  geranium,  and  the 
Snowy    strawberry    hlo-iMim     lurking    in    the 
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>autherB  liedg«  j  and  parlly  hy  thoaghls  ftwcet 
yet  mournful — the  sweeter  |>erhap«  because 
mournful  of  fririuls  who  had  tnxidtrti  with  ber 
tbst  verv  jMth  in  by-f^K  years,  of  all  th«l  nhe 
had  fell  and  all  that  she  had  suffered  in  tliom 
ijuiri  wenes  ;^-when,  after  pauing  a  Int  of  ae|{> 
leclNl  irild  (tUnUtion,  where  the  tender  green 
of  the  young  larch  coulratted  with  the  dari 
add  dusLy  hue  of  the  Scotch  fir,  and  the  broiiii 
^MAths  of  the    horse-chestnut    just  buntioft 
into  leaf:    where  the  yelhiw   flowere  of  the 
feathery  broom  mingled  with  the  deeper  gold 
of   the  riddy-acented    func,   and    the  rarth 
was  carpeted  with  primrose*  springing  amidst 
layers  of  dropped  fir-cone* ;  —after  paaung  this 
wild   yet   picturp«iue   bit   of  soeoety,    which 
brought   still   morv   fully   to  rectdlection   the 
laulty  but   kindly  person  by  whom  the  little 
wood  had  been  planned,  ^>e  became  suddenly 
exhausted,  and  was  glad  to  sit  down  to  rest  on 
the  trunk  of  a  large  heech  newly  cut  by  the 
tido  of  the  lane,  whilst  Hester  passed  into  an 
•tQaoent  field  to  fill  her  basket  with  the  violets, 
whose  FX(|ut«itc  odour,  drawn  out  by  the  Nin, 
penetrated  through  the  hedge  and  perfumed 


2 


I 


HESTEK. 


an 


the  rii«ltciod  retreat  whidi  sin  had  <:tii>»cit. 
Sh«  »nk  inlo  her  lowly  ttcAt  with  a  (tkcid 
smile,  and  diuniutcd  lier  yitun^r  n[i<l  aUVclitm- 
ate  c»m|ianioQ  to  tier  pleasant  labour,  with  a 
charge  uot  to  hurry — to  ramble  where  she  liked, 
and  enjoy  the  beauty  of  the  Howcre,  and  Ok 
■unioer-like  feclinj;  of  the  light  and  fruf;t«nt 

"And  Hfulur,  as  »lte  boupded  like  a  fawn  into 
tbo«e  sunny  meadows,  abandoned  herself  to  « 
fulness  of  enjoyment  suvh  as  for  many  year* 
the  jHior  diihl,  *urroumI(.*d  by  divtrcts  and  dif- 
ficulty, and  tlimightful  far  btryond  her  years, 
had  not  esperjenced,  Kvery  sense  was  gratified. 
The  sunshine,  the  flowers,  the  hum  of  inscctx, 
the  song  of  birds,  the  delicious  hri-ath  of  spring, 
and,  mure  than  nil,  that  fi.-vlin|T — to  her  so  rare, 
tlie  unwonted  srnw  of  liberty  !  Well  sing*  the 
old  Scottish  poet  — 

ilO  I  "  All  I  rrecduni  )l  >  noble  tiling  I 

^-       .        f  rctxlom  makct  tnan  to  h>vt  likinu ! 
•ill    rd    i>-„      ,         „      ,  .         ' 

■-  FrcrdQin  all  solace  to  man  (tirw; 

mulir,   I  >  "He  liv«  al  *a>u  that  frMly  livH." 

j)i>;,  Babsss— J'As  Unict. 

.  And  Uester   tripped  along  the  meadow  a»> 

liglU  as  the  yelbv  butterfly  brought  into  life 
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hy  that  warm  sunshiaPr  uid  as  busy  as  ibe  bee 
wilKlrfing  from  bloaitum  tu  blouom.     it  wm  a 
lawn-like  neries  of  old  pastures,  divitled  by  deep 
ditches  fringed  by  two  or  three  of  the  wild  irre- 
gular plaDtatioDs,  edged  by  afaaggy  bits  ofmotfj 
paling,  which   1  have  attempted  to  describe;' 
and  dotted  about  by  littk  iBlands  of  fine  tim- 
ber trees  and  coppice-like  underwood,  the  na- 
liquc«  of  hodgeroivg  now  lung  cut  down,  brealr-- 
ing  and  aluio»t  conocnling  the  massy  buildii^af. 
the  towers,  ami  «pirea  of  the  town.     One  ahort 
bank,  crowned  by  high  ctma,  projected  s  litllel 
way  into  the  pastures  like  some  woody  headland, 
at  rig)it  angles  from  the  hedge  under  which  she 
wiiH  walking;   thv  hedge  ln-ing  thickly  M;t  with 
white  violetit,  tliote  *'pretty  datighleis  of  the 
earth  and  sun,"  wbiUt,  all  around  the  lofty  eltns^ 
the  very  ground  was  coloured  by  the  deep  pur 
which  forms,  perhaps,  llie  sweetest  variety 
that  sweetest  of  plants.     In  tl>e  hedgerow,  too, 
were  primroires  yellow  and  lilac  and  white, 
the   tiata  cuiiinionly  known  blossoming  under 
the  pearly   buds  of     the     blackthorn,    those 
"locked  buttons  on  the  genuued  trees:*  uad 
Htwtor,  as  she  stooped  to  fill  her  basket,  first 
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raueed  gnveljr  on  a  proUem  which  hiu  posed 
wiaer  hcadn  thui  Iti^rii,— the  myntery,  still  unex- 
plained, o(  the  colouring  of  tlow«rs — aiul  then, 
vilh  a  nntuml  tniiisitiom,  Rpplil^(l  hrrsolf  lo  r*> 
collecting  the  dilferent  epithets  given  to  ihete 
liloeMms  of  spring  by  the  greatest  of  pm-ts;  for 
Hunter  lorcd  poetry  with  an  inlensily  whidi 
might  bv  iuitl  to  have  fuirtly  furiniitl  her  cha- 
racter, sntl  to  hear  Mrs.  Kinlay  read  Shak- 
speore,  or  recite  some  of  the  stirring  lyrica  of 
bis  contemporaries,  had  been  the  chief  solace  of 
hor  moootnnous  labours. 

"  Pale  primrose  !"  said  Hester  to  herself, — 
••  upon  faint  primrose  beds"  —  "  vi«I<*i«  dim" 
— ""  the  nodding  riolet" —  What  pictures  !  and 
bow  oAen  he  returns  lo  tiiem,  bo  benutifulljr, 
and  so  fondly!  surely  he  must  have  loved 
them  i  And  be  speaks  of  the  robin,  redbreast, 
too !"  added  slw,  ii^,  startled  by  hur  gentle 
movifn«nls,  the  hen-bird  Hew  frfmi  Iut  cardess 
nMKsy  ncsl  In  a  slump  ot  hawthorn,  exhibiting 
her  fire  pale  eggs  with  red  spots,  lo  one  who 
would  not  have  hannwl  them  for  the  fee-aimple 
of  Belfon).  She  passeii  on  rapidly,  yet  cauti- 
ously, that  the  frightened  bird  might  the  sooner 
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Then  give  tlicm  >U  Ihc  lie ;" 


iGi 


I  ebe  was  aware  of  fuut^tepa  [lauking  along 
the  adjoining  lan«,  and  little  Komeo^  creejitng 
ihrougK  the  thick  hedge,  flung  himself  into  her 
anns.  , .'   .  ,,i. 

•SunDg  her  poetical  quotations  she  hid  g*- 
thorcd  Fvm  to  satiety  from  the  purjile  bank, 
«ad  bad  rettirnvd  to  the  hc<tgen>w  near  the 
gate  for  the  puqiuac  uf  cii)lecling  the  white 
Tiolels  which  grew  there  in  profunion ;  ho  that 
■he  was  now  nearly  oppoMte  the  ]>oint  where 
she  hod  left  Mrs.  Kinlny,  and  was  the  uninten- 
tioiul  auditressofa  conversation  which  cleared 
at  once  the  mystery  tliat  had  hitherto  hung 
over  Mr.  Carltun. 

The  first  nentence  that  she  heard  rooted 
'Hcitpr  to  the  spot.  lie  scpined  to  have 
passed,  or  to  have  intended  passing,  and  to 
hare  returned  on  wuie  ui>exp1aiiH-d  but  un- 
controllable impulse.  His  v«oe  w&«  at  first 
low  and  cnlm — studiously  calm,  though  not 
unkind,  but  iMcAmc  iminasMoned  as  he  pro- 
ceeded ; 

"  Elizabeth  !     No,  do  not  ri»c  !    Sit  down 
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■"  '**  Wh«nfarAini,tliea — being  such  as  he  wm^ 
>ou  deserted  me,  it  sccmrd  as  if  the  earth 
were  Einkinj;  under  my  feet,  na  if  the  ran  wcft- 
extiRf^iflMxi  in  ihc  heavens ;  books  cxmkI  tu 
internt  me — my  food  did  not  Douri«i),  my 
deep  did  not  refresh  mc — my  blood  was  turned 
to  gall ;  ]  Towed  Di-ver  to  »te,  to  pardon,  or  to 
Mucc»ur  you,  (for  well  I  knew  that  you  noufd 
•ooD  want  succour,)  whilst  you  remained  vith 
J,  and  acted  under  his  guidance;  and  hc«rt- 
tfck  and  miiierable,  I  left  tlie  home  in  which  we 
had  been  so  happy,  to  wander  over  the  world  in 
search  of  the  peace  mid  oblivion  which  I  fiailed 
to  find  :  and  then,  under  some  strange  and 
moody  influence,  1  settled  here,  in  the  spot 
that  1  should  most  have  avoided,  to  feed  my 
spirit  full  with  bitter  reoollectiont.  Klicabeth, 
those  tears  luiil  sobs  seem  to  rettpoud  to  my 
feelingH.  'I'hey  seem  to  say,  that  on  yotir  part 
niso  the  old  and  holy  love  of  near  kindred  sntl 
lung  lusocrulion  is  not  quite  forgotten?" 
» '"Oh,  Deter!   never!" 

—  "Why    not    then   acceJe  to    my   condition 

-*— my   einffle  condition,    and  return    with  me 

to  the  beautiful  aud  dncrtcd  home  of  our  com. 
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nwo  Mnn-stOTs,  its  beims  and  iti  mistrew^, 
Come  with  inc,  my  drannt  niece,  unci  be,  m 
rou  <Hioc  were,  my  cani|niiioD,  my   aloKmnv 
my  friend  !     Come  with  me,  m  the  cuonfiut  mad) 
kAmcc  ot  ny  old  age,  and  find  bealib  and  hap- 
piness io  the  abode  of  your  youth !      X^'hy 
should  you  hesitate  r" 
"  I  do  not  hesitate." 

"  tt  ia  but  to  diMUiM  Alt  daughter—  the 
ill^tiiuate  oflspring  of  a  low  and  liccDtioun 
patsion — ooe  whom  it  wa*  an  instilt  to  bring 
imto  coutad  with  liis  pure  and  cluslp  wife  t" 

**  Ottc  who  is  liertelf  all  that  is  pure  aad  in- 

THont,  aid  grnih  ami  good !     1  do  not  defend 

an  ovB  condocL      In  abudooiiig  you,  my 

^M  fadwr,  I  deserved  all  puniifameut. 

fliitwwiJj  M  I  iwve  suffered,  1  havt*  ftJt  ihr 

liwiiimmin  to  be  inerited.    But  if  I  were  to 

dMcrf  this  er|ib«n   child  —  iis  orphan  —  tlw 

jtMefbl^MMltreUld  who  bat  shared  all  my  sor- 

.  kat  aur«rd  ne  in  aeLoe«s,  ha>  worlLn)  lor 

ran  hndth  ;  it  I  ^era  tor  any  acridly  good— 

Sat  tltat  hat  of  all  bEe;i«uig»,  your  affeo- 

tM-Ho  c«<  ber  fnendlces  ami  hrlplm  upon 

t^  ««(H— 1  )^«>)«l  M*^  ''■X'*  fo*^  luict 
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monwni— •!  ^outd  sink  under  f;ri«f  sod  re- 
monel  What  would  become  of  Ikt,  growing 
as  ah«  ia  inlu  gudi  el<^nt,  such  mquisitt- 
Ixauty,  and  with  a  niin4  pure,  graceful,  and 
ddicBtc  sa  her  perMw?  What  would  bo  her 
fate  ?  Her  mother  has  lung  been  dead.  She 
has  im  kindred,  no  natural  friend — none  but 
myself,  poor,  feeble,  bclpleM,  wck,  and  dying 
as  1  am ;  but,  while  I  live,  I  will  never  abandon 
her — ^Dever !  never  ■  It  breaks  my  heart  to 
part  now  from  you.  But  I  cannot  de»ert  my 
Hester ;  as  you  hare  felt  for  me,  so  do  I  feel 
for  her.  l>o  iwt  ask  me  to  abandon  the  diild 
of  my  love !" 

**  1  adc  nothing.  I  offer  you  the  chmoe 
between  her  and  me-  I  am  rich,  Eliuibethi 
my  large  rotates  have  necumulated,  during  my 
long  absence,  tintil  I  can  hanlly  ccunt  my 
own  riche*;  nnd  you  are  poor — grievously 
poor-~thiiik  before  you  decide." 

"  I  hare  decided.  Poor  I  am — grievously 
[toor ; — but  In  giving  up  your  afTection,  1  re- 
sign mope  than  riches.  I  have  deeidwi — 1 
have  chosen -I  do  no*  hevilate.  But  say, 
Good  Vye !  Bid  Ood  bleu  me  !     Do  not  leave 


to  me  beron-  yoa.' 


1    iUy  yoa  be  bajku 
^  ;■■  1  God  fflr  ever  bli«s 

Mr.  Carltua  tnovo' 

bcud  that  bci 

Kmhj  MMifd  weep-' 

or-    Siactfaiq;  roM  ta 

li  M  if  it  voulil  itdTocab 

*  or.    SW  itj  upon  Ui* 

nk  bcr  litUc  baskd 

stdl  a  ha  arms  unlit 

'9   call,    0%KT-. 

tmd,  tben  «he 

the  twk 

opber  fcaU 

l^tWfcU,  tfaat,ir  Mr 
bar.  )^  Bugbt  oot  be 
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ber,  eaeh  wb.<i  suflSciently  composed  to  conct-al 
her  misi-ry  from  iho  ot)ier. 

On  the  Friday  of  llic  ensuing  week,  a  low 
and  timid  knock  was  heard  jiut  befotv  nutiMt 
at  the  bouse  of  Mr.  Carlton :  and  on  opening 
the  door,  the  huuwkei-pcr  wa«  at  oncv  nKto- 
nistivfl  and  pcrplrxrd  to  discover  Hiitlcr,  who 
inquired  gently  and  (irmly  if  ehi  could  iee  her 
master ;  and  who,  on  his  pas&iDg  accidentally 
through  the  hall,  settled  the  question  herself, 
by  advancing  with  a  mixture  of  decision  and 
modesty,  and  requesting  to  speak  with  him. 
Perplexed  even  more  tlian  his  wonilcrin^ 
housekeeper,  he  yet  found  it  im|)ot!aibIc:  to 
repulse  the  innocent  child  ;  and  leadinf;  the  way 
into  the  nearest  room,  he  sat  down  on  the  first 
chair,  and  moliouctl  for  hi-r  to  be  seated  also. 

It  hap)>eiied  that  this  room  was  the  one  in 
which  Mr*,  Kinlay  had  principally  lived,  and 
where  Hester  had  passed  the  happiest  days  of 
ber  childhood.  The  windowR  o]>ened  on  the 
pretty  Tslvet  lawn  on  which  stood  the  great 
mulberry  tree ;  and  her  own  particular  garden, 
the  Itowcr-bed  that  was  called  tiers,  and  sowed 
nod  planted  by  her  own  hands  under  Mn- 
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KJnlAy's  directiun,  wa»  riglit  before  her,  glow- 
ing with  the  golden  joDquil,   and   llic  crisp 
curled  hyacinib — the  choioert  flowers  of  the 
SMK»>.  Thrrc  too,  oi>  tlint  short  toCt  turf  whcro 
•be  IhuI  m)  uflirii  played  with  licr  own  fond  tuid 
faithful  dog,  lay  the  etjually  fond  and  faithful 
Rwneo,  baslang  in  the  laftt  rays  of  tl»e  setting 
aun.   The  full  tide  of  sad  and  tender  recoUec* 
tion  gushed  upon  her  heart ;  the  firmness  which 
she  had  siininioiKil   for  the  occasion  d<-*ertvd 
bcr,  h<T  ]i)>  (guivcTvd,  and  she  bunt  into  tears. 
-  Slerti    and    miMinihropic  llMugh   he 
Mr.  Carlton  wan  not  only  a  man,  hut  a  gcmtle*  I 
man,  by  birth,  education,  and  habit ;  and  could 
Dot  5e«   female  tears,   espedally   in   his    owa 
bouse,  and  caused,  fet  be  could  not  but  suspect^j 
by  himself,  witliout  feeling  more  dUcom[ 
than   he   would   have  cared   to    acknowledges  I 
He  calkd   inimctliately   for  water,   fin-   wio^ 
(or  reviving  cssn>c«K,  and  himself  administered^ 
•  Ipiantiful  a»|>(Tsion   of  eau  de  Coiogite,  and 
looerned  the  stnngA  df  Iht  cottage  bonnet. 

^VhiUt  suengagcd ;  he  could  not  help  dwell* 
tag  on  her  oxquteite  and  delicate  beauty. 
"  How   like   a   lily !"   was   the  thought    that 
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pnsscd  through  his  mind  as  he  g|flz«cl  on  the 
fitir  bn>ad  ruivhirnd,  with  its  profusion  of  pale 
bcown  ringtets  hanging  (iuwn  on  <^thFrGi<]«; 
the  soft  dorelike  eyes,  the  pencilled  bruvrs,  and 
th?  long  laU>es  from  which  the  tears  dropped 
on  the  polish*^  checks;  the  fine  carving  of  ilie 
youthful  feature*,  ihu  clB-tnical  griuH^  of  (h« 
nran-like  neck,  the  pliant  graxv  of  the  tilender 
figure,  the  de^it  moulding  of  those  trembling 
handx  wilh  their  long  ivory  fingers;  aiid,  above 
all,  the  mixture  of  sweetness  and  intelligence, 
of  gentleness  and  purity,  by  which,  even  in  her 
present  desolation,  the  orphnn  girl  was  so  emi- 
nently distinguished.  Slw  "till  wore  mourning 
for  Mr.  Kinlay ;  and  the  colour  of  her  dress, 
tbou^  of  the  simplest  form  and  the  coiitnvonvRt 
maicrial,  added  to  the  resplendent  fairness  of 
her  complexion:—"  How  like  n  lily  !  how  ele- 
gant '.  how  ladylike !  how  pure  !"  was  the 
thought  that  clung  to  Mr.  Carlton  ;  and  when, 
recovering  her  calmness  fay  a  strong  effort, 
Hester  raised  her  eyes  to  the  person  whom  she 
feared  m<Mt  in  the  world,  she  met  his  (ixcfl  on 
her  with  ■  look  of  kindness  which  she  did  not 
think  thone  sleni  features  could  hnrc  woni. 
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words  basiabed  the  nnnroiitni  sofi- 
raciOed  ill  the  baoghtinoM  of  hi« 


TOO  to  fbrpre  tne,  ur,  fnr  having 
to  cry  and  to  occaidon  you 
Bdt  I  coald  not  brlp  it.  ThU 
to  my  ratod  lo  nuuiy  psst  scenes 
r,  and  aa  nucy  frirnds  that  I 
[■■ — dear,  dnr  Mrs.  Kiolay  .' 
fatbcc!  it  sratu  but  yealer- 
rifc>|  fceiB  atlMig  by  thefifende  juHt  where 
I  im  mmOf  vi^h  ■■*  npoo  his  kner,  talking 
p%  md  m  imdij !  And  lo  think  that  he 
ULMiWvWdicd!*— And  Hnlerturntd 
r  aid  wwft  ^thuax  rattBint. 

from  her  grief  by  the  stem 
Mr-  Cvtaoa :  **  I  uoderstood 
to  spedi  to  BW  ?** 
>I  41  s«,  m,'  •as  the  rvply  :  "but  this 
tf — and  tar  a  oionient  Hester 
$fe  nsoMd.  bovrter.    almost   in- 
vtKV  at  finri  «  little  falter- 
itren^  as  die  pruceeded' 
itocy.  whith  Mr.  CaHton  beard  in  at-'  | 


.-.**  I  did  take  ibe  Uberiy  of  asking  to  ffoak 
with  you,  ur,  that  1  luight  oaateat  to  rou,  whM 
perhaps  you  may  think  wrong,  that  being 
withiB  hcarinj;  la»t  Sunday  of  your  oooTeraa- 
lion  wit])  Mm..  Kinlay,  1  renuuDcd  an  undc> 
tected  liileoer  to  ihst  which  wai  certainly  not 
meant  by  either  party  for  niy  knuwU^gc  I 
was  on  the  other  side  of  the  hedge  accideiitaily 
gathering  vinleta  i  and  I  ftuppoae— I  dare  Hay- 
that  I  ought  to  have  come  into  the  lane.  Bui 
1  fould  not  move ;  1  was  as  if  spell-bound  lo 
the  plaee.  \Vhal  you  said,  ai»d  what  the  Mud 
explained  to  me  things  that  had  puixiwl  mc  all 
my  hfe  long.  Though  taught  to  call  him 
father, — and  ii  kind  father  he  was  lo  nwi — and 
her  mother — «uch  a  mother  as  never  poor  giri 
wu  blent  with !  —  I  yet  know,  I  cannot  tell 
how,  that  I  was  not  their  rightful  child ;  I 
used  lo  think  that  I  was  soine  poor  orphan  — 
such  as  indeed  I  am! — whom  their  kind n ens 
had  adopted.  Bui  that  which  I  roolly  was,  1 
never  sujipected, — far  less  that  I  had  been  the 
means  uf  separating  my  benefactress  fnnii  Hiich 
a  kinsman  —  such  a  friend  !  When  I  heard 
tictt  and  rvmi-mbered  all  her  goodnm  and  ^1 


I  thodgfat  mjr  ver^  hcAti  would 
haw  fan^ea !  She  did  oal  »ar  •  vi»rd  to  ne. 
■■r  I  u  Wr.  £k>  don  sot  knoo  thai  1  otct- 
himi  the  cimacf fstioa ;  but  all  tbe  evening 
A»  «a»  ao  mA,  and  so  Ql — so  very,  verj-  ill ! 
Oh.  if  rai  «mU  bat  hare  seen  her  pale  face 
^ti  hai>*  heard  bov  she  aghed  '.  1  could  DM 
hMT  ii;  IV  ■•  aoDB  as  tt  wa*  Kj^fat  t  slipped 
•■■  mi  the  howM,  and  ran  up  to  the  Dairv 
Fann  to  artwah  Q3tt  ilvama  and  lii*  damt-, 
vW  hana  hcca  nn  luad  to  me^  and  who  woiik), 
X  Icaoa',  prewot  mr  acta^  wnmgl^  when  I 
■Mi  wirind  to  io  rifht,  aa  a  Toung  girl  with- 
«•!  the  adiioe  <rf  her  «Ua»  tnigfal  do.  Tbty 
bHb  apeed  vitfa  ar,  that  it  wm  mr  plain  diity 
to  nsDve  die  eauae  of  dimfd  between  two 
■Dch  Bear  and  dor  rahtiooc  by  goii%  In  ser- 
hiffalT,  profideolialiy.  Mm.  LVni- 
9*9  sister,  who  it  cock  in  a  ctergyn)ao''!> 
fanSju  bad  wnttea  to  bcr  to  look  out  for  some 
Tomf  pnaoo  to  wail  on  her  laisireaa'a  two 
httle  prb,  walk  out  with  then,  and  leach  tbem 
to  rad  and  a^iell.  Mn.  C>ouuns  wrole  irnmo- 
dMtdy.  and  all  ia  !«ttkd.  Her  husband  —oh, 
bow  kind  iher  have  been  I — ber  good  generous 
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hnsbind  has  advanced  the  tnonry  wanting  for 
the  journey  and  sonic  iKvdful  triRrs,  and  won't 
hear  of  my  paving  himotil  of  my  wages:— but 
God  will  rewan)  liim  ! "  piimiHtl  poor  Hntcr, 
again  bursting  into  grateful  tears:  "God  only 
can  reward  such  goodness  !  lie  is  even  going 
with  me  to  the  very  house.  I  slei-p  lo-nif;ht  at 
tlwOair}'  Fanii,ftnd  ne  set olT  to-niorrow  tnont- 
ingt— Mrs.  Kinlay,  who  knows  nothing  uf  my 
intentions,  imagining  only  that  I  am  going  to 
■Mat  Mr*.  Couiiiis  in  some  needlework.  Oh, 
what  n  thing  it  was  to  mn^  her  for  the  last  time, 
and  not  to  dare  to  say  KarewL-11 !  or  to  nisk  her 
to  biL-ss  me ;  or  to  pray  for  her  on  my  bended 
knecM,  and  bid  iivd  blc^s  iier  for  her  goodness 
to  the  poor  orphan.  Wlutt  a  thing  to  part 
from  such  a  friend  for  ever  as  if  we  were  to 
meet  to-morrow!  But  it  is  right,  I  am  sure 
that  it  i»  right — my  own  internal  feeling  tells 
me  so.  And  you  mu»t  go  to  her  before  she 
misses  n>e,  and  bring  her  home  to  your  house ; 
and  in  the  full  happiness  of  sudi  a  reconcilia- 
tion, Mnaller  sorrows  will  be  lost.  And  ynufl 
must  tdl  her  tluit  1  shall  be  very  com  furl  able, 
very  safe,  for  I  am  going  lo  good  people,  vitli 
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T<B  kr  An,  I  oitmi  of  yoa  ■     Tdl  her—' 

- 1  AkD  Dot  l«il  hM  a  word  of  (his,  HcsIct-,* 

HMmpttri  Mr.  CaHloB,  taking  ber  band  ml 

Juaiig   ber  kiadly   lowanb  him,  — "  aot  a 

1 1     But  Tou  Btul  IrD  ne  one  thing, 


inubt  answer  hh-  on«  queittjofi :  — Vou  (hat  wrai 
to  hure  a  Uste  for  the  rough  and  the  cnibbed 
—  ■.tafcot  for  coftcnio);  the  veriest  churls,— 
4JD  jou  thiok  DOW  ill  your  liule  heart  lha( 
jFou  can  ever  like  me  half  as  wdl  as  tiilctt 
Couuns!" 

"  Uh,   *ir !"    ejaculated    Hester    hapefull/, 
^et  doubtingly. 

■  ''CaD  you  forgive  mcr".  Rtlded  Mr.Carlion 
more  eenouUy^  *<  con  you  pardon  the  fuolisli 
ami  wicked  prejudice  for  «hich  I  can  rn'>er 
forgive  myself  ?  I  believe  that  you  can,  and 
that  you  will :  and  invtend  of  setting  olf  to  ihi^ 
place  of  youri  lo-niorruw  moniiiig,  we  niunt 
send  your  ffood  friend  Giles  to  make  your  ex- 
cuse»;  and  you  miHt  inakv  my  peace  u-iih 
UJiitabcth,  ami  wv  must  all  go  together  to 
nicy  I'ark.  And  hen-  'i»  Rcuicu  knocking 
be  let  in,  and  jumping  and  skipping  at  if 
he  were  conscious  thai  his  best  friend  was  mniv 
honie.  I  must  give  you  Komco,  HcMer ;  for 
he  iwa  given  you  the  beat  part  of  him,  that 
loving  heart  of  his,  long  ago.  Awl  now,  my 
dear  little  faithful  girl,  wu  rnu»t  go  lo  poor 
blliiMihclh.     .Tu   think   of  her  hariDg  taught 
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chiuc-ljkc  HPoodlaDds;  and  two  or  thr»  wild 
ciierricK,  of  the  mzc  and  grovfth  of  forcsUtrcos, 
fluDg  their  tnowy  blosMHns  acrosE  the  deep  blue 
Ay.  A  magniticent  piece  of  water,  iJinniit  a 
lake,  peflectcd  the  beautifol  scenery  by  whicb 
it  wa«  lunnundcd,  —  the  shores  broken  into 
woody  capw  ami  lawny  bay*,  in  which  the 
dap[>led  deer  lay  lu&king,  listening,  as  it  deemed, 
to  the  concert  of  nightingales,  whose  clear  me- 
lody filled  the  air. 

All  spoke  of  affluence,  of  taste,  of  innocent 
enjoyment.  To  breathe  that  fragrant  air,  to 
gaze  on  thai  lovely  landscape,  wax  to  Hester 
unminglcd  hnppincsE.  8he  bounded  on  gay 
Bs  the  prtlly  favourite  who  frolicked  around 
ber,  h«r  »weet  face  radiant  with  pleasure,  and 
ber  melodious  voice  bursting  into  spontaneous 
quotations  of  the  thousand  exquisite  verses 
whtcli  the  spring-loving  poets,  from  Chaucer 
(o  Milton,  have  cooMicrated  to  the  merry  month 
or  May. 

One  chaunt  of  the  season  particularly  haunt- 
ed her.  and  v^ould  not  go  out  of  her  head,  al- 
though ghc  repeated  it  over  and  over  purely 
to  get  rid  of  it,— tia*  charming  UhJu  poem  from 
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"  Tlic  PAnuliM>  of  Dainty  Di-vicct,"  uf  wliich 

this  »  Uk  burthen : — 

X  When  Mq>  is  gon^  at  all  ilw  year 
Tlw  plcMtai  ttme  ii  pui." 

Now  it  was  with  (hib  burthen  that   He6t«r 

quarrelled. 

"  \Yli«D  Majr  U  goM,  of  all  tbe  >'«at 
Th*  phasnt  time  ii  poM." 

qooth  Hester- — "  But  (tint  is  a  story,  i«  it  not, 

Romeo r' added  she:   "  at  least,  T  am  sure  it 

nuinot  l>e  true  at  Craider  ;  for  June  will  Iiare 

FOiies    and    lilie;),   and   strawberries,   and  hny- 

tnaking."  continued  Hester.    And  then  t«la)»< 

ing  into  lier  ditly, 

"  May  makn  the  clMerint  hiw— " 

"  I  won'i  think  of    that    pretty  Rtorjr-tellinf 

■nngi^-tlian  I,  Borneo?     June  will  havt  ron 

ami    liKes ;    July    will    have    je'samine    anc 

inyrtlr,''said  He»lcr.  And  then  again  the  straiit! 

came  across  Her — 

"  May  prickcili  i«nd«r  btont. 
Their  miUnii;  notci  u>  tmt. 
Fnllunuigc  ii  ii— "" 

"  Tbere  ia  nothing  su  slnnj^  m  the  way  in 

which  these  lines  haunt  me,"  iHirsued  jioor  | 
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"  WIkd  M»y  ia  gonf,  •f  sll  lli«  jrwf 
Hie  plcMant  time  it  pwil." 

"  One  would  think,"  added  she  to  hcrst-lf. 
"  that  I  was  spi'lUlKiuiid,  to  go  on  rcpontiii); 
thette  verses,  which,  pretty  nit  lhi*y  at*,  have  no 
truth  in  them  ;  for  at  Cranley  all  times  and  all 
ftcascms,  ipring,  summer,  autumn,  winter,  must 
be  plenvanl.  Oti,  what  a  sweet  place  it  is  .'  and 
what  happincMi  tn  live  here  with  dear,  dear 
Mrs.  Kiolay,  and  dear  Mr.  Cnrlton  !  and  to 
wc  her  BO  well  and  cheerful,  and  him  no  con- 
stdrrnte  and  kind  !  —  bo  very  kind  i  Oh,  how 
can  I  ever  he  sufficiently  thankful  for  such 
blcs!ting«r  ihouf^ht  Heeler  to  hcrnclf,  pnuxin^ 
and  clasping  her  hands,  while  the  tears  ran 
gvRtly  down  her  fair  dieeks  in  the  energy  of 
her  tender  gratitude:  and  the  May-day  verse* 
were  cflcctually  baiii»h(.-d  from  her  mind  hy  the 
stronger  imptilse  of  affectioimte  feeling.  "  How 
can  I  ever  be  half  thankful  enough,  or  take 
half  cnougl)  pains  to  pleaw  oiic  who  scoma  to 
liavc  no  ni«h  wo  much  at  heart  as  that  of  pleas- 
ing me  ?  Oh,  how  happy  I  am  !  —  how  thank- 
ful I  ought  to  be  '."  thought  Hester,  again 
walking  on  towards  the  beautiful  ruitic  build' 


294 


MESTEB. 


isg  wbidb  she  hsd  now  nearly  rrachcd  ;   **  the 
JSghltai  «tsh  cannot  pass  ihrnugfi  my  nund, 
hat  HBdiow  or  olbrr  Mr.  Carlton  finds  It  out, 
MAktm  iBto  reality — uif  1  bad  the  shvM 
of  Ae  l^q>  at  CMBniand,  like  Aladdiit !     Thw 
DAy-hmme,  now!    I  did  but  say  bow  much  I 
Q«d  the  old  oor  at  Bdfoid,  and  here  b  one 
a  &BHBd  l^w*  prrttirr  than  that !     But  I 
Adl^EkrihB  better,  beautiful  ai  it  is, — no  li 
iv  B  vca,"  tlKN^t  the  gtateful  girl ;  "  for  | 
htm  «9  be  bo  OQes  Cousiia  with  hi* 
wtt  !•  ■^hiOMC  me  as  tbey  used  te  do  ihenv  1 
mi  1— tii'i  a  hundred  ways  to  cheat  rae  inioj 
I  they  could  ill  spare  themselves.  I 
il — be,  that  was  called  soj 
I  vte  -was  so  groCTous,  so  delicate,  | 
r,  dear  Gilee  Couatis  !  bow  glad  | 
Ik  'voiU  be  to  see  me  ao  happy '.     I  wonder  ' 
«taI^9eMlbM.dearoldOika!    Oh,  how 
I  iWdU  ftr  ID  ice  bin  r* 

L  of  ihooghi  bad  fam^t  Hester  to ' 
ponfa  of  ibe  DatryJiome,  which  was, 
I  Mid.  an  enlarged  and  improved  copy 
^  Ite  at  BeMbrd,  anutructed  with  the  magical 


(peed  which  wealth  (Um  true  lamp  of  AUddin) 
can  comnniind,  to  gratify  a  fancy  which  &he 
had  expresKd  on  her  fint  arrival  at  Cranlry 
Park.  Filled  with  grateful  recollections  of 
her  jTOod  old  friend,  Hc&ler  reached  the  porch, 
and  looking  up  to  admire  (lie  i-xcelleitt  taste 
displayed  in  its  eanstrudion,  tibe  saw  before 
her — could  nhe  believe  her  eyes? — the  very 
person  of  whom  she  had  been  thinking,  Uik* 
CottsioB  hiniMlf,  with  a  smile  of  satisfRction 
softening  his  rugged  coutitenance,  his  good  wife 
peeping  over  his  shoulder,  and  Mr.  Carlton  and 
Mra.  Kinlay  in  the  back-ground,  delighted 
witnesses  of  the  joyful  meeting.  He  claspttl 
her  in  his  arms,  and  kiracd  her  as  he  would 
have  ki-'ised  the  daughtei-  wliom  he  fancied 
shfe  resembled ;  and  then,  scixed  with  a  Mudden 
recollection  of  the  difference  of  station,  be  beg- 
ged pardon,  and  let  her  go. 

•'  Oh,  Muster  Cousins  !**  cried  He»ter,  still 
retaining  his  hard  rough  fiat,  and  pre^ng  >! 
between  her  delicate  liands ;  '*  dear  Master  Cou- 
sins !  how  very,  very  glad  I  am  to  see  you  and 
your  good  danie  l     It  was  the  only  wisl>  I  had 
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IB  Ibe  ■mrid.  Oh,  I  &haU  bv  too  bappy  !  And 
yoa  are  coiae  to  ^tmr  ?—  I  know  you  are  conw 
to»uyr 

**  To  be  tare  I  be.  misft,"  responded  boocnt 
Inks :  "  cone  to  &tay  till  you  be  tired  of  me  ; 
— «DK  far  gDod." 

**  Ob,  it  ii  loo  much  bapptoess  T  exclaiincd 
Hc«aer.  **  Ho*  unnge  it  is,  that  aa  soon  as  a 
vnfc  paMCa  thnx^  mj  mind,  lh(r.  Carlloo  sees 
it  and  ■alrrii  it  come  to  pu>.  Ob,  I  shall 
br  too  iiffy  f  cried  poor  Hester,  the  Ivars 
cad)  olbcr  over  chet-ks  j^owiog  lik« 
I ;  "  I  shall  be  (ou  happy  >  and  1 
en  be  thankful  eoougb !  Was  ever 
amv  out  half  so  bi^y  befon?  —  did  ever 
Mmj  fine  Aaern  mcfa  happinc«»  ?"  exclaim- 
ed tkjtr,  aa,  her  team  flowing  fantvr  and 
£i9Mr.    she    flong   bcndf  into  Mr.  CariU)n''s 


^)«lir.— That  that  beautiful  race  of  dogs,  th« 
Italian  ^R^bouad,  i»  iusn-ptible  of  a  personal 
partiality  dtstinct  frMn  the  commun  attachment 
uf  a  dog  to  its  master — a  preference  that  auij._ 
atiuiMl  be  eatled  friendship,  I  have  had  a  very  i 


'^Muat  and  mnrfnring  proof  in  roy  own  per- 
son. Soeral  years  ago  I  [Muwd  *ont«  w«ks 
with  X  highly-valued  friend,  the  wife  of  an  enii- 
oent  anixt,  in  nru-  of  the  l«rge,  old- fashioned 
houties  in  Ncwinan-Ntreet  —  a  house  *o  much 
luo  lar^  for  their  small  family,  that  a  pan  of 
it  nas  t«t  lu  another,  and  a  very  interesting 
conple,  a  young  artist  and  his  sifltcr,  just  then 
riang  into  the  high  rcrpulalion  which  they  hnvi- 
rincf  w  dp«r%'cdly  sustained.  The  two  fami- 
|ie«  liveil  with  their  separate  establishments  in 
this  roomy  and  commuclioun  niaii»ion  on  ihr 
bci>t  po^hW  terms  of  neigh bourliood,  bul  a.'^ 
coni]>letrJy  niiart  as  if  they  had  nruilcd  in  dif- 
ferent houM-M ;  the  only  part  which  they  sliaretl 
in  common  Iwing  the  spacious  entrance-hall  and 
the  wide  stone  staircase  :  and  on  that  slaircaM 
t  had  the  happinc^  of  forming  an  acquainU 
onct,  which  soon  ripened  into  intimacy,  with  a 
very  beautiful  Italian  greyhound  belonging  lo 
thf  young  pointer  and  hifi  staler. 

'"T,  who  hud  from  childhood  the  love  of  dogs* 

'  'l 
which   U    sometimes    said    lo  distinguish   th« 

future  old  maid,  wan  enchanted  wiih  the  play-; 

fill  and  graceful  creature,  who  bonnded  nbotit 
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tbe  houw  with  the  vlegiincc  nnd  sportiveneu  of 
a  tame  fa<*n,  md  omitted  no  opportunity  of 
psyiim;  niT  court  to  the  prettv  and  gentle  h'tlW 
aiubmI  :  whilst  Romeo  (for  such  was  his  namr 
«bo)  felt,  with  the  renuirkaMc  instinct  wiitrh 
■log*  and  children  so  often  dtvptay,  the  truth  of 
ny  prafeMioas,  the  reality  and  sincerity  of  my 
rri^ard,  and  not  oaXy  reiunied  my  carcurs  with 
ioierrft,  bat  dwwed  a  marked  preference  for 
my  society;  would  waylay  me  in  the  hall,  fol> 
lo*  me  up  stairs  and  down,  accompany  me  into 
ay  friend's  drawing-room,  «cal  after  me  to  my 
uwQ  bedchamber,  and,  if  called  hyhis  master  and 
nbtreas,  would  try  to  entice  me  talo  their  part 
of  tbe  domicile,  and  seem  so  glad  to  welcome 
■e  lo  ibeir  apartmeolK,  that  if  fumislm]  an  >d- 
Ationa]  reaaoQ  for  my  frequent  riuts  lo  tl 
tteamrpSAtd  young  pMplc. 

In  abort,  tt  was  a  n^ular  flirtation;  and'' 
vb«n  I  weol  away.  ti£St  lo  the  dear  atwl  ex-  , 
client  friends  wbum  I  was  Irtfiog,  I  lamcDted 
the  separation  from  Romeo.  Although  I  had 
a  pe*  dc^  at  home,  (when  wa*  I  ever  without 
tdse  f)  atwl  that  dag  aflVciionalc  and  besuliful, 
I  yti  mbitd  dw  beautiful  and  aiTectionaie  Jia> 


I 

I 

I 
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lian  greviiQtinH.  And  R(miii!<»  niiitiicd  me-  My 
fn<:n<lK  vrrute  me  word  tli»t  h«  wandered  up 
tlie  house  and  down;  visited  all  my  usual 
haunU;  peeped  into  every  room  where  he  hiul 
ever  seen  me;  listened  to  every  knock  ;  and 
VMS  for  several  days  almost  as  uneasy  as  if  he 
luid  lost  his  own  fair  mistn-ss. 

Two  years  passed  before  1  again  visited 
Newman -si  reel :  and  ttieii,  crossing  the  hall 
in  conversation  with  my  kind  hostess,  just  as 
I  reached  the  bottom  of  the  staircase  I  heard, 
first  11  cry  of  recognition,  then  a  bounding  step, 
and  then,  almost  be-fore  I  saw  him,  with  ihc 
Ape«d  of  lightning  Romeo  !>prang  down  a  wholt- 
flight  of  stairs,  and  threw  himself  on  my  Iiomiri, 
iremhliitg  and  (quivering  with  deligiit,  and  nest- 
ling his  rielicate  glossy  head  close  to  my  cheek, 
as  he  had  been  accustomed  to  do  during  onr 
former  intercourse. 

I'oor,  pretty  Romeo !  he  must  be  dead  long 
ago!  Btit  Mr.  John  Hnyter  may  remember, 
perhaps,  giving  me  a  drawing  of  him,  trailing* 
wreath  of  roses  in  front  of  an  antique  vase  ; — 
a  drawing  whicli  would  be  valuable  to  any  one, 
a»  it  oouibiiics  th«  (inc  tast«  of  o«e  uf  our  moat 
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Thgrf.  i*  n  fitsliidtt  in  c-vcrjlhing  —  more 
«spedatly  in  everything  fcminiiip,  as  we  luck- 
leu  urearers  of  caps  «nd  pcilicoat^  are,  of  «)1 
other  writers,  bumul  to  allow  :  the  rery  faults 
of  the  ladies  (if  lodin  cnn  have  faults),  as  wdl 
•«  the  tcrniK  by  which  tho»e  faults  are  dimin- 
guiiihed,  change  with  the  changing  time.  The 
severe  but  hutK>9t  puritan  of  the  Commonwealth 
wax  Kticcvcdcd  by  the  lees  rigid,  but  probably 
lets  MJnccrc  prude,  wlto,  from  the  Uestoration  to 
George  the  Third's  day,  stems,  if  we  may  be- 
lieve those  truest  painters  of  manners,  the  sati- 
rists and  the  coaiic  poet*,  to  have  tlividcd  the 
realm  of  l>eauty  niih  the  fantastic  coquette^ 
V Allegro  reigning  over  one  half  of  tite  female 
world,  //  Pemieroto  over  the  other. 

With  the  dcdine  of  the  artificial  curacdy, 
these    two    grand   divi-dons   amongiit   women. 


BXnLAOKDINAttT. 

I  Kb  to  the  acted  drama. 

to  ihr  fnse  of  Addiwn 

W  Pope,  gtmduallj-  died 

HmfcudoTDr.  Uosdlv, 

i  motl  graceful  of  those 

al  iHunNrs,  which 

from  the  oomic 

tht  Imi  in  which  the 

The    widt;- 

^  pnri*  and  coquette,* 

«W€mi«  diHificatiun, 

gooe,  whatcvrr 

tW  Bttfsal  propentj. 

nary,  it  may  he, 

hj  t«a  aaHek,  oeitlkM-  uf  ' 

ike  amf  hcng  «erjr  di»- 

httk    naughty, 
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■q  h*  WU  to  be  a»  bMl  MibMiBot* : 
n^  pMi  far  ijauHjBuiM.    Bui 
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MS 


f;ood  or  bad,  and  to  do««TTc  ami  nbtiin  on 
nianv  (.■pitlicl.i  (niml  nf  lh«m  !mflicieiilly  ill- 
iMnened),  as  ita  varkiuit  and  capridoua  fellow- 
brped  cftlled  man. 

Ai»on}^t  these  epithets  were  two  vhtch  I 
Well  remember  to  hare  hvanl  applied  some 
thirty  years  ago  to  more  than  one  fuir  Uuly  in 
the  ^ood  town  of  Belford,  but  which  have  now 
passed  away  as  completely  a»  their  dinpiirnging 
predeoeitMra,  raqitette  and  prude.  The  "  words 
of  fear"  in  question  were  "  satirical "  and  "  wn- 
limvnlal."  With  thefirsl  of  these  Mdmcknaines 
we  bare  nothinj;  to  do.  Oiild  as  f  was,  it 
aeemed  to  iiie  nt  the  time,  and  I  think  so  more 
strongly  on  recollection,  tlut  in  tvro  or  thrre 
initancea  the  imputation  was  wholly  tmde- 
aerved ;  that  a  f^irlish  gaiety  of  heart  on  the 
one  hand,  and  a  womanly  fineness  of  observa- 
tion on  the  other,  gave  rise  to  an  Recusation 
which  mixes  a  Utile,  and  a  very  little  clever- 
ness, with  n  gre^t  deal  of  ill-natui-e.  Bui  with 
ilie  fair  satirist,  l>e  the  appellation  true  or  falfie, 
we  have  no  concern  ;  our  huuness  is  with  one 
lady  of  the  class  sonlimcotai,  and  with  one,  and 
one  only,  of  those  adventures  to  which  ladies 


n.UTATlCRI   EXTRAOHm^ARV. 


of  that   cUm  Bro,  to  My  the  Ittat,  pvculiarly 
KaUc 

Mini  8cliaa  Savagi-,  (Tut  dL-trActors  *a.\A  thrt 
ah*  wan  clirinlrniHl  Sarnh,  foiiiiHiiig  iijmit  certftin 
tStiiiiony,  of  I  know  not  w)ia(  valii^,  of  aunts 
and  godoiothen ;  ))ut  I  abide  by  her  own  si^«. 
ture,  as  now  lying  before  me  in  a  fine  strnder 
Italian  hand,  at  the  bottom  of  ti  note  mmewhat 
yellow  by  Ihne,  but  still  stamped  in  a  French  de- 
vice otpeHifiS  and  toMfu,  and  still  faintly  mnoll- 
inj^of  Bttnrof  rosra;  thcoHjwt  of  (he  »ki  mitr 
bring  to  borrow  "  Mr.  Pratt's  cxijiiitite  pncm 
of  Sympathy,")—  KIi.tii  Selina  Savage  (I  ImM 
by  the  aiitoj^ph)  was  a  young  lady  of  unerr^ ' 
lain  ajcr :  lh«rc  beinj*  on  this  point  also  a  small 
vanalion  of  ten  or  a  doxvD  years  between  her 
om  Mverlkms  and  tliose  of  her  calumniators  : 
hut  of  a  mM  wiitiinenlal  Kifxvt  (in  this  re^ 
«)i«Tl  all  wrre  ajcrved)  ;  tall,  fair,  pale,  and 
alM»d^.  >1k-  hnitg  so  little  cneutnbem)  with 
lh«k  and  bkMKi,  and  ao  little  tinted  with  llip 
tlivwaity  of  cntmwMig  thereunto  haknfring, — 
m*  twwphtrlT  bloMk  in  hair,  eyes,  and  mm. 
lihkiwK  ihM  a  <rerr  tnkmUe  punrait  of  her 
iWJgM  W  cut  out  in  white  poiper,  provided  the 
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)MpeT  were  thin  eaough,  or  drawn  in  dinlkt, 
while  and  black,  u[K)II  n  pale  brown  ground. 
NuUiing  catild  be  too  sliudowy  or  too  vapoury ; 
the  Caslle  Speclrv,  flourishing  in  sU  th«  gtory 
of  ^usc  dropcry  on  tlii.'  iit4i^  of  Drury-Lone 
— tlic  ghnsl*  of  <)ft»!an  niade  out  of  (he  miNts 
of  the  hills —  were  but  types  of  Aliss  ^dina 
Savage.  Her  yoice  waa  like  her  aspect, — ^g^- 
ing,  crying,  dying;  and  her  conversation  as 
Inchrymoee  n«  hvr  voice:  Hhc  tang  Koiitinieiital 
songs,  played  sentimental  air»,  wrote  itentimvn- 
tal  letters,  and  read  seiitinienlol  book:*;  ha» 
given  away  her  parrot  for  laughing,  and  turned 
off  her  foolboy  for  wlmtling  a  country -dance. 

The  abode  of  this  aouablc  damsel  wss  a  small 
neat  dwelbng,  somewhat  incoiiveaicmly  xitu«. 
ted,  at  the  bock  of  the  Holy  Brook,  between 
die  Abbey  Mills  on  the  one  side  and  a  f^ai 
timber. wharf  on  the  other,  with  the  stream  run- 
ning between  tlic  carriage-road  and  tlie  house, 
and  nothing  to  unite  them  but  a  narrow  foot- 
bridge, which  inii»t  needs  be  crossed  In  oil  wea- 
ther". It  hod,  however,  certain  recomnu-nda- 
tionn  which  more  than  atoned  fur  these  defecUui 
in  the  eyes  of  iu  romantic  mistresa  -.  three  mid- 
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dlfr4iMd  tyftmt-tna  >t  (mk  end  of  tbe  ciwrt ; 
in  the  froot  nf  ber  nunnoo  two  well-grown 
veeping  inUow» ;  in  addrcu  to  "  [Jolf  Brook 
Cottage,"  jjMoIutelv  invaluable  to  such  a  cor- 
respoDdentt  and  standing  in  most  advanlngcoua 
contrast  with  the  streets,  terrace*,  crocrnts, 
and  pUcea  of  which  Belford  was  for  tb«  matt 
part  composed ;  rikI  a  vcrv  fair  chance  of  ex- 
cellent material  for  the  body  of  Her  lelt^rrs  b; 
the  abundant  ai.'<ual[ie«  and  Hunuine  Society 
cases  afforded  by  the  footbridge  —  do  less  than! 
one  <dd  woman,  three  Email  children,  and  two  | 
(Ininlcen  men  having  bn-n  ducked  in  the  Mmm 
in  the  course  of  one  winter.  Droirning  woul 
have  been  loo  much  of  a  good  tiling;  but 
tlint,  from  the  shttUowne»s  of  the  water,  the 
wa."  happily  no  chance. 

Miss  Samge,  with  two  (|uiet,  orderly,  lighl- 
fo«>le<l.  and  aoft-spokcn  maidens,  had  been  for 
Kwueyoan  tlie  solitary  tenant  of  the  pretty  cot- 
lagv  by  the  Holy  Brook.  She  bad  lost  hrr 
father  during  her  early  childhood;  and  th*j 
tleath  of  her  mother,  a  neat  quiet  old  lady^ 
whDM  interminable  cjirpet-work  is  amon^t  ibe 
QurlitM  of  my  tvcollcction*  —  I  could  draw  the 
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pattern  now, —  and  th«  absence  of  her  bnrther, 
a  Duirried  man  with  a  large  family  and  a  pTt>*- 
peroiiK  business,  who  resided  constantly  in  Lon- 
don,— Ipft  ihtf  fair  Srlina  the  entire  nufctresB 
of  her  fortune,  her  aciiona,  and  her  rettdcDce. 
That  nhc  rnnaincd  in  Bclford,  althoii^  ex- 
claiming against  the  place  an-i  its  society  —  its 
goasi|jing  morning  visits  and  i(»  cvniing  card- 
parties,  as  well  as  the  general  want  of  refine- 
ment amongst  its  inhabitwils »  might  be  im* 
puted  partly  perhaps  to  habit,  and  an  atendon 
to  the  trouble  of  moving,  and  partly  to  a  vio- 
lent friendship  between  herself  and  another 
damsel  of  the  same  class,  a  good  deal  younger 
ami  a  great  deal  nllier,  who  lived  two  streets 
off,  aitd  whom  Khe  taw  every  day  and  wrote 
to  everv  hour. 

Martha,  or,  as  her  friend  cho«e  to  eall  her, 
Matilda  Marshall,  was  ibe  fourth  or  fifth 
datigliter  of  a  npiri  I -merchant  in  the  town. 
Frequent  meetings  at  llw  circulating  tibrary 
introduced  the  fair  ladies  to  each  other,  and 
a  congeniality  of  taste  brought  about  first  aii 
acquaintance,  and  then  an  intimacy,  which  dif- 
ference of  station  (for  Mi(»  Savage  wa»  of  the 


■ 


FUBTATION   £XTKA01U>tXAfty.       AW 

uocerity  which  the  most  ikilful  fluUervr  ibM 
Via  lired  Mould  havfi  failed  |o  imitato  She 
nad  ihe  same  books,  aaiig  the  aam«  »o«^ 
talked  in  (he  same  toae,  walked  with  the  same 
air,  and  vote  ibe  saiuv  fashions;  which  upon 
bet,  she  being  naturally  sl>ort  and  stout, 
and  dark-cjrvd  and  m«y,  had,  M  Hit  broilier 
William  told  her,  about  tlie  same  tdTetl  that 
arntour  xintilnr  to  Don  (juixote'i  would  have 
produced  upon  Saiicbo  Paoza. 

One  of  her  chief  service!)  in  the  diaracter  c^ 
confidant  was  of  course  to  listen  (o  iIr'  M-vcrol 
love  pasMi]^  uf  which,  uiice  »he  was  of  the 
age  of  Juhet,  her  friend's  history  might  Ik- 
snid  to  bare  consisted.  Hovrxhe  hod  remained 
so  long  unmarried  might  have  moved  some 
wonder,  since  she  seemed  always  immersed  in 
the  pasaion  which  leadH  to  such  a  ooacluaiou  : 
but  then  her  love  was  soniething  like  the 
stream  that  flowed  before  her  door — a  shallow 
brooklet,  easy  to  »Iip  into,  and  ea»y  to  4i|>  out 
of.  From  two  or  three  imprudent  enjcage- 
ments  her  brother  hod  extricated  tier;  ajid 
from  one,  the  most  dangerous  of  all,  <ihc  had. 
l^ens^y^^jiher  betrothed  having  l>ecn  daimcfl' 
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W  to  Ntld  the  atrenfrth  lod  originsbty  of  a  nunly 
f  niinU  to  the  chann  of  a  womanly  &ncy,  —  in 
those  days  the  Poet's  Coroer  of  a  cotmtry 
ncwfrpapiT  wa»  the  refuge  of  «ver)'  poetanttT 
in  iIm;  county.  So  intolerably  bad  were  the 
«citMti<»,  the  rebuMS,  thv  i-pigrain»,  and  the 
epitaphs  which  adorned  tho^e  a.iyluin<(  for 
fugitive  [UMei^  that  a  selection  of  the  worat  of 
than  wiiuld  really  be  worth  printing  amongst 
the  Curiosities  of  Litcratitrc.  A  less  vain  person 
than  Miss  Scjiiiit  Savage  might  have  thought 

•he   did    the  H shire   Courant   honour   in 

'  sending  them  an  ("kgy  on  the  death   of  a   fa- 

vourite bullfiiM;)i,  with  the  Mgnaturc  '  Eugenia.' 
It  wiu  printed  forthwith,  read  with  ecatBti<' 
admiration   by  the  authoress  and  her  friend, 
and  with  great  amusement  by  William   Mar> 
shall,  who,  now  the  spruce  clerk  of  a  spruce 
■—^       attorney,  continued  to  divert  hiniielf  with  worm- 
V        ing  out  of  his  simple  siater  all  the  leercts  of 
herself  and  her  friend,  and  was  then  unfair 
enough   to  persecute  the  poor  girl  with  the 
most    unmerciful    ridicule.      The    elegy  was 
printed,  and  in  n  fair  uay  of  living  forgotten 
by  all  but  the  writer,  when  in  the  next  number 
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of  tbe  Courant  appeared  a  complimentary  son- 
net n<ldrcHc<l  to  the  authon-M  of  tbe  dc^',  ami 
signed  "  Ortando." 

Imagine  the  delight  of  the  fair  EugcttM! 
She  wa&  not  in  the  least  a»loni^ed,  —  a  bad 
and  inexpcrienixd  writer  never  is  taken  by 
aiirpriw  by  any  quantity  of  praise;  but  sbe 
was  charmed  and  intcrt-stcd  as  much  as  woman 
could  bv-  Stw  antw*.T(<(l  hix  xoiinvt  by  unotbcr, 
which,  by  the  bye,  contained,  contMiy  to  Boi- 
Icftu'a  well-known  redpe,  and  tbe  practice  uf 
all  nationis  a  quatrain  too  many.  Ue  rqJied 
to  her  rejoinder ;  couifdiments  flew  thicker  and 
faster;  und  the  ])octiral  correspondence  be- 
tween Orlando  ainl  Eu^nin  became  so  tCf»der, 
that  the  Kditor  of  the  H^— «hire  CouranI 
thought  it  only  right  to  hint  to  the  gentiiinaii 
that  (he  post-office  would  be  a  more  convenient 
medium  for  his  future  coainiunicslions. 

A»  thiH  intimation  was  occompmued  by  tbe 
address  of  the  lady,  it  was  taken  in  very  good 
part ;  and  before  the  publication  of  the  next 
number  of  the  provincial  weekly  journal,  Kf  in 
Savage  received  the  accustomed  tribute  of  varte 
from  Orlando,  enveloped  in    a   prose   epistle. 
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dated  front  n  smnll  tuwn  about  thirty  miles  off, 
and  «gn«l  '  Hi-nry  Tunicr.' 

An  answer  had  been  earnestly  requested, 
and  an  nnswer  the  Indy  sent ;  and  by  return  at 
post  she  received  a  reply,  to  which  she  rqilicd 
with  equal  alertnewi ;  then  eunu-  n  love-letlet 
in  full  form,  taxil  then  a  petition  for  an  int«r- 
view ;  and  to  tho  first  the  lady  answered  any- 
thing  but  No  !   and  to  the  latter  she  ftssented. 

The  lime  fixed  for  this  important  visit,  it 
being  now  the  merry  month  of  May,  was  three 
o'clock  in  the  day.  He  had  requested  to  find 
her  alone;  and  accordingly  by  one,  P.  M,,  she 
had  dismioM'd  her  fnitlifulcnnficlantc,  promising 
to  write  to  her  the  moment  Mr.  Turner  was 
gone^bad  given  onVrs  In  admit  no  one  but  a 
young  gentleman  who  sent  in  bis  visiting  ticket, 
(tuch  being  the  plan  proposed  by  the  innamo- 
rato,)  and  began  to  set  herself  and  her  apart- 
ment  in  order  for  his  reception ;  she  herself  in 
an  elegant  dichulullc:,  between  Kcnlimcntal  and 
pastoral,  and  tier  room  in  a  confusion  e(|ually 
elegant,  of  music,  books,  and  ilowers ;  Zim- 
mermann  and  Lavatcr  on  the  tabic- ;  and  one  of 
those  dramas— those  Irrjgidiet  bourgtoises,  or 
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tttrmoytuiteSi  which  it  seems  iocre- 
dibk  that  BcaumATchftU,  he  that  wrote  the  two 
matrfalm  pUrs  of  Figaro,*  could  have  written 
— ID  her  hand. 

It  was  hardly  (wo  o'clock,  full  an  hour  Wfure 
his  time,  when  a  double  knock  was  beard  at  the 
door;  Mr.  Turner's  card  was  sent  iu,  and  a 
wifl-dma«d  and  wcll-lookinj;  young  man  usher- 
ed into  the  preeeocc  of  the  fair  poetess.  There 
b  no  describing  nich  an  inter^-iew.  My  mders 
must  iisagiae  the  complimrnu  and  the  bluthes, 
the  fine  speeebc?  de  part  rt  tTaiUre,  the  long 
words  and  the  fior  words,  the  sighings  and  the 
languishinents.  Tlie  lady  was  satisfied ;  the 
fli  ■tUnnan  had  no  reason  la  cncnplain ;  and 
after  a  short  visit  he  left  her,  promising  to  r»- 
tuni  in  the  evening  to  take  has  coflec  with  her- 
self and  her  frieod- 

She  had  just  sat  down  to  exprew  to  that 


*  I  Mfmk,  of  eovnei  «f  tfce  adminblj  brillunt  Frmclll 
coowdtM,  udnotef  ib*op*m,  whclhcf  Engtiihot  luliaiif] 
obkfc,  Rtaaa^  tb«  ntuaboon,  ind  hanttjp  the  ainitHM%| 
bsTe  cMUplMd/  Mcnfind  Uw  wit,  the  cb«isci<r,  sad  ' 
pUawnay  of  the  dsUgMul  «t4gin^  sod  bate  iltwMt 
■Mk  Uadfd  U  b^ftn  Betvnvtteis'Kfnaiaiioa  u  bi»  own 
dvlleo  dtwa**. 
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fricndt  )D  ti^  accustomed  high-flown  lan^a^, 
the  cunteiitmi^t  of  her  hvart,  whru  uiother 
knock  w«»  foUowetl  by  b  xcccmuI  vUiling  ticket. 
"  Mr.  Tunm  again  !  Oh  !  1  tuppoiw  he  ha» 
mnembcrcd  soraccbing  of  consequence.  Show 
him  in." 

And  in  caoic  a  tecond  and  a  different  Mr. 
Turnw!! 

The  ootutcrnation  of  the  lady  was  intxprra- 
tiil>]«  !  Thut  of  tht-  gentleman,  when  the  reason 
of  her  astoniiilimeQt  was  explained  to  him,  wa> 
equally  Tehement  and  flatlc-ring.  He  bunt 
into  eloquent  threats  againat  the  impuHtor  who 
had  auumed  hiit  tuune*  tlie  wretch  who  bad 
dared  to  trifle  with  tucb  a  paMtiun,  and  tui:h  a 
ladye4ove  t  and  being  equally  well-looking  and 
fine-spoken,  full  of  rapturous  vows  and  ardent 
protestation  a,  and  prsise  addressed  equally  to 
the  woman  and  the  authoress,  conveyed  to  the 
rnctumtcd  Sclina  the  complete  idea  of  her  lover> 
poet. 

He  took  Icnve  of  her  at  the  end  of  ludf  an 
hour,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  delinquent 
who  hod  usurped  his  tutme  and  his  a^gnation, 
purposing  to  return  iu  the  evening  to  meet  btf 


■[ 

^^^H 

^^^Bip 

mmM^amm  sxn^oBDiNAKr^           ^^1 

^V         SmmI  ^  ^il  ayBB  ^^  ***  sirinj:  down  to  her  ^^| 

^^^H  ^^Bf  MMb^«*^^**B'<lii*<^tt*'>^t>*i7'^^| 

^^^^   ^hnMBiV  ■■'  ■*  Amc  OB  Uk  dimnn*  of  tb^^^f 

^^^^_    MiK  OiAaAi^  vifeaB  lfa«>  o'dock  *truck,  and  H'^^l 

^^^B    AM  task  Mt  At  ^MrWnUrd  «  third  vi&it^^H 

^■~    ^Ahii   wli  <ii  JMi  Ti '    '              j^l 

^^H       A^:,      1        ^  Ai^yutfc,«Mthiit,-^B 

^^^^    ^AraaiSb^  pMef — bnvmgaBd  hashftU^^^I 

^^H           ^iB  WMB  s  MMkv  IMA  vauB  httvc  RiNMfed^^^l 

^H           lAivadliBtelii^f  ifc^fanfa.     But  nu  tini8^^| 

H           wifciiiiM.    ff!        1    1  ^M  bw  prtignce,^B 

^1       "  *"     t'     Y'liiigiM^i  1  ni  1    II. ^B 

^H          aar  flcMMacil  fav  ^k  fciyiii  her  KfioctiieDt^,^^^ 

^^1           kwAl^^^a  ktf  far  tfukia^  and  her  affcOi^^H 

^^B          MiiB;  ladaSHf  broMdi  Bid  ^  foutboy^^H 

^V           *»  M^  Simtt  oat  her  aafiHtiuiate  luitor  witll^^| 

H                  «Mk  M  atKB  of  vitupendoa — SKfa  a  torrent  of  ^^| 

pWa,  hoacst,  hoawK  MDUin^ — that  thp  luck.       1 

k»  OHanda  taofc  »  Ins  braU,  sod  nuksiog  bis       1 

^K           faatug  on  tb«  iiJUTx>w  bridge,  lutobltd  bead-        1 

^H           imaMt  into  ibc  HoIt  BrkJi,    and  ctatrged^^U 

^H          A^lfng  like  a  river  god,  to  the  iafinitr  amuae-^^H 

^H          acat  of  the  two  trnposton,  and  of  William        ■ 

^H          Manbdl.  tfar  contriver  of  the  jett,  who  lay        1 
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ptrJu  in  the  mill,  and  told  the  story,  as  a  great 
secret,  to  so  many  per&on.i,  that  before  the  nr\t 
day  it  was  known  half  over  the  place,  and  was 
the  e%-vnlual  cause  of  depriving  the  good  town 
of  Belford  <^  on«  of  the  most  inoffensive  and 
most  sentimental  of  its  inhabitants.  The  fair 
Selina  decamped  in  a  week. 


Note.  — Whilst  correcting  the  proof  iheet  of 
this  pa{)er,  (January  1Bth,1835,)  I  see  with  some 
amusement,  in  that  admirable  literary  Journal 
the  Athenaeum,  an  old  French  anecdote  which 
bears  considerable  resemblance  to  the  advpnluie 
of  ]K)or  Miss  Savage.  IIow  the  coincidence 
can  have  occurred  I  have  no  raennK  of  divin- 
ing:— unless,  indeed,  our  wicked  friend  Mr. 
William  Marshall  may  have  happened  to  meet 
with  the  «tory  of  "  f ^es  trois  Racana." 
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THK   SILVER   ARKUW. 

Amonkm'  ihe  most  recent  of  our  county 
beauties,  were  a  ]inir  of  fair  young  friend*, 
whose  mutual  attachment,  in  llie  britt  xcnse  of 
the  word  rooiantic^-thal  is  to  say,  fervent,  uit< 
calculating,  unworldly — was  smiled  at  by  one 
part  of  our  little  world,  »nd  [)rai«i-d  and  ad- 
mired by  another ;  hut,  inconsideration,  perhaps, 
of  the  youth  and  the  many  attractions  of  the 
|)artie«,  pretty  indulj^^ntly  looked  upon  by  all. 
NeT«r  was  a  closer  intimacy.  They  rode  to. 
gether,  walked  lugvther,  read  togrtber,  sang 
logelhvr,  nat  in  th«  name  pew  at  church,  ami 
danced  in  thr  same  quadrille  at  the  assembly. 
'Not  a  day  passed  without  some  proof  of  affec- 

toIm  111.  a 


.'    THE   SILVKR   AKKOW.  3 

revirn  to  thme  times,  which  were  p«»-liap& 
rather  too  much  iu  «an)«st,  wltcn  the  dinner, 
ur  th«  bnltlL-,  or  the  life,  (iepcnclvd  on  the 
truth  of  lh«  aim;  anil  the  weapon  (to  my  no- 
thing of  the  distance)  v'ould  be  as  unmanaf^- 
able  to  a  modern  arm  as  the  bow  of  L'I^sjmis  ; — 
not  to  go  Itnck  to  that  golden  agr  <if  nrclter)' 
and  tninxtrelsjr,  never  unce  the  daya  of  James 
and  Elizabeth,  when  the  bow,  although  no 
longrr  the  favourite  weapon,  continued  to  be 
the  favourite  pnNlime  of  the  middle  clitK«t;»,f 

•>f  Oie  Clougli,  ami  ^VltliaI□  of  Lloudti !«}-,"  in  Uialiop 
Pfrc)'*"  Tltliqucjof  Anoleiil  Eii^liali  Poetry,"  s  «illet- 
lion  H^iich,  Id  ihete  da^  of  I<«bin  Iloodi  nnd  Maid  Ma- 
ti»ni  ought  to  be  icptinled,  if  onl;  l<»r  the  vtke  of  tliit 

'  If  llie  fuel  were  noi  i<h)  well  kiiniini  to  nucil  cAnflrma- 
lioii,  abundant  pruof  of  the  love  of  tbootiug  at  ilie  bult«, 
sv  |)r«valeul  ainuiigst  our  aiioeilon,  ini^lit  be  found  in  th« 
plays  ofSlmkaptiaiv,  B««u»)oiU  and  PI«tclior,  atid  llie  other 
pent  dmniatiili  of  that  grral  dmaalic  age.  Their  worlu 
^fhuuiid  Willi  allujiioni  to  Ihe  subject,  and  ttniigGS  dsriifd 
from  ihtt  tport.  F.von  ftilcoiiij,  ncli  at  ihui  is  in  Icvbnioal 
Icnni,  hoi  hotdly  fumiihcd  ihcm  wiih  toniany  iltusiniliotis. 
Il  stums  to  bave  been  ibc  holiday  pMtimr  of  ihe  lower 
clu*e*  and,  in  itie  »bwnc«  of  cluln  and  neu-gpnpcn,  the 
■Imost  daily  lectcation  of  tbi  middling  onlet  of  the  genu^; 
and  probably  continued  to  be  to  up  lo  ih«  time  of  the  Com- 
menwtalitii  wlieu  all  uiDusemtiili  wl-ic  nifpcndrd  by  the 
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I    ■^iliil   tkmt   llw.' 
■K  «f  •  flmniang  miwu. 
B  a  ^  Itfer  ttiw  to 

raoptidauf 

JOMOO'S 

■i  MrtRfRKBiad  as 

xnitet  at 

wtA  wii' 

die  fiau  uf  QUI 

It  aaf  ht,  hKatnr,  u  I 

ife  ihrva  nd  ataewa  ojf 

Itf  Atim  call  titeiDwIrc* 
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TUB   SILVCa   ARROW. 


Toxupiiilites*  fifty  tiiiiev  over,  would  tug  with 
lery  liltli-  i-fFcct  at  the  weapons  of  Cljra  of  ihc 
Clougli,  ur  of  Litllc  John,  go  called  because  h« 
was  (he  higgeat  ikthoii  of  his  day.  Or  even  if 
a  fiop  gentleman  of  the  age  of  Willinm  the 
Fourth  should  arrive  at  bending  a  SOO-puund 
bow,  think  of  hia  cleaving  a  willow  wand  at 
■WO  jHrdft'  distance!  Modern  lindw  caiuiol 
compa.ts  .'>uch  fculs.  He  might  as  well  try  to 
lift  tliu  Durham  ox. 

Nevertheless,  although  rnthrr  too  mitch  of  a 
loy  for  boys  and  girh,  and  wanting  altogctficr 
in  tho  variety  and  interest  of  that  oth«r  great 
national  out-door  amusement  called  cricket,  it 
irniitdbcdilfirulttoriml  iibetler  excuse  for  draw- 
ing pn>plc  tc»gi.-lh«r  in  u  cMiiiniry  neighbourhood ; 
an  object  always  desirable,  and  pnrticiilnrly  m  m 
this  little  midlnod  county  of  ours,  mhvrc,  between 
party  squabbles  and  election  tquubblrs,  (offiun 
of  ntere  personal  prejudice,  with  which  jiolities 
have  often  nothing  to  do,)  half  the  gentry  live 
in  9  state  of  continual  non-intorcourse  and  con- 
sequent ignorance  of  each  other's  real  good  qua- 

'  A  »wd  from  lbs  CrecV,  signifyitig,  1  believe, "  a  bovr- 
Dun,"  **  a  lovet  of  tlie  bow." 


I 


1 
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oontetiding  houses  had  lon^  »fio  agreed  to 
differ,  like  thv  chit.-f&  of  rival  factitmn  in  1/>n- 
don,  and  met  and  visited,  except  juM  at  nn 
election  time,  with  ae  much  good  humour  and 
cordiality  as  Lady  Grey  meets  and  visits  Lady 
Bere&Tord ;  it  was  amongst  the  partisans,  ilie 
ailhETeitts  iif  tlie  several  caiidiilntt-S]  that  the 
prejudice  had  been  found  so  inveterate;  and 
every  rational  person,  except  those  who  were 
themselves  infected  with  the  prevalent  mural 
dt»»rder,  liailed  the  prescription  of  so  pleasant 
a  remedy  for  the  county  complaint. 

Accordingly,  the  projXKia]  was  no  sooner  made 
at  a  country  diuner-party  than  it  waa  carried 
by  acclamation;  a  oomrailtee  was  appointed,  a 
secretary  choHen,  and  the  pleasant  biisincss  of 
projecting  and  antidpaliog  commenced  upon  the 
^potl, .  Tot  the  next  week,  nothing  could  be 
heard  of  but  the  Arclicry  Meeting ;  bows  and 
arrutvn  were  your  only  subjcet,  and  Linn;Ju 
green  your  only  wear.  , 

Then  came  a  few  gentle  difRculticit ;  diffi- 
culties that  seem  as  necessary  preludes  to, a 
party  of  pleasure  as  che  winds  and  rains  i  ' 
April  are  to  the  flower*  of  May-     Tlie  commit*  • 


(ffv'VHE   SILVBR   ARROW.     '  •■ 


Sat  yean  thirty  iuid  odd  vnugly  going  to  ruin 
under  the  pruvident  care  of  the  Court  of  Cbao- 
cer}>— a  case  of  disputed  tide, — and  of  which  it 
bad  been  proposed  to  tnke  temporary  posscauoti 
as  a  son  of  "  no  luan'it  land,"  r»u»d  itaelf  ucni 
UDexpectedly  adjudged  to  a.  legal  owner  by  the 
astounding  activity  of  my  Lord  Brougbaoi. 
The  dub  was  at  its  wit's  end,  and  likely  to 
UKuv  to  a  dissolution  before  it  was  fcHmed,  (if 
«i)  Knglishwoman  may  be  permitted  to  apeak 
good  lri»b,)  B'hcn  luckily  a  iKighbouring  M.P., 
a  most  kind  and  genial  ]K'TM>n,  whose  fin«  old 
jnatksion  was  neither  on  sale  nor  in  Chancery, 
and  who  patriotically  sacrificed  111.1  gnus  and 
his  ilwwers  for  the  public  good,  oUcrcd  his 
beautiful  place,  and  furnished  the  Oakley  Park 
Archery  Club,  not  only  with  "a  local  habita- 
tioo,'"  hut  "  a  naine."  -.*  icn' 

Then  came  the  grand  difficulty  of  all,  the 
•electioQ  of  members.  Kverybody  known  that 
in  London  the  question  of  casle  or  station — or, 
to  UM  pvrluipei  a  bettor  word,  of  g«oti)ity- 
v«ry  caiily  settled,  or  rather  it  wttles  itaelf 
without  fuu  or  trouble.  lu  the  great  city, 
there  is   room  fur  everybody.     No  ooe  i«  so 
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iiiir  ■ctiaai  «h«i»  il>e  u  noL" 


12 


BELLES  OF  TDK   BAM.-&OOM. 


P 


Jie  multo  of  (I  think)  tbe  HutUnd   family, 
*'  Manners  make  lh«  man  T  but  our  country 
pmctii'c  seems  ralhor  to  be  grounded  »»  tlicr 
iiiiniitAblr  answer  of  the  itiiiirable  Mr.  Dubster 
in  Miukmu  D'ArblayV  '*  Cunilla,"  who,  on  be- 
ing asked  what  made  him  a  gentleman  F  gravely 
ruplkd,  "  I.cBvin^  off  businms  ;*'  or  on  th*-  still 
nker   dixtinction,   to  admirably   ridiculed    by  '1 
another  great  feraate  writer  (Mi»s  Auateii,  in 
"Emma"),  where  a  Mr.   Suckling,  a  Bristol- 
merchant,   who  had  retired  from  trade  some  ' 
eight  or  nine  years  back,  refuses  to  visit  an-  ■ 
other  Bristoliaii  whu  bsd  purilted  bimtelf  from 
tbe  dregs   of  the   sugar-warehouae   only   tbe 
Christmas  before. 

Now  Mr.  Duluter's  definition,  besides  being 
sufliicieatly  liberal  and  comprehen^ve,  had  the 
gr^t  merit  of  being  elcar  and  practicable ;  and 
our  good-humoured  secretary,  a  man  of  ten 
tlvouund,  welLborn,  wellJjred,  well-fort uned, 
and  ihoroughlv  weH-conciitioi>ed,~a  man  light, 
buoyant  and  bounding,  as  full  of  activity  a* 
his  faTourite  blood-horM-,  and  equally  full  of 
kindness,— would  willinglj-  have  abided  by  the 
rule,  and  was  by  no  means  diMnclincd  to  ex- 
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lend'  his  invitations  to  the  many  tducBtwl,  culc 
tivated,  rich,  and  libi-rnl  jxTiimm,  Vfhono  fnthtt* 
were  slUI  guilty  of  travelling  to  Ltmdon  once  a 
week  to  superintend  some  old  ri:«pcctnhle  cuik 
cvrn  in  Amtin  Friars,  or  5L  Msry  Axe,J'<wi 
ercn  lo  vinit  Lloyd's  or  the  Stock  Kxchange. 
But  unluckily  the  Mr.  Suckling  of  the  nrjgh- 
bourhood  prevailed.  '*  Sitinding"  (lu  borrow 
8Q  e!«))reHnivt.-  Americanism)  carried  the  day, 
and  Mr.  Brown,  whuste  mother  eighteen  years 
ago  had  purchased  the  Lawn  on  one  aide  of' 
Jlcadingly  Heath,*  had  not  only  the  happiness 
of  excluding  his  neighlmur  Mr.  Green,  who 
had  been  M'tllcd  at  the  OrofC  only  a  twdvo. 
month,  but  even  of  barring  out  his  still  nearer 
neighbour  Mr.  White,  who  had  be<-n  etitab. 
lidied  in  the  Manor  Houto  these  half'do7.en 
years.     Such,  at  least,  was  the  decree  pniwed  Jn 

.    'Ill' 
'*  tl  majr  coni^  tome  nuliaij  of  the  villa  popuUlion  in 

ourcounly,  to  naf  that  from  thccrnire  of  Heatliiigly  H«iHI** 

we  can  >cq  cinhl  gciitlcmcii*  houact.    A  ywng  spontmu^ i. 

iitho  wuiiietl  II  xbooliuj^'boi  in  a  mirel  iiluuliuu,   being  i 

takpn  in  b)  n  [lutilng  lulvertiafltDeiil  of  one  of  lliCM  inan»ioii<i, 

drove  doiea  to  look  M  it :  hut,  mhttt  ha  <anic  wilhia  view  of'   ' 

tbc   xuttDunding  villiu,   lurnEd   round   bii   phucloD,   toA  > 

(rutted  otl  without  dliKliliiijj,  ettluiuiitij:,  "  Clajiluiu  Cbiu- 

moo,  by  Jove!" 
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full  committee ;  but  it  i»  the  common  and  right- 
ful fule  of  over-rigorouft  laws  to  be  soAenetl  in 
practice,  snd,  Mr.  White  being  a  mt»t  agnx- 
able.  hospitable  mBtt,  with  a  very  pleasant 
olc\*er  wife,  and  the  MiiMe»  Green  ranking 
amongst  the  prettiest  girls  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, sotnchow  or  other  they  oveDtually  got 
admittance.  ii<i 

These  greater  difficulties  being  lairly  sor- 
mounted  ut  the  cost  of  a  few  affronts  ou  the 
part  «f  tho  forgotten  and  many  murmurs  on 
the  fiart  of  tho  omitted,  then  followed  a  train 
of  minor  truublei*  alwut  dinners  and  erockcry, 
targets  and  uniforms,  regulalions  and  ruleK- 
Draviug  up  the  code  of  archery  laws,  although 
it  seems  do  mighty  effort  of  legislation,  cost 
our  committee  alinott  a&  much  Ulwur  as  might 
have  gone  to  tlie  concoction  of  a  wcond  Code 
Napoleon,  or  another  Bill  for  Local  Court* ; 
and  the  equipment  of  half  the  regimeuta  in 
(he  service  would  have  consumed  less  time  and 
thought  tlian  were  wasted  oti  the  male  and 
feoiBle  custumes  of  tlie  OaLley  Park  Archery 
Club.  Twdvp  several  dolls  wen  dreased  in 
.while  and  green  of   various  patterns   by  the 
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odmmitt«e>nien  and  their  nives;  '  find  such  a 
feud  eD^ucd  between  Mr.  GiK-K,  hnbcrdMhiT, 
in  King  Street,  in  nur  dear  town  of  B^furd, 
Knd  Mi«i  F«ntoD,  milliner,  in  the  Market 
Plum,  L-ach  maintaining  his  and  her  wparate 
and  Tery  various  version  of  the  appointed  re* 
guUtiun  doll,  that  nothing  but  the  r«nial« 
privilege  of  scolding  without  fighting  prevent- 
ed that  most  wrious  breach  of  the  pcao.'  callrd 
a  duel.  It  has  been  hinted  that  the  unruriu- 
nale  third  party  (that  is  (o  say,  the  doll)  wa* 
a  AUfTerer  i»  the  fray,  the  flower*  being  torn 
from  her  bonnet,  the  bows  from  hor  pctlieont, 
and  the  pelerine  from  her  Ixuoni.  l-'or  thin 
I  do  not  vouch  ;  but  for  the  excocding  ugtin«ss 
of  the  selected  regimentals,  whether  male  or 
female,  I  can  most  conseientioii«Iy  annwer.  It 
required  some  ingonuitv  to  invent  anything  sn 
thoroughly  hi<]ecnis.  The  young  ladies,  in  clear 
muslin  and  green  ribands,  arranged  as  they 
tlmught  fit,  lotted  like  pretty  little  shepherd- 
esaes;  but  their  unfortunate  mammiis  dressed 
by  Mr.  Oilea,  or  Miss  Feolon,  according  tdl 
the  pfltteni  of  the  dcntnlished  doll,  in  gowns  < 
of  while  rhaly,  barred  like  a  hussar  jacket,  with 
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dull  mnd  cit>B»l  green,  had,  from  tlw  (Udl 
oolour  of  tiir  woollen  nutrrial,  mure  the  air  of  s 
flsck  uf  ahe«p  or  a  Levy  of  auinditv  nunt, 
or  a  troop  of  shrouded  corpaea  eacaped  tmm 
their  caffiw,  or  a  iH  of  atatuea  like  that  uf 
tbc  ooannandant  in  Doo  Giovanni,  when  seen 
frura  bdund,  or  of  the  ligurc  of  Orcua  (the 
'*r"—'  Death),  as  nrpresenled  in  the  Alccatis, 
when  Yiewrd  froolwise — than  of  a  K">*>P  **f 
widdk-ayed  EnjirUsh  ladies,  equipped  for  a 
paly  of  pleasure. 

Id  apite.  howerer,  of  joatluif;  btervsts  and 
oonAirting  Taniliea,  tlte  dajr  of  the  archery 
meeliDg  was  anticipated  with  great  ai>d  gvneral 

delist  by  tbc  young  people  in  H abicc; 

nor  wm  their  rxpeclations  diutppoiatcd.  For 
oon-  in  a  way.  the  fiiU  fruition  of  enjoyment 
oittnui  thv  vivid  pl^raaures  of  hope.  Even  Ba 
a  n»easuiv  of  nxicilintion,  the  experimeot  anC' 
c««di-d  infinitely  better  than  •uch  experimentu 
generally  do  succeed.  Tht  diverse  factions, 
Neri  and  Biancbi,  Montccchi,  and  Capulciti, 
mrt  at  the  larip-t-sidi",  lookwl  each  other  in  the 
facr,  bownl  aitd  curtseyed,  united  and  laughed, 
talked   aober   aenae  and   agreeable    DOBaaaa, 
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according  to  their  spvernl  iiicUiinlimn*  and  rspa- 
«lie«,  and  liecnmc,  by  th*'  ins*iii«it>l<^  infliionc* 
of  juxts-pmiliun,  (he  mere  hal>it  of  meeting 
and  speaking,  almost  as  good  fri«nds  as  if  such 
a  tiling  as  a  contested  election  neviT  liuil  hnj)- 
pened,  and  never  could  happen  again : — 8 
happy  Rlaltt  of  feeling,  to  which  I  can  only  say, 
Eilo  ptTjitlun ! 

Ail  went  well  a(  Oakley.  TIk-  dinners  were 
excellent  and  abundant,  and  the  appetites  of  the 
diners  so  manageable  and  complaisant,  that,  sl- 
thottgh  of  the  clai»  whose  usual  dioner-liour 
varic*  from  tix  lo  eight,  they  actually  conlriv^ 
to  eat  llu-ir  principal  mealat  thrve,  withmiishow. 
ing  the  slightest  symptom  of  its  arriving  before 
it  was  wanted.  The  music  was  alto  go<id,  uml 
the  danorrs  untirable ;  and  although  a  dose  of 
pleasuring,  a  ooune  of  shooting,  walking,  eat- 
ing, talking,  and  dancing,  which  bt-gintiing  at 
one  o'clock  jKist  meridiem,  laKe<)  to  rathi-r  more 
than  the  same  hour  the  next  morning,  rivalling 
in  fatigiie  and  duration  tb«  excursion  of  k 
naid-servant  to  a  country  fair,  might  naturally 
be  expected  to  produce  all  sorts  of  cooiploints 
aniongtt  our  delicate  yo«mg  Udi»,  I  did  not 
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hear  of  a  aogW  OMe  of  QlneM  cristag  from  the 
fcimy  iDKtiii|>.  So  oomipotntt,  in  U>o  female 
coastitutioa,  i%  vfll. 

I  mvictf  found  ao  uDexpected  f^dfieatioo, 
or  rslfaer  ko  narxpectM)  relief,  u  the  md  of  tha 
6nt  tma  aieediigs.  I  lud  takta  &  tort  of  per- 
uveniao  to  the  female  rt^menfltt,  th<! 
drvM  of  the  ladies.  The  thing 
affected  my  nprrcs :  I  eooU  not  abide  the  Bght 
efic  Bui  "ibcrc  is  sooie  soul  of  goodnew  In 
dttap  eviL*^  The  odioos  dwlv  was  found  to 
hare  one  capital  point : — it  wean  otit  sooner 
thsa  atiT  maierial  uod«r  the  sun,  and,  dificnJi 
to  make,  takes  care  very  speedily  to  unmake 
Itself  by  fraying  in  every  directkm ;  to  that, 
reat  and  ra^ed.  tattered  and  torn,  ibe  hideous 
ladica'  ubiCwtd  was,  at  Ibe  third  meeting,  pretty 
OkKMMly  cast  aside,  and  female  taM«'  again 
rvHimed  its  proper  indtteooe  over  the  fcmata 

S»  far  w  good.  Bui,  when  we  English  pro. 
pie  take  a  Esocy  in  our  heads,  w^  are  apt  to  let 
jl  run  away  with  us;  we  hoist  all  mul,  and 
cast  tiie  ballast  overboard.  And  ko  it  happeo- 
«d  in  the  present  instance.  After  tlie  first  im> 
or  ihiw  meetings,  all  the  genteel  population  of 
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H^^-^Tiire,  men,  women  ood  children,  went 
archery  msd — « lunacy  n-servcU  for  these  partw 
cuUr  dog-dnyft.  You  should  not  mtc  «  lawn  of 
^ntility  without  the  largeta  up,  or  an  entraaoe- 
hall  without  bows  leaning  af^ainot  every  corner, 
and  arrowA  scattered  over  every  chair.  All 
odier  am u semen ta  were  relinquished-  IMnner- 
{Mftirs  wore  at  an  end  ;  pic-nics  were  no  morc^ 
Nothing  would  go  down  but  private  bow-nmt- 
ings  and  public  target-days.  Dancing,  hereto- 
fore the  tielighl  of  a  country  bcjiiity>  wa*  only 
tolerated  afU'r  tlto  archery,  because  peopU 
could  not  well  shoot  by  candle-light ;  and,  as 
the  autumn  drew  on,  even  that  other  branch  of 
ihooting,  in  which  ouryouog  aportsroen  UBod 
to  talcv  «uch  pleasure,  entirely  lost  its  charm- 
OuDs  were  out  ot  fashion.  The  eciilatic  flrat 
of  Septenibt-r  t>ecani«  a  coinmun  day ;  and  to 
me,  who  had  watched  the  prevailing  mania 
with  some  aniu^enient,  it  appeared  likely  that, 
unless  tbc  bird*  should  make  up  their  minda  to 
be  killed  by  bowti  and  arrow*,  (ati  Lucksley 
brought  down  the  wild  goose,)  a  process  whidi 
I  did  not  think  it  probable  that  they  wouhl 
consent   to,   the   partridges    hei^about    might 


m  til)  the  nnt 


THB  SILVER  AR&OW.  91>. 

boUst  and  dolU  and  battledorea,  were  all  cost 
aside  as  northleits  Irumpery :  toy*,  in  any 
other  tlioii  the  prevaitiog  shape,  were  an  afl'runl. 

Frmu  the  manly  Etonian,  preferriDg  a  bow 
to  a  IxMtt,  to  his  ^x-ycar  old  ifiKtor  taking  ber^ 
rairy  quivvr  to  Wd  with  her,  thv  whol«  rising 
generation  enrulltd  ihfinstelve.t  in  the  urchc-ry, 
hand — a  supplementary  auxiliary  legion.  They,, 
added  an  enclosure  called  "  The  Butts"  to  iheifj, 
haby-huuK'M,  and  equipped  their  (loIU  witfai, 
bowK  and  arroWK.* 

Trade,  as  usual,  niade  its  advantages  of  ih« 
ruling  passion.  Tlie  bow  busincag  became  a 
ditljiiel    brauch  of  coinuierei;;   yew-tree»  rus(>; 

'^  And  in  so  doing,  pool  dean,  they  did  biit  racltllin  tli«^ 
playihings  whicb  tlwir  Men  hod  bmrawcd  rrora  ttaenc 
H'hal  uilh  that  great  auiliorily,  Mt,  Thomo)  Hood,  ia 
iht  admimblc  account  of  a  tchoolboy's  hrv,  ('Mlk>il"A  1<»- 
(rMpee1)*e  Review,"  one  of  th«  be»l  of  Ihnt  giral  purincrf»' 
many  good  ihingi !     Dolli  he  bm  udk  of  bow*  and  air«irti 
M  the  toy*  of  liU  ohildhQMl  I  Head,  and  [nafk,iiud  oWr*« 
100,  ihfl  conip.uiy  into  nlilcli  he  puti  hii  boyuh  RTchciy. 
'       "  hly  fool-ball  '9  iaid  upon  ihe  ahelf,  '* 

I  am  a  shunlwock  myMlf 

Tbi>  vioild  konclu  (u  imd  fro, — 
My  aichcry  it  all  unltani'd. 
And  grief ogaiuai  niywirbu  turo'd 
My  anwn  and  my  bow." 


«f  tW  pnAMm.] 
hmi  been  lArucJi 
4m  Movcn  n 
merxni  taftn  {of] 
•ff  i  md  «tt  tbiaih 
bsniBd.    OMg». 
(Ik  skirU,  uxi  Iva 
«RB  in  ana 
in  iW  aleeve:  wlulsl  oiw 
w    tbe  Cool 
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— the  fate  of  Philocteie«,  though  not  with  the 
arrows  of  Uercules. 

I'TbcM  calntnilica  notvrithktandiiig,  the  Oak- 
Icy  ParkA  rchrry  Meetings,  cotilinUMl  w  pro»> 
pcroue  M  if  lh«y  htttl  not  beeu  pufT^d  in  tbr 
ootinty  Dcw«papi*r«.  The  weather  had  been 
very  fine  for  English  weather  in  the  mouthii 
of  June,  July,  and  August, —  that  w  to  uy, 
on  the  first  meeting  it  hud  heen  a  hurricane, 
which  hod  blown  down  treec  and  diimneyti ;  on 
the  »ev(Mid  it  had  t>eea  rather  wet  and  inioler' 
ably  tx^d,  M)  that  they  were  fain  to  liave  Gren ; 
and  on  the  third  so  insufferably  hot,  that  the 
spectators  sat  fanning  th«mMlvvi  under  the  deep 
shadow  of  the  great  oak-treM.  Rut  uhat  arc 
those  evils  to  a  real  genuine  enthu^asm  ? — dra[>a 
of  water  that  make  the  firehuni  brighter  ; — oil 
upon  the  flauie.  On  the  whole,  threxiHTimciit 
had  tucooeded  to  a  miracle.     The  m<.inlHa-s  huU 

the  pleAmro  of  bdng  crowded  at  <tinnrr  and 

^H      in  the  ball-room, — almost  as  mudi  cruwdcd  as  at 
f  «  Quarter  Sessions'  dinner,  or  a  London  rout ; 

^B      — just  the  sort  of  grievance  which  popoK  and 
^^      manimaa  like  to  grumble  at.     And  the  loci   and 
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daughters  found  amuKemmt  in  a  (liSi'rcnt  line 
— for  the  arclMTy-gmiind  proved  a  cjipilnl  flirt 
ing-pUce,  and  lieurtw  were  pierced  tltere)nrcaUl}r 
as  well^aa  in  metaphor.  For  thv  rest,  arrow*  *■ 
lout}*  and  prizes  wod,  and  dinners  eaten,  ao<iJ 
toasts  drunk,  and  speeches  made,  and  dan< 
dnncedi  nitdult  iIk-  world  «l  Onkli'jr  wtu  inrrr^, 
if  nut  wine. 

So  passed  tlie  tirst  three  nteetings 
fuurth^t  the  verjr  end  of  August,  wa«  antidps- 
t«j  with  growing  and  still  iuvrvu>jiig  dvlight  by 
the  meinbera  of  the  Club,  uhoitc  iitoes»anl  prao 
ticc  had  much  sharpened  their  desire  of  exhibit; 
tiou  and  competition ;  and  to  none  was  it  motf 
an  object  of  dclighttnl  i-xpcctation    than   tQ 

*  Ii  liH  oficn  been  a  puule  what  become*  of  Ibc  iani 
nwntblc  pins  ilial  w  tcatltnri  uver  Uie  wide  wotid ;  but 
ii  mucli  inor«  iliiriciih  to  gueta  Uin  fiitc  of  ()iv  lodi  arruwi^ 
and  it  a  reallj  Euiounding  how  many  an  lott.    Tbc  |ci 
ll«mi^ii'<  tliafti  ufe  often,  probabl}-,  lodged  in  the 
but  ihow  of  itip  ladiM,  ant  not  likcl/  lu  Hy  h>  f«i  ut  w  li 
anil  seii«rallf ,  it  it  lobe  pitsumed, drop  lo  ihcgronnd,  and] 
(lo  uic  the  Nciinlca]  phi«M)  go  mMag  about  in  the  gnia 
and  iliv  latr  prapricion  wander  paring  about  in  acoick 
them  vtitli  atlinirjlile  perseverance,  but  >cry  iodtSncM  s< 
CM*.   Nobody  thai  bu  not  hid  experience  of  tlio  ftd  wou! 
litiicve  ihat  to  Urge  an  object  ibonld  b«  to  lirequtMly 
10  oMDplciily  undiicovenble. 
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Fnncei  Veman,  a  nhy  and  timid  girl,  who 
gen«nl)y  shrank  from  public  amusements,  but 
who  looked  forward  to  this  with  a  quite  dif- 
ferent feeling,  uncc  she  was  to  be  accompanied 
thither  hy  her  only  brotht-r  Horace,  a  young 
man  of  ransiderable  (nlvnts  and  acquirements, 
who,  after  Kpc-nding  several  years  abroad,  had 
ju&t  returned  tu  take  ponfteasion  of  his  paternal 
mansion  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oakley. 

Horace  and  Frances  Vcrnou  were  the  only 
children  of  a  vctj  gallant  officer  of  high  family 
and  moderate  fortune,  who  had  during  hit  life- 
time been  one  of  the  most  zealous  followers  of 
the  two  factions  (the  English  Montccchi  and 

Capuletti)   who  divided  H shire,  and   had 

beque«th<>d  to  hi«  son  as  abundant  a  l^^y  of 
prciudicr*  and  feuds  as  would  have  done  bo* 
nour  to  a  border  chieftain  of  the  GfWntb  cen- 
tury. The  goodgencral's  prime  aversion,  his  pet 
hatred,  bad  of  course  fallen  upon  bin  neiuvst 
oppooenl,  his  next  neighbour,  who,  bnidn 
the  sin  of  espousing  one  interest  in  H  ■  —  ohire, 
^H  as  the  general  espoused  anolber^-of  being  an 
^^      uncnmpromiiing  whig,   (radical  his  opponent 
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«^  fua  to  ail  himr)  »  the  f^menl  ww  «  de- 
tttainetl  turr  —  had  cooiituttrd  theunpaniao> 
akk  crime  of  makic^  bii  own  largv  furiuiK-  a»  a 
S^BU  menhaiu ;  uud,  nol  conteoi  with  pur- 
dMling  a  omunlenhle  estate,  which  the  gtnerml, 
to  wirar  off  old  mor^igM,  Iwd  found  it  cunve- 
nimt  to  eeli,  had  meted  a  hu^  staring  red 
beo*  within  tight  of  (he  Hoi]  windowi,  whnc 
be  ke^  twice  as  roaiiT  honwa,  carriage*,  and 
«rvuit9,  and  aaw  at  least  three  timea  aa  niueb 
«Dn|Mny,  a>  his  aristocratic  nei^bour.  if  ever 
one  ^oai  son  of  M  man  hated  another,  (for  ther 
vnr  bdth  excdtent  pcnniu  in  thbr  war.) 
GeiMvml  Vernon  haled  John  Pa^- 

John  Pa^,  on  t>>*  »M^  "i^o  <eomed  to  be 
outdoBe  in  an  hooc^i  Eng^kfa  avcfsioa  by  any 
MTT  in  Christeadom,  detested  the  |;enerai  with 
Mwd  ciwdialitT ;  and  a  warfare  of  the  moat  in* 
>aHiatf  aninkwjty  eonied  between  than  at  ail 
nho  1  when*  it  wa<  pouible  that  dispute*  should 
hr  introduei-d,  at  vestries  and  county  nHvtinga, 
at  euaiter-aossioas.  and  ai  the  weekly  bench,  in 
tlMM  ilrininabes  the  genenl  bad  much  the  best 
«f  the  tettle.  Not  only  was  hia  par^  uoee 
pawveful  and  inSueDtia],  but  hii  haired,  betog 


r'-TBB  SILVEE  AOaoWL'  ' 

of  'ifi*  eoH,  courtly,  provokinj;  Sort  thai  never 
oonicx  to  TCurdft,  gave  him  much  >dv«ntage 
over  m  adversary  hot,  angry,  anil  pcttilaot, 
whose  friends  had  pjvat  diRiruity  in  rettraiat 
ing  biin  within  the  fxnnittrd  bouttds  uf  civil 
dispuution.  An  ordinary  ch«in|iiua  would  have 
bcm  driven  fn>ni  the  field  liy  »uch  a  succession 
of  dcfratii ;  but  our  reformer  (so  he  dHightvd  to 
njlv  liinuelf)  had  qualities,  good  and  bad, 
whidi  prevented  his  yielding  aa  inch.  He 
was  gantp  to  the  bock^bone.  L«t  him  W 
beaten  on  a  qunlion  fifty  tJmeit,  and  he  would 
advance  to  Ihv  condMt  the  fifly-firnt  at  stoutly 
OS  (•ver.  He  wna  a  disputant  whom  there  was 
ao  tiring  down. 

Y<  John  Page  was  of  a  character  not  uncommon 
ib  hit  class  in  this  age  and  country.  Acute 
and  ahrewd  on  many  subjects,  he  was  yd  on 
■Dtne  favourite  topics  prejudiced,  obstinate,  ofu* 
nioDstMl,  and  conct^trd,  lu  your  self-i-ducated 
man  is  often  apt  to  be :  add  to  this  that  he  wa« 
irritable,  imjietuouA  and  violent,  and  w«  liuve 
all  the  elements  of  a  good  baler.  On  the  otber 
hand,  iie  was  a  liberal  laaster,  a  hospitable 
ndgbbour,  a  warm  and  geoeraua  friend,  a  kind 
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donate  rclntiiJiiK,  embrowned  by  long  travel, 
but  manl^,  graceful,  spirited,  snd  inleiligetii, 
even  beyond  their  expectations,  found  them  i>n 
the  ere  of  the  archery  meeting,  atMl  wsa  pre- 
vailed upon  by  ills  motlirr,  fnr  too  ailing  u  wo- 
iDiui  to  attend  public  plncest,  to  estairt  his  fitter 
and  her  chaperone— a  female  cousin  on  a  visit 
at  the  house — to  the  appointed  »ceoc  of  amuse- 
ment. 

•I  A  hajipy  party  were  they  tliat  eveninj;! 
Horace,  reMored  to  ha  own  country  and  his 
own  home,  bis  birthplace,  and  the  scene  of  bis 
eat^cst  and  happiest  recoUccttons,  seal^.'d  be- 
tween his  mild,  placid,  ^rraciuus  mother,  and 
the  pretty  timid  aiiter,  with  whose  simplicity 
mad  singleness  of  mind  he  was  enchanted, 
teemed  to  have  nothing  mtnv  to  desire  on  t»rth* 
He  was,  however,  sensible  to  something  like  a 
revulsion  of  feeling;  for,  Iwsides  being  a  duti- 
ful inheritor  of  his  father's  aversions  and  pre- 
judices, be  had  certain  ancient  quarreU  of  his 
own  —  dimeiit  with  guniekeepers  and  sJwwting 
and  fishing  cqiiabbles,  and  such  like  quentiony, 
to  settle  with  Mr.  Pagi-.  He  did  certainly  feel 
Kunetbing  like  disappointment   when,  on  in- 
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quiring  into  those  family  detaiU  which  his  long 
absence  hail  rendered  so  intcnsting,  he  found 
this  thvir  old  Iterrditary  ificniVi  the  man  wliom 
)ip  thought  it  merilortoiiit  to  hute,  traDsmuled 
into  their  chief  adviser  and  friend.  Mr.  Fage 
had  put  a  atop  to  a  Lawsuit  in  whicli  his  mo- 
ther's dower  and  his  sister's  small  fortuno  were 
involved,  and  had  settled  the  matter  for  thctu 
so  advnntageou^ly  that  thi^y  wi-rc  better  ulf 
than  before:  Mr.  Page  had  di«cuvereil  and  le- 
corered  the  family  plate  abstracted  by  a  thiev- 
ing butler,  and  had  moreover  contrived)  to 
the  unspeakable  comfort  of  both  ladies,  tlwt 
the  thief  )ihould  not  be  hanged ;  Mr.  Page 
had  sent  out  to  Ku»ia,  in  a  most  ndvaiitag». 
otts  ntuatioii,  the  old  steward's  grand*uD> 
the  pet  lind  protigi  of  the  family ;  Mr.  Page 
had  transported  to  the  Swan  lliver  a  vattt- 
ritn  cousin,  the  family  plague;  Ur.  JRigt 
had  new-filled  the  conKerratory ;  Mr.  Page  luicl 
new-elothcd  the  garden  wall ;  and,  fuially,  as 
Frances  declared  with  tears  in  her  eyeo,  Mr. 
Pagft  hsd  mvcd  her  dear  mother's  life  by  fetch- 
ing Mr.  Brodie  in  the  crivisof  «  qtiinsey,  in  a 
space    f  time  which,  coitsidenng  the  distance. 
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would  seem  mcTrdible.  Thi*  last  assertion 
com  pi  cl  fly  ailcnoetl  Hvrauv,  wiiu,  tu  ihi-  (irevj. 
ous  featc,  had  exhibited  a  mingled  incredulity 
of  ibe  beoefits  bdng  really  i-uufcmd,  oiid  an 
anaoyance  at  receiving  Wnelit*  from  Mvb  a 
quarter,  siippoung  (hem  to  be  ak  ^rcat  us  tbdr 
glowing  gratitude  rejjreseiiled.  He  »aid  n» 
more;  but  the  feeling  oouliaued,  and  when 
fm»r  Frances  began  to  talk  of  her  dear  friend 
and  Achoolfelloiv,  Lucy,  Mr.  Page's  only  child — 
of  her  talent  and  beauty,  and  her  thoUMud 
amiable  qualities — and  whm  Kirs.  Vernou  ftdd«l 
a  gentle  hint  at  to  Uw  Urge  fortuuc  ttint  she 
would  inherit,  Horace  smiled  and  Baid  noltuug, 
but  *fent  to  bed  as  thoroughly  dctvnuincd  to 
hate  Mr.  Page,  and  to  lind  his  daughter  plain 
and  disagreeable,  as  his  deceased  father,  the 
genprnl,  could  have  done  fur  tbe  life  of  Jiim. 
"  I  see  your  aim,  my  dear  mother  and  aster," 
thought  he  to  himwlf ;  "  but  if  tuy  fortune  be 
limited,  bo  arc  my  wiabea:  aod  L  am  not  the 
man  tu  enact  Master  Fenton  to  Ihiii  Anne  Page 
of  yours,  or  Lacy,  or  ivbalever  her  name  may 
be,  (bough  fhe  were  (he  richest  tallow>ii>cr- 
chaiil'»  daughter  in  all  Itusaia." 


as 
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So  thinking  he  went  to  bed,  and  so  thinking  h^  1 
arose  the  next  niorning^the  grv&t  morning  o4 
tlic  arcbery  tnoftin^ ;  and  Ills  xplvcii  was  by  ni]i| 
means  diniini»l)ct)  when,  on  looktitg  out  of  liii 
wiiMJow,  the  great  ugly  red  bouse  of  his  rictftJ 
ud^buur  stared  him  in  the  face ;  and  on  look- 
ing to  tbe  other  side  of  the  park,  he  was  differ,  i 
ently  but  almost  as  uD|d?a«iintly  aiTvcted  by] 
an  object  on  which  most  pcTious  would  havwj 
gazed  with  cU-ligbti— his  prelty  little   aHter^i 
light  and  agile    as  a  bird,  praclixiag  at  thftl 
largely   and  almobt  dancing  with  joy   as  slivj 
lodged  an   arrow   within  tbe  gold : — (or  Ua-  \ 
race,  just  arrived  from  the  Continent,  was  not 
only   quite   free  from    the   prevailing   mania, 
but  bad  imbibed  a  strong  prejudice  against  tb« 
amusement,  which  be  considered  too  frivolous 
for  o>en,  and  loo  full  of  attitude  and  diiiplay 
for  woman, —  effeminate  in   the  one  sex,  aiHl 
maKuiinc  in  the  other. 

He  loved  hix  Mister,  however,  too  well  to  en- 
tertain the  Hlighlest  idea  of  interrupting  a  diver- 
sion in  which  she  look  m>  much  pleasure,  and 
which  was  apfMvred  by  her  motbcr  and  sane* 
tioitnl  by  general  usage.    He  joined  her,  llwra- 
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ferV)  not  intending  to  ray  n  word  in  disappro- 
b«tk>n  of  tlir  sport,  with  a  kind  otw-rvntion  on 
her  pmfiineDcy  and  a  proj^nosdc  that  she  would 
win  the  Silver  Arrow,  when  all  his  good  ri?H>lu- 
tionm  were  overset  by  her  reply- 
' '  *'  Ob,  brother  !**  said  Fmaecs  in  a  melnn- 
cboly  tone,  "  what  «  pity  il  'i%  Uint  you  should 
have  »t«y<'d  nil  th«  summer  in  (Tenimny,  where 
you  had  nu  opportunity  of  target  pruelice,~-nf- 
else  you  too  might  hare  won  a  silver  arrow,  the 
jCentlenieD''8  prixe !"  a/I 

^  I  win  a  silver  arrow  !"  exclaimed  Hotmcc, 
Dearly  M  much  iwlotii^hrd,  and  quite  as  much 
)candldi.^t:d,  an  Miss  AralH'lla  Morrix  when 
threatened  by  Poor  Jack  to  be  made  a  tint 
lieutenant ; — '*  I  win  a  silver  arrow  T  ■* 

*'.Why  not?"  rejoined  Franee&.  **  I  am 
sure  you  were  always  cleverer  than  anybody: 
you  ulway*  carried  away  the  prizes  at  school, 

id  the  honours  at  Colk^e  ;  and  1  duD't  siip- 
you  have  loat  your  amhilioD," 

•*  Ambition !"  again  echoed  Horace,  who,  a 
very  clever  young  man,  and  by  oo  means  de- 
void  of  (hat  high  qualit]',  thought  of  it  only  in 
its  large  and  true  seitw,  a»  the  intpiration  which 


-Oh.  famher!"  iiihiwiJ  P«li«.  rfwk. 
ti  pt  iftr  iBB  M  taH  uiciunil  tnatneat  of 
the  object  «f  bcr  csdnaudc  im1, — "d«ar 
tvotkn-  i — 6af .  Id  be  Hirr,  Ukt  bsrv  do  anb- 
oy  on  UM  CoMnMHt. 
-••  No,''  retanied  Hntce ;  "  ihey  •»  wiser., 
'Itta^gfa  Il)«I)PTe  there  UT  bowG — bows  made  of ' 
vfeBAonc — *inoog»t  mom;  uf  tbr  nidnt  tribes 
of  ibe  CaiMf i«.  Tkcy  luc  tbc  wnpan,  ra  com- 
mon witfa^otber  Mvagec ;  bul  wb«rvT«rdvilixa- 
tioo  hat  tpnaid,  it  bss  disappeared  :  and  I  don't 
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know,'^  pursued  this  conttunscious  des|u>er  of 
the  bow,  "  that  one  could  find  a  better  cnterion 
to  mark  tlie  boundary  of  citltivated  and  unculti- 
vated, inlcllcctual  and  unintellectual  nation)*, 
than  tlieir  having  so  far  kept  up  with  the  Btream 
of  improvement  a*  to  abandoa  so  ineffectual  a 
mode  of  procuring  tht-ir  food  or  (.layinf^  itieir 
enemies,  and  taken  to  steel  and  gunpowder." 
nn  *fOh,  brother,  brother !"  rejoined  the  disap- 
pointed damsel,  "  what  sad  projudices  you  have 
r  brought  borne.'     I  madu  tureof  your  liking  an 
.■musemeot  so  chivalrous  and  aristocratic  !"  - 
■,    "Chivalrous  r  retorted  ihc  provoking  Horace: 
*'  why,  not  to  go  to  the  fountain-bt^iui — to  Chau- 
cer or  to  Froisaart, — 8cott,  who  amongst  hi* 
t  thousand  services  to  the  world  has  taught  every- 
•  body,  oven  young  ladies,  the  usage*  of  by-gonv 
ligcs,  might  have  told  you  that  the  knighl*., 
whetlKT  of  reality  or  of  romance,  fought  with 
-ibe  lauce,  and  in  armour,  and  on  horaeback. 
tuYou   should    have   gotten   up   a  tournament, 
'.fnacboi],  if  you  wisIiL-d  to  restore  the  amu8c> 
foenU  of  the  days  of  chivalry :  and,  as  to  the 
bow  l»eing  aristocratic — why,  it  was  the  weapon 
1  of  thieves  and  outlaws  iu  it*  ido^i  picturesque 
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use,  ami  of  ilieconmwn  K>ldiersof  the  timoin  its 
moat  resfjeclablc  The  hij^iwayniaa'a  pistols, 
Fanchette,  or  the  brown  musket  i  Choose  which 
jou  wiU." 

"  Nay,  brotlicr '.  I  mean  in  &  siibisequenc 
age — S3  an  amuHenient,''  aj^ain  pU-aded  poor 
Fatictiette.  "  1  am  sure,  if  you  were  arguing 
on  my  aide  of  the  question,  you  could  bring  lifiy 
quotations  from  the  old  poets  to  prove  that  in 
lliat  sense  it  wii»  aristocratic.  Could  not  you, 
nowP  Confess!  you  who  never  forget  any- 
thing !" 

"  Nay,"  retorted  her  brother,  laughing,  "  it:4 
ii  hardly  haiHlvoioe  to  contend  with  so  courte- 
ous an  advercary :  but,  wiihgut  pleitding  gailiy 
to  the  memory  of  which  you  are  plett»ed  lo  nc- 
ctiK  me — for,  Heaven  have  n>ercy  upon  that 
man  who  shall  recollect  all  that  he  reads  ! —  I 
do  remember  me  of  a  certain  passage  very 
apropos  to  my  line  of  argimieitt,  in  a  certain 
comedy  calle<l  '  Tiie  VV'ils,'  written  by  a  cer- 
tain knight  yclept  William  Davenaut,  who,  if 
old  Master  Aubrey's  scandal  may  be  believed, 
(and  the  gossip  of  two  hundred  years  ago  lu- 
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•umcfl,  bp  it  observed,  a  far  more  lofty  and 
Tvncrabii-  air  than  tbv  liult^uttlo  of  yesterday,) 
(night  l>oaiit  a  more  than  draroalii*  relatiun»1ii]) 
to  tile  greatest  poet  (hat  ever  liv«cl — William 
Sh(ikK|>('itre.*  A  tlnsliing  gnlliint  of  those  daya 
is  jmnni^inf;  his  fair  iniatresA  to  reform:  how 
lie  kept  his  word,  is  no  concern  of  mine;  but 
(huE,  amongst  other  matters,  sailh  the  gentle- 
man : — 

■ '  Tbi»  (kbfMlieil  vrhingaid 
I  wilt  recUiiu  tu  comply  bow  and  amws 
And  tiiaol  wiih  habenlaiihera  M  Fiiisburf, 
And  In:  thought  (he  srendchild  of  Adam  BelL'  *'"*' 

"  Now,  what  do  you  Miy  to  this,  fair  lady  ? 

I'faith  I  wish  that  for  just  ten   minutes  — no 

longer— 1  liad  tbc  memory  which  you  impute  to 

"  Sii  WiDiun  Davcnant  hiul  ihe  luck  to  be  connechd 
iqlbjoHl  uaiues  and  great  cveuLi.  To  My  nolliiiig  ur  lii»- 
Uirioil  mallen — filh  which,  himever,  he  was  niiicb  mucd 
up — and  the  lungi  and  queeos  and  princes  nmongsl  whom 
h*  tirtd,  he  ii  rcportnl  to  ha*«  been  Shak«p«ate'«  Dtr^ll- 
■nftte  >on ;  lu  hart  betu  uved  fcum  ei<.-i;utiuii  at  AltlionV 
Inlercestion,  whwe  life  he  had  the  honour  ai»J  bupf  men 
of  w*i>if  in  relum :  and  he  cetuinlt  Joined  Kf  nllhet*  Locke 
'm  prodaciog  "  Macbeth"  with  the  grandeit  miuic ;  h*l|)ed 
Drjrdeii  Ui  alter — that  i),  lo  ipoil  —  "Tlie  Temiwit;" 
had  one  of  the  iwa  thntriol  paicnu,  iiilcodiicrd  painte<) 
Kenei,  and  was  buried  close  to  Chaucer. 
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nitv  for  the  sole  purpo!!*:  of  smothering  you 
vitli  quviatioiis  to  the  same  ettitct."  t 

"  Well !  it  is  confined  to  th«  gentry  now,  tA^ 
all  events.     Voii  c«iinot  deoy,  brotbor,  tliitt  it 
is  all  the  fasKiun  at  the  pment  day.** 

'*  Which  is  tantAinount  lOMving,"  re*pon<led 
the  stubborn  dispuuni,  **  that  it  will  be  out  of 
fashion  to-morrow.  Aristocraliciudced  I — why, 
tbv  '  haberdashers*  apprentices'  will  be  sliootin^ 
in  every  lea-gunlen  round  l^ndun  before  the 
Mimmer  ia  over.  *  And  what  for  no  'f'  as  M^ 
Dods  would  say :  the  recreation  a  just  within 
rpaeh  of  their  ability,  pecuniary  and  mental. 
And  here  in  the  country,  where  crerybody 
that  can  coinmnnd  a  cow's  grass  can  set  up  ihv 
buIU  and  nhoot  with  double  euds,  aa  you  call 
tbem,  why,  if  you  expect  to  keep  your  sport  to 
yourself,  Miss  Fanny,  you  are  mistaken." 

"  At  all  event*,  Horace,  it  is  clatacal,'''  said 
Miss  Fanny,  pushed  to  her  last  defence ;  "  and 
that,  to  a  traveller  just  from  Greece,  ought  to 
be  KHne  recommendation.  How  often  have  f 
heard  you  my,  that '  Philoctctes'  is  the  second 
tragedy  of  the  world,  - — that  which  approaches 
next  to  Lear  in  the  great  dramatic  purpoec  of 
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rousng  faty  and  indignslhin  ■  And  what  Is 
*  Philoctctcs'  al>out,  from  first  lo  Use,  biil  the 
bow  and  arrows  of  Hercules  ?  And  where  in  nil 
Homer —  all  Pope**  Homer,  I  mean,  (for  I  do 
not  know  the  orif^nal—l  wish  I  did,)  can  we 
find  mori.^  bvniitiful  linrs  thnn  those  which  dr- 
scribe  Ulyaaca  bending  the  bow.  1  will  match 
my  quotation  against  yourx,  brother,  if  you  will 
consent  lo  rest  the  cause  upon  that  issue,"  con- 
tinued Frnnei'*,  beginning  to  rei>eat,  with  great 
animation  and  gracefulne«M,  the  vcrwes  to  which 
she  had  alluded  :  ^.i 


'  And  now  hia  well-known  bow  ihe  muler  bore. 
■Hitii'd  on  all  tidot,  and  vww'd  it  o'w  anil  o'er ; 
Ltst  lime  or  wnrmi  lind  dune  tlic  weapon  wron^, 
lu  oHiinr  nhirni,  and  unliied  so  lon^. 
While  lomc  deriding: — How  he  liimt  the  liowl 
Smw  oth«r  like  it  »att  the  raan  miui  know. 
Or «!««  would  copy ;  or  in  hoxn  ha  dtali ; 
PtrliBpB  lie  makra  ihem^^r  pcrhajit  h«  ilmli, 


Hluit 


llMd  iMt  he  htard  Ihem,  bnt  dudain'd  reply ; 
TTw  bow  pcmsing  witli  exacUst  cje. 
Then,  u  »oine  heavenly  minstrel,  Uught  lu  sing 
High  iioitt  responslTe  to  Aie  ircmbling  Mrlng, 
To  some  new  »imin  when  be  adapts  the  lyre. 
Or  llic  dumb  lulc  refill  with  vocal  win;, 
Relaxrn,  ilrain.i,  and  draws  llieni  to  ntid  tto ; 
So  the  great  master  drew  the  nughty  bow ; 
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Andilnw  wuhMM.  One  haad  «loft  dnpltgr'd 

Tbe  bcfKlisg  horiu,  anl  one  tlic  iiringntay'i]. 

From  hit  tvajaf  hand  the  nriog  Ipi  67 

1h)Mi|'d  ibort  ind  nhorp,  likr  (ti«  «hril!  imallow*!  cry- 

A  gwwl  kafiot  mt  tbrough  all  ihc  nee, 

S«ni  wu  evh  h«an,  and  pal*  <m  cmy  Ek«- 

S>(D>  from  abov«  eoniHl ',  ih'iinloldin;  iky 

tn  lt<titnii>g  bum  i  Jwt#  ttiitndet'd  ftom  «m  hifti. 

Fired  Bi  ih«  call  of  Il««*cii'«  alMichiy  lord. 

He  taauk'i  ibc  tbtft  llut  gtitur'd  aa  ibcboud : 

(Fa«l  b)-,  llic  rest  hjr  skepin;  io  ih«  A«adi, 

Rdi  woa  10  ty,  dtt  MMHtigm  oTdMifa.) 

Kon  fiitinf  u  bt  «>^  dw  MkI  he  dicw, 
TluoioGit  ettty  nngln  tcvclliag  hit  view : 
"PMa  nMch*<l  the  AtA,  rtlewrf.  and  gar«  it  wing ; 
Hw  «lriB)ng  arrav  i«nM'd  Atm  ihe  Mtin^ 
SoBf  on  dinct  u)d  Ibroadcd  erety  riof. 
IW  wUd  gate  ill  &r7  scarcely  bonndi ; 
nttccd  through  and  through,  the  lolid  gate  reionodt.' 

"  Bravo,  Fanchon  !"  exdaimed  Horace,  u  hi* 
MfttvT  pau!«<l,  half  blushing  at  the  display  into 
trhich  the  en«f^y  of  ber  defence  had  provolted 
h€r,  — "  Bravo .'  my  ovn  dear  little  sister  !  Beau- 
tiful lines  they  are,  aud  Dtost  beauliftilty  rvd> 
ted  J  nnd  Pope's,  sure  enough— none  of  Broonw's 
or  FctitonV  botchery.  Oi>e  may  know  the  han- 
divork  of  that  most  delicate  arti»t,  in«rt  it 
where  one  will. 

'  Or  ibc  dumb  lute  rrltM  vJA  vocal  win.' 
Who  but  the  luni^ful  hunchback  of  Tn-idien- 
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luun  could  have  put  mkIi  words  to  sudi  ■ 
tbougbtP  Tl«>n  the  rvpvtitiuti  »f  th«.-  »am« 
phraac,  like  tlie  reiwutioiia  in  Miltun,  or  the 
rctunis  upon  the  air  in  Handel !  Thank  ^u  « 
tlwuMuid  limes,  my  dearest  Fanoy,  for  such  a 
proof  of  your  good  ta»ttf.  I'll  forgive  the 
archery,  upon  the  ntrenglh  of  it." 

"  And  the  ApoUo,  brother,"  puriued  Fan- 
choR,  fullovring  up  her  victory,—"  wac  not  he 
an  archer,  tlie  Apotio  Bclvidi-rc  ?* 

*'  Nay,  FanchoD,"  replied  lier  brother,  laugh- 
ing, "  do  Dot  claim  too  much ;  tliat  s  uncvr- 
tain." 

"  Uncertain  !  How  can  you  eay  eo  P  Don't 
you  remenibcc  the  first  line  of  Mr.  Milman's 
poeDt> — that  luatdiless  prize-poem,  «hich  Mm. 
Siddon&  is  said  to  have  recited  in  the  Louvre,  at 
the  fool  of  tlte  statue,  and  in  presence  of  the  au- 
thor ;  one  of  the  finest  compliments,  as  I  have 
beard  you  say,  ever  paid  to  man  or  to  poet : 

'  Baud  y«  the  airow  hurtle  in  Uic  tkjr  < 
ilcanl  jt  the  dngon  morwicr'*  deuhfol  cry  !* 

**  It  Dot  *  hurtle'  a  fine  word  ?  Aivd  are  not 
tbeae  great  autlwrities  .''^ 

"  Sophocles,  and  Homer,   and  the  Apollo, 
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and  Mr.  Milman  ?  Vce,  indeed  they  arc ;  and 
under  their  »tnction  I  give  you  fuU  leave  lo 
win  the  SilvtT  Arrow." 

"  And  you  nill  try  to  win  it  yountc-lf, , 
Horace  ?  I  do  not  mean  lo^y,  but  at  the ; 
next  meeting," 
•'-><^  No,  Panchon !  That  is  too  mudi  to  pro*  j 
mise."  i".i">i 

"  Bui  you  will  go  tn  the  archery  with  rbef* 
*'  Vcft ;  f«r  1  wisJi  to  sec  many  old  Trirnds- 
aipongsl  the  rest,  the  bind  and  excellent  ownerj 
of  Oakley,  and  Mh  nulile  and  charming  lady  ; ' 
and,  a&  I  said  before,  you  have  my  full  per. 
■oifiiiian  to  hrinj^  homo  the  Silver  Anw." 

"  1  should  like  to  do  so,  of  all  things,"  W- 
plied  t'anchoQ,  "  in  sptc  of  your  ooutnnpt ; 
from  which  1  would  lay  my  beet  arrow  that  you ' 
will  toon  be   converted,  and  my  tecond-bcsl 
that   I   eoutd  name  the  converter-     But  my  j 
winning  tl>e  prise  is  quite  out  of  hope,"  cm-j 
tinuvd  the  ytwing   lady,  who,  thorxxighly  un-l 
lucky  in  her  choice  of  Htibjects,  had  no  sooner ' 
run  to  earth  on«of  Horace'ii  prejudices,  than 
Kbe  contrived  to  start  another :  "  there  is  no 
hope  whatever  of  my  winning   t)ie   prise;  for 
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though  I  can  ^oot  very  well  beH  and  U  the 

oth«r  hoiiac " 

"  At  the  other  lioiise,"  thought  Horace,  al- 
mu8t  Rtarling,  a»  the  alanag  red  inwitiiun,  of 
which  Ik  liad  last  ^^ht  iluriiig  tlic  arcltery  d)S> 
pule,  and  Mr.  Page,  with  all  liis  iniquities, 
paascd  before  his  mind's  eje,  — "  ibe  other 
houAc!     Ar^  tlii-y  ns  intimate  as  that   oomes 

tor 

— ^ITiAiid  ean  even  beat  Lucy,"  puruied  poor 
Faachon." 
.  tff.hucy  s^in  I"  thought  her  brother. 

,  -  *'  When  we  are  by  oiirsclvcs,"  continued  lUve : 
"  but  before  titrangers  I  nm  so  nwkward,  aiid 
ikervouH,  and  frigbtvited,  that  I  always  fail.  I 
riwuUl  like  dearly  to  win  the  arrow,  though, 
and  you  would  Uke  that  I  should  win  it,  I  am 
sure  you  would,"  added  she  ;  **  and  Lucy  says, 
(hot  if  I  could  but  think  of  sonvething  elsc, 
and  forget  (hut  people  were  looking  at  nir, 
■he  in  tan  I  should  ituccerd.     I  do  n-ally  be- 

Ilieve  that  Luey  would  rather  I  should  win  it 
fitfaan  herself,  bccauae  she  knuwM  it  would  give 
•o  much   pleasure,  not   only   to  me,   but  to 
mamma." 
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T*"  Nolhinf^  but  Lucy  I"  again  thought  Ho- 
race. "  It  seems  as  if  there  were  notlitng  to 
do  in  this  life  but  to  shoot  at  a  target,  and 
nobody  in  the  world  but  Miss  Lucy  Psge. — 
Pny,  FniKhctte,"  aaiil  he  aloud,  "  wbnt  bcoughb-l 
about  Ibi-  rveonciliatioii  between  >tr.  Page'itJ 
family  and  ours ?  When  I  left  Kngland, 
had  nut  spoken  for  years." 

"  Why,  verj-  luckily,  brother,  just  after  you 
want  abroad,"  rejoined  Fanchetle,  "  one  of  the, 
lenanta  behaved  very  unjustly,  and  iDtolcotly^ 
and  UDgratdully  to  inamina;  and  when  ibcfl 
steward  threalcncd  to  punish  him  for  his  mbfil 
cooduct,  be  went  immediately  to  Mr.  Page, 
knowing  that  he  hail  been  at  Tariauoe  with  oar 
poor  father,  to  claim  bts  palronngr  and  protcc- 
tioBk  Howei'er,  Mr.  Page  was  not  the  man  to 
we  a  wouutit  and  a  wi<low,  an  unprotected  fie.^ 
male,  as  be  said " 

r^,'  He  might  have  said,  a  Lady,  Kliss  Fanayi^^ 
qipiin  thought  the  ungrateful  Horace- 

"  Iai|>uiied  upon,"  continued  Fanny.  '^  Sof 
he  came  straight  to  dear  mamma,  oScred  heci' 
his  beat  services  on  this  occasion  and  any  other. 
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mS  han  been  our  kindest   friend  and  adviser 
ever  since." 

*'  I  dare  say,''  said  the  incorrigible  Horace ; 
"  and  Miss  Lucy  wtts  your  schoolfellow  '.  What 
is  die  like  now  ?  I  remember  her  a  pale,  to'ckly/ 
injtignificnnt.  uwkwnrd  girl.  Whom  does  ^e 
raemble?  The  bluff-looking  father,  or  ihe 
vulgar  mamma?" 

*'  You  are  rery  provoking  brother,"  n.'plied 
poor  Fanny,  "  and  liardly  deserve  any  anitwer. 
But  sheiBJUGt  exactly  like  this  rose.  SheVth« 
prettiest  girl  in  the  county  ;  every  body  allow* 
that."  -i£ 

'*  Yc«,  a  inie  country  beauty,  a  full-blown" 
cabbage  rose,"  again  thought  Horace;  who  had 
not  oondeKcnded  (o  observe  thai  the  half-blown 
fiowcr  which  his  sister  had  pre*ented  to  him. 
and  which  he  was  at  that  instant  swinging 
unoooBcdously  in  his  hand,  was  of  the  delicate 
muden  blush,  mode  to  blow  out  of  its  season, 
as  every  gardener  knows  Iww,  by  cutting  off 
th«  buds  in  the  ^ring.  *'  A  full-blown  blowzy 
b<-Auty,  SA  vulgar  and  as  forward  as  both  her 
pifrents,  encouraging  and  patronising  my  ststcl'^'' 
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fnnoMli !  —  she,  the  dac|diter  of  m.  mDow. 
ekaat! — just  as  t\»  tatWei  pnM«cU  iny  daae 
BxNbcr.  Bcally,"  iImk^i  Mr.  VernoB,  "  our 
CmilT  is  mucfa  todrbied  to  thna  T  Ami  with 
tkm  thoagbts  in  bo  mind,  and  coiKempl 
to  bb  bent,  be  kI  off  witb  Kranees  to  Uw 
uehay-gnmod. 

On  anivit^  at  tb»  drsdncd  «pot,  all  othv 
fafalp  wm  satpvudnl  in  adminiuan  of  tbr  es- 
ti— JiujfT  besnty  of  tb»  wear.  Hunux-,  4 
ttBTcUer  of  DO  ordinary  latte,  felt  its  charts 
tbn  mon*  BtnmglT  from  the  decided  KogUib 
cbaracter  impressed  oo  every  object,  'the  um 
was  rmtfacr  Ttrilcd  than  shrouded  by  lij^bt  t«i 
poary  douda,  froDi  which  be  ercry  Do«r  and 
that  emerfted  la  hi»  fuUe»t  s^ory,  costing  all 
the  magic  of  light  and  sbAdow  on  ibr  majntie 
aiks  of  the  park, — oaks  Karcely  to  be  rJTallnl 
in  tbe  toyal  fomts  —  *od  ao  the  fenerable 
aid  £a|i^h  maonoa  which  stood  emboaooMd 
anoogst  ita  own  rich  wuodlaud-  The  bouM 
was  of  the  days  of  Klizabelli,  and  ooe  of  tb* 
mcBt  beautiful  eivctiunit  of  thai  age  of  pie* 
(itreaque  domestic  architecture.  Deep  bayr 
windows  of  various    sbapea  were  EurmoUDted 
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b^  steep  intersecting  roofs  and  bits  of  g»ble 
ends,  nnil  quaint  fanta»lic  cornices  and  high 
turret-like  chimney*,  whidi  gave  a  sin^lar 
grace  and  lightness  to  the  buiMinf;.  Two  of 
tboM  chimncyx,  high  and  diamond-shaped,  di- 
vided M»  M  to  admit  the  long  lin«  of  sky  he- 
tween  them,  and  yet  united  at  dislaiil  intervals, 
linked  together  as  it  were  by  a  chiiiit-work  of 
old  masonry,  might  be  a  study  at  once  fur  the 
painter  and  the  architect.  The  <A6  open  porch 
too^  almoet  n  room,  and  the  hall  vith  its  car^'ed 
chimney-pii'ce  and  its  arched  benches,  the 
waiiHcoIcd  chambers,  the  oak  stnircnscs,  the 
upstair  cliapcl,  (perhaps  oratory  might  !>e  the 
fittvr  word,)  the  almost  conventual  architoctuie 
of  9om«  of  the  arched  passages  and  the  clois- 
tered  inner  courts,  were  in  perfect  keeping; 
and  the  admirable  taste  vhicb  had  abstained 
from  admitting  anything  Lke  modern  ornament 
was  felt  by  the  whole  party,  and  by  none  more 
•troiiglj  than  by  our  fastidious  traveller.  He 
inn  mediately  fell  into  convertatioti  with  Mr. 
Oakley,  the  kind  ami  liberal  proprietor  of  the 
place,  and  his  charming  lady,  (old  friends  of 
hia  family,)  and  was  liatening  with  interest  to 
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fttood  before  him   in   an    af^>i)^'   of  guod-wUlf 
DQisier  and  more  buiitteraus  than  ever. 

Not  only  Mr.  Page,  shaking  Iwtb  hi*  hands 
with  a  itwiiig  iliAt  almost  diitlocatvd  his  shoul- 
den,  but  Mrs.  Page,  ruddy,  portly,  and  smil- 
ing, the  very  emblem  of  peace  aud  plenty,  and 
Mrs.  I>inah  Page,  Mr.  Page'H  untnanied  usior, 
a  grim,  gaunt,  raw-boned  woman,  equally  vul- 
gar-looking in  a  different  way,  and  both  attired 
in  th«  full  tJiroud  uniform,*  Mood  Ix-forf  him. 
At  •liltledislancc,  talking  to  his  mier,  and  evi- 
dently c»ngTatu  latin g  her  <»i  his  return,  stotxl 
Lucy,  simply  hut  t-xquiiiitvly  dreKM-il,  a  lig)<t 
embroidery  of  oak-leaves  and  acorns  having  ro 
plttced  the  bows  which  made  the  other  young 
ladies  aecin  in  an  eternal  flutter  of  green 
ribands;  and  so  delicate,  so  graceful,  so  no-< 
dest,  BO  swvet,  so  complete  an  exemplification' 

'  *  PMfftni  of  •  ]vnt  ottte  in  loeteiy  ate  alwiys  exeotd- 
M^y  oborrrXnt  af  this  tort  of  ngnlulons,  Kith  whidr 
thoM  of  a  tuptrior  ehu*  (who  Imoir  nnctlj  the  wonh,  «f 
ito  worthlOKicn,  ot  mch  fonni)  fwl  ihai  they  tmy 
4fip«ise,  utiTesi  ihvy  happ«n  lo  chime  in  witli  their  con- 
rnirac*  or  ihelr  inclirotion.  An  o<rer«nxieijr  to  he  in 
t)H  (Uiioa  it  one  of  the  distinctive  maifci  of  aparcMM. 

VOL.  ill.  n 
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«(  MoeiK  aad  li^>f>J  yquthfiilnras  that, 
Borare  tanol  l«  aAint*  bar  aad  caught  hi& 
ua»r'>  trtiiwphl  ere.  ihr  words  of  Fleteim 
Mki>I)p» — 


Uc 


eoevemoB. 

liul  iu»  finl  necpdm  bad 
watt  bmek  lA  akmke  haaiU 
wiib  Mr.  P^e,  tad  u>  thank  him 
for  hk  MTvien  aad  aitcotiona  to  his  nuHber 
dannig  Im»  abHSoe:  and  «bcn  bifr  oJd  opponent 
dadaitJ  mth  mudi  ivanDth,  that  maj  little  u»e 
he  MghT  have  bem  of  v«s  doublv  repaid  by 
tbe  booooi  of  htiag  enplojed  by  so  eiceHenl  a 
ladv)  aod  bT  ih^  un^pcaLtUe  adrant^e  of  het 
Dobce  to  hit  LdcT,  Uotace  realljr  wondered  bow 
ht  comU  ever  ba<«  dioEked  him. 

The  huiiaett  ot  the  d*y  ao«  bi-gaa— "  Uticb 
ado  about  Nothiag,"  pcrhapc— but  still  ao  ani- 
uaicd  and  nUarani  lorDr-  The  pnetly  }irDc«»- 
nooi  of  yotu^  laifies  and  nicely'^iuipfiud  gcs- 
ilenen  marching  to  tbe  soinid  of  the  buj^ 
tnm  twget  to  lai^t,  the  g*y  giwips  of  visitcn 
tauDleriog  in  the  park,  aod  ibv  outer  circle  of 
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country  people,  delighted  sftectators  of  the 
itporc,  formed  altogether  a  picture  of  great  vft> 
riety  aod  interest. 

Lucy  and  Frances  were  decidedly  the  best 
shots  on  the  ground ;  aiid  Hornce,  wh»  witN 
their  constant  attendant,  and  who  felt  his  aTet> 
lion  to  the  sport  melting  away,  he  could  not  very 
well  tell  how,  was  much  pleased  with  the  intcrof-t 
with  which  either  young  innrkHwomnn  regarded 
■he  iniove««  of  the  other.  Jjucy  hiul,  ns  she  de- 
clared, by  accident,  once  lod^^cd  her  arrow  in 
(he  very  centre  of  the  targ«t,  and  wa«  ax  far 
iKfore  Frances  aa  Frances  was  before,  the  rest. 
But  Lucy,  although  the  favourite  candidate, 
sGcmcd  less  eager  for  the  triumph  than  her 
more  timid  friend,  and  turned  willinj;ly  to 
olh*r  suhjccts. 

"  You  are  admiring  my  beautiful  dress,  Mr. 
VemoD,  ns  well  you  may,"  exclaimed  riw,  ns 
ohc  caught  his  eye  resting  on  her  l>eautiful 
6gure :  "  but  it  is  Frances  ulio  ought  to  blush, 
for  this  delicate  embroidery  Ik  her  work  and 
har  taste,  one  of  a  thousand  kindnesses  which 
■he  and  dear  Mm.  Vernon  have  bceu  showerinj; 
upon  me  during  the  Wt  six  years.     She  did 
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not  act  quite  fairly  hy  me  in  tliis  mntler, 
though ;  for  fJtc  should  have  allnwrtl  tne. 
though  I  cannot  juint  with  the  net^llt-  a^  itbe 
dneCi,  to  try  my  skill  in  copying  her  handi* 
work, — and  I  will,  against  the  n«xl  intvting, 
(dtbotigh  it  will  be  only  dis{>laying  my  inferi- 
ority. I  nvvrr  saw  this  drews  or  liad  a  notion 
of  it,  till  last  uight,  when  «he  was  forcul  to  send 
it  to  be  tried  on.  You  do  nut  know  your 
■iMer  yet !" 

-  "I  am  better  arquaint«'d  with  her  than  you 
think  I  am,"  exclaiiiiMl  Horace.  "  We  hsTC 
been  holding  a  long  argument  this  morning: 
juid  nothing,  you  know,  draws  out  ayounglady 
like  a  little  contradiction.  I  mu^t  not  tdl  you 
ihc  subject,  for  you  would  certainly  be  on 
f  rancca^  aide." 

**Y«!  certainly  I  should,"  interrupted  ilic 
fair  Indy ;  "  bo  the  subject  what  it  might- 
right  or  wrong,  I  vliould  take  part  with  dear 
Frances.  But  you  must  not  quarrel  with  her— 
DO,  not  even  in  je«t, — she  loves  yuu  no,  and  ha* 
M>  lunged  for  your  return.  I  doubt  your  know- 
ing her  yet,  oven  although  you  have  liod  the 
adrantfl^  of  a  dispute ;  which  is,  ax  you  say. 
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an  excetleot  r«dpe  fur  drawing  out  a  young 
lady.  I  do  not  think  you  know  half  her 
ntcritK  yet— btit  you  will  find  her  out  in  liinv- 
SKv  iit  so  timid,  that  sumotimcR  &])l>  coiioeitls  Imtt 
powers  from  thoHi-  she  Iovck  best :  lutd  sotne- 
tines  from  mere  nervousness  they  desert  ber. 
1  am  glul  that  she  ha«  shot  ao  well  to-day  :  for, 
Lrifliiif;  us  the  oliject  in,  (and  yvt  it  i«  a  pretty 
English  amusement,  an  old-fashioned  national 
sport — is  it  noi  ?) — trifling  as  the  object  may 
be,  everything  that  lends  to  give  her  cunti- 
dettce  in  herself  is  of  consequenc«*  to  her  own 
comfort  in  society.  What  a  shot  was  that  T 
ieoDtinuci!  she,  a&  Krancee''s  arrow  lodged  in  the 
target,  and  the  bugk-e  struck  up  in  honour  uf 
"  a  gold" — "  What  a  shot !  ntid  how  ashamed 
■he  ia  at  her  own  success !  Now  you  shall  see 
mc  fail  and  not  be  nHliamt^il  of  my  failure."  And 
she  khot  accordingly,  and  did  fail :  und  anot)ier 
round,  wilb  nearly  equal  skill  on  the  pari  of 
Frances,  and  equal  want  of  it  on  thai  of  her 
fiicud,  had  revcrscil  iheir  sittiution.t,  and  put 
Mill*  Vemnn  ut  the  top  of  the  list :  so  lliat  when 
the  company  adjourned  to  their  early  dinner, 
Frances  was  the  favourite  candidate,  although 
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the  xwxt  Toun^  bifin  vck,  in  sporting  phraK, 
■Kkand  neck. 

AiW  ^■nrr,  ko«rv«r,  wbra  the  gmtlnnni 
JwilJ  iW  hdiM  Bod  tbe  (ports  rreomninNm], 
Hit*  Pki^  «■>  mwrhtTg  to  be  fuuiid.  Mrs. 
ftge^  ««  her  daaghtcr  bnog  called  for,  an- 
aoMw d  ta  tbp  wmtirT  ibat  Luc;  hail  nlion- 
(loBCd  tbe  cootnt ;  awl  on  betoj;  utxiouBly  ques- 
tioned by  Uoraee  and  Fnncm  as  to  the  caow 
of  btr  timrotx,  tbe  avowvd  tbsi  «tkc  roiild  not 
KTT  wHl  t«U  what  waa  bttome  of  ber,  but  (hal 
abt  fiaaod  she  vas  gane  «tlh  ber  £atht.T  and 
Amt  Dinah  ta  sesnch  of  ihe  Ladre  FouDtaiot 
•  wkfanitd  spring,  situate  sorarwbere  or  other 
im  Ae  wen  hundrrd  acres  of  firewoods  which 
railed  tbe  fertile  demene  at  OnlcV;  to  another 
Sne  eatale  bdon^^  to  tbe  tame  p-ntlenian ;  a 
)f«lB|[  whirb  Aant  Dinah  bad  remembereal  in 
ber  rhitdhood,  befote  ibe  fir-tnes  were  phutlMl, 
mi  hid  taken  ft  otVMig  fancy  to  see  again. 
'•And  so  LucT."  pursued  Mrs.  Pluge, "  has 
tbe  archery  and  her  chance  of  the  Silrrr  Ar 
and  hn«  eTx>n  run  away  from  Hi«  Vtmon  tt 
cicplorii^  the  woods  with  Aunt  Dinah." 
*  Sb«  is  gooc  that   Fnnccit  may  ^ain 
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prise.  s\net  crentiiro  thai  she  is!"  tboiigfit  our 
friend  Horace. 

Two  hours  afterwiirda,  Horace  Vernon  fouiKl 
his  way  through  the  dark  and  fragraut  fir  plan* 
tations  to  a  littlr  romantic  glade,  where  ihc  set> 
ting  ran  glanced  between  the  deep  red  trunkt 
of  the  trees  oa  «  dear  spring,  meaitdering  over 
•  bed  of  mossy  lurf  iolaid  with  wild  thjnie, 
and  dwarf  heath,  and  Ihc  delicate  harebell, 
iliumining  a  figun-  fair  us  n  wood-nymph, 
seated  on  the  fantastic  roots  of  the  pines,  with 
Air.  Page  DD  one  side  and  Aunt  Dinah  on  (h« 
bt)^.  '*  You  have  brought  me  good  news*? 
«xelaimed  Lucy,  springing  forward  to  mti^ 
him;  "France*,  dear,  dear  Frances,  has  <won 
the  Silrer  Arrow  r 

"  I  have  brought  you  the  Silwr  Arruw  for 
jfours*4f,"  replied  Horace,  offering  her  tlw  little 
prize  token,  quite  forgetting  Imw  exceedingly 
contemptible  that  pri/.e  had  appeared  to  him  that 
very  morning;  or,  if  remembering  it,  think- 
ing only  that  nothing  could  be  really  contempt* 
iUe  which  gave  occajtion  to  so  pretty  and  *u 
unostentatious  a  sAcrifiee  of-'.'»  feather  in  the 
cap  of  youth." 
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f."  But  bow  can  that  be,  when,  crm  before  I 
decbned  Uw  eonleit,  Fnuiccs  had  bcstcn  me  P 
Thr  price  it  bers,  mkI  tnuat  be  lier*.  1  oct- 
Dot  lake  it ;  and  rvra  if  it  <nrre  mioe,  it  woulH 
give  BM-  DO  {il«asuiv.  It  was  brr  luccras  thst 
WM  my  inuaiph.  Pimy,  take  tbc  arrow  back 
again.  Prav,  pray,  my  ilear  hlhcr,  make  Mr. 
yenMM  take  ibe  ant>«." 

^i*  How  am  I  lo  make  hitn,  Lucy  ?"  inqtriml 
Ittr  £itlNr,  bugfati^. 

"  It  M  jnun,  lassaieyoa,"  replied  Horac*'; 
>*  and  FraDce*  caiioot  take  it,  because  she  has 
just  such  another  of  her  own.  Did  not  you 
know  that  ihrre  were  two  prizes  ?—txie  for  llie 
gmUest  number  oi  good  sbot&, — the  h%hest 
icon',  as  Mr.  Sccrrlary  cnllf  il,  which,  omiog 
probably  to  your  irccuion,  haii  bn^i  aJjuilgvd 
lo  Frances ;  and  atKilhei'  for  the  be»t  Uiot  of 
all,  whiefa  was  fairly  won  by  you.  And  noWi 
my  dear  Ur.  Fsge,  1,  m  my  turn,  shall  spply 
w  you  to  taaki^  your  daughter  uke  the  arrowy 
jad  th«o  I  mu»t  afiiM-al  to  her  to  booour  iaVI 
with  her  hand  fur  the  rwo  &rst  sets  of  qaa-H 
drillrv,  snd  aa  muny  more  dances  as  she  c«r'] 
npare  lu  tne  during  the  rventag." 


4V   THE    SILVER    ARROW^.-i  fl7 

§«And  the  ytiung  lady  nuiled  very  gradou^y, 
and  ibey  danc«d  together  half  the  night. 

A  *■  Well,  brother,"  juked  Frances,  a»  ihry  wcn- 
Ktuming  honH-  togvtbrr  from  Oaklry  Park, 
"how  have  yoH  heva  uiiuwd  at  the  orchery 
meeting?" 

"Hem!"  ejaculated  Horace;  ''that**  a 
Hucy  question.  Nercrtbclcss,  you  nhall  have 
iht^  truth.  I  liki-d  it  iKttter  than  1  expected. 
The  pttK-ti  U  beautiful,  and  tlie  tpoit,  after  all, 
iwtiunal  and  Koglisb."  jotrntl  btta  - 

bo"  Then  you  mean  to  bccotnr  an  archer  ?"Jam 
sii"PerllBps  I  may,"  •.    vn.j, 

-  **  And  to  win  the  next  Silver  Arrow  ?? .  ^  ■  .j 
.  "  if  I  KMOr 

In.**  There '»  a  dear  brother  I  And  bow  did 
you  like  our  good  frivnd  Mr.  Page  ?  Did  not 
you  find  him  national  and  r.ugli«b  aim?"-    ,iia 

"  That's  auulhcr  saucy  question,  Miu  Fai»> 
chon,"  again  exclaimed  Horace:  "  but  lamina 
Uruth-tcUing  humour.  I  liked  your  j^ood  friend 
eictrediugly ;  and  lieariily  agree  with  bun  in 
Uuoking  that  the  oilmiHsion  of  the  country  poo* 
|>lii:,  through  iho  kiodnvH  of  Mr.  Oukley  and 
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I*dy  Margarec,  mininfi  the  variely,  md  the 
crowd,  and  th«  uliinjilioii  c4  a  £ur  with  the  ek- 
ganec  ot  a  filt  c-hampitrt,  foniwtt  by  far  the 
prrttJnt  part  of  the  soenv.  He  is  very  Kngljgfa, 
and  I  like  him  all  the  better  for  so  iKing," 
continued  Horace  manrullj.  "  And  ooir,  my 
dear  little  Fanny,  to  forvvtall  that  saucint 
question  of  all*  which  1  know  to  be  comiDg,  1 
pre  you  wanting  Itefore  our  good  counn  be*^ 
that  I  will  not  tell  you  how  1  like  Mr.  Pa^'t 
fair  daughter  until  1  aai  in  a  fair  way  of  kua*. 
ing  how  Mr.  Page's  fair  daughter  likes  aw,^'  w 

** Thank  Hc-avcn  t"  thought  KsaBoea:  "that 
waa  all  that  I  wanted  to  know." 

*'  And  m,  ladin  both,^  added  Honu:e,  si  {be 
carriage  drove  up  to  the  door  of  thp  Hall  and 
he  handed  them  out, — "it  bt-iog  now  three 
o>dock  in  the  morning,  I  have  the  hooonr  of 
wtahing  you  good<aight." 


.  A'off.— This  little  laleof  the  Archery  Grouad 
Ii  longer  than  is  usual  with  me, — not  fur  (he 
benefit  o(  it"  prtrscnt  race  uf  reader*,  wLu 
nutv  £urly  be  prrsumed  to  lta*e  hod  enough  of 
the  subject  tu  the  county  newspapers  and  ii 
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aMimrj  oon venation,  but  becaute,  if  a  (ew 
Uray  copies  of  n  trifling  book  may  be  pmuinMl 
in  live  for  ten  or  a  dozen  yeara,  it  will  then 
convey  tbat  sort  of  amusement  with  which  w« 
now  and  tlwn  contemplule  some  engrnvin^  of  a 
coatunie  once  fa&hionahle,  laughing  uucily  at 
our  fuiiner  selves,  as  we  think — l>id  I  reaily 
ever  wear  such  a  bonnet  f  or  such  a  sJeeve  ? 
In  proporliun  to  (hv  ))opulanly  of  this  pretty 
amusement  will  be  its  transiency.  The  moment 
that  it  becomes  common,  (and  that  moment  is 
approaching  fast.)  it  will  [mih  out  of  fashion 
and  be  forgotten.  Nothing  is  so  dangerous 
in  thiK  country  as  a  too  great  and  too  sudden 
reputation.  I'he  reaction  is  overwhelming. 
We  are  a  strange  people,  we  Knglislt,  and  are 
sure  to  knock  down  our  idols,  and  avenge 
on  their  innocent  heads  the  sin  of  our  own 
idolatry. 

In  t)ie  me«n  while,  archery  liaK  its  day,  (and 
even  to  have  hod  its  day,  when  that  melancholy 
chaiige  of  taste  shall  arrive,  will  be  somethiug.) 
^^nd  it  has  also  a  minstrel,  of  wlmm  it  has 
more  than  common  cause  to  be  proud.  Every- 
body knows  thai  there  is  nothing  more  pleasant 


t 
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frt^  pmr  and  trreaicT 

Xm.  if  h^paa  dot  ■  thew  puu— 

rhe  0>Uc7  Pkrk  Cfatb,  ImI  a 

Mid  far  AeiByHBOt  of  haodj^ibaim  ose 

rfthtfllllllll   I    briUs   thM    hMbKDKOI 

«Kctkr<brs<rfiMibHaad.  King  Rkkanl 
ml  Fmr  Tuck  miglit  have  duBted  it  in  iW 
hamit'*  oU,  aod  doubtlrw  would  have  done  ao 
had  ibejr  been  aware  of  tU  euMence.  I 
lUMl  Uk  tcBptatioa  at  quoting  a  few  at 
■a  bopcf  of  prrrailii^  on  the  aathor  (it 
pnntod  for  piirate  dbtrifautiao)  to  make  pubL 
the  mt.  It  purports  to  be  tbr  Lcgmd  of  ll 
Pinan-  of  Wakefield — I  presuinc  (altbough  it 
K  not  m  ctitcd  in  tbe  preface)  of  "  Ocorge- 
a^mor,"  «bo  held  that  eMkn,  aod  whose  ex-J 
pkttU  form  ibc  subject  of  a  very  pkaaaot  old] 
plajr<      It  br^n*  ■•  follows : 

*  IW  I'indar  of  V>  aktMd  a  ny  ityit, 
And  obit  I  liM  I  wrilei 
WkJlcM  4  cImV  of  Onafbnb, 
Bat  now  ■  wmleriiig  wisbL 


^^^^^^^^^^^hm     ^^H 

i 
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H 

fX          "Whpn  biid*  ^ing  flw  in  boww  and  tree. 

And  iporls  jic  to  (he  fotu, 
With  Rildlc  and  long-bow  ferlli  I  pace. 

~                AnPlwbtisdid  of  yoK. 

""          "  The  twurg  of  holh  b«M  lilsclh  roc 

fAt'^i  ■('  By  those  &ir  ipou  of  earth. 

y,i             WhciT  Chaucer*  coun'dhiimiuslnitsjr. 

And  Aifn-d  dr«w  ]iit  birth. 

1' 

*'  And  whauo«vtr  chftnc«  concait 

4 

Within  my  brajn  dolh  lishl, 

"J  '           li  irk-kleth  lo  my  fing«n'  end«. 

fj ,                Aiid  neodf  I  muit  indito. 

tAl  nj  "  Even  thtti  my  godfjihcr  of  (inKcr, 

1         ^Vh(l•c  worthy  name  I  l>ci(,                              , 
()f  a  cock  or  !i  bull,  or  ■  rrhale  nould  litii;. 

^'                 And  tcldom  stopp'd  lo  ttxt. 

"'far  whoM>  shall  pi  uniiy,' quolh  h». 

U    '.'              '  MyMVcreign  will  luid  law. 

>|J<>    '1      Ol«lrp<th»ln)y  «lr»iinliviu«                              , 

In  hope  to  Biiiir«nnic  Haw, 
Certes,  I  rrck  of  llic  loiuie  knarr 

■ 

A>  an  Mglo  of  a  daw.'                                   ' 

■ 

^i         "  Yet  wboinfoc'er  in  wtvtthnjt  rinj[ 

■ 

^           ^1                  Ue  ipied  to  b«a/  biin  >tn»Dg, 

■ 

L             ,  I               "( whom  he  kunw  a  guud  uiaii  anil  true, 
^K                            He  clapp'd  him  in  a  fong. 

■ 

1 

^^           •  Chaucer,  it  is  mid,  raided  at   IXnininglon  Cattle: 

Alfrad  was  boni  31  Waotago.     Ilenc«  a  clue  to  the  localiiy 

1 

of  the  ballad. 

i 
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Iff       "  LUlo  binii  11  Nueili  ms  lo  tall 
Some  fjito  in  former  jmr», 
Otiha  mprry  torn  all  ind  jtoineo  lall 
Who  irtre  my  jovisi  frnn." 

And  %o  on  to  the  «n<l  of  the  ch.ipter. 

To  illiiMlrute  l>avensnt''s  exprcBsioti  ns  <\aot- 
ed  by  Horace,   I  copy  from  a  very  accunte 
recorder  of  the  antiquities  of  the  metropolis  an' 
account  of  Finsbury  Fields,  in  tin;  days  when* 
haberdashers' apprentices  and  other  city  youths ' 
rpsortcd  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  archery,—  the 
rrmoic  and  gorgi-on*  day*  of  the  Staidcii  Queen.'' 
It  is  very  well  linovrn.Io  everyone  whrt  ii^ 
at  all  acquainted  with   th«  ancient  history  or 
topography  of  Ijondon,  that  ihc  northern  part ' 
of  Finsbury  Fields— that  is  to  8ay>  from  the^ 
prc*mt  Runhill  Row  almost  to  Islington —wasl 
once  divided  into  u  uiiiiilx'r  of  Jarge  irregular' 
pieces  of  ground,  enclosed  by  luanks  and  hwlge»i"J 
1^  constituting  the  places  of  exercise  for  the  City ' 

^H         Archers.     Along   the  boimdnrics  of  each   of 
^^  Ihwe  fields   were  set    the   various   mark*  for 

^H  shooting,  formerly  known  tinder  the  names  of 

^B  Targets,  Bull*,  Prickc*.  and  Hovers  ;  nil 
^M  which  were  to  be  shot  at  with  different  kinds 
^M        of  arrow».     They  were  also  distinguiiilifd  by 
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their  own  respective  titles,  which  were  derived 
citlicr  from  tlicir  siltiatiun,  their  prijpriclors, 
the  person  hy  whom  ibey  were  erected,  the 
Dame  of  some  famous  archer,  or  perhaps  froni 
Mcaii  drcumstuDcc  now  altogether  uiiknowii. 
I'heie  names,  however,  were  often  Kuflicirnlly 
fiinf^ular ;  for  in  an  ancient  map  of  Ftnsburjr 
Ficldi.  yet  extant,  Uiere  occur  the  ittles  of 
f  Martin*  Monkie,"  the  "  lied  Ura^qa,'' 
^  'i'heefe  in  the  Hedge,"  and  the  "  Mercer'a 
Maid.'"  Indeed,  one  of  these  names,  iwt  )es« 
remarkshle,  was  givim  so  late  at  the  year  1746. 
in  consequence  of  a  person,  iuuiM;d  Pittieldi 
having  (Icstmyed  an  ancient  shooting-liutt,  and 
being  obliged  to  restore  it  by  order  of  an  Ad 
passed  in  1632 :  the  Artillery  Company,  to 
which  it  belonged,  engraved  upan  the  ne^ 
mark  the  significant  title  of  "  FitfivU!'»  Kepea^. 
ancc."  The  general  form  of  the  Fin^bur; 
sluwting-butts  was  tliat  of  a  lofty  pillar  at 
wood,  carved  willi  various  devicM  of  hiiinaii 
figures  and  animals,  gaily  painted  and  gilt  (t 
but  there  was  also  another  kind,  of  which  sonte 
specimens  have  remained  until  ulinost  the  pre- 
sent day.     These  oontisted  of  a  broad  and  high 
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sloping  bnnk  of  grp«D  turf,  havinfc  Ull  wit 
of  stout  woodcD  palinf;.  BipiX'Mdinf;  out  oil  each 
side.  Sucli  sliootiiijf-butu,  tiowcvcr,  wvrediiefljij 
for  tlic  {irucliix-  of  (he  more  iRi;x|>en  archerij 
«|k]  not  fur  tbi>»e  wtio,  like  Master  SbaUow'n 
":Old  Double,  would  have  dapt  in  the  clout  at 
twelve  score,  ami  Ciirrivd  you  sforvliaml  shaft  it 
foiirtevo,  and  fuune«n  and  &  half.""     Upon  this 
luMil^of  turf  was  huDf[  the  target,  aud  irometinMftj 
the  side  {wliBg  stretched  out  m  as  to  form 
long  luirrow  lane  for  iIh-  arclH'n  to  stauil  in  jj 
th<!  iiriiK'iiial  intent  of  tlivin  Innng  to  protecvl 
apMtatora  or  pansent-bjr  from  the  danger  of  a 
raudiMn  arrow,  or  ai]  uonkilfu]  markiman :  the 
latter,  however,  if  in  the  Artillery  C'unipanirf 
waa  not   responsible   for  any  pcrson'ii  life,  if* 
previously  lu  l*KtJng  Ry  hi*  arrow,  he  cxdjiii 
";]^yui'^    The  marks  wtire  vrecled  at  various 
distances  from  the  sliooting-placed,  sunw  bdiyl 
Hu^nevras  ^venty.thrcr  yards,  and  olhen  a«| 
far  distant  u*  MxtM-ti  M-orc  and  two;    ihotigb 
the  andent  Euglisb  buw  ii  luud  Miuiclimes  to 
have  been  efTectivu  at  so  iiiiniense  a  diitance  as 
four  hundred  yards,  or  nearly  a  quarter  of, «] 
Vl^f)^   The   fields  in  which  these   butts 
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pUo<^,  were,  in  the  lime  of  KliEabcth,  a  nninuti; 
ntbdividcd  by  bo  tnaoy  dik«ti  aittt  riYuU'ts,  that 
th«  fproumt  wtu  oAen  new. made  where  the  bow< 
men  asiu.-inl>)e<l,  an<i  bridgM  were  thrown  over 
the  ditches  to  form  a  road  from  one  RHd  to 
another.  Like  the  Slough  of  Despond,  bow. 
tver,  they  Kwallowcd  so  many  cart-loads— yea,- 
wag^ii-liHuIs — of  RiuieriiilK  for  filling  iliciti  up, 
thai  old  Stow  ono<^  dtsjlnrod  his  belief  to  be, 
that  if  Moor  t'ield&  were  made  level  with  the 
baUtementft  of  the  City  Wall,  they  would  h& 
Httle  the  drier,  such  was  the  marthy  nature  of 
the  ground.  '' 

It  wa»  in  rhis  place  that  ihr  variou*  troops 
of  archers  which  formed  the  rclebrnlt'd  psgront 
of  the  17th  of  Sqjtetnber,  1583,  ai&embled  prei. 
tiowly  to  that  fainou*  spectacle,  habited  in_ 
thow  sumptuous  dresses  by  which  the  Bowmen 
of  Klizahettrs  reign  were  ao  eminently  distinv 
j^i«bed.  There  came  Barlow,  Duke  of  Shores 
dildi ;  Covcll,  Miirqucs*  of  Clrrkt-iiwcll ;  Wood, 
ihc  Mariijial  of  the  Archers ;  ilie  Ear!  of  Fan- 
cnis ;  the  MarijiieMes  of  St.  John's  Wood,  Hox^ 
tun,  (thaeklewell,  and  many  other  excellent 
marksmen,  dignifii-d  by  niniilar  popular  titles. 
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looK  nxv  forgoctm.  There  was  sodi  gtittfrriig 
of  grtm  T«lvrt  and  saiin,  aDrii  flMpptog  of  the 
coloared  (Umask  enngns  cf  the  lMd«r«,  mdi  ^ 
ptajrtng  of  wooden  thidds  oorercd  with  gay 
bluanry,  uid)  t^uainUy-dreMed  masquer*,  Mich 
pageant^leficn  of  tbe  various  Lcmdon  pariA^ 
which  coDtributed  to  the  ahow— such  melodioiu 
iboutt,  songs,  flights  of  whistling  arrows,  and 
windinj*  of  horns, — that,  as  an  author  of  tbe 
time  truly  myx,  "  such  a  ddight  was  taken  by 
ibo  witneuc*  Ibcrcof,  ut  they  wht  not  for  a 
while  where  they  were."  But  for  those  who 
would  rtijoy  this  pageant  to  perfection^  let 
them  turn  over  (he  leaves  of  Martha!  Wcx)d'» 
very  rare  tract  of**  Tbe  Bowman's  Gkwy,"  which 
really  blaze  with  his  minute  description  of  the 
dresses  and  proceeding*.  Many  a  deed  «f 
archery,  well  befitting  the  fanie  of  Kobin  Hood 
himself,  was  that  day  recorded  upon  ibe  FiDs> 
bury  sJtooting-buttR ;  many  of  the  competitors 
repeatedly  hit  the  white,  and  more  than  one 
split  in  pieces  tbe  arrow  of  a  succeMful  shooli-r. 
Jt  is  clear  from  tbe  admirable  dialugue  be- 
tween SileiKe  and  Shallow,  alluded  to  above, 
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(and  Shakspeare  is  the  best  authority  far, 
everything,  especially  for  Eogli&h  manniTs,) 
thAt  in  the  days  of  Elizabeth  ut  l«-a»t,  nrchi-rj 
was,  u  the  hcru  of  my  little  story  truly  s&id^, 
4i  popular,  and  not  an  aristocratic  amuse*. 
meat. 
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injunction  of  hia  lamenlod  friend,  by  a  ntri^- 
niioits  a|)pli<:utii>n  to  drawing,  in  the  rules  of 
which  hewds  nowsuffidentlv  gmundvd  lu  pursue 
his  sludien  with  perceptible  iniprovcniciit ;  and 
time  and  induHlry  proved  in  his  ate,  uk  in  so 
many  others,  the  beet  realorers  of  you(hfii) 
spirits.  His  talent  too  began  lo  be  recognised ; 
and  even  Stephen  I^ane  had  given  up,  half 
grumblin|{ly,  his  favounle  project  of  taking 
biai  aa  an  apprentice,  And  did  ncrt  np)K»fe  him. 
wlf  so  utreiiuously  n»  hcrrtofore  to  th«  con- 
nexion which  Mrs.  Dtivnl  now  began  to  perceive 
between  her  own  dreiim  of  the  pot  of  gold  and 
Loui»'  diftcovery  of  the  paint-poi.  "  'I'o  be 
*ure,"  thought  honest  Stcphttn.  "  women  will 
be  foolish  and  fanciful,  even  the  heat  of  Vm, 
But  I've  noticed,  by  tintes.  that  every  now  and 
then  one  of  (heiritilliest  fancies  shall  come  true, 
just  out  of  contrarineis.  So  it's  as  well  (o 
htiDWur  ihem  :  and  besides,  if,  as  my  Margaret 
thinks,  Madam  Si.  Kloy  nhould  bo  taking  a 
fancy  to  the  boy,  it  would  be  as  good  as  flnding 
a  {>ot  of  gold  in  right  eamett.  Madam  mum  be 
near  uj)on  fct-cnty  by  this  lime.  Ay,  she  was 
a  fiiH'-grown  young  lady,  prancing  about  upon 
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"■Vory  harshly  roust  iUooDventual  sppellation 
have  soundtxl  in  the  cnrs  of  the  foiinticr  of  this 
brUKb  uf  tlie  St.  £ioy  fkniUy,  a  Uuguciiut 
refugee  of  Klizabelb'b  days,  wKom  tou,  huviog 
becoiutf  connected  with  tliat  most  auli-cuthoUc 
luoiiurch  Jaiu^  the  First,  by  marrying  a  lady 
ahout  the  prrnonof  Anne  of  Denmark,  and  who 
bad  be«u  iu  his  childhood  the  favourite  attend- 
ant of  Prince  Charles,  had  bequeathed  lu  liia 
•UcceaatH^  all  the  chivalrous  loyalty,  the  devo- 
tK>D,aiid  the  prejudi<:efl  of  a  cavaliL-r  of  the  (Jivil 
Wars;  |>rejiidicea  which,  in  the  pervon  of  their 
latest  descendant,  Madeleine  de  St-  Ktoy,  had 
been  tin-ngthonrd  and  ik-cpened  by  her  having 
lust,  iu  the  cuurseof  one  campaign,  aii  only  bro- 
ther and  a  betrothed  lover,  when  &ghting  fur  the 
cause  of  French  loyalty  in  the  early  part  of  the 
revolutionary  war. 

This  signal  misfortune  decided  the  fate  aitd 
th«  ciiaracter  of  the  heiress  of  the  St.  Eloyf. 
Sprung  from  a  proud  and  stately  f^cnetation, 
higli-mindcd,  and  rcscr^'ed,  she,  on  becoming 
mislroHof  herself  and  her  property,  withdrew 
aiin«»l  entirely  from  the  ordinary  commercv  of 
the  world,  and  lol,  in  her  fine  old  mansion,  a 
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i.w  it  werv,  the  odo  into  the  otlii^r.  the  old 
(own  so  richly  ilivcmilinl  in  fortii  uiitl  cnlour, 
with  the  fine  GcMhiv  towers  and  tapering  spires 
of  tlie  cliurcWs,  iiitcrmixi.-d  with  Irecs  aod  gar* 
dens,  tMcke<l  by  woody  hill*,  imd  having  for 
a  foreground  raendowa  alive  with  cattle,  attid- 
ded  with  clumps  of  oak,  and  fringed  with  pop- 
Ian  and  wiUowE,  lending  to  thcdvar  and  wind- 
ing river — the  f;ri-at  river  of  England,  with  iu 
picturesque  old  bridge,  and  its  ever-varyiog 
population  of  bargee  and  boat§.  By  far  the 
finent  view  of  Bclfon)  was  from  ihv  tcrraoc- 
gardcns  of  the  Nunnery. 

Very  few,  however,  were  admitted  lo  parti- 
cipate ill  it»  beauties.  Miss,  or,  as  ehe  rather 
cboae  to  Iw  calKxl,  Mrs.  St  Eloy,  gradually 
drupped  eveu  the  few  acquaintances  which  the 
wclude<l  habita  of  her  family  had  (ivrinittwl 
them  to  cultivate  am»n)^t  tlve  moa.1  aristo- 
cratic of  thi*  country  gentry,  and,  except  a 
nuBKfou»  train  of  old  domestics  and  an  occa- 
sional vikit  from  the  clei^ymau  of  ihv  parish, 
or  ber  own  physician  and  apt>thecnry,  rarely 
.-uimitted  a  Hingle  prnon  within  her  gates. 
^  Still  more  rarely  did  she  herself  pass  the  pre- 
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af  the  vinr  of  ihu 

Ifedddnnor  tlut 

■we«Dd 

as  to  fatu|i;b  at 
the  Nanrr  macb  («]- 
*till  Lcrpt 
tbe  coun-nrd, 
to  MOW  r<iTj 
V  to  attnid  ibe  funenl 
BaWfT— n;  tiie  pariih  church 
3Ji^  St.  KI07  r^iilaiij  attvockd  being 
'.  that  nothic^  but  Mgt  or  inCrmit;  could 
(be  me  of  ■  carriage. 
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Of  age  or  inBrmity  tlio  good  lady,  in  spite 
of  Stephen's  calculation,  bore  little  trace.  She 
WW  still  A  remarkably  linr  womftn,*  with  a 
bright  eye,  a  clear  olive  complexion,  nnd  a 
slender  yet  npri^il  and  vigorous  figure.  Little 
as  she  mingled  in  society,  I  have  Acldom  known 
a  person  of  ber  age  so  much  admired  by  either 
*cx.  Tliv  la<lic«  111!  joined  in  pruidng  hvrolil- 
fa.ihioiied,  pivturesque,  bulf-niouming  costume, 

*  A  friend  of  mine,  nn  Inngcc  young,  but  itill  motl 
cliatming  in  mind  and  pcnon,  juijt,  from  experience, 
"that  it  is  a  line  ihiog  to  be  »  fine  iroman  M  fifty-ei^t" 
(our  Mn.  St.  Eloy  might  have  called  henelf  inn  yian 
older).  "The  nirn,"  uiyi  my  fticod,  "are  not  itfraiit 
of  piDVoking  3  llirtaiion  or  getting  into  ■  Kcape ;  and 
tliey  do  not  knuw  but  I  tnny  have  been  a  beauty  in  my 
]Wi(h,  and  iliey  infiy  be  paying  homogn  ici  n  ihriQe  io  de- 
cay, at  which  ihv  beaux  of  ihc  county — the  noble  und  l)ir 
fittlunnuble— miglit  onct  liavu  bowtJ.  Tlie  wotnen  do  not 
nvj  the  letting  lun,  but  ar«  pleased  to  admire  the  sink- 
inf[  &dinj  bii^lilnen  wilb  lonielhing  like  lh«  feeling  llW 
mixes  now  uud  then  in  our  prai.«iA  al  tho  deiii, — (he  hope 
«f  the  same  bcocvolence  when  their  »un  is  setting.  Be 
MSOred  Ihll  it  \i  t  eery  Rne  thing  lo  be  a  fine  woman  al 
AAy^ht."— I  laxM  bowRvarodd,  Ihm  ihia  lady,  •rboae 
tuniel  ii  lO  chuming,  cloei  not  altcinpl,  cither  in  dnras  ut 
manner,  to  appear  a  day  younger  than  she  really  i«.  I'cr- 
hapi  Ihnt  may  be  one  reason  why  St  dfiy-eighl  she  Is  Mill  «u 
much  admired. 
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the  romance  of  an  early  attachment — by  the 
prwlc  of  an  ilUi»triuiis  descent — by  her  long 
and  nnbrokcn- seclusion,  mid  by  the  xlrotig  but 
minute  chains  of  habit  with  which  she  had  m> 
completely  environed  herself,  that  the  breach  of 
etiquette  in  «  Oerniau  court  would  not  have 
iKen  more  ».lriking  than  any  infraction  of  the 
ruleti  of  this  maiden  household. 

All  went  as  if  by  clock-work  in  the  Nun- 
nery. At  eight  Mr*.  St.  Eioy  row,  nu<I  p«»- 
eeeded  to  a  room  called  the  chapel,  built  oil 
the  consecrated  ground  of  the  convent  church, 
where  Mrs.  Dorothy  Adaniii,  an  uncient  spin- 
ster who  filled  a  post  in  the  family  between 
cumpaiiion  and  lady's-maid,  read  pruyer*  to  the 
assembled  Ecrvants.  Then  they  adjourned  U> 
the  br<-Jtkfast-parlour,  where,  on  a  small  japan- 
ned table,  and  in  cups  of  pea-green  china  not 
much  larger  than  thimbloN,  Mri.  Dorothy  made 
tea.  Thon  Mrs.  St.  Kloy  adjinirne<I  tu  the 
audit-room,  where  the  housekeeper,  butler, 
and  steward  were  severally  favoured  with  aa 
audience;  and  here  she  relieved  the  sick  poor, 
(for  ahe  was  a  most  charitable  and  cxecllcnl 
person,)  partly  by  certain  family  medicines  of 
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htr  own  compoundinj^,  which  vera  for  such 
things  excvcdiDgly  harmless — that  is  to  say,  I 
Dcrrr  hcsrd  of  anybody  that  was  adually  tilled 
by  them ;  partly  by  the  for  nwn  ust- ful  dona- 
tion of  money.  Here  also  she  recdvetl  otlwr 
petitioners  and  complainants,  who  wck  accus- 
toOMd  to  resort  to  her  as  a  sort  of  female  jus- 
tice of  the  pence  for  tcdress  of  grievance* ;  an 
office  which  ihe  perfonned — as  women,  beltiY 
parti«aii6  than  arbitrators,  air  apt  to  perform 
such  uifioes — with  much  ml  bot  Httk-  discre- 
tion, so  that  she  got  into  ditm  scn^iea,  out  of 
which  her  money  and  her  attorney  were  fain  to 
help  her.  Then  she  adjourned  to  the  drawing- 
room,  when  Mrs-  Don^Uy  rend  aloud  the 
newspaper,  Mpcdally  all  that  retated  to  war 
and  battle,  whilst  her  mistress  sighed  over  her 
netting.  Thea,  weather  peraiitttag,  site  took  a 
walk  in  (he  garden.  Then  she  dr\-sscd.  Then 
at  ihrve  o'clock  she  dined,  titting  down  alone 
(for  Mrs.  Dorothy  did  not  partake  of  that  meal 
with  her  lady)  to  such  a  banquet  as  might  ha«e 
fMSted  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Belford — 
I  had  almoM  i>aid,  of  I^ndon— attended  by  the 
old  butler,  Mr.Gilberl  by  name,  in  hitjMwdered 
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pigUul,  his  silk  stockings  and  flowered  sstin 
woistoNit,  and  three  fooimfn  liveriwl  in  blue 
and  yellon'.  Then,  fatigued  with  the  labours 
of  the  day,  she  took  a  gentle  nnp.  Then,  at 
six  precisely,  ulte  drank  tea;  after  which  it  wa« 
Mrs.  Adams's  bustaesi  to  io»e,  if  she  conld, 
several  hits  at  bockgamnion.  Then,  at  Dtne,  she 
supped;  at  half-pasti  prayers  were  read  in  the 
diaprl ;  and  at  ten  precisely  the  whole  bwiw- 
botd  went  to  bed. 

The  monotony  of  this  life  w««  Bomewhet 
aolaoed  by  a  paa&ion  for  such  birds  as  are  com- 
monly seen  in  cai^  and  aviaries.  Mrs.  !^t. 
Eloy  was  noted  especially  for  the  breeding  of 
canaries,  wliow  noiM-,  atrocious  in  most  pUecs, 
•n-red  here  at  leaitt  to  break  the  conventual 
silence  of  the  mansion  ;  and  for  the  education 
of  linnets  and  goldfinches,  to  which,  with  uu- 
wearied  patience,  she  taught  a  variety  of  kucIi 
tricks  as  drawing  their  own  water  in  a  little 
bucket,  fetching  and  carrying  a  bit  of  straw, 
and  so  forth, 

Kncouraged  by  luccenit,  she  bad  lately  uii> 
derlaken  the  more  difficult  task  of  communi- 
cating musical  instruction  to  a  bullfinch,  which 
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■Imdjr  piped  '  God  save  ibe  Kiag*  alaoat  m 
well  »  tbc  burcl-oriESti  from  wbkh  it  iMmcd, 
and  «u  BOW  i^out  to  ester  ttpoo  the  popuUr 
air  of  '  BobiD  Adair,'  aa  perfomed  bv  the 
same  itwtnuBcnt.  Tbe  bird  itaeli*,  and  the  HU 
tie  iM^ui  frum  which  it  learned,  vcrr  placed, 
fgr  the  »ake  of  srparatiati  from  the  (SnarieB 
which  fUkd  tile  drawiaff-Tocn,  in  a  spacion* 
gallery  fonuing  one  of  the  wioga  of  the  houM 
aiHl  runniag  oTcr  the  laundfT.  an  airy  aod 
beautiful  apanmcnt  which  Mn.  St.  Eloy  called 
ibe  nuseum  ;  and  her  pleasure  ia  this  oecupi^ 
tioD  caused  bcr  lo  iafrtn^  vaon  frrqucntlv  on 
Ibe  long-established  rules  for  tbc  emplojiiwiit 
of  ber  ticue  than  she  had  been  known  to  do  iu 
the  whole  coutm  at  her  spiiutertbip.  ll  wa> 
abo  the  cattfic  of  bcr  aniuaititBDce  with  Louis 
Duval. 

ft  Tlie  little  lurd,  to  whom  tbc  and  Mr*-  Doro- 
thy Adaina  had  soinehow  given  the  uanunantic 
nanc  of  Robby,  was  so  lame,  that  they  wen 
«ciru*ti)fued  to  let  him  out  of  his  ca|[e,  and 
allow  biiu  to  perch  oo  the  bam^-organ  during 
tbe  timv  of  hie  muaic  leason.  A  pretty  bird  be 
was,  wiUi  bi»  grc)'  back,   and  his  red  bnont. 
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and  his  fine  intelligent  eye ;  a  pretty  bird,  and 
crxocodingly  priHCy-utuaiivix^d :  hi;  would  how  and 
bend,  and  turn  his  gloasy  black  hvad  to  one  side 
and  the  other,  and  when  offered  a  piece  of  sugar, 
(the  rate  lie  loved  Ixxit,)  would  advance  and  re* 
cede  with  a  very  piquant  mixture  of  shyneH 
and  confidenDL-,  afraid  to  take  it  from  hi.H 
huly^s  iiair  hsnd,  and  yet  so  nearly  taking, 
that  if  thrown  towards  him  he  would  pick  it 
up  bffforc  it  readied  the  tjible.  A  cluirming 
bird  waB  Bobby,  and  such  a  pet  as  never  bird 
was  before.  I  wilt  venture  to  say,  that  Mrs.  St. 
£loy  would  rather  have  lost  a  thousand  potKids 
than  tliat  t>ull6neh. 

One  day,  howerer,  that  misfortune  did  befal 
her.  It  was  on  a  fine  morning  towards  ilie  end 
of  May,  when  the  windows  of  thv  west  gallery, 
which  looked  to  the  garden,  were  open,  Mrs. 
Adanta  griixling  the  barrel-organ  and  Bobby 
perched  upon  it  practiung  '  Robin  Adair,'  that 
the  old  butler,  opening  the  door  with  unwonted 
Nuddennevt,  itartled  the  bird,  who  flew  out  of 
the  window  and  was  half-way  towards  the  river 
before  the  astoundnl  fmialek  hod  recovered  the 
use  of  their  tongues.     The  fint  use  to  which 
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ihcy  put  tliosc  mrmbcn  wu  uf  coune  «  dwit 
of  KMiMing  fur  the  benefit  of  tlw  butler  t  but  ai 
vilu[)«fatioa  would  not  recover  tbcir  pel,  they 
iotcnnittnl  thrir  Ifctunc  and  ordcrad  a  funeral 
milliter  in  the  garden  in  ctiase  of  the  stray  fa- 
vourite. 

There  he  wa«,  amidst  the  white-blossomMJ 
cherry-trees  and  the  o»paiicn  garlanded  with 
their  pink  blossomK ;  now  perched  on  a  swvet- 
briur;  now  flJttJDg  acroiis  a  yew  hedge;  now 
glancing  this  way.  now  darting  that  ;  now 
escaping  from  under  the  extended  hand  ;  oow 
aoaring  a«  high  again  as  the  house.  Foottncs, 
coachman,  po&tilioos,  houtemaids,  gardenert, 
(iairy-uaids,  laundry- women,  oook,  vcuUion, 
housekeeper ;  the  luckiest  butler,  Mrs.  DortK 
thy,  and  Mrs.  St.  Eloy, — nil  joined  in  the  pur^ 
suit,  whieh  for  some  time,  owing  to  the  coquetry 
of  Bobby,  wIm  really  Mcmed  balancing  between 
the  joys  of  liberty  and  the  couiferu  of  home, 
hnd  llii^  proper  mixture  of  hope  and  fear,  of 
iinxiety  and  uncertainty,  that  belongs  to  such 
a  acene ;  but  at  hut  a  tremendous  Nquali,  ullcra] 
from  the  lungs  of  a  newly-hired  cockney  bouse- 
maid,  who  had  trod  on  a  water-tiiake  and  ex* 
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pecWd  iMthiag  less  ihan  death  to  ensue, — which 
squall  was  mnfbrced  from  the  mere  power  of 
sympathy,  by  all  the  females  of  the  party,— pro- 
duced u  KpitTit^  of  chortis  so  loud  abd  di»cord- 
itnl,  snd  so  unacceptable  to  the  muHickl  taste  of 
our  accompli  shed  bullfinch,  that  t)te  ratnstroplii^ 
which  from  the  fir«t  Mrs.  St.  Kloy  luid  dreaded 
immediately  look  place— the  bird  ili-vr  H«:ru»a  the 
riv«r,  and  alightod  amon^t  some  line  old  baw- 
ihorns  iu  the  npponjic  ineailow. 

The  Nunnery  boat  was  (as  in  such  Rues 
always  tutppiiis)  lockod  up  in  the  boat-house, 
and  the  key  in  the  gamvkecpur's  pocket,  and 
tho  keeper  Heaven  knew  where ;  the  bridge  wa^ 
half  a  mile  off,  and  not  a  soul  within  ught,  or  a 
craft  on  the-  rircr  exoqil  (we  little  green  boat — 
and  that  boat  empty — moored  close  to  ihii  haw- 
thorns on  the  opposite  side.  The  recovery  of 
Bobby  ifccmcd  liopeless.  Whilst,  however, 
iome  were  running  to  the  bridge,  and  ulhert 
attempting  lo  catch  sight  of  the  stray  bird,  our 
friend  liouis  cniergcd  from  tbc  May  bitslics, 
bullfinch  in  hand,  jumped  into  his  little  boat, 
darted  acroc»  the  mer,  leaped  ashore,  and,  with 
a  smiling  courtesy,  a  gcnlli;  grace,  which  won 
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KM  ft  favour — ^"  And  Louis,  half  repenting 
that  hr  had  uid  to  niucb,  bluslivd,  hcsitaUnl, 
and  stopped  sliiirl. 

Th«  lady,  however,  iiiuated  on  his  Itoishing 
his  request ;  and  then  Louis  confessed  "  that 
one  of  his  chief  dcitreii  was  to  bv  {>eT7nitlvd  to 
we  a  picture  in  her  posaesuoD,  a  portrait  of 
Cbarlea  the  First  by  Vandyke  ;  and  that  if  he 
might  be  allowed  that  favour,  hv  should  con- 
uder  himself  as  much  her  debtor  as  site  was 
pleased,   must  erroneously,   to  profess  herself 

Chamu>d  at  once  with  the  petition  and  the 
nunuer,  (for  lite  Vandyke  (wrtruit  was  itic 
apple  of  her  eyci)  the  lady  of  the  Nunnery 
l«d  tlic  way  directly  lu  th«  west  gallery,  in 
one  of  ih«  ujm  part  men  ts  of  which  huug  ih« 
exquisite  painting  of  which  Louis  had  so  often 
heard. 

It  is  singular  thai  in  tnauy  portraits  of  those 
illustrious  ]H-raons  who  luivc  met  with  a  re>- 
narkable  and  untiineiy  death,  the  expression  of 
the  countenance  often  seems  to  foreshadow  ■ 
latneolablo  end.      Lawrence's   portrait  of  Sir 


^0t  b  d^    J  of  tbe  fluuay  pk- 

(ft)«  w«*     '^  iaMMtT  of  wdiKtt, 
ihr  w  nri  bari«>      f^"  *^  ^'^  yautliful  bkmn 
Mrs.  St.  Khf  w     '■><•»  I**?  ''*'*^  ^  iUastraU 
«m*  Au^^i      baliBBavl  uriking  ronfinni- 
wd  mVq^     ■iriK  ••  ^  b^Hl  in  tbow  «pl(ra- 
tbroUtf   lA  «f  Cfcwhi  b;  Vudrke,  which 
[■j.iuaJ'  -«n  ■»  iwhwlj  iti  ]*-\ mil  tbe 

B^l^^initN  ntk  tfaor  cktralroiis  oostunw 
Mt  I .  ^r  — *cUm  yna  of  Mr  asd  Attitude, 
III,  ^  iha—dfia  •  tntorj.  Aakdit  rbe  pro- 
^  1^  ■ui^rM^  of  that  navkabk-  rountis 
'  ^Mv  VF  racogiiiar  at  oaae  the  dnpotic.  ab«i> 
^t,  MttpkioaB  king ;  the  acconipliabcd  and  tit- 
^tly-miadtd  grallrauui;  tbc  puller-dowB  of 
Sbnty,  tbe  settrr-up  of  art ;  he  who  with   w 

■  A  trrj  Rm  tofj  of  tku  mait  tnienMiiig  |Mclar*  hu 
ntade  by  wi  aitui  ta>  ike  MiBUMmdMd  oTBeMbiB 
•oBw  jrat*  jmmfct  dun  my  "  Lo«is  OuTal," — k  bo)- 
[atntFr  wbo  givM  promue  of  m  eonnoa  ttleiu.  Ill* 
own*  u  CJmmd  Ilanfl  .■  lut  u  hit  bthn,  liniiMirM  er^ 
nUent  dnwtng-muttt,  belongi  lo  the  family  oftfauMnH 
»bu  biT*  l«Dg  lieUI  a  retptcubU  ttuiou  in  l^nglkb  wt, 
'tiere  n  oo  fear  but  bii  jcniirt  will  tkcivc  ftrj  luliatiuge 
ornliimlm  nd  care. 
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lighest  liiM'ature,  that  h« 
eil  by  Millon,  to  make 
^*'  the  closet  companion  of 
I  ft  put  his  crown  and  his  lilc  ia 
tupprvMit  tliut  freedom  of  thought 
.lie  vital  hruith  of  poetry ;  the  mo- 
•  tio  wAM  ill  his  own  day  no  faithfully  tup- 
so  honestly  opposed;  and  whom  in 
time  his  moet  odaiirin^  partisans  cannot 
It  blame,  anrl  hi»  ficrccMl  ojipoiienU  must 
oceda  pity.  The  potithumauii  influence  of 
beauty  is  not  more  strongly  evinced  by  the 
inlemt  which  clings  round  the  memory  of 
Mary  of  Scotland,  than  the  power  of  painting, 
by  the  charm  which  is  flung  ubuut  every  recol- 
lection of  Charles.  If  king*  were  wise,  they 
would  not  fail  to  patruniae  the  art  which  can  ao 
8Piply  repay  their  protection- 
Louis  felt  (he  picture  as  itudi  a  picture 
ought  lu  he  fiJt.  He  stood  before  it  mute  and 
moliunle^^,  <iuile  forgetting  to  praise,  with  every 
faculty  absorbed  in  admiration  ;  and  Mrs.  St. 
Eloy  had  sufficient  (aste  to  o|>|irvciate  the  im> 
pi«uion  which  xbh  noble  work  of  art  had  nindo 
on  one  who  longed  to  become  an  artint.     Even 


^ 


I 

WtW 
il7ilMgnce«f 
•»  fled  Md  Htnntnlb; 

hmutf  til  m  11111.11  IbiIji  fne  iiJiiriiw    tbst 
«WT«liow  of  ptnona  mrtli  r  of  thor ' 
•^vul  rnii<wlw>  01  vncn  m  u  i 
life  and  the  nriMBtf*     WHWtd  to  pM  i 
Tb«  «ffon  u>  talk  di«iirb«d  Uw  iiiniriwian 

JuM  !■  this  way  firti  Louis ;  and  »hra  Ml 
St.  Eloy  proceeded  to  »bu«  him  xiaie  ef 
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curioutiea  which  bcr  funiily,  boerdcfs  from 
Iteration  to  generation  had  occumulatt'd,  and 
wliich  were  all  gath«rc<l  U>|^'thtr  in  this  «pRciuiiB 
gallery— J 8|>iui  cabinet»  full  of  valuable  ooins ; 
Indian  pagodn;  China  monsterH  nf  tlit-  chiMCMt 
uglinc«K;  annour  of  ihtt  date  of  lh«  Civil  Wars, 
French  and  Kugli.ih ;  reli<jue&  pruteotant  and 
loyaliit,  including  a  brcaat-plate  of  the  Admiral 
d«  Coligni,  a  Hittn  slipper  once  belonging  tu 
the  uDfortuiuiIu  Madamv  KliKabeth,  a  spur  uf 
Prince  Uupert's,*  and  what  slie  valued  beyond 
all  other  articles,  the  horn<book  out  of  which 
thv  unhappy  Charles  Ic&rnt  bis  alphabet — «. 
pretty  toy  made  uf  ivory,  with  guld  Icltem ;— ^ 
when  Jie  produced  these  treasures  for  his  gra- 
tification, and  partly  perliap«  for  her  own,  (fur 
where  ia  the  pleasure  of  po^wtusing  a  mrily  un- 
law oUicf  eyes  see  it  P  ^  wc  geniniuHi-gruvrera 
know  that !)  —  Louik  frankly  oonfcssctl  lluit  he 
could  look  only  at  the  picture;  and  the  good 
old  lady,  instead  of  being  oSeuded  at  the  n^lect 
of  her  bijoux,  kindly  pressed  him  to  come  and 
»ee  Iver  and  the  \''andyke  as  often  aa  he  could 
spare  time;  and,  ou  finding  that,  fearful  uf  in- 
*  Vtdc  note  I ,  al  the  end  of  the  snida. 
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elipiFf<  wuhdot  fan  TTpeati 
hM  tUt,  iIk  Kot  hb  friend  tiflfam  to  bviag  I 
IS  tkt  KuiBBy,  aad  iai 

Fnm  Ubb  koa  Lovis  btmate  bcr 

[  oUkt  obiVTCrs  bfa(k»  the  J 
botdttr,  (onbodMl  a  toCd  dMi«e  of 
••  tkr  faitttaau  bo;.    Loon  lliwiilf, 
nttolj  free  bom  k^nJimdiig  «id 
cmmj  nwMiWhM,  bad  y«t  • 
hb  bajaefU   vhiu  ta  tbc  vMt  giUef^. 
k^gcd  to  aofpf  the  Vandyke  portnlt ;  but, 
wo6at  to  msk  m>  gnal  ■  &Taur,  be  n»tent 
jtamaiif  wiik  oodteiBpUtinf  h  as  ft«qu«allr 
POMU^  aad  ^MtMToMtiag  la  tnasfcr  its  | 
ealoor  lad  aalcUcM  <i|g—inn  to  a  ftody  J 
tbe  bead  which  W  ««  attempting  fram 
Icctaonat  bMBe. 

Id  the  raeaa  tiine,  hi*  frequent  vials  were  < 
almost  equal  sonioe  to  inmself  and  to  Mrs. : 
EI07.  Tnukquillv  aad  iHwentlv  as  her  days  1 
^ded  by,  die  wa*  cpaaeinm  of  a  new  and  1 
pleasurable  dcvelopoKai  vi  affectioaa  too 
■lonnanti  as  sbr  gazed  with  an  almost  mother 
iatcTctt  OD  the  (fraccfiil  and  spirited  boy,  wt 
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whilst  OTwthrowing  in  his  own  person  one  of 
hvrmo«t  cherished  prejitdinrs  in  fxvotir  of  high 
hJood,  hy  showing  that  the  son  of  a  pa»try- 
oook  might  he  one  of  nature's  gentlemen,  fell 
moBt  naturally  into  her  peculiarities  and  vmyr, 
of  thinking  on  other  points ;  hnd  Irarned  from 
the  Abl>4  to  Iw  US  violent  an  anti-jacobin  aa 
she  waa  herself,  as  thoroughly  devoted  lo  the 
cause  of  monarchy  and  the  Bourbons ;  and  de- 
inanded  no  other  evidence  than  that  of  the 
Vandyke  portrait  to  Iw  as  stanch  nn  adherent 
to  King  CharlcM,  as  loyal  a  cavalier  and  as 
honest  a  hater  of  tlie  Roundheads,  as  ever  led  m 
thaigi?  at  the  side  of  Prince  Rupert.  Louis 
was  half  t-'rvnch  too ;  and  so,  atler  the  lapse  of 
two  centuries,  was  his  kind  patroness :  she  clung 
to  the  country  of  her  ancestors,  the  land  where 
they  had  won  their  knightly  arms  and  lind  ranked 
amongst  nobles  and  princes;  though,  under  the 
influence  ot  different  circumstances,  she  and  her 
immediate  progenitors  had  long  embraced  a  poU< 
tical  creed  widely  dtflerent  from  that  of  the  Hu- 
guenot refuge**,  flying  from  the  perscculion  of 
a  despotic  nranarch,  who  had  been  the  first 
inhabitant  of  lh«  Nunnery.     She  loved  the  very 
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nuTK  of  Frenchman— 'always  providml  he  wcrr 
iKith«r  Rvpublic&n  nor  BonnpBrtist,  nnd  ID 
her  secret  soul  sttributed  much  of  the  rfe- 
giiiKP  and  talent  of  her  young  favourite  to  the 
muthcrn  blood  that  flowed  in  hh  vi.^n8. 

bouis,  on  hu  part,  looked  nith  a  miogled 
sentiineDt  of  love  and  veneratioD  on  the  kind 
and  gentle  recluse,  who  cast  aside  for  his  sake 
h«r  hereditflry  atatcliness  and  her  long  habStt 
of  tolilude,  and  treated  him  rather  with  the  in- 
dulgent niTcclion  of  a  kinswoman  than  the  Oo^ 
descension  of  a  superior.  Full  of  quicknt«« 
and  obsenation,  ho  aaw  the  little  old-maidish 
way*  that  mtngU-d  with  her  genuine  benevb- 
lence  of  temper  and  hor  singular  tiimplicity  at 
character;  but,  grateful  and  warm-hearted,  tic 
liked  her  all  the  better  for  Iter  harmless  petmli- 
aritle*,  took  a  nnccre  intercut  in  the  hatching 
of  her  canary  birds,  and  asuHled  in  the  educa- 
tion of  Bobby  by  adding  the  old  French  air  of 
"Ommmnte  GabricUe"  to  his  musical  acquire- 
ments. Mr*,  Dcirothy  Adams  *''th  whom,  as 
well  as  with  the  old  butler,  the  lively  lad  was  a 
great  favonritc^  (and  be  it  Mid,  par  jtartnthite^ 
that   be   who   was   favoured  by  one  of  these 
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worthy  pcrsonagea  would  not  fiiil  to  rank  high 

to  the  gooti  grafts  of  the  other,  thi-y  having 

bcm  bctfolhetl  lovers  for  thirty  years  and  odd, 

,  but  ilill  postponing  their  miptials  out  of  defer> 

Ivocetothe  welUkiiown  opinions  of  their  lady) — 

IUr»-  Dorothy  declared  lliot  his  whistling  was 

Liu  good  as  the  bird  organ  ;   Mn.  St.  Kluy  wii» 

Irochanted;  and  Bobby  hiniM-lf,  sharing,  as  i4 

lappcarcd,  flic  fancy  of  hid  nustrcss,  would  fly  to 

uis.  Olid  perch  upon  his  finger,  and   brgiu 

piping  tlte  uioraent  he  ciuurod  the   west  gal> 


lide*  this  apartment,  which  ou  account  of 

I  beloved  picture  continued  to  be  that  which 

.  fre<]ueuted,  there  was  another  room  iu 

.tiMUsc  of  great    attrnctiou — a   Urge,    low, 

Ilcd  library,  contuinitig  a  really  fin«  col- 

of  old  books,  French  and  Koglieh,  fra«n 

f'b  Chauoer  und  a   black<letter   FriHMtart 

iwards,— «    collection   rich    especially   is 

sof  the  Fronde  and  the  Ligucin  tlteone 

e,  ami  in  choice  tracts  of  the  time*  of 

jiDinoDwealthinllK'otlter,  — full,  in&hori, 

bat  most  fnscinaliug  sort  of  reading  «hicb 

!  cailud  th«  material*  of  history- 
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^^HcR  I4MIU  would  ■>  far  boun*  p****^  mrr 
dK  Miadre  cf  fiir  TImbw  HerfaEn,  or  the 
then  uopnUialKd  ■caoin  of  I.«dj  Faa»luv, 
or  tbr  poadRDtu  but  csptirstiiig  toIubic*  of 
CbRnkm;  arlbne  volanwk,  toocv  poadimut 
•sd  iDore  cmptitating  uiU,  itw  imtrfiWfily  »- 
iiiiiliB^'iriTi  Tiiili.  id  «bicb  tbedcven  foJio 
vnlMDes  are  sU  too  tittle.  Aad  tben  he  vooU 
Imt  ■!!  aokK  of  time  in  the  faaciiwboM  of  tbr 
(M  French  Mcmotns,  frao  Philip  de  Covuxiiim 
to  the  Cardiiial  de  ReU,  uid  wniulcr  wbrtbrr 
there  wtn  uiv  ponrait  of  Henri  QiuUe  half  w 
fiite  u  Vandyke's  Charics  the  FinL 

There  was  another  compartment  of 
library-  which  Louis  liked  tu  gUone  arrr  aod 
laugh  at* — a  miscvllaoeous  coroer  where  all  nan- 
nex  of  quaint  odd  hooks  wcrr  gathered  together 
— book*  that  mingled  as  xlmngt^j  a>  the  broast- 
plate  of  Coli^i  and  the  kom-book  of  King 
Charles.  There  lay  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle** 
PUjr>  with  the  R<>ljgiuus  Courtship;  Hsim- 
drell'a  TrareU  from  Aleppo  to  Jminlcm,  with 
Tulwell's  Flower  of  Fame;  Quarles's  Divine 
Embkmsi  with  Culpepcr's  Herbal;  and  the 
Ditine  Fa»ct»  digested  into  Epigrams,  side  by 
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«i<]e  with  the  Complete  Housewife,  or  Accotn- 
pliNhed  Gi'iitlcwomntrs  Companion  ;•  whiirh 
hat  ch(»ice  volume  wfts  rendered  wtill  more  va* 
luable  hy  certnin  MS.  recipes,  written  in  a  tiaall 
cramped  hand  and  with  a  bold  originaJity  of 
orthography,  which  were  curiously  (iiastctl  on 
the  blank  leaves. 

In  a  word,  I-oiiis  InvoH  tlic  Nunnery.  His 
little  kkifi*  (for  he  gtnerally  camt-  by  water)  wai 
•o constantly  directed  thitherward,  that,  a»  Mm. 
Duval  observed,  (who,  charmed  with  the  notice 
taken  of  him,  was  yet  half  jealous  of  his  fre- 
iltient  absence,)  "  there  wsa  no  doubt  but  (be 
Ixtat  knew  the  way,  and  would  have  floated 
down  the  stream  and  stopped  nt  the  terrace* 
garden  of  its  own  accord.*'  Kven  on  the  rarely 
occurring  day*  that  he  did  not  npend  with  Mrs. 
St.  Rloy,  he  used  to  row  by  the  place,  eNpcci- 
ally  if  lie  had  been  painting  on  the  "  Chariea :" 
ibe  very  sight  of  the  weat  galh-ry  windows 
Metned  to  bring  the  picture  more  vividly  before 
him.  And  now  his  study  was  so  nearly  finish- 
ed, thai,  relying  on  Mrs.  St.  KIny's  indulgence, 
he  had  half  re:3ulved  to  bring  the  0(»py  and  see 
■  Vid«  nol«  2,  M  Iho  eml  of  the  ■rticle. 


-TiMn«o  rMvrsB. 


bMt  mad  mtMK 

Ummto*ittT  ttidllMI 
W  fiaer; — bui  irluu  wruU 

<^apt>M»g,  loMnfa  tbe  omI  of  Auguai.  M 

tlM  seoffj  into  ■  (owewiut  du- 
,  yMBng  iDv  oluniAriljtJtwi 
InkMw  W**r4*  Um  boMe,— Imiic  ago,  A  be  will 
Ik  ■fgftt,— be  vnu  ktntcL  Ig 
ii  At  lu«<r  wiiwbni««tf 
tW  Wit  vvfc  (be  wtarion  of  the  Lundr}. 
Bcfv  clottd;  but  througfa  tterj 
«  lij^t  K)  brilliaat  sod  jntau» 
ni^bt  baso  tbougbt  il  «i&  mmii«  iUu- 
btH-tvam.     Surtled.  but  still  umm- 
UD  af  li»e  cauws  I-oui^  appnarbn)  the  gudett 
np(  ittbMC ;  tad  in  ihat  iiulwu  tlie  Atmn 
Jvnb  trav  tbr  fitfthest  wtDclov  of  ibo 
int  fttrtb  aritit  Ibr  nuJiiiiB  wom  ihct 
itifm  wfao  bu  «ver  bewd  it  can  forget,  uid  wilfa 
«  rwdMnsc  «  bdgfat,  w  broad,  lo  gUrii^  tW 
m  «  nwaMSt  tlw  «xJ  aigbi  air,  the  lUrL  blue 
flmanwot,  and  the  quirt  rivrr  were  liglitnl  up 
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J  by  thr  frnrful  clement,  and  every  Imf  and 
AowLT  in  Uie  garden  became  diitincdy  vi«[bl« 
u  beneath  the  noonday  sun. 

To  call  "  Fife !"  to  rouse  the  sleeping  Iq. 
mateSi  to  get  Mrs.  St.  Eloy  and  her  household 
into  the  j^rdcn,  and  to  collect  the  »elgh1>aiir- 
hood,  aeemed  to  he  lite  work  of  u  moment  to 

I         the  alert  and  active  boy.     The  »illagers  were 

rapidly  called  together  by  the  alanim  bell,  by         ^^^ 

t         the  shrieks  of  frtghti-iied  wodicd,  and,  more  than  ^^1 

^K    all,  by  the  sheets  «r  flame  which  glared  on  the  1 


I 
I 


water  and  coloured  the  sky  ;  and  the  clergyman 
of  the  parish,  a  man  of  sen»e,  courage,  and  pre- 
lence  of  mind,  employed  the  peijplc  in  cutting  a 
division  between  (be  wing  and  the  body  of  th« 
houM,  which — as  the  Are  was  luckily  at  the  tx* 
treme  end,  that  which  was  farthest  from  the 
main  building — as  there  was  a  flre-engine  on  the 
premise*  and  the  village  engine  came  lumbering 
in — Kt  water  was  near  and  hel)>  abundant — there 
was  every  chance  of  eflecling.  That  the  wttolc 
wing  must  be  destroyed  was  itieviublet  for 
although  as  yet  the  fire  was  confined  to  the 
laundry,  where  it  liad  burst  out,  yet  the  long 
tongues  of  flame  were  already  creeping  up  the 
vol.  Ill-  r 


the 

F  ite  bdi, 

l-B,, 

»  tfarf  MS  befiagotun! 
Poor  Hn.  Sl  Elajr.  wnpywl   in  a. 
doak,  at  p^  nd  okat  OHkr   Uw 
tDf>  tree*  of  ber  bnuoful  ^Milai, 
by  ber  hllpiw    iMwteM,   liwiring, 
agalSaf,  bewaffiog  ia  «whj  muie  of 
Utnr ;  wbiUt  ber  oU  iiifii  miiiiiti  «b« i 
UK  ibc  fimiKn  aod  the  Moat  pauaalry  iO'. 
■Bonng  the  famitim  and  working  the  < 
Mit.  DonxbT  stood  bj  her  ntiatms,  tryingJ 
oonfarl  her ;  but,  brwilHercd  by  tbr  borrow 
tbe  xtne,  and  b^  fean  for  her  lover,  «rbo ' 
foremost  amongM  tbe  aaMsUnts,  those 
voun  were  of  a  sort  vhicb,  if  Mra.  St. 
hod  bappencd  (o  listen  to  ihcat,    would 


b 


IHB  TOUSG  PAINTBS. 


had  exactly  a  contrary  cflvct :  "  Poor  Bobby  V 
sntibed  the  weejniig  lUttne  d^atoars:  "  nnil 
Louis,  poor  dear  boy  t  wluil  can  have  beoontc 
of  him  ?"  '  "■ 

•■vftlioui»r  edioed  Mra,  St.  Kloy;  "gracious 
Heaven,  where  i»  he?  M'ho  saw  him  Urt? 
Gilbert,  Mr.  Congreve!"  exclaimed  «he,  dart- 
ing towards  the  fire,  "  have  either  of  you  «i-n 
Loui»  Duval  ?" 

At   that   iiiKtanl,    T»ui«    htmtelf    appeared 
breathless  and  panting  at  the  great  window  of 
the  gallery. 
'iiJ*  A  ladder  t"  was  instantly  tlie  cry. 

"  No,  no  !"  wplifd  Louis ;  "  fipather-beds  ! 
mattresKCA  !  Quick  !  quick !"  abided  he,  as  the 
Hacncs  were  seen  nuing  beside  hint :  and  (he  old 
butler  placed  the  mattrcxscs  with  the  rapidity 
of  thought,  and  with  equal  rapidity  Louis  flung 
out  the  Vandyke. 

"  Now  a  ladder  !**  cried  the  intrepid  boy. 
*•  The  floor  is  giving  way  !" 

And  clinging  to  the  stone-work  of  th«  win- 
dow,  with  hair  and  hando  and  garments  scorch- 
ed and  blackened  by  (he  fire,  but  no  material 
injury,  he  jumped  upon  (he  ladder,   and  on 

1-3 


mad  ibe  bird  torfl 

■*  We  an  aO  afie.  Mt».  XtMsUij.  Bobbjf  «J 
1.  tad  the  VasdjiLe;  aad  hen   omrnu  diar. 
g;n«l  Ik-Gtlfaett,  Mic  sad  aoond  too,  t«  ^^ 
1^  na«  tW  S*^^''?  ^"^  '^*'''*°  in.  ibe  fin  «fl 
be  gat  aodcr.     WV^  ba«e  a  najth  to- 
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morrow  for  Kiug  Charles'ti  bom^book,  *nd  the 
adminil's  cuirass,  and  Prince  Rupert's  apur; 
there's  some  chnnce  still  that  wo  may  tind  them 
unmeltt-d.  Btit  tltc  portrait  and  Hobby  vtn 
the  chief  thiogs  to  save,  —  were  tlioy  not,  de«r- 
«M  madani  ?  Worth  all  th«  rcM,  —  are  they 
not  ?"  ^  ■  ■■' 

"  No,  tio4)t^'tt'is  you' that  are  worth  all  aod 
everything,"  rcj<ri»ed  Mr*.  St,  Eloy,  taking  bis 
am)  to  return  into  the  hou^e.  "  Vour  life,  which 
^o  have  risked  for  an  old  woman's  whtms,  ia 
more  precious  than  all  that  I  possess  in  the 
world,"  reiterated  the  grateful  old  lady ;  **  and 
yoH  mijjhl  not  to  have  periled  that  Ufo,  evt-ii 
for  B«>bljy  and  the  "^'andyke !"  pursued  «hi\ 
-•lowly  aiicending  the  steps, — "  not  even  for  ihe- 
4CJng  Charles  !  Remember,  Gilbert,  that  you 
go  for  my  solicitor  the  first  thing  to-morrow 
morning.    I  must  oiler  my  will  before  I  slec))." 

"  Ho !  ho  r  chuckled  our  h^meat  friend 
Stephen  Lane,  who  had  come  up  from  Bclford 
with  the  last  reinforcemcntt,  and  wa»  selecting 
trusty  persons  to  keep  watch  over  th«  property. 
"Ho!  ho!"  chtt«kl«d  Stephen,  with  a  know- 
ing nod  and  an  arch  wink,  and  a  smile  of  huge 


»i  tit 

ibA  I  tad  M 

HMo  of  ■  inriaK  wmiur.     W« 
flOlhBeldiyg,  aid  ■  prrtljr  JKmu^ 
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dAiDEcl,  a  Londoner,  happening  (o  call  on  mts 
lifter  goinj{  to  aee  tb«  place  whicK  its  jtosMissur 
)i»  rciKlcTctl  famous,  produced  wiUi  the  most 
innocent  and  triumphant  delight  "  u  very  Entc- 
mtittfr  tnemorial  of  the  Great  Caplatn,"  which 
Khe  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  procure,  and 
for  wliiijte  trioro  safe  and  hoooiirablc  keeping 
ihe  intendnl,  as  4oon  as  she  rclurni.-d  hutiie.  tu 
construct  a  white  mtin  bag,  cinbroidered  in  ^Jl* 
ver  and  perfumed  with  attar  of  roiw>v  ,  Qwm 
what  this  treasure  mifrht  be,  gentle  reader  t— 
No  leas  thnu  a  Lock  of  hair  fram  the  Duke  of 
Wcllinglou's  horKc's  tail '. 


Note  a.  —  I  cannot  reast  the  temptation  of 
quoting  a  few  passages  from  one  or  two  of  these 
quaint  old  works,  beginning,  as  bound  in  loy. 
alty,  with  the  dedication  to  "  Quarles'e  Divine 
Fancies,  digested  into  Epigrams,  Meditations, 
unci  Observaliona.  London  :  pnntt^  for  Wil- 
liam Meares,  IGiiS.  Dedicated  to  thu  Hoyall 
Bud  of  Majestic,  and  center  of  all  our  hopes  and 
happiness,  Prince  Charles;  sod  and  Heir  Ap. 
parent  to  the  High  and  Mightte  Char)e«,  by 
the  Grace  of  God,   King  of  Oreat    Britain, 
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rrmon.  mm!  Inland.'     U  wUdi  **  EfntlB  De. 

dkaUKK,"  Ik  xqs:   >*  Kixica  of    rtiw. 

1ft  tbj  base  fia^Bi  cataouba  this  Jmdgr 
pCMOUe;  Jet  tbj  hwiliM  jottlo  cmwaa  k; 
wImd  tbj  in&nar  hjtb  aac^  the  iMXt  ^ 
Uij  cfaiUboud  la«  the  lucna :  iiwtio>»wMe 
tti7  btUe  bsada  md  ejru  pmue  it,  kigg  it 
ia  thj  tender  axmn,  and  Ujr  the  burtben  at  thy 
royal  puent  s  feet.  Ueaven  blesa  iby  ytmlk 
with  pace,  and  crown  thj  dajia  with  glocy  i  MB* 
|bU  coodact  dice  from  the  cnuUe  to  tbe  ciuwk 
let  the  £01^  nxc  mad  Freocb  UUio  douml) 
ia  ihj  check* ;  Irt  the  taotl  cHunent  qualitie* 
of  thy  reoowaed  graiidfathen  meet  in  thy 
princdj  beait— *  And  »a  lurtb,  knger  than  1 
(are  to  tell. 

Now  fur  a  cboicr  recipe  frain  "  The  Cuaw 
pkat  HcMuevife,  or  Accomplisbtd  Cvntlrww 
maa'i  CorapaDion,  with  ourioiulj  ettgravcd 
copper-pLatea.  To  which  b  added  ■  coUcctioo 
of  above  iwo  huodred  family  receipts  of  mcdi* 
ctncs;  TU.  Drinks,  »irops,  Balves,  and  oiot- 
mrms,  never  before  made  publick.  By  £.  & 
Priuted  for  J-  I'ciubcrtoD,  Golden  Buck,  over 
agttott   St.   I>uDstao'»  Church,    Fleet   Street) 


rftWT'— <*  The  TmAj  HpwU'b  cordial  water  ;— 
Take  red  Hage,  (>ctony.  sposr-miDt,  hyssop, 
artwfll,  thyme,  balm,  pennynrtal,  wUncHn*, 
wRtci^rpsftcs,  beart*»-essp,  lavewler,  angelica, 
germander,  colcmmt,  tAmarifks,  coltsfoot,  valp- 
rUn,  sa:Xc(rage,  pimpernel.  Terrain,  paraler,  roMs 
inary,Knvory, scabious, Bgriniony,tnather-thytne, 
wild  mnrjonirn,  R<mian  wormwood,  cjirduin 
b«nedicluK,  |>elliiDry  of  the  wall,  ftdd-danln 
(flowers  Bod  leaves).  OfeachoftheHe  herb^ttake 
a  handful,  after  they  are  picked  and  washed. 
Of  roar-yarrow,  comfnry,  plantain,  famomilF, 
sweet  marjoruni,  maidcn-hair ;  of  each  of  thme 
a  handful  before  ihey  are  washed  or  picked. 
Red  rosc-lcAvva  and  cowslip-flowers,  of  each 
half  a  peck  ;  rowimary  flower*,  a  i|Uorler  of  a 
pack;  hartshorn,  two  ounces;  juniper  berries, 
flOC  tlram :  chive  roots,  one  ounce ;  wmfirey 
roow  sliced  ;  annisecd,  fennel-sieeds,  carmway^ 
seeds,  nutnic^  gi"g<^>  cinruimon,  pc^iper, 
Kpikeiinrds,  p«r»Icy  teeds,  clovejt  aiul  mare; 
oroniaticuni  rouruin,  three  drams;  sauafnu 
sliced,  half  an  ounce ;  alecampane  roots,  ntdi- 
lol  flowers,  calamus  aromaticus,  canlamtims, 
lignum  vitte,  aloes,  rhubarb  sliced  thin.     Hm- 
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right  toyal  c«n.in»ity.  Dr.  Sleven'ti  water,  my 
jMtiy  Allen's  wulcr,  «ncl  at^ua  niirabili-i,  all  d^ 
serve  to  be  recurdnl ;  but  I  tbink  my  Lady 
Hewit's  recipe  the  moat  various  and  iinogin- 
atiTe. 

^tAfut  Lady  Hijwit,  one  Dfuall  di>«e  of  Nicholas 
Culpepcr,  aDd  1  have  done.     It  is  extracted 
from  "  The  Kngltsh  Phj-silian,  with  three  hun- 
'  dnd  sixty  and  nine  incdidri4.-s  made  of  English 

herbs  that  were  not  in  any  inipreimion  until 
ihift ;  being  an  Aatrologico-phyucal  Ui»oour=re  of 
the  vulgar  Uerbs  of  (his  DStion ;  containing  the 
complete  method  of  prcserriog  health,  or  cure 
himself  being  ill,  for  tlinxspenoe  diarge,  with 
Mich  thing!  only  as  grow  in  EngUnd,  tbey 
being  moHt  lit  for  EngU«h  bodies.  By  Nicholas 
Culpe]>«-,  Gent.,  Shident  in  PbywVk  and  Astro. 
logy.  London  :  printed  for  Peter  Cole,  at  the 
sign  of  the  Printing  Press  in  Oomhill,  near  the 
Uoyul  Kxcliangc.     l&H." 

N.B.  This  elaborate  treatise  was  a  |)o«lhu> 
uwus  work,— one,  M  appears  from  a  most  curi- 
ous prefatory  epiatle  by  Mrs.  Alice  Culpeper, 
I  the  relict  of  ^JicboLas, — "  one  out  of  seventy- 
oine  books  of  his  own  making  and  translating, 


»Aj 
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short  Mtnpb  it  must  be,  for  a  collection  of  the 
"  B^aulws  of  Culpepcr"  would  be  as  lediouB  in 
thU  duodecimo  «ge  as  one  of  hia  own  heaviest 
volumcH.  Thuaadvi&eth  NiobfllfiCi  laifoJl  sill 
«(,"  fekee|)  your  head  outwardly  warm.  Aocus- 
Ion  yoiiTM-lf  to  smell  hot  herbs.  Take  a  pill 
that  beats  the  head  at  night  going  to  bed.  Is 
the  morning,  a  decoction  that  cools  the  livor.x— 
You  tnu&t  not  think,  courteous  pi-o]ilc,  that  I 
eaa  spend  my  time  in  giving  you  vxamples  of 
all  diaeaies.  These  are  enough  to  let  you  see  at 
much  light  as  you  can  receive  without  hur<. 
If  I  should  set  you  to  look  upon  the  eamatjay 
knii>wledg«r,  you  would  be  daznled.  i'  *i  '  -^ln'^ 
•w  *'  I'o  such  as  study  astrology  (who  are  the 
only  nieD  I  know  fit  to  study  physick),  {pliyviek 
Urilfauut  astrology  bi^ng  like  a  Ump  witliuul 
oyl),  you  ajc  the  nnti  I  exceedingly  mpect ; 
and  such  documents  la  my  brain  can  give  you 
(being  at  present  abseot  from  my  study),  I 
shall  give  yoo,  and  an  example  (o  show  the 
proof. 

"  Forlifie  the  body  with  herbs  of  the  nature 
of  the  Lord  of  the  Ascendant;  'tis  no  matter 
jfbeUier  he  be  fortune  or  infortunc-  in  tliis  case. 


no 
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Let  your  metlicine  be  soioethinj^  uiti-paXlHlMri 
to  the  Lord  of  tbe  Sixth.  L«t  your  Dieditinr 
be  KMnething  of  the  nature  of  tbe  sign  aacaei' 
ing.  If  the  Lonl  of  thrTi-ntli  be  Ktroti^,  make 
u*c  uf  Ail  iDedicihe.  If  (his  cumot  well  be, 
make  use  uf  the  medidnee  of  the  light  of  tioei 
Be  sure  alwnics  to  fortilie  tbe  ^jrieved  pint  uf 
the  body  by  sympathetic  rmiediefl.  lleganl 
the  heitrt.  Keep  it  upoii  tht:  wbedii,  becauw 
tb»  sun  ia  the  fminlain  of  life,  Bod  tAerrfian 
ihoM  univeraal  remedies  aurum  potabile  and  the 
pliiloiiopher'^  stone  cure  all  diseaeefi  by  forli* 
fying  tile  heart." 

Ue  says  of  the  vine :  *'  It  is  a  tno»t  gallant 
ttee,  Tery  sympalbetical  with  the  body  of  maa." 
Of  lh«  willow :  "  The  moon  owns  it,  atid,  being 
A  Anc  cool  tree,  the  branches  of  it  are  rety  am- 
vevient  to  be  pUccd  in  (be  chamber  of  one  «ek 
of  a  fcTcr."  Of  "  voodbind,  or  Honeysuc^tea : 
the  celestial  Crab  claims  it.  It  is  fittmj;  n  ooa- 
ttirvfl  made  of  the  flowers  of  il  were  in  t-vrry 
ICeDtlewoniaD'a  bouse;  for  tf  tike  lungs  be  nSltcte<) 
bjr  Jupiter,  this  is  your  cure.'" 

Also,  he  saith  :  *'  If  1  wer«  to  tell  a  long 
story  of  invdicinrs  working  by  sympathy   or 
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antipsthy,  ye  would  not  iindcntjind  on«  word 
of  it.  Tliey  that  are  fit  to  make  phisitians  will 
find  it  in  my  treatise."  {Query— One  of  the 
scveiity-ninc  ?  «>r  of  the  seventeen  ?— the  paid, 
ur  unpaid  wiadom  F]  "All  modem  ptiisitians 
know  not  what  belongs  to  a  symputhetiral  cure, 
no  more  than  ii  cuckoo  knows  what  belonfr;*  to 
sharps  und  flatn  in  musick ;  but  follow  tile 
vul)^  road  and  call  it  a  hidden  quality,  ht- 
vtiuse  it  is  hid  from  the  eyes  of  dunces ; — and 
indeed  none  but  astroiogerti  can  give  reason  for 
it* — and  pliisick  n-ithout  reason  is  like  a  pud- 
ding  without  fat,"  quoth  Nicholas  Culpopcr. 

Finally,  he  snys, — "  He  that  reads  this  and 
understands  what  he  reads,  hath  a  jewel  more 
worth  titun  a  diantond.  Thia  shall  live  wlien  I 
am  dead  ;  and  tliuf  I  leave  it  to  the  world,  not 
caring  a  halfpenny  whether  they  like  it  or  dis- 
like it.  The  grave  equals  all  mei] ;  iherefore 
sliall  eqtiul  nic  with  prince*,  until  which  lime 
«n  eternal  Providence  is  over  me  ;  then  ibe  ill 
tongue  of  a  prattling  priebl,  or  one  who  hath 
more  tongue  than  wit,  more  pride  Ituin  honesty* 
dull  never  trouble  nw." 
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place  noted  for  good  air  nhould  hr  fnTouniblr 
to  the  increase  imd  prosperity  of  the  mvdird 
tribe;  nc^crlbrfcsB  the  fact  is  so,  certainlr  in 
this  particular  ingtnnce,  and  I  susppct  in  maxtj 
othen:  and  when  tlir  crums  nre  looked  intt^ 
the  drcun«tance  will  seem  le»  astoniKhnip 
than  it  appears  at  the  first  glance, — a  good  air 
bein^.  as  we  nil  know,  the  ph  allrroT  the  phv- 
iieian,  the  place  to  which,  when  the  resource* 
of  Mb  art  arc  extmusted,  he  sends  his  patienltt 
(o  recover  or  to  die,  as  it  may  happen.  Samtt^ 
times  they  really  <lo  rreover,  especially  if  in 
leaving  their  medical  attendant  Ihej-  also  Wnvr 
off  medicine;  but  for  the  moel  part,  poor  tittngs  r 
they  die  just  as  certainly  as  they  would  bav« 
docM  if  they  had  stayed  at  home,  only  thai  the 
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sands  run  a  little  more  ra^ndly  in  consequence  of 
the  glass  being  shakeo  :  and  this  latter  cstastnv 
pbe  is  particularly  frequent  in  Bclford,  whoM 
mucli-vBuiited  air  being,  nolwilhotanding  its 
vicinity  to  a  gresl  river,  keen,  dry,  and  bracing, 
is  excellently  adapted  fiir  preserving  health  in 
ibe  healthy,  but  very  unfit  for  the  deUcatc 
lungs  of  an  invalid. 

'I*i>e  place,  however,  has  a  liume  fur  mJu- 
hfitf-l  and,  as  sick  people  continue  to  resort  lo 
it  in  hopes  of  getting  well,  there  is  of  course 
no  lack  of  doctons  to  nee  them  through  the  dis- 
ease with  proper  ikconini,  cure  thcoi  if  tlicy 
can,  or  let  tlwn)  die  if  so  it  must  be.  Then 
ia  no  lack  of  doctors,  and  still  less  is  tliors 
a  lack  of  skill ;  for,  although  the  air  of  Belford 
may  be  overrated,  there  is  no  mistakv  in  the 
report  which  assigns  to  the  medical  mcit  of 
the  town  singular  kiDdness,  attention,  wid 
ability. 

^miirty  years  ugu  i1m»v  high  profcxnonal 
qualities  were  apt  to  be  alloyed  by  the  mixture 
of  a  little  profcMiunal  peculiaiitv  in  dress  and 
pedantry  in  manner.  The  faculty  had  not  in 
those  days  completely   dropped    **  the   gold- 


^ 


IivimI^  cane ;"  and)  in  provincUl  tovrn*  ««p»> 
oially,  tlie  pbyaici^n  was  almost  as  (Uatin^ui)tr- 
able  by  the  cut  of  tiis  clotbcs  as  the  clcrgymau 
by  hill  »l>ovcl-cn>wncd  hat,  or  (Ik*  officer  by  his 
unifnmi.  n 

>tThf  tvu  principid  physiciuiit  of  Belfonl  al 
thin  period  were  nolablc  cxvfnplifimtious  of 
iiicdtcal  coatume  —  t-ach  might  have  sat  for  the 
picture  of  aa  M.D.  The  miqiot,  and  |»erhaps 
thf  man-  vclvbruttxl  of  the  two,  was  a  uhurt,  ocat 
old  gcDtlenian,of  exceedingly  small  proportjoii)', 
somewhat  withered  and  shrivelled,  but  aliAuM 
as  fair,  and  delicate,  aad  carefully  proservcdi 
aa  if  he  had  himself  been  of  that  sex  of  vrbjcb 
be  was  the  especial  favourite  — an  old  lady  iii 
bis  own  person.  Hit  dresN  was  coriAtaiitly  a 
lif;ht  stock, shoes  with  buckles,  brown  »i)k  vtock^ 
ings,  and  a  full  suit  of  drab :  the  kid  glovrE, 
with  which  bia  wriukkd  white  hands  w«rt>  ai 
ouce  atlunied  aitd  preserved,  were  of  the  same 
sober  hue;  and  tlie  tbiniog  bob-wig,which  flo^-rr- 
ed  no  ooQinion  degree  of  intellect  and  kuuwtedgc, 
approached  as  nearly  to  tlie  colour  of  th«  rot 
gf  his  apparel  as  the  difference  of  material  would 
admit.     Uia  liveries  might  have  been  cut  from 
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the  same  piece  with  his  own  ooat,  and  the  chariot, 
in  which  he  might  bo  computed  to  pans  one  third 
of  his  time,  (for  he  would  ait  tnon  have  drc-amt 
of  Hying  as  of  walking  (o  visit  his  next-<loor 
neighbour,)  was  of  a  similar  complexion.  Hxtoh 
was  the  outer  man  of  the  shrewd  and  tensible 
Xh-.  Littleton.  Add,  liiat  he  love*)  a  rubber, 
and  thul  his  manner  wax  a  little  prim,  a  little- 
quaint,  and  a  little  fidgetty,  and  the  portrait 
of  the  good  old  man  will  be  comfdete.  l  vlU 
••:-His  competitor,  Dr.  Granville,  would  have 
made  four  of  Dr.  Littleton,  if  cut  into  quariera. 
Ho  was  a  tall,  large,  raw.boned  man,  who 
looked  like  a  North  Briton,  and  I  believe  ac- 
tually came  fVom  that  country,  m>  famous  for 
great  physicians.  His  costume  waa  invariably 
Maekt  surmouoted  by  a  powdered  head  aiid  n 
pigtail,  which  (for  the  doctor  was  a  single  man, 
and  considered  as  a  liis-bon  parti  by  the  belles 
of  tlictowii)  ocKuioninl  tK)  iitoonsideruble  num- 
ber of  disputes  amongst  the  genteeler  drdes : 
some  of  his  fair  patienla  asaerling  that  the 
powdered  foreiop  was  no  other  than  a  tie-wig, 
whilst  the  oppooilc  party  maintained  that  it 
was  his  own  hair. 


I 


ihriMijiifcii  hm 

BMd  lba-&Kttme  i*  rhi  ■iiftiil  Kne  ai  Bd- 
MB^  loflr  ra|Halt**  bAms  v^rr  niiinuBBy 
jitrAoiedtethtihi^Motf  thapropn-ujMiiiBg; 
ibougfa  ibc  fint  WW  a.  pntBg  fop,  whs  r^cil 
cndcvty  no  cakMHl  rad  the  depleriag  i 
■a  Englub  Saagndo!— the  aeooad^  • 
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coxcomb,  who  built  nlUf^ther  on  Dtimuluits— 
f^nvn  bramiy  id  H[x>)>l«xk>»,  aud  sent  his  patients, 
persoiiK  iHin  had  always  lived  soberly,  tipsy 
out  of  the  vorld :  and  the  third,  m  scientific 
Jack-ctf>all-trade8,  who  pusscd  his  days  in  ««tcb- 
iiig  butterflies  ai)d  xtullia^  bird**  for  hi*  musm 
urn,  L-xaminiug  strata,  ami  analyuii;;  springs- 
detect  ingClteltcn  ham  in  one,  iiariges  in  another, 
Cancyrng  some  n«w-fangliil  chKlyhcatc  in  the 
rusty  scum  of  a  third,  and  writinf^bookson  then 
kU^4-«hilst  his  btuines-s  *iidi  as  it  was,  wan  left 
lo  take  care  of  iliwlf.  To  my  fancy,  tli«  inside  of 
the«e  heads  might  very  well  account  for-  tlic 
noB^ucc^is  of  their  proprietors ;  ne^'erthdw^ 
the  good  inhabitants  of  Bdford  obstiuateljr 
Kftned  their  fniliiru  to  the  want  of  bob.M-%s, 
pigtails,  and  hair-jwwdi-r.  ki  uni  annmb 
iitMow,  bowever,  times  are  altered^-altcred 
rren  in  Belford  itself.  X>r.  Xiittlcton  and  Dr. 
Granville  repose  with  their  patients  in  the 
church<yant  of  St.  Niclwbia,  and  their  oos^ 
tiimes  an;  ^ne  to  the  tomb  of  the  OapuleUD»a 
UtOC  a  truth,  all  professional  distinctions  M 
dress  are  rapidly  wmHug  away.     Umforms,  it 

•  \'i(l»ArnoW»ttlicend  oftWiMwyja '"    '"* 
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b'true,  still  cxbt;  but,  except  upon  sbsohiK 
dut;,  urc-  KL'Idoni  exliibh^^ :  »nd  who,  except 
my  venerable  frieDd  the  Rector  of  Hadley,  ever 
tfainkH  cif  irntnn^  a  ahovcl-hat '( 
•  Amoogat  medical  practiiionen  opedally.  nil 
peculinrittc*,  whether  of  equipage  or  appan^ 
are  oomj^etcly  gone  by.  The  chariot  is  no 
more  necessary,  except  as  n  matu-r  of  cooveni- 
ence.  tlian  iIk  gold-headed  cane  or  ihv  bob-wig^ 
and  uur  excellent  frietid  I>r.  Chant  may,  a>  h 
suits  hiiD,  walk  in  the  town,  or  fide  oa  horws 
back,  or  drive  his  light  open  carriage  in  the 
country,  witliout  in  the  iligfatest  degree  im- 
pugning his  high  reputation,  or  riskinir  hta  px- 
tcn&ivc  practice;  whilst  die  moat  Kkilful  Kurgeon 
in  Brlfoni  may  be,  and  actually  is,  with  ei)ual 
impunity  tlte  greateet  beau  in  the  place. 
^  There  are  not  many  handeonter  or  more 
af^recable  men  than  Mr.  Edward  FoMcr,  who 
—  the  gratulMHi  by  bis  motber'a  hide  of  good 
old  Dr.  Littleton,  mid  by  his  father's  of  the 
T«neralile  aiwUicvsry,  to  long  his  friend  and 
contemporary,  and  corabining  contddemblc  na- 
tural  lAlent  with  a  firsUrate  tdentiGc  education 
— stepped,  as  by  beredilary  rigltl,  into  Uie  fir* 
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CDnnexini   in   B«lfi»d  sad  in 
opulent  neighbourbood,  uxl 
mediatd;  the  lead it^  tutgeam  of  tW  i 

Skilful,  sccotDpliibed,  devo,  I 
ing,  besides  hts  ptnfc 

private  fbrtuoe,  and  Iniai;  vitb  •  wr  i 
able  siDgle  nster  in  ooe  ef  ihrliK  lWHiM«f  lk> 
place;  — Ed>xrd  Foster,  Id  ■yaadM^  «f  Ma 
good  looks,  Kcmcd  to  cumlanr  witbni  UmttK 
all  the  demcnu  of  popuUnty.  Hm  fpnd  iuvka 
iiM  were  of  the  be«  sort,  re«liia|F  fn 
tnanlj,  ^raoeftd  %sre,  aad  ^  i 
connleoancc,  radiaot  with 
vivacitj.  And  Tcry  pedlar  Edwari  Fa 
H«  had  but  one  fianlt,  to  £u  at  1  eooU  bc«v 
and  that  was  an  inaptitude  to  tail  to  We.  la 
rain  did  grave  mamaaa  wg/dj  hat  that  a  pr/i. 
fnntnul  rod  could  not  expert  Id  MMcaed  un- 
\aa  Ruiried ;  in  vain  did  jocular  fmp^  l*«Kh> 
ingty  a»k,  how  be  would  naaaiQa  wbaa  Mr. 
Lj-ons,  the  young  banker,  had  Mala»  hia  «iaiar 
for  a  wife?  Kdward  Koner  did  not  narrjr. 
and  did  sucoeod ;  and  Him  Foster  becao>e  Mra. 
LyoDK,  and  the  hou«  went  on  as  wdl  as  arar. 
Eveo'the  young  Udiea  coodesoendcd  as  niDefa 
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SB  young  Udics  ou(;ht  to  contlHoeiK],  but  still 
F^ward  Fi^stor  wu  obdunile ;  and  the  gosnips 
of  B«lford  began  to  suspect  that  the  hrart  wUk-h 
appeared  »>  inTulncnble  must  have  been  pro- 
tected by  sumv  diMani  and  probably  too  ai»bi> 
liout  atlachincnt  frxmi  the  eliarnia  of  [heir  fair 
townawoinen,  and  even  proceeded  to  make  in* 
<|umcs  as  to  the  dauj^Uters  of  the  various  noble 
famiiieK  that  he  atlcndetl  in  the  neiglilmurhood. 

Time  f'olved  the  enigma ;  and  the  solution,  as 
ottca  happens  in  these  cm»,  lay  in  a  spot 
wholly  unsuspected  by  the  parties  intereated. 

Few  things  are  more  melancholy  and  yet  feir 
more  beautifully  picturewgiie  than  the  grounds 
of  some  fine  old  place  deserted  by  its  ownera, 
and  cither  wholly  pulled  down,  or  conTcrtcd  lo 
the  coarse  and  common  purposes  of  a  farm* 
steading.  We  have  many  »ueh  phtces  in  our 
neighbourhood,  whore  the  estates  (as  is  usually 
the  cav  in  all  the  counties  within  dfiy  miles  of 
London)  have  either  entirely  paniwd  away 
from  their  old  proprietors,  or  have  lieen  w 
much  dismcn>bcred  by  the  repeated  purchase* 
of  leM  aiMient  but  more  opulent  settlers  on  the 
land,  that  the  residence  hax  gradually  Iteoime 
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loo  expensive  feu-  the  diminidied  renUroll;  and, 
abandoned,  probably  not  without  considcrsblc 
bcart-feariimj;,  by  ttiv  owm-r,  has  b«.'n  iiiMnu- 
t)l>'  Ruflvrrd  (o  nioulder  away,  aa  antedated  and 
uiitiiiicly  ruiii,  or  been  degraded  to  the  vulgar 
utn  of  a  farmhouse. 

One  of  the  roost  beautiful  of  these  relic* 
of  old  KngUsh  tnaj^ifiirciicc  is  the  Court-houso 
at  Allonby,  wJiich  hiw  bnii  desecrated  in  all 
nianiKr  of  ways  ;  iirst  wholly  deserted,  then  in 
great  measure  dismantled,  then  partly  Itilceo 
down,  and  what  remained  of  the  main  building 
—what  would  reniaio,  for  the  admirable  old 
matonry  (HTcrL-d  every  sort  of  passive  resisiancn 
to  tlte  sactilc^oun  tools  and  engines  of  the 
workmen  employed  in  the  wkked  task  of  d^ 
tnolition,  and  was  as  difficult  to  be  pulled 
down  OS  a  rock  —  the  remainB,  tnuiLlaied  and 
dikGgured  as  tltey  were,  still  further  disfigumi 
by  lieing  fitted  up  as  n  dwelling  for  the  fanner 
wlio  rented  the  park;  whilst  the  line  old  sta- 
bles, coacb-house»,  and  riding-house*  were  ap- 
propriated to  the  basest  uses  of  a  farmyard.  I 
wooder  that  tbi*  pigs  uid  cons,  when  they  l(x>k- 
ed  at  the  magnilicence  about  them,  the  lordly 
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crest  (a  deer  coudiMit)  pUcvd  orer  tltt  oMg 
arclied  gnteways,  and  od  the  solid  pUUn  at  the 
cament  of  the  walls,  and  th«  dale  1646)  nhich 
with  the  name  of  the  first  proprtetcw  *'  Andre* 
Montfolcon*'  surmounted  all  the  Gotliic  docnr, 
were  not  ashamed  of  tlieir  own  unfitnets  for  *o 
(iupcrt>  a  haliitation. 

Allonby  Court  was  one  of  the  Sneat  iiped- 
mens  of  an  old  manorial  rcsidvnce  llint  luul  ertt 
come  under  my  observation.  Built  at  the  pt- 
nod  when  castellated  numstons  were  no  longer 
required  for  defence,  it  yet  combined  much  of 
their  solidity  anil  iniuMvenea*  with  far  more  of 
riclinees,  of  onuunent,  and  even  of  extent,  than 
wa«  compatible  will)  the  maia  purpoM-  of  those 
domestic  fortrca»efl,  iu  which  beauty  and  cod- 
venience  were  alike  sacrificed  to  a  jealoua  iticlo- 
Hure  of  walls  and  ramparts. 

Allonby  had  bevn  cn-cled  by  one  of  the  mag- 
nificc^ni  courtiers  of  a  mugiiificcut  era — the  end 
c^  IClizabeth^B  reign  and  the  beginning  of  that 
of  James ;  and  ita  picturesque  portal,  its  deep 
l>ay  windows,  its  clustered  chimneys,  its  hall 
where  a  coach  aod  six  might  bnve  paraded, 
and  its  oaken  staircase,  up  which  a  ainiilar 


and  Jnddcot  prapriilijr  to  tMwraa  to  iu  < 
litknif  there  wm  a  uiiiieiMi  ogprt  !■  Om  i 
biMirhood.  ETcrrbod^  Ut  f^  to  bar,  Am, 
HO  soli.%  had  H  bo*  buib,  dK  Mk  of  ibv 
materials  did  doC  dcfnj  tha  cxpMue  of  puUinf{ 
them  down.  So  maUckms  did  our  W«  t^  th- 
old  place  make  us. 

Wc  Wt  the  loi*  of  that  ooWa 
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l>crional  deprivation — and  it  was  sucfa  ;  for  the    I 
scencrj-  of  a  counliy,  the  real  tuid  living  land- 
ocapc,  i»  to  all  who  liave  eyes  to  sm.-  and  tuie 
to  retish  its  beauties  an  actual  and  most  valu- 
able proj)crty  : — to  enjoy  »  to  possess. 

Still,  however,  the  rctnainn  of  Allonby  ate 
nlrikingly  {Mcturesque.  The  single  wing  whidi 
is  itanding  rises  like  a  tower  from  the  trag- 
ments  of  the  balf-dciuolisht-d  hail;  and  the 
brambles,  bncrs,  utid  ivies,  which  grow  spon- 
titneoiitily  amongst  the  ruins,  mingle  with  the 
luxuriant  branches  of  a  rine  which  bas  been  f 
planted  on  the  south  side  of  the  buSding,  and 
wreaths  its  rich  A-stoons  aboTc  ihv  gablc>«tHlt 
and  round  the  clustered  diimneys,  veiling  and 
udoming,  us  Nature  in  her  bounty  often  does,  , 
titu  deflation  caused  by  the  baud  of  man.  1 
Gigantic  forcsl-trecs,  oak,  and  elm,  and  bcecfa, 
are  scattered  about  the  pai^,  which  »tiU  n- 
mains  unenclosed  and  in  pasture,  a  dear* 
bright  river  glidcN  through  it ;  from  which 
on  one  side  rises  an  abrupt  grassy  bank,  sttr* 
nwunled  by  a  majestic  avenue  of  enormotu 
tirs  and  iimcwtrccs,  planted  in  two  distinct  row»  ^ 
n  chain  of  large  fish-ponds,  toine  of  them  dried 


THE    SUROBOM*8   COURTSHIF. 

up  and  filled  with  underwood,  communicates 
with  the  stream ;  and  flowering  shrubs,  the 
growth  of  centuries,  Uburoum,  lilac,  laurel, 
double  cherry,  and  double  peach,  are  clu». 
tvred  in  gay  profuuon  around  the  mouldering 
grottoe*  and  ruined  temples  with  which  tlve 
grounds  had  been  adorned. 

The  most  beautiful  and  most  perfect  of  these 
ediBoe*  was  a  high,  lowcr-likc  Gatiing-room, 
oveHianging  the  river,  of  which  indeed  the 
lower  part  formed  a  l>uat-bouse,  covered  with 
honeysuckle,  jessamine,  and  other  creeping 
plants,  backed  by  tall  columnar  poplars,  and 
looking  on  one  vide  into  n  (lerfeet  grove  of 
cypress  and  cedar.  A  Haunting  musk -rose 
grew  on  oce  aide  of  the  step«i  and  a  Portugal 
laurel  on  the  other ;  whilst  a  mo»s-grown  sun- 
dial at  a  little  distance  rose  amidst  a  thicket  of 
HMCi,  lilies,  and  hollyhocks,  (relics  of  an  old 
fluwer-gardcB,)  tlie  very  emblem  of  the  days 
that  were  gone,  — ;a  silent  but  most  eloquent 
»ermon  on  tlie  instability  of  human  afFuint. 

Tbia  romantic  and  somewhat  melancholy 
dwelling  voi  inhabited  by  a  couple  as  remote 
from  hU  tinge  of  romaiMc,  or  of  swIik**,  as  ever 
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'  were  brought  together  in  thin  world  of  vivid 
contrast.  Light  and  sJinduw  were  not  more 
op|KKtite  than  were  John  and  Iktartha  Clewer 
to  their  gloomy  habitation. 

Jabo  Clewer  and  his  good  wife  fttartha  wov 
two  persons  whom  I  can  with  all  trnlh  and 
ouuvenienoe  describe  conjointly  in  almost  the 
same  word»,  as  not  unfrequently  happen*  with 
ft  married  couple  in  tltdr  rank  of  life-  Th^y 
wprc  n  stout,  comely,  jolly,  go«xlnatured  pair, 
ID  the  prime  of  life,  who  had  married  eariy, 
and  had  grown  plump,  ruddy,  and  liardy 
under  the  inflttctwe  of  ten  years  of  changing 
Kcasons  and  unchanging  industry.  Poor  they 
were,  in  spite  of  his  following  the  triple  calling 
of  millvr,  farmer,  and  gamekeeper,  and  her 
doing  her  best  to  aid  him  by  baking  artd  sdl- 
iag  in  the  form  of  bread  the  corn  which  hv  not 
only  grew  but  ground,  and  defiling  the  faded 
grandeur  of  the  court  by  the  vulgarities  of 
eliec»e,  red-herrings,  eggs,  candle*,  and  onioos, 
aud  the  ibouuiKl-and-ooe  nutMutces  which  com- 
pose the  omnibus  ooDoem  called  a  village  *bop. 
Martha's  hotne-baked  Imvcs  were  t«ckane«l  the 
beat  in  tlie  county,  and  Julin*s  farming  was 
ncarcely  less  celcbralod  :  neverthelcw,  they  were 
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poor ;  a  fact  which  might  partly  be  accounted 
for  by   thu   drcuinsUncv   of  their   ten   year.t' 
moiriii^  havinf;  iimdiicetl  eight  chililncn,  and 
partly   by  their  being  both  ungutarly  liberal. 
diBtntercsted,  and   generous.     If  a  poor   man 
brought  (he  produce  of  his  children's  gluaninf^s 
to  John'*  mill,  he  waa  Hurc  not  only  to  get  it 
ground  for  nothing,  but  to  receive  himself  at 
th«   handa  of  the  good  miller  as  plentiful  a 
meal  of  beef  or   bacon,  and  as  bniuniing  a 
oup  of  BtroDg  ale,  as  ever  was  doled  out  of 
the  old  buttery  ;  whilst   Martha,  who  was  just 
John  bimaclf  in  petticoats,  and  In  whom  hospi- 
tality took  the  feminiiii;  form  of  diarity,  could 
□ever  send  away  the  poorest  of  her  customers 
(in  other  words,  her  debtors)    empty>handed, 
^^ilowever   sure   xbe  might  be  that  the  day  of 
^^  payment  would  never  arrive  until  the  day  o( 
'      '  judgutent.      Rich   our  good  couple   certainly 
^^  were  not,— unless  Ok  uiiivenMl  love  and  good- 
^^vill  of  tlK  whole  neighbourhood  may  count  for 
riches ;  but  content  most  assuredly  they  were^ — 
ay,  and  more  than  content  I     If  I  were  asked 
^^bito  name  the  happiest  aud  merriest  persons  of 
^^Lmy  acquaintance,  I  think  it  would  be  John  and 

L 


1£8         THE  surgeon's  COL'KTSniP. 

With  all  thi-ir  rii^etiiblatice,  Uiere  wax  bctonii 
this  ))une»I  country  couple  one  remarkable  dif- 
ference :  the  husband  was  n  man  of  fair  conimoD 
sense,  plain  and  simplc-niimlcd,  uhiUt  \»»  tnr<.- 
bad  iugraftcd  on  an  equal  arllesNniciis  and  uaiceU 
of  manner  a  d^ree  of  aculenese  of  perception 
and  shrcwdneas  of  remark,  which  rendered  turr 
one  of  the  nio»t  amusinj;  companions  in  the 
county,  and,  adtlts)  to  her  excetleoces  as  a  baker, 
ha<l  no  ntuall  ciTect  in  alluring  to  Iter  iihop  llie 
few  customers  whose  regular  payments  enabled 
her  to  bear  up  against  the  many  who  never  paid 
at  all.  For  my  own  purt.^who  am  iomewhat 
uf  ii  chnrocter-studii'r  by  profeasion,  and  to 
complete  a  bread -fancier  that  every  day  in  t)i« 
week  »liull  itave  ita  separate  loaf,  from  ttte 
snowy  French  roll  of  Monday  to  the  unsifteil 
homc-mftde  ofSalurday  at  e'en,— I  had  a  double 
motive  for  frequenting  Martha's  bakohout«>  at 
which  I  had  been  for  some  years  a  most  punc- 
tual visiter  and  purchaser  until  la^l  spring  and 
Rummer,  when  first  a  long  alwencv,  then  a 
scries  of  honoured  guests,  then  the  preu^ure  of 
eugros&ing  operations,  then  the  weather,  llicu 
the  roods,  and   at   last    tbe    faaiing    broken 
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through  the  habit  of  going  thither,  kept  me  for 
maay  monthn  from  my  old  and  fn»ourile  Uttunt, 
the  rencrablc  C^ourt. 

So  long  had  been  my  absence,  that  the  hedge- 

ro««,  io  which  the  woodbine  wiw  at  my  U«t 

»iiit  just  putting  forth  its  hftwiy  bluish  leaTcs, 

[and  (he  chJer  making  its  earlit-«t  shoots,  were 

I  now   uking  thdr  deepest   and   dingiest  hue, 

[cnUvrned  only  by   garland*  of   the  traveller's 

oy,  the  briony,  and  the  wild-vetch  ;  that   the 

Flnwly  primnMC  and  the  creeping  violet  weresucv 

I  eerdeil  by  the  tall  mallows  and  St.  JohnVworts, 

Land  (t»e  half-Meded  !>ta1kfl  of  the  foxglove;  and 

that  the  beans,  which  the  women  and  gtrU  vicn 

[then  planting,  men  and  boys  were  now  about 

I  to  cut:  in  a  word,  the  budding  spring  wa«  suc- 

[ceeded  by  the  ripe  and  plcntwuj  autumn,  when, 

ton  a  lovely  harvest  afternoon,  I  at  length  rc^ 

tvistcd  Allonby. 

The  day,  although  exquidtdy  pleasant,  bad 

,  been  rather  soft  than  bright,  and  wan  now 

■closing   in    with  that  magical   eflect  of  the 

evening  light  which  lends  a  grace  to  the  com- 

monert  object*,  and  heightens  in  an  almort  in- 

credible  degree  the  beauty  of  those  which  are 
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alrradj  besutifuL  Flowers  arc  nercr  so  glo- 
rioua  as  in  the  illusive  tuilf-hour  whkh  nwcMtli 
the  netting  of  the  sun  ;  snd  it  is  nt  that  pi'rioci, 
that  a  really  fine  ^ecc  of  natural  !»oe»er>-  is 
seen  tu  most  sdvautsgc.  I  paused  for  a  mo- 
loent  before  entering  Martha's  territory,  the 
shop,  to  look  at  the  romantic  grounds  of  Al- 
lonbvt  all  the  more  pictun«que  from  their 
untrDiDcd  wildneas;  and  on  the  turfy  terrace 
beyond  the  fishing-house,  and  just  at  the  en- 
iraiice  of  that  dark  avenue  of  leafy  lime-trees 
ai>cl  fir»,  whose  huge  straight  stems  shone  with 
a  subdued  and  changeful  splendour,  now  of  a 
purplish  hue,  and  now  like  dimraer  brass, — just 
undernrath  the  two  foremost  trees,  strongly  re- 
licved  by  the  deep  shadow,  stood  a  female 
figure,  graceful  and  perfect  as  ever  was  faoded 
by  poet  or  modelled  by  sculptor.  Her  white 
dress  bad  all  the  effect  of  drapery,  and  her 
pure  a»d  colourless  complexion,  her  flaxen 
ringlclH  nlnioet  as  pale  as  ttie  swan-Uke  neek 
around  which  they  fell,  Iter  fair  hand  shading  her 
vyct,  and  the  fixed  attention  of  her  attitude  as 
she  stood  watching  some  of  Martha's  children 
nt  play  upon  tlie  gnus,  gave  her  more  (lie  look 
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of  «n  oUbaater  statue  tbftn  of  a  living  Eveaib- 
ing  woman.     I  never  saw  grace  so  uucoDsdous 
ytt  »o  perfect :  I  stood  almoM  as  still  as  heradf 
to  look  on  ber,  uDtil  the  broke,  or  I  Bhould 
rather  Hty  changed  the  spell,  by  walking  fur- 
ward  to  the  children,  and  added  the  charm  of 
iDolioD  t9  that  of  symmetr)'.     1  then  turned  to 
Martha,  who  was  watching  my  absorbed  atten- 
tion with   evident    aniuvement,    and,    without 
givii^  me  time  to  ask  any  queplioni,  answered 
iny   tbougbts  by  an   immediate  exclamation: 
"Ah,   ma'am,   1  knew  you'd  like  to  look  at, 
Itucy  Charlton  t     Many  a  time  I'^e  said  to  oty 
maater,  'Tis  a  pity  that  madam  has  not  aa 
our  Lucy  !  she'd  be  so  sure  to  take  a  fancy  to 
ber  r    And  now  »lw'»going  away,  poor  thing  I 
That's  the  way  things  fall  out,  afliT  the  time,  at 
ODC  may  say.      I  knew  khe'd  uke  your  Uxtey." 
'*  Her  name  is  Lucy  Charlton,  then .'"  re^ 
plied  I,  still  riveting  my  eyes  on  the  lovely, 
airy  creature  l)cforc  me,  who,  shaking  back  ifae 
ringlets  from  her  fair  face  with  a  motion  of 
almost    infantine    playfulness,   was  skimming 
along  the  bank  to  meet  the  rosy,  laughing  diU- 
drcn. — "  And  who  may  Lucy  Charlton  be  T 


182       TiiE  surgeon's  courtship. 

"  Why,  you  »«■,  ma'am,  bcr  mother  was  my 
Iiu«banil'i  firat  cousio.  She  UtoI  with  old 
Lady  Lynncrc  ns  bousrkn-pcr,  aiifl  murinl 
the  biiilcr;  nnd  thi»  is  the  only  chiitt  Both 
fathvr  and  mother  tiled,  poor  thing  I  before  she 
was  four  ymm  old,  and  L^y  Lynnere  brought 
her  up  quilc  like  a  Isdy  hertclf ;  but  now  she 
is  desd,  and  dead  without  a  will,  nnd  lior  rc- 
Intion^  have  seized  all,  nnd  poor  I.ucy  U  cnrne 
bnck  to  her  friends.  But  she  won't  Htay  with 
them,  though,"  pursued  Mrs.  Clewer,  half  tss> 
Uljr  ^  Bitv 's  too  proud  to  be  wise ;  and  instead 
of  slaying  with  me  and  tcndiing  my  tittle  girli 
to  sew  »aiiip)erH,  nhe  's  going  to  be  a  tutor 
in  some  foreign  parts  beyond  sea^  Russia  t^ 
lltink  they  call  the  plan^going  to  some  people 
whom  I^dy  Lynncrp  knew,  who  arc  to  give  her 
a  salary,  and  to  hinder  her  from  being  a 
burden  to  her  relations,  ax  she '»  goow  vnnu^ 
to  say  — OS  if  wc  could  feel  her  Utths  expenje* ; 
or,  say  we  did— as  if  wc  would  not  raihcr  go^ 
with  half  a  meal  ihnn  imrt  with  her,  sweet  crea- 
ture as  she  ia !  and  to  go  to  that  cal<l  country 
and  come  baek  half  froxen,  or  die  tb««  aod 
never  oome  back  at  all  1     Howsomerer,"  con- 
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thiucd  Martha,  "  it's  no  u»c  bemoaning  out- 
selvcN  now  ;  tiicMtiulter'N  seltlfd— hiT  clotltM 
are  all  aboard  ship,  her  pa&sage  taken,  and  I'm 
to  drive  her  to  Portsmouth  in  our  little  shay- 
cart  to-morrow  momiiif;.  A  sorrowful  parting 
'twill  be  for  her  und  the  jwor  cliildrt-n,  aurty 
M  tire  h  trying  to  ^leeni  at  thi.tuiinula.  I  d»re 
sav  we  Hhall  never  sec  licr  again,  for  she  is  but 
delicate,  and  there 's  no  putting  old  brads  upon 
young  shoulders;  so  instead  of  buying  good 
warm  ituffs  and  flannels,  cloth  cloaks  aad  such 
things,  to  fence  her  pretty  dear  self  against  the 
cold,  she  has  laid  out  her  little  money  in  light 
summer  gear,  a»  if  she  was  going  to  &tay  in 
England  and  be  married  tliis  very  harvest :  and 
now  she'll  go  abroad  and  catch  her  death,  and 
we  shall  never  set  eyes  on  her  again."  And 
the  tears,  which  during  her  whole  !ip(«cli  ha<l 
stood  in  Murthu'ii  eyeii,  fairly  began  to  full. 

"  Oh,  Mrs.  Clewer !  you  must  nut  add  to 
the  natural  pain  of  parting  by  such  a  fancy 
u  that;  your  pretty  cousin  seems  slight  and 
delicate^  but  not  unhealthy.  What  should 
make  you  stip|KMe  her  so  ?" 

"  Why ,  ma'ani,  our  young  doctoir,Mr.  Edward 
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Foster,  (you  know  how  clever  hv  isf)  was  aiu-nd- 
inj;  my  master  this  spring  for  the  rhruniAtisai, 
just  after  Lucy  cnmi'  hvre.  She  had  a  sad  cough, 
poor  thing  !  when  she  first  arrived,  caught  by 
lilting  up  o'ni^ts  with  old  Lady  Lynnoiv;  and 
Mr,  Edward  said  shr  wax  a  tender  [tlaat  and 
required  nurung  heraelf.  He  came  to  see  her 
every  day  for  two  months,  and  quite  art  har 
up,  and  would  not  take  a  farthing  for  his  paini ; 
and  I  did  think  —  and  so  did  my  master,  after 

I  told  him But,  howsomever,  that^a  all  mrer 

DOW,  and  she 's  going  away  to-morrow  morning." 

"  What  did  you  think  ?"  inquired  I,  amused 
to  find  Edward  Foftler'*  nSections  the  lubjecl 
of  sjM-cuhitiuii  in  Sirs.  Clewcr'k  rank  of  life, — 
"  wlmi  did  you  aay  that  you  tbouglit  of  Mr. 
Foster,  Martha  ^" 

"  Why  to  be  sure,  ma'am — people  can't  help 
their  thoughts,  you  know, — and  it  did  Ncem  to 
me  that  he  fancied  her." 

*'  You  mean  to  say  that  you  think  Mr.  Kd- 
ward  Foster  liked  your  young  relation — waa  in 
love  with  her  ?" 

"  To  be  sure  I  do,  ma'am, — at  leoat  I  did," 
continued    Martliu,  correcting   heraelf;   **  and 
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SO  did  mjr  niaater,  and  so  would  snjbodj'.  He 
that  has  so  much  business  used  to  come  here 
wcry  day*  and  stay  two  hours  at  a  time,  when, 
except  for  the  pleasure  of  talking  to  her,  there 
was  oo  more  need  of  lus  coming  to  Lucy  than 
of  his  coming  to  mo.  Ever;  day  of  his  life  he 
used  to  come ;  his  very  horse  knew  the  place, 
and  u»ed  to  atop  at  the  gate  as  natural  as  our 
old  mare," 

*'  And  when  slic  got  wdl,  did  be  leave  off 
coning  ?" 

"  No,  oo!  be  came  still,  but  not  so  often. 
He  seemed  not  to  know  his  own  mind,  and 
kept  on  dilly-dally,  shit)y-«hally,  and  the  poor 
thing  pined  and  frcltod,  aw  1  could  see  that 
was  watching  her,  though  lOie  never  said  a  word 
to  mc  erf  the  matter,  nor  I  to  ber :  and  then 
thJK  offer  to  go  to  Russia  came,  and  she  ac- 
cepted it,  I  do  verily  believe,  partly  to  get  ns 
far  from  him  as  she  could.  Ah  [  well-a-day, 
it's  a  sad  thing  when  young  gentlemen  don't 
know  their  own  min<ls !"  sighed  the  tender- 
hearted Mrs.  Clewer;  "  they  don't  know  the 
grief  they  're  caudng  I" 
-■-  *'  What  did  he  say  when  he  beard  she  was 
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going  ubniad  ?"  asked  I.  "  That  intelligence 
mlghl  liave  made  him  orqusinted  villi  the  statr 
of  his  own  affecltons." 

"  LMckaclay,  imt'sm  !"  cxdnimed  Martha.  o:t 
whom  a  sudden  ray  of  light  seemed  to  han- 
broken,  '*  to  it  might  I  and  I  verilj  believe  that 
to  this  hour  he  know*  nothing  of  the  matter ! 
What  »  jnty  there's  not  n  little  more  time! 
The  ship  mils  on  Saturday,  and  thin  i*  Thutv- 
day  night !  I>et '«  look  at  the  letter,"  pur- 
sued Martha,  diving  into  her  huge  poekcti. 
"  I  'm  sure  it  said  the  ahtp.  Roebuck,  saQcd  nn 
Saturday  morning.  Where  can  the  letter  be !" 
exclaimed  Marthn,  afier  an  UDSiiccessful  hunt 
amidst  the  pineufJiionit,  nredle-books,  thread- 
eatc*.  Hcinors,  handkerchiefs,  gloves,  raittenf, 
puntes,  thimbles,  primers,  tops,  apples,  bunsi 
and  pieces  of  gingcrbreftd,  with  whieh  her 
poekels  were  losded,  and  making  an  e«prcia] 
SHirch  nntniigst  divers  odd-looking  notes  iind 
memorandums,  which  the  said  receptacles  con- 
tained. "Where  can  the  letter  be?  Fetch' 
your  folber,  Dolly  !  Sa<ldle  tlie  grey  mare,  Jem '. 
I  am  going  to  Itare  the  tnothache,  and  must  sre 
Mr.  Foster  directly.     Tell    I*iicy    I    want   to 
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speaktoher,  Tom!— No;sbe  shall  kaowDothing 
about  it— tloo't."  And  with  these  wvcrral  di- 
rections to  some  of  tlw  <,-lder  children,  who 
were  by  this  time  crowding  about  h«r,  Martha 
bustled  off,  witii  her  haodkerchief  held  to  her 
face,  in  total  fur^fulocss  of  mjself,  and  of 
the  loaf,  «'hi4:h  I  had  paid  for  but  not  re- 
ceived :  and  after  vainly  waiting  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes, during  which  I  got  a  nearer  view  of  thu 
elc^nt  Lucy,  and  thought  within  myself  bow 
handmnic  a  couple  slkc  and  Mr.  FoAtvr  would 
have  made,  ood  pcrhn|»  might  utill  make,  with 
admiration  of  her  gracefulneu,  pity  for  livr 
Borrows,  and  interest  in  her  fate,  I  mounted  my 
pooy  phacttMi  and  took  my  departure. 

The  nest  morsing  >furtha,  in  her  tihay><:art, 

'  (as  «he  called  her  equipage,)  appcarvd  at  our 

,  door,  like  an  honest  woman,  witli  my  loaf  and 
thouund  apologicc     Her  face  was  lied  uft, 
ijs  usual  in  cases  of  toothache,  and,  though 

f  ^te  did  not,  oo  narrow  observation,  look  as  if 
inucb  ailed  her, — for  her  whole  comely  face  wa» 

I  radiant  with  liapptncwt, — I  thought  it  only  oour- 

!  tcous  to  a«k  what  was  the  matter. 

hatd  love  you,  ma'am,  outhing !"  ^notb 
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Martha;  "only  after  you  went  away  1  nun- 
iiuig«l  out  the  letter,  and  found  that  the  Rofr 
buck  did  Mil  oa  Saturday  as  1  tboughL,  and 
that  if  I  meant  to  take  your  kind  hint,  no  tkoc 
wa&  to  be  lost.  So  I  had  the  tootbache  tmine- 
dialely,  and  sent  my  master  to  fetch  ibcdocM 
It  was  lucky  his  being  a  doctor,  because  OM 
always  con  tend  for  (hem  at  «  minute's  waro 
in^,  oa  nnv  may  say.  So  I  itent  for  Srlr.  Kdwan 
to  cure  my  toothache,  and  told  him  the  newa." 
"  And  did  he  draw  your  tooth,  Martha?'*^ 
"  Heaven  help  him  '.  not  be !  he  never  sdf 
a  word  about  me  or  my  achca^  but  was  et 
like  a  nhot  to  find  Lucy,  who  was  rambln| 
about  somewhere  in  the  moonlight  to  take  i 
la«tlook  of  tl»eold  grounds.  And  it's  quite  re 
markable  how  Hide  time  these  matters  take; 
for  when  I  went  out  for  a  bit  of  a  stroll  baJ 
an  hour  afterwardu,  to  we  how  the  land  lay 
I  came  bolt  upon  tlieni  by  accident,  and  fount 
that  he  had  pop|)cd  the  que»tioD,  that  slie  U» 
accepted  him,  and  that  the  whole  afliur  was  ai 
completely  •ettlvd  as  if  it  had  been  six  moatfai 
■bout.  So  Lucy  ktayft  to  be  married  ;  and  I  an 
going  in  my  shay-cart  to  fetch  her  trunks  ani 
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boxes  from   Portsmouth.     No  need  to   fling 
tb«tn  awsy,  though  ire  must  low  the  passage- 
money,  1  suppose ;  for  all  her  tiUci  and  muslins, 
and  trinkuin>traDkumK,  whidi  I  found  so  much 
fault  with,  will  !»  just  tlie  thing  for  the  wed- 
ding!    To  think  how    things  come   round  i" 
added  Martha.     "  And  what  a  bandy  thing  the 
toothache  is  sometimes '.    I  doo\  think  there V 
a  happier  person  anywhere  than  I  am  at  iJiis 
minute, — except,  perbapa,  Lucy  and  Mr.  Ed> 
ward ;  and  they  arc  walking  about  making  lore 
under  the  fir-lrccs  iu  the  pxtk."" 

And  off  she  drore,  a  complete  illnstrstion  of 
Praspero's  feeling,  though  exptraaed  in  such 
difTerrat  words: 

So  {Ud  of  this,  u  ihey,  1  cannot  b«, 

"  bul  my  ivjoicin; 

Ai  nMhitig  cau  be  nioic. 


•Vort.— Birds  are  beautiful  crcanires,  and 
ornithology  is  a  delightful  study ;  only  that  nine 
tines  out  of  ten  the  stuffed  birds  in  a  museum 
loM  much  of  ll«ir  beauty  and  ahno,t  all  their 
ehanKter,-to  «,y  nmhing  of  the  room  which 
tbey  uke  up,  and  the  exceeding  «p«,«.  ^^ 
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trouble  attending  tlie  pursuit.  A.  (ax  better 
pUii  wu»  that  of  my  excellent  old  friend  Sir 
William  Glford,  vho  turned  hi*  fii)c  tnlc^t  for 
paiiniog  to  the  service  of  liJs  favmiritc  study, 
—  natural  hictory,  and  buBvcumtilated  above 
unt^  hundred  coloured  drawings  of  indigenous 
birds,  or  birds  of  passngCi  all  lakcii  from  the  life, 
in  natural  attitude*,  und  tnoKtly  of  the  natural 
siut  |Krehcd  on  txich  trees  and  backed  by  such 
landKapei  an  those  amongst  which  they  are 
generally  found, — forming,  in  •horl,  a  correct 
representation  of  the  bird  ai>d  its  habiO.  The 
occupations  of  a  busy  life  hare  prevented  the 
completion  of  this  desi^^n,  which  I  mention  in 
the  hope  that  other  naturalists  may  be  induced 
to  carry  a  similar  plan  into  execution.  I 
cannot  name  Sir  ^^^illiam  Klford  without 
paying  a  brief  and  passing  tribute  to  my  dear 
and  venerable  friend,  who,  now  in  the  eighty. 
fifth  year  of  his  age,  carries  his  facuItieK  un- 
dimnied  and  unbroken, — is  still  the  painter,  thi^ 
naturalist,  the  musician,  the  poet,  the  man  of 
taste,  the  man  of  business,  and  most  eminently 
tlw  man  of  Uttert.  Never  since  that  prince 
of  correspondents,   Horace  Wal|iolc,   was  leu 
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ler-writer  to  shrewd,  bo  plcAcant,  no  iilayful,  and 
so  bumorotis,  as  my  fX<-flU'«t  friend.  And  I 
i>I>L-ak  frofn  long  and  full  experien<:e ;  for,  since 
the  days  cf  my  early  girlhood,  whcD  he  had 
ihc  kii>d  condrscmsion  to  devote  his  valuable 
time  and  his  delightful  powers  to  my  amuse* 
ineni  and  improvement,  we  have  been  clot«  and 
constant  currcupondenls.  Long  may  we  con- 
tinue so  !  Long,  very  long,  may  he  remain  ns 
he  is  now,  the  life  of  the  social  circle,  and  the 
pride  and  comfort  of  hi.i  amiahle  family  ! 
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Tn»T  our  county  stand»  right  in  ibe  way 
from  Ireland  to  London,  and  of  oonsequrace 
from  Jxindun  bock  again  to  Ireland,  is  a  fact 
well  known,  not  only  to  our  Justices  of  the 
P«ace  in  Quarter  Session  osscmUt^,  [>ut  also 
to  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament ;  the 
aforesaid  county,  always  a  very  needy  person- 
age, having  been  so  nearly  ruined  by  the  cost  of 
passing  the  Irish  ))iiiu[)ers  home  to  th«ir  own 
country,  iliat  a  bill  h  at-tually  before  the  L«< 
gislature  to  relieve  the  local  rates  from  the 
expense  of  this  novel  species  of  transportation, 
and  provide  a  sepiaratc  fund  for  the  transmittal 
of  that  wretched  class  of  homdess  poor  from 
the  metropolis  (o  Bristol,  sitd  from  Bristol 
across  the  Channel. 

But,  bciidn    these   unfortunate  nbtcnte^s. 


TBE  nim  BATUAEEK. 


1U 


whose  propensity  to  nre  ^n»d  in  intUtian 
of  iheir  betters  occasJons  so  much  trouble  to 
overseen,  and  poIice>officer».  and  mayors  of 
town)),  and  inagiuratn  at  Quarter  Seaaons,  and, 
finally,  to  the  two  Houses  of  Lords  and  Coot' 
ntaotf — besides  this  most  miserable  race  of 
vagrants,  ibcrc  arc  two  other  sets  of  Irish  wan- 
derers with  whom  wc  arc  from  our  [wculJar 
pontion  suffidenily  familiar  —  pigdrivers  and 
haymakers. 

Of  the  first,   we  in  the  country,  who  live 
I  amongst  the  by-ways  of  ihc  worid,  see  much ; 
whilst  the  inhabttanls  of  Bedford,  folks  who 
tiweli  amidst  highways  aod  turof>ikes,  know  as 
little  eilher  of  the  pigs  or  their  dri*eni,  until 
■  they  see  the  former  served  up  at  taWe  in  the 
I  shape  of  ham  or  bacoo,  as  if  they  lired  at  Tim> 
'  fauoloo ;  ioaunucb  as  tbe*c  Irish  swine  people, 
partly  to  avoid  the  hard  road,  partly  to  acr* 
the  tolls,  invariably  ctwoac  ■  tat  i 
track,  leading  through  Adm  at 
cofDmons,  and  back  lanes,  aeae  of  tavf  wrf 
some  of  mud,  (which  ihey  jlm^  wf  atm  * 
fashion  thai  makes  our  p«rHb 
half  crazy,)  until  they  : 
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polls  by  «  route  that  would  puiczlc  tbe  map- 
makers  but  wbicb  is  twvertbeletts  nlmost  «s 
direct  and  nearly  as  IawU-ss  a£  that  pursued  by 
A  dilTerent  class  of  bipeds  and  quadru{>cds  m 
that  fdeluoniibU-  way  of  breaking  bonvn  called 
n  #lcc)>le-ciiase. 

Few  things  are  more  furlorn  in  appearancv 
than  these  Irish  droves,  veary  si>d  frMitsore, 
and  adding  the  slnin  of  every  soil  tbey  have 
passe*)  through  since  ihi-ir  landing  to  their 
large  original  stock  <^  native  dirt  and  iigUness. 
English  pigs  are  ugly  tmd  dirty  enouo^,  Flni- 
vcn  knows  !  hut  tlim  the  creatures  have  a 
look  of  iazy,  slovenly  enjoyment  about  tbeni ; 
they  are  generally  fat  and  always  tdlc,  and  for 
llie  moKt  part  (except  when  ringing  or  killing, 
or  wlien  turned  by  main  force  out  <^  some 
garden  or  harvcst-ticld)  contrive  to  lead  as  easy 
lives,  and  to  have  as  muth  their  own  way  in 
Ibe  world,  as  any  set  of  animals  with  whom  one 
is  acquainted:  w  that,  unsightly  as  ihey  are, 
there  is  do  unpleasant  feeling  in  looking  at 
tlieni,  forming  as  they  do  the  usual  appendage 
to  the  busy  farm  or  the  tidy  cottage.  But 
these  poor  brutes  from  over  the  water  are  a 
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misery  i«  see ;  gnunt  mid  luDg.  and  shambling, 
almoat  as  diliereiit  iu  iimkc  from  our  Kogltsh 
pig  as  a  greyh4)uud  front  a  poiiiti-r,  dragging 
one  weary  limb  after  the  otJier,  with  an  ex- 
pKttioa  of  frvtful  euflcriDg  which,  as  one 
cannot  relieve,  one  getN  nwny  from  as  sooit  as 
possible.  Even  (heir  huliH  hanlly  wein  to 
improve  their  condition  :  hungry  though  they 
be,  they  are  too  tired  to  eat. 

So  far  as  personal  appearance  goes,  there  is 
no  small  resemblaooe  between  the  droves  and 
the  drovero.  Jukt  as  long,  a»  gaunt,  and  as 
shainbling  as  the  Irisli  pigs,  are  the  Irinh  lH>y« 
{.iuglici,  men)  who  drive  tbeui ;  with  the  same 
alow  lounging  gait,  and,  Ix-tween  the  sallow 
«kin,  the  sunburnt  hair,  and  the  brown  frieze 
great-coat,  of  nearly  the  same  dirty  complexion. 
There,  l»owever,the  likeness  ceasea.  The  Iriah 
drover  in  a*  remarkable  for  good -humour,  good 
spirits,  hartlihood,  and  lighl-lieartedness,  as  his 
countryman,  the  pig,  jg  for  the  contrary  pro. 
perties  of  pcovisliness  and  melancholy,  and  cx> 
J^lflion  and  fatigue.  He  goes  along  the  rood 
from  stage  to  stage,  from  alehouse  to  alehouse, 
scattering  jokes  and  compliments,  to  the  dt^tpair 
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of  our  duller  clowns  and  (he  oduiiratJoa  of  our 
laughing  mnitlens.  They  even  waste  iheir  re- 
]iiirt«^«  on  one  nnolher,  as  the  following  anec- 
dote wil!  show:— 

A  friend  of  mine,  pasMng  a  publio-bouse 
about  a  mile  off,  well  known  as  tlic  Ghurch-lwatr 
of  Aberleigfa,  saw  two  drovers  leaning  agitul 
the  Btile  leading  intn  the  churchyard,  whilit 
their  weary  chnr;^  wa»  reposing  in  the  h^ 
way.  The  sign  of  the  Six  Hells  had  of  oc 
Kuggc«ted  a  practical  commcnlary  on  the 
Beer-hill.  "  Chrirty,"  says  one,  with  the  frothy 
mug  ni  his  lips,  "  here's  luck  to  ua!" — "Ay, 
Pat,"  drily  replied  hu  companion.  *'poi 
luck  r 

Our  business,  however,  is  with  itie  hay- 
makers, a  far  more  diversified  race,  inajtinucb 
as  Iri^h  people  of  nil  classes  and  ages,  if  tbey 
can  but  raise  money  for  their  passage,  are 
occasionally  temptwl  over  to  try  their  fortune 
in  the  Engli&h  harvest. 

The  first  of  these  adriniturers  known  Rt  Bet. 
ford  was  a  certain  Corny  Sullivan,  who  faid 
twenty  years  ago  the  luel:  to  be  cng^»ed  ait  a 
haymaker  at  Denham  Park,  which,  in  spite  of 
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its  spacioiiB  demesne,  itii  lodges,  and  Jto  avenue, 
ii  actually  witliin  the  precincts  of  the  Borough. 
Now  the  owner  of  Dtrnhatn,  being  oik-  of  the 
kindest  persoDs  in  the  world,  wa>  espedaliy 
good  to  the  poor  Irishinan, — allowed  him  a 
barn  full  of  clean  slrnw  for  his  lodging,  and 
potatoes  and  buttermilk  st  dlKretian  for  his 
board, — so  lliat  Cumy  was  enabled  to  carry 
home  nearly  the  whole  of  his  eitrning^  to  "  the 
vfife  and  the  childer;"  and,  having  testified  his 
gratitude  to  his  generous  benefactor  by  bring- 
ing the  ensuing  seast»n  a  pocketful  of  »oed  po- 
tatoes,*— such  potatoes  as  never  before  were 

*  II  19  delightfitl  |i>  see  (he  gn(iitud«  of  these  poor  peo- 
ple. A  Indy  III  lhi>  neighbourhcxKl  nm  very  kind  to  mm 
of  ihcin,  who  was  taken  ill  on  hii  wuy  hoinewunj.  I1ic 
next  year  he  called  on  her  agaiu,  with  )iii  wifi;,  wtio  wu 
•ufimng  under  an  ague,  bnnigiil  probablj'  from  their  owii 
d«(riaM  cibiik  They  had  been  in  grtM  wutt  during  Ihe 
jouniftT,  denilute  gJike  of  food  and  medicine  Uid  needful 
clothiog;  Dererthdew,  hejirDduced  a  little  bottle  of  poteen, 
wtaiek  he  had  brought  all  the  way  frcon  bit  home,  at  an 
ofoin;  ID  the  {)VtM)i>  who  hud  be«n  (ogood  U>  litnt,  and 
which  neither  his  own  wants  nor  hii  wife'*  tickiieixliiul  in- 
duced him  to  touch.  It  wai  evtn  with  »odi*  diflicuhy  that 
thclady,  much  pleased  by  llie  limplieity  of  hiigtatiladc, 
could  induce  liiui  to  soeept  uf  elolhes  aiid  muiiey,^ — "he 
WM  afraiil,"  he  nid,  "  ihal  <bc  ihould  think  it  wna  beg- 
ging he  wai.'' 
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grown  upon  Xoglish  ground, — hn»  ever  soimk 
been  accounted  n  great  public  benefactor ;  the 
I>oiatOf*— "  rule  blacks,"  Corny  calls  tliein  (I 
iiup(>i}f>e  beciiuse  they  are  red)— having  bcw 
very  generally  difTuu-d  by  Iht-tr  liberal  po>> 
ussor. 

Along  with  the  "  rale  blacks"  Corny  brought 
a  bmlher  haymaker,  Tim  Murphy  by  dairc. 
who  shared  hi&  barn,  his  allowance  of  butter- 
milk, and  his  dole  of  potatoes,  and  nuHV  than 
)>»rtook  of  hiH  ))opularity.  Corny  was  an 
oldi&h-looking  hollow-cyc<d  man,  with  a  hearj 
tilingitig  gait,  a  Ksllowish,  yellonish  oomplexion, 
a  red  wig  much  (he  worito  for  wear,  and  a  long 
frieze  coat,  once  grey,  faslcncii  at  the  n«?ck  by 
a  skewer,  with  llie  vacant  sUt-ve*  Iianging  by 
Ills  side  as  if  be  had  loHt  both  hia  anus.  HU 
Engh'sh  (though  he  was  said  "  to  have  bcauti- 
ftd  Iriih")  was  rather  pi-rplcxing  than  amu»- 
ing ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  he  was  so  hannteas 
ami  inoflcnMvc, — so  quite,  as  he  him^lf  would 
have  phrased  it,  —  thai  Mary  Marshall,  the 
slra«'-h(tt>inaker  in  Bn»tol-«troi't,  who,  on  (he 
first  rumour  of  an  Irixh  haymaker,  bad  taken  s 
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valk  to  Denham  fo  tee  bow 

maid  tiled  *  boauwl 

her,    was   baud   to 

wig  and  tbe  big  coat,  ike  mam  «■, 

anothtr  ana,  an 

to  iookaSur. 

1^10  Hnrpti;  ne  aaoder  cMv  MM  «f : 
toa.     Tall,  aMeOe,  active,  aari  iTi  iin_  «idi  a 
bright  blue  etc,  a  for  ]«K  i 
higb  feamres,   a 


hrofi:< 


and  a  heed  at  i 
been  difficolt 
young  and  tnintfj 
I  humour,  his  i 

(which  be  put  fivlh  faia  iliaagA, 
or  play,  (brat  the 
'  ^TftKy*  do«a  two] 
[a  Bavarian  broom-girl,)  aad,  adiuS  lo  tWer 
[acoonipli^iDentB,  hii  decidtd  toni  i 
[and  the  abuodaace  and  fidicaiy  ai  Ui 
Linents,  rendered  him  a  faTourhe  with  liffi 
and  low. 

The  Usae«,  above  all,  were  hb  devoted  ad> 
airen;    and  so  skilfullj  bad  be  caotrived  to 


150 


THE    IRISH    HATMAKBR. 


divide  hi*  attentioos,  that  when,  decHninj^  to 
Ktum  to  Irdand  with  his  oomrade  at  the  end 
of  thr  hay  tcton,  bv  h'ogcred,  first  for  the  bar- 
vmt,  ihm  for  the  after-math,  nod  la«tlr  for  tbe 
paUlo-dig^g,  not  onlj  tite  hniiaemaid  and 
the  kitcbemnaid  at  the  Park,  but  Uairirt 
Bridges  the  gardener's  daughter,  and  Satan 
Stock  of  the  Lodge,  openly  imputed  hi»  drteo- 
tion  ID  Kngtanil  to  the  power  of  her  own  pecu- 
liar chamiK. 

Whether  the  damxel*  were  actually  and 
actively  deceives)  by  the  hoaned  words  of  tlui 
Lotliario  of  the  Knterald  Isle,  or  whether  b« 
merely  alloweil  them  (o  deceive  themaHres,  and 
was  only  passively  guilty,  I  do  nofpreiead  to  do- 
tennine — far  less  do  I  undertake  to  defend  him. 
On  the  contrarj',  I  hold  the  genlleman  to  have 
been  iu  either  case  u  inott  indfreu«iblo  flirtt 
dnce  it  was  morally  imponiUe  but  three  at 
least  of  the  unhappy  <]uartet  must  be  doomed 
to  undergo  the  pangs  of  disappointed  tore.  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  that  Tim  Murphy  wa^  far  from 
seeing  thi<  in  a  proper  point  of  view. 

"  Arrah,  Mrs,  Cotton,  dear  T  (said  be  to  the  ■ 
housekeeper  at  Denham  when  lecturing  him  on 
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tuniti^  ihe  inaJdenH*  beads,  cspedall;  the  two 
uodcT  hcT  iiianagemeiil,)— "  vVmb  no*,  wfaal 
am  I  to  do  ?     Sure  you  would  not  hmtt »  aaa 
atany  four  wivet  at  oocet,  baning  bs  *aa  i 
Turk  or  a  bbckanmre  !     Bat  if  jaa  i 
the  faymaWa  to  'gree,  w  u  to  lov  op 
laila,  or  draw  Lots  a.i  to  whicfa  fball  be  th*  «»■ 
niaa  that  owns  rae,  aod  then  to  die  otf  mm  tHat 
anuUm,  raiiKl  you,  accordtDg  to  U«,  vky  !'■ 
the  boy  for  'en  all — aad  had  lock  to  iWkn^ 
incMt !     Onlj  hi  Otem  bmI  ai^  aettls  ifeBi*. 
ler  in  |)ac«  aul  ^iriton*i» 
aod  figkling,  and  111  cnae  at  a 

Andoffhe^aUud. 
'  leaving  Unt.  Cation  nAtr 
1  it  suited  fa«r  dtgjBtty  to 

About  ihia  Umc, — ffaat  i»  to  «i)r,aaA 
day  aAenMnn  ttHrwda  ifae  md^  «C 
bn-,— M«7 
widoved    aoM  ««b 
sittiiig  o««  thor  icB  w  » 
tbu  a  clowt,  bcUU  ■ 
one  of  the 

Tiny  aft  tW  t^  «a^  At  a>«i6iw  *«• 
targe  be  the 
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consastiog  of  two  or  three  lM>ni>et&  belonging  to 
Man>''s  l)usinf»,  and  two  or  three  csp»,  wilk 
half'ii-duzen  frilU  and  collars,  and  a  few  balls 
uf  cotton  ancl  pieces  of  tape,  as  Kirs.  Drake's 
share  of  the  concern ;  added  to  which,  coospi- 
cuoiisljr  placed  in  the  centre  pane,  was  a  box  of 
tooth-powder,  a  ghastly-looking  row  of  falsr 
human  teeth,  and  an  expUnatory  card,  inform- 
ing the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Belford  and  it> 
vicinity  that  Doctor  Joseph  Vanderhagen,  «f 
Amsterdam,  odontist  to  a  round  dozen  of 
highnesses  and  high  niightine&ses,  was  for  a 
limited  period  sojourning  at  Mrs.  Drake's  in 
Bristol-street,  and  would  undertake  to  extract 
teeth  in  the  most  difficult  cow*  without  pain,  or 
danger,  or  delay, — so  that,  as  the  announceneol 
expreM«ed  it,  "  the  operation  should  be  irt  itself 
a  pleasure, — and  to  furnish  sets  better  than  real, 
warran(e<l  to  perform  all  the  offices  of  arlicuia> 
tion  and  moHticalion  in  an  astonishing  manner, 
for  a  sum  so  small  as  to  surprise  the  moat 
rigid  economiHt." 

Where  Mrs.  Drake  contrived  to  put  her 
lodgers  might  reasonably  be  matter  of  surprise 
to  the  best  contriver ;  and  indeed  on  ill-wishiii 
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neighbour,  a  rival  at  once  in  Icxlging-lelting 
and  millinery,  maliciously  suggested  that  they 
must  needs  sleep  in  her  empty  bandboxes.  But 
the  up-stair  closets,  which  she  wu«  plcued  to 
-call  her  first  floor,  were  of  some  celebrity  in  the 
town — to  ihow  in  search  of  cheap  and  genteel 
Apartments,  on  account  of  the  moderate  rent, 
the  cleanlinciiit,  and  the  civil  treatment;  to  the  in- 
(labitanlH  and  other  obtterveris  on  account  of  tils 
bind  of  peraonH  whom  they  were  accustomed  to 
Ke  there,  and  who  were  ordinarily  itinenuilt 
of  the  moat  *howy  aiul  notorious  description. 
French  stays  and  Frencli  shots  had  alternately 
occui»ed  the  centre  pane :  and  it  had  disphiyed, 
in  qukk  jucceasion,  pattern-pictures  by  artitts 
who  undertook  to  teach  drawing  as  expedi- 
tiously and  witli  as  little   trouble  a»   Doctor 
Vanderhagen  drew  teeth;  and  likenesses  in  pro- 
file, executed  by   painters  to  whom,    witliout 
any  disrespect,  may  be  assigned  the  name  of 
"The  Black  Masters,"  whose  portraits  rivalled 
ID  cheapness  the  false  grinders  of  ibc  oJoHtiU. 

8hehadaccommodau-daglas*.spinnor  and  hit 
furnaces,  a  Aowman  and  his  dancing-dogs,  a 
wandering  kcturcr,  a  she-fortuneteller,  a  he- 
ll 3 
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vcBtriloquUt,  and  a  vaultcr  on  the  tight  ropt. 
Hvr  last  iniDBtvs  hail  been  a  finv  flashy  foreign 
coupiv,  all  dirt  and  tiimel,  rag*  aiuJ  trumpny, 
H'lio  calK-d  thcin.telve*  Mcxudeur  and  M«c1mbw 
de  Ouurbillon,  ttltick  a  guitar  oikI  a  flute  in  the 
window,  and  announced  what  they  were  plcaivd 
to  call  a  "  Musical  Promenade"  in  the  Towa- 
hal).  The  name  was  ingeniously  norcl  and 
mysterious,  and  ma^t  fortune,  as  our  Freodi 
neighlxjun»  Kay :  an<)  \m(.>t  Mrf.  Drake  wolkrd 
herself  olT  her  fv^  in  accompanying  Madame 
round  the  town  to  diKimsv  of  their  tickets,  on! 
secure  the  mMii-y-  When  the  night  of  the  per- 
formance arrived,  the  worthy  pair  were  found 
to  hav«  d<'camped.  Tliey  left  Bristol-str««t 
timler  pretence  of  going  to  meet  an  eminent 
singer,  whom  (hey  expected,  they  said,  by  the 
London  stage ;  and  were  afterwards  discovered 
to  have  mounted  the  roof  of  a  Hath  coach 
bound  to  London,  having  contrived,  under 
different  pretences,  to  remove  their  muniod  in- 
struments and  other  goods  and  chattels;  thus 
renewing  the  old  hoax  of  the  bottle-conjuror, 
nt  the  cxpnise  of  the  weary  audience,  who  wnv 
iiniialicntly  (uicing  the  Town4iaU— of  two  fid* 
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(Ue»,  eogaged  for  the  purpose  of  oompleling 

the  occompaniinfiDts — of  the  man  who  hod  eiu 

gagc<]   to  furniih  tights  and  refreshment* — of 

poor  Mr*.  Drake,  who,  in  addition  to  \wt  bill 

for  ludgJQgs,  hod  disbursed  msnjr  small  Huma, 

in  the  v&y  of  provitJoiu  and  other  purchases) 

which  she  could  ill  afford  to  lose— and  of  her 

good-humoured  niece,  Mary  Mapihall,  whom 

Madame  had  not  on))'  eheated  out  of  an  «x- 

(wiuive  bonnet  by  buying  that  for  which  she 

acTcr  meant  to  pay,  but  had  uJko  defrauded 

of  her  best  shawl  in  the  way  of  borrowing. 

"  It  was  enough,"  as  Mn.  Drake  obgerved, 
"  to  warn  her  against  harbouring  foreigners  in 
ber  house,  as  ton)>  a»  ^-  lived.  No  paiotod 
Uadamce  or  Mounieer*,  with  bobs  in  their  ear*, 
should  cheat  her  again." 

How  it  happened  that,  in  the  teeth  of  this 
wi»e  resolution,  the  next  tenant  of  the  good 
widow's  first  floor  should  be  Doctor  Joseph 
\'anil<.Thiige[),  was  besl  known  to  berseif  For 
pertain,  tiic  doctor  had  no  bobs  in  hi»  ears,  and 
no  painted  Madame  inhiscompany;  and,  for  as 
much  a  Dutchman  as  he  ealled  himself,  had  far 
more  the  air  of  a  Jew  from  Whitechapel  than 
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of  a  citizen  of  AniKteTdam.  He  was  a  daA 
sallow  man,  chiefly  remarkable  for  a  pair  of 
green  spectacles,  and  a  dark  blue  clo«k  of  sangu. 
lar  amplitude,  botli  of  which  he  wore  rather  »t 
articles  of  decoration  than  of  convenience.  And 
oerlaioly  the  cloak,  arranged  in  most  melodn- 
matic  drapery,  and  the  KpecUclea,  ndjusteil  with 
a  peculiarly  knowing  air,  had  no  kinall  elTect  in 
arresting  the  attention  of  our  BelfofdianK,  and 
Ktill  more  in  attracting  the  farmers,  and  Ibcir 
wives  and  daughters,  on  a  Saturday  morning, 
when  the  doctor  was  sure  to  plant  himMrlf  on 
one  side  of  the  market-place,  and  seldom  failed 
10  excite  the  curiosity  of  tlie  paSMrs-by.  Doe- 
tor  Jo«epli  \'anderhagen,  in  hbt  cloak  and  bis 
spectiicleft,  wa<>  worth  a  score  of  advertiwmenis 
and  a  whole  legion  of  bill-stickers.  It  was 
enough  to  bring  on  a  6t  of  tbc  toothache  lo 
look  Bt  him. 

In  other  rc»pccts,  the  man  was  perfectly  weB 
conducted  ;  cheated  nobody  except  in  the  way 
of  his  profcMion  ;  was  civil  to  bis  hostess,  and 
ver^-  well  disposed  lo  foil  hi  love  with  her  niece: 
making,  according  to  Hn.  Drake's  account  (who 
amused  herself  sometimes  with  reckoning  up 
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lujviAers  by  professioQ,  call  talking  to  young 
people  for  their  good)  —  sht-  hnviiig  turned 
down  her  empty  tea-cup,  aod  ^ven  it  three 
twirU  aoxirdiog  to  rule,  was  now  oocuptvd  in 
examining  the  pouliuii  which  the  divg*  of  tea 
rcDiaininj;  in  it  had  assumed,  and  trying  to  tell 
her  own  fortune,  or  rather  to  accommodate  what 
she  saw  to  what  she  wished,  by  tbo«e  very  fal- 
lacious but  very  conformable  indicatioos. 

"  Now,  Mary,  can  there  be  anything  io 
provoking  tn  your  wanting  to  go  to  Dcnham 
Farm  to<nighl,  in  such  a  fog,  and  ulmoet  dark, 
just  to  carry  Charlotte  Higgs's  stiBw  bontieti' 
It  will  he  four  o'clock  iK-forc  you  arc  ready  to 
sei  oiT,  and  tbievcB  about,  and  you  coughing 
all  night  and  all  day  !  Anybody  would  think 
you  were  crazy.  \\'hat  would  your  grand  r<.-la- 
tion  and  godmother  Madam  Cotton  say,  1  won- 
der, if  she  knew  of  your  tramping  about  afic-r 
dark  ? — she  that  warned  mo  not  to  let  you  go 
into  Jthe  way  of  any  of  llwM  Denluun  cbap^ 
fCfpeeially  those  Liinc«,  who  are  no  better  than 
ao  many  poachers  and  vagTaiil».  1  slmuld  oot 
wonder  if  that  tali  fellow  Charles  I^um;  came  to 
he  hanged.     What  would  Mrs.  Cotton  say  to 
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your  going  right  amongHt  them,  Icnomiig  as  you 
do  that  Charles  Lane  and  Tom  Hill  fought  about 
you  last  Michaelmas  that  i^ver  was?  What 
would  Mrs.  Cotton  say,  she  that  mvans  to 
give  you  a  power  of  money,  if  you  are  hut 
discrcrt  sitd  prudent  «»  a  young  woman  oaght 
to  bcP  You  know  yourself  that  Madam  Cot- 
ton hates  Charles  Lane,  and  would  be  aa  mad  as 
a  March  hare." 

■*  Look,  aunt,"  said  Mary,  still  poring  arer 
hvr  tea-cup  and  showing  tlict  hieroglyphics  round 
lh«  Ijottom  lo  her  aunt, — *'  Look !  if  tljcre  is  not 
the  road  I  'm  going  to-night  as  plainly  marked 
as  in  a  picture.  Look  there  I  the  tall  chimneys 
at  Briittol  Place;  and  the  flat,  low  houses  on  the 
terrace;  and  the  two lanip-post»  at  tlie  turnpike, 
and  the  avenue,  and  llu;  lodges,  and  then  the 
turn  round  the  Park  to  the  Fann,— look  !  and 
then  a  (all  Ntrangcr." 

"  That  '■  Charles  Laoe !"  interrupted  Mrs. 
Drake;  — "  he's  as  ull  as  the  Moniment.atid, 
as  Madam  Cotton  says,  no  belter  than  a  thief. 
He'll  certainly  come  to  be  hanged — <rverybody 
says  he  has  not  done  a  Mroke  oS  work  this 
twelreraonth,  and  lives  altogether  by  poaching 
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or  thieving.  And  Tom  HiU  i»  poted  for  hav- 
ing beaten  his  own  poor  old  niot)>er,  so  that 
he'8  no  better.  And  ihc  town  chapa  are  pretty 
near  as  bad,'"  continued  Mrs.  Drake,  going  on 
with  the  beadioll  of  Mary's  lovers ;  "  for  Will 
Meadows,  the  tinman,  he  tipples;  anil  Sam 
Fielding,  the  tailor,  he  plays  all  day  and  alt 
night  at  four-comers ;  and  Bob  HenshatI,  the 
shoemaker  lad,  he But  arc  ynu  really  go- 
ing?" pursutxl  Mrs.  Drake,  percriving  that 
Mary  had  laid  down  her  tea-cup  and  was 
lying  on  her  bonnet.  "  Are  you  really  going 
out  all  by  yourself  thi.i  foggy  evening  ?" 

"  Yea,  Hear  aunt !  I  promised  Charlotte 
H^ggB  her  bonnet  —  she  must  have  it  to  go  to 
church  to-morrow  ;  and  I  shall  just  fall  in  with 
the  children  going  back  from  tcliool,  iind  I II 
have  nothing  lu  say  to  Charles  I>ane  or  Tom 
Hill,  and  I  'II  be  back  in  no  time,"  cried  Mary, 
ctttehing  up  her  bandbox  and  preparing  to  set 
(dT just  as  Dr.  Vanderhagen  entered  the  shop. 

"  If  you  will  go,  ukc  my  •hawl,'*  "id  Mra. 
Drake.  "  Tis  not  so  good  a«  that  which  Mrs. 
Cotton  gave  you  and  the  French  Madam  cheat- 
ed you  out  of,  but  'twill  keep  out  (be  damp; — 


THE    IRtSB    UAVHAKeR. 

don't  be  o1)«tiiiate,  (litre's  a  iWr,  but  put  it  on 
at  once." 

"  ileese  had  beclere  take  my  cloak,"  inter- 
rupted the  doctor,  gallantly  flinging  its  am- 
ple folds  over  her  Kliglil  iigrnv,  and  accain> 
paiiyiiij;  the  civility  by  a  pressing  ofl'er  of  hia 
own  e«icort;  which  Mitry  clrelin«d,  accepting  by 
way  of  coniprumiHe  the  loan  of  the  mysteriou* 
mantle,  and  sallying  forth  into  Brivtol-ttr^et 
just  sn  the  lamps  were  lighting. 

"  It's  lucky  it'x  to  dark  "  thought  Mary 
to  herself,  as  she  tripped  lightly  along,  care- 
fully avoiding  ihe  tchool-chitdren,— <*  ii  's  well 
it 's  BO  dark,  for  everybody  known  the  doctor's 
cloak,  and  one  should  nut  like  to  be  seen  in  it ; 
though  it  was  very  kind  in  him  to  lend  it  to 
me,  that  I  must  say ;  and  it's  ungrateful  iu  me 
to  dislike  him  so  much,  only  that  pi-ople  can't 
help  Uidr  likings  or  dislikings.  Now  my  aunt, 
she  likes  the  doetor;  but  I  don't  quite  think  she 
wants  me  lo  marry  him  either,  because  of  his  be- 
ing a  foreigner.  She  can't  abide  foreigners  since 
the  Mounscer  with  the  ear-bobs.  But  to  think 
of  her  fancying  that  I  cared  for  Charles  Lane  !" 
thought  Mary,  smiling  to  lwr*elf  very  saucily. 
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M  sh«  walked  rapidly  up  tliv  avciiuc.  *'  Charies 
Lane  indMtl !  1  wonder  what  tHw  anil  Mr^ 
Cotton  would  wiy  if  iliey  knew  tlie  inith !" 
tlioufi;lit  Alary,  sighing  and  pursuiag  her  re- 
verie. *'  Tim  KayK  Ke  >  a  favourite  with  the  old 
lady ;  but  then  lie's  to  poor,  and  a  sort  of  a  fo- 
reigner into  the  liai^in,  and  there's  no  telling 
what  they  might  say ;  so  it's  as  well  they  should 
have  Charles  Lane  in  their  heads.  But  where 
can  Tim  be  this  dark,  uaked  night  ?"  thought 
poor  Mary,  as,  leaving  the  lodges  to  the  right, 
she  turned  down  a  lonely  road  that  led  to  the 
Farm,  about  a.  quarter  of  a  mile  distant.  **  He 
promised  to  meet  me  a(  the  park<gnte  at  half- 
pa-tt  four;  and  here  it  muHt  be  nearer  to  five,  and 
no  signs  of  the  gentleman.  Some  |M'opIe  would 
be  frightened,"  said  the  poor  trembling  lass  to 
herself,  trying  to  feel  valiant, — "  aonie  people 
wunhi  bu  frightened  out  of  their  witx,  walking 
all  by  themselves  after  sunset,  in  nich  a  fog 
that  one  can't  see  an  inch  before  one,  and  in 
such  a  lonesome  way,  and  thieves  about.^ 

And  ju«t  at  Uiis  point  of  her  solilocjuv  a 
noise  was  h«ard  in  iho  hedge,  and  a  ruflian  seiz- 
ing hold  of  Iter,  dcmat:ded  her  money  or  her  life. 
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LuckQy  the  villain  had  only  graspetl  the 
thick  cloak :  and  undoing  the  fa»ti;iiings  with 
instinctive  rapidity,  Mary  left  thomnnlie  in  his 
hands  and  ran  swiftly  to  ward  a  the  Farm,  hardly 
tiAt,  from  the  beating  of  her  heart,  to  ascertain 
whether  she  was  pursued,  thouffh  sht-  plainly 
hoard  the  villnin  swL-ariii^  nt  hi-r  escape.  In 
leas  than  two  minutes, »  plciisantcr  sonnd  frrect* 
ed  her  ears,  in  the  idiapc  of  a  wttlUknown  whistle; 
and  witli  the  ejarululioii  "  l>h,  Tim  !  why  did 
not  you  meet  me  at  you  promised  'f'"  tihe  almost 
fell  into  his  extended  arms. 

**  Is  it  why  I  did  not  meet  you,  Mary  dear?" 
rcxponded  Tim  tenderly :  "  sorrow  a  bit  ooiild  I 
come  before  now  anyhow  !  There  has  been  a 
spalpeen  of  a  thief,  who  has  kilt  John  the  fut> 
man,  and  munlercd  Mrs.  Cotton,  who  were 
walking  this  way  from  Belford  to  the  Park  by 
cause  of  its  sbortnoss  :  and  he  knocked  John  on 
the  head  with  n  bludgeon,  and  stole  a  parcel  of 
law  dotfes  bt-lonf^ng  to  the  master;  and  the 
master  ta  madder  nor  a  mad  bull,  because  he 
say*  tliat  all  his  estates  and  titles  hiy>  Id  the 
parcel — which  seems  to  be  sure  a  mighty  small 
c«>Ripass  for  them  to  be  in.    And  thv  cowardly 
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sjulpccn,  nflcr  Hinging  John  under  the  ditch, 
murderetl  Mrs.  Cotton,  and  lore  off  her  muff 
tippet,  and  turn«d  her  pockets  inside  out — th«a 
grcJit  poonicrsof  pockrts  of  hers, — aiid  stolv  all 
her  tlirfad-ciuws,  and  piianiiihioiut,  and  thint- 
bl«s,  mid  Kdssors,  tatd  a  nr«fllv-l)ook  worked  by 
Mxnc  forrin  queen,  aud  a  bundle  of  love-letters 
two-Hnd-forty  years  ould ; — think  of  that,  Mary 
dear!  Poor  ould  lady  !  she  was  young  in  tbcin 
days.  Soshc'sos  mad  as  the  master.  And  tbcy'w 
s«Dt  alt  the  world  over  to  offer  a  reward  for  (he 
thief,  and  rai^c  the  country ;  aivd  I  'm  away  to  the 
town  to  fetch  the  mayor  and  corporation,  and 
llie  poliss  and  the  constable,  and  all  tbetn  peo- 
piv ;  for  it's  banged  ttie  rogue  must  bo  ss  aure 
a&  he 's  alive, — though  I  suppose  be 's  far  enough 
ofF  by  this  time." 

"  He  was  here  not  five  minutes  ago,"  rcpbed 
Hary,  "  and  robbed  me  of  (he  Doctor's  cloak — 
Doctor  Vanderhagen  ;  ^  so  pniy  let  us  go  on 
to  the  Farm,  dear  Tim,  for  fear  of  his  knocking 
you  down  too,  and  murdering  you,bke  poor  John 
and  Mrs. Cotton  ;  tbougfi,  if  she  "*  dvud,  I  don'l 
underhand  how  she  can  be  so  mad  for  the  loss 
of  the  lov<Jettcr» !" 
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"  Bead  '.  no~only  kilt !  Sure  the  woman  may 
bcmiirdereti  without  bciogdead '.  And  as  for  the 
knocking  me  down,  I  'H  fjivo  (he  thii-f  free  Inve 
to  do  that  same — knock  me  down,  and  pickle  me^ 
And  ate  me  into  the  bargain,  if  he  can.  I'maCoD- 
naught  boy,  aa  he  'U  find  lo  his  cost,  and  not  a 
sltpof  afutman  like  John,  or  an  mild  fayn^alc  liko 
Mrs.  Cotton,  oil  thu  while  mailing  no  diu««pcct 
to  dther;  and  my  twig  of  a  tree^  (dDtirinhing 
a  huge  cudgel)  "  is  aa  good  aa  his  bit  of  oak, 
any  day.  So  come  along,  Man-  dear.  I  under- 
tuk  for  the  mayor  and  the  poliss  and  the  con- 
titable;  and  wrrow  a  reward  do  I  want,  for  the 
villain  de»arves  hanging  worse  nor  ever  fur 
frighltfiiiiig  you  and  »taling  the  Doctor'a  big 
cloak." 

So,  in  spite  of  Mary's  reluctance,  they  put^. 
sued  the  way  to  Belford.  Tim  loitcm]  a  little 
as  ihcy  got  near  lo  where  Mary  thought  rht' 
iiad  been  robbed,— for  »ln;  had  been  too  much 
frighi«ned  and  the  evening  was  too  dark  to 
•llow  of  her  being  very  pa«ilive  in  the  matter 
vf  locality ;  and  although  the  fog  and  lh«  iiu 
creaaing  darkneta  made  his  seeing  lb«  lhi«f 
nimoet  imposuble,  Tim  could  not  help  loitering 
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auci  Uitiniping  the  hedge  (or,  as  he  called  it,  the 
elite)))  with  his  great  stick,  pretty  much  after 
the  fashion  of  sportsmen  beating  for  a  hare. 
He  hiid.  however,  nearly  given  up  the  purHiil, 
wtw-n  Mary  stumbled  over  nomething  that 
turned  out  to  be  her  own  bandl>ux,  contoitw 
ing  Charlotte  Hiss's  bonnet,  which  she  had 
nei-er  iDissed  before,  and  at  the  same  moment 
close  beside  her,  just  n-ithin  lh<>  bushes  which 
her  lover  httd  been  bating,  cnme  the  weloonc 
sound  of  a  violnil  St  of  xnwzing. 

"  Luck  be  wilh  you,  iMirring  it'*  the  snuff!' 
ejaculated  our  friend  'I'^m,  followmg  the  sound, 
and  dragging  out  the  unhappy  sneezer  by  Dr. 
^'anderhagen's  cloak,  which  he  had  probably 
been  imiueed  to  oMume  for  the  convenience  of 
carriage :  "  luck  be  «riih  you  !"  exelajraed  Tim, 
folding  the  strong  broadcloth  round  and  round 
his  priwner,  wltoni  he  roJIcd  up  like  a  bale  of 
goods,  whilst  he  hallooed  to  one  parly  advancing 
with  lantern*  from  ilic  fann,  and  another  run- 
ning with  a  candle  from  ihe  lodge,— dim  ligbts 
which,  when  seen  from  a  distaiKC  moving 
through  the  fog,  no  (race  of  ihe  bearers  being 
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rinble,  tuul  »nmMfaiBg  of  the  appooM*  cf  « 
set  of  JAck-olaattra*. 

As  thry  adTaoevd,  however,  «adi  bmdf  &»• 
minaitDg  iu  own  aaiaQ  drdr,  asd  p«tU^ 
dinpelling  ibe  obacnrilv,  il  vat  tooa  dimh- 
vered,  aided  by  the  trunpfeig  of  nay  ImI. 
steps  and  tbe  ODnfitied  aooad  «f  irmal  ti 
that  a  coasiderabia  nuwhtr  of  pRvi 
vsiicinj|>  to  thr  aiMiitaixn  of  nur  Iriab  fricad. 

LitiJc  did  be  Mck  of  ibm  ad.  The  Ccs. 
naught  boy  and  hu  »*"**l"fc  vgold  baac  Wm 
equal  to  thv  maoagnBCDt  of  hJf  a  ihiiw  faal' 
padti  in  his  dngla  panes. 

"  Haad  ma  tbal  darit4aMa«,  JalH  Higf^ 
till  we  Uke  a  Look  at  tbii  jowifaaaa'a 
(WUDteoaace,**  quoth  Tin.  ^  Ar  gtwa  •■ 
I  light,"  cootinurd  Tim.  apmUupMriag  iha  l«a. 
tern,  "  a*  the  moon  when  tt*»  act, — a*d  tbat  *a 
none  at  all !  Lie  ^uitt,"  wlded  be,  m-JAmdng 
bis  prisoner,  "  lie  jtute,  can't  ye  ?  aad  take  Iba 
world  asy  till  we  urdi  ye  daceatly.  Arrab  t 
there's  the  coach  parcel,  with  thnn  dadn  and 
tjllen  of  IIk  master's.  And  Ibere '»  iladam  ' 
ton's  big  pincushion  and  all  ber  trimtrams  hi 
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in  ilie  ditch— ay,  this  is  ihctn  !  Uould  the  !■»• 
tern  a  bit  lu*er  ; — hire's  the  Itussey,  anil  Ihvre'it 
the  lovo-lettera,  wet  through,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  pool- — all  in  a  sop,  poor  ould  lady)  I'mu 
sorry  as  ever  irad  for  the  sopping  of  ihem  lovfr 
letters,  becase,  I  dare  say,  being  used  tu  *eni  so 
long,  she'd  fancy  'cm  better  nor  new  ooc*. 
Arrah  !  an't  you  itshjinivil  of  yourself  to  look  at 
(hat  housewife,  uorkcd  by  m  forriu  queen,  aU 
over  mud  as  It  in  ?  Can't  you  answer  a  arU 
qiicKtiun,  you  «)miI|kv»  ?  Ought  not  you  to  be 
»9>hame<l  of  yuurst-lf,  (ir»t  for  thieving,  then  for 
sopping  them  poor  dear  love-letters,  and  then 
for  being  such  a  fool  as  to  stay  here  t»  br 
eiitiglit  like  a  fux  in  »  trap  ?  I  !^uppose  you 
thought  the  fog  vras  not  dark  enough,  and  so 
wailed  for  the  Mars  to  shine,— eh,  Kir.  Laoc  ?" 

"  Mr.  Lane!  Charles  Lane!"  eKcIuimcd 
Mary,  stooping  to  examine  llic  prostrate  thief. 
"  Yes,  it  really  is  Charles  Lane.'  How  strange  !" 
added  »hc,  thinking  of  her  nunl's  pre<)iction, 
aitd  of  the  Inll  stranger  in  the  tm-cup  tu  which 
she  had  given  h>  different  an  interpretation^ 
*'  how  very  strange  I" 

"  Nay,"  rejoined   Mr.  Denhani,  advandng 
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into  tTtc  circle,  "  I  have  long  fenri'd  thst  poBch- 
ing,  nnd  drunkenness,  and  idleness,  would  Itring 
liim  to  tttrne  deplorable  catastrophe.  But,  Tim, 
you  are  fairly  entitled  lo  the  rcwnrd  that  I  was 
alMut  to  offer  j  so  come  with  me  to  tl>e  Park 
and 

"  Not  I,  your  honour '.  Tt'«  little  Mary 
iicrc  that  was  the  cause  of  catching  the  thief, — 
little  Mary  and  the  doctor's  cloak  ;  and  it's 
them, — that  ts  to  say,  Mary  and  the  cloak, — 
thatV  entitled  to  the  reward." 
•.  *'  But,  my  good  fellow,  I  must  do  Komcthlof^ 
to  recompcnM  the  service  you  have  rendered 
m«  by  your  »pirit  and  bravery.  Follow  inc  lo 
th«  liouae,  and  then  —   ■" 

"  Sure  1  'd  follow  your  honour  to  the  end  of 
the  world,  let  alone  the  h»u»e !  But,"  con- 
tinued Tim,  approaching  Mr.  Denham  and 
speaking  in  a  confidential  whisper  ;  "  sorrow  a 
bit  of  a  reward  do  I  want,  except  it's  little  Mary 
Itertelf ;  and  if  your  honour  would  he  so  good 
u  to  ^Ite  a  word  for  us  to  Mra.  Cotton  and 
Mrs.  Drake,"  added  Tim,  twirling  his  hat.  and 
putting  on  hi*  inotit  insinuating  manner—"  if 
your  liODOur  would  but  spake  a  good  word— be- 
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tarn  Ur«.  Drake  calls  me  a  forriner,  apd  Mn. 
Cotton  Myi  1  'm  «  driver,  — one  word  from 
your  honour "  pursued  Tim  coaxia^r. 

"  And  what  does  Mary  say  ?^  inquired  Mr. 
Deiiham. 

"  !»  it  what  little  Mary  says,  your  honour  P 

Arrah,  now  ank  her!    But  it*8  over-shy  she  is  T 

exdatmed  Thn,  throwing  his  arm  round  MoryN 

slender  waittt  as  she  turned  away  in  hlushtng 

confusion  ;  "  she  '11  not  tell  her  mind  afore  com- 

jiany.     But  thv  best  pcrwn  to  wlc  is  mild  Mrs. 

Cotton,  who  told  me  this  very  morning  that  I 

wa«  a  dc^niver,  and  that  there  was  not  a  faymalr 

in  the  parish  who  would  say  Xo  to  a  wild  Irish* 

man.     Best  ask  her.     Shell   l>e    out   of  her 

Hurry  and  her  tantrums  t>y  this   time ;  for  I 

Irft  her  making  tay  out  of  coffee,  and  driok- 

ii»g  a  drop  of  dark-oolourcd  whisky- — cherry. 

houn<:e  the  futman  called  it  —  to  comfort  her 

after  the  fright   she   got,  poor    cratur  t     Jis! 

ask   Irt.      It'«  remarkable,'^  continued   Tim, 

tm   obeying  his   master's  kit>d  oommaDds    he 

and  the  fair  damsel  followed  Mr.  Denham  to 

the  hotiM!,  under  a  comfortable  jientuasion  that 

the  kind  word  would  be  spoken  ;  "  it's  remark- 
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•ble,  onyhow,"  Raid  Tim,  "  ihat  th«n»  (tades 
and  titlm,  luid  the  pincushion,  which  would 
not  have  minded  a  welting  a  halfpenny, 
fthould  be  liigh  and  dry  in  the  ditch ;  and  lhat 
the  forrin  queen's  needle-book,  and  them  ould 
indent  tove-lettera  should  have  the  luck  of  a 
scoping.  Well,  it  was  no  fault  of  ours,  Mary 
^r,  u  his  honour  can  testify.  The  spalpeen 
of  a  thief  desarrea  to  be  sent  over  the  water,  if 
it  was  only  in  respect  to  them  love.letlers." 

And  so  saying,  the  Irishman  and  his  Mr 
companion  reached  the  mansion.  And  how  JAt. 
IH-nham  pleaded,  und  whether  Mrs.  Cotton  and 
Mra.  brake,  "  the  ould  taymale*,^  a*  Tim 
irreverently  called  tlicm,  proved  tender-hvarted 
or  obdurate,  I  leave  the  courteous  reuler  to 
Kettle  to  bis  own  sali&factioo ;  for  my  own  part, 
if  1  were  called  on  to  form  a  coDJ<-cture,  It 
would  Ik-,  that  the  IriKhniun  proved  Lrre»i*liblc, 
and  the  lorera  were  mode  happy. 
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Os'K  of  the  persons  heU  kaowti  in  Belfcml 
was  an  elderly  gcndeman  Kldom  exiled  by  any 
other  appellation  than  (hat  of  Mark  Bridgtnan 
^-or,  aa  the  irreverent  youth  of  the  place  werv 
eomctimcs  wont  to  style  him,  Old  Mark. 

Why  he  should  be  spoken  of  lo  a  inanner  to 
much  more  familiar  than  respectful,  were  diffi. 
eult  to  say ;  for  certainly  there  was  nothing  in 
liifi  somewhat  shy  and  retiring  mnntwr  to  pro* 
vrikc  familiarity,  whilst  there  vraa  everything 
in  his  mild  and  x'cnerable  aspect  to  secure  re- 
BpeeL 

True  it  was,  that  the  grave  and  old>faahioned 
garment)!  in  which  his  slight  and  snmewlint  bent 
figure  was  conKtantly  arrayed,  betrayed  a  small- 
neas  of  worldly  means  which  his  bumble  dwell- 
ing and  still  more  humble  establishment — for 
liis  wliole  household  consistitl  of  one  ancient 


HARE  BRIDGMAN. 


Its 


serving  maiden,  still  more  iliglit  and  bont  than 
her  master — did  not  fail  to  corrolwrntc;  and 
|>erh«ps  that  impression  of  poverty,  nidcd  by 
the  knowledge  of  his  want  of  patrimonial  dis- 
tinction, (for  he  was  (he  son  of  ■  tradcGman 
in  the  town,)  and  still  more,  his  hKving  been 
known  to  the  older  inhabitants  from  boyhood, 
and  resided  antongst  thnn  for  mniiy  years, 
might  serve  to  counteract  the  effect  of  the  dilli- 
dent  and  somewhat  punctilious  manner  which 
in  general  emtnres  a  return  of  ihc  respect  which 
it  evinces,  as  well  as  of  a  head  and  cuuntcnnncr 
which  a  pniniiT  would  have  delighted  to  deli- 
neate—so strikingly  fint-  was  the  high,  bald. 
)x>li^hed  forehead,  so  delicately  ciirTed  the 
features,  and  so  gentle  and  amiable  the  ex- 
pre«Nii>n. 

Mark  Bridgman  had  been  the  youngest  of  two 
sons  of  a  Belford  tradesman,  who  being  of  the 
right  side  in  politics,  (which  in  those  days 
meant  tlie  Tory  side,)  contrived  to  gel  this  his 
youngest  son  a  clerk^ip  in  a  public  office; 
whilst  his  elder  hope,  active,  bustling,  nmbt- 
liou»,  and  shrewd,  pustK-d  his  fortune  in  his 
father's  line  of  bu&iness  in  London,  and  accu- 
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inulatvfl  during  a  companitircly  sbort  lifi 
inuch  monev,  thut  his  only  »urviving  ttM 
enabled  at  bi«  death  to  embark  in  bolder  t^ 
lalions,  and  was  at  llic  time  of  which  I 
flourishing  mcrclmot  in  the  city, 

Mark  «««,  on  hi»  nde.  ao  entirely  fr 
Ibe  rfnoDA  of  avarice,  that,  as  soon  as 
remained  long  enough  in  his  office  to 
htm  to  such  a  pciuioii  at  should  enable  him 
and  hi*  solitary  »ervant-maid  to  exist  in  t« 
able  cotnrort,  he  forsook  the  trade  of  qi 
driving,  and  returned  to  his  native  town  to  | 
the  remainder  of  hit  day*  in  one  of  the 
dwellings  in  Mill  L^ne.  It  was  true 
hail  received  stome  tbouunds  with  a  wi 
had  died  within  a  few  months  of  their  marrii 
and  that  he  had  also  received  a  legacy-  of  til 
the  f4un<.'  amount  from  hin  father  ;— but  I 
sums  were  not  to  be  taken  into  the  accoo^ 
his  ways  and  means,  ina»inucb  a*  they  had  b 
spent  after  a  fashion  which,  if  the  disembod 
spirit  retain  its  ancient  prejudioeStiniglitaliii 
have  drawn  that  ihrinng  ironmonger  back  1 
this  wicked  world  to  express,  in  ghostly  foi 
the  extent  of  his  indignation. 
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Be  it  wise  or  not,  the  manner  in  which  these 
moneys  had  l«cii  npent  had  rendered  Mark 
Bridgman's  back  parlour  in  Mill  Lruv  one  cf 
the  lions  of  BelTord. 

In  that  small  room,— email  with  reference  to 
)U])(irpo!>ie,but  ver^'  large  as  com  pared  with  the 
rest  of  the  dwelling,  and  lifrhted  from  the  top,  a*: 
all  buildings  for  piclurea  ought  to  be, — in  that 
little  ba4:k  parlour  were  assembled  some  half- 
doaen  chefs-d'ceuvrc,  that  tlie  grefitest  coUvclion 
of  the  world  might  have  been  pniud  to  havi: 
included  aniong»t  the  choicest  of  its  ireaftures : 
a  landscape  by  Both,  all  sunshine ;  one  by 
Rujadaet,  all  dew ;  a  laDd'^torm  bjr  Wouvw- 
nuuis,  ID  lookiug  at  which  one  »eea)e<l  to  feel 
the  wind,  and  folded  one's  raiment  about  one 
involuntarily  ;  a  portrnil  of  Mieri«  by  himself, 
in  which,  inspired  perha[>sby  vanity,  he  united 
his  own  tinish  to  the  graces  of  Vandyke;  a 
Venui  by  Titian — need  one  say  mOTe  ?  —  and 
l«o  large  picture*  ou  the  two  Kido  of  the  room, 
of  which,  ail  unskilled  in  art  as  I  confessedly  am, 
I  must  needs  attempt  a  description,  tlie  more 
inadequate  perhnps  because  the  more  detailed. 

One  was  a  laodscupe  with  ligurea>  by  Salva- 
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tor  Roaa,  called,  I  bcl>cv«,  aftrr  some  scriptural 
story,  but  ruaily  consisting  of  ■  group  of  N«*- 
politan  pouant^  aome  oo  horsebacli,  aomt  oa 
fool,  defiling  throuj^  apoMin  the  mount  oin^— 
emerging,  a«  it  were,  from  diirkiiesi  into  ligln- 
The  effect  of  this  magnificent  picture  csuuiot  \te 
conveyed  by  words.  The  spfctjitor  sieeined  to 
be  in  darknea*  too,  looking  from  the  i)u>-ky 
gloom  of  tbe  cavernous  rodcs  and  overhanginff 
trees  into  the  light  and  air,  tbe  figures  ihrotra 
out  ill  strong  relief ;  and  all  tbia  magical  HTrct 
produced,  aa  it  »eemed,  almost  without  colour— 
a  little  blue,  perhaps,  on  the  edge  of  the  palett* 
— by  the  mere  force  of  diiaroscuro.  One  ncrer 
sees  Salvattjf  Ko«t's  compodtioos  wiihuut  won- 
der; but  thii  landx-ape,  in  ita  rimple  grandctu, 
its  power  offixingilscif  on  the  eye,  the  memory, 
the  imaginaliui),  seems  to  me  to  traosoentl  them 
aU. 

The  oilier  iras  an  historical  picture  by  Ouer* 
dno— Onvid  with  tite  head  of  Ooltalb, — a 
picture  which,  in  spite  of  the  horror  of  the 
subject,  is  tbe  very  triumph  of  beauty.  Tbe 
ghastly  face,  which  is  so  disposed  that  tbe  eye 
can  get  away  from  it,  serves  to  contrast  aud  re- 
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lieve  th«  KplimdKl  and  luxuriant  youth  and 
grace  uf  the  uthcr  ligtirit.  David,  the  Iri- 
utophant  warrior,  llie  insjured  poet,  glowing 
with  joy  and  jouthfid  modesty,  w  fitly  accom- 
panied by  two  fctnalir  ligiircs ;  the  one  a  mag- 
nificent brunette,  healing  »«m«  oriental  in- 
mument  nut  unlike  a  drum,  with  her  dnrk 
liair  flowing  down  on  each  side  of  her  bright 
and  beuniitig  eountenaiice;  the  other,  a  fair 
young  girl,  lightly  and  exquisitely  formed, 
beiMJing  Iter  lovely  facie  over  it  music-book,  with 
juiit  such  aaweet  uncunnuousness,  such  a  mix- 
ture of  elegance  and  innocence,  as  one  should 
wish  to  Ecv  in  a  daughter  of  one'ii  own.  A 
great  poet  once  >aid  of  that  picture,  that  "it 
was  the  Faun  with  colour ;"  and  most  surely 
it  ii  not  possible  even  for  Grecian  art  to  carry 
fartlier  the  mixture  of  natural  and  ideal  grace- 

fulltCM.* 

Tbeee  pictures,  for  which  he  bad  over  and 
over  again  refuted  a  sum  of  money  almost  loo 
large  to  mention,  fomK-d,  together  with  two  or 
Ibre*-  chairs  so  placed  as  bwt  to  dispbiy  to  the 
sitter  the  Salvator  and  the  Guercino,  the  «ole 
'  Vlile  nai«  at  Ihe  ond  of  (be  ai1icl«' 
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furniture  of  Mark  Brid^mftn's  back  parlour. 
He  bad  purchjucd  thcin  bJPiwlf,  during  two  or 
three  ihort  lri|Mi  to  t)ie  Continent,  at  Rome,  al 
N«iilc«,  nt  Vicuna,  at  Antwerp,  and  liaving  tx- 
pend<-d  his  laat  shilling  in  tbc  formation  of  fail 
xmall  but  cbuice  selection,  ut  hini&elf  quietly 
down  in  Mill  I^ane,  without  any  thought  of  in- 
crease DC  exchange,  enjoying  their  beauties  irilh 
a  quiet  delight  which  (although  be  ita»  kindbr 
anxiously  to  giw  to  those  who  loved  paiiitii^ 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  his)  hardly  seemed  to  n^ 
quire  the  praise  and  admiration  of  olberB  to 
stimulate  his  own  pleasure  in  their  po»e«iiion. 
It  wait  a  very  Engtish  feeling.  Some  of  the 
Dutch  burgomasters  hod,  in  days  of  yore, 
ctfually  voliutblc  pictures  in  equally  small 
rooms :  but  there  waa  more  of  vanity  in  tbr 
good  Hollanders ;  vanity  of  country,  for  ibeir 
painlingii  were  Dutch, — and  vanity  of  display, 
for  their  collections  were  known  and  visited  by 
all  travellers,  and  made  a  part,  and  a  most 
oitcnftible  part,  of  their  riches. 

Our  good  Kngli«hnian  had  no  such  ambition. 
H«  loved  his  pictures  for  themselves;  and  if  he 
had  any  pride  in  knowing  bimaelf  to  be  tli«ir 
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pos««sor,  showed  it  oo\y  in  not  being  at  all 
ashamed  of  liis  poverty, — in  thinking,  and  seem- 
ing to  think,  tiiat  the  owner  of  those  great 
works  of  art  could  afford  to  wear  a  ilircod-ban; 
coat  and  live  in  a  paltry  dwelling.  Even  hin 
old  servant  Martha  seemed  to  have  imbibed  the 
same  feeling,— loved  the  Gtiercino  and  the  S«!- 
vator  as  fondly  as  her  nia&tcr  did,  spoke  of 
them  with  the  same  respect,  approached  thcin 
with  the  same  caution,  and  duated  the  room  as 
reverently  as  if  she  had  been  in  presence  of  a 
crownetl  queen. 

lu  these  juctures  Mark  Bridgnian  lived  and 
breathed.  He  cultivated  no  a^isociates,  visited 
nobody,  read  no  books,  looked  at  no  newa< 
ptqjers,  and,  except  in  the  matter  of  hi»  own 
paintings,  sliowed  tittle  of  the  common  quality 
termed  curiosity,  or  the  rarer  one  called  taste. 

Two  acquaintances  indeed  he  had  made  dur- 
ing bis  lung  sojourn  at  Uelfurd,  aud  tlicir  society 
be  had  enjoyed  with  the  relish  of  a  congenial 
spirit :  Jmuu  Duval,  to  whoin  he  had  during 
his  boyhood  shown  great  kindness,  and  who 
had  studied  his  Guercino  with  a  love  and  admi- 
ration  rivalling   that   which  be  felt  for  Mrs. 
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St.  Ei«y'»  Vandyke  ;  and  Mr.  Carlton,  who  wu 

u  profc«Hcd  lover  of  (Mcture*,  mkI  hwl  not  failed 
to  lind  his  nut  durinj^  hia  two  years'  sojourn  in 
Belford.  Anil  when  the  death  of  Mrs.  St.  Eloy 
left  Ix>ui»  master  of  the  Nunnery,  and  his  mar- 
riage with  our  young  friend  Hester  (of  whidi 
happy  (!r«nt  I  ivjoice  to  Iw  enabled  to  tnf<irni 
my  readers)  brought  the  two  families  together, 
sometimes  at  the  Nunnery,  and  sometimes  at 
Crunley  Park,  the  old  man  was  tctiiptcd  out 
oftener  than  he  or  his  maid  Martha  had  though) 
poxsiblc- 

AnothiT  person  had  tried  to  form  an  intimary 
with  him— no  less  n  pcrsouage  than  Mr.  King 
HarwrKMl,  who  likid  nothing  better  thao  iloti. 
rUhing  and  Mhowing  off  before  a  great  picture, 
and  desranling  on  the  much  finer  works  of  art 
thnt  he  hod  seen  abroad  and  at  home.  Bui 
gentle  and  placid  as  our  friend  Mark  was,  he 
could  not  stand  King  Harwood:  he  was  not 
man  of  tht?  world  enoiigli  to  have  learned  the  art 
of  hearing  a  coxcomb  talk  nonsensi-  about  a 
favourite  object  without  wincing.  T<)  bear  bis 
[vaintings  ini>]]raiM.>d,  went  to  his  heart ;  so  b« 
fairly  fled  the  licldf  and   wh«ncrcr  Mr.  King 
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HuwAod  Iimughi  a  purty  to  Mill  Lane,  left 
Martha,  who,  besides  being  far  less  Ecnulivv, 
had  Sir  Joshua's  advantnge  of  being  u  little 
deaf,  to  play  tlic  part  of  cicerone  to  his  collec- 
tion. 

Hia  nephew  Harry  also— a  kiod,  frank,  libe- 
ral, op(.-n'IiGiirt('(l  man,  to  whom  during  bis  l>oy- 
bouil  our  connoisseur  had  lieen  an  indulgent 
and  generous  uncle,— paid  him  great  attention ; 
and  of  him  and  his  excellent  wife,  and  promising 
family,  Mark  Bridgman  was  perhaps  as  fond  as 
of  anything  in  lhit>  world,  excepting  his  pictures, 
which  for  certain  he  lowd  belter  than  aiiylwdy. 
Indeed  for  many  years  lie  had  cared  fur  nothing 
else ;  and  the  good  old  man  sometimes  wonder- 
ed how  h«  had  bw-n  Ix-guiltHi  lutt-ly  into  befttow- 
ing  ao  mtich  aSection  upon  creatures  of  flesh 
imd  blood,^ — since,  besides  his  kinsman  and  his 
family,  he  had  dcl<vtcd  himself  in  feeling  sonic- 
tliing  very  like  friendship  towards  Louis  and 
Hester,  Mr.  Carlton  and  old  Martha,  and  even 
towurdii  Mm.  Kinlay  and  Mrs.  Duval.  To  be 
Mire,  Louis  was  a.  man  of  geniua,  and  Mr.  Carl- 
tun  a  man  of  taste,  and  Martha  a  faithful  old 
servant ;  and  a&  to  Hester,  why  cverylmdy  did 
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love  Hcster,^an<l  bcaidr^  ^be  vaa  a  good  deal 
like  the  young  girl  with  the  music-book  in  In* 
Guercino,  and  tltiit  itccouiiletl  fur  iu»  Iskinft  a 
tuKj  to  h«r."  It  i»  remarkable  that  the  good 
p«<>)>le  who  loved  Uester,  tbcy  oould  hardly  (ell 
why,  used  generally  to  coDJure  up  kmdc  liiit- 
ncw  to  reconcile  llieniitelTes  to  theuiM-ivcs  for 
bving  CKUgbl  by  her  fasciDalions.  I  iDyadf 
think  that  iitie  resembles  k  young  friend  of  my 
own. — Uut  we  must  cun>e  back  to  our  story. 

The  uncle  and  neplww  bad  not  met  for  a 
longer  time  than  usual,  when,  oee  bright  April 
morning  as  Mark  was  sitting  in  his  hack  par- 
lour admiriiig  for  the  ihouMJidtlt  time  the 
deeply  tinted  aiid  almost  breathing  lips  of  tbc 
Titian  Vvniu'i  a  haaty  knock  was  heard  at  tbe 
door,  and  Marry  Brtdgman  rushed  into  the  room, 
pale,  hurried,  agitated,  trembling;  and  before 
hi»  kintman,  always  nervous  and  alow  of  t^Kech, 
could  inquire  what  ailed  him,  poured  forth  a 
lalc  of  nK-rcadtilc  onibarrasaincnts,  of  expected 
remittances,  and  lingering  argodea  and  merci- 
less creditors,  ituit  might  have  shauied  the  per- 
plexities of  Antonio  at  the  hour  when  Mthylock 
claimed  bis  money  or  his  Iwitd. 
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"  I  may  hnvo  bcvit  imprudent  in  ^ving  thcsc 
acceptjinces,"  (aaid  poor  HturV))  "  but  1  looked 
for  letters  from  the  hou»e  at  Hamburgh,  which 
ought  to  have  been  hcr«  the  Slth,  and  bills 
tmta  Sl  Petersburgh,  which  should  have  ar- 
med a  fortnight  since,  and  would  have  covered 
the  whole  Rtnouiit.  Then  the  Flycntchcr  from 
Honduras  ban  lieen  expected  lhe»e  ten  dnyn, 
with  logwood  and  mahogany,  and  the  Am- 
phion  from  tlic  Levant,  has  been  looked 
for  full  ihren  weeks,  with  a  c«r^  of  Smyrna 
fVuit,  that  would  have  paid  every  farthing  I 
1  owe  in  the  world.  Assets  to  the  value  of  six 
times  my  debts  are  on  the  seas,  and  yet  nuch  i« 
the  slate  of  the  money-market,  that  1  have  bem 
unable  to  rniM;  the  ten  thousand  pounds  which 
must  be  paid  to-morrow,  and  which  not  bebg 
paid,  the  nitcal  who  holds  my  acceptances,  and 
who  owes  me  an  old  grudge,  will  strike  a 
docki-t,  and  all  will  hv  swept  «wsy  by  a  commis- 
sion of  bankruptcy— ^swallowed  up  in  law  and 
knavery :  my  wife's  heartbroken,  my  diitdrcn 
ruined,  my  creditors  cheated,  and  I  myself  div 
graced  for  ever!"  And  Harry  Bridgman,  a 
fine  hearty  man  in  the  middle  of  life,  active,' 
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bold,  un<l  Tigorous  in  mind  umI  body,  laid  his 
hands  upon  the  back  of  a  chair,  sunk  his  Ave 
into  them,  and  wept  aloud. 

"  Ten  thousand  pounds  i"  ejaculated  tlw  poor 
old  man,  his  venvntbk-  ImOiI  hmd  vluiking  as  it 
witli  fmlHv— **  ten  thousand  pounds  f 

"  Yes,  nr  I  ten  thousand  pounds,**  replied 
Harry.  "  Ood  for^vc  me,"  sddtid  hr-,  **  for  dis- 
tressing you  in  thix  innuncr  '.  But  I  am  domned 
to  W  a  grief  to  all  whom  I  love.  1  hardly  know 
why  I  came  here— only  1  could  not  stay  at  home. 
I  could  not  look  on  poor  Maria's  face,  or  the 
innocent  children.  And  I  thought  you  ought 
to  know  what  was  about  to  happen,  that  you 
might  go  to  Cranley  Park,  or  the  Nunnery,  liU 
the  name  had  hcen  in  the  Gazette  and  the  peo- 
ple hod  done  talking.  But  1  'U  go  now.  fur  I 
cannot  bear  to  *cc  you  to  distressed  :  I  would 
aimuM  aa  soon  face  &laria  and  the  children. 
Good-b'ye,  my  dear  uncle !  God  bless  you  !"  said 
poor  Harry,  trying  to  speak  firmly.  "  There  are 
some  hours  yc(.  Perhaps  tl»e  Icttirrs  may  arrire 
or  the  xhipM.     PerhajiH  times  ntny  mend  !" 

**  Stay,  Harry !"  cried   his  uncle ;    ■*  stay  ! 
Wc  must  not  trust  to  sliips  and  Ielt«n;  we 
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mutt  BBt  let  Mum's  hcnrt  be  broken.  7*Aey 
mutt  go,"  said  the  old  man^  looking  rouad  the 
room  and  pointing  to  the  tiuercino  and  tbe 
Salvatar :  ••  (hey  must  be  sold  !"  •■ 

*'  What!  tite  (ucturet,  »e?  Uhno!aot  tbe 
sacrifice  is  too  greaL  You  must  uot  part  witb 
Ihi"  pictures." 

"  They  must  go,"  rciilutl  the  cild  nmn  firmly ; 
and  walking  xluwly  round  the  little  room  from 
one  to  tbe  other,  as  if  to  take  leave  of  them, 
and  wiping  with  hi«  handkercliii-f  a  Kpeck  of 
dust  which  the  bright  xutixhine  had  made 
visible  on  tbe  sunny  Both,  ht^  left  the  apart- 
ment, locking  tlie  door  behind  him  and  curry- 
ing away  tbe  key. 

'*  Louis  Duval  and  Mr.  Carlton  have  both 
said  often  and  often,  tliat  they  would  gladly  give 
ten  thousand  pounds  for  seven  sttch  picluies," 
said  Mark  Ilridgman,  taking  bis  bat :  "  they 
are  both  now  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  of  their  making  tbe  purchase.  Don't 
object.  Hurry  !  Don't  thank  me '.  Don't  talk 
to  me  .■"  purxued  the  good  old  man,  checkiug 
his  nephew's  allempt  at  interruption  with  a 
little  humour ;  "  don't  speak  to  me  on  the  sulv 
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j«ct,  for  I  caii't  bear  it.     But  cooie  with  ma  to 
ll>e  Nunnery." 

Silc-nlly  the  kin«iiM:n  walked  thither,  and  in 
almoHt  M}ual  nWncc  (for  ibere  was  a  geaer^ 
nispcct  for  the  old  man's  fvidings)  did  they. 
ii('a>in(>iuik-d  by  Ijouix  and  Mr.  Curlton,  nture- 
The  |)arty  »lo|>ped  at  thv  Kdfunl  Bank,  and 
tlicrc  ttwy  partrd ;  Han^-  armixl  with  a  check 
for  ten  thousand  poundit  tupay  oiThis  uicrctlcw 
creditor. 

"  Go  to  Lottdmi,  Uarry,"  said  the  old  man. 
"  and  aaj  do  morvaliout  (He  matter.  I  have 
made  idob  of  llie^e  pictures^  and  it  is  perhapt 
good  fur  me  ihut  I  Kbuuld  be  deprived  of  then. 
Uo  to  Maria  and  (bt  childn-n,  luid  Iw  happy  I" 

And,  bis  warm  heart  Mhiitg  with  gratitude 
and  regret,  Marry  obeyed. 

Mark  on  Iiia  side  went  bock  to  Mill  l.anc, 
not  quili;  unhappy,  becnu»c  bis  oonscienee  wa» 
satisfied  ;  but  yet  feeling  at  Ari  heart's  core  ibe 
full  price  of  the  kacrilicc  that  he  htwl  made.  Uc 
dared  not  trust  himself  again  with  a  sight  of 
tho  pictures;  >»■  dared  not  tell  Martha  thai  be 
bod  told  them,  for  be  knew  that  ber  r^rets 
would  awaken  his  own.     lie  had  begged  Mr. 
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PuvaI  to  convey  them  away  early  the  next  mom* 
lag,  and  in  the  very  few  words  that  had  passed, 
(for  in  making  the  bargain  Ik  iiad  liniilvd  Ixhiik 
to  yes  or  no,)  hod  de«rL<d  him  to  send  the  key, 
which  be  leflwiU)  him,  hy  the  messenger;  and  on 
going  to  bed  at  night,  he  suaimoned  courage  to 
infonn  Martha  thot  the  pictures  were  to  bf  de- 
livered to  th<^  bt-artT  of  tlie  key  of  the  room 
where  they  were  depo&ited,  and  charged  her 
not  to  come  to  him  until  they  were  fairly  re- 
mored. 

He  »poke  in  a  lower  voice  than  usual,  and 
yet  it  is  remarkable  timt  the  poor  old  woman, 
usually  to  deaf,  lieard  every  won!  with  a  pain- 
ful and  startling  distinctness.  She  had  thought 
that  something  very  grievous  was  the  matter 
from  the  moment  of  Harry's  arriral,  but  su«h 
a  grief  as  this  »hc  had  never  even  oonlemplated  : 
and  forbidden  by  her  master  from  giving  vent  to 
her  vexation  before  him,  and  unable  to  get  at  the 
beloved  objects  of  her  sorrow,  the  dear  pictures, 
she  sat  down  on  the  ground  by  the  locked  door, 
and  solaced  herself  by  n  hearty  cry,  of  which  the 
tendency  wax  to  comgxising  thnt  che  went  to 
bed  and  slept  nearly  as  well  as  usuab 
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Very  (lifTerent  was  her  masterV  cue.  Mtro 
liAve  90  many  advuitngcs  over  woin«n,  thai 
they  nti-<l  not  grudge  ibeni  the  unspeakable 
comfort  of  crying ;  although  in  many  instaiices, 
and  especiuUy  iu  this,  it  makes  all  the  diffcrrnce 
between  a  'good  night  and  a  bad  one.  Mark 
never  dosed  his  eyes.  IJis  wakittg  thou^t^ 
however,  were  not  all  unpleasant.  He  tbrnigtu 
of  Maria  and  the  children,  and  of  Harry's  gew- 
rous  rcliiL'taiice  to  deprive  him  of  his  tn:asure»— 
and  so  long  as  he  thought  of  that  he  w&n  happy. 
And  then  he  thought  of  Louis  Duval, — hovwcD 
he  deserved  these  pictures,  and  bow  much  he 
would  value  thi-ni ;  for  Mark  had  lieon  amongst 
LoiiiN' enrlieit  patrons  and  kindt^t  frieiMls,  aad 
would  undoubtedly  have  served  Henry  Warner, 
had  he  not  been  abroad  during  the  few  inoatbs 
that  he  n^K-nt  at  Belford.  And  then  too  be 
thoiiglit  of  Hester,  and  of  her  resemblance  to 
thir  girl  with  the  music-book.  But  (hen  un- 
luckily that  reool lection  brought  vividly  before 
him  the  Gucrcino  itsdf, — and  bow  he  could  live 
without  that  picture  he  could  not  tell !  And 
then  the  night  seeuted  endle!i«. 

At  last    morning  dawned.     But    no    Bomd 
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was  Iie;ird  of  cart  or  wnfj^n,  or  messenger 
from  the  Nunnery,  Uiotigli  lie  had  imjilorw! 
Louis  to  tend  by  daybreak.  Five  o'clock 
struck,  and  six,  and  seven, —  and  no  one  had 
arrived.  At  last,  a  littlo  before  eight,  a  single 
knock  «as  heard  at  the  door,  but  no  cart, 
— a  single  knock  ;  and,  after  a  moment's  jiarley, 
the  knocker  went  uway,  and  thi-  postman  arrived, 
and,  too  impatient  to  wait  lunger,  the  old  gen- 
tleman rang  the  bell  for  his  bousckecper. 

Martha  Arrived,  bringing  two  letters.  One,  a 
heavy  packet,  had  been  left  by  a  servant ;  ihp 
other  had  arrived  by  the  post.  As  otir  friend 
Mark  opened  the  first,  a  key  dropped  out. 
The  contents  were  as  follows : 

"  Tlie  Nunnery,  April  IBth. 
"  My  DEAR  Sir, 

"  As  you  had  your  way  ye8t«Tday,  when  yoti 

forbodc  mc  to  say  anything  more  than  yes  or 

nu,  you  must  allow  me  to  have  mine  to-day.     I 

I  return  the  key,  with  an  earnest  entreaty  that 

you  will  condescend  to  be  the  guardian  o(  that 

aod  qT  the  pictures.     Long,  very  long  may  you 

continue  so  !  He*ter  says  that  she  ncriT  sliould 

aee  those  juctures  with  comfort  anywhere  but 
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in  tboir  own  galleiy,  the  dear  bact  parlour; 
and  you  know  that  Hettvr  alwayti  has  her  own 
way  with  cvcryliody- 

"  Fn>m  the  little  tlwt  you  would  suSer  Mr 
H.  Bridgmao  to  say  yesterday,  both  Mr.  Carl- 
tan  and  inyiwlf  are  inclined  to  consider  ihi* 
money  as  a  loan,  to  be  returned  at  his  cnnveni* 
ence ;  and  our  chief  few  is  IcKt  he  should  huny 
himself  in  the  ropaynient. 

"  Should  it,  however,  prove  otherwise,  just 
remember  how  very,  very  kind  you  were  to  aie, 
a  poor  and  obscure  boy,  at  a  time  when  your 
mooey,  your  encouragement,  your  good  word. 
and,  above  all,  your  permisuon  to  copy  the 
Gucrcino,  wcrv  favours  far  ^{Toater  than  I  ever 
can  return.  Keeollect  that  I  owe  to  the  study 
of  the  ^rl  with  the  muuc-book  that  notice  from 
Mr.  Carlton  which  led  to  my  aoquaiotauce  with 
He^er. 

"  After  this,  you  must  allow,  that  even  if 
this  sum  were  never  repaid,  the  balance  of 
obligation  must  still  be  on  my  side, — and  that 
1  must  always  remain 

"  Vour  grateful  friend  and  EerTaDt, 

"  Locis  DcvAu" 
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With  n  trembling  hand  the  olt!  man  opened 
the  other  letter.  He  hiitl  liiid  Mtruc  trouble  in 
deciphering  Louis's,  perliaps  becauK  hv  had 
been  obligi'd  to  n-ipc  hu  t;pectacle»  so  often ; 
and  this  epistle,  ulthough  shorter  and  written 
in  a  bcild  mercantile  hand,  proved  mon*  difficult 
still.     Thus  it  run  : 

"London,  April  17th. 
**  My  dbak  Ukclb, 
"  On  my  return  to  town,  I  found  that  re- 
niittancea  had  arrived  from  Hamburgh  and  St. 
PiMertbur;gh ;  that  the  good  ship  Amphion  wa» 
safe  in  port,  and  that  the  Flycatcher  bad  been 
spoken  with  and  was  within  two  days'  tail ; — ^in 
short,  that  a])  was  right  in  all  quarters;  and 
that  Mariit,  iiittil  I  told  her  the  Uory,  had  not 
«¥en  Rtnpected  my  embarrassroents.  Imagine 
our  intense  thankfulness  to  you  and  to  Hea- 
ven !  i  luive  returned  Uie  check  to  Mr.  DuvaL 
The  obligation  i  do  not  even  wiali  to  cancel ; 
for  to  be  grateful  to  .ludi  a  person  ia  a  mo«t 
pleasurable  feeling.  I  am  quite  sure,  from  the 
very  few  words  that  you  would  suffer  any  one 
to  speak  yesterday,  th.it  he  condden  the  affatr 
as  •  loHD.  and  that  the  dear  pictiirea  an  itiU  in 
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the  dear  back  |)iu'lour.  I  forgot  tn  tell  you 
that  the  Atnpliion  was  (o  touch  at  Cftdiz  far 
two  more  paiotings.  a  Velasquez  aud  a  Mu- 
rillo  ;  for  which,  if  you  caunot  find  room,  Ur. 
Duval  must. 

Once  again,  acce)>l  my  moat  ft^rvcnt  thank*, 
ami  believe  uie  ever 

"  Your  obliged  and  affectionate 
'*  Kinsman  and  friend, 

"  H.  BaiDOMAS." 

The  gentle  reader  must  imagiDe,  for  I  caimoi 
describe,  the  feelings  of  the  good  old  man  on 
the  peruMl  of  these  letters,  and  the  agitated 
delight  with  which,  ufler  he  and  Martha  bad 
contrived  to  open  the  door,  (for,  xomchow  or 
other,  their  hands  shook  so  that  they  could 
hardly  turn  the  key  in  tlie  lock,)  they  both 
siirv<-y<'d  the  rescued  treasures.  Also,  he  must 
settle  to  hia  fancy  thi;  long-di»puted  point  (for 
it  has  been  a  contest  of  no  small  duration,  and 
is  hardly  finislird  yet,)  of  the  ultimate  desdoa- 
tion  of  the  Velasquez  and  the  MuriUo, — whether 
both  went  to  the  Nunnery  as  Mark  Bridgman 
projioscd,  or  both  to  MUl  t^ane  as  Louis  Duval 
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desired ;  or  wheilter  Healer's  reconciling  clause 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  merchant's  grateful 
present  divided  between  llic  parties.  For  my 
part,  {f  I  were  inclined  to  bet  upon  the  occa- 
rioa,  I  slictuld  lay  a  considerable  ivager  that  the 
ladr  had  Itirr  way.  But,  as  I  siud  b<'fore,  the 
courteous  reader  must  settle  tlu-  matter  Sh 
seems  to  him  best- 


-  Note. — They  who  live  in  the  neigh bourhiwd 
of  Reading  will  recognise,  in  the  splendid 
paintings  thai  I  have  attempted  to  describe, 
two  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  Mr.  Anderdon'a 
beautiful  and  select  collection  at  Farley  Hill. 
It  may  add  to  the  interest  of  the  Salvator  to 
say,  that  it  was  that  picture  (originally  pur- 
chased  by  tlie  very  ta»t(.-ful  and  liberal  possessor 
from  the  gallery  of  the  King  of  Naples)  which 
converted  our  own  great  painter  Wilkic  from 
his  originally  brilliant  and  sparkling  style  to 
his  present  chaster  and  eeverer  manner.  He 
used  to  visit  Mr.  Anderdon  and  hi*  pictures 
every  morning  at  Rome,  where  the  picture  and 
its  acoomptished  proprietors  remained  some 
time,  and  from  intense  ndmirntion  of  its  bold- 
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ncss  rik)  breadth,  resolved  to  nbandoD  hU  own 
glittering  eflectft,  and  to  revert,  as' all  the  world 
knows  how  finely  he  has  done,  to  the  utmost 
purity  nnd  simplicity  of  the  art.  There  arv 
who  eomplain  of  this  change  of  style  ;  but,  for 
my  part,  I  think  (hat  he  haa  done  well,  if  only 
to  pmre  that  there  is  no  mode  of  the  pencil 
in  which  he  does  not  excel. 

An  interesting  anecdote  n!*o  belongs  to  the 
Oucrcino.  It  was  piirchuwd  fixitn  the  coUectioo 
at  the  Colonna  Pn1a«v;  and  !k!r.  Anderdoa  un 
that  from  the  moment  he  became  the  owner  of 
that  picture  the  old  servants  »eem«d  to  trantftr 
their  allegiance  to  him,  as  if  the  posaesaioa  of 
the  David  had  been  the  charter  under  which 
they  scrrcd. 

I  could  talk  for  ever  of  this  exquisite  eoL 
lection,  unique  in  llie  admirable  taste  moral  as 
well  as  pictorial  with  which  it  has  been  lelected, 
full  of  the  best  works  of  the  best  masters,  and 
rich  in  those  paintings  of  which  everybody  has 
heard,  and  which  to  see  fomts  an  epoch  in  one's 
life. 

There,  fur  instauce,  is  almost  the  only  serious 
work  of  Tenicrs— an  exquisitely  painted  land- 


HAKK    BRIDGMAN. 


scape,  with  ihrec  figures  from  the  New  Testa- 
ment, (for  although  the  gWy  round  the  head 
indicates  (he  Christ,  th«  »uhjcct,  I  bt^teve,  i» 
ttot  exsctlj  asoertaineil,)  and  irith  no  >ign  of 
Teniers,  except  what  lie  could  not  lielp,  the 
tntoe  of  a  Dutcb<lJke  country  festival  in  the 
bacliground.  There  is  the  famous  Coral  Fishery 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  Salvator  Rosa;  a 
seo-vtew  breathing;  hnt-^the  very  water  mcid* 
ready  to  boil.  And  there  that  HtJy  Family 
by  Andrea  delSarto,  of  which  so  pretty  a  fctory 
is  currently  told.  The  artist,  il  k  aaid,  went 
out  one  day,  Imving  tiiis  picture  unfini»l>cd 
upon  the  ea&el ;  mod  Raphael  happening  to  call, 
painu-d  in  the  bead  of  tlw  Madoona  by  way 
of  visiting-card.  That  the  head  of  the  Virgin 
is  by  Raphael,  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt. 
It  lias  the  grace,  the  swvctncw,  the  compo«urr, 
(he  light  stealing  from  under  the  eyelids,  the 
brow  of  thought,  the  look  nf  love,  which  hir. 
and  lie  only,  was  nwxl  to  give  to  the  Virgin 
Mother. 

Bui  the  glory  of  this  collection — the  gem 
(imongsl  gems,  ta  a  copy  from  Andrea  Sacclii,  by 
ilt  kind  and  liberal  owner's  must  kind  and  nio»t 
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riclily^giftcd  wife.  It  is  a  St.  Bruno,  s  bc«l 
purely  intellectual,  of  whicli  the  charm  is  ihit, 
which  ^cnomlly  vanishes  from  nil  copii-f  of 
{{teat  picltires — the  singular  and  brauUrul  e%- 
prcseion.  A  friend  of  minv  walking  througb 
tlie  rooms  said  very  happily,  that  itext  to  bctn^ 
the  paint re3»ofth«  St.  Bruno,  she  would  wish  lo 
he  the  ponxesEur  of  the  David.  The  purchaser 
of  the  original  wished  to  exchange  it  for  iht 
copy:  and  tiie  Duke  dc  B«rri,  no  mcoo  judge, 
died  in  the  persua&ioii  that  no  woman  e^'cr  did 
pr  could  paint  such  a  picture,  and  lliat  it  was 
Au  original  by  Carlo  Dolce- 

Mrs.  AndcrdoD,  whom  I  luvc  the  honour 
and  pleasure  of  counting  »mong»t  my  frieudt, 
will  chide  mc  for  putting  her  name  into  a  book. 
But  luiboily  elie  will;  aod  in  good  truth  abe 
must  forgive  me,  for  the  tempUtioa  was  too 
great  to  bv  withstood.  If  she  doen  not  like  to 
be  talked  about,  she  should  not  paint  so  weO: 
the  efiVct  is  the  natural  consequvitgc  of  the 
cnuse- 
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Ij*  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second  —  that 
reign  ovpr  whkh  the  dissolute  levity  of  the 
tnoiiardi  and  hi*  court,  and  the  wittj'  pages  of 
Count  Anthony  Hamilton,  have  shed  a  faW  and 
deluMve  glare,  which  in  «umelim«K  iniiilaken  fur 
gaiety,  but  in  which  the  people,   harassed  by 
perpetual  treasoDS,  or  rumours  of  treasons,  and 
vinited  by  mkIi  lirntcndous  calamities  as  the 
Yire  and  the  Flagiic,  seem  to  have  been  any- 
thing rather  than  gay ;— in  tliat  troubled  and 
diatant  reign,  BeUbrd  was,  as  now,  a  place  of 
xunsidcrable  size  and   Importance ;   probably, 
when  considered   relatively  witli   the  wxe   of 
other  townit  and  the  general  population  of  the 
kingdom,  of  as  much  consequence  as  at  the  pre- 
M4)t  time. 
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^^^H  Tnic  it  is,  that,  in  common  with  other  trur- 

^^^^       shipful  things,  the  town  "  had  suffered  loatei.^ 
^H  The  demolition  of  the  ablx-y  had  been  a  hlo« 

^B  which  A  charter  from  Quc«n   Elixabctfa,   and 

^1  even  the   high   honour  oi  bearing   her  ro^ 

^f  *^fl>Ry  ill  ^^  mid«t  of  four  other  maiden  fun 

r  for   the   borough  urmjt,  liad  hardly  repaired'; 

^K  whiUt  the  muoificent  patronage  of  Archbishop 

^H  Laud,  a  liberal  benefactor  (o  the  public  school* 

^V  and  charities  of  the  place,  scarcely  made  amend* 

for  the  plunder  of  the  corporation  che&t,^ 
measure  rewrtod  to  on  some  frivolous  pretext 
in  the  prct'cding  reign,  an>ong8t  many  similar 
ways  aud  means  of  King  Jamie.  But  the 
grand  evil  of  all  was,  that  Belford  happened  to 
be  to  near  the  site  of  many  of  the  battles  and 
sieges  of  the  Civil  War,  that  the  inhabitants  had 
an  undesin-d  opportunity  of  judging  with  great 
nicely  which  of  the  two  conleiidiDg  parties  did 
most  hann  in  friendly  quarters,  and  whether 
the  reprobate  cavaliers  of  the  royal  army,  or  the 
godly  troopers  of  the  parliamentary  forces,  were 
the  more  oppressive  and  niischieroua  inmates  of 
a  ()cucefiil  town.  Kven  the  wise  rule  of  Crom- 
well,  exoellent  as  regarded  the  restoration  of 
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prtMperity  within  the  realm,  went  but  a  ItlUe 
way  in  coiiipeiiKating  for  the  long  years  of  tur- 
moil an<l  disaster  through  which  it  had  been 
(^tsintd  1  and  although   warned  by  the  finva 
aiKJ   peualties   levied   cm   the   corporation    by 
James  the  First  uf  "happy  memory,'"  and  aware 
that  his  grandson  had,  w  ith  liomenhat  diminish' 
cd  facilities  for  performing  the  operation,  an 
equal   taate  for  vxiracling   money   from    the 
pockets  of  the  lieges,  that  prudent  body  con- 
trived to  turn  wo  readily  with  every  wind  during 
that  stormy  and   changeable  reign,  that  even 
Archbiahop  Laud's  gtar^hamber    itself  must 
have  pronounced  their  loyalty  a«  uoimiieach- 
ahlc  OS  that  of  the  docile  and  ductile  Vicitf  of 
Bray,  yet,  such  bad  been  the  effect  of  llioae 
different  drawbacks,   of  the  royal  mulcts  and 
fines  and  pcnoities,  aiid  of  the  exactions  of  the 
soldiery,  in  the  Civil  War,  thai  the  good  town  of 
Bclford  was  hardly  so  opuleoit  as  its  importance 
as  a  county  town  and  its  situation  on  the  great 
river  might  seem  to  indicate,  and  by  no  means 
»o  gay  as  miglit  liave  been  expected  from  ils 
vicinity  to  London  and  Oxford,  and  the  royal 
residences  of  Ilamplon  and  \Vind»or. 
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in  the  ouukirt)  of  the  town ;  «m)  the  briglit 
clear  river  running  through  it*  nntre  like  a 
waving  line  of  Uglit :  a  pretty  place  must  Btl- 
ford  have  b«en  in  lho»c  Jays  !  And  a  prettier 
dwclUng  than  the  Ciolden  Mortar  could  hardly 
have  been  found  within  the  precincts  of  the 
town  or  c^  the  county. 

The  outward  appearand^  of  the  hotiKe,  a* 
seen  from  the  street,  was  imlced  jufBciently  un- 
promising. It  was  an  irr^iilar,  low.browetl 
trnciDcDt,  separated  from  th«  river  by  two  or 
three  warehou«e>  and  grnnaries  ;  and  the  shop, 
a  cou[rfe  of  steps  lower  than  the  street,  m>  that 
thv  descent  into  it  had  somewhat  the  effect 
of  walking  down  into  n  cellar,  waft,  although 
sufficiently  spacious  dark  and  gloomy.  The 
shelves,  too, — filled  with  bundles  of  dried  camo- 
mile, saxifrage,  pelliiory,  vervain,  colcmjnt, 
and  a  thousand  other  such  hccbs  (vide  our 
Aiend  Nicholas  Culpepcr),  with  boxes  of  costly 
apices,  rare  gums,  and  mineral  powders,  and 
bottles  liUed  with  such  oils  and  distilled  waters 
as  fbnnetl  lix!  foshionnbU-  medicines  of  the  tinte, 

had  a  certain  dingy  and  ominous  appearance, 
much  increased    by  divers  stuffed  curiosities 

■  5 
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from  foraiga  parts,  amongst  wbich  an  alligator 
eiispended  from  the  ceiling  wu  Ibe  aiMt  ooa- 
Hpicuoua,  aiKl  sundry  glau  jar»,  cooUhiiag 
pickled  reptiles  nnd  in»eclB  of  variouj  *nrt>, 
snakes,  lizards,  loads,  spiders,  and  locusts; 
whiUt  a  du»ky,  iimok)-  laboratory,  ioto  <rhJtli 
ihe  shop  opened,  fiitcd  up  with  stills,  retorts. 
nlembics,  furnace*,  and  all  the  chemical  appars^ 
tuBof  the  day,  ndded  lo  the  gloominess  and  dis- 
comfort of  the  general  impression. 

But,  in  one  comer  of  that  unpleasant-look* 
ing  shop,  fenced  from  genera)  obeerration  by  a 
brown  stuff  curtain,  was  n  fligfit  of  steps  lead- 
ing into  apartments,  not  large  indeed,  but  » 
light,  EO  airy,  so  pleasant,  so  comfortable,  ihtl 
the  transition  from  one  side  of  the  house  to  the 
other  was  like  passing  from  night  into  day. 
These  were  the  apartments  of  Rosamond. 
They  opened  too  into  a  large  garden,  embradag 
tlic  whole  space  behind  the  granaries  and  wire- 
houses  that  led  to  the  river-side,  and  extending 
back  until  stop|>cd  by  wbarfx  for  coals  and  tin>- 
IxT,  loo  valuable  to  be  purcbased: — for  his 
garden  was  Anthony  SliawcV  ddight;  who,  a 
Iwtanist  and  a  Irari^ller,  a  frSrnd  of  Evelyn's 
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and  M.  amloas  culth'stor  of  foreign  plants,  bad 
filled  tiie  whole  plot  of  ground  wJtli  rare  IhtIm 
and  choice  floKers,  and  lind  cvvn  attained  to 
the  luxury  of  a  cold,  dump,  dark  bouK  for 
greens,  whov  certain  orunf^  and  lemon  tr«««, 
myrtles,  Uuruftlinui«e»,  and  phillyrcas  lan- 
guiiJwd  throufjh  the  winter,  and  were  hold  for 
miracles  of  bounty  and  profusion  if  in  some  un- 
usually fine  GUDim«r  they  had  strcn^jth  enough 
to  bc«r  blossoms  and  fruit.  Ab  mc !  wlial 
would  Mutvr  Anthony  Shawe  and  his  worthy 
friend  Matter  Kvelyu  tay  if  they  could  but 
look  upon  the  pits,  the  Htove-hoUMs,  the  coo- 
■ervalories,  the  gardeoing-daings  of  tbaae  hor- 
ticultural days!  I  question  tf  at«ain>lMHH» 
'  and  rstlroaids  m>uld  astoniah  tbm  balf  « 
much. 

Nevertheles*,  that  gndao,  in  tpite  o/  its  mU 
greenhouse,  was  in  lU  toa  pr«taKbBg  part*  • 
place  of  exceeding  pleawataaaa, — tick  to  fnh. 
Hon  in  the  most  beautiful  of  tbt  [ 
mad  shrub*,  pinks,  lilica,  kmb 
fragrant  in  the  mtauMic  hnba  of  tB 
which,  together  with  tW  Mala  ^ri  kawaa  «f 
flowen,  fdnocdso  Urp  •  pan  at  cW 
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inedicB  i^  the  time  So  exotxdingly  |)liw>uii 
wa«  iHal  garden,  kept  by  conBtanl  waterioR  in  ■ 
atatc  of  dttitiaus  and  dewy  frcsliness  that  mighi 
VK  witb  an  April  miradovr,  that  1  could  almoit 
sympathixc  with  Anthony  Sbawe,  and  wooda 
what  RtMaroond  could  wish  for  more. 

Her  little  sitting-room  was  axaxly  as  dclij^t- 
ful  as  the  flowery  tnrilory  into  wliivh  it  Led 
by  a  broad  flight  of  Atep«  from  a  uiiall  terrace 
with  a  atone  balustrade,  that  ran  along  the 
back  of  ihc  house.  Ma>liT  Anthony's  ruliag 
(ante  predomiualed  even  in  the  fitting  up  of 
this  maiden's  bower:  the  Flemish  hangiDg* 
were  guif;eous,  with  hollyliocks,  tulips,  poppiMt 
peonies,  and  other  &howy  blouons;  a  beanti- 
fully-Jioinh^d  flowcr>piecc,  by  the  old  artist 
Colantonio  del  Fiore,  whid)  Antliony  had  biin- 
N^f  brought  from  Naplei,  hung  on  one  side  of 
the  room  i  a  silver  vessel  for  perfumes,  adoracd 
with  un  exquisitely- wrought  device  of  vine- 
leaves  with  their  u-ndrils,  and  ivies  with  their 
buds,  in  the  matchless  e)ia>jiig  of  Itvnvenutu 
Cellini,  stood  on  a  marbte  slab  beneath  the 
mirror;  and  around  that  Venetian  minor  was  a 
recent  aapiisilioii,  a  work  of  art  more  precious 
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and  ntoR!  bcnutiful  ihan  all — a  garUod  of  rows 
bdU  honeysuckles,  of  ancmonra  and  watcr-UIJtw, 
of  the  loose  pendent  laburnum  and  tbe  cioae 
cluBt«ring  hyacinth,  in  the  unrivailed  carving 
of  Gibbon ;  u  garlan<l,  who«e  light  and  wreathjr 
grace,  whooe  dc^h  and  ri^UineM  of  excctition, 
and  inco(n|)arable  truth  uf  delineation,  both  in 
tbe  foliage  oud  the  blo^aora^   seemed  to  want 
nothing  but  colour  to  vie  with  Nature  hvnelf. 
Per^D  carpets,  gay  with  the  gorgeous  rggt- 
tatton  of  (he  Ku»t,  covered  the  floor,  and  th« 
low  Hiool  on  which  itie  was  accustomed  to  ut ; 
bigh-backed  tliuny  chair,  sacred  to  Maater 
jftnthony,  boasted  ilH  bunch  uf  enibrotdercd  car- 
nations on  the  cusliioB ;  the  vasc«  that  crowned 
tlie  balustrade  were  fillril  with  aloes  and  other 
foreign  plants  ;  jeuaminn  and  musk-roees  were 
trained  around  the  caieaicnis.     All   was  gay 
and  smiliDg,  bright  to  the  eye  mid  sweet  to  Ihe 
Mcnt;  yet  still  Ihe  ungrateful  Kosaroond  pro- 
nouiwwl  B«!ford  to  ho  the  diillest,  dreariest, 
gloomiest  town  that  tvcr  was  built  by  bands, 
and  the  ii<jiik-a  Mortar  ll>e  uddesi  and  dreari- 
est abode  wherein  ever  youtig  maiden  was  con- 
demned to  »>jou)n :  and  if  any  one  of  the  f«« 
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iwghbours  and  companions  w)io  were  adroilted 
to  converse  with  tlu.-  young  beuuty  ventured,  by 
way  of  convolution,  to  advert  to  the  omanicnis 
of  her  rhuinlwr — ornamentri  so  unuatixl  in  ilul 
rank  ami  age,  that  their  possesion  excited  some- 
thing of  envy  miaglcd  with  wonder, — the  per- 
verse damsel  would  point  to  her  imprisoned  lark, 
chafini;  its  feathers  and  heating  its  <pcckled 
brcttU  ugnini-t  the  harA  of  its  cage,  and  nsk 
whether  the  [>oor  bird  were  happier  for  the  harn 
being  gilded  ? 

RusninDiid  Norton  was  very  distantly  related 
to  her  kind  guardian.  She  wa»  the  daughter 
of  one  whom,  thirty  years  hefc»re  (the  date  of 
which  we  are  now  tipe&king  is  1G6i),  ]k  hod 
lov-i-d  with  a  fondness,  an  ardour,  an  intensity, 
a  constancy,  that  deserved  a  better  return; 
— the  object  of  bis  passion,  a  light  and  laugh- 
ing beauty,  had  preferred  a  gay  and  gallant 
cavalier  to  her  grave  and  studious  and  soow- 
wliat  piiriumicBl  cousin  ;  had  married  Regitkald 
Norton,  llirn  an  officer  in  (he  king*s  service; 
had  followed  the  fortunes  of  the  royal  family  «' 
and  had  led  a  roving  oihI  desultory  life,  some- 
tinin  in  great  indigence,   sometimes  in    brief 
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g*tcty,  A«  rentitUncn  from  hvr  fmaily  in  Eng- 
land arrived  or  failed,  until,  on  the  death  of 
her  husband,  she  returned  to  lake  posseuion, 
by  (iie  cl«nienc}r  of  the  Lord  Protector,  of 
her  paternal  estate  near  Belford,  bringing  with 
her  our  friend  Rosamond,  her  only  surviTing 
daughirr ;  wlmm,  mi  her  death  about  n  twelve- 
mouth  after  the  Itestoration,  she  bequeathed  to 
the  care  and  guardinntlup  of  her  true  frieud 
and  loving  kinsman  Antlwny  Shawe. 

Anthony,  on  hUpart,  had  felt  the  influence  of 
hifi  early  disappointment  tliroughotit  hia  appa- 
rently calm  and  prosperous  destiny.  For  some 
few  years  after  Mrs.  Norton's  marrlagr,  ho  had 
travelled  to  Italy  and  the  Lerant — countries 
interesting  in  every  respcet  to  a  scientific  and 
inquiring  mind,  and  especially  gratifying  to  his 
researches  in  medicine  and  botany ;  and  on  his 
return  he  had  established  himself  in  his  native 
town  of  Bvlford,  pursuing,  portly  for  profit  and 
partly  from  an  honest  desire  to  ho  of  some  ser- 
vice in  his  generation,  the  mingled  vocation  of 
herbalist,  a]>olhecary,  and  physician.  Sick  or 
poor  might  always  command  his  readiest  service 
—the  poor  perhaps  rather  more  certainly  than 
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the  rich ;  ind  his  skill,  his  kindness,  and  h» 
nlmost  unlimited  ctinrity  rendered  Iiitn  anirrr- 
sally  ri-KjH'ctcd  and  beloved. 

Master  Anthony  had,  however,  his  pecuUa* 
rilips.  tn  religion  Ive  wa«  a  puritan  ;  in  poli- 
ticH,  a  roundhead  :  and  although  fais  ptfacvful 
pursuits  and  quiet  demeanour,  aa  veil  as  the 
general  g«od-wili  of  hia  neighbours,  had  pro- 
tected him  fwm  any  molestation  in  the  change 
of  government  that  followed  quickly  on  the 
death  of  Cromwell,  yet  his  own  strong  prejii- 
dins,  which  the  licence  of  Charles's  coodnct 
contributed  hourly  to  augment,  the  rigid  auste- 
rity of  bis  notions,  and  the  solomn  grarity  of 
his  deportmiiit,  rendered  him.  however  kind 
and  iudul^it,  no  very  toreptaiilr  guardian  to 
a  young  and  lovely  woman,  brought  tip  in  the 
contrary  extremes  of  a  romantic  loyalty— a  bi- 
goted attachment  to  the  forms  and  tenets  uf  the 
high  church,  an  unrestrained  habit  of  pef9on«l 
liberty,  and  a  love  of  variety  and  of  innocent 
amuseutent  natural  to  a  lively  and  high-«pirilcd 
girl. 

Oraleftrl,  afreclionnle,  and  amiable  in  her  di«- 
position,  with  a  warm  Iteart  and  a  [>)iant  temper. 


A    STORY    OF   THE    PLACUB. 


209 


it  is  hovever  more  than  probable  that  Rosainond 
NortoD  would  soon  have  lost,  io  the  afTcclionatc 
cares  of  ht-r  giioniian.  Iter  pvLti»li  rncRtintmt  at 
the  unwonted  n:»traiiitH  uod  wesriuNiie  munotony 
of  her  loo  iraoquil  abode,  and  would  hare 
tftkeD  root  in  her  Dew  babiution  in  little  mort 
time  than  it  takes  to  settle  a  transplanted 
flower,  had  not  a  far  deeper  and  nwrc  powerful 
motive  of  disunion  existed  between  them. 

\t'hiUt  wandering  with  her  parents  from  dty 
to  city  abroad,  the  had  become  accjuainlcd  with 
s  lad  a  few  years  older  than  herself — a  relatioo 
of  Rochester's,  in  tlic  tcrvice  of  the  king,— and 
an  attachmdtt  warm,  fcrrcnl,  aiul  indlMolublc 
bad  ensued  betwecm  the  young  eiules.  When 
again  for  a  short  time  in  London  with  her  mo- 
ibcr,  after  the  Restoration,  the  faithful  lorera 
bad  met,  and  had  rencwH  their  engagement. 
Sin.  Norton,  allliuugh  not  opposing  the  uniun, 
'  bad  di-KiRsd  M>Die  delay,  and  bad  died  suddenly 
during  the  interval,  leaving  poor  Rosamond  in 
the  guardianship  of  one  who.  of  all  nwn  alive, 
was  most  certain  to  oppoKc  the  marriage.  A 
courtier  !  a  placeman !  a  kinsman  of  Rocticster ! 
—  a  Aivourtte  of  Charles !     Master  Anthony 
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would  have  ihouKht  present  death  a  more  hope- 
ful destiny  I  That  lh«  young  man  was,  in  a 
position  rcplcto  with  dan^r  and  temptation,  of 
uainipciictuibic  inoriiiily  uod  uncxcrptiunoblc 
conduct, —  that  he  was  as  prudent  as  he  was 
liberal,  as  good  as  he  wni  gay,— mattered  little - 
he  would  not  have  bdieved  li«r  assertion*, 
ultiioiif^ti  an  anj^l  had  come  from  heaven  to 
attest  thi-ir  inith.  The  first  act  of  hisnuthorilr 
aa  guardiun  was  to  forbid  her  holdtnf;  any  cnm- 
nmnication  with  ii«r  lov«r ;  tuxl  poor  Rosamoikl** 
bitter  declamation  on  the  dulneu  and  uglineM 
of  Bclford  and  the  Golden  Mortar  might  all 
bo  construed  into  one  uinple  meaning, — that 
Bclfonl  was  a  place  where  Hicbard  Tyson 
was  not. 

Wc  have  it  however  upon  high  authority, 

^H  that  through  wimtever  obstacles  may   oppote 

f  themselves,  Love  will  find  out  the  way ;  and  H 

^K  is  not  wonderful  thai,  a  few  evening*  after  the 

^^1  commcncentpnt  of  our  story,  Ric.hanl  Ty«>n^ 

^H  young  and  active,  should  have  rowed  bin  little 

^^B  boat  up  the  river— have  moored  it  in  a  small 

^H  creek  belonging  to  the  wharf  of  which  we  b*v« 
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made  mention,  at  the  end  of  Master  AnthonjrNi 
garden — have  climlH-d  by  tliv  aid  uf  u  |>iU'  of 
timber  to  the  top  of  tlie  wall — have  leaped  down 
on  a  sloping  bank  of  turf,  which  reudered  the 
descent  safe  and  easy — and  finally  have  hidden 
himvelf  in  a  thicket  of  roses  and  honi-y suckle*, 
thi-n  in  full  bloom,  to  awuit  the  arrival  of  tlie 
lady  of  his  heart.  It  was  a  lovely  evening  in 
the  latter  end  of  May,  glowing,  dewy,  aitd 
fragrant  as  ever  the  nif:;htingnle  selected  for  the 
wooing  of  tlie  rose;  and  before  the  light  hod 
paled  in  the  went,  or  the  evening  star  glittered 
in  the  water,  Kiehurd's  heart  bent  high  within 
him  at  the  aound  of  a  light  footstep  and  the 
rustling  of  «  silken  robe.  She  was  alone— he 
was  sure  of  that — and  he  began  to  sing  in  a 
subdued  tone  m  few  words  of  a  cavalier  song 
which  had  been  (hv  signal  of  their  meetings 
long  ago,  wlitin,  little  more  than  boy  and  girl, 
tlte  aft*ection  to  which  they  hardly  dared  to  give 
a  name  had  grown  up  between  them  in  a  foreign 
lud-  He  sang  a  few  word>  of  tliat  air  which  had 
been  his  summons  at  Hru)i»elB  and  the  Hague, 
and  in  a  moment  (he  fair  Kosamond,  in  the  How- 


wUtr  had — *I1  rose  hetan  htr  a»  afar  1 
to  tiM  aaliciutkBtaf  berlonr.  **SbeaiiiU 
■pt  \mn  Matter  Anthaav! — ibe  wmU  nil 
tfflifcr  wHflf^rr 

•*Wka  7m  bw«.  Hi— ■uuJ.  that  tow  hd 
cv^ul  Botb^  fixed  fire-sncl-twcaty  at  the 
P«TiuJ  u  whicfa  70a  wen  ta 
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jority!  How  can  I  live  during  these  tedious 
years  of  NUsjNniiw  and  separation?  Have  ire 
not  already  been  too  lung  parted  f'  Comi:  with 
me,  swectent !     Uorae,  I  beseech  you  !" 

**  Wait,  then,  till  the  good  old  man  con- 
sents T 

"  And  that  will  l>e  never  !  Trifle  no  longer, 
dearest!" 

"  I  cannot  leave  Master  Antlmny !  (  cannot 
ittMuidoii  him  in  his  old  age  T  d 

And  yet  how  Richard  managed!.  Love  tnily 
knows  -,  but  before  the  twilight  darkened  intn 
night,  the  fair  Rosamond  was  seated  at  his  side, 
tx>wing  quickly  down  the  strrani  in  his  little 
boat  to  the  lonely  TislHrnnan'ti  hut,  about  a  mite 
fn»m  Belford,  where  swi/t  horses  and  a  trusty 
servant  waited  tlieir  arrival;  and  before  noon 
the  next  day  the  young  couple  were  married. 

The  power  of  the  Court,  in  nothing  more 
unscrupulously  exercised  than  in  the  nffiilrx  of 
wardships,  speedily  compelled  Master  Anthony 
to  place  KoMtmond's  fortune  unreser%'edly  in 
itthe  hands  of  her  husband,  and  the  excellent 
conduct  at  the  young  man  on  an  occasion  oot 
a   little   trying,   the  gratitude   with  which  be 
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acknowledged  the  good  management  of  ber 
offcndi-ti  guardian,  and  begged  him  (a  dictate 
hi*  own  lenns  as  to  t\w  s«tt]emenla  that  ehouJd 
be  made  upon  her,  and  to  nam«  hnnwlf  tht 
proper  trustee* — his  deep  personal  re«pect,  and 
earnest  entreaties  for  (ho  pardon  and  the  reooo- 
ciliation,  without  which  bis  wife's  happioesi  JJ 
would  be  iooompletc,— were  mich  as  might  hare 
mulliAed  a  hanii-r  iRurt  than  that  of  Mastrt 
Shairv.  That  he  continued  obdurate,  aroM 
chiefly  from  the  excess  of  his  past  fondnMi. 
In  the  course  of  his  long  life  he  had  fondlr 
toved  two  personii,  and  two  only^RoMntood 
and  her  mother.  The  marriage  of  the  first  had 
fallen  like  a  blight  upon  his  manhood,  hod 
withered  hh  afleclion*,  and  palsied  hia  cncrgie* 
in  middle  age ;  and  now  that  the  second  object 
of  his  tenderness,  the  charming  creature  whoOt 
for  her  own  sake  and  for  the  trmembranet 
of  his  early  passion,  he  had  loved  as  his  own 
daughri-r — now  that  she  had  forsaken  him,  he 
was  cofi«cious  of  a  bitterness  of  feeling,  a  vexed 
and  nngry  grief,  that  seemed  to  turn  hia  blood 
into  gall.     His  mind  settled  down  into  a  utern 
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•od  moodf  mctitnnit,  lo  wUdi   fiwgi»«pe»> 
■ewncJ  impoaaibk- 

RduiDotKl   f^rvcd   a*  aa   affectkuMte   ukl 
fn^tefu)  bcul  don  grievt:  over  Ux  ui|^r  of  her 
vcavraU«  guardUn ;  and  «be  grieved  the  laoiv 
because  ber  cooMieDcc  tc4d  her  that  hi*  di>- 
plcosurr,  however  cxcvmitc,  was  not  undncrvrd. 
She  that  had  been  so  repiniog  and  unthankful 
whilst  the  object  of  his  cares  and  the  inmate  of 
bis  maiuion,  dow  thought  of  the  good  old  man 
with  an  aching  gratitude,  •  yearning  (ender- 
nesa,  all  the  dnpvr   that  lhe«c  feeling*  were 
wlwlly   unavailing.     It  was  like   the  fond  re- 
lenting, the  too-late  repentance  with  which  we 
M)  often  bang  over  the  tomb  of  the  dettd,  re- 
tnentbering  all  their  pa»l  affection,  and  feeling 
how  little  we  dcMTved,  liow  inadetpiately  we 
acknowledged  it     Stern  a.t  he  was,  if  Mast«r 
Anthony    could   have  seen   into   Uotuimond'e 
biJM>n>,  as   she  walked   on  a  summer  evening 
beneath  the  great  lime-trees  (hat  overhung  the 
murmuring  Lotldon,  as  it  glided  by  her  own 
garden  at  Buniham  Manor,  reminding  her  of 
ihe  brij^t  and  silvery  Kcnnet,  and  of  the  per- 
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fumc^  flower'garden  by  the  Hif*h  Bridge^ 
could    he    at    such   a  moment  hare  read 
inmost  thoughts,  have  penetrated  into  her  moM 
bidden  feelings,  angry  ns  )w  wiw,  Master  Shave 
would  have  forgiven  her. 

This  (oiircc  of  regret  was,  however,  the  oA- 
lary  cloud,  the  iiingle  shadow  that  jwuKcd  ortr   I 
her  hnpjiinesH.     Richard  Tyscm  proved  exactly 
ihc  hu&haiul  that  she  had  anticipaied  frotn  hit 
conduct  and  character  as  a  lover.      AdvnntT 
had  done  for  him  what  it  had  failed  to  do  lor   f 
his  master,  and  hod  preparHl  him  to  enjor  hv 
present  blessings  with  thimkfulnes*  and  modtv 
ration.     Attached  to  the  ('ourt  by  ties  which  >l    J 
wan  impossible  to  break,   he  ycl  resisted  the    " 
temptation  of  carrying  his  young  and  beautiful 
wife  into  on  atmoipbcre  of  so  much  daogcr- 
She  lived  at  her  own  paternal  sent  of  Rumhra 
Manor,  and  he  spent  all  the  time  that  he  could 
spare  from  liis  ullicial  station  in  that  pleasant 
retirement  —  the    easy   distance    of  Bunihani 
(which  lay  about  six  or  svven  miles  east  of  Bel- 
ford)  from    London,  Windsor,   and  Hampton 
Court  rendering  the  union  of  his  public  duties 
and  his  domestic  pleasures  comparatively  easy. 
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So  three  y«*n  glided  happily  ««*v,  untrou> 

blod    except  by  an  occasional  ihou^t  of  htr 

pcMH-  old  guanliMi,  whonc  "  good  whtu  hiwd." 

and  |>a)e,  thuughtrnl  countenuee,  wauid  uA«b 

riite  unbtddeD  to  her  meniory.    Three  jemt*  bad 

elapsed,  and   KoBamoDd  was  now  tbg 

agtbcr  of  two  childrm ;  the  one  a  deHcaw  gM^ 

■bout  rourtceo  monihii  old ;  ibe  odter  i 

sturdy  hoy,  a  twtJvemoDtb    oldar,  to 

with  her  husband's  penniastoo,  she  bad 

the  naioe  of  Anthony,    'i'hat  idad 

abroad  on  a  nuMitm  of 

though  uf  littk-  ostenahlc  i 

the  Italian  cvurts ;  and  Urn  kiria^  wtft  i 

in  his  absence — n^oicad  erem  is  dm 

of  ita  duration — for  tbia  waa  ifca 

1665,  and   the   fearful    prm9rmr, 

Pla^«  of  London,  was  bowiBg  Bw  • 

over  thf  dnruted  aaiiMk 

This  is  not  tfat  plaer  ia 
^daodptioa  of  those  bomcis  : 

ttnooBfa  the  ■Mate  aad  i 
lives  of  IVpys  and  Erdym.  aaid  rite  I 
tumof  DaFoB.    la  thg4tftm^^l 
aedusioD,  iha  yooaf 

TOL.   III. 


p 


p 


p 


S18  SINAMOliU: 

nnnoun  of  that  ucmeodous  visilmtiao  of  ll 
dtrolcd  dtj,  and  daqnns  ber  children  to  htr 
hw«,  bleaoed  UatTen  Uut  ilwy  were  safe  in 
tbor  countrr  hooic,  and  that  tbcir  de&r  tmtba 
was  far  awaj.  Had  he  been  in  EagUiul — in 
Jjoodao  aneodJDg,  aa  was  the  dut^  of  bi*  aAc*. 
about  the  penoD  of  th«  King,  bow  could  tha 
poor  HoaamoDd  have  ntdurcd  such  a  tiiai  I 

A.  day  of  gnvrous  ina]  did  arrive,  altboo^ 
of  a  diffrreat  nature.  The  paiiic-«Iruck  fugv- 
ti*ct  who  fled  from  the  dtj  in  hopes  of  sbuo- 
ntog  the  di^ase,  brougbt  the  iofM^lioa  with 
lh«ni  iota  the  country  ;  and  it  was  soon  known 
in  [be  ItttUTiUagrof  Buinham,  tiiat  tbc  pla^e 
ragvd  in  Bvlfurd  :  the  mariiets,  they  said,  were 
deserted ;  the  (hop*  were  doted ;  visiters  and 
watchtDen  were  appoioled ;  the  laial  aom  wa* 
affixed  against  the  infected  houaes;  and  the  oaljr 
souodfl  heard  iu  ihote  once  busj  streets,  wtn 
the  tolling  of  the  brtl  hy  da;,  and  the  rumUio]; 
t^  the  dead-cart  hy  aight.  Loodoo  itwlf  was 
not  more  grievoualy  nsited. 

"  And  Master  Anthony }"  inquired   Rom- 
mond,  as  she  listened  with  hrcathlesa  horror  to 
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this  fearfbl  intdligetice  — "  Master  Anthony 
Shawe  ?" 

The  Answer  was  such  as  she  anticipated.  In 
that  deserted  tnwii  Master  Anthonv  was  every* 
where,  auccouring  the  sick,  comforting  the 
afflicted,  rcliering  the  poor;  he  alone  walked 
the  rtrc<t»  of  that  stricken  city  as  fearlessly  as 
if  he  bore  a  channcd  life. 

"  Comforting  and  relieving  others,  aiid  him- 
self deserted  and  alone  I"  exclaimed  Kosainocu], 
burstiDfc  into  a  flood  of  tears.  *'  God  bless 
him !  God  preserve  him  !" — "  If  he  should  die 
without  forgiving  me  !"  added  slie,  wringing  her 
hands  with  all  the  bitterness  of  a  grief  quick- 
ened hy  remorse — "  If  he  should  die  wilhoiit 
forgiving  me  l'"  And  Rosamond  wept  as  if  her 
very  heart  would  break. 

Better  hopes,  however,  soon  arose.  She  knew 
that  Master  Antliony,  singularly  skilful  in  al- 
most all  di«orderK,  had,  when  in  the  Levant, 
made  a  particular  study  of  the  fearful  pesti- 
lence that  was  now  raging  about  him ;  he  hod 
even  instructed  her  in  (be  symptoms,  the  prc- 
veutivea,  and  the  treatment  of  a  malady  frMn 
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vhicht  in  those  ri&ys,  l^odon  was  sdilom 
entirely  free;  and  above  all,  she  kocw  him  to 
have  «  confirmed  bclirf,  that  they  who  fear- 
lessly miitiMrred  to  the  nick,  wbu  did  ibeic 
duty  vith  proper  caution,  but  without  dxead, 
seldom  fell  victims  to  the  disocdcr.  RoMmcnd 
retuembcrvd  how  often  she  had  he*rd  hjni  ny 
that  "  a  godly  courage  was  the  besn  prrserv*- 
tive!*  She  remembered  the  wordx,  and  ihr 
assitred  yet  rcvereiil  look  with  which  he  spake 
them,  and  she  wiped  away  her  tears  and  wa* 
Pomforted. 

In  the  peaccTut  retirement  of  Bumham,  ooe 
of  the  small  Kccliidcd  Tillages  which  lie  alon^ 
the  course  of  the  Loddon,  remote  front  gntt 
roads, — a  pastoral  valley,  hidden  ax  it  werr 
amoiigxt  itH  own  rSch  woodlands;  in  this  caln 
seclusion  she  and  tier  ehildrvn  and  her  house- 
hold were  as  safe  as  if  the  pe«tilencc  had  nem 
visited  England,  All  her  anxieties  turned, 
therefore,  towards  Bolford ;  and  Reuben  Speooc, 
ST)  old  and  faithful  servant,  who  hud  lived  with 
her  mother  before  her  marriage,  and  had 
Master  Anthony  all  hi«  life,  oontrived  to 
cure  her  daily  tidingK  of  hit  welfare. 


1  known    I 
to  pro-   I 
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For  some  time  tbrsc  reports  were  suffictratly 
MtisfMlory  :  be  vttu,  Ntill  seen  iibout  the 
Ktnwts  on  liifi  crramls  of  merey.  But  one  even- 
injr  Reuben,  on  his  return  from  bi«  uuial 
inquiries,  hedtated  to  appear  before  hU  Udy, 
and,  when  he  did  attend  her  repeated  mm- 
nicHis,  wore  a  face  of  >uch  dismay  tlial, 
struck  with  a  sure  presage  of  evil,  RoMiilond 
«xclaiiiM-d  with  des|)crute  calniwUf  '*  He  is 
dead  !  I  can  l>ear  it.  TeU  me  at  once.  U«  u 
tiead?" 

Reuben  hastened  to  assure  her  that  abe  was 
tnittaken — that  Master  Anthony  wa*  not  dcaii ; 
but  in  answer  to  htrr  eager  inc|uiries  he  was  com- 
pellMl  to  answer,  that  he  was  said  to  be  smit- 
ten with  the  disorder,  that  tlic  faul  sign  was  on 
the  door,  and  that  there  were  rumour*,  for  ibc 
truth  of  which  he  could  not  take  ufjon  himsdf 
to  Touch,  of  plunder  ui«I  abanilonment,— that 
m  irustrd  servant  was  said  to  have  robbed  the 
o4d  man  and  then  deserted  him,  and  that  he 
livho  Itad  been  during  this  visitation  the  minis- 
tering angel  of  the  town  was  now  left  to  die 
'oegUcted  and  alone. 

"  Alone  t— but  did  I  not  leave  bim  ?  Aban- 
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donrd  I— <licl  twt  I  abandon  him  ?  Orftdoui 
Oud !  direct  me,  and  proti-ct  those  poor  inno- 
cents!" cried  Rosamond,  gluudng  on  htf  chil- 
dren ;  and  Uieii  ordering  tter  palfrey  to  be  hukU- 
ready,  she  tore  herself  from  the  sleeping  infants, 
wrote  a  brief  letter  to  her  husband,  and  &tl«w 
ring  by  an  imusual  exertion  of  authority  the 
affectionate  rvntoiiNtraiiocit  of  Iter  houseliold. 
who  all  jruented  but  too  truly  the  place  of  her 
defitiaatioD,  E«t  forlh  on  the  road  to  Belford, 
accompanied  by  old  Reuben,  who  ia  vain 
assured  her  (hat  slic  was  riskiiif;  her  life  to  do 
purjMiw,  for  that  tlie  walditnaii  would  let  no 
one  enter  un  infected  house. 

"  Alas  !"  rq)iied  RoMnionil,  "  did  1  not 
leave  that  bouM-  ?  I  sbal)  find  no  dilliculty  in 
entering.'" 

Accordingly  she  directed  her  course  through 
the  by-laneH  lending  to  the  ol<l  ruins,  and  then, 
stopping  short  at  the  Abbey  Bridge,  dismiued 
her  faithful  attendant,  who  cried  Ukc  a  child 
on  parting  from  his  fair  mistress,  and  follow- 
ing the  course  of  the  river,  reached  the  wdl- 
known  timber  wharf,  and  scaling  with  some 
little  difficulty  the   wall  over  which   her  own 
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Richard  had  assislcd  her  8o  fondly  upwurda 
of  three  years  before,  found  herself  oiice  uguin 
in  Master  Antltony's  pleasant  garden. 

What  a  <leM)liitioii  I  wluit  a  change !  It 
was  now  the  middle  of  September,  and  for 
many  weeks  the  over-grown  herbs  and  flowers 
had  been  left  nngathered,  unwatercd,  iinteiided. 
tuicarvd  for;  mi  that  nil  locJced  wild  and  wither- 
ed, neglet;ted  and  det-nyecl.  The  foot  of  nion  too 
had  been  there  trampliDg  and  treading  down. 
The  genius  of  Destruction  seemed  hovering; 
over  the  place.  Alt  around  the  house,  the  gar- 
den, the  river,  the  town,  was  silent  as  death  ;  the 
only  nign  of  human  habitaliun  hhk  one  glim- 
mering light  in  the  upper  window  of  a  humble 
dwelling  acnM«  the  water,  when-  nomc   poor 

I  wreleh  lay,  perhaps  at  that  very  moment  in  his 
Iniit  ftgoniM.  Kxcept  that  one  small  taper,  all 
was  dark  and  still ;  not  a  leaf  stirred  in  the 

'  night-wind  ;  the  very  air  was  hushed  and  heavy, 
and  Nature  herself  sccracd  at  pause. 

^H       llosaniond  lingered  a  moment  in  llteganlon, 

^^  awestruck  with  the  desolation  of  the  scene.  She 
th«n  applied  herself  to  iho  task  of  gathering 
such  annnatic  herbs  as  were  nckufwd  poverful 
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against  infection;  Tor  tlic  l>appy  wire. 
tender  tnothcr.  kovw  well  llie  value  of  Ute  life 
that  she  risked.  Poor  uld  Keubetii  her  failb- 
ful  nvrvaiit,  proved  that  he  aUo  was  coiisdoiu 
how  precious  waa  that  life.  Su&pecting  theit 
defltination,  be  had  packed  in  a  liulc  basket  sueb 
perfumes  and  cordials,  and  fragrant  g^ims,  as  he 
thought  roost  likely  to  prt-scrve  his  fair  mistreu 
from  the  dreaded  malady;  andwhi-ii  rcluctaDll; 
obeying  her  commands,  and  |iurting  from  het 
at  the  Abbey  Bridge,  he  had  put  the  basket  into 
her  almost  unconscious  hand,  together  with  a 
light  which  he  had  procured  at-  a  cottaj^  by 
the  wayside. 

ToucliL-d  by  the  old  man's  aSectionaie  care. 
which  while  gathering  the  herbs  slie  hod  first 
discovered,  HoMiinutid  proceeded  up  the  atepe 
to  lier  own  old  chamber.  The  door  wag  ajw, 
and  the  state  of  the  little  apartment,  its  o)M-nnl 
drawers  and  plundered  ornaments,  told  too 
plainly  that  tlie  va^c  ocouunt  which  by  sane 
indirect  and  untraceable  channel  had  reached 
Reuben  was  actually  true :  that  the  trusted 
housekeeper  had  rolibcil  her  indulgent  muMer, 
incited,  it  may  be,  by  the  cu[ndity  of  that  trying 
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fidur,  wbni  rvnr  bad  iapdbe  <f»w>e  intu 
action  under  the  onnrcml  dnnanliaalitai ;  llut 
thi>  unc!«r-drudgef  had  other  jatood  her  to  tbe 
robbery,  or  had  Bed  from  tfae  daapr  of  odo- 
tftgioo  tinder  the  influeoce  of  a  baw  and  «elfikb 
fear;  aitd  that  her  TRkcrabIc g^uardtan  «aa  aban- 
doned, as  w  maaj  othen  had  been,  to  the 
mercy  of  ntae  brutal  watcbmao,  «bo»c  only 
care  wxs  to  examine  ooce  or  twice  a  day  whether 
the  wretch  whaK  door  be  guarded  were  stiU 
alhre,  and  to  report  his  death  to  the  proper 
autboritiefl. 

All  thb  passed  through  Rosamoncrs  mind 
witli  a  loathing  alihorrmce  of  tW  rile  ingrati- 
tude which  had  Icfft  him  who  had  in  the  early 
stage  of  the  pestilence  been  the  guardian  nngc] 
of  the  place,  to  perish  alone  and  unsuccoured. 
"  But  did  not  I  desert  him  !"  exclaimed  she 
aloud  in  the  bitterness  of  her  heart.  "  IMd  not 
I  abandon  him  !  —  I,  whom  he  loved  so  well !" 
And  immediately,  attracted  |>erltiips  by  the 
sound,  which  proved  that  some  person  was  near 
him,  a  feeble  voice  called  faintly  for  *'  water." 

With  nervous  haste  Rosamond  filled  a  juf; 
and   hurried    to  the  small  chamber  —  Matter 
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Aiitbony'sown  chamber — from  whence  the  Toice 
praceedeti.  Th«  old  man  lay  on  the  floor, 
dressed  as  if  just  relumed  from  walking,  hb 
while  bend  bitr\>  aud  htn  fncc  nearly  hidden  bv 
one  arm.  He  Htill  called  faintly  for  water,  and 
drank  eagerly  at  the  liquid  as  she  raised  thai 
venerable  head  and  held  the  jug  to  his  lips; 
then,  exhausted  with  tlie  effort,  he  Mink  Iwek 
on  the  pillow  that  xbe  placed  for  him  ;  and  hit 
anxious  attendant  proceeded  to  examine  hi^ 
countenance,  and  to  seek  on  his  hrcsst  and  wrist 
for  the  terrible  plague-s]>ol,  the  fatal  sjf^  of 
tite  disorder. 

No  such  sign  was  there.     Again  and  agiiii 

did  Rtmunond  gaxe,  wiping  away  bor  tenn,— 

look   nearchingly  on  that  pate  benevolent  face, 

and  inspect  the  bosom  and  the  arui-     Again 

and   again  did   slie  feel  the  feeble  pul$e  and 

listeti  to  the  faint  breathing;— again  and  again 

did  she  wipe  away  her  lean)  of  joy.     It  wac 

exhaustion,  inanition,  fatigue,  weakness,  age; 

it  wa«  even  sickness,  heavy  sjckness,  — but  not 

the  sickness — not  the  plague. 

*     Oh,  how   Rosamond  wept  and  jirayed,  and 

blessed  God  for  his  mercies  during  that  night'* 
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watching  t  Her  venerable  patient  tdept  calmly 
— «lcpt  as  if  he  knew  that  one  whom  he  loved 
was  beixJing  over  him  ;  and  even  in  sleep  his 
aniendnicnl  was  perccptiblci  —  his  pulse  was 
Htrtinger,  hit  brcotliing  more  free,  and  n  ;^nile 
dew  ttrose  on  hi»  \>a\e  forehead. 

As  morning  ditwned — that  dawning  which 
in  a  tdck  room  is  ofl<^n  no  very  sad,  hut  which  to 
Rosamond  seemed  full  of  hope  and  life, —  at 
ntortiing  dawned,  the  good  old  man  awoke  an<l 
called  again  for  drink.  Turning  aside  her  face, 
she  offered  him  h  reviving  cordial.  He  timk  it ; 
and  as  he  gave  hack  the  eup  to  her  trembling 
hand,  he  knew  th&t  fair  and  dimpled  hand,  and 
the  grace  of  that  light  figure:  although  her 
face  was  concealed,  ho  knew  her : — "  Rosa- 
mond !     It  i(  my  Roitamoiid  !" 

"  Oh  !  Master  Anthony  !  —dear  Master  An- 
thony !  Blessings  on  you  for  that  kind  wurcl! 
It  IB  your  own  Rosamond  !  Forgive  her  !^ 
pray  forgive  her!  —  forgive  your  own  poor 
child!" 

And  the  blessed  tears  of  reconciliation  fell 
fast  from  the  eyes  of  both.  Never  had  Matter 
Anthony  known  so  soft,  so  gentle^  so  tender  a 
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mixture  of  affection  and  gratitude.  Never  had 
Rouunoiid,  in  all  the  joyit  of  virtuous  love, 
taMvd  of  a  felicity  to  cxquiute  and  mo  pure. 

Ill  the  courae  of  that  inormng,  the  ^ood  old 
Reuben,  following,  in  spite  of  her  prohibition. 
the  track  of  his  bt^ovod  niiNtnnHt,  made  his  way 
inlu  Master  &hawe'»  dwelling,  acooinpatiiol  by 
a  poor  widow  whose  son  bad  been  cured  by  hti 
skill,  and  who  came  to  offer  her  wrviccs  as  bis 
attendant :  and  in  less  than  «  forloight  the 
whole  |wrly,  well  and  happy,  wer«  assembled 
in  the  great  hall  of  Bunihain  Manor ;  Master 
Anthony  with  bis  young  oamesoke  ou  bis  knee, 
and  Richard  Tyson,  returned  from  hiti  embassy, 
dandling  and  tossing  the  lovely  little  girl,  whom 
they  all,  cspeeially  her  venerable  guardian,  pro- 
nounced 10  be  the  very  image  of  bis  own  fair 
Kusauioud. 
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Okk  of  my  earliest  recollections  in  Brifon) 
wita  of  un  aged  and  miserable-looking  little  man, 
yellow,  withered,  meagre  and  bent,  who  was 
known  by  erery  boy  in  th«  place  a*  nld  David 
Dykes,  and  had  been  popularly  di.'ttinguitihed 
by  that  cpitbct  for  twenty  years  or  more, 
'i'herc  was  not  so  wretched  an  object  in  the 
town  ;  and  liis  abode  (Far,  destitute  pauper  aa 
be  seemed,  he  actually  had  a  habitation  to 
himsdf)  waa  still  more  forlorn  and  deplorable 
Ihan  bis  personal  appcnnincc. 

The  hovel  in  which  he  lived  was  the  amall- 
eiit,  dirtirxt,  dingicHt,  and  moat  ruinoiis,  of  a 
row  of  dirty,  dingy,  ruinous  bouses  gradu* 
ally  diminishing  in  lieight  and  siic,  and  run> 
Ding  down  tlie  centre  of  the  Butia,  which  at 
one  end  was  divided  into  two  narrow  sireeta 
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rendfT ;  and  then  apun  the  way  in  which,  half< 
an-hour  aftcrwardn,  lie  would  caJot<^  lh«  dupe 
with  «  xhilling  into  buying  at  five  hundred  per 
c«nt.  profit  wh«l  he  had  junt  purchased  of  tht 
dupe  without  one, — might  have  read  a  teaiton  in 
the  ••dence  of  bargain -making  to  all  Monmouth- 
street. 

At  ttuch  a  moment  th«re-waa  a  wlf-satisfied 
chuckle  in  ihe  old  wrinklvd  chevks,  n  twinkle  in 
the  keen  grey  eyes  which  peered  up  (hrougli  th« 
old  spectacles  and  the  shaggy  grey  eye-brown, 
«nd  m  clutch  of  delight  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  long,  lean,  trembling  fingcrt  cloxed  over  the 
money,  which  went  vwy  far  to  counteract  the 
impreaaion  produced  by  his  wretched  appear- 
ance. At  the  moment  of  a  nucocssful  deal, 
when  he  had  gained  a  little  dirty  pelf  by  cheat- 
ing to  riglit  and  left,  i5r*t  the  miserable  seller, 
then  the  Mmple  purchaser — at  such  a  moment 
nobody  could  miittakc  Jlavid  Dyki.'s  fen-  an 
object  of  citarily.  His  very  garments  (the  re- 
fund of  hi*  Hhop,  which  even  his  ingenuity  could 
not  ooas  any  one  else  into  purchasing)  assumed 
an  air  of  ragged  triumph ;  and  hi»  old  wig,  the 
only  articU  of  luxury—that  i«  to  say,  tlie  only 
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unnccwMU-y  )>Jece  of  clothing  about  him, — Ihjit 
vcncraUe  scratch  oo  which  there  was  luurdiv 
hair  enough  left  to  tell  the  colour,  actually 
bristled  up  with  ddtght.  Poor  for  a  cer- 
bdnty  David  was;  but  it  was  poverty  of 
mind,  and  not  of  circumfltaooea.  The  man 
wax  a  miser. 

This  fact  was  of  course  perfectly  well  known 
to  all  hift  neighbours ;  aitd  lo  ibi*  recognired 
and  undi-niablv  fnilh  was  added  a  strong  sus- 
picion that,  in  spite  of  his  sordid  traffic  and 
apparently  petty  gains,  Pavid  Dykes  was  not 
only  ft  miser,  but  a  ricli  miser. 

He  had  lieen  the  son  of  a  uuall  farmer  in 
the  m^ghbourhood  of  Bolford,  and  appr«^ticed 
to  a  watchmaker  ■»  (he  (own;  aiid  when,  on 
the  death  of  his  parents,  bis  elder  brother  bad 
succeeded  to  the  lea^  and  btock,  be,  just  out 
of  bis  time,  had  employed  the  small  portion 
of  money  which  fell  to  his  lot  in  purchasing 
and  furnishing  the  identical  sliop  in  Middle- 
row,  in  which  be  liad  continued  ever  since, 
and  being  a  clever  workman,  and  abundantly 
humMe  and  punctual,  speedily  obtuned  a  very 
fair  share  of  employment,  as  the  genera)  cleaner 
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and  r«pQireT  of  clovkx  and  watvheii  for  balf>a< 
dozen  miles  ruuitd.  'i'o  this  he  soon  added  his 
successful  traffic  in  second-hand  clothes  and 
other  articles ;  and  whn)  it  is  vonxidiTcd  th«t  for 
nearl^v  sixty  years  he  )ud  never  been  known  to 
miu  earning  a  penny,  nr  to  incur  the  most  tri- 
fling expense,  it  may  be  conceded  that  they  who 
au^^Mcd  him  writ  to  do  in  the  world,  were  pro- 
bably not  much  out  in  (heir  calculations. 

His  only  comfianion  wa&  a  6erce  and  faithful 
raaslifi*dog,  one  of  dear  Margaret  Lane's  army 
of  pensioners.  David  had  begged  Boxer  of  her 
liushnnd  when  n  puppy;  and  Stepiien,  then  u 
young  mull,  and  always  gcKxl-nutureil  and 
unwilling  to  refusie  a  ndghbour,  bestowed  the 
high-blooded  aninml  upon  him  with  auch  stipu- 
lations as  to  care  and  food,  as  cvincwl  hi«  per- 
fect kiwwledgc  of  the  watch maker'ii  character. 
"  Mind,'"  said  Stephen,  "  that  you  fci-d  that 
pup  well.  Don't  think  to  starve  him  as  you 
do  yourself,  for  he's  been  used  to  good  keep, 
ao<l  so  have  his  father  and  mother  before  him ; 
and  if  you  Ve  got  a  notiwi  in  your  head  of  hi» 
l>etng  able  to  live  as  you  live,  «p<m  a  jxitato 
a  day,  why  1  give  you  fair  wuiung  that  he 
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won't  »titiul  it.  Feed  him  pmperlv.  >iul  liell 
be  a  faithful  frirad,  and  take  care  of  yoiir  shoji 
and  your  money  :  but  no  »tarvattoi)  !"  And 
David  proiniited,  intending  perha|M  to  keep 
his  word.  But  bia  nottans  of  good  feed  "erf 
io  different  from  Boxer's,  that  Stephen's  mi«- 
givinf^  were  completely  realised.  The  poor 
puppy,  ha^^aril  anil  empty,  found  his  way 
to  hii  old  niaKtcr'x  yard,  and  catching  sight  of 
Mrs.  Lane,  crept  towards  her  and  crouched 
down  at  her  feet,  looking  so  piteousty  in  hrr 
face,  and  licking  the  hand  with  which  At 
putted  hi»  rough  hnnctit  liead  w  imploringly, 
that  Margaret,  who  never  coutd  bear  to  »ee 
any  sort  of  creature  in  any  distrc&s  that  Ae 
could  relieve,  immediately  fetched  him  a  dinner, 
and  stood  by  whilst  he  ate  it ;  and,  somehow 
or  other,  a  tacit  compact  cnniied  between  Iter 
and  Boxer,  that  he  ^wuld  live  with  David 
Oykc-K — who,  except  in  Uie  matter  of  starvii^, 
waa  A  kind  master, — and  come  every  day  to  h« 
to  be  fed.  And  so  it  was  settled,  to  the  general 
^aliarf'action  of  all  parties. 

Boxer  therefore  continued  the  watchmaker') 
companion — his  only  companion  :  for  altlioiigli 
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put  into  lier  nitiulh — was  glad  cnougb  of  ttie 
riddnuve.  Old  as  he  was,  lii»  hnbitK  were  lo« 
lunely  and  iinsoHal.  too  |x-cuUar  mid  t<w  inde- 
pcndvut  of  tlic  M:rvic«>  of  others,  to  find  any 
eotnforl  in  attendance  and  company.  To  save 
half  all  inch  of  candle  by  going  to  bed  in  the 
dark,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  soap  by 
w&shing  his  own  linen  without  that  uiuaj  coni- 
inanion  of  the  wash-tub;  lo  borrow  a  needle 
and  beg  a  bit  of  thread,  and  mend  with  bis  own 
hjtiidfi  hiK  own  stockings  or  bis  own  shirt ;  to  sew 
on  tiiv  kiieesof  his inexprcssiblcsa  button  totally 
unlike  the  rest,  — a  ntetol  button,  for  instance, 
wlicu  the  others  were  bone,— or  a  bit  of  oIivl- 
coloured  tape  when  the  companion  pteoe  had 
once  been  drab;  to  patch  his  old  brown  coat 
with  a  bit  of  old  black  cloth  ;  to  dout  his  old 
h)ioi»  with  a  piece  of  leather  picked  up  in  the 
atreels  i — to  save  money,  in  short,  by  any  i»f 
those  contrirances  and  drriees  which  the  world 
calls  most  sordid,  had  to  him  an  inexpressible 
savour.  There  was  a  chuckle  of  iiicflable  mtis> 
faction  when  he  had  by  such  means  avoided  the 
expenditure  of  twopence;  which  proves  that 
avarice    has    its    pleasures    high    to    de^rat^ 


OLD    DXV1D   DTXB&'  Wf 

although  k>v  in  iuDd.  His  delight  in  nuking 
a  good  bargain  was  of  tbe  nme  oalure,  aad 
perhaps  mor»  exquisite,  since  the  pride  of  mc- 
re«sful  running  was  added  to  (he  gntificalion 
nf  accumulation.  A  rite  in  ibr  Thrvo  per  Cent«. 
vas  a  lest  positive  dcJight,  since  it  was  da*bcd 
with  a  cuiuiderable  portion  of  anxiety;  for  if 
Oonsola  roue  one  dav,  they  might  fall  the  next. 
But  the  joy  of  all  joys,  tbe  triumph  of  nil  tri- 
umphs,  was  on  bis  half-yeariy  journeys  to  LoO' 
don,  accomplished  partly  on  foot,  partly  by  a 
cast  in  ■  can  or  wnggnn  IwKtowcd  on  him  for 
charity,  and  partly  by  a  uxpenny  ride  on  the 
outside  of  a  coach.  Then,  whm  firM  reccivmff 
and  then  buying  in  his  dividends,  and  looking 
on  his  bank-n>«-ipts  (those  little  bits  of  paper 
which  replace  no  sliHbbily  tbe  tangible  riches — 
the  gold  and  precious  stones  which  gavu-  such 
goi^Heousneu  to  tbe  delights  of  avarice,  ns  re- 
presented in  ibe  old  poets,) — then  he  felt,  in  its 
fullest  extent,  the  highest  ecstasy  of  which  u 
miser  is  capable. 

From  the  amount  of  these  accumittations, 
successful  s{)cculationK  in  loans  or  the  money- 
nutrket  mutt  have  aided  his  scrapings  and  sav* 
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ingt.  Meeting  hitn  ut  the  Bunk,  Stephen  Lane 
iHKaincsccidenKtlly  acquainted  with  the  amount, 
and  rcmunctratnl  with  his  usual  good-huinour- 
ed  fraikknefls  on  his  not  allowing  hiiUKlf  the 
romforts  ho  could  so  well  aSbrd.  "  Wail,'*  n- 
jdied  Dnvid,  "  till  it  mounts  to  another  plum, 

and   then  !" Wait !    and   he   was   already 

turtiedof  eighty ! 

tor  whom  this  fortune  was  destined,  the 
owner  himself  would  haTc  found  il  difficult  to 
fay.  HiK  brother  had  long  been  dead,  and  hU 
brother's  ton.  The  only  survivor  of  the  family 
w«K  his  grandnepliew  iind  namvsakci  a  young 
David  Dykv»,  who  left  tin-  palrrnal  (arm  and 
m;!  up  a  xhowy  haiierdaiher't  shop  in  BvUorri. 
A  showy  young  man  he  was  himself;  twtdi 
iq>eculating,  adYcnturoua,  plausible :  with  u 
anr&ce  of  good  humour  and  a  substratum  of 
selfishness. 

"  He  11  turn  out  a  Bpcndlhrifl,^'  obserrnl  one 
day  David  the  elder  to  our  friend  Stephen 
I<aae. 

"  Or  a  miser,"  replied   the  butcher  doubu 
ingly. 
«We  shall  •oe,"  rejoined  David,  '*  whether 
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he '11  take  up  llie  20i  bill  I  taslied  for  him, — 
Hk  first  bill  I  ever  caslied  fur  aiiyhody." 

,Ad(I  as  the  gi'Hiid nephew  did  not  take  up  the 
bill,  the  grand  uncle,  provoked  al  havinj;  been, 
for  the  firm  lime  in  his  life,  overreached,  iii- 
).t«iilly  arrenled  him ;  mid  other  credilors  puur- 
iogin,  he  waa  coofiticd  in  Helford  gaol^  with  no 
other  chaDCc  of  release  ihau  the  Insolvent  Act 
and  thv  conscioiuuess  of  having  irreparably  c^- 
fended  his  old  relation. 

Our  mitkcr,  on  his  part,  thought  of  nothing  m) 
much  a»  of  replacing  the  twenty  pounds;  re- 
doubting  for  this  purpose  his  industry,  his  al>- 
steniiouBnessi  cuhI  his  savings  of  every  RorL  It' 
WM  a  hard  winter;  but  he  allowed  himoclf  nei^ 
(hvr  fire  nor  candle,  nor  meat  nor  beer,  living; 
as  Boxer  and  the  hoiisckecper  had  refused  to 
lire,  OD  water  An<l  ijotuloes.  Accordingly,  od 
ofie  frotty  morning,  the  wtttchmnker  was  mi«»t^ 
in  his  accustomed  haunts — the  shop  was  uiw 
opened — Boxer  was  heard  bowling  within  the 
IwUM.  and  on  breaking  open  the  door  the 
poor  old  man  wa&  found  dead  in  bis  miserable 
bed. 
-i^o.  will  could,  be  diiKovcrod  i  and  the  kins- 
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mail  whom  he  h»d  cbumkI  lo  be  arrested,  the 
only  fKTSon  whom  (tlioroughlv  bannleis  luid 
kindly  in  liis  general  feeling)  he  had  perhapt 
ever  diBliked  in  his  life,  canio  in  m  bdr-at- 
law  for  hii  immense  (cn-tuni:  and  all  his  po». 
veiHUona,  —  except  our  friend  Boxer,  who 
wisely  betook  himself  to  hi«  oM  rcfugr  tbr 
butcher's  yard,  and  hi*  old  protectreM  Mar- 
garet Lane. 

David  Dykes  the  younj^r  realized  his  grand- 
uiK'Ie's  predictions  by  getting  through  his  for- 
tune with  incredible  despatch ;  asatstM)  in  that 
meritoriuuH  ]tnrpoKr  by  every  puntuit  that  ever 
has  been  devised  for  t.pe«tling  a  traveller  on  the 
Road  to  Ruin,  and  aided  by  the  very  worst  com- 
pany ill  town  and  country'.  Horses,  hounds,  csr- 
riugfis,  the  gaming-table,  and  the  turf,  had  each 
a  .iliare  in  his  undoing;  and  the  nmsummation 
was  at  last  reserved  for  a  contested  election, 
which  lie  lost  on  the  i^ame  day  that  his  principal 
ganibting  companion  ran  away  with  a  French 
opera-dancer,  who  bad  rondcKcended  to  mdde 
in  his  house,  lo  wear  his  jewels,  and  to  speiKl 
hi>  money. 

Timon  of  Atheits  bwl  tH^er  more  cause  to  turn 
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misaiillirope ;  but  misanthropy  was  too  noble  a 
(liH-ase  to  ruo  in  the  Djrkre'  blood — their  turn 
was  difTcivnt. 

No  looner  wa*  our  prodigal  completely  ruin- 
ed, tliaii  he  viiidtcul«l  Stephen  Lano's  know- 
ledge of  cluiracti-r ;  for,  having  sp<^nt  und  m)U1 
everything  except  the  hovel  in  which  the 
money  was  accuniuluted,  and  which  in  hii 
prosperity  bad  been  overlooked  as  too  mean 
an  object  for  the  hammer  of  tlie  auctioneer,  he 
came  buck  to  BelfortI,  like  the  Heir  of  Lynne 
to  his  ruined  Orange,  eslnhltshed  himself  in 
that  identical  old- clothes-shop,  and  found  there, 
not  indeed  a  hoard  of  gold,  not  a  second  ready- 
made  fortune,  hut  the  power  of  ama§aing  one  by 
thrift  and  industry. 

There  he  may  be  seen  any  day,  btiying,  selling 
and  bartering,  in  much  such  a  pntehe<l  suit  as  hix 
utKle's,  wiggcd  and  spectacled  like  him, — I  won't 
answer  for  the  identity  of  the  wig,  but  the  specta. 
cles  muKt  have  licen  the  very  »an)e  pair  which  for- 
merly adorned  the  nose  of  the  original  Puvid, 
— just  as  saving,  as  itcraping,  as  humble,  as  in- 
du»1riuu.i,  and,  to  »um  up  alt,  a&  miserly  as  his 
predecessor  ;  looking  as  lean,  as  shrivelled,  as 
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"No,  Victor!  weshaU 
ftvl  that  convictkn  bamt    ia   apoa 
hearL     W«  pun  dow  far  the  !■■  ti 
are  returning  to  joar  own  bcmtifal  F 
your  tiamly,  to  year 
ram  hts  prison,  an  mie 
ay,  fortunate,  and  bapfir  — 
|rou  have  to  thiuk  of  the  poor  Jaw  ?* 
'■  You  fcr^i  Jane,  that  I  an  ifa« 
chief  at  war  with  all  Earopr.  aad 
ring  Koglond,  I  shall  be 
IFgtit  fresh  battles  agiaiiut 
-It  is  my  only  consolitiaa  thai  tlw 
Dy  exchange  forbid  my  being 
your  countrymen.     I  go, 
ouDter  the  temptations  tA 
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**  Tbe  heroic  hanisliipt>,  the  exciting  daogen 
that  you  lore  «>  well !  Bv  it  so.  Battle,  vi^ 
lory,  peril,  or  death,  on  the  oiie  hand  ; — on  tbe 
(>th«r,  tlie  grace«  and  the  hlandiKhmentK,  the 
talent*  iind  the  beauty  of  your  lovely  country- 
wotnen  t  ^\''hat  chanc«  is  there  that  I  ahoulid 
be  remembered  either  id  the  turmoil  of  «  can- 
pK^,  OF  the  gaiety  of  a  t-opilal  ?  You  *i\\ 
think  of  me  (if  indi-cd  you  should  ever  tliink  of 
nie  at  all)  but  a»  n  part  of  the  gloomieU  tceiie* 
and  the  nirnl  cloudy  dayH  of  your  extateDee. 
Ab  Belford  contrasted  with  l*ari»,  so  sliall  I 
seem  when  placed  in  competition  nilb  some  fur 
Parisian.  Ko,  \''ictor !  we  part,  and  I  feel 
that  we  part  for  ever  I" 

"  Cruel  and  unjust  1     Shall  ^oti  forget  mm  .'" 

"No!  To  remember  «bcn  hope  ii  gooe, 
ic  the  melancholy  pririkge  of  woman-  Forget 
you'     Oh  lluit  I  could  f  r 

"  Well  then,  Jaiw,  my  own  Jane,  put  an  end 
at  oDce  to  these  dmibt*,  to  thete  >u»|Nt'ionA. 
Come  with  me  to  France,  to  my  home,  &ly 
mother  it  not  rich  ; — I  am  one  of  Nap«ilcon's 
jKiorcst  c-nplainB ;  but  he  has  deigned  to  notice 
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toe ; — my  promotion,  if  life  be  Hpnivd  to  me,  is 
assured  ;  ati<)  in  th«  mean  ti»i«,  we  hutv  enougli 
for  competence,  for  btppineas.  Come  with  me, 
my  own  Jsne-^you  whose  allection  Ims  been 
my  only  comfort  during  two  years  of  cap- 
tivity, come  and  sliarc  ihe  joys  of  my  release  ! 
Nothing  can  be  easier  tlmn  your  fli^^ht.  No 
one   Mifl|»ect3  our  attachmenL      Your    father 

•U^ ."  .!(1# 

,  iM^And  you  would  have  me  abandou  him! 
mc,  his  only  child  !  Alas !  Victor,  if  I  were  to 
desert  Iiiiii  in  his  old  nf^,  could  /  ever  sleep 
again?  tio!  I  am  rightly  punished  for  n love 
which,  prejudiced  a.s  he  in  against  your  nation, 
1  knew  that  he  would  condemn.  It  is  Gt  that 
a  clandeBtioc  attachment  should  end  in  deeola- 
tioa  and  misery.  Go  I  but  oh,  dearest,  ulk  no 
inon  of  my  accompanying  you ;  sAy  no  more 
that  you  will  return  to  claim  me  nt  the  peace: 
both  are  alike  iuiposfiblc.  0«,  and  be  hufipy 
with  some  younger,  fairer  woman  !  Go,  and 
SorgcX  the  poor  Jane !"  And  so  saying,  she 
gently  diseiignged  iirr  hand,  which  was  t/lasped 
in  both  his,  and  passcrd  i|uickly  from  the  little 
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g«rdei)  where  they  stood  into  the  housr,  where, 
for  fear  of  discovery,  Victor  dnr«d  not  ftfllow  her. 

This  dialogue,  which,  by  the  way,  wax  held 
not  as  I  lutve  given  it,  in  Euglish,  but  in  rapid 
and  ptisMonate  French,  took  place  at  the  cloee 
of  a  Xovember  evening  in  the  autumn  of  1808. 
between  a  young  officer  of  the  Imperial  Array, 
on  parole  in  Belford,  and  Jaikc  Lanhatn,  the 
only  daughter,  the  tmly  surviving  child  of  old 
John  Lanhani,  a  oom-chaDdler  in  the  towa. 

^'^ictor  d'Aubcrval,  the  ofllccr  in  qucstJoa, 
wat)  a  young  man  of  good  education,  coaader- 
sble  talent,  and  a  lively  and  ardent  chitracier. 
He  had  b«en  sent  ait  a  favour  to  Belfnrd,  toge- 
ther with  four  or  five  naval  officers,  with  whom 
our^rane  militaire  had  little  in  common  beu'des 
his  country  and  his  misfortunes ;  and  although 
incotnparahly  belter  off  tlian  those  of  his  com' 
patriotes  at  Norman  Cross  and  elsewhere,  wito 
winced  their  leisure  and  relieved  tlieir  necessj. 
tie«  by  cutting  dominoes  and  other  knick-knackt 
out  of  bone,  and  omameiitiDg  luskels  and  boxes 
with  flowers  and  landscapes  coinpoMct  of  colour- 
ed  straw,  yet,  Ix-ing  wholly  unnoticed  by  the 
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iahabitaols  uf  the  town,  «»(1  obligitl,  from  (lie 
difficulty  of  obtaining  remittanceft,  tu  practi^ 
occasionally  a  very  severe  economy,  he  would 
certainly  have  become  a  victim  to  lliv  English 
maludy  with  a  French  name,  styled  enitui,  Ijad 
lie  ikot  been  preserved  from  that  uilamity  by 
fulling  into  the  disease  of  all  cliniattMt,  ealU-d 
love. 

i„,.Judg^ng  mer«ly  from  outward  cireuinstancos, 
no  one  vould  seem  less  likely  to  eaptiviitc  the 
handsome  and  brilliant  Frenchman  than  Jane 
J>anhaiii.  Full  four  or  tive-and-twcnty,  anil 
looking  wore,— of  a  common  height,  ccminiun 
size,  and,  but  for  her  beautiful  dark  eycK,  coni- 
moD  features, — her  person,  attired,  as  it  always 
was,  with  perfect  plainness  and  simjilicity,  had 
Dolhiog  to  attract  observation ;  uud  her  »liition, 
as  the  daughter  of  a  man  in  trade,  hiniitclf  ii 
rigid  dissenter,  ami  liviug  lit  frugal  retirement, 
rendered  their  meeting  at  all  anything  but  pru- 
babU-  And  she,  grave,  orderly,  utaid,  demure, 
— ftbe  tliat  eschewed  pink  ribbons  as  if  she  had 
been  a  female  Friend,  and  would  have  thought 
it  some  sin   to  wear  a  bow  of  any  hue  in  Iier 


1 


\ 


S43  TUB  DiaSBNTlNO  HINISTKB. 

'  ei'raw  bonnet,— who  would  ever  have  dreftmi  of 
Jane  Lanhaiu'6  being  sniitlen  with  a  tri-volourL-d 
cockade? 

So  llic  mmtlcT  fell  out. 

Jolin  Luiliani  was,  as  wc  have  said,  a  coru- 
chandler  in  Bdford,  and  one  who,  in  spite  of  his 
living  in  a  small  gloomy  housv,  in  a  <lark  nar- 
row lane  leading  from  on<:  great  »trcct  to  an- 
other, with  no  larger  establiiJiinent  tJiau  one 
maid  of  all  work  and  a  lad  to  take  care  of  liia 
horse  and  chaise,  was  yet  reputed  to  possess 
consideraUc  wealth.  He  was  a  dissenter  of  a 
wet  rigid  and  respectable  rather  than  numu*- 
»UK,  and  it  was  quoted  in  proof  of  his  opulence, 
tlial,  in  rebuilding  the  cha[>cl  which  he  attend- 
ed, he  had  himself  contributed  tlte  magniticcni 
sum  of  three  thousand  pounds.  He  had  lo^t 
several  children  in  their  infancy,  and  bis  wife 
hod  died  in  bringing  Jane  into  the  world;  so 
that  the  father,  grave,  Mem,  and  severe  to 
others,  was  yet  bound  by  the  tenderest  of  all  lie*, 
that  of  her  entire  helplessness  and  dependance, 
to  his  inotlierless  girl,  and  xparcd  nothing  that, 
under  his  peculiar  view*  of  the  world,  could 
oonduoe  to  her  happiness  and  well-being. 
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His  chief  adviser  and  assittant  in  the  little 
girl's  edtication  wns  his  old  friend  Mr.  Fvnton, 
the  niiiiiater  of  the  congregation  to  which  he 
belonged>— a  man  shrewd,  upright,  con&cien- 
liouB,  and  learned,  but  unlitted  for  hia  present 
po«t  by  two  very  important  dinqual locations : 
tint,  as  an  old  bachelor  who  knew  no  more  of 
the  bringing  up  of  children  than  of  the  training 
of  roice-horses ;  secondly,  as  having  a  coinplele 
and  thorough  contempt  for  the  sex,  whom  he 
considered  as  so  many  animated  dolls,  or  orna- 
mented monkeys,  frivoloiiK  and  mischievous, 
atid  capable  of  nothing  betti-r  than  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  lowest  household  duties.  "Teach 
her  to  read  and  to  write,"  (luoth  Mr.  Fenton, 
"to  keep  accounts,  to  cut  out  a  ahirt,  to  mend 
stockings,  to  make  a  pudding,  and  to  stay 
within  doors,  and  you  will  have  dune  your 
duty." 

Aceording  to  this  wale  Jane's  education 
seemed  likely  to  be  conducted,  when  a  short 
visit  from  her  mother's  sister,  ju«t  as  she  had 
entered  her  thirteenth  year,  made  a  slight  addi- 
tion to  her  studies.  Her  aunt,  a  sensible  and 
cultivated   woman,   assuming  that  the  young 
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pcnton  who  was   bringing   up   with   ideas   so 
)itniled  was  likc4j  to  inherit  considnahle  pro- 
perty, troulcl  fun  h*Te  conrfTt«l  Mr.  Lanh^m 
In  her  own  niore  enlar|!vd   and  liberal  views, 
hsTc  sent  h«r  to  a  good  itdioal,  or  hmv  «k 
gaged  an  accompliiihed  governcn ;  but  this  at- 
tempt ended  in  a  dispute  thai  prodncrd  n  total 
ntntRjremcnt  between  the  paRies,  and  the  only 
fruit   of   her    remoustrances   was   tbr  attrad- 
ance  of  tl>e  good  .\bbe  Vjllaret  a*  a  FttikI) 
master, — the  study  of  French  being,  in  th»  eye* 
both  <^  Mr.  Lanham  and  Mr.  Fenton,  ■  con- 
Mderahly  less  abomination  than  tltai  of  tniisie, 
drawing,  and  dancinff.     "  Shell  make  nothing 
of  it,"  thought  Mr.  Fenton  ;  "  I  luywlf  did 
not,  though  I  was  at  the  expense  of  a  granmar 
and  a  Hiclionarj,  and  worked  at  it  an  hour  a 
day  for  a  month.     Shc^  make  nothing  of  h. 
90  the  may  as  well  try  as  not."     And  the  Abb^ 
was  sent  for,  and  the  leaeons  bc^n. 

This  was  a  new  era  in  the  Kfe  of  Jane  Lan- 
ham-  L'Abbo  A'iilaret  soon  discovered  throagb 
the  veil  of  shyness,  awkwardness,  ignoranct:^ 
and   modesty,  the  great   powers  of  his  pupR. 
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The  dJfBcultics  of  the  Unguflge  disappeared  as 
by  Diagic,  nod  she  whose  EngUsJi  reading  had 
beei)  restricted  to  (be  eonimone«l  elcmcntiiry 
books,  with  a  few  volumes  of  sectarian  devi^ 
tion,  and  "  Watts's  Hymns,"  (for  poetry  she 
had  never  known,  exwpt  tlic  mugnilic^-nt  jwclry 
uf  tiie  Scriptiirvx,  uiid  the  homely  hitt  hiMirl- 
stirriag  imaginations  of  the  "  Pilgrim's  Pru- 
gresa"),  was  tiow  eagerly  devouring  the  choicest 
and  purest  morceau^  of  French  literature.  Mr, 
Kvnloi)  having  interdicted  to  the  Abb6  the  use 
of  any  work*  likely  to  convert  the  young  Pro- 
testant tu  the  CAtholic  faith,  and  Mr.  Lanhaiii 
(vho  had  never  read  one  in  his  life)  having 
added  a  caution  against  novels,  Jane  and  her 
kind  instructor  were  left  in  other  respects  free : 
her  father,  who  pasiK-d  iiliiiott  every  day  in  Ihe 
pursuit  of  his  business  in  t\w  neighbouring 
towns,  and  his  pastor,  who  only  visited  him  in 
an  evening,  liuving  no  suspicion  of  the  many, 
many  hour*  which  she  devoted  to  the  new-born 
delight  of  poring  over  books  t  and  the  Abbe 
knew  so  well  how  to  huy  books  cheaply,  and 
Mr.  Ijanhaui  gave  him  money  for  her  use  with 
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no  confidant.  Cii-lain  tlmt  they  would  feel  uu 
sytQpAtby  in  lier  gnttiRcnltini,  the  never  spoke  of 
licr  books  either  to  her  father  or  Mr.  Fenton  ; 
«>d  they,  satisfied  with  M.  TAbbc's  calm  report 
of  her  uttenlion  to  hie  lessons,  made  no  fiirtlier 
inquiries.  Hi^r  French  tlitdin  were,  site  felt,  for 
herself,  and  Iterself  alone  ;  and  when  his  tragical 
death  deprived  her  of  the  friend  and  tutor  whom 
she  had  so  imiircly  loved  and  respected,  Ttad- 
ing  became  more  and  more  u  solitary  pleasure. 
Outwardly  calm,  silent,  and  retiring, — an  affec- 
tiunale  daughter,  an  excellent  housewife,  and 
an  attentive  hostess, — she  waa  Mr.  Fenton's 
baiu  ideal  of  a  young  woman.  Little  did  he 
susprct  the  glowing,  enthusiastic,  iind  concen- 
tmtcd  character  that  lurked  under  thut  (u>ld 
exterior — the  fire  tliat  was  hidden  under  tlmt 
while  and  virgin  snow.  Purer  than  she  really 
was  he  could  not  fancy  her^  but  never  would 
he  have  divined  how  much  of  tendernenti  and 
finiineKS  was  mingled  with  that  youthful  pimly, 
lior  how  wiuiplctely  he  hod  himself,  by  a  life 
of  restraint  and  !>celusion,  prepared  her  mind 
to  yield  to  an  engrossing  mid  liisting  pa^siou. 
_  Amongst  her  beloved   Frencii   books,  those 
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which  8t«  preferred  were  undoubtedly  the  ir»-' 
ge(lie»>  the-  only  ilraoiaa  which  had  ever  fallen  in 
her  way,  and  which  cxcrcisi-d  ovu*  bcr  imagiiiA- 
tion  the  full  power  of  that  most  btriktog  and 
delightful  of  any  speuie*  of  liliTature.  Wi* 
who  know  ShakHpeare,  — who  have  kttowo  liisi 
from  our  childliood,  and  are,  as  it  werv,  "  (o 
All  manner  born," — feci  at  once  (hat,  coai{MUV(t 
with  that  greatest  of  poct»,  the  "  belles  tirade*" 
of  Raciue  and  of  Corneillv  arc  cold,  and  iaUe, 
and  wenriHomc;  but  to  onu  who  had  no  such 
standard  by  which  to  measure  the  tragic  dra- 
matists of  France,  the  niysleriouK  and  ihrilliii^ 
horrors  of  the  old  Greek  stories  which  their  tra- 
gedic»  fio  frcqucndy  embodied,  —  the  wovs  of 
Thebes,  tlie  fated  lini^  of  Pclops,  the  pauion  of 
Phtedra,  and  the  desolation  of  Antig»nr,-~wcrv 
full  of  a  strange  and  fearful  power.  Nor  was. 
the  Kpcll  ooolined  to  the  classical  plays.  The 
"  Tragedie»  Chrvliennes" — Either  and  Athalie, 
— Polyeucte  and  AUirc — excited  at  least  t^ual 
inleTOBt;  while  the  contest  between  love  and 
"la  force  du  sang,"  in  TIm  Cid,  ai>d  Zaire, 
struck  upon  her  with  all  the  power  of  a  |irt^ 
destined  sympathy.     She  felt  that  she  herself 
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wa*  born  to  such  a  trini ;  and  the  presentiment 
was  perhaps,  as  so  often  linppcnn,  in  no  small 
degree  the  cause  of  its  own  accnmpli^hnieiit- 

The  aeetdent  by  which  she  became  ac<]iiainl«l 
with  Victor  d'Auberval  may  lie  told  in  a  very 
few  wonlx- 

The  niirae  nho  had  taken  to  her  on  the  di-nth 
of  her  mother,  and  who  still  retained  for  htr 
the  strong  nifectton  so  often  inspired  by  foster 
children,  was  the  wife  of  a  respectable  publican 
in  Quecn-strect:  and  being  nf  excellent  private 
character,  and  one  of  Mr.  Feiiton'g  congrega- 
tion, waj)  admitted  to  see  Jane  whenevi-r  she 
liked,  in  a  somewhat  cquivoud  cu]iacity  between 
a  visiter  and  dependant. 

One  evening  she  came  in  great  haste  to  my 
that  a  Bristol  coach  which  inneil  at  the  Ked 
Lion  had  just  dropped  there  two  foreigners,  a 
man  and  a  woman,  one  of  whom  seemed  to  her 
fancy  dying,  whilst  both  appeared  miserably 
poor,  and  neither  could  speak  a  nord  to  be 
understood.  Wotdd  her  dear  child  come  and 
interpret  for  the  Mck  lady  ? 

Jane  went  immediately.  They  were  Italian 
BnuiciRn8>  on  their  way  to  Bristol,  where  ihey 
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ttxnr  beJDg  furdgiiers  Ja  distress  in  a  strange 
land  had  supplied  the  place  of  recouiniendation 
or  introduction ;  and  when  gaitig  tlie  next  da}-, 
laden  with  a  few  comforts  for  the  invnlidc,  to  bid 
them  farewell  and  to  see  them  uif,  »he  met,  for 
the  first  lime,  the  jroung  officer,  who  had  been 
drawn  by  similar  feelings  to  the  door  of  the 
Red  Lion. 

U  was  a  bitter  December  day — one  of  those 
r)onh-ea»l  winds  which  »L-ein  to  blow  tlinmgU 
you,  and  which  lianlly  any  strength  can  stand  ; 
and  aa  the  poor  Italian,  in  a  thin  summer 
waiatcoat  and  a  threadbare  coat,  took  hia  seat 
OD  the  top  of  the  coach,  shivering  from  head  to 
foot,  and  his  teeth  already  chattering  amidst 
the  aneiTs  of  the  bear-skinned  coachman,  muf- 
fled up  to  his  ears,  and  his  warmly-clad  fellotv- 
paueugers,  \'ictor  took  off  his  own  great-coat, 
to»«ed  it  smilingly  to  the  freezing  musician, 
and  walked  rapidly  away  as  the  coach  drove 
uir,  uttvriog  an  exclamation  vomewhat  tiimiUr 
to  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  at  Zutphen — *'  He  wants 
it  more  than  I  do."  * 

*  Se-  Manin  wat  nnoniied  for  ui  act  aliogeditr  nndUr 
lo  ifau  at  VictM  <l'Aub«rvtil. 
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cJtarmed  at  the  plc|uaQt  contrast  between  her 
shy,  retiring  mnnnera,  and  her  ardent  and  en- 
thusiastic chaructcr;  and  hk  national  vanity 
found  a  high  graiifiration  in  her  proficiency  in, 
and  fondness  for,  hiH  liinguagt;  and  lilcraturi--; 
whilst  she  {so  full  of  contradictions  is  love) 
found  no  kbs  attraction  in  his  ignorance  of 
English.  She  liked  to  have  something  to 
teach  her  quick  and  lively  pupil;  and  he  re- 
paid  her  instructions  by  enlarging  her  know- 
ledge of  French  authors,  —  by  introducing  to 
her  the  beautiful  though  dangerous  pages  of 
Rousseau,  the  light  and  brilliant  writers  of 
memoirs,  and  the  higher  devotional  eloquence 
of  Bossuet,  Masaiilon,  and  Bourdaluue,— the 
Lettres  Sfurituelles  of  F^n^lon,  and  the  equally 
beautiful,  though  very  different,  works  of  Le 
P^re  Pascal. 

So  lime  wore  on.  The  declaration  of  lovo 
had  been  made  by  one  party ;  and  the  confes- 
sion that  that  love  was  returned  had  born 
reluctantly  extorted  from  the  other.  Of  what 
u»e  was  that  confession  f  Never,  as  Jane  de- 
clared, would  she  marry  to  tlixpleaiie  her  father ; 
— and   how,  knowing  as  she   well  did  all  Ids 
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woman's  hmrt,  for^t  her  own  vows  never  to 
marry  him  uidtoiit  the  conacnt  of  her  fnth«r, 
^forgot  liow  im))o»«iblc  it  apjieared  that  that 
conaeDl  should  ever  be  olilaiiied,  and  dwelt 
wholly  on  the  knr  at  IiiK  inconrfancy^-on  the 
chunce  of  his  meeting  some  fair,  and  young, 
am)  fascinating  Frenchwoman,  and  forgetting 
his  own  >l<in(,';  wliiUt  Itv  aguin  niiil  iigain 
pledgiiti  liiniM-lf,  when  peace  should  come,  to 
return  to  Belford  and  carry  home  in  triumph 
the  only  woman  he  could  ever  love.  Until  that 
happy  day,  they  agreed,  in  the  absence  of  any 
safe  medium  of  communication,  that  it  would 
1m-  Wtier  not  to  writi.':  and  »o,  in  the  midkt  of 
deiti>(>n<lency  on  the  t»nc  side,  and  ardent  and 
*incerr  protestations  on  the  other,  they  parted. 
Who  shall  describe  Jane's  desolation  during 
the  long  and  dreary  winter  that  succeeded  llieir 
M'paratiun  r*  That  her  secret  was  known,  or  at 
least  strongly  suspected,  appeun-d  to  her  cer- 
tain i  and  she  more  than  guessed  that  her 
ftther'B  forbearance  in  not  putting  into  wurdt 
the  grie\'ed  diw{>leature  which  he  evidently  felt, 
was  owing  to  ihi-  kiui!  but  crabbed  old  bache- 
lor Mr.  l^'entofl,   whose  conduct  towards  her- 
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a  lingering  illness  about  n  twi'lvcmonth  aUer 
tlic  departure  of  Victor,  of  which  he  finally 
di«d,  after  languishing  for  nearly  two  year*, 
kept  alive  only  by  the  tender  and  incessant 
cnres  of  his  d«ughter,  and  the  sympathizing 
viilts  of  his  friend. 

On  opening  the  will,  his  beloved  daughter, 
Jane,  was  found  sole  heiress  to  a  fortune  of 
70,000/.  ; — unless  she  should  intermarry  with  a 
soldier,  a  papist,  or  a  foreigner,  in  which  case 
the  entire  property  was  bequeathed  unre- 
serredly  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Fentiin,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  him  according  to  his  sole  will 
and  pleasure. 

Miss  Lanhatn  was  less  afTectetl  by  till.'*  clause 
than  might  have  been  expected.  Three  years 
bad  now  elapsed  fVnm  the  period  of  separa- 
liuii ;  and  she  had  been  so  well  obeyed,  as 
never  to  have  recdved  one  line  from  Victor 
d'Aoherval.  She  feared  that  he  was  dcnd  ; 
she  tried  to  hope  that  he  was  unfaithful ;  and 
the  tremendous  number  of  officers  that  had 
fallen  in  Napoleon's  la»t  battles,  rendered  the 
former  by  far  the  more  probable  catastrophe :  — 
even  if  he  had  not  previously  fallen,  the  Rub- 
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riea  of  the  Allk-K,  ilic  fall  of  Nflpoleoii,  tlie 
capture  of  Pari.t,  and  Our  pi-ucc^  of  Eiiruptr. 
Was  Victor  dead  or  alive,  —  faitlil«i»  or  con- 
stant ?  Would  lie  seek  her  ?  and  seeking  her, 
wiiat  would  be  lii«  (lisap|>ointnicnt  at  the  clause 
that  parted  (hem  for  ever  ?  Ought  she  to 
remain  in  Uelford?  Was  there  no  way  of 
ascertaining  his  fate? 

SIw  was  revolving  these  questions  for  the 
hundredth  time,  wh«n  a  kitock  was  heard  at 
the  door,  and  the  servant  announced  Colonel 
d'Auberval. 

There  i»  no  describing  such  incetings-  After 
sketching  rapid))'  his  forluncH  since  they  parted; 
how  he  liad  iliwbeycd  hc-r  by  writing,  and  how 
he  bod  since  found  that  his  letters  had  lois. 
carriwl;  and  after  brief  aiisuratices  ihat  in  his 
cyn.  the  was  more  than  ever  charming,  had 
gained  addetl  grace,  expreeixion,  and  inbdli- 
gcnce, — June  began  to  coniniunieate  to  hini.  at 
flr*t  with  much  agitation,  afterwards  with  col- 
lecled  calmnes»,  tlie  clause  in  tlte  wilt  by  which 
ahe  forfcile<l  all  htr  property  in  marrying  him. 

'*  In  it  not  crui-1."  added  she,  "  lu  have  lost 
the  ower  of  enriching  hicu  whom  1  love  ?" 

VOL.  ill.  K 
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ugain.  I  have  a  moUier  worthy  to  be  yours 
— a  mother  who  will  love  and  value  y^u  as  you 
deserve  to  be  loved ;  and  on  estate  with  a  small 
chateau  at  the  foot  of  tlic  Pyrenees,  beautiful 
enouffh  to  niukv  an  emperor  forj^t-t  his  llirone. 
Share  it  with  mo,  and  we  ttholl  be  hapjiier  in 
that  peaceful  retirement  than  ever  monarch  was 
or  ctD  be !  You  Jovv  the  country.  You  have 
loftt  none  of  the  simplicity  which  belonged  to 
you,  alike  from  taste  and  from  habit.  You 
will  not  miss  these  riehes  ?'' 

"  Oh,  no !  no !" 

'*■  And  you  will  lie  mine,  deare»t  and  faith* 
full<!»t  ?  Mine,  heart  and  hand?  Say  ytw, 
mine  own  Jane  '." 

At>d  Jane  did  whi^jwr,  between  smites  and 
tearc,  that  "  yes,"  whi<;li  her  faithful  lover  was 
never  weary  of  hearing  ;  and  iu  a  shorter  time 
than  it  takes  to  tell  it,  all  the  details  of  the 
marring  were  settled. 

In  till'  evening,  Mr.  Fenton,  whom  Miss 
Lanhani  had  invited  to  tea,  arrived  ;  ntid  in  a 
few  timplc  wordii,  Jane  introduced  Colonel 
d^Aulierval,  explained  their  mutual  situation, 
uid   declared  her   rcsolutitH)   of  nlirqubhing 
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r«giTt  iion«  bill  ^ou.  His  home  will  be  m^ 
home,  his  country  my  coiinlry.  My  clear  Jiiiiit 
will,  I  hujM-,  accompany  u.-t;  I  xhall  leave  no. 
thing  that  I  love  but  you,  my  t^cood  father- 
And  for  this  fortune,  which,  used  as  it  should 
be  used,  is  indeed  a  ble^aing—do  I  not  leave 
it  in  t/our  hands?  Aitd  am  I  not  surv  that 
with  you  it  will  be  a  fund  for  relieving  iniwry 
and  mnfi^rrin^  ha|>piiies!!i  r'  I  feel  that  if,  at 
this  moment,  he  whom  I  have  lost  could  see 
into  my  heart,  he  would  approve  my  reHulution, 
and  wotild  blehu  the  man  who  had  shown  6uch 
didnterested  aflection  for  his  child." 

**  In  his  name  and  my  own,  /  bles*  you,  my 
children,"  rejoined  Mr.  Fcnton;  "and  m  hi* 
act  and  my  own  do  I  rentore  to  you  (he  for- 
feited money.  No  refusals,  young  man  I— no 
ai^uments!  do  thanks!  It  is  yours,  and 
yours  only.  Listen  to  me,  Jane.  Tliis  will, 
for  which  any  one  less  generuuM  and  dinntcr- 
cstetl  ihnn  yourtielf  would  have  hated  me,  wa» 
m»de,  OS  you  must  have  suspected,  under  my 
direction.  I  had  known  from  your  friend, 
the  hostess  of  the  Rvd  Liou,  of  your  mutual 
allachuicnt ;  and  was  on  the  point  of  putting  a 
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Papist  though  he  be,  the  sooner  I  join  your 
hands  and  grt  quit  of  this  money,  the  better. 
Not  a  word,  my  dear  Jane,  unless  to  fix  the 
day.  Surety  you  are  not  going  to  compli- 
ment me  for  doing  my  duty!  I  don't  know 
how  I  shall  part  with  her,  though,  well  as  you 
deecne  her,"  continued  he,  turning  lu  Colonel 
d'AubvTvni ;  "  you  must  bring  her  itometimeH 
to  Belford."  And,  pairing  the  hack  of  his 
withered  hand  across  his  eye«  lo  brush  off  the 
unusual  softness,  the  good  dissenting  minister 
walked  out  of  the  rcxtm. 
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that  comes  into  our  th»Uj;lits  when  we  lalk  of 
the  country;  ami  ihey  j^ve  us,  instead,  hedgf- 
rown  wilhottt  a  tree,  fields  cut  into  geometnral 
liXies,  nnd  Macadamized  roads,  which,  although 
as  straight  and  as  ugly  as  the  mo^t  thnrou^* 
going  utilitarian  c»n  di-$ire,  do  yet  contrive  to 
Iw  more  inconvenient  and  farther  nljout  than 
the  picturesque  by-ways  of  the  ehler  time. 
Moreover,  lei  political  philosophy  preach  as  it 
will,  an  enclosure  bill  is  u  punitive  evil  to  the 
poor.  They  lose  by  it  the  lurf  and  furze  for 
their  fuel, — the  odd  nooks  adjoining  their  cnt- 
tnges,  which  they  sometimes  bcggc<!  from  the 
lord  nt  the  manor,  and  somelimes,  it  must  be 
confessed,  took  without  that  preliminary  cour- 
tesy, (T  wiali  all  thefts  were  as  innocent,)  to 
I'ulttvale  for  a  garden  ;  wlitUt  the  advantage  of 
a  village  green  to  their  little  stock-of  pigs  and 
poultry  was  incalculable.  But  nil  this  is  be«id« 
my  purpose.  However,  according  lii  the  well- 
known  epigram,  *'  to  steal  a  common  from  a 
goose*  may  be  an  evil,  to  ulcal  a  common  from 
the  Race«  most  be  a  good  ;  and  when  the  enclo- 
sure  of  Betfurd  Heath  put  an  end  to  that  wen- 
ritanme  annual  fentivity,  I  believe   verily   that 
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ssying  to  some  neighbour  wise  enough  to  stay 
at  lioine, — "  I  have  been  to  the  Hiiccs !" 

I'hesfl  calamities,  however,  belong  to  the 
grand  meetings,  where  horses  of  name  and  fame, 
ridd«n  by  jockeys  of  eqitnl  renown,  run  for 
the  Derhy,  the  Oaks,  or  tlie  St-  I^egor ;  where 
ladies  win  Frencli  glores  and  gentlemen  lost 
English  estates;  where  you  arc  at  all  events 
sure  of  a  crowd,  and  pretty  sure  of  a  crowd  of 
beauty  and  fashion ;  where,  if  your  pocket  be 
picked,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  a  lord  is  equally  un- 
lucky ;  and  if  you  gel  drenched  by  a  shower, 
you  have  the  comfort  of  Keying  u  countess  in 
the  same  condition. 

Our  Belford  afflictions  were  of  a  different 
sort.  The  Heath,  which,  cuntrnry  to  the  gene- 
ral picturesc)  lien  ess  of  commons,  was  a  dull, 
flat,  low,  unprofitable  piece  of  ground,  wholly 
uninteresting  in  ilM-lf,  and  comnmnding  no  view 
of  any  sort,  had  been  my  aversion  a»  long  as  1 
could  remember;  having  been  for  many  years 
the  scone  of  those  reviews  of  volunteers  and  yoo. 
manry,  prexen  tut  ions  of  culuurs,  and  *o  forth, 
which  formed  the  delight  of  his  Majesty's  noise- 
loving  subjects,  and  were  to  nic,  "  who  hated 
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my  father  in  the  gig,  he  having  been  tormented 
by  »>me  sngc  adviser  into  taking  me  into  the 
fidti,  and  thinking  (hat  the  moHt  palutnble 
nmiincr ;  and  I  w  onlrntl  mnttcr*  hy  mere  dint 
of  coaxing,  ihat  lin}i|M.-iiing  to  be  early  on  the 
ground,  1  prevailed  on  my  dear  companion  to 
turn  bscic,  and  drive  me  home  again  before  the 
arrival  of  the  reviewing  general ;  thus  escaping 
■  he  shock  of  the  mlutc  after  the  fa«hiun  i»f  ihv 
pnlivnt  who,  being  ordered  to  take  a  shower- 
bath,  jumped  out  before  pulling  the  string. 

cruy  tailing<boaI,  anil  lo  have  occBsioneil  coiitiiJeralile 
alana  lo  lli«  tate  I.onl  Itiven  und  hii  kMpcrs  by  caressing 
1>i*  fierce  uiid  hig)i-bloo<i«(t  (■reyliouutts,  aiid  walking  about 
iha  kMnel  amongst  twenty  bnice  of  tliem  nx  (teely  m 
thrir  feeders;  and  once  almott  kob  the  heart  ot  a  gentle' 
man  driving  bi«  own  four  blo«d-hor*et,  (I  hid  very  nearly 
culled  bim  u  coacliman.)  on  th«  box  wilb  wlioin  1  was  ucci' 
ilr:titull}'  ivalcd,  and  nlio,  in  tbe  middle  iiftt  nee  with  u  real 
stHge-coacti,  wliiUt  ^»init  »l  full  ^»ltt>|',  »ilh  hit  iimdet 
icrfsmin^  out  if  the  windows,  happened  (o  recollect  that 
hf  had  promucd  to  have  eipecial  rare  of  mc,  and  inquired 
apologetically  if  I  wcf«  frighleDcd,  —  by  reiilying  ciwi 
$pi/Uu — "  Kiighleiied  !  Not  at  all  1  Gbi  on  I  Bem  iheni  !" 
I  luppcue  It  i«  that  the  imagination  exaggerate!  the  cxjicctrd 
thock;  for  when  a  ^n  is  flced  near  tne  with  out  inyprtriuui 
knowlcdgf,  I  merely  start  and  luugh  lik«  other  p«ople  ^ 
but  will  the  extreme  cowardice  in  tlie  on*  caac,  and  Ibe 
lottti  abwnoe  of  it  id  oibm,  docf  tctm  wmenhBt  puutipg. 
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H«tth  wu  w  det««UbIc  thai  a  ranshorw  of 
any  reputatioa  woulil  haw  been  a»huned  t» 
•bow  hi«  face  there. 

Then  the  only  circunutaaoc  that  could  bare 
reconcilnl  the  owner*  of  g«xl  horses  to  a  bad 
course  —  high  stakes  ai>d  largft  aubscriptions^ 
were  totally  wanting.  There  wiu,  lo  be  Mirv, 
a  County  Member's  Plate  and  a  Town  Tkletn- 
ber'i  Plate,  and  the  Bdfurd  Stakes  and  ilie 
Htint  Stakes  i  and  a  popuUr  higtt-«heTiir,  or  n 
candidate  for  the  Iwroiiph  or  the  county,  who 
had  a  mind  to  be  pc^ular, — or  Mtue  Londofwr, 
freshly  imported,  who  thought  9iu|))>i)fting  the 
Races  a  part  of  his  new  duties  as  a  country 
gvnllvinai), — would  gi-t  up  sonietliing  hkea  sub- 
scription :  but  nothing  could  be  leas  leroptiDg 
(ban  the  rewards  held  out  to  the  winners^  and 
but  for  the  speculations  of  certain  borse-dcolers, 
who  reckoned  on  its  being  advantageous  to  the 
»alc  of  a  hor*f  to  have  won  a  plnlc  even  at 
Belford,  the  Races  would  undoubtedly  have 
fallen  to  ihe  ground  from  the  mere  absence  of 
racers. 

As  it  won,  they  languished  on  from  year  to 
year,  every  season  norse  than  Ihe  last,  with  no 
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And  lo  mi»«,  imly  for  one  day,  the  ruci"-TOur(*, 
or  (be  twu  balls,  or  rhc  middle  )>li>v,  wa»  nn 
affront  to  the  stewards  and  the  titewards*  wives, 
—  lo  the  Members  who  dared  not  be  absent— to 
the  young  Indies,  who,  not  of  Hufficienl  rank  or 
fortune  lo  be  presented  at  Court,  first  made 
their  appearance  at  this  uugust  re-union  of 
fashion  and  beauty — to  i)ie  pajiaa,  inamman,  and 
maiden  aunts,  to  whom  the  ceremony  was  iDi< 
portani,— to  the  whole  neighbourhood  and  tho 
whole  county.  The  public  breakfasts  and  or- 
dinaries were  not  de  rigueur :  but  tliroc  races, 
two  balls,  and  one  play,  were  duties  that  mu*t 
be  fulfilled,  punislimcnis  that  mtiNt  be  under- 
pMte  by  all  who  desired  to  stand  well  in  country 
society :  to  have  attempted  to  evade  them,  — to 
have  dared  to  think  for  yourself  in  a  matter  of 
amusement,  would  have  been  to  run  the  risk  of 
being  thought  over-wiw,  or  over-good,  or  parsi- 
monious, or  |K>or.  And  a:*  no  one  likes  the 
three  first  of  these  nicknamen,  and  it  in  only 
rich  people  who  can  alTord  to  be  suspected  of 
(loverty,  dull  as  the  diversions  were,  am)  Iriue 
as  the  gaieties,  we  were  content  to  leave  shade, 
and  coolness,  and  <iuiet,  and  to  pass  three  of 
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Still  die  (own  ladies  were  little  better  iWi 
the  figurante,  the  Coryphees  in  this  grand 
liiUlct, — the  young  county  clamspls  were  the 
real  heroines  of  the  scene;  and  it  wns  to  show 
them  off  that  their  niammns  anil  their  waiting 
women,  iheir  miUinera  and  their  coachmakers, 
(Icvototl  all  their  cares  ;  and  ouiongsl  the  fair 
candii!»t(^«  for  admiration  few  were  more  iode> 
fatigably  finif,  nrarc  persevcringly  fasliionablc, 
more  eonstant  to  Al  sorts  <>!'  provincial  gaiety, 
whether  race,  concert,  play,  or  hall,  than  the 
Misses  Elphinstone  of  Ashley,  who  had  been 
for  ten  years,  and  perhapx  a  Utile  lunger,  tw» 
of  the  reigning  belles  of  the  county. 

Why  it  should  bt  so,  one  does  not  well  know, 

but  half  the  ladies  of  H shire  usctl  to  meet 

every  Monday  between  the  hoiirft  of  thrt-e  and 
five  in  the  Market-place  of  Belford.  It  waa  the 
constant  female  rendezvous.  On  Siitiirday,  tile 
markct-duy,  the  gi.'nllviiicn  came  into  town  to 
attend  the  Bench, — some  on  horseback,  »onic  in 
gigs,  the  style  of  the  equipage  not  unfrequcnlly 
in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  coDsequence  of  tiie 
owner;  your  country  gentleman  of  large  for- 
tune being  often  addtclcd  to  riding  some  scrubby 
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4lr.  Klpiiiiixtuiic  Willi  u  gpntlcman  of  lar^c 
landed- properly  ;  but  tbe  estate  being  coiiHidvr- 
ably  iovuKed  and  Mrictly  enlailed,  and  lh« 
eldest  SOD  showing  no  deaire  to  sssist  in  ils 
extrication,  he  was  in  point  of  fact  a  much 
ptxircT  nmn  tlian  many  of  his  neighbours  n'ith 
lens  than  halfuf  lii>  iioiniiiul  iiicume.  Ui>  v/'itv, 
a  lady  of  good  family,  had  heeu  what  ia  called  a 
liiic  woman ;  by  wliieh  is  understood  a  tall,  showy 
ligure,  good  hair,good  twth,  good  eyes,a  lulern- 
ble  complexion,  and  a  faee  that  conies  suniewhui 
short  of  what  is  commonly  reckoned  handsome. 
According  to  this  definition,  Mrs.  Elphinstooc 
had  bt«i),  and  licr  two  elder  danghlcrs  were, 
fine  women  i  and  an  they  dressed  well,  were 
cxcellcot  dancers,  had  a  good  deal  of  air  nnd 
style,  and  were  at  least  half  a  iieud  latter 
thjui  lh«  other  young  ladies  of  the  eounty, 
they  seldom  failed  to  attract  cun&iderable  admi- 
ration in  the  ball-room. 

That  their  adinircrB  went  at  the  mott  no 
farther  than  a  Irnnsieiit  flirtation,  is  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  nut  su  much  by  any  particular 
defect  in  the  young  ln<lies,  who  were  pretty 
much   like  other  show-off  girU,  but   by    ili« 
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Uiice,  still  remained  in  thjit  convenient  but 
ignoble  retreat,  became  every  year  more  and 
more  expensive ;  whilst  tbe  chaticex  of  liis 
daii^litvrK'  marriage  diminished  with  their  in- 
creasing age  and  bi.t  decreasing  income.  The 
annual  journey  to  London  had  been  fimt  «hort- 
eited.  then  abandoned;  viuts  lo  Brighton  and 
Cheltenham,  and  other  places  of  fashionable 
resort,  became  less  fretjuent;  and  (he  Belford 
Kaces,  where,  in  spite  of  Mr.  KIpbinsione's 
reputed  enibariassnieiUs,  they  still  flourished 
amongst  the  county  belles,  became  their  priik- 
cipal  scene  of  exhibition. 

Hace-ball  after  rncoball,  however,  came  and 
departed,  and  brought  nothing  in  the  bhape  of 
u  suitor  lo  the  expecting  damsels.  Parlnersfor 
the  dance  presented  themselves  in  plenty,  but 
partners  for  life  were  still  to  seek.  And  Mrs. 
Eipbinstone,  in  pettish  despair,  was  beginning, 
on  the  first  evening  of  the  very  last  year  of  the 
Races,  to  rejoice  at  the  pros[>ect  of  their  being 
given  up  ;  to  discover  that  the  balls  were  fn- 
tiguiDg,  tlie  course  dreary,  and  the  theatre 
dull;  that  the  whole  affair  was troublcsomcand 
tiresome;  that  it  was  in  the  very  worst  ia»ti- 
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M  fe  i^MOg  afttj  ■>  p*ltr*  an  una 
tW  n«c  of  atoB  boon  ■  dsj  for 

dn*: — vben,  io  the  nrj-  midst 
rail  AH  MnxKwDLrt  fts  i 
up  Ac  aMeaUy-naai  vitfi  bcr 
«■  her  uwi,  (Mi>a  J( 
d  a  Elile  timi.  not 
awd,bat  dw  «»pd««i»  of  tW  ibcb  pow 
baviBf  lAuui  to  Oa;  n  Ihsk:,)  her  hope*  « 
mtHealj  ii«iiii]  by  hoag;  loU  in  •  TqJ 

liW  LUoc* fed  r«^ii»t«<l of  hia  dwU 
(/  hnag  (anenud  la  bcr  du^tn^.  "  H^ 
mtm  ha  n  the  cnmgc  dui  aftenioMv' 
dw  bind^  ■arto'  of  (W  cvRiBfntn,  wi\ 
««Tj  Bldi^ile  nilr,  and  aa  abrupt 
thr  lapd  advaKv  of  thp  yaong  gmtlcman  i 
nipted  hii  speech  and  turned  hU  inlcndc 

fidesoeioto "  My  La*d,alluv  mvl 

■nn  of  iotmducit^  Tou  to  liiM  Kl[AiDslaik 

Mr.  ItaTenngV  nitpiciaos  west:  prettj 
dent,  and   although   the   wdl-bred 
coBaaDdrd  dupenme  cnotrired  to 
(■■auprianMion  of  his  hints,  aud 
deeofona  appeanuice  of  ii 
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jet  muiagod  to  extract  from  her  kind  oeJgh> 
boor,  that  tite  elegant  young  nobleman  who 
was  leading  the  fair  (iertrude  to  the  dance 
was  juiit  returne<t  from  a  lour  in  tireece  and 
Germany,  and  being  on  his  way  to  an  VHlate 
abmit  thirty  miles  off  in  the  vale  of  Berkuhire, 
had  buen  Rtruck  on  iiccidciitally  visiting  the  Bel- 
ford  Tace-ooursc  by  the  beauty  of  a  young  lady 
in  an  open  landau,  and  having  ascertained  that 
Ihc  carriage  belonged  to  Mr.  Elphinslone,  and 
that  the  family  would  <x-rt)iiiily  nttend  the  ball, 
he  had  ataycd,  ms  it  xcvmed,  for  the  koK-  purpose 
of  being  introduced.  "  So  at  least  says  re> 
port,"  added  Mr,  Clavcnng ;  and  for  once  re- 
port said  true. 

Lord  Lindorc  was  a  young  nobleman  of  large 
but  embarrasiied  property,  very  good  talents, 
and  very  amiable  disposition  ;  who  was,  in  xpite 
of  hill  many  excelli-nt  i|imlitics,  riHurniog  loitcr- 
ingly  and  reluctantly  home  to  one  of  the  best  and 
cleverest  mothers  in  the  world  ;  and  a  less  fair 
reason  than  the  sweet  and  blooming  face  which 
peeped  out  so  brightly  from  under  the  brim 
of  her  cottage-bonnet,  (for  cottage-bonnets  were 
the  fashion  of  that  distant  day,)  would  have 
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ouB  matches  by  the  vigilaoce  of  his  tutors 
and  tEiecare  of  his  fond  mother,  gnvc\y  fdi- 
dtnteil  himself  on  being  minncipatcd,  then  and 
fior  ever,  Irom  the  dominion  of  beauty ;  and 
dedaxed,  that  if  ever  he  could  Iotc  again,— 
which  he  thought  unlikely — he  should  seek  for 
nothing  in  woman  hut  the  unfailing  i^ncn 
of  the  mind.  J<iuly  Liiidorc's  reply  contained 
a  varro  oonf^ratulation  on  her  son's  release 
from  the  cliaina  of  an  unprincipled  coquette, 
and  from  the  eviU  of  an  alliance  with  s  fo- 
reigner; adding,  that  she  rejoiced  above  all  to 
find  that  hi^  heart  wr»  again  upon  hi«  handii, 
since  on  ihe  winding  up  of  lii»  affairx,  prepara- 
tory to  his  coming  of  age,  his  guardians  and 
herself  had  discovered  that,  long  as  his  mino- 
rity had  been,  the  accumulations  co»sec|uent 
thereupon  were  entirely  unnllowed  up  by  tlie 
payment  of  his  sisters'  portions  ;  and  the  mort- 
gages that  ■■ncu  inhered  lu«  property  could  only 
be  cleared  away  by  the  sale  of  the  beautiful 
demesne  on  which  she  had  resided  during  hia 
absence  abroad, — and  which,  although  the  estate 
tlittt  hnd  been  longest  iit  the  family,  was  the 
only  one  iiol  strictly  entailed, — or  by  the  less 
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pcrib  from  bright  eyes  and  may  cheeks  may 
be*<'t  you  on  your  way.  ihat  I  expect  from 
your  (iuty  nnd  your  alfection  that  you  will  not 
oommit  yourself  either  by  word  or  deed,  by  open 
profcsuons  or  silent  assiduities,  until  you  hav(^ 
had  an  opjmrtunily,  not  merely  of  seeing,  but  of 
bm^oming  intimately  acquainted  with  the  ami. 
able  and  richly-gifted  young  person  whom,  of 
all  the  women  I  have  ever  known,  I  would  most 
readily  select  as  your  bride.  Come,  then,  my 
dearo«t  Arthur,  and  come  speedily  to  your  afTec- 
lionate  mother,  Maby  Limdobb." 

How  BO  clear-headed  a  woman  as  Lady  Lin- 
dore  could  write  a  letter  so  likely  to  defeat  its 
own  obvious  purpose,  and  to  awaken  the  spirit 
of  contradiction  in  the  breast  of  a  young  man 
who,  with  all  his  acknowledged  kindness  of 
temper,,  had  never  been  found  wanting  in  a 
petulant  tclf-will,  would  be  difficult  to  explain, 
except  upon  the  principle  that  the  cleverest 
peo]>le  often  do  the  silliest  ihin^ ; — a  maxim, 
from  the  promulgntiim  of  which  «i  many  very 
■tupid  and  very  well-meaning  persons  derive 
pleasure,  that  to  contradict  it,  even  if  one  could 
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Findhig  on  inquiry  that  the  carriage  belong- 
ed to  a  gcDtlemau  of  some  consequence  ia  the 
neighbourhoo(] — that  the  Indies  seated  in  it  were 
his  wife  and  daughters,  anil  that  there  was  littlv 
doubt  of  their  attending  the  ball  in  tht-  evening, 
he  proceeded  to  the  assembly-room,  made  him- 
self known,  as  wc  have  seen,  to  our  friend  Mr. 
Ctavering,  one  of  the  Rtcwardit  of  the  Kitces, 
and  requested  of  him  the  honour  of  sn  intro- 
duction to  MisB  I'^lphinstone. 

When  led  lip  in  due  form  to  the  fair  lidy, 
be  imnicilintely  discovered  that  she  was  not  the 
divinity  of  the  landau :  but  as  he  had  ascer- 
tained, both  from  Mr.  Clavering  and  the  waiter 
at  the  inn,  that  there  was  another  sister,  a 
certain  Miss  Julia,  whom  his  two  authoritiesi 
agreed  in  calling  the  liner  woman ;  and  as  he 
learned  from  his  partner  ht-rnelf  that  -Miss 
Julia  had  been  that  morning  on  the  race-ground, 
—that  she  waii  nUghtly  indisposed,  but  would 
probably  be  sufBdentlj  recovered  on  the  mor- 
row to  attend  both  the  course  and  the  play — 
he  determined  to  remain  another  night  at  Bclford 
for  thv  chance  of  one  more  glimpse  of  hU  fair 
one,  and  paid  Miss  Elphinstoae  sufficient    at- 
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dressed  lo  the  KrentMt  possible  ndvnntage  in  « 
very  simply-macW  gowD  of  clear  muslin,  without 
aay  other  ornament  than  a  no«cgay  of  geranium 
ai>il  bloiHHiincil  mj-rtlc.  " 

-  if  he  had  thought  her  pretty  under  the 
straight  brim  of  her  cottage  bonnet,  he  thought 
her  still  prettier  now  that  her  fair  open  fur«>' 
head  was  only  shaded  by  the  rich  curls  of  her 
chestnut  hair.  It  was  a  round,  youthful  face, 
with  a  bright,  dear  ■  complexion  ;  a  hazel  eye, 
with  a  spark  in  it  like  the  Scotch  agate  in  the 
British  Museum ;  very  red  hpi;,  very  white  leeth, 
and  un  uxpressiun  about  the  corners  of  thv 
mouth  that  was  quite  liewitchiag.  She  sal  In 
the  front  row  of  the  box  between  her  stately 
sister  and  another  young  lady  ;  her  mother  and 
two  ulher  ladies  silting  behind  her,  and  com- 
pletely barring  all  access. 

Lord  Lindore  hardly  regretted  this  circum- 
stsnoff^  so  cotnpletely  wha  he  absorbed  in  watdi- 
iDg  his  charmer,  whose  every  look  and  action 
•vJnced  the  most  perfect  unconsciousness  of 
Ixing  an  object  of  olworrntion  to  him  or  to  any 
one.  Uer  attention  was  given  entirely,  exctiu 
aivttly  to  the  stage;  slic  being  perhaps  tbe  one 
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ungle  pcT»m  in  the  crowded  bouve  who  thot^ 
of  the  plV)  ^"^  **^  ^■^^  P'"7  only.  The  pu 
was  one  of  Mr.  Colman'e  laughinf^  snd  cryii 
c<>iniKli«A  — John  Bull  —  and  the  lau^ivd 
Dennis  Brulgruddcry  and  cried  at  Job  Tl 
berry  with  ■  hrarlinns  nnd  niuibility,  a 
Tpletc  •bMndoninviit  to  Ibe  Mntinimt  and  t 
Mtuatictn,  tliat  irrv«»til>ly  suggettvil  tin-  id 
of  its  being  the  fir&t  play  she  bad  ever  wtt 
It  was  acted  pretty  niuclb  as  eudi  picce«  (u 
lc»  in  the  caw  of  some  ran-  exception)  are  act 
in  a  country  theatre;  but  hen  was  no  critk 
pleasure:  yielding  entirely  to  the  tm 
of  the  drama,  the  finest  peTfurmanoe  could 
have  gratified  tier  more.  To  ber,  aa  to  t 
srilvss  but  intelligent  child,  the  scene 
fur  the  moment  a  reality.  The  illuidoa 
perfect,  and  the  sympathy  evinced  by 
tear*  and  her  laughter  was  as  unrvstndBl 
as  it  was  ardent.  Her  mtither  and  uMer,  wh 
had  the  bad  ta*U!  to  be  nshamcd  of  this  eiU| 
able  frcshttess  of  feeling,  tried  (o  eluvk  l| 
But  the  utieoipt  was  vain.  Absorbed  in  ili 
■ccftc,  she  hardly  heard  them ;  and  even 
the  curtain  dropped,  she  seemed  m  en 
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by  her  rcooUections  as  acarwlj  to  attend  to 
ber  mother'*  Jnipalu-iit  lummons  to  Iravc  th« 
house. 

•  "Charming  creature!"  thought  Lord  Lin- 
dore  to  hiniKelf,  as  he  mt '  taking  his  easeiD  his 
inn'  after  his  return  from  tlic  theatre ;  "  Charm- 
ing creature! —  how  delightful  is  this  arcless- 
DM*,  thia  ignorance,  this  bewitching  youthful- 
IKM  of  heart  and  of  person  I  How  incompara- 
bly superior  is  this  lovdy  girl,  full  of  natural 
feeting,  of  iDtelligence  and  »en.sibilily,  to  an 
over-educated  heiress,  with  the  whole  code  of 
criltcinn  at  her  finger's  end — too  practised  to 
be  astoni4>ed,  and  too  wise  to  be  pleased '.  A 
young  lady  of  high  attainmenls !  Twenty  lan- 
guages, 1  warrant  mc,  and  not  an  i<l«a  !  I'gly 
ton  .'"—thought  poor  Lord  Lindore.  And  then 
the  beauty  of  (he  Belfurd  theatre  passed  before 
his  eyeH,  and  he  made  up  his  mind  to  stay 
another  day  and  ascertain  at  least  if  the  vtnec 
vas  as  captivating  as  the  countenance. 

Again  wax  poor  Arthur  doomed  to  diiuip- 
poinimcnt.  The  day  was,  if  possible,  more  wel 
and  lirrarj-  than  the  preceding:  and  on  going 
into  tKe  ball-rootD  and  walking  straight  to  Mrs. 
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Elphiiwtone,  image  to  yourself,  gentle 
litH  di&may  nt  finding  in  Miis  Julia  on  exa 
fac-siiiiilc  of  Ker  elder  n^ler, — oiiotlier  U 
■tyli&h,  fasliimiablc-Iooking  damscU  not 
old,  but  of  A  certainty  not  wbat  a  lordLin 
oi)e-iLn<l-t\¥<:nty  is  accustomed  to  call  yoan 
Poor  dear  Arthur  !  if  Ijody  fiindore  cwild  b 
have  seen  how  blank  he  luoki-d,  site  would  ha 
tJiougbt  him  almo&t  enougli  punikhed  for  li 
diKobedient  Dieditntion*  of  ibe  night  befoi 
His  lord»hip  was  buwever  a  thoroughly  H 
bred  in«D,  and  after  a  moutcnt  of  oonstemalli 
recovered  his  ]K>)itcnc«s  nnd  his  E«]f-poftsesMOi 

"  Was  there  not  another  young  lady  besU 
Mus  Klphinttone  aitd  yourwlf  in  the  carru 
on  Tuesday,  and  at  the  play  Ust  night  T 
quirnl  Lord  Lindorc  in  a  pause  of  the  dan 

"  I   waft  not  at  tlie  pbty,'^  responded 
Julia, — "but  I  suppose  you  mean  Katy,  ag 
dear  Kaiy  !"  1 

**  And  who  may  Kaly  be  f""   demanded  b 
lordship. 

"Ob,  poor  little  Katyl— she's  a 
niin«,  a  younger  «iftler." 


BELKUKD    RACES. 


SOI 


*v*^Ver]r  young,  I  preauine  P^not  come  out 
yet? — not  iutrodueed  ?"* 

"  Yea !  —  no .'"  said  MJu  Julia,  rather  pua- 
xM.  "  I  d(N>'t  kiiow— I  oui'l  (ell.  The  fad 
is,  my  lord,  that  Katy  tlon  not  live  with  us. 
She  was  a  Hickly  chilil,  a»d  )i«nt  for  change 
of  air  to  a  diAtanl  relation  of  my  mother's — a 
very  good  wrt  of  |>erftoti  indeed,  very  reM}>ecl- 
able  and  very  veil  off,  but  who  made  a  Btronge 
miaailiaiKt.  I  believe  her  husband  is  a  gentle- 
iDiin  fanner,  or  n  tnilU-r,  or  n  miduter,  or  some- 
thing uf  tliitt  sort,  fa  that  lliey  cimnot  be 
noticed  by  the  family  :  but  as  they  were  very 
kind  to  Katy,  and  wished  to  keep  her,  having 
no  children  of  their  own,  and  the  place  agreed 
with  her,  tAie  has  stayed  on  with  them.  Mamma 
often  talks  of  having  her  home.  But  she  is 
very  fund  of  llit-tn,  and  »eei»s  happy  there,  and 
has  been  so  neglected,  poor  thing !  that  perhapn 
it  is  best  that  she  should  stay-  And  they  are 
never  contented  without  her.  They  tent  for 
her  home  this  niornliig.  I  don't  wonder  that 
tbey  lovi-  her,"  added  Miss  Julia,  "  for  iihe '«  a 
sweet  natural  creaiur.-,   so   merry  and  saucy, 
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down ;  so  that  I  must  all  upon  you  to 
nanic  (his  dsiice.  Cook,  young  ladies  I  —  to 
your  traces  f  What  dance  do  you  call.  Miss 
Juiia?" 

And  in  balancing  between  the  merits  of  **Th* 
Dusty  Miller"  luid  "Money  Musk"  (for  thi« 
true  Mory  occurred  in  tlic  merry  days  of  country 
dances),  and  then  in  mastering  the  |>lriii'ant  dif- 
ficulties of  going  down  an  intricate  figure  and 
remarking  on  the  mistakes  of  the  other  couple^ 
the  sulijc<.-t  dropped  so  HTpclually  that  it  was 
past  tlu!  gcntleioau's  skill  to  recall. 

Nor  could  he  extort  a  word  on  the  topic  from 
his  n«xt  partner,  Miss  Elphinstone,  who,  somi«- 
what  cleverer  than  her  nister— colder,  prouder, 
and  more  guarded,  took  especial  pains  to  coo> 
coal  what  she  este<^med  a  blot  on  the  family 
escutcheon  from  one  whose  rank  woultl,  she 
thought,  make  him  stilt  more  disdainful  than 
berseir  of  any  connexion  with  the  yeomanry,  or, 
as  she  called  them,  the  farmer  and  milter  people 
of  ihc  country.  He  couUl  not  even  learn  the 
place  of  hi*  fair  one's  residence,  or  the  nani« 
of  the  reialionN  with  whom  sJie  lived,  und  re- 
turned to  his  inn  in  a  moat  unhappy  rmin«  of 
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ami  rapid  journey  between  Belford  and  Glen- 
buL  Tfae  morniog  was  briUiiintly  beautifuli 
the  dJaCliDce  little  mure  than  thirty  miln,  and 
it  was  still  early  in  the  day  when  the  noble 
ooki  of  his  ancestral  demesne  rose  before  htm 
in  the  splendid  foliage  of  autumn. 

The  little  village  of  Glenham  was  one  of 
ihotte  oases  of  verdure  and  cultivation  which  ore 
tiomclimot  to  be  met  with  in  the  brown  denert 
of  the  BerkHhire  Downs.  It  formed  a  pretty 
picture  to  look  down  upon  from  the  lop  of  one 
of  the  turfy  hills  by  which  it  was  surruunded: 
the  cottages  itnd  cottage  gardens ;  the  ehurch 
rising  amongst  lime-trees  and  yews ;  the  por- 
tunage  close  by;  the  winding  road;  the  great 
farm-house,  with  its  suburb  of  ricks  and 
bams,  and  stablea  and  farm-buildings,  sur. 
rounded  by  richly- timbered  meadows,  extensive 
coppices,  and  large  tracts  of  arable  hind ;  and 
the  abbey,  with  il«  beautiful  park,  its  lake,  and 
its  woods,  stretching  far  into  the  distance, — 
formed  an  epitome  of  civilized  life  in  all  its  de- 
grees— an  island  of  fertility  and  comfort  in  the 
midst  of  desolation.  Lord  Lindore  felt,  as  he 
gazed,  tliat  to  be  tlie  owner  of  Olenham  waa 
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so  entirely  absorbed  in  early  recollec(ioD»  and 
domestic  affections — had  so  completely  forgotten 
his  sffairs  of  the  heart,  the  beauty  with  whom 
he  was  so  reasonnbly  in  love,  Bnd  tlie  heiress 
whom  with  equal  wisdom  he  hated,  that,  when 
hi«  mother  mentioned  the  aubject,  it  came  upon 
him  with  a  startling  pninfulness  like  the  awak- 
ing from  a  pleasant  dream. 

He  hnd,  however,  sufficieol  resolution  to  teU 
faer  the  truth,  and  the  whole  truth,  nithotigh 
the  almost  smiling  surprise  with  which  «he 
heard  the  story  was  not  a  little  mortifying  to 
his  vanity.  A  young  man  of  onr-and> twenty 
ciuvs  little  for  a  lecture ;  hut  to  sup)Hise  himself 
an  object  of  ridicule  to  a  person  of  admitted  ta- 
lent is  in»tipport]kble.  Such  was  unfortunately 
poor  Arthur's  case  at  the  present  moment. 

"  So  much  for  arriving  at  what  the  law  calls 
year«  of  discretion,"  observed  Lady  Lindore, 
quietly  resuming  lier  embniidery.  "  From  the 
time  you  wrote  yourself  sixteen,  until  this  very 
hour,  that  silly  heart  of  yours  has  been  tossed 
tikea  Miuttlecoek  from  one  pretty  girl  to  an- 
other; and  now  you  celebrate  your  coming  of 
age  by  the  aage  avowal  of  loving  a  lady  whom 
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you  hare  never  spoken  to,  and  hadng 
w  horn  you  liBv«  never  mch  —  Well !  I  »upf> 
you  must  have  your  onii  way.  But>  wttbi 
quentiooing  the  charms  and  graces  nt  this  Ki 
of  youra,  just  be  pleased  to  tell  me  »hy| 
have  taken  such  an  nvcnion  to  my  poor  III 
girt  U  it  merely  because  she  has  the  huixb 
thousand  pounds  neooawry  to  clear  off 
mortgage*  ?" 

"  Certainly  not." 

"  Or  becauw  I  unluckily  Bpok«  of  ) 
laJent*  ?" 

"  Not  of  her  talents,  dear  mother :  no  tM 
youra  could  dixlikc  cle%'Gr  wom^n.  Bum 
spoke  of  her  as  owfuily  accomplished  "    —^ 

**  I  never  sajd  a  word  of  licr  accompUi 
ments." 

"  Aa  awfully  learned,  then  -— 

"  Neither  do  I  remember  spcakingo' 

*'  At    all    events,    as  awfully   wise.     4^ 
dearest  motJier,  your  wise  Indies  and  liteJi 
ladies   are,    Dot    to   say   anything  aflrontiR 
too   wise   for  mc      1   like  aomething 
«im[)]e,   natural  —  a  wild,   gay,  playful 
lur^  full  of  youthful  health  and  life,  with' 


xompUi 

ofISS 

UtJ 
rantiR 

-1 


BBLFORD    RACES. 


309 


ber  girtish  lasles  about  her ;  fond  of  birds  and 
flowers " 

"  And  charmed  witb  s  country  pla^t"  added 
Lady  Lindorc,  cnmpleting  ber  son's  senitfice. 
"  Well!  we  must  lind  out  thU  Kaly  of  yours, 
if  indeed  tbe  fancy  holds.  In  the  mean  while,  E 
have  tetters  to  write  to  your  guardians  i  and  you 
can  revint  your  old  haunts  in  ihv  gniunda  till 
diniivr-timc,  when  you  will  see  ihi*  formidable 
heireis,  and  will,  I  trust,  treat  her  at  least  with 
the  politi-neis  of  a  gentleman,  and  the  attention 
due  from  the  master  of  the  house  to  an  unof- 
fending  guest." 
jrff  She  is  here  then  ?"  inquired  Lord  Lindore. 

"  ^le  was  in  this  room  in  search  of  a  book 
not  half  an  hour  before  your  arrival." 

"  Some  grave  essay  or  learned  trcntisi',  doubt- 
less ["  thought  Arthur  within  himself ;  and  then 
assuring  h>»  niuiher  of  his  attention  to  her  com* 
inands,  he  followed  her  suggestion  and  strolled 
out  into  the  park. 

The  itun  was  yrt  higli  in  the  heavens,  nnd  the 
beautiful  sct-ne  around  him,  clothed  in  the  deep 
verdure  of  September,  secmeil  rejoicing  in  his 
beams,— the  lakcespccially,  hiy  sparkling  in  the 
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■uniihitw   like   a  sheet  of  muU«n  Mlv«r; 
almosc  unccMiftciously  Lord  Linditre  dirccU-d  I 
RtcpH  to  a  wild  Klcn  immut  the  water,  which 
beeu  the  favourite  haunt  of  his  boyhood. 

It  was  a  hottow  dell,  aurrounded  bv  Bt4 
hauks,  pnrtrd  from  the  lake  by  a  thicket  of  fe 
and  holly  and  old  thom.  much  fret^uenled  I 
the  deer,  and  containing  in  its  bosom  tta  01 
deep  silent  pool,  dark  aivd  brij^it  as  a  dianm 
with  a  grotto  »coop«)  out  of  one  side  of  the  hi 
which  in  his  childivh  days  had  been  dcajf 
and  deierted,  and  of  which  he  luid  tnkc^  pi 
session  for  hia  66hing-tackle  and  other  boyi 
property.  Lady  Lindore  had,  however,  duri 
his  absence  takat  a  fancy  to  the  place ;  b 
extended  tho  stone-work,  and  covered  it  1i|| 
climbing  planla;  had  mode  walks  and 
bed*  round  the  pixil,  indenting  the  pond 
with  banks,  bays,  and  headlands :  hatl  ci 
one  or  two  rustic  stdU  ;— and  it  formed  no 
under  the  nanic  of  Tlie  Rockery,  a  very  pnl 
lady's  garden — all  the  prettier  that  the  impM^ 
roeuta  hail  been  managed  with  great  tast^— th 
the  scene  retained  much  of  its  original  «i] 
noas,  its  irrcguliirity   of  form  and  variety 
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sbadow — uii)  that  «vcD  in  the  cix-vikts  which 
trail<M  ttbout  th«  hugv  niiustfti  of  Htonr,  iiidl* 
gettuus  plants  were  skiirully  niiiiglnj  with  the 
more  gorgeous  exotica.  Oa  this  lovely  autumn 
day  it  looked  Ukp  a  picci-  of  fairy-land,  and 
Lord  Liadoru  stood  guxiiig  »t  the  scene  from 
uiuliir  [he  ivied  arch  which  led  into  its  rcccssca 
with  much  such  a  feeling  of  delight  and  a>toiii*b- 
ment  aa  must  have  been  caused  to  Alaitdin  the 
momiDg  after  tl»c  ^lavctt  of  lh«  lamp  had 
crectvd  hi*  (lalace  of  jewels  and  gold. 

There  are  no  jewels,  after  all,  hke  (lie  living 
gaas  called  Sowers ;  and  never  were  tlowers  to 
bright,  Eo gorgeous,  so  beautiful,  as  in  the  Oka- 
ham  Rockery.  Convolvuluses  of  all  colours, 
pas&ion-ftonerK  of  ail  »h«deit,  clematises  of  twen- 
ty kinds,  rich  nnsturliums,  sweet  musk-ruM's, 
pearly -bloasomed  myrtles,  starry  jcssauiioes, 
sod  a  hundred  splendid  exotics,  formed  a 
gloviog  tapestry  round  the  walls, — whose  tops 
were  crowned  by  velvet  isuapdrogons,  and  large 
bushes  of  the  beautiful  cit>tu»,  called  the  rock- 
rose  ;  whilst  htiU  of  geraniums,  of  lobellias 
of  calceolaria,  and  of  every  sort  of  gay  an* 
ouol,  went  dotting  round  the  pool,  and  large 
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the  liead  (for  lipr  straw  bonii<^t  wxs  also  pcr- 
fonning  the  office  of  a  bnsVrl)  was  (.'xquUiirly 
fine,  and  the  little  while  hand  that  wn*  writing 
uoder  old  Adam's  dictation  might  have  served 
as  a  model  fur  a  M-iilptor.  If  Ihene  indications 
had  not  been  siillidcDt  to  convince  him  that  the 
JtKognitu  wax  not  his  nightmare  the  heirvsR,  the 
fint  words  she  uttert^l  would  have  done  so- 

"  What  name  diil  you  nay,  Adnm  ?" 

"  Eschscholtzia  Califomica  !  Oh  dear  me  !  I 
shall  never  write  that  without  a  blunder.  How 
I  do  wish  ihey  would  call  flowers  by  pretty 
simple  Khort  names  now-u-days,  as  they  used  to 
do !  How  much  prettier  words  lilies  and  ruses 
are  than  Ea What  did  you  sny,  Adam  ?" 

*'  Eschscholtzia,  Miss ;  'tis  a  strange  heathen- 
islt  name,  to  be  sure — Eschscholtzia  Califor- 
nica,"  riiilietl  Adam. 

*'  Esch— achoU— zia  !  Is  that  right,  Adam  ? 
Look.- 

And  Adam  ossumed  his  spectacles,  examined 
and  a»cntcd. 

K»ch»cboltaaCali "And  the  fair  sccd- 

r  was  proceeding  gravely  with  her  ts»k, 

len  the  little  fawn,  whose  qukk  sense  of  hcar- 
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tag  was  slxnnnl  at  ><>nir  slight  motion  of 
thur\,  bounded  suddenly  up,  jerked  the 
out  uf  utd  Adam's  band,  which  fell  (1 
tightly  cloKd)  into  the  water,  and  was  imi 
diBtrly  followed  by  the  Newfoundland  c 
wbo  with  no  giralcr  damage  than  nlnmitq 
whole  thim]  of  gold  and  nlvrr  Rth,  wb^ 
drrrd  what  montter  was  coming  upon  ffl 
and  wetting  hia  own  thaggy  cott,  mcuvd 
banket,  and  bore  it  tritnopbantly  to  hiftj 
ireu.  4 

''  Fie,   Leila !      Good  NVImo  T    excOah 
ibeir  fair  mi§treiis,  turning  roand  to 
dog — **  Ijot6  Lindore !" 

"  Katy  !—  Mi»  Eipbinrton<?  T 
And  eiicbanted  In  we  bcr,  and  bewild' 
flnding  her  there,  (for  Katy  il  really  wa&— 
vcfy  Katy  of  the  Belford  Race-ground, 
Lindore  Joined  the  party,  shook  hands 
Adurn,  patted  Nelson,  mikde  friends  with 
and  finally  found  himirif  littr^fjt  with 
mistress;    she  silting  oo  one  of  the 
stoftes  of  the  Rockery;  he  redining  at  h 
ju«t  like  that  most  graceful  of  all  lovers 
the  Dane  at  the  feet  of  Ophelia,— but  wit 
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iag%  diffmng  u  omplrtrlj  from  tboK  of  that 
most  sweet  and  meUncbolj  prince,  u  happi< 
ness  from  mtirry-  Xrvcr  had  Lord  Liadon 
becD  M  hsppj  before  '. — Dcrcr,  (and  it  is  sbj- 
ing  much,  coaadenag  the  teraperunent  of 
the  j'ouDg  fcentleuaxi,)  never  half  so  much 
in  lore '. 

It  would  not  be  fair,  evra  if  it  were  poui- 
ble,  lu  follow  the  course  of  a  cooveraation  that 
lasted  two  houn,  which  seemed  to  them  as  two 
minutes. 

Tlwy  Imlkcd  <if  a  thousand  thin^:  first 
of  flower-seeds,  —  and  she  iotrmluocd  hiia  to 
the  beautiful  wioged  wed  of  the  geruttum, 
with  the  curious  elastic  cwkscrew  curl  at  the 
bottom  of  its  silvery  plume  ;  and  to  that  minw- 
lurr  sliuttlecock  whtdi  f^vvs  its  name  to  one 
species  of  larkspur ;  and  to  the  minute  shin- 
ing sandlike  seed  of  the  small  lilac  cftinpa- 
nuU,  and  the  bright  jct-liko  bullets  of  the 
fraxinvlla,  and  tbe  tioy  lilac  balls  of  the  white 
petunia ;  and  to  the  heavy  nutmeg-like  seeds  of 
the  marvel  of  Peru :  and  they  both  joined  in 
I   loving  flowers  and  in  haling  hard  n»uKit. 

And  tlicn  he  tried  to  find  out  how  she  came 
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there :  and  tJie  told  bim  that  »he  lived  i 
ihat  the  dear  snd  kind  relation  with  who 
resided  was  married  to  Mr.  John  Ualc,  his 
tcfuint  ^— 

"  John  Hale  T  iDterrupled  Lord  Lindor 
"  Old  John  Hale,  the  great  farmer,  great  m 
man,  great  maltster,  the  richest  yeonwn  in  B< 
shire !  —  the  most  respectable  of  his  reKpcctj 
das* !  John  Hale,  who  ha»  occuinulali^ 
ample  fortune  with  every  man's  good  wonj 
has  lived  eighty  yean  ia  the  world  with 
losing  a  friend  or  making  an  enemy  !^I  ti 
thought  too  little  of  iheac  things :  but  I  h 
always  been  proud  c^  being  ibe 
John  Hale!" 

*'  Oh,  how  glad  I  am  to  hear  you  say  s 
cried  Katy.     "  He  and  his  dear  wife— I 
tresH,  as  he  calU  hrr — are  so  good 
and  so  kind  to  me !     How  glad 
you  say  that !"  ^ 

The  tearx  glistened  in  her  bcuittfitl  ■ 
and  LonI  Lindore,  afier  a  Itltle  more  praisi 
his  venerable  tenant,  began  talking  of  her  c 
family,  of  tl>c  races,  and  of  the  play. 
Katy  iaugbed  at  her  admiration  of 
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and  adcnovledged  her  delight  with  the  idmI 
geuuine  naivete. 

"'  ^  I  did  like  il,"  Mid  Eat;:  «  and  I  sbould  Uke 
to  go  lo  the  pUjr  rret^  Dighl ;  uid  I  don't  wish 
to  becofn«  too  wise  to  be  pleawd,  like  nuinnia 
and  Gertrude,  But  I  should  like  to  aee  ^ak> 
^jcare  acted  best,"  added  she,  pointing  to  a  book 
at  ber  *icl«-,  which  Hionl  Undore  had  not  c^ 
iterved  before.  He  took  it  up,  and  it  opent^  of 
itsdf  at  "  Much  ado  about  Nothing ;"  and  they 
naturally  fell  into  talk  upon  the  subject  of  the 
gnat  poet  of  England,  —  a  subject  which  is 
almost  as  inexhaustible  as  nature  itself. 

•'  I  should  think,"  said  Katj,  "  that  an  actress 
of  real  talent  would  rather  play  Beatrice  than 
any  other  part.  Lady  Lindore  says  that  it  is  too 
■  ssucj — but  1  think  not ;  provided  always  that 
the  >Bucine»  be  very  sweetly  spoken.  That, 
however,  is  not  what  I  love  best  in  Beatrice :  il  is 
her  uncalculatiug  friendship  fur  Hero,  her  devo- 
tion to  her  injured  cousin,  her  generous  indigna* 
lion  at  the  base  suspicions  of  Claudio.  I  don't 
know  what  the  critics  may  say  of  the  matter  ; 
but  in  my  mind  the  fervid  ardency  of  Beatrice, 
berviolent — and  the  more  violent  becauae  power- 
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, "  Ay,  Ux  liuir  boroB,  —  the  kamcd,  the 
ugly,    and    tbc    via* !      Your    KmXj  '.      My 

Kalyf* 

"  And  UT  thry  really  one  ?     And  bad  yoo 

ihc  bcsrt  to  frigbtco  idc  in  (his  cmd  vny  for 

nothing  ? 

"  Nay,  Arthur,  not  lor  oothing !  If  1  had 
called  Katy  aa  pretty  a*  I  thought  brr,  thrrr 
wraa  great  danger  that  ih«  very  commendation 
might  liave  pruroked  you  into  ietting  up  soaie 
oppoMie  atandard  of  beauty.  J  having  selected 
a  Hc^m:,  you  would  have  chosen  a  Juno.  For. 
after  all,  your  falling  in  lore  mth  her  dc«r  self 
at  Bvlford  Kucc*,  which  I  could  not  forcscr, 
wa«  as  much  the  retult  of  titc  »pirit  of  contra- 
diction as  of  anything  else.  Hearen  grant  that, 
now  you  knom-  she  has  a  hundred  thousand 
pounds  you  may  not  for  that  reason  think  til 
to  change  your  mind  '.  For  the  rest,  you  now, 
I  suppose,  understand  that  good  old  John 
Hale  (whooc  riches  are  not  at  all  suspected  by 
tlwM;  foolish  p<-r»ons,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elphin- 
Mone)  pro)>OM-(l  ttiu  niitlch  to  mc  >in  finding 
at  once  your  embarrassment*  and  my  fondiicss 
for  his  young  relation,  who,  since  the  marriage 
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I  presume  you  to  be  sufKcieiitly  well  versed  tu 
|d*V  tite  part  of  instructor." 

"  O  mother !  have  some  mercy !" 

"  And  as  the  fair  lady  dines  here,  you  may 
begin  your  lessons  this  very  evening.  So  now, 
my  dear  Arthur,  go  and  dress." 

And  with  another  deprecating  "  O  mother  !'" 
the  bappy  son  kissed  Lady  Linctore's  hand, 
and  they  parted. 
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t»f  iltftt  day,  whose  dittractiont  (I  une  the  word 
in  the  French  senitt,  and  nut  in  the  English)  set 
atl  exaggeration  at  defiance,  —  who  was,  in  a 
word,  more  dutrait  than  Ke  Dittrait  of  L« 
Brujrire. 

He,  "  that  nameless  be,"  still  remain*  unri- 
valled; OS  an  odd  Frenchman,  when  such  a 
thing  tunis  up,  which  is  «i-ldo<ii,  will  gentTnlly 
be  found  to  excel  at  all  points  your  English 
oddity,  which  is  comparatively  common-  No 
single  specimen  so  complete  in  it«  kind  has  ap- 
peared  in  our  country;  but  the  grnug  is  by  nrn 
nwans  extinct ;  and  every  now  and  tlien,  evpe- 
cfally  amongst  learned  men,  great  mathemati- 
cians, and  i*mincnt  Orccians,  one  hax  ihe  luck 
to  light  upon  an  ongimil,  wIiom.-  powers  of  per- 
ception and  memory  are  subject  to  lapses  the 
most  extraordinary, — (itsof  ahslraclion,  during 

rfMinorjr;  I  beiug  a*  nnch  addicted  lo  for^  names,  anil 
dUM,  and  ptacea — la  wrile  one  word  foe  imolhcr  —  to  coi^ 
femd  Mithoritie*,  anU  ini«iuotB  nne,  a»  Mr.  Coniogibj' 
lumielf.  I  onnot  even  reiueniber  (lie  style  and  (ille  or  my 
own  ^raniunK,  kiuI  uuljr  jMlerdaj  gave  away  oni  ona 
MtgalmiiliDu  »M<lliiig(as  pi«ciou«  to  a  gfraniam-tmdtr  u 
1*0  Eclii>8C  coll  to  a  ^tl«ntaa  on  the  tarf),  mistaking  it 
'tbi  a  I^n)  Comberraen.  "  Th«  force  of  aittHct  could  no 
ftrthcrgo." 
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which  ererytMn^  that  passes  falls 

into  some  pit  of  for^fulncea,  like  the  oubtii 

of  an  old  castle,  aod  »  nev«r  seen  or  Ik 

again. 

My  excellent  friend  Mr.  Coningsby  is  jtn 
such  a  man.  Thv  Waters  of  Oblivion  of  tl 
Kaai«m  Fairy  Tale,  or  the  ninre  claMJcai  Ij^ 
are  but  types  to  shadow  forth  the  extent  i 
variety  of  his  aitti-rccullective  faculty. 
fit  be  strong  upon  hfn>,  and  he  shall  not 
nisc  his  o"'n  mnnninn  or  remember  his 
name.  Suppose  him  at  Whitehall,  and  the  I 
which  burnt  the  two  tIou<vs  would  al  Mich 
tinte  hardly  dirturb  htm.  You  might,  at  certai 
moments,  oommil  murder  in  his  presence  wil 
perfect  impunity.  He  would  not  koowi 
killer  from  the  killed. 

or  course  this  does  not  happen  eret^ 
or  rather  oppurtuuities  of  so  striking  a  characti 
do  not  often  fall  in  his  way,  or  doubtless  1 
would  nut  fail  to  make  the  most  of  them. 
the  smaller  occasions,  which  can  occur 
frequently,  he  is  pretty  sure  totakeadvanta^ 
and,  fnini  the  time  of  hts  putting  on  two  d) 
-ferent  colmired   tlockiDgs,   when  gcttil^   UE 
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thr  moraiitg,  to  that  of  liis  asaunung  bU  wife* 
laced  nightcap  on  gmng  to  bcfl,  his  e%'ery-da>'s 
history  is  unc  pcrprlual  si-rjcs  of  blunders  und 
miMakes. 

He  will  salt  his  tea,  for  iastance,  at  brcak- 
fint-time,  and  put  sugar  on  his  inulliti,  mul 
awailow  Ikoth  meaaes  without  the  slighteat  per* 
ception  of  his  having  at  all  deviated  from  the 
common  n>odv  of  applyiug  th»»e  rrliiihiikg  cutt- 
dimcntM.  With  respect  lo  the  quality  of  his 
food,  indeed,  he  is  as  indifferent  as  Donunie 
twmpson ;  and  he  has  been  known  lo  (ill  bis 
gbus  with  vinegar  instead  of  sherry,  and  to 
pour  a  ladle  of  turtlv-mup  over  his  turbot  in- 
stead of  lobster-sauce  i  and  doubtless  woidd  have 
taken  bulb  tlie  eatableH  and  driukableo  very 
quietly,  had  not  his  old  butler,  on  the  watch 
against  such  occurrences,  whisked  both  glass 
and  plate  away  with  the  celerity  of  Sancho's 
physician,  Don  — Bless  me  !  1  have  forgotten 
that  name  also!  I  aaid  that  (his  subject  was 
contagious —  Dt>n      ■    be  who  officiated  in  the 

idand  of  Barataria — Don No,  Doctor  Pnliu 

Rczio  de  Aguero,  that  is  (he  title  lo  which  the 
gentlemtin  answer* :  — Well,  the  Tine^;ar  would 
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sallies,  rattier  id  the  direction  which  his  steed 
may  hafipcn  to  prefer  tlian  in  that  wliich  he 
himself  had  intended  to  follow. 

Bold  would  be  the  pen  that  should  attempt 
even  a  brief  gummary  of  the  niittakcs  committed 
in  one  single  morning's  ride.  If  he  proceed,  as 
he  fretiuentiy  docs,  to  our  good  town  of  Bel- 
ford,  he  goes  fur  wrong  things,  to  the  wntng 
shops;  mihcalU  the  people  whom  he  accunti' 
(seldom,  indeed,  shall  he  hit  on  the  prufier  name, 
title,  or  vocation  of  any  one  whom  he  chance* 
to  address);  a«ksan  old  bachelor  after  his  wife, 
and  an  old  mai<l  after  her  children  ;  nnd  finally 
sums  up  a  morning  of  blunders  by  going  to  the 
inn  where  he  had  not  left  his  horw,  and  quietly 
stepping  into  some  gig  or  phaeton  prepared  for 
another  [>erson.  In  u  new  neighlmurhood  this 
appropriation  of  other  people's  properly  might 
bring  our  hero  into  an  awkward  dilemma  ;  but 
the  man  and  his  ways  arv  well  known  in  our 
purtit;  and,  when  the  unlucky  owner  of  tlu- 
ub«tritcted  equipage  arrives  in  a  fury,  and 
demands  of  the  astounded  ostler  what  has 
become  of  his  carnage,  one  simple  cxcbimntion, 
"  Mr,  Coningsby,   sir  V    is   at   once    fell    by 
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xmd  to  the  gatekcopi-r ;  who,  confiding  in  the 
•bsolute  deafnew  produced  by  bin  abstraction, 
calls  afier  Itim  with  a  complete  assurance  that 
Ue  may  be  hamatt  with  impunity,  and  that, 
bawl  as  he  may,  there  i*  no  more  chance  of  hiw 
arresting  hi«  passenger,  than  the  turnpike-man 
of  Ware  hail  of  stoppin);  Johnny  Gilpin.  Ac* 
oordinf^ly,  after  undergoing  the  ceremony  of 
offering  change,  he  |)ockets  (he  whole  coin  with 
a  Mfe  conscience.  Ueggars  (and  he  is  very 
cbnriluble)  tint)  t))cir  account  also  in  thi«  Igno- 
ranee :  he  tlings  about  crowns  for  penny -pi«oe«, 
and  )udr-»avereigna  for  sixpeiicwH,  relieving  th« 
same  set  a  dozen  tiin«i«  over,  and  getting  quit 
of  a  pocketful  of  money — {for  though  he  have  a 
puTwe,  he  seldom  remembers  to  make  use  of  it 
—luckily  K-ldom — for  if  he  do  fill  that  gentles 
nunly  neuwork,  he  is  sure  to  lose  it,  caih, 
bdok-notcs,  and  all) — in  the  course  of  a  mom- 
ing'n  ride.  , 

Arrived  at  the  place  of  his  destination,  the 
house  at  which  he  is  to  call,  a  new  scene  of  con- 
fusioD  is  pretty  sure  loarine.  In  the  first  place, 
it  rarely  hap])ciiit  that  he  doC!*  arrive  at  the 
veritaide  nuinsion  to  which  his  visit  i»  intended. 
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blunden,  and  leave  at  s  house  nbere  he  himself 
docs  not  visit  a  ^rd  left  at  his  own  mansion  by 
a  (hin)  person,  »ho  is  also  unacquaintfd  with 
the  family  to  which  so  uncooadously  that  out- 
ward sign  and  token  of  acquaintanceship  had 
travdled. 

Imagine  the  mistake*  and  the  ooofusiona 
occasioned  by  such  doings  in  a  changcabW 
neighbourhood,  much  broken  into  parties  by 
politics  and  election  contests !  Sometimes  it 
does  good, — as  between  two  old  country  S4)uires, 
who,  having  l>een  friends  all  their  lives,  had 
(juarrelled  about  the  speed  of  a  greyhound  and 
the  decision  of  a  course,  and  had  mutually 
vowed  never  to  approach  each  other''s  door. 
The  sight  of  his  antagonist's  card  (left  in  one 
of  Mr.  Coningsby's  nbt^ent  fits)  so  monific<]  the 
more  testy  elder  of  (lie  two,  that  hu  forthwith 
returned  the  visit,  and  the  opposite  party  being 
luckily  not  at  home,  a  card  was  left  there  also ; 
and  cither  individual  thinking  the  conccision 
first  made  to  himnelf,  wasLiiiulous  in  stepping 
forward  with  the  most  cordial  hand-shaking 
when  they  met  casually  at  dinner  at  a  third 
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other  nobody  ever  thought  of  Mr.  Coningsby; 
—  nay,  he  himself,  although  taking  a  great 
interest  in  the  dispute,  and  wondering  over  the 
puzzle  like  the  rest  of  the  neighbourhood,  nev«r 
once  recollected  hiK  own  goii)|j;s  on  that  event- 
ful niurniiig,  nor  dreutiit  that  it  could  bo 
through  hii>  infirmity  that  Sir  Jauiea  Mur- 
daunt's  card  wai  left  at  Mr.  Chandler's;— to 
so  incredible  a  point  was  his  forgeifulnesti  c«r> 
ricd.  -i 

If  in  so  simple  a  matter  as  morning  vi«iting 
he  contrived  tu  produce  ^uch  e^nfuxion,  think 
bow  his  getiiua  must  have  expanded  when 
so  dangerous  a  weapon  as  a  pen  got  into  hit 
hands !  I  question  if  he  ever  wrote  a  letter 
ID  bis  life  without  some  blumlvr  iu  the  datri 
tlie  address,  the  signature,  or  the  subject-  H« 
would  indite  an  epistle  to  one  {KT^un,  direct 
it  to  auothcr,  and  send  it  to  a  third,  who  could 
not;copc#ive  from  whom  it  came,  becaune  be 
had  forgotten  to  put  hia  name  at  the  bottom- 
But  of  ihc  numerous  perplexities  to  which  he 
wa«  in  the  habit  of  giving  ri»e,  frankx  were  by 
vi-ry  fur  the  niuHt  fret|uent  cause-  Ticklith 
t|iinjp^  arji^^^iey  Kven  to  the  pUDftual  and  the 
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careful ;  and  to  Mr.  Cantngsb;  ibe  fciviit|r  o 
quite  perfrct)}'  rigbt  teeiiKt)  an  impou.ih^ 
Tbi-re  niu  th«  date  tu  cuntiJLT.  the  uiontbj 
day  uf  the  month,  the  year— I  have  known  k 
write  the  wrong  centory  ;  —  then  camea 
name,  the  plaeci  the  street,  and  number, 
in  London — if  in  the  country,  the  town  m 
ODUDty ; — then,  lastly,  his  own  name,  wliie 
for  lo  simple  an  operation  as  it  seeiiMti 
would  contrive  generally  to  umit,  and  «j 
times  to  boggle  with,  now  writing  otily  his  f 
Irtmymic  as  if  be  were  a  peer,  now  onljJ 
('briktian  name  asifa  prince,  aad  now  an  im 
lutiun  of  initial)  that  dr6ed  cren  the  accuri 
eye  of  the  clerks  uf  the  Po»t  Office.  Very,  v 
few  can  hare  been  the  franks  of  his  iha 
capvd  paying. 

Of  course  bis  friends  and  actgitaintance 
fore* HnH-<),  and  eitcapod  the  urape  {for  it" 
une)  uf  making  tbfir  ctirrevpoiidents  pay  liip 
IwMtage.  Bountiful  as  be  was  in  bis  ufletu 
wrvice  in  this  way,  (and  kc«pin|[  no  acc^ 
of  the  uuml)er»,  he  would  juat  as  readily  gi' 
fifty  as  one,)  none  incurred  tbc  penalty 
strangers  and   the  unwary.      I,   for  my  , 
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nm  tbe  £ne6am.  B«l  m  I  bcpfKocd  to  r<. 
care  about  IwcMj  time*  a»  manr  Wttcn.  u>d 
capemUy  fruiked  letters,  u  sU  the  good  peo- 
pW  of  the  "Crow"  pat  togrtbcr,  tbepodtrt  was 
sent  first  to  ne,  by  way  of  nperimeDi :  anc).  at 
1  iTCngnix«iJ  tbe  wal  of  a  drar  friend  and  old 
cOTFopondi-nt,  I  fdt  no  temple  in  appropriatii^ 
for  oner,  like  a  Scotti»h  laird,  ibc  »lyk  aod 
title  of  the  place  where  I  rcdde.  And  I  amt 
tbe  poBima&ter  were  right :  ihe  epistle  was,  as 
it  happeiM^,  intended  for  me. 

Notes  would,  in  his  hands,  have  beeii  Mill 
more  danfjentuK  than  htu-rs;  but  from  ihia 
peril  he  was  generally  ftavcd  by  the  caution 
of  the  two  friends  most  anxtoim  for  hi»  cntlit, 
— his  wife  and  the  old  butler,  who  commonly 
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CDotrivcd,  the  ooc  to  write  the  amwen 
inriutkns  or  gvaml  bill«tB  ihst  vrivetl 
bonw,  Uw  other  to  watch  that  nonr  fnm  hb 
JbtniU  pus  without  due  scrutiny-     Oocw,  ho; 
ever,   he  etcaped    their  uinejIUDce ;  aod : 
cxNisequmce  «u  an  advcnlurr  which,  tl: 
very  trifling,  prored,  in  the  fir>t  instance,  < 
iinenmftntaMe  aa  to  canae  both  hi>  kofp 
exert  doiAle  rigilaBce  for  the  future. 
the  Dlory  ran: — 

A  re^iecuble,  but  not  wealthy. 
had  bwn  appointed  to  a  hting  about  tea 
(rfT — had  married,  and  brooght  bame  fak  ' 
and  Mr.  Couingsby,  who,  aa  cuuoty 
caDed   upon   ercnrbody  within    a    Mill 
cimiit,  paid  a  visit  in  due  rorm, 
bjf,  or  rather  accoto ponying,  bia  lady ; 
call  haviBf;  Imtcd  duly  rvtumn)  (neither 
being  at   hooic),  wa»   Tolktwed  at  tbr 
inlerral   by   an    inritaiion    for  Mr.  and 
Ellia  b>  disc  at  Cooiogsby  Hou«e.     Tlw  hii 
tioD  was  acerptcd ;  hut.  when  the  day 
the  daagrfous  iUneca  of  a  near  tdalJon 
vrnteil  the  young  couple  fivin  keeping 
Dt;   aod,    aotae   time  aAer,    the 


THR    ABSENT   MRHBER.  337 

bridv  begun  to  ihinb  it  necessary  to  return  tbo 
d*i)itiea  of  h«r  neighbours,  by  giving  her  Enrt 
dinner-pnrty.  Notes  of  invitation  were  des- 
patch«<)  accordingly  to  four  families  of  conse- 
quence, amongst  tHcm  Mr.  Coningtby'a ;  bat  it 
was  the  busy  Chri«t  mas-time,  when,  betweeu 
famity  parties,  and  I<on<)nii  visiters,  and  chil- 
dren's balls,  everyb<Kly'»  evenings  were  be- 
spoken for  weeks  heforebaod ;  and  from  three 
of  her  frieods,  accordingly,  she  received  an- 
swers  declining  her  invitation,  and  pleading 
pre-engagemonts.  From  the  Coning«bys,  only, 
DO  note  arrived.  But  accidenlally  Mr  Ellis 
heard  that  (licy  were  to  go  at  Christmas  on  a 
distant  visit,  and,  taking  for  granted  that  the 
iaYitatton  had  not  reached  the  worthy  menibcr 
or  his  amiable  laily,  Mr».  KUis,  instead  of  at* 
templing  to  collect  other  friends,  made  up  her 
mind  to  postpone  her  party  to  a  muro  conve- 
nient season. 

The  day  on  which  the  dinner  was  to  have 
been  given  proved  so  unfavourable  that  our 
young  couple  saw  good  catt»e  to  congratulate 
tlicmsclvcs  on  llicir  resoltilion.  Tht- little  haro- 
kt  of  East  Longford,  amongst  the  prettiest  of 
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their  party.  "  The  snow  is  above  a  foot  dt-ep, 
niid  the  brtilgt-  brokciit  fo  that  Deithcr  servants 
nor  liorses  could  have  got  to  the  Eight  Bells; 
and  where  could  we  have  housed  them?'^  said 
the  gentleman.  "  And  the  drawing-room  smokes 
so,  in  this  heavy  atmosphere,  that  wc  caiiuul 
light  a  lire  there,"  reftpondeil  the  lady.  ''  Never, 
to  be  sure,  was  anything  so  fortunate !" 

.And,  just  as  the  word  wu  vpoken,  a  carw 
riage  and  four  drove  up  to  the  door,  and 
exactly  at  half-past  i\x  (the  hour  named  in 
tlw  invitation)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couingsby  were 
U>hered  into  the  room. 

Imagine  the  fedings  of  four  persons  who  had 
never  met  before  in  xiieh  a  si  tua  I  ion —especially 
uf  the  two  ladies.  Mrs.  Kllis,  dinner  over, 
with  the  consciousness  of  the  half  bottle  of 
port  and  thv  ijuarter  of  sherry,  the  apples, 
the  nutK,  the  «ngle  )>air  of  mould  camilca,  her 
drawiag-ntom  fire  that  could  not  be  lighted, 
her  dinner  to  provide  as  well  as  to  cook,  and 
her  own  dork  merino  and  black   Mlk   upron ! 

Poor  Mrs.  Coningsby,  on  ihc  other  hand,  see. 

ing  at  a  glnncv  iiow  the  case  stood,  feclttig  for 

ihc  trouble  that  they  were  giving,  and  sinking 
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iwie  (taken,  as  wait  guesiitHl,  by  our  heru  from 
the  letter-boy,  with  the  intention  of  aending  it 
by  A  groom)  was  fount!  quietly  ensconced  in  his 
waistcoat  pocket,  Mm.  Cctningsby  could  hardly 
rcj^rret  tli«  termination  of  her  present  adventure) 
^though  fully  reKoived  never  again  to  incur  a 
similar  danger. 

Of  hid  miiJiaps  when  attending  liis  duty  in 
parliament,  and  left  in  lome  measure  to  liia  own 
guidance,  (for,  having  no  house  in  town,  his 
family  only  go  for  about  three  months  in  the 
wason,)  there  is  no  end.  Some  are  serioiiH,  and 
Bonoe  very  mucli  the  reverse.  Take  a  specimen 
of  bis  London  scrapes. 

Our  excellent  friend  wearit  a  wig,  made  to 
imitoto  a  natural  head  of  hair,  which  it  i&  tu  be 
presumed  tliat  at  the  best  of  times  it  does  not 
very  cluxvly  re»cniblc,  and  which,  after  a  week 
of  Mr.  Coaiug«by's  wearing,  put  on  with  the 
eharactcribtic  negligence  of  his  habits,  bome~ 
limca  on  one  side,  sonietimcs  on  the  other, — 
always  awry,  «»d  fre<|uently  hindiiide  before, — 
BBsuntes  such  a  demeanour  as  never  was 
i>quull«-d  by  Christian  jwrukc  nt  any  tim«  or 
in  any  cuuniry. 
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One  dky  last  winter,  being  in  London  vHH 
out  R  wrvant,  lie  by  Mine  extraordinary  chsw 
huppened  to  look  in  thi-  glass  wbMi  he 
dressing,  and  became  atrare  of  the  evil  at 
hi«  axon  ; — a  piece  of  inforwuition  for  whi 
had  bocn  generally  indebted  to  one  of  his 
giinrcliiins,  Mrs.  Coniugsby  or  the  old  but 
and,  r«coU«cting  that  he  was  engaged  to  a 
diniier-porly  the  ensuing  erening,  stepped  in 
the  6r»t  hairdresser's  shop  that  be  pa 
Impeak  himself  a  wig :  wberei  being  a 
exccHlinglir  pleasant  and  jocular  manners, 
(Xlditiea,  with  tbc  exception  of  th«  p«cuBl 
oddity,  are  commonly  agreeable  p«r«omi,)  I 
IMLtMsl  liimM>1f  olf  for  a  bac)H>lnr  to  tlie  ortifiD 
'  of  hair,  aitd  declarmi  that  hi.'>  reason  for  di 
airing  a  «ig  of  peculiar  tteauty  and  beeoiniD| 
neaa  was  that  be  was  engaged  to  a  great  (Nfl 
Ihc  next  day,  at  which  he  expected  to  meet  tl 
lady  of  hi»  heart,  aiut  that  hi»  fate  and  fortiM 
depentled  on  the  set  of  his  ctirln.  I'^ls 
impressed  very  strongly  on  ibe  mind  of 
(wrruquier,  who.  an  enthusiast  in  his  art, 
gre«t  artj«t  should  be,  saw  nothing  extraord 
nary  in  th«  fact  of  ■  man'^  happtn«s9  b. 
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on  the  out  of  bU  wif^,  and  (^ravvlir  promJMKl 
that  no  exertiun  should  he  wuiling  on  hU  iiart 
to  contribute  to  tho  frlicily  of  his  customer, 
and  thut  Ihc  article  in  quvMion,  as  perfect  a» 
hiuidn  could  make  it,  should  be  «t  bis  lodgings 
the  nevt  evening  at  »eveii. 

Punctual  to  th«  hour  arrived  the  Di&ker  of 
perukes ;  and,  finding  Mr.  CoDing»by  not  yet 
rviurned  to  dress,  went  to  attend  another  ap- 
pointment, promising  to  coniv  buck  in  half  an 
hour.  Ill  hulf  an  hour  accordingly  the  man  of 
curb  reappeared— Just  in  time  to  see  a  cabri- 
olet driving  rapidly  from  the  door,  at  which  a 
111 ai<l -servant  stood  tittering. 

"  Where  is  Mr.  Coningsby  f"  inqwireii  the 
perruquier. 

"  Just  gone  out  to  dinner,"  replied  the  girl ; 
"bikI  a  queer  figure  he  is,  sure  enough.  He 
looks,  for  all  the  world,  like  an  owl  in  an  ivy. 
bush  r 

i><"  To  be  sure,  ha  has  not  got  his  new  wig  on 
—my  wig!"  retuniod  tliu  alarmed  artist.  "He 
never  etin  he  auch  a  foul  as  that !" 

"  lie  's  foot  enough  for  anything  in  the  way 
of  forgetting  or  not  nttcuding,  ullhougli  a  main 
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^  hair  «k  id^m  Igay  «iQ  «ie  btm.  Hr 
mutt  be  a«i  caMpM.  Asd  yoa  ttni  mjdiI  lit- 
irfiag  then  caa  be  Bttk  betur  to  let  bim  gv 
oat  IB  Mch  •  pligbl.  Why  didn't  tou  Mop 
Umy 

"  Stop  ham  r  eJMulatnl  the  doDMl.— "  Mop 
Mr.  CowingJiy !  I  •bould  like  to  know  bow  T 

"  Why,  by  tdUi^  him  wh»t  be  v&a  about, 
to  be  sure,  aad  getttog  bim  lo  look  in  ih« 
^lius.  Nobody  with  eyc»  in  bis  bead  could 
have  gone  out  such  a  figure  f* 

"  Talk  to  htm  r  qiwtb  SaUy :  "  but  how 
was  I  lo  get  bim  to  listen  r  And,  as  to  looking 
ill  a  glass,  I  question  if  ever  be  did  such  a 
thing  in  his  life.  You  don't  know  our  Mr. 
Coningsby,  thai  '*  dear  enough !" 

*'  1  only  wish  he  bad  never  coine  in  my  way, 
ihnt  i  Derer  had  hod  the  ill  liKk  lo  have  known 
him  r  rejoined  the  discom6ted  artist.  "  If  be 
should  happen  lo  mention  my  name  *»  his  wig- 
maker  whilst  he  luis  that  [H-rukc  ihi  lii«  bend,  J 
am  ruined  ! my  rqiuUlion  is  gone  for  ercr !" 

"  No  fear  of  thai !"  replied  ^lly,  in  «  nun* 
forting   (one,  struck   with  ci>mp«»»i(Ht  nt    the 
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This,  howerrr,  »«»  om-  nf  the  leant  of  hi* 
scraprs.  He  has  gone  lu  court  without  a 
6wonl ;  has  worn  coloured  clothes  to  a  funeral, 
and  hiack  to  u  wedding.  Thirrc  is  scarcely  any 
conventiiinul  law  of  society  which,  in  some  way 
or  other,  he  hiitli  not  contrived  to  break  ;  nml.in 
two  or  three  slight  iustaitoea,  he  ho:)  appnuiched 
more  nearly  than  heseemw  a  maj^istrate  and  a 
senator  to  a  dimili  with  the  laws  of  the  land. 
He  hath  quietly  knuckutl  down  n  great  fellow, 
for  instance,  whom  he  caught  healing  a  little 
one,  and  hath  once  or  twice  been  so  blind,  or  so 
absent,  as  to  suffer  a  petty  culprit  to  run  away, 
when  brought  up  fur  examination,  in  virtue  of 
his  own  warrant.  But  it  is  remarkable  that  Ite 
never,  in  his  most  oblivious  moods,  is  betrayed 

— ^ull-l>ottamiallortb«nn,fit  i^uKhionsfotthethrec-cumeced 
clerical  hat.  The  Imt  auortmcnl  thul  was  brouglit  tiuJcr  my 
noiiice  cotiii»ted  of  some  Iwenly  or  tliiiiy  luiik-liuired  aud 
puiilniiiciil-lookinf!  peiiwi^x,  arraiigtd  i'l  due  onjer  on  a 
lonj  rnblii  in  llie  \'iciOTia  Tlicatrc,  anJ  tleilined  loiulDro 
tlu  palm  of  the  Rouiidljtnids  in  my  tragedy  of  Charles  the 
Pint.  Grave  u  the  occttninn  wai, — and  nothing  can  be 
more  teriout  Uian  the  finl  night  of  a  new  play  to  mana^r 
nnd  auihsr,— neither  Mr.  Abbou  oat  I  could  help  laughing 
at  the  profoiiTid  solcinnity  of  iheir  app«ar»nce.  Tlii!  only 
peiion  who  did  nni  laugh  wat  the  hairdrexer.  lie  had  a 
tetpect  for  hi*  art. 


